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Preface 


This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary currently being 
used in a wide range of healthcare situations. The areas covered include the 
technical language used in diagnosis, patient care, surgery, pathology, 
general practice, pharmacy, dentistry and other specialisations, as well as 
anatomical and physiological terms. Informal, everyday and sometimes 
euphemistic terms commonly used by people in discussing their condition 
with healthcare professionals are also included, as are common words used 
in reading or writing reports, articles or guidelines. 

The dictionary is designed for anyone who needs to check the meaning or 
pronunciation of medical terms, but especially for those worldng in 
health-related areas who may not be healthcare professionals or for whom 
English is an additional language. Each headword is explained in clear, 
straightforward English. Pronunciations, uncommon plurals and uncommon 
verb forms are provided. Illustrations of some basic anatomical terms are 
also included. 

Very many people have helped or advised on the compilation and checking 
of the dictionary in its various editions. In particular, thanks are due to Dr 
Judith Harvey for her helpful comments and advice on this fourth edition 
and to Dr Marie Condon for some revisions and clarification. Also to Lesley 
Bennun, Lesley Brown and Margaret Baker who copy-edited the text and 
Dinah Jackson who revised the pronunciations. 


Pronunciation Guide 


The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main 
words in the dictionary. 

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark ( 1 ) and a secondary stress mark (,). Note 
that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its position 
in the sentence. 


Vowels 


Consonants 
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back 
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buck 
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harm 
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dead 
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stop 
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other 

ai 
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jump 
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how 
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hire 
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gold 
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hour 
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head 
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course 
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head 
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leave 
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go 
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sing 
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save 
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book 
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work 
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shut 
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A 


A leil noun a human blood type of the ABO 
system, containing the A antigen (NOTE: Some¬ 
one with type A can donate to people of the 
same group or of the AB group, and can receive 
blood from people with type A or type O.) 

AA abbr Alcoholics Anonymous 
A& E/ ,ei and 'i:/, A & E department /,ei and 
'ii department/ noun same as accident and 
emergency department 
A & E medicine /,ei and 'i: ,med(a)sin/ 
noun the medical procedures used in A & E de¬ 
partments 

AB/ ,ei 1 bi:/ noun a human blood type of the 
ABO system, containing the A and B antigens 
(note: Someone with type AB can donate to 
people of the same group and receive blood 
from people with type O, A, AB or B.) 
ab- /aeb/ prefix away from 
ABC/ ,ei bi: 'si:/ noun the basic initial checks 
of a casualty’s condition. Full form airway, 
breathing and circulation 
abdomen /'asbdomon/ noun a space inside 
the body below the diaphragm, above the pel¬ 
vis and in front of the spine, containing the 
stomach, intestines, liver and other vital or¬ 
gans O pain in the abdomen (note: For other 
terms referring to the abdomen, see words be¬ 
ginning with coeli-, coelio-.) 
comment: The abdomen is divided for medi¬ 
cal purposes into nine regions: at the top, the 
right and left hypochondriac regions with the 
epigastrium between them; in the centre, the 
right and left lumbar regions with the umbilical 
between them; and at the bottom, the right 
and left iliac regions with the hypogastrium 
between them. 

abdomin- /cebdomin/ prefix same as abdom- 
ino- ( used before vowels) 
abdominal /aeb'dDmin(3)l/ adjective located 
in the abdomen, or relating to the abdomen 
abdominal aorta /£eb,dDmin(9)l ei'o:to/ 
noun the part of the aorta which lies between 
the diaphragm and the point where the aorta 
divides into the iliac arteries. See illustration at 
kidney in Supplement 

abdominal cavity /2eb,dDmin(3)l 'kaeviti/ 
noun the space in the body below the chest 


abdominal distension /ceb^ominCo)! dis 
'tenj(9)n/ noun a condition in which the abdo¬ 
men is stretched because of gas or fluid 
abdominal pain /ceb'dDmin(o)l pern/ noun 
pain in the abdomen caused by indigestion or 
more serious disorders 

abdominal viscera /aeb,dDmin(9)l 'visoro/ 
plural noun the organs which are contained in 
the abdomen, e.g. the stomach, liver and intes¬ 
tines 

abdominal wall /ceb'dDmin(9)l wo:l/ noun 
muscular tissue which surrounds the abdomen 
abdomino- /sebdominou/ prefix referring to 
the abdomen 

abdominopelvic /seb.dDminou'pelvik/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the abdomen and pelvis 
abdominoperineal /fieb.dominouperi 

'ni:ol/ adjective referring to the abdomen and 
perineum 

abdominoperineal excision /seb.dD 
minouperTnkol ik'si 3 (o)n/ noun a surgical 
operation that involves cutting out tissue in 
both the abdomen and the perineum 
abdominoposterior /ceb.dDminoupD 
'stiorio/ adjective referring to a position of a 
fetus in the uterus, where the fetus’s abdomen 
is facing the mother’s back 
abdominoscopy /asb.domi'nDskopi/ noun 
an internal examination of the abdomen, usu¬ 
ally with an endoscope 

abdominothoracic /a^dDmmouGcu'rzesik/ 
adjective referring to the abdomen and thorax 
abduce /ceb'dju:s/ verb same as abduct 
abducens nerve /£eb'dju:s(o)nz ,n3:v/ 
noun the sixth cranial nerve, which controls 
the muscle which makes the eyeball turn out¬ 
wards 

abducent /asb'dju:s(9)nt/ adjective referring 
to a muscle which brings parts of the body 
away from each other or moves them away 
from the central line of the body or a limb. 
Compare adducent 

abducent nerve /aeb'dju:sont ,n3:v/ noun 
same as abducens nerve 
abduct /asb'dAkt/ verb {of a muscle) to pull a 
leg or arm in a direction which is away from 



abduction 
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the centre line of the body, or to pull a toe or 
finger away from the central line of a leg or 
arm. Compare adduct 

abduction /asb'dAkJon/ noun the movement 
of a part of the body away from the centre line 
of the body or away from a neighbouring part. 
Opposite adduction. See illustration at ana¬ 
tomical terms in Supplement 
‘Mary was nursed in a position of not more than 90° 
upright with her legs in abduction.’ [British 
Journal of Nursing] 

abductor /aeb'dAkto/, abductor muscle /aeb 
'dAkto ,mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle which pulls a 
part of the body away from the centre line of 
the body or away from a neighbouring part. 
Opposite adductor 

aberrant /se'beront/ adjective not usual or ex¬ 
pected 

aberration / l sebo'reiJ'(o)n/ noun an action or 
growth which is not usual or expected 
ablation /ce'bleiJ(o)n/ noun the removal of 
an organ or of a part of the body by surgery 
abnormal /2eb'no:m(3)l/ adjective not usual 
O abnormal behaviour O an abnormal move¬ 
ment 

‘.. .the synovium produces an excess of synovial flu¬ 
id, which is abnormal and becomes thickened. This 
causes pain, swelling and immobility of the affected 
joint.’ [Nursing Times ] 

abnormality /.aebno: 'maeliti/ noun a form or 
condition which is not usual (note: For other 
terms referring to abnormality, see words begin¬ 
ning with terat-, terato-.) 

‘Even children with the milder forms of sickle-cell 
disease have an increased frequency of pneumococ¬ 
cal infection. The reason for this susceptibility is a 
profound abnormality of the immune system in chil¬ 
dren with SCD.’ [ Lancet ] 

abocclusion /,aebD'klu:3(9)n/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the teeth in the top and bottom 
jaws do not touch 

aboral /ceb'oirol/ adjective situated away 

from or opposite the mouth 

abort /o'boit/ verb to eject an embryo or fetus, 

or to cause an embryo or fetus to be ejected, 

and so end a pregnancy before the fetus is fully 

developed 

abortifacient/o.boiti'feiJX^nt/ noun a drug 
or instrument which provokes an abortion 
abortion /3'bo:J(o)n/ noun a situation where 
a fetus leaves the uterus before it is fully devel¬ 
oped, especially during the first 28 weeks of 
pregnancy, or a procedure which causes this to 
happen □ to have an abortion to have an op¬ 
eration to make a fetus leave the uterus during 
the first period of pregnancy 
comment: In the UK, an abortion can be car¬ 
ried out legally if two doctors agree that the 
mother’s life is in danger, that she risks grave 
permanent injury to the physical or mental 
health of herself or her children, or that the fe¬ 
tus is likely to be born with severe disabilities. 


abortionist /o'bo:J(3)nist/ noun a person 
who helps a woman abort, usually a person 
who performs an illegal abortion 
abortion pill /o'bo:J(3)n pil/ noun a drug 
that causes an abortion to occur very early in 
pregnancy 

abortion trauma syndrome /o,boiJ(9)n 
'troimo .sindroum/ noun a set of symptoms 
sometimes experienced in the period after an 
abortion including guilt, anxiety, depression, 
low self-esteem, eating and sleeping disorders 
and suicidal thoughts 

abortive /o'boitiv/ adjective not successful O 
an abortive attempt 

abortive poliomyelitis /9,bo:tiv .pouliou 
maio'laitis/ noun a mild form of polio which 
only affects the throat and intestines 
abortus /o'boitos/ noun a fetus which is ex¬ 
pelled during an abortion or miscarriage 
abortus fever /o'boitos ,fi:vo/ noun same as 
brucellosis 

ABO system /,ei bii bu .sistom/ noun a 
system of classifying blood groups. [) blood 
group 

abrasion /3'brei3(9)n/ noun a condition in 
which the surface of the skin has been rubbed 
off by a rough surface and bleeds 
comment: As the intact skin is an efficient bar¬ 
rier to bacteria, even minor abrasions can al¬ 
low infection to enter the body and thus 
should be cleaned and treated with an anti¬ 
septic. 

abreact /.aebri'aekt/ verb to release uncon¬ 
scious psychological tension by talking about 
or regularly remembering the events that 
caused it 

abreaction /.asbri'aekjbn/ noun the treat¬ 
ment of a person with a neurosis by making 
him or her think again about past bad experi¬ 
ences 

abruptio placentae /o.brAptiou pb'senti:/ 
noun an occasion when the placenta suddenly 
comes away from the uterus earlier than it 
should, often causing shock and bleeding 
abscess /'aebses/ noun a painful swollen 
area where pus forms O She had an abscess 
under a tooth. O The doctor decided to lance 
the abscess, (note: The formation of an abscess 
is often accompanied by a high temperature. 
The plural is abscesses.) 
comment: An acute abscess can be dealt with 
by opening and draining when it has reached 
the stage where sufficient pus has been 
formed. A chronic abscess is usually treated 
with drugs. 

absolute alcohol /.zebsoluit 'aslkohDl/ 
noun alcohol which contains no water 
absorb /ob'zoib/ verb to take up or soak up 
something, especially a liquid, into a solid O 
Cotton wads are used to absorb the discharge 
from the wound. 

absorbable suture /3b,zo:b9b(3)l 'suitjb/ 
noun a suture which will eventually be ab- 
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acetabulum 


sorbed into the body, and does not need to be 
removed 

absorbent cotton /ob.zoibont 'kot(3)n/ 
noun a soft white material used as a dressing to 
put on wounds 

absorption /ob'zoipjon/ noun 1 . the process 
by which a liquid is taken into a solid 2. the 
process of taking into the body substances 
such as proteins or fats which have been di¬ 
gested from food and enter the bloodstream 
from the stomach and intestines □ absorption 
rate the rate at which a liquid is absorbed by a 
solid 

abstainer /ob'steino/ noun a person who 
does not drink alcohol 

abstinence /'asbstinons/ noun a deliberate 
act of not doing something over a period of 
time, especially not eating or drinking O absti¬ 
nence from alcohol 

abulia /o'builio/ noun a lack of willpower 
abuse noun/o'bjuis/l. the act of using some¬ 
thing wrongly O the abuse of a privilege 2. the 
illegal use of a drug or overuse of alcohol O 
substance abuse 3. same as child abuse 4. bad 
treatment of a person O physical abuse O sex¬ 
ual abuse ■ verb /o'bjuiz/1. to use something 
wrongly O Heroin and cocaine are drugs 
which are commonly abused. □ to abuse one’s 
authority to use one’s powers in an illegal or 
harmful way 2. to treat someone badly O sexu¬ 
ally abused children O He had physically 
abused his wife and child. 
a.c. adverb (used on prescriptions) before 
food. Full form ante cibum 
acanthosis /o.ksen'Gousis/ noun a disease of 
the prickle cell layer of the skin, where warts 
appear on the skin or inside the mouth 
acapnia /ei'kaepnio/ noun the condition of 
not having enough carbon dioxide in the blood 
and tissues 

acariasis /.seko'raiosis/ noun the presence 
of mites or ticks on the skin 
acaricide /o'kserisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills mites or ticks 
acarophobia /.cekoro'foubio/ noun an unu¬ 
sual fear of mites or ticks 
acatalasia /ei.kseto'leizio/ noun an inherited 
condition which results in a lack of catalase in 
all tissue 

accessory /ok'sesori/ noun something 
which helps something else to happen or oper¬ 
ate, but may not be very important in itself ■ 
adjective helping something else to happen or 
operate 

accessory nerve /ok'sesori ,n3iv/ noun the 
eleventh cranial nerve which supplies the mus¬ 
cles in the neck and shoulders 
accessory organ /ok.sesori 'oigon/ noun 
an organ which has a function which is con¬ 
trolled by another organ 


accident /' 2 eksid(o)nt/ noun 1 . an unpleasant 
event which happens suddenly and harms 
someone’s health O She had an accident in the 
kitchen and had to go to hospital. O Three peo¬ 
ple were killed in the accident on the motor¬ 
way. 2. chance, or something which happens 
by chance O I met her by accident at the bus 
stop. 

accidental injury /,a 2 ksident(o)l 'indjori/ 
noun an injury that happens to someone in an 
accident 

accident and emergency department / 

, 2 eksid(o)nt and i'm3:d3onsi di,pa:tmont/ 
noun the part of a hospital which deals with 
people who need urgent treatment because 
they have had accidents or are in sudden seri¬ 
ous pain. Abbr A & E 

accident form /'aeksid(o)nt fo:m/, accident 
report form /,£eksid(9)nt ri'poit fo:m/ noun a 
form to be filled in with details of an accident 
accident prevention /,ceksid(o)nt pri 
'venjon/ noun the work of taking action or 
changing procedures to prevent accidents from 
happening 

accident ward /'aeksid(o)nt wo:d/ noun a 
ward for urgent accident victims. Also called 

casualty ward 

accommodation /o.komo'deiJCojn/, ac¬ 
commodation reflex /o.kDmo'deiJXojn 
,ri:fleks/ noun (of the lens of the eye) the abil¬ 
ity to focus on objects at different distances, 
using the ciliary muscle 
accommodative squint /o.kDmodeitiv 
'skwint/ noun a squint when the eye is trying 
to focus on an object which is very close 
accouchement /o'kuiJmDq/ noun the time 
when a woman is being looked after because 
her baby is being bom, or has just been bom 
accretion /o'kriiJXojn/ noun a gradual in¬ 
crease in size, as through growth or external 
addition O an accretion of calcium around the 
joint 

ACE /eis/ noun an enzyme that increases 
blood pressure 

acebutolol /.cesi'bjuitolDl/ noun a drug 
which reduces both the heart rate and how 
strongly the heart muscles contract, used in the 
treatment of high blood pressure and irregular 
heart rhythms 

ACE inhibitor /'eis in.hibito/ noun same as 

angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor 
acephalus /ei'sefolos/ noun a fetus born 
without a head 

acetabuloplasty /.zesi'taebjulou.plassti/ 
noun a surgical operation to repair or rebuild 
the acetabulum 

acetabulum /^si'tsebjulom/ noun the part 
of the pelvic bone, shaped like a cup, into 
which the head of the femur fits to form the hip 
joint. Also called cotyloid cavity (note: The 
plural is acetabula.) 



acetaminophen 

acetaminophen /a.shta'minsfan/ noun US 

same as paracetamol 

acetazolamide /o.siito'zDlomaid/ noun a 
drug which helps a person to produce more 
urine, used in the treatment of oedema, glauco¬ 
ma and epilepsy 

acetonaemia /o.siitou'niimio/ same as ket- 
onaemia 

acetone /'cesitoun/ noun a colourless volatile 
substance formed in the body after vomiting or 
during diabetes. C> ketone 
acetonuria /o.siitou'njuirio/ noun the pres¬ 
ence of acetone in the urine, shown by the fact 
that the urine gives off a sweet smell 
acetylcholine /.cesitail'kouliin/ noun a sub¬ 
stance released from nerve endings, which al¬ 
lows nerve impulses to move from one nerve 
to another or from a nerve to the organ it con¬ 
trols 

comment: Acetylcholine receptors are of two 
types, muscarinic, found in parasympathetic 
post-ganglionic nerve junctions, and nicotinic, 
found at neuromuscular junctions and in auto¬ 
nomic ganglia. Acetylcholine acts on both 
types of receptors, but other drugs act on one 
or the other. 

acetylcoenzyme A /.cesitailkou.enzaim 
'ei/ noun a compound produced in the metab¬ 
olism of carbohydrates, fatty acids and amino 
acids 

acetylsalicylic acid /.sesitail.ssebsilik 
'aesid/ noun t aspirin 

achalasia /.asko'leizio/ noun the condition of 
being unable to relax the muscles 
ache /eik/ noun a pain which goes on for a 
time, but is not very severe O He complained 
of various aches and pains. ■ verb to have a 
pain in part of the body O His tooth ached so 
much he went to the dentist. 

Achilles tendon /9,kiliiz 'tendon/ noun a 
tendon at the back of the ankle which connects 
the calf muscles to the heel and which acts to 
pull up the heel when the calf muscle is con¬ 
tracted 

achillorrhaphy /.aeki'loirofi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to stitch a torn Achilles tendon 
achillotomy /.aeki'lDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to divide the Achilles tendon 
aching /'eikig/ adjective causing someone a 
continuous mild pain O aching legs 
achlorhydria /.eikloi'haidrio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the gastric juices do not contain 
hydrochloric acid, a symptom of stomach can¬ 
cer or pernicious anaemia 
acholia /ei'koulio/ noun the absence or fail¬ 
ure of the secretion of bile 
acholuria /.eikD'luirio/ noun the absence of 
bile colouring in the urine 
acholuric jaundice /.eikoluirik d3o:ndis/ 
noun a disease where unusually round red 
blood cells form, leading to anaemia, an en¬ 


larged spleen and the formation of gallstones. 
Also called hereditary spherocytosis 
achondroplasia /.eikDndro'pleizio/ noun 
an inherited condition in which the long bones 
in the arms and legs do not grow fully while 
the rest of the bones in the body grow as usual, 
resulting in dwarfism 

achromatopsia /.eikroumo'tDpsio/ noun a 
rare condition in which a person cannot see 
any colours, but only black, white and shades 
of grey 

achy /'eiki/ adjective feeling aches all over the 
body ( informal ) 

aciclovir /ei'saiklouvio/ noun a drug that is 
effective against herpesviruses. Also called 

acyclovir 

acid /'cesid/ noun a chemical compound con¬ 
taining hydrogen, which reacts with an alkali 
to form a salt and water 
acidaemia /.aesi'diimio/ noun a state in 
which the blood has too much acid in it. It is a 
feature of untreated severe diabetes, 
acid-base balance /.zesid 'beis .baelons/ 
noun the balance between acid and base, i.e. 
the pH level, in plasma 
acidity /o'siditi/ noun 1 . the level of acid in a 
liquid O The alkaline solution may help to re¬ 
duce acidity. 2. same as hyperacidity 
acidosis /.assi'dousis/ noun 1 . a condition 
when there are more acid waste products such 
as urea than usual in the blood because of a 
lack of alkali 2. same as acidity 
acidotic /.cesi'dotik/ adjective relating to ac¬ 
idosis 

acid reflux /, 2 esid 'riifLvks/ noun a condition 
caused by a faulty muscle in the oesophagus 
allowing the acid in the stomach to pass into 
the oesophagus 

acid stomach /.zesid 'stAmok/ noun same 

as hyperacidity 

aciduria /.sesi'djuorio/ noun a condition in 
which there is a higher level of acidity of the 
urine than is desirable 

acinus /'cesinos/ noun 1 . a tiny sac which 
forms part of a gland 2. part of a lobule in the 
lung (note: The plural is acini.) 
acne /'aekni/ noun an inflammation of the se¬ 
baceous glands during puberty which makes 
blackheads appear on the skin, usually on the 
face, neck and shoulders. These blackheads 
often then become infected. O She is using a 
cream to clear up her acne. 
acne rosacea /.aekni rou'zeijo/ noun same 
as rosacea 

acne vulgaris /.aekni vul'gairis/ noun same 

as acne 

acoustic /o'kuistik/ adjective relating to 
sound or hearing 

acoustic nerve /o'kuistik n3iv/ noun the 
eighth cranial nerve which governs hearing 
and balance 
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acoustic neurofibroma /o.kuistik 
iiijuarsufai'brauma/, acoustic neuroma /o 
.kuistik njuo'roumo/ noun a tumour in the 
sheath of the auditory nerve, causing deafness 
acoustic trauma /o.kuistik 'troimo/ noun 
physical damage caused by sound waves, e.g. 
hearing loss, disorientation, motion sickness 
or dizziness 

acquired /o'kwaiod/ adjective referring to a 
condition which is neither congenital nor he¬ 
reditary and which a person develops after 
birth in reaction to his or her environment 
acquired immunity /o.kwaiod I'mjuiniti/ 
noun an immunity which a body acquires from 
having caught a disease or from immunisation, 
not one which is congenital 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
/o.kwaiod l imj(jnoudi l fiJ(3)nsi .sindroum/, 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome /o 
.kwaiod imjuin di'fij(9)nsi .sindroum/ 
noun a viral infection which breaks down the 
body’s immune system. Abbr AIDS 
acrivastine /o'krivo stiin/ noun a drug 
which reduces the amount of histamine pro¬ 
duced by the body. It is used in the treatment 
of rhinitis, urticaria and eczema, 
aero- /sekrou/ prefix referring to a point or tip 
acrocephalia /.cekrouso'feilio/ noun same 
as oxycephaly 

acrocephaly /.sekrou'sefoli/ noun same as 

oxycephaly 

acrocyanosis /.askrousaio'nousis/ noun a 
blue coloration of the extremities, i.e. the fin¬ 
gers, toes, ears and nose, which is due to poor 
circulation 

acrodynia ^sekrou'dinio/ noun a children’s 
disease, caused by an allergy to mercury, 
where the child’s hands, feet and face swell 
and become pink, and the child is also affected 
with fever and loss of appetite. Also called 
erythroedema, pink disease 
acromegaly /.askrou'megoli/ noun a disease 
caused by excessive quantities of growth hor¬ 
mone produced by the pituitary gland, causing 
a slow enlargement of the hands, feet and jaws 
in adults 

acromial /o'kroumiol/ adjective referring to 
the acromion 

acromioclavicular /.askroumaioukb 
'vikjub/ adjective relating to the acromion 
and the clavicle 

acromion /o'kroumbn/ noun the pointed top 
of the scapula, which forms the tip of the 
shoulder 

acronyx /'aekroniks, 'eikrDmks/ noun a 
condition in which a nail grows into the flesh 
acroparaesthesia /.aekroupaeris'Oiizb/ 
noun a condition in which the patient experi¬ 
ences sharp pains in the arms and numbness in 
the fingers after sleep 


acuity 

acrophobia /.askro'foubb/ noun a fear of 
heights 

acrosclerosis /.askrouskb'rousis/ noun 
sclerosis which affects the extremities 
ACTH abbr adrenocorticotrophic hormone 
actinomycin /.sektinou'maisin/ noun an an¬ 
tibiotic used in the treatment of children with 
cancer 

actinomycosis /.asktinoumai'kousis/ noun 
a fungal disease transmitted to humans from 
cattle, causing abscesses in the mouth and 
lungs (pulmonary actinomycosis) or in the ile¬ 
um (intestinal actinomycosis) 
action potential /'askjbn po.tenjbl/ noun a 
temporary change in electrical potential which 
occurs between the inside and the outside of a 
nerve or muscle fibre when a nerve impulse is 
sent 

active /'asktiv/ adjective 1 .{of a person) lively 
and energetic O Although she is over eighty 
she is still very active. Opposite passive 2. (of 
a disease) having an effect on a patient O ex¬ 
perienced two years of active rheumatoid dis¬ 
ease Compare dormant 3. (of a drug) having 
medicinal effect 

active immunity /.zektiv i'mjuiniti/ noun 
immunity which is acquired by catching and 
surviving an infectious disease or by vaccina¬ 
tion with a weakened form of the disease, 
which makes the body form antibodies 
active ingredient /.asktiv in'griidbnt/ 
noun the main medicinal ingredient of an oint¬ 
ment or lotion, as opposed to the base 
active movement /.sektiv 'muivmont/ 
noun movement made by a person using his or 
her own willpower and muscles 
active principle /.aektiv l prinsip(o)l/ noun 
the main medicinal ingredient of a drug which 
makes it have the required effect on a person 
activities of daily living /cek,tivitiz ov 
,deili 'livig/ noun a scale used by geriatricians 
and occupational therapists to assess the ca¬ 
pacity of elderly or disabled people to live in¬ 
dependently. Abbr ADLs 
activity /ask'tiviti/ noun 1 . what someone 
does O difficulty with activities such as walk¬ 
ing and dressing 2. the characteristic behav¬ 
iour of a chemical O The drug’s activity only 
lasts a few hours. □ antibacterial activity ef¬ 
fective action against bacteria 
act on /'aekt Dn/, act upon /'aekt o,pDn/ verb 
1 . to do something as the result of something 
which has been said O He acted on his doc¬ 
tor’s advice and gave up smoking. 2. to have an 
effect on someone or something O The antibi¬ 
otic acted quickly on the infection. 
act out /, 2 ekt 'aut/ verb to express negative 
feelings by behaving in a socially unaccepta¬ 
ble way 

acuity /o'kjunti/ noun keenness of sight, 
hearing or intellect 
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acupressure /'askjuprejo/ noun a treatment 
which is based on the same principle as acu¬ 
puncture in which, instead of needles, fingers 
are used on specific points on the body, called 
pressure points 

acupuncture /'sekjupArjktJo/ noun a treat¬ 
ment based on needles being inserted through 
the skin into nerve centres in order to relieve 
pain or treat a disorder 

acupuncturist /'askju.pArjkt Jurist/ noun a 
person who practises acupuncture 
acute /o’kjuit/ adjective 1 . referring to a dis¬ 
ease or condition which develops rapidly and 
can be dangerous O an acute abscess Opposite 
chronic 2. referring to pain which is sharp and 
intense ( informal ) O He felt acute chest pains. 
acute abdomen /o.kjuit 'asbdomon/ noun 
any serious condition of the abdomen which 
requires surgery 

acute bed /o'kjuit bed/ noun a hospital bed 
reserved for people requiring immediate treat¬ 
ment 

. .the survey shows a reduction in acute beds in the 
last six years. The bed losses forced one hospital to 
send acutely ill patients to hospitals up to sixteen 
miles away.’ [Nursing Times ] 
acute care /o'kjuit keo/ noun medical or 
surgical treatment in a hospital, usually for a 
short period, for a patient with a sudden severe 
illness or injury 

acute disseminated encephalomyelitis 

/o,kju:t di.semineitid en,kefol9umai3 
'laitis/ noun an encephalomyelitis or myelitis 
believed to result from an autoimmune attack 
on the myelin of the central nervous system 
acute glaucoma /o,kju:t gbi'koumo/ noun 
same as angle-closure glaucoma 
acute hospital /o'kjuit ,hDspit(o)l/ noun a 
hospital where people go for major surgery or 
intensive care of medical or surgical condi¬ 
tions 

acutely /o'kjuitli/ adverb 1. having or caus¬ 
ing a suddenly developing medical condition 
O acutely ill patients O acutely toxic chemicals 
2. extremely ( informal) 

acute lymphocytic leukaemia /o.kjuit 
,limfosit ik lu: 'kiimio/ noun a form of leukae¬ 
mia that is the commonest cancer affecting 
children 

acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia /a 

,kju:t .nDnlimfositik lui'kiimio/ noun a 
form of leukaemia that affects adults and chil¬ 
dren and is usually treated with chemotherapy 
acute pancreatitis /o,ku:t .pasrjkrio'taitis/ 
noun inflammation after pancreatic enzymes 
have escaped into the pancreas, causing symp¬ 
toms of acute abdominal pain 
acute respiratory distress syndrome /a 
,kju:t ri,spir3t(o)ri di'stres .sindroum/ 
noun an infection of the lungs, often following 
injury, which prevents them functioning prop¬ 
erly. Abbr ARDS 


acute rheumatism noun same as rheumatic 
fever 

acute rhinitis /o,kju:t rai'naitis/ noun a vi¬ 
rus infection which causes inflammation of the 
mucous membrane in the nose and throat 
acute suppurative arthritis /o.kjuit ,sa 
pjurotiv cuO'raitis/ noun same as pyarthrosis 
acute toxicity /o,kju:t tok'sisiti/ noun a 
level of concentration of a toxic substance 
which makes people seriously ill or can cause 
death 

acute yellow atrophy /o,kju:t Jelou 
'astrofi /i yellow atrophy 

acyclovir /ei'saiklouvio/ noun same as aci- 
clovir 

acystia /ei'sistio/ noun a condition in which 
a baby is born without a bladder 
AD abbr Alzheimer’s disease 
Adam’s apple /.asdomz '2ep(9)l/ noun a part 
of the thyroid cartilage which projects from 
the neck below the chin in a man. Also called 
laryngeal prominence 

adapt /o'daept/ verb 1 . to change one’s ideas 
or behaviour to fit into a new situation O She 
has adapted very well to her new job in the 
children ’s hospital. 2. to change something to 
make it more useful O The brace has to be 
adapted to fit the patient. 
adaptation /.sedaep'teiJXojn/ noun 1 . a 
change which has been or can be made to 
something 2. the act of changing something so 
that it fits a new situation 3. the process by 
which sensory receptors become accustomed 
to a sensation which is repeated 
ADD abbr attention deficit disorder 
addicted /o'diktid/ adjective physically or 
mentally dependent on a harmful substance □ 
addicted to alcohol or drugs needing to take 
alcohol or a harmful drug regularly 
addictive /o'diktiv/ adjective referring to a 
drug which is habit-forming and which people 
can become addicted to 
Addison’s anaemia /,aedis(o)nz o'niimio/ 
same as pernicious anaemia [Described 1849. 
After Thomas Addison (1793-1860), from 
Northumberland, founder of the science of en¬ 
docrinology.] 

Addison’s disease /'£edis(o)nz di.ziiz/ 
noun a disease of the adrenal glands, causing a 
change in skin colour to yellow and then to 
dark brown and resulting in general weakness, 
anaemia, low blood pressure and wasting 
away. Treatment is with corticosteroid injec¬ 
tions. [Described 1849. After Thomas Addison 
(1793-1860), from Northumberland, founder of 
the science of endocrinology.] 
adducent /3'dju:s(o)nt/ adjective referring 
to a muscle which brings parts of the body to¬ 
gether or moves them towards the central line 
of the body or a limb. Compare abducent 
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adduct /s'dAkt/ verb {of a muscle) to pull a 
leg or arm towards the central line of the body, 
or to pull a toe or finger towards the central 
line of a leg or arm. Opposite abduct 
adducted /o'dAktid/ adjective referring to a 
body part brought towards the middle of the 
body 

adduction /o'dAkJon/ noun the movement of 
a part of the body towards the midline or to¬ 
wards a neighbouring part. Compare abduc¬ 
tion. See illustration at anatomical terms in 
Supplement 

adductor /o'dAkto/, adductor muscle /o 

'dAkto ,mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle which pulls a 
part of the body towards the central line of the 
body. Opposite abductor 
aden- /zedm/ prefix same as adeno- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

adenectomy /.aedi'nektomi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of a gland 

adenine /'asdoniin/ noun one of the four ba¬ 
sic chemicals in DNA 

adenitis /,aedi'naitis/ noun inflammation of 
a gland or lymph node. C> lymphadenitis 
adeno- /asdinou/ prefix referring to glands 
adenocarcinoma /.asdinoukaisi 'noumo/ 
noun a malignant tumour of a gland 
adenohypophysis /.zedinouhai'pofisis/ 
noun the front lobe of the pituitary gland 
which secretes most of the pituitary hormones 
adenoid /'asdinoid/ adjective like a gland 
adenoidal /.cedi'noidCajl/ adjective referring 
to the adenoids 

adenoidal expression /,£edinoid(9)l ik 
'spreJXajn/ noun a common symptom of a 
child suffering from adenoids, where his or her 
mouth is always open, the nose is narrow and 
the top teeth appear to project forward 
adenoidal tissue / l 2 edinoid(o)l 'tiju:/ noun 
same as adenoids 

adenoidectomy /.gedinoi'dektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of the adenoids 
adenoidism /'asdinoidizCojm/ noun the con¬ 
dition of a person with adenoids 
adenoids /'cedinoidz/ plural noun a mass of 
tissue at the back of the nose and throat that 
can restrict breathing if enlarged. Also called 
pharyngeal tonsils 

adenoid vegetation /.asdinoid ,ved39 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun a condition in children where 
the adenoidal tissue is covered with growths 
and can block the nasal passages or the Eus¬ 
tachian tubes 

adenolymphoma /.aedinoulim'foumo/ 
noun a benign tumour of the salivary glands 
adenoma /.aedi'noumo/ noun a benign tu¬ 
mour of a gland 

adenoma sebaceum /.cedinoumo so 
'beiJoin/ noun a skin condition of the face 
shown by raised red vascular bumps appearing 
in late childhood or early adolescence 


adenomyoma /.aedinoumai'oumo/ noun a 
benign tumour made up of glands and muscle 
adenopathy /.sedi'nopoGi/ noun a disease of 
a gland 

adenosclerosis /.asdinousklo'rousis/ noun 
the hardening of a gland 
adenosine /o'denousiin/ noun a drug used 
to treat an irregular heartbeat 
adenosine diphosphate /o.denousiin dai 
'fDsfeit/ noun a chemical compound which 
provides energy for processes to take place 
within living cells, formed when adenosine tri¬ 
phosphate reacts with water. Abbr ADP 
adenosine triphosphate /o.denousim 
trai'fDsfeit/ noun a chemical which occurs in 
all cells, but mainly in muscle, where it forms 
the energy reserve. Abbr ATP 
adenosis /.cedi'nousis/ noun any disease or 
disorder of the glands 

adenovirus /'asdinou.vairos/ noun a virus 
which produces upper respiratory infections 
and sore throats and can cause fatal pneumonia 
in infants 

ADH abbr antidiuretic hormone 
ADHD noun full form attention deficit hyper¬ 
activity disorder. } hyperactivity 
adhesion /od'hi:3(3)n/ noun a stable connec¬ 
tion between two parts in the body, either in a 
healing process or between parts which are not 
usually connected 

adhesive dressing /od.hiisiv 'dresirj/ 
noun a dressing with a sticky substance on the 
back so that it can stick to the skin 
adhesive strapping /od,hi:siv 'straepip/ 
noun overlapping strips of adhesive plaster 
used to protect a lesion 
adipo- /aedipou/ prefix referring to fat 
adipose /'asdipous/ adjective containing fat, 
or made of fat 

comment: Fibrous tissue is replaced by adi¬ 
pose tissue when more food is eaten than is 
necessary. 

adipose degeneration /.zedipsus di 
^eno'reiJXojn/ noun an accumulation of fat 
in the cells of an organ such as the heart or liv¬ 
er, which makes the organ less able to perform 
its proper function. Also called fatty degener¬ 
ation 

adipose tissue /,2edip9us 'tiju:/ noun a tis¬ 
sue where the cells contain fat 
adiposis /.asdi'psusis/ noun a state where 
too much fat is accumulated in the body 
adiposis dolorosa /gedi,p3usis ,dDb 
'rausa/ noun a disease of middle-aged women 
in which painful lumps of fatty substance form 
in the body. Also called Dercum’s disease 
adiposogenitalis /gedi.paussu.dsem'teilis/ 
noun same as Frohlich’s syndrome 
adiposuria /sdipsau'juiris/ noun the pres¬ 
ence of fat in the urine 
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adiposus /,aedi'p3us3s/ » panniculus adi¬ 
posus 

aditUS /'aeditss/ noun an opening or entrance 
to a passage 

adjustment /a'c^AStmant/ noun a specific 
directional high-speed movement of a joint 
performed by a chiropractor 
adjuvant /'aed 3 Uvont/ adjective referring to 
treatment by drugs or radiation therapy after 
surgery for cancer ■ noun a substance added to 
a drug to enhance the effect of the main ingre¬ 
dient 

adjuvant therapy /'2ed3uv9nt ,0eropi/ 
noun therapy using drugs or radiation after 
cancer surgery 

ADLs abbr activities of daily living 
administer /od'ministo/ verb to give some¬ 
one medicine or a treatment □ to administer 
orally to give a medicine by mouth 
admission /9d'miJ(o)n/ noun the act of be¬ 
ing registered as a hospital patient 
admit /od'mit/ verb to register a patient in a 
hospital O He was admitted to hospital this 
morning. 

‘80% of elderly patients admitted to geriatric units 
are on medication’ [Nursing Times ] 

‘...ten patients were admitted to the ICU before op¬ 
eration, the main indications being the need for eval¬ 
uation of patients with a history of severe heart dis¬ 
ease’ [ Southern Medical Journal ] 
adnexa /ted'nekss/ plural noun structures at¬ 
tached to an organ 

adolescence /,aed3'les(3)ns/ noun the peri¬ 
od of life when a child is developing into an 
adult 

adolescent /,£ed3Tes(3)nt/ noun a person 
who is at the stage of life when he or she is de¬ 
veloping into an adult ■ adjective developing 
into an adult, or occurring at that stage of life 
O adolescent boys and girls O adolescent fan¬ 
tasies 

adopt /a'dDpt/ verb 1 . to decide to use a par¬ 
ticular plan or idea or way of doing something 
O The hospital has adopted a new policy on 
visiting. 2 . to become the legal parent of a child 
who was born to other parents 
adoptive /s'dnptiv/ adjective 1 . taking over 
the role of something else 2. referring to peo¬ 
ple who have adopted a child or a child that has 
been adopted O adoptive parents 

adoptive immunotherapy /3,dDptiv im 

jonn'Oeropi/ noun a treatment for cancer in 
which the patient’s own white blood cells are 
used to attack cancer cells 
COMMENT: This technique can halt the growth 
of cancer cells in the body but it can have dis¬ 
tressing toxic side-effects. 

ADP abbr adenosine diphosphate 
adrenal /3'dri:n(3)l/ adjective situated near 
the kidney ■ noun same as adrenal gland 
adrenal body /3'dri:n(3)l ,bodi/ noun same 
as adrenal gland 


adrenal cortex /3,dri:n(3)l 'kotteks/ noun 
the firm outside layer of an adrenal gland, 
which secretes a series of hormones affecting 
the metabolism of carbohydrates and water 
adrenalectomy /3,dri:n3'lekt3mi/ noun the 
surgical removal of one of the adrenal glands 
adrenal gland /3'drim(3)l glaend/ noun one 
of two endocrine glands at the top of the kid¬ 
neys which secrete cortisone, adrenaline and 
other hormones. Also called adrenal body, ad¬ 
renal. See illustration at kidney in Supplement 
adrenaline /s'drenslin/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the medulla of the adrenal glands 
which has an effect similar to stimulation of 
the sympathetic nervous system (NOTE: The US 
term is epinephrine.) 

comment: Adrenaline is produced when a 
person experiences surprise, shock, fear or 
excitement and it speeds up the heartbeat 
and raises blood pressure. It is administered 
as an emergency treatment of acute anaphy¬ 
laxis and in cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
adrenal medulla /3,dri:n(3)l me'dAls/ noun 
the inner part of the adrenal gland which se¬ 
cretes adrenaline and noradrenaline. Also 
called suprarenal medulla 
adrenergic /,Eedr3'n3:d3ik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a neurone or receptor which is stimulat¬ 
ed by adrenaline. i> beta blocker 

adrenergic receptor /.tedrsnaidsik ri 
'septa/ noun same as adrenoceptor 
comment: Three types of adrenergic receptor 
act in different ways when stimulated by 
adrenaline. Alpha receptors constrict the 
bronchi, beta 1 receptors speed up the heart¬ 
beat and beta 2 receptors dilate the bronchi, 
adrenoceptor /3,dren3u'sept3/ noun a cell 
or neurone which is stimulated by adrenaline. 
Also called adrenoreceptor, adrenergic re¬ 
ceptor 

adrenocortical /3,dri:n3u'koitik(3)l/ ad¬ 
jective relating to the cortex of the adrenal 
glands 

adrenocorticotrophic hormone Is 

^riinsLhkoitakautrDfik 'hoimaun/ noun a 
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland, 
which makes the cortex of the adrenal glands 
produce corticosteroids. Abbr ACTH. Also 
called corticotrophin 

adrenogenital syndrome /s.drimsu 
'd3enit(3)l .sindrsum/ noun a condition 
caused by overproduction of male sex hor¬ 
mones, where boys show rapid sexual devel¬ 
opment and females develop male characteris¬ 
tics 

adrenoleukodystrophy /s.drimsu.lutksu 
'distrsfi/ noun an inherited disorder of the ad¬ 
renal glands in boys 

adrenolytic /sdrimsu'litik/ adjective acting 
against the secretion of adrenaline 
adrenoreceptor /3,dren3uri'sept3/ noun 
same as adrenoceptor 
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adsorbent /aed'soibont/ adjective being ca¬ 
pable of adsorption 

adsorption /a2d'so:pJ(9)n/ noun the attach¬ 
ment of one substance to another, often the 
bonding of a liquid with a gas or vapour which 
touches its surface 

adult /'sedAlt, o'dAlt/ adjective grown-up O 
Adolescents reach the adult stage about the 
age of eighteen or twenty. ■ noun someone 
who is no longer a child 
adult coeliac disease /.sedAlt 'siiliaek di 
,zi:z/ noun a condition in adults where the villi 
in the intestine become smaller and so reduce 
the surface which can absorb nutrients 
adult dentition /.sedAlt den'tiJXojn/ noun 
the 32 teeth which an adult has 
adulteration /OidAlto'reiJXojn/ noun the act 
of making something less pure by adding an¬ 
other substance 

adult-onset diabetes /.asdAlt ,Dnset ,daio 
'biitiiz/ noun a form of diabetes mellitus that 
develops slowly in older people as the body 
becomes less able to use insulin effectively 
adult respiratory distress syndrome / 
.sedAlt ri l spirot(3)ri di'stres .sindroum/ 
noun a description of various lung infections 
which reduce the lungs’ efficiency. Abbr 
ARDS 

advanced trauma life support /od,va:nst 
,tro:ma 'laif so.poit/ noun the management 
of a trauma patient during the critical first hour 
after injury. Abbr ATLS 
adventitia /.cedven'tijo/ noun same as tuni¬ 
ca adventitia 

adventitious /^dvon'tijos/ adjective on the 
outside or in an unusual place 
adventitious bursa /.aedvontijos 'b3:so/ 
noun a bursa which develops as a result of con¬ 
tinued pressure or rubbing 
adverse /'cedv3is/ adjective harmful or unfa¬ 
vourable □ the treatment had an adverse ef¬ 
fect on his dermatitis the treatment made the 
dermatitis worse 

adverse occurrence /,asdv3:s o'kArons/ 
noun a harmful event which occurs during 
treatment 

adverse reaction /,2edv3is ri'aekjon/ noun 
a situation where someone experiences harm¬ 
ful effects from the application of a drug 
advocacy /'asdvokosi/ noun active support 
for something, especially in order to help peo¬ 
ple who would have difficulty in gaining atten¬ 
tion without your help 

adynamic ileus /ei,dainaemik 'ilios/ noun 

same as paralytic ileus 

aegophony /ii'gofoni/ noun a high sound of 
the voice heard through a stethoscope, where 
there is fluid in the pleural cavity 
aer- /eo/ prefix same as aero- {used before vow¬ 
els) 


aeration /eo'reiJXojn/ noun the adding of air 
or oxygen to a liquid 
aero- /eorou/ prefix referring to air 
aeroba /eo'roubo/, aerobe /'eoroub/ noun a 
tiny organism which needs oxygen to survive 
aerobic /eo'roubik/ adjective needing oxy¬ 
gen to live, or taking place in the presence of 
oxygen 

aerobic respiration /eo.roubik .respo'reiJXojn/ 
noun the process where the oxygen which is 
breathed in is used to conserve energy as ATP 
aeroembolism /.eorou'embolizCojm/ noun 

same as air embolism 

aerogenous /eo'rDd3on3s/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a bacterium which produces gas 
aerophagia /.eoro'feidso/, aerophagy /eo 
'rDfod 3 i/ noun the habit of swallowing air 
when suffering from indigestion, so making 
the stomach pains worse 
aerosol /'eorosDl/ noun tiny particles of a liq¬ 
uid such as a drug or disinfectant suspended in 
a gas under pressure in a container and used as 
a spray 

aetiological agent /,i:tiolDd3ik(3)l 'eid 3 (o)nt/ 
noun an agent which causes a disease 
aetiology /,i:ti'Dl9d3i/ noun 1. the cause or 
origin of a disease 2. the study of the causes 
and origins of diseases (note: [all senses] The 
US spelling is etiology.) 

‘.. .a wide variety of organs or tissues may be infect¬ 
ed by the Salmonella group of organisms, presenting 
symptoms which are not immediately recognised as 
being of Salmonella aetiology’ [Indian Journal 
of Medical Sciences ] 

afebrile /ei'firbrail/ adjective with no fever 
affect /o'fekt/ verb to make something or 
someone change, especially to have a bad ef¬ 
fect on something or someone O Some organs 
are rapidly affected if the patient lacks oxygen 
for even a short time. ■ noun same as affection 
affection /o'fekjon/, affect /o'fekt/ noun the 
general state of a person’s emotions 
‘Depression has degrees of severity, ranging from 
sadness, through flatness of affection or feeling, to 
suicide and psychosis’ [British Journal of Nursing] 
affective /o'fektiv/ adjective relating to a 
person’s moods or feelings 
affective disorder /o'fektiv dis.oido/ noun 
a condition which changes someone’s mood, 
making him or her depressed or excited 
afferent /'cef(3)r9nt/ adjective conducting 
liquid or electrical impulses towards the in¬ 
side. Opposite efferent 

afferent nerve noun same as sensory nerve 
afferent vessel /'aef(9)ront ,ves(9)l/ noun a 
tube which brings lymph to a gland 
affinity /o'fimti/ noun an attraction between 
two substances 

aflatoxin /.asflo'tDksin/ noun a poison pro¬ 
duced by some moulds in some crops such as 
peanuts 



African trypanosomiasis 10 

African trypanosomiasis /.aefrikan 
.triponousou'maiosis/ noun same as sleep¬ 
ing sickness 

afterbirth /'a:ftob3:0/ noun the tissues, in¬ 
cluding the placenta and umbilical cord, which 
are present in the uterus during pregnancy and 
are expelled after the birth of a baby 
aftercare /'aiftokeo/ noun 1. the care of a 
person who has had an operation. Aftercare 
treatment involves changing dressings and 
helping people to look after themselves again. 

2. the care of a mother who has just given birth 
after-effect /'aiftor i.fekt/ noun a change 
which appears only some time after the cause 
O The operation had some unpleasant after-ef¬ 
fects. 

after-image /'aiftor ,imid 3 / noun an image 
of an object which remains in a person’s sight 
after the object itself has gone 
afterpains /'aiftopeinz/ plural noun regular 
pains in the uterus which are sometimes expe¬ 
rienced after childbirth 

afunctional /ei 'fApkj9n(9)l/ adjective 
which does not function properly 
agalactia /.eigo'laskjo/ noun a condition in 
which a mother is unable to produce milk after 
childbirth 

agammaglobulinaemia/ei.gaemoglDbjuli 

'niimio/ noun a deficiency or absence of im¬ 
munoglobulins in the blood, which results in a 
reduced ability to provide immune responses 
agar /'eiga:/, agar agar /.eigair 'eigai/ noun 
a culture medium based on an extract of sea¬ 
weed used for growing microorganisms in lab¬ 
oratories 

age /eid 3 / noun the number of years which a 
person has lived O What’s your age on your 
next birthday? O He was sixty years of age. O 
The size varies according to age. ■ verb to 
grow old 

age group /'eid 3 gruip/ noun all the people 
of a particular age or within a particular set of 
ages O the age group 20-25 
ageing /'eid 3 ig/, aging noun the fact of 
growing old 

comment: Changes take place in almost eve¬ 
ry part of the body as the person ages. Bones 
become more brittle and skin becomes less 
elastic. The most important changes affect the 
blood vessels which are less elastic, making 
thrombosis more likely. This also reduces the 
supply of blood to the brain, which in turn re¬ 
duces the mental faculties, 
ageing process /’eid 3 ir) .prouses/ noun the 
physical changes which take place in a person 
as he or she grows older 
agency /'eid 3 onsi/ noun 1. an organisation 
which carries out work on behalf of another or¬ 
ganisation, e.g. one which recruits and em¬ 
ploys nurses and supplies them to hospitals 
temporarily when full-time nursing staff are 
unavailable 2. the act of causing something to 


happen O The disease develops through the 
agency of bacteria present in the bloodstream. 
‘The cost of employing agency nurses should be no 
higher than the equivalent full-time staff.’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

‘Growing numbers of nurses are choosing agency 
careers, which pay more and provide more flexible 
schedules than hospitals.’ [American Journal 
of Nursing] 

agenesis /ei'd 3 enosis/ noun the absence of 
an organ, resulting from a failure in embryonic 
development 

agent /'eid 3 ont/ noun 1. a chemical sub¬ 
stance which makes another substance react 2. 
a substance or organism which causes a dis¬ 
ease or condition 3. a person who acts as a rep¬ 
resentative of another person or carries out 
some kinds of work on his or her behalf 
agglutinate /o'gluitineit/ verb to form into 
groups or clusters, or to cause things to form 
into groups or clusters 

agglutination /o^luiti'neiJXojn/ noun the 
act of coming together or sticking to one an¬ 
other to form a clump, as of bacteria cells in 
the presence of serum, or blood cells when 
blood of different types is mixed O agglutina¬ 
tion test 1 . a test to identify bacteria 2. a test to 
identify if a woman is pregnant 
agglutinin /o'gluitinin/ noun a factor in a se¬ 
rum which makes cells stick together in 
clumps 

agglutinogen /.ceglui'tinodson/ noun a fac¬ 
tor in red blood cells which reacts with a spe¬ 
cific agglutinin in serum 
aggravate /'aegroveit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing worse O Playing football only aggra¬ 
vates his knee injury. O The treatment seems to 
aggravate the disease. 

aggression /o'greJXojn/ noun the state of 
feeling violently angry towards someone or 
something 

aggressive /o'gresiv/ adjective referring to 
treatment which involves frequent high doses 
of medication 

aging /'eid 3 ir)/ noun another spelling of age¬ 
ing 

agitated /'ced 3 iteitid/ adjective moving 
about or twitching nervously because of worry 
or another psychological state O The person 
became agitated and had to be given a seda¬ 
tive. 

agitation /.sedsi'teiJXojn/ noun a state of be¬ 
ing very nervous and anxious 
aglossia /ei'glDsio/ noun the condition of not 
having a tongue from birth 
agnosia /asg'nouzio/ noun a brain disorder in 
which a person fails to recognise places, peo¬ 
ple, tastes or smells which they used to know 
well 

agonist /'segonist/ noun 1. a muscle which 
causes part of the body to move and another 
muscle to relax when it contracts. Also called 
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prime mover 2. a substance which produces an 
observable physiological effect by acting 
through specific receptors. i> antagonist 
agony /'asgoni/ noun a very severe physical or 
emotional pain O He lay in agony on the floor. 
O She suffered the agony of waiting for weeks 
until her condition was diagnosed. 
agoraphobia /.ceg^ro'foubio/ noun a fear 
of being in open spaces. Compare claustro¬ 
phobia 

agoraphobic /.gegO^o'foubik/ adjective 
afraid of being in open spaces. Compare 

claustrophobic 

ag ranuIocytosis /a,grasnjulousai 1 1 ousis/ 
noun a usually fatal disease where the number 
of granulocytes, a type of white blood cell, 
falls sharply because of a bone marrow condi¬ 
tion 

agraphia /ei'graefio/ noun the condition of 
being unable to put ideas into writing 
AHF abbr antihaemophilic factor 
aid /eid/ noun 1 . help 2. a machine, tool or 
drug which helps someone do something O He 
uses a walking frame as an aid to exercising 
his legs. ■ verb to help someone or something 
O The procedure is designed to aid the repair 
of tissues after surgery. 

AID /,ei ai 'di:/ noun full form artificial in¬ 
semination by donor, now called DI 
AIDS/eidz/, Aids noun a viral infection which 
breaks down the body’s immune system. Full 
form acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
comment: AIDS is a disease caused by the 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). It is 
spread mostly by sexual intercourse and can 
affect anyone. It is also transmitted through in¬ 
fected blood and plasma transfusions, 
through using unsterilised needles for injec¬ 
tions, and can be passed from a mother to a 
fetus. The disease takes a long time, usually 
years, to show symptoms, and many people 
with HIV are unaware that they are infected. It 
causes a breakdown of the body’s immune 
system, making the patient susceptible to any 
infection and often results in the development 
of rare skin cancers. It is not curable. 

AIDS dementia /,eidz di'menjo/ noun a 
form of mental degeneration resulting from in¬ 
fection with HIV 

AIDS-related complex /,eidz ri.leitid 
'kompleks/, AIDS-related condition /,eidz ri 
,leitid k3n'di/(3)n/ noun early symptoms 
shown by someone infected with the HIV vi¬ 
rus, e.g. weight loss, fever and herpes zoster. 
Abbr ARC 

AIH abbr artificial insemination by husband 
ailment /'eilmont/ noun an illness, though 
not generally a very serious one O Chickenpox 
is one of the common childhood ailments. 
ailurophobia /.ailuoro'foubio/ noun a fear 
of cats 


air /eo/ noun a mixture of gases, mainly oxy¬ 
gen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen, but 
which exists all around us and which is 
breathed O Open the window and let some 
fresh air into the room. O He breathed the pol¬ 
luted air into his lungs. 
air bed /'eo bed/ noun a mattress which is 
filled with air, used to prevent the formation of 
bedsores. i> conduction 
airborne infection /.eoboin in'fekjon/ 
noun an infection which is carried in the air 
air conduction /'eo kon.dAkJon/ noun the 
process by which sounds pass from the outside 
to the inner ear through the auditory meatus 
air embolism /ear 'emb3liz(3)m/ noun a 
blockage caused by bubbles of air, that stops 
the flow of blood in vessels 
air hunger /'eo .hAggo/ noun a condition in 
which the patient needs air because of lack of 
oxygen in the tissues 

air passage /'eo ,paesid 3 / noun any tube 
which takes air to the lungs, e.g. the nostrils, 
pharynx, larynx, trachea and bronchi 
air sac /'eo seek/ noun a small sac in the lungs 
which contains air. [) alveolus 
airsick /'eosik/ adjective feeling sick because 
of the movement of an aircraft 
airsickness /'eosiknos/ noun a queasy feel¬ 
ing, usually leading to vomiting, caused by the 
movement of an aircraft 
airway /'eowei/ noun a passage through 
which air passes, especially the trachea 
airway clearing /'eowei ,kliorig/ noun 
making sure that the airways in a newborn 
baby or an unconscious person are free of any 
obstruction 

airway obstruction /,eo wei ob'strAkJ(o)n/ 
noun something which blocks the air passages 
akathisia /.eiko'Gisio/ noun restlessness 
akinesia /.eiki'niizio/ noun a lack of volun¬ 
tary movement, as in Parkinson’s disease 
akinetic /.eiki'netik/ adjective without 
movement 

alacrima /ei'lsekrimo/ noun same as xerosis 
alactasia /.eilsek'teizio/ noun a condition in 
which there is a deficiency of lactase in the in¬ 
testine, making the patient incapable of digest¬ 
ing lactose, the sugar in milk 
alalia /ei'leilio/ noun a condition in which a 
person completely loses the ability to speak 
alanine /'aHoniin/ noun an amino acid 
alanine aminotransferase /.asloniin o 
^iinou'trasnsforeiz/ noun an enzyme which 
is found in the liver and can be monitored as an 
indicator of liver damage. Abbr ALT 
alar cartilage /,eilo 'ka:tilid 3 / noun carti¬ 
lage in the nose 
alba /'selbo/» linea alba 
Albee’s operation /'oilbiiz Dpo,reiJ(9)n/ 
noun 1 . a surgical operation to fuse two or 
more vertebrae 2. a surgical operation to fuse 



albicans 

the femur to the pelvis [After Frederick Houdlett 
Albee (1876-1945), US surgeon] 
albicans /'selbikasnz/ 1 corpus albicans 

albinism /'£elbiniz(9)m/ noun a condition in 
which a person lacks the pigment melanin and 
so has pink skin and eyes and white hair. It is 
hereditary and cannot be treated. £> vitiligo 
albino /ael'biinou/ noun a person who is defi¬ 
cient in melanin and has little or no pigmenta¬ 
tion in the skin, hair or eyes 
albuginea /.aslbju'dsinio/ noun a layer of 
white tissue covering a part of the body 
albuginea oculi /.aelbjudginio 'Dkjulai/ 
noun same as sclera 

albuminometer /.selbjumTnDmito/ noun 
an instrument for measuring the level of albu¬ 
min in the urine 

albuminuria /.aelbjumi'njuorio/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which albumin is found in the urine, 
usually a sign of kidney disease, but also 
sometimes of heart failure 
albumose /'selbjumouz/ noun an intermedi¬ 
ate product in the digestion of protein 
alcohol /'aelkohDl/ noun a pure colourless 
liquid which is formed by the action of yeast 
on sugar solutions and forms part of drinks 
such as wine and whisky 
comment: Alcohol is used medicinally to dry 
wounds or harden the skin. When drunk, alco¬ 
hol is rapidly absorbed into the bloodstream. It 
is a source of energy, so any carbohydrates 
taken at the same time are not used by the 
body and are stored as fat. Alcohol is a de¬ 
pressant, not a stimulant, and affects the way 
the brain works. 

alcohol abuse /'selkohDl o.bjuis/ noun the 
excessive use of alcohol adversely affecting a 
person’s health 

alcohol addiction /'aelkohol o.dikjon/ 
noun a condition in which a person is depend¬ 
ent on the use of alcohol 
alcohol-fast /'aslkohol faist/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an organ stained for testing which is not 
discoloured by alcohol 

alcoholic /.asIko'hDilk/ adjective 1. contain¬ 
ing alcohol 2. caused by alcoholism O alcohol¬ 
ic poisoning ■ noun a person who is addicted 
to drinking alcohol and shows changes in be¬ 
haviour and personality 
alcoholic cardiomyopathy /.aelkoholik 
.kaidioumai'DpoBi/ noun a disease of the 
heart muscle arising as a result of long-term 
heavy alcohol consumption 
alcoholic cirrhosis /.selkoholik si'rousis/ 
noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by alcohol¬ 
ism 

alcoholic hepatitis /.aelkoholik ,hepo 
1 tait is/ noun inflammation of the liver as a re¬ 
sult of long-term heavy alcohol consumption, 
often leading to cirrhosis 
Alcoholics Anonymous /.aslkoholiks o 
'nonimos/ noun an organisation of former al¬ 


coholics which helps people to overcome their 
dependence on alcohol by encouraging them 
to talk about their problems in group therapy. 
Abbr AA 

alcoholicum /^lko'hDlikom/ » delirium al- 
coholicum 

alcoholism /'aelkohDliz(3)m/ noun exces¬ 
sive drinking of alcohol which becomes addic¬ 
tive 

alcohol poisoning /'aelkohol ,poiz(9)nig/ 
noun poisoning and disease caused by exces¬ 
sive drinking of alcohol 
alcohol rub /'selkohol rAb/ noun the act of 
rubbing a bedridden person with alcohol to 
help protect against bedsores and as a tonic 
alcoholuria /.selkohD'ljuorio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which alcohol is present in the urine 
(note: The level of alcohol in the urine is used as 
a test for drivers who are suspected of driving 
while drunk.) 

aldosterone /asl'dDStoroun/ noun a hor¬ 
mone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal 
gland, which regulates the balance of sodium 
and potassium in the body and the amount of 
body fluid 

aldosteronism /cerdDst(9)r9niz(o)m/ noun 
a condition in which a person produces too 
much aldosterone, so that there is too much 
salt in the blood. This causes high blood pres¬ 
sure and the need to drink a lot of liquids, 
alert /o'l3it/ adjective referring to someone 
who takes an intelligent interest in his or her 
surroundings O The patient is still alert, 
though in great pain. 

aleukaemic /,eilu:'ki:mik/ adjective 1 . re¬ 
ferring to a state where leukaemia is not 
present 2. referring to a state where leucocytes 
are not normal 

Alexander technique /.aelig'zaindo tek 
,ni:k/ noun a method of improving the way a 
person stands and moves, by making them 
much more aware of how muscles behave 
alexia /ei'leksio/ noun a condition in which 
the patient cannot understand printed words. 
Also called word blindness 
alfacalcidol /.gelfo'kselsidDl/ noun a sub¬ 
stance related to vitamin D, used by the body 
to maintain the right levels of calcium and 
phosphate, and also as a drug to help people 
who do not have enough vitamin D 
algesimeter /.celdsi'simito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment to measure the sensitivity of the skin to 
pain 

-algia /celd 3 io/ suffix a word ending that indi¬ 
cates a painful condition 
algid /'aeld 3 id/ adjective referring to a stage in 
a disease that causes fever during which the 
body becomes cold 

algophobia /.aelgou'foubio/ noun an unusu¬ 
ally intense fear of pain 


12 



13 


allo- 


alienation /,eilb'neij(9)n/ noun a psycho¬ 
logical condition in which a person develops 
the feeling of not being part of the everyday 
world, and as a result often becomes hostile to 
other people 

alignment /o'lainmont/ noun the arrange¬ 
ment of something in a straight line, or in the 
correct position in relation to something else 
alimentary / l aeli'ment(9)ri/ adjective provid¬ 
ing food, or relating to food or nutrition 
alimentary canal /2eli,ment(9)ri ko'nasl/ 
noun a tube in the body going from the mouth 
to the anus and including the throat, stomach 
and intestine, through which food passes and 
is digested 

alimentary system /aeli'ment^ri 
,sistom/ noun same as digestive system 
alimentation /,2elimen'teiJ(3)n/ noun the 
act of providing food or nourishment 
aliquot /'aslikwDt/ noun a part of a larger 
thing, especially a sample of something which 
is taken to be examined 
alive /o'laiv/ adjective living, not dead O The 
man was still alive, even though he had been in 
the sea for two days, (note: Alive cannot be 
used in front of a noun: The person is alive but a 
living person. Note also that live can be used in 
front of a noun: The person was injected with live 
vaccine.) 

alkalaemia /.selkoTiimb/ noun an excess of 
alkali in the blood 

alkali /'celkolai/ noun one of many substances 
which neutralise acids and form salts (note: 
The UK plural is alkalis, but the US plural is al¬ 
kalies.) 

alkaline /'celkolain/ adjective containing 
more alkali than acid 

alkalinity /.celkoTiniti/ noun the level of al¬ 
kali in a body O Hyperventilation causes fluc¬ 
tuating carbon dioxide levels in the blood, re¬ 
sulting in an increase of blood alkalinity. 
comment: Alkalinity and acidity are measured 
according to the pH scale. pH7 is neutral, and 
pH8 and upwards are alkaline. Alkaline solu¬ 
tions are used to counteract the effects of acid 
poisoning and also of bee stings. If strong al¬ 
kali, such as ammonia, is swallowed, the pa¬ 
tient should drink water and an acid such as 
orange juice. 

alkaloid /'aelkobid/ noun one of many poi¬ 
sonous substances found in plants and used as 
medicines, e.g. atropine, morphine or quinine 
alkalosis /.aslko'busis/ noun a condition in 
which the alkali level in the body tissue is 
high, producing cramps 
alkaptonuria /.celkaspto'njuorb/ noun a he¬ 
reditary condition where dark pigment is 
present in the urine 

allantoin /o'laentouin/ noun powder from the 
herb comfrey, used to treat skin disorders 


allantois /o'laentauis/ noun one of the mem¬ 
branes in the embryo, shaped like a sac, which 
grows out of the embryonic hindgut 
allele /o'liil/ noun one of two or more alterna¬ 
tive forms of a gene, situated in the same area 
on each of a pair of chromosomes and each 
producing a different effect 
allergen /' 2 ebd 3 on/ noun a substance which 
produces hypersensitivity 
comment: Allergens are usually proteins and 
include foods, dust, hair of animals, as well as 
pollen from flowers. Allergic reaction to serum 
is known as anaphylaxis. Treatment of aller¬ 
gies depends on correctly identifying the aller¬ 
gen to which the patient is sensitive. This is 
done by patch tests in which drops of different 
allergens are placed on scratches in the skin. 
Food allergens discovered in this way can be 
avoided, but other allergens such as dust and 
pollen can hardly be avoided and have to be 
treated by a course of desensitising injections, 
allergenic /, 2 eb'd 3 enik/ adjective producing 
an allergic reaction O the allergenic properties 
of fungal spores 

allergenic agent /, 2 ebd 3 emk 'eid 3 ont/ 
noun a substance which produces an allergy 
allergic /o'bidsik/ adjective having an aller¬ 
gy to something O She is allergic to cats. O I’m 
allergic to penicillin. 

allergic agent /9'l3:d3ik ,eid 3 ont/ noun a 
substance which produces an allergic reaction 
allergic purpura /o,l3:d3ik 'p3:pjuro/ noun 
a form of the skin condition purpura, found 
most often in children 

allergic reaction /9,l3:d3ik ri'aekjon/ noun 
an effect produced by a substance to which a 
person has an allergy, such as sneezing or a 
skin rash 

allergic rhinitis /o,l3:d3ik rai'naitis/ noun 
inflammation in the nose and eyes caused by 
an allergic reaction to plant pollen, mould 
spores, dust mites or animal hair. £> hayfever 
allergist /'aebd 3 ist/ noun a doctor who spe¬ 
cialises in the treatment of allergies 
allergy /'aebd 3 i/ noun an unusual sensitivity 
to some substances such as pollen or dust, 
which cause a physical reaction such as sneez¬ 
ing or a rash in someone who comes into con¬ 
tact with them O She has an allergy to house¬ 
hold dust. O He has a penicillin allergy. (NOTE: 
You have an allergy or you are allergic to 
something.) 

allergy bracelet /'aebd 3 i ,breisbt/ noun t 

medical alert bracelet 

alleviate /o'liivieit/ verb to make pain or dis¬ 
comfort less severe O The drug is effective in 
alleviating migraine headaches. 

allied health professional /.aelaid hel6 
pr3,fej(9)n(9)l/ noun a professional working 
in medicine who is not a doctor or nurse, e.g. a 
physiotherapist or paramedic 
alio- /aebu/ prefix different 
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allodynia /.sela'dinis/ noun pain of the skin 
caused by something such as clothing which 
usually does not cause pain 
allogeneic /.aelodso'nenk/ adjective {(of 
body tissues)) genetically different and there¬ 
fore incompatible when transplanted 
allograft /'aelougraift/ noun same as hom¬ 
ograft 

allopathy /o'lopoOi/ noun the treatment of a 
condition using drugs which produce opposite 
symptoms to those of the condition. Compare 

homeopathy 

allopurinol /.selsu'pjusrinDl/ noun a drug 
which helps to stop the body producing uric 
acid, used in the treatment of gout 
all or none law /,o:l o: 'nAn lo:/ noun the 
rule that the heart muscle either contracts fully 
or does not contract at all 
allylestrenol /.selail'estronDl/ noun a ster¬ 
oid used to encourage pregnancy 
alopecia /.aslou'piijo/ noun a condition in 
which hair is lost. Compare hypotrichosis 
alopecia areata /aelou.piijo .ceri'eito/ noun 
a condition in which the hair falls out in patch¬ 
es 

alpha /'selfo/ noun the first letter of the Greek 
alphabet 

alpha-adrenoceptor antagonist /.aelfs a 
.driinsuri'septa asn.tasgsmst/, alpha-adren¬ 
oceptor blocker /'aelfs a.driinauri'septa 
,blok3/ noun a drug which can relax smooth 
muscle, used to treat urinary retention and hy¬ 
pertension. Also called alpha blocker 
alpha cell /'aelfa sel/ noun a type of cell 
found in the islets of Langerhans, in the pan¬ 
creas, which produces glucagon, a hormone 
that raises the level of glucose in the blood. [) 
beta cell 

alpha-fetoprotein /,aelfa .fktsu'prsutiin/ 
noun a protein produced by the liver of the hu¬ 
man fetus, which accumulates in the amniotic 
fluid. A high or low concentration is tested for 
by amniocentesis in the antenatal diagnosis of 
spina bifida or Down’s syndrome, respective- 

iy- 

alpha rhythm /'aelfa ^idsm/ noun the pat¬ 
tern of electrical activity in the brain of some¬ 
one who is awake but relaxed or sleepy, regis¬ 
tering on an electroencephalograph at 8-13 
hertz 

Alport’s syndrome /'oilpoits .sindraum/ 
noun a genetic disease of the kidneys which 
sometimes causes a person to lose his or her 
hearing and sight 

alprostadil /ael'prDStadil/ noun a drug which 
makes blood vessels wider, used to treat impo¬ 
tence, prevent coagulation, and maintain ba¬ 
bies with congenital heart conditions 
ALS abbr 1. amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 2. 
antilymphocytic serum 
ALT abbr alanine aminotransferase 


alternative medicine /o:l,t3:n3tiv 
'med(3)sin/ noun the treatment of illness us¬ 
ing therapies such as homoeopathy or naturop¬ 
athy which are not considered part of conven¬ 
tional Western medicine. i> complementary 
medicine 

altitude sickness /'aeltitju:d .siknas/ noun 
a condition caused by reduced oxygen in the 
air above altitudes of 7000 to 8000 feet (3600 
metres). Symptoms include headaches, breath¬ 
lessness, fatigue, nausea and swelling of the 
face, hands and feet. Also called high-altitude 
sickness, mountain sickness 
aluminium /.cels'minism/ noun a metallic 
element extracted from the ore bauxite (note: 
The US spelling is aluminum. The chemical 
symbol is Al.) 

aluminium hydroxide /aeto.minmm hai 
'drDksaid/ noun a chemical substance used as 
an antacid to treat indigestion. Formula: 
Al(OH) 3 or A1 2 0 3 .3H 2 0. 
alveolar /.aelvi'sula, asl 1 vi:ala/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the alveoli 

alveolar bone /.aelvi'sula baun/ noun part 
of the jawbone to which the teeth are attached 
alveolar duct /.aelvi'auls dAkt/ noun a duct 
in the lung which leads from the respiratory 
bronchioles to the alveoli. See illustration at 
lungs in Supplement 

alveolar wall /.aelvi'suls wo:l/ noun one of 
the walls which separate the alveoli in the 
lungs 

alveolitis /.celvis'laitis/ noun inflammation 
of an alveolus in the lungs or the socket of a 
tooth 

alveolus /.celvi'sulas, cel'viialas/ noun a 
small cavity, e.g. an air sac in the lungs or the 
socket into which a tooth fits. See illustration 
at lungs in Supplement (note: The plural is al¬ 
veoli.) 

Alzheimer plaque /'celtshaims plaek/ noun 
a disc-shaped plaque of amyloid found in the 
brain in people who have Alzheimer’s disease 
Alzheimer’s disease /'aeltshaimsz di.ziiz/ 
noun a disease where a person experiences 
progressive dementia due to nerve cell loss in 
specific brain areas, resulting in loss of mental 
faculties including memory [Described 1906. 
After Alois Alzheimer (1864-1915), Bavarian 
physician.] 

comment: No single cause of Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease has been identified, although an early 
onset type occurs more frequently in some 
families, due to a mutation in a gene on chro¬ 
mosome 21. Risk factors include age, genes, 
head injury, lifestyle and environment. 

amalgam /a'maelgam/ noun a mixture of 
metals, based on mercury and tin, used by den¬ 
tists to fill holes in teeth 
amaurosis /.asmoi'rsusis/ noun blindness 
caused by disease of the optic nerve 
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amaurosis fugax /^moirousis 'fjuigasks/ 
noun temporary blindness in one eye, caused 
by problems of circulation 

amaurotic familial idiocy /.semoirotik fo 
,miliol 'idiosi/, amaurotic family idiocy / 

.semoirotik ,fcem(3)li 'idiosi/ noun same as 

Tay-Sachs disease 

amb- /semb/ prefix same as ambi- ( used before 
vowels) 

ambi- /sembi/ prefix both 
ambidextrous /.aembi'dekstros/ adjective 
referring to a person who can use both hands 
equally well and who is not right- or left-hand¬ 
ed 

ambiguous genitalia /£em,bigjuos ,d 3 em 
'teilio/ noun a congenital condition in which 
the outer genitals do not look typical of those 
of either sex 

ambisexual /.sembi'sekj'uol/ adjective, noun 

same as bisexual 

amblyopia /.cembli'oupio/ noun a lack of 
normal vision without a structural cause. A 
common example is squint and other forms 
may be caused by the cyanide in tobacco 
smoke or by drinking methylated spirits, 
amblyopic /,aembli'Dpik/ adjective affected 
by amblyopia 

amblyoscope /'cembliouskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument for measuring the angle of a squint 
and how effectively someone uses both their 
eyes together. Also called orthoptoscope 
ambulance /'aembjulons/ noun a van for 
taking sick or injured people to hospital O The 
injured man was taken away in an ambulance. 
O The telephone number of the local ambu¬ 
lance service is in the phone book. £> St John 
Ambulance Association and Brigade 
ambulant /'aembjolont/ adjective able to 
walk 

ambulation /.asmbju'leiJXojn/ noun walking 
□ early ambulation is recommended patients 
should try to get out of bed and walk about as 
soon as possible after the operation 
ambulatory /, 2 embju l leit(o)ri/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a patient who is not confined to bed 
but is able to walk 

‘...ambulatory patients with essential hypertension 
were evaluated and followed up at the hypertension 
clinic’ f British Medical Journal\ 

ambulatory care /.asmbju.leitOjri 'keo/ 
noun treatment of a patient which does not in¬ 
volve staying in hospital during the night 
ambulatory fever /.zembjuTeitCojri ,fi:vo/ 
noun a mild fever where the patient can walk 
about and can therefore act as a carrier, e.g. 
during the early stages of typhoid fever 
ameba /o'miibo/ noun US same as amoeba 
amelia /o'miilio/ noun the absence of a limb 
from birth, or a condition in which a limb is 
short from birth 

amelioration /o.miilio'reiJXojn/ noun the 
process of getting better 


ameloblastoma /.asmiloublae'stoumo/ 
noun a tumour in the jaw, usually in the lower 
jaw 

amenorrhoea /.eimeno'riio/ noun the ab¬ 
sence of one or more menstrual periods, usual 
during pregnancy and after the menopause 
ametropia /.semi'troupio/ noun a condition 
in which the eye cannot focus light correctly 
onto the retina, as in astigmatism, hyper- 
metropia and myopia. Compare emmetropia 
amfetamine /asm'fetomim/ noun an addic¬ 
tive drug, similar to adrenaline, used to give a 
feeling of wellbeing and wakefulness. Also 
called amphetamine 

amikacin /.cemi'keisin/ noun a type of anti¬ 
biotic used to treat infections caused by aero¬ 
bic bacteria 

amiloride /o'miloraid/ noun a drug which 
helps to increase the production of urine and 
preserve the body’s supply of potassium 
amino acid /o.miinou 'cesid/ noun a chemi¬ 
cal compound which is broken down from pro¬ 
teins in the digestive system and then used by 
the body to form its own protein 
comment: Amino acids all contain carbon, hy¬ 
drogen, nitrogen and oxygen, as well as other 
elements. Some amino acids are produced in 
the body itself, but others have to be absorbed 
from food. The eight essential amino acids 
are: isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine, 
phenylalanine, threonine, tryptophan and va¬ 
line. 

aminobutyric acid /o.miinoubjutirik 
'cesid/ noun t gamma aminobutyric acid 

aminoglycoside /o.miinou'glaikosaid/ 
noun a drug used to treat many Gram-negative 
and some Gram-positive bacterial infections 
(note: Aminoglycosides include drugs with 
names ending in -cin: gentamicin.) 
aminophylline /,£emf nDfiliin/ noun a drug 
that makes the bronchial tubes wider, used in 
the treatment of asthma 
amiodarone /^mi'odoroun/ noun a drug 
that makes the blood vessels wider, used in the 
treatment of irregular heartbeat 
amitosis /.aemi'tousis/ noun the multiplica¬ 
tion of a cell by splitting of the nucleus 
amitriptyline /.cemTtriptiliin/ noun a seda¬ 
tive drug used to treat depression and persist¬ 
ent pain 

amlodipine /sem'lodipiin/ noun a drug that 
helps to control the movement of calcium ions 
through cell membranes. It is used to treat hy¬ 
pertension and angina. 

ammonia /o'mounio/ noun a gas with a 
strong smell, a compound of nitrogen and hy¬ 
drogen, which is a usual product of human me¬ 
tabolism 

ammonium /o'mouniom/ noun an ion 
formed from ammonia 
amnesia /sem'niizio/ noun loss of memory 
amnia /'aemnio/ plural of amnion 
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amnihook /'Eemnihuk/ noun a hooked instru¬ 
ment used to induce labour by pulling on the 
amniotic sac 

amnio /'aemniou/ noun same as amniocente¬ 
sis ( informal) 

amniocentesis /.asmnbusen'tiisis/ noun a 
procedure which involves taking a test sample 
of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy using a 
hollow needle and syringe 
comment: Amniocentesis and amnioscopy, 
the examination and testing of the amniotic 
fluid, give information about possible congen¬ 
ital disorders in the fetus as well as the sex of 
the unborn baby. 

amniography /.cemni'ogrofi/ noun an X-ray 
of the womb 

amnion /'aemnion/ noun the thin sac contain¬ 
ing the amniotic fluid which covers an unborn 
baby in the uterus. Also called amniotic sac 
amnioscope /'aemnbskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to examine a fetus through the cer¬ 
vical channel, before the amniotic sac is bro¬ 
ken 

amnioscopy ^aemni'Dskopi/ noun an exam¬ 
ination of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy 
amniotic /.cemni'Dtik/ adjective relating to 
the amnion 

amniotic cavity /.asmniDtik 'kaeviti/ noun a 
space formed by the amnion, full of amniotic 
fluid 

amniotic fluid /.semniotik 'flund/ noun the 
fluid contained in the amnion which surrounds 
an unborn baby 

amniotic sac /.cemniotik 'saek/ noun same 

as amnion 

amniotomy /.aemni'Dtomi/ noun a puncture 
of the amnion to help induce labour 
amoeba /o'miibo/ noun a form of animal life, 
made up of a single cell (note: The plural is 

amoebae.) 

amoebiasis /.semi'baiosis/ noun an infec¬ 
tion caused by amoebae which can result in 
amoebic dysentery in the large intestine (intes¬ 
tinal amoebiasis) and sometimes affects the 
lungs (pulmonary amoebiasis) 
amoebic /o'miibik/ adjective relating to or 
caused by amoebae 

amoebic dysentery /o,mi:bik 'dis(o)ntri/ 
noun a form of dysentery mainly found in trop¬ 
ical areas that is caused by Entamoeba histo¬ 
lytica which enters the body through contami¬ 
nated water or unwashed food 
amoebicide /o'miibisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills amoebae 

amorphous /o'moifos/ adjective with no 
regular shape 

amoxicillin /o'mDksisilin/ noun an antibiot¬ 
ic 

Amoxil /o'moksil/ a trade name for amoxicil¬ 
lin 

amphetamine /sem'fetomiin/ noun same as 

amfetamine 


amphetamine abuse /sem'fetomiin o 
,bju:s/ noun the repeated addictive use of am¬ 
phetamines which in the end affects the mental 
faculties 

amphiarthrosis /.semfiai'Grousis/ noun a 
joint which only has limited movement, e.g. 
one of the joints in the spine 
amphotericin /.semfou'terisin/ noun an an¬ 
tifungal agent, used against Candida 
ampicillin ^aempi'silin/ noun a type of peni¬ 
cillin, used as an antibiotic 
ampoule /'aempuil/, ampule /'aempjuil/ 
noun a small glass container, closed at the 
neck, used to contain sterile drugs for use in in¬ 
jections 

ampulla /aem'pub/ noun a swelling of a ca¬ 
nal or duct, shaped like a bottle (note: The plu¬ 
ral is ampullae.) 

amputate /'aempjuteit/ verb to remove a 
limb or part of a limb in a surgical operation O 
The patient's leg needs to be amputated below 
the knee. O After gangrene set in, surgeons 
had to amputate her toes. 
amputation /.asmpju'teiJXojn/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of a limb or part of a limb 
amputee /.asmpju'ti:/ noun someone who 
has had a limb or part of a limb removed in a 
surgical operation 

amygdala /o'migdob/ noun an almond- 
shaped body in the brain, at the end of the cau¬ 
date nucleus of the thalamus. Also called amy¬ 
gdaloid body 

amygdaloid body /o'migdobid ,bodi/ 
noun same as amygdala 
amyl- / 2 em(o)l/ prefix referring to starch 
amylase /'cemileiz/ noun an enzyme which 
converts starch into maltose 
amyl nitrate /,aem(9)l 'naitreit/ noun a drug 
used to reduce blood pressure (note: Amyl ni¬ 
trate is also used as a recreational drug.) 
amyloid /'aemibid/ noun a waxy protein that 
forms in some tissues during the development 
of various diseases, e.g. forming disc-shaped 
plaques in the brain in Alzheimer’s disease 
amyloid disease /'semibid di,zi:z/ noun 
same as amyloidosis 

amyloidosis /.semibi'dousis/ noun a dis¬ 
ease of the kidneys and liver, where amyloid 
develops in the tissues. Also called amyloid 
disease 

amyloid precursor protein /.aemibid pri 
'k3:so ,prouti:n/ noun a compound found in 
cell membranes from which beta amyloid is 
derived. A mutation of the gene causes early- 
onset Alzheimer’s disease in a few families, 
amylopsin /.semi'lDpsin/ noun an enzyme 
which converts starch into maltose 
amylose /'aemibuz/ noun a carbohydrate of 
starch 

amyotonia /.eimaio'tounb/ noun a lack of 
muscle tone 
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amyotonia congenita /.eimaiotounio kon 
'd3emt9/ noun a congenital disease of chil¬ 
dren in which the muscles lack tone. Also 
called floppy baby syndrome 
amyotrophia /e^maio'troufio/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which a muscle wastes away 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis /ei 
,mai9trDfik ,lcet3r(9)l sklo'rousis/ noun a 
motor neurone disease in which the limbs 
twitch and the muscles gradually waste away. 
Also called Gehrig’s disease. Abbr ALS 
amyotrophy /ei.mai'otrofi/ same as amyo¬ 
trophia 

an- /aen/ prefix same as ana- ( used before vow¬ 
els) 

ana- /sens/ prefix without or lacking 
anabolic /.asno'bDlik/ adjective referring to a 
substance which synthesises protein 
‘...insulin, secreted by the islets of Langerhans, is 
the body’s major anabolic hormone, regulating the 
metabolism of all body fuels and substrates’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

anabolic steroid /asno.bDlik 'stioroid/ 
noun a drug which encourages the synthesis of 
new living tissue, especially muscle, from nu¬ 
trients 

anabolism /£e'n2eb9liz(o)m/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of building up complex chemical substanc¬ 
es on the basis of simpler ones 
anacrotism /9'naekrotiz(3)m/ noun a second 
stroke in the pulse 

anaemia /o'niimio/ noun a condition in 
which the level of red blood cells is less than 
usual or where the haemoglobin is less, mak¬ 
ing it more difficult for the blood to carry oxy¬ 
gen. The symptoms are tiredness and pale col¬ 
our, especially pale lips, nails and the inside of 
the eyelids. The condition can be fatal if not 
treated, (note: The US spelling is anemia.) 
anaemic /o'niimik/ adjective having anaemia 
(note: The US spelling is anemic.) 
anaerobe /'asnoroub, asn'eoroub/ noun a 
microorganism which lives without oxygen, 
e.g. the tetanus bacillus 
anaerobic /.ceno'roubik/ adjective 1 . not 
needing oxygen for metabolism O anaerobic 
bacteria 2. without oxygen O anaerobic con¬ 
ditions 

anaesthesia /.senos'Giizio/ noun 1 . a state, 
deliberately produced in a patient by a medical 
procedure, in which he or she can feel no pain, 
either in a part or in the whole of the body 2. a 
loss of feeling caused by damage to nerves 
(note: The US spelling is anesthesia.) 
anaesthesiologist /,£en9s0i:zi'Dtad3ist/ 
noun US a specialist in the study of anaesthet¬ 
ics 

anaesthetic /.aenos'Getik/ adjective induc¬ 
ing loss of feeling ■ noun a substance given to 
someone to remove feeling, so that he or she 
can undergo an operation without pain 


‘Spinal and epidural anaesthetics can also cause 
gross vasodilation, leading to heat loss’ 
[British Journal of Nursing] 

anaesthetic induction /.senosGetik in 
'dAkJon/ noun a method of inducing anaesthe¬ 
sia in a patient 

anaesthetic risk /.cenosGetik 'risk/ noun 
the risk that an anaesthetic may cause serious 
unwanted side effects 

anaesthetise /o'niisGotaiz/, anaesthetize 

verb to produce a loss of feeling in a person or 
in part of the person’s body 
anaesthetist /o'niisGotist/ noun a specialist 
who administers anaesthetics 
anal /'em(o)l/ adjective relating to the anus 
anal canal ^emCo)! ko'nasl/ noun a passage 
leading from the rectum to the anus 
analeptic /.asno'leptik/ noun a drug used to 
make someone regain consciousness or to 
stimulate a patient 

anal fissure /,ein(9)l 'fijo/ noun a crack in 
the mucous membrane of the wall of the anal 
canal 

anal fistula /,ein(3)l 'fist julo/ noun a fistula 
which develops between the rectum and the 
outside of the body after an abscess near the 
anus. Also called fistula in ano 
analgesia /,aen(9)rd3i:zi9/ noun a reduction 
of the feeling of pain without loss of con¬ 
sciousness 

analgesic /,2en(o)rd3i:zik/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to analgesia ■ noun a painkilling drug 
which produces analgesia and reduces pyrexia 
comment: There are two types of analgesic: 
non-opioid such as paracetamol and aspirin 
(acetylsalicylic acid), and opioid such as co¬ 
deine phosphate. Opioid analgesics are used 
for severe pain relief such as in terminal care, 
as cough suppressants and to reduce gut mo¬ 
tility in cases of diarrhoea. Analgesics are 
commonly used as local anaesthetics, for ex¬ 
ample in dentistry. 

anally /'ein(o)li/ adverb through the anus O 
The patient is not able to pass faeces anally. 
anal passage /,ein(9)l 'pa2sid3/ noun same 

as anus 

anal sphincter /,ein(3)l 'sfigkto/ noun a 
strong ring of muscle which closes the anus 
anal triangle /,ein(9)l 'traiaegg(o)l/ noun 
the posterior part of the perineum. Also called 

rectal triangle 

analyse /'asnolaiz/ verb to examine some¬ 
thing in detail O The laboratory is analysing 
the blood samples. O When the food was ana¬ 
lysed it was found to contain traces of bacte¬ 
ria. (note: The US spelling is analyze.) 
analyser /'zenolaizo/ noun a machine which 
analyses blood or tissue samples automatically 
(note: The US spelling is analyzer.) 
analysis /o'nselosis/ noun an examination of 
a substance to find out what it is made of 
(note: The plural is analyses.) 
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analyst /'annalist/ noun 1. a person who ex¬ 
amines samples of substances or tissue, to find 
out what they are made of 2. same as psycho¬ 
analyst 

anamnesis /.cenaem'niisis/ noun someone’s 
medical history, especially given in their own 
words 

anamnestic /.senaem'nestik/ adjective 
showing a secondary immunological response 
to an antigen some time after immunisation 
anaphase /'aenofeiz/ noun a stage in cell di¬ 
vision, after the metaphase and before the tel¬ 
ophase 

anaphylactic /.amafTlasktik/ adjective re¬ 
lating to or caused by extreme sensitivity to a 
substance 

anaphylactic shock /.aenofilasktik 'Jbk/ 
noun a sudden severe reaction, which can be 
fatal, to something such as an injected sub¬ 
stance or a bee sting 

anaphylaxis /.aenafi'laeksis/ noun 1 . ex¬ 
treme sensitivity to a substance introduced into 
the body 2. same as anaphylactic shock 
anaplasia /.seno'pleisio/ noun the loss of a 
cell’s typical characteristics, caused by cancer 
anaplastic /,sens'plasstik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to anaplasia 

anaplastic neoplasm /.sensplsestik 
'ni:suplsez(s)m/ noun a cancer where the cells 
are not similar to those of the tissue from 
which they come 

anarthria /sen'aiOris/ noun the loss of the 
ability to speak words properly 
anasarca /.sens'saiks/ noun the presence of 
fluid in the body tissues. [) oedema 
anastomose /s'nsestsmsuz/ verb to join 
two blood vessels or tubular structures togeth¬ 
er 

anastomosis /o.nzesto'mousis/ noun a con¬ 
nection made between two blood vessels or tu¬ 
bular structures, either naturally or by surgery 
anat. abbr 1 . anatomical 2. anatomy 
anatomical /.ceno'tomikCo)!/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to the anatomy O the anatomical features 
of a fetus 

anatomical position /,2en9tDmik(9)l po 
'ziJ(o)n/ noun in anatomy, the standard posi¬ 
tion of the body from which all directions and 
positions are derived. The body is assumed to 
be standing, with the feet together, the arms to 
the side, and the head, eyes and palms facing 
forward. 

anatomy /o'nsetomi/ noun 1 . the structure, 
especially the internal structure, of the body 2. 
the branch of science that studies the structure 
of the bodies of humans, animals and plants O 
They are studying anatomy. □ the anatomy of 
a bone a description of the structure and shape 
of a bone 

ancillary staff /asn'sitari staif/ noun the 
staff in a hospital who are not administrators, 


doctors or nurses, e.g. cleaners, porters, kitch¬ 
en staff 

ancillary worker /asn'silori ,w3:ko/ noun 
someone who does a job for patients such 
cooking or cleaning which is supplementary to 
medical care 

anconeus /aerj'kounios/ noun a small trian¬ 
gular muscle at the back of the elbow 
Ancylostoma /.aensilo'stoumo/ noun a par¬ 
asitic worm in the intestine which holds onto 
the wall of the intestine with its teeth and lives 
on the blood and protein of the carrier 
ancylostomiasis /.asnsilousto'maiosis/ 
noun a disease of which the symptoms are 
weakness and anaemia, caused by a hook¬ 
worm which lives on the blood of the carrier. 
In severe cases the person may die. 
androgen /'sendrodson/ noun a male sex 
hormone, testosterone or androsterone, which 
increases the male characteristics of the body 
androgenic /,2endr3'd3enik/ adjective pro¬ 
ducing male characteristics 
androgynous /.aen'drodgonos/ adjective 
same as hermaphrodite 
andrology / 2 en'drDlod 3 i/ noun the study of 
male sexual characteristics and subjects such 
as impotence, infertility and the male meno¬ 
pause 

androsterone /aen'drostoroun/ noun one of 
the male sex hormones 

anemia /o'niimio/ noun US same as anaemia 
anencephalous /.aenen'kefolos/ adjective 
having no brain 

anencephaly /.amen'kefoli/ noun the ab¬ 
sence of a brain, which causes a fetus to die a 
few hours after birth 

anergy /'ceri3d3i/ noun 1 . a state of severe 
weakness and lack of energy 2. lack of immu¬ 
nity 

anesthesia, etc /.zenos'0i:33/ US same as 

anaesthesia, etc 

aneurine /o'njuorin/ noun same as Vitamin 
Bi 

aneurysm /'aenjorizColm/ noun a swelling 
caused by the weakening of the wall of a blood 
vessel 

COMMENT: Aneurysm usually occurs in the 
wall of the aorta, 'aortic aneurysm’, and is of¬ 
ten due to atherosclerosis, and sometimes to 
syphilis. 

angi- /tendgi/ prefix same as angio- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

angiectasis /.aendji'ektosis/ noun a swell¬ 
ing of the blood vessels 
angiitis /,aend 3 i'aitis/ noun an inflammation 
of a blood vessel 

angina /Een'dsaino/ noun a pain in the chest 
following exercise or eating, which is caused 
by an inadequate supply of blood to the heart 
muscles because of narrowing of the arteries. 
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It is commonly treated with nitrates or calcium 
channel blocker drugs. 

anginal /sen'dsainol/ adjective referring to 
angina O He suffered anginal pains. 
angina pectoris / 2 en,d 3 amo 'pektoris/ 
noun same as angina 

angio- / 2 end 3 iou/ prefix referring to a blood 
vessel 

angiocardiogram /.sendsiou'kaidiograsm/ 
noun a series of pictures resulting from angi¬ 
ocardiography 

angiocardiography /.sendsioukaidi'Dgrofi/ 
noun an X-ray examination of the cardiac sys¬ 
tem after injection with an opaque dye so that 
the organs show up clearly on the film 
angiodysplasia /.asndsioudis'pleizio/ 
noun a condition where the blood vessels in the 
colon dilate, resulting in loss of blood 
angiogenesis /,2end3i9u'd3en9sis/ noun 
the formation of new blood vessels, e.g. in an 
embryo or as a result of a tumour 
angiogram /'cendsiougrasm/ noun an X-ray 
picture of blood vessels 
angiography /,aend3i'Dgr9fi/ noun an X-ray 
examination of blood vessels after injection 
with an opaque dye so that they show up clear¬ 
ly on the film 

angiology /.aendsi'Dlodsi/ noun the branch 
of medicine which deals with blood vessels 
and the lymphatic system 
angioma /.sendsi'oumo/ noun a benign tu¬ 
mour formed of blood vessels, e.g. a naevus 
angioneurotic oedema /.zendsiounju.rof 
tik I'diimo/ noun a sudden accumulation of 
liquid under the skin, similar to nettle rash 
angiopathy /,asnd3i'Dp90i/ noun a disease of 
vessels such as blood and lymphatic vessels 
angioplasty /'aendsiou.plsesti/ noun plastic 
surgery to repair a blood vessel, e.g. a nar¬ 
rowed coronary artery 

angiosarcoma /.asndsiousai'koumo/ noun 
a malignant tumour in a blood vessel 
angioscope /'asndsiouskoup/ noun a long 
thin surgical instrument threaded into a pa¬ 
tient’s blood vessels to allow surgeons to ob¬ 
serve and perform operations without making 
large incisions 

angiospasm /'cend3i9usp£ez(9)m/ noun a 
spasm which constricts blood vessels 
angiotensin /'eendsioutensin/ noun a 
polypeptide which affects blood pressure by 
causing vasoconstriction and increasing extra¬ 
cellular volume 

comment: The precursor protein, alpha-2- 
globulin is converted to angiotensin I, which is 
inactive. A converting enzyme changes angi¬ 
otensin I into the active form, angiotensin II . 
Drugs which block the conversion to the ac¬ 
tive form, ACE inhibitors, are used in the treat¬ 
ment of hypertension and heart failure, 
angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibi¬ 
tor /,aend3i3utensin kon.vsitir) 'enzaim in 


ankle joint 

,hibito/ noun a drug which inhibits the conver¬ 
sion of angiotensin I to angiotensin II, which 
constricts arteries, used in the treatment of hy¬ 
pertension and heart failure. Also called ACE 
inhibitor (note: ACE inhibitors have names 
ending in -pril: captopril.) 
comment: Contraindications include use with 
diuretics, when hypotension can occur and 
should be avoided in patients with renovascu¬ 
lar disease. 

angle-closure glaucoma /,aerjgol ,ktau39 
gloi'koumo/ noun an unusually high pressure 
of fluid inside the eyeball caused by pressure 
of the iris against the lens, trapping the aque¬ 
ous humour. Also called acute glaucoma 
angular stomatitis /.aerjgjub .stoumo 
1 tait is/ noun a condition of the lips, mouth and 
cheeks characterised by cracks and fissures 
and caused by a bacterial infection 
angular vein /'seggjulo vein/ noun a vein 
which continues the facial vein at the side of 
the nose 

anhedonia /.aenhi'dounio/ noun a psycho¬ 
logical condition in which a person is unable 
to enjoy all the experiences that most people 
enjoy 

anhidrosis /,£enhTdrousis/ noun a condition 
in which sweating by the body is reduced or 
stops completely 

anhidrotic /.aenhi'drDtik/ adjective referring 
to a drug which reduces sweating 
anhydraemia /.asnhai'driimio/ noun a lack 
of sufficient fluid in the blood 
anhydrous /asn'haidros/ adjective referring 
to compounds or crystals that contain no water 
anhydrous alcohol /,£enhaidros 'aflkohol/ 
noun same as absolute alcohol 
anidrosis /.aeni'drousis/ noun same as an¬ 
hidrosis 

aniridia /.aem'ridio/ noun a congenital ab¬ 
sence of the iris 

anisocytosis /.senaisousai'tousis/ noun a 
variation in size of red blood cells 
anisomelia /.aenaisou'miilio/ noun a differ¬ 
ence in length of the legs 
anisometropia /^naisoumo'troupio/ noun 
a state where the refraction in the two eyes is 
different 

ankle /'aeqkol/ noun the part of the body 
where the foot is connected to the leg □ he 
twisted his ankle, he sprained his ankle he 
hurt it by stretching it or bending it 
anklebone /'asgko^boun/ noun same as 
talus 

ankle jerk/'asrjkol d33ik/ noun a sudden jerk 
as a reflex action of the foot when the back of 
the ankle is tapped 

ankle joint /'asrjkol d33int/ noun a joint 
which connects the bones of the lower leg (the 
tibia and fibula) to the talus 
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ankyloblepharon /.cerjkibu'bleforDn/ 
noun a state where the edges of the eyelids are 
stuck together 

ankylose /'cegkilouz/ verb to fuse together, 
or to cause bones to fuse together 
ankylosing spondylitis /.segkibuzig 
spDndi'laitis/ noun a condition occurring 
more frequently in young men, in which the 
vertebrae and sacroiliac joints are inflamed 
and become stiff 

ankylosis /.seqki'lousis/ noun a condition in 
which the bones of a joint fuse together 
Ankylostoma /.serjkirstoumo/ noun same 

as Ancylostoma 

ankylostomiasis /.serjkibusto'maiosis/ 
noun same as ancylostomiasis 
ANLL abbr acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia 
annular /'asnjulo/ adjective shaped like a ring 
annulus /'senjulos/ noun a structure shaped 
like a ring 

ano- /senou/ prefix referring to the anus 
anococcygeal / l aenokDksi l d3i:ol/ adjective 
referring to both the anus and coccyx 
anodyne /'zenodain/ noun a drug which re¬ 
duces pain, e.g. aspirin or codeine ■ adjective 
referring to drugs that bring relief from pain or 
discomfort 

anomalous /o'nDmolos/ adjective different 
from what is usual 

anomalous pulmonary venous drain¬ 
age /o.nDmolos .pAlmonCojri 'viinos ,dreif 
nid 3 / noun a condition in which oxygenated 
blood from the lungs drains into the right atri¬ 
um instead of the left 

anomaly /o'nDmoli/ noun something which 
is different from the usual 
anomie /'aenomi/ noun a psychological con¬ 
dition in which a person develops the feeling 
of not being part of the everyday world, and 
behaves as though they do not have any sup¬ 
porting social or moral framework 
anonychia /.aeno'nikio/ noun a congenital 
absence of one or more nails 
anopheles /o'nofoliiz/ noun a mosquito 
which carries the malaria parasite 
anoplasty /'einouplaesti/ noun surgery to re¬ 
pair the anus, as in treating haemorrhoids 
anorchism /£en'o:kiz(9)m/ noun a congeni¬ 
tal absence of testicles 

anorectal /.einou'rektCo)!/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to both the anus and rectum 
anorectic /.aeno'rektik/ noun a medicine 
that suppresses the appetite ■ adjective relat¬ 
ing to life-threatening loss of appetite 
anorexia /.aeno'reksio/ noun loss of appetite 
anorexia nervosa /aeno.reksio nai'vouso/ 
noun a psychological condition, usually found 
in girls and young women, in which a person 
refuses to eat because of a fear of becoming fat 
anorexic /.aeno'reksik/ adjective 1. referring 
to anorexia 2. having anorexia O The school 


has developed a programme of counselling for 
anorexic students. 

anosmia /aen'ozmio/ noun the lack of the 
sense of smell 

anovulant /aen'ovj slant/ noun a drug that 
prevents ovulation, e.g. a birth-control pill 
anovular /aen'Dvjuls/ adjective without an 
ovum 

anovular bleeding /aen.Dvjuls 'bliidiq/ 
noun bleeding from the uterus when ovulation 
has not taken place 

anovulation /aen.Dvju'leiJXsjn/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which a women does not ovulate and 
is therefore infertile 

anoxaemia /.aenDk'siimis/ noun a reduction 
of the amount of oxygen in the blood 
anoxia /aen'oksis/ noun a lack of oxygen in 
body tissue 

anoxic /aen'oksik/ adjective referring to an¬ 
oxia or lacking oxygen 
anserina /.aenss'rains/> cutis anserina 
antacid /aent'sesid/ adjective preventing too 
much acid forming in the stomach or altering 
the amount of acid in the stomach ■ noun a 
substance that stops too much acid forming in 
the stomach, used in the treatment of gastro¬ 
intestinal conditions such as ulcers, e.g. calci¬ 
um carbonate or magnesium trisilicate 
antagonism /aen'taegsmz(s)m/ noun 1. the 
opposing force that usually exists between 
pairs of muscles 2. the interaction between two 
or more chemical substances in the body that 
reduces the effect that each substance has indi¬ 
vidually 

antagonist /aen'taegsmst/ adjective 1. refer¬ 
ring to a muscle which opposes another mus¬ 
cle in a movement 2. referring to a substance 
which opposes another substance ■ noun a 
substance which acts through specific recep¬ 
tors to block the action of another substance, 
but which has no observable physiological ef¬ 
fect itself O Atropine is a cholinergic antago¬ 
nist and blocks the effects of acetylcholine. 
ante- /aenti/ prefix before 
ante cibum /.aenti 'tjibsm, ,aenti 'siibsm/ 
adverb full form of a.c. 
anteflexion /.aenti'flekjsn/ noun the curv¬ 
ing forward of an organ, e.g. the usual curva¬ 
ture of the uterus 

antegrade amnesia /.aentigreid aem 
'niizis/ noun a form of memory loss relating to 
the things that happen after a traumatic event 
antemortem ^aenti'moitsm/ noun the peri¬ 
od before death 

antenatal /,aenti'neit(s)l/ adjective during 
the period between conception and childbirth 
antenatal clinic /,aenti'neit(s)l .klinik/ 
noun a clinic where expectant mothers are 
taught how to look after babies, do exercises 
and have medical checkups. Also called ma¬ 
ternity clinic 
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antenatal diagnosis /,2enti,neit(9)l ,daiog 
'nousis/ noun a medical examination of a 
pregnant woman to see if the fetus is develop¬ 
ing in the usual way. Also called prenatal di¬ 
agnosis 

antepartum /.aenti'paitom/ noun the period 
of three months before childbirth ■ adjective 
referring to the three months before childbirth 

antepartum haemorrhage /.aentipaitom 
'hemorid 3 / noun bleeding from the vagina be¬ 
fore labour. Abbr APH 

anterior /aen'tiorio/ adjective in front. Oppo¬ 
site posterior 

anterior aspect /aen.tiorio 'aespekt/ noun a 
view of the front of the body, or of the front of 
part of the body. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement 

anterior chamber /aen.tiario 'tjeimbo/ 
noun part of the aqueous chamber of the eye 
which is in front of the iris 
anterior fontanelle /aen.tiario fonto'nel/ 
noun the cartilage at the top of the head where 
the frontal bone joins the two parietals 
anterior jugular /aen.tisrio 'd 3 Agjulo/ noun 
a small jugular vein in the neck 
anterior nares /aen.tiorio 'neoriiz/ plural 
noun the two nostrils. Also called external 
nares 

anterior superior iliac spine /aen.tisrio 
su.piorio 'ilisek spam/ noun a projection at 
the front end of the iliac crest of the pelvis 
anterior synechia /aen.tiorio si'nekio/ 
noun a condition of the eye, where the iris 
sticks to the cornea 

anterograde amnesia /.aentorougreid aem 
'niizio/ noun a brain condition in which the 
person cannot remember things which hap¬ 
pened recently 

anteversion /.aenti' v3:J(o)n/ noun the tilting 
forward of an organ, whether usual, as of the 
uterus, or unusual 

anthelmintic /.aenGel'mintik/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which removes worms from the intes¬ 
tine ■ adjective removing worms from the in¬ 
testine 

anthracosis /.aenGro'kousis/ noun a lung 
disease caused by breathing coal dust 
anthrax /'aenGraeks/ noun a disease of cattle 
and sheep which can be transmitted to humans 
comment: Caused by Bacillus anthracis, an¬ 
thrax can be transmitted by touching infected 
skin, meat or other parts of an animal, includ¬ 
ing bone meal used as a fertiliser. It causes 
pustules on the skin or in the lungs, ‘woolsort- 
er’s disease’. 

anthrop- /aenGrop/ prefix referring to human 
beings 

anthropometry /.aenGra'pcmotri/ noun the 
study of human body measurements (note: 
The uses of anthropometry include the design of 
ergonomic furniture and the examination and 
comparison of populations.) 


anti- /aenti/ prefix against 
antiallergenic /,aentiaelo'd 3 enik/ adjective 
referring to something such as a cosmetic 
which will not aggravate an allergy 
antiarrhythmic /.aentiei'ridmik/ adjective 
referring to a drug which corrects an irregular 
heartbeat 

antiasthmatic /.aentiaes'maetik/ adjective 
referring to a drug that is used to treat asthma 
antibacterial /.aentibaek'tioriol/ adjective 
destroying bacteria 

antibiogram ^aenti'baiograem/ noun a labo¬ 
ratory technique which establishes to what de¬ 
gree an organism is sensitive to an antibiotic 
antibiotic /.aentibai'Dtik/ adjective stopping 
the spread of bacteria ■ noun a drug which is 
developed from living substances and which 
stops the spread of bacteria, e.g. penicillin O 
He was given a course of antibiotics. O Antibi¬ 
otics have no effect against viral diseases. 
comment: Penicillin is one of the commonest 
antibiotics, together with streptomycin, tetra¬ 
cycline, erythromycin and many others. Al¬ 
though antibiotics are widely and successfully 
used, new forms of bacteria have developed 
which are resistant to them, 
antibody /'aentibodi/ noun a protein that is 
stimulated by the body to produce foreign sub¬ 
stances such as bacteria, as part of an immune 
reaction O Tests showed that he had antibodies 
in his blood. 

antibody-negative /.aentibodi 'negotiv/ 
adjective showing none of a particular anti¬ 
body in the blood O The donor tested anti¬ 
body-negative. 

antibody-positive /.aentibodi 'pDzitiv/ ad¬ 
jective showing the presence of particular anti¬ 
bodies in the blood O The patient is HIV anti- 
body-positive. 

anti-cancer drug /.asnti 'kaenso drAg/ noun 
a drug which can control or destroy cancer 
cells 

anticholinergic /,aentikouli'n3:d3ik/ adjec¬ 
tive blocking nerve impulses which are part of 
the stress response ■ noun one of a group of 
drugs which are used to control stress 
anticholinesterase /.aentikoulin'estoreiz/ 
noun a substance which blocks nerve impulses 
by reducing the activity of the enzyme 
cholinesterase 

anticoagulant /.aentikou'aegjulont/ adjec¬ 
tive slowing or stopping the clotting of blood ■ 
noun a drug which slows down or stops the 
clotting of blood, used to prevent the forma¬ 
tion of a thrombus (note: Anticoagulants have 
names ending in -parin: heparin.) 
anticonvulsant /,aentikon'vAls(3)nt/ adjec¬ 
tive acting to control convulsions ■ noun a 
drug used to control convulsions, as in the 
treatment of epilepsy, e.g. carbamazepine 
anti-D /.aenti 'di/, anti-D gamma-globulin 
/aenti ,di: .gaemo 'globjulin/ noun Rh D im- 
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munoglobulin, used to treat pregnant women 
who develop antibodies when the mother is 
Rh-negative and the fetus is Rh-positive 
antidepressant /,2entidi'pres(3)nt/ adjec¬ 
tive acting to relieve depression ■ noun a drug 
used to relieve depression by stimulating the 
mood of a depressed person. Examples are tri¬ 
cyclic antidepressants, selective serotonin re¬ 
uptake inhibitors and monoamine oxidase in¬ 
hibitors. 

antidiabetic /.asntidaio'betik/ noun a drug 
used in the treatment of diabetes ■ adjective 
referring to an antidiabetic drug 
antidiarrhoeal /.asntidaio'riiol/ noun a drug 
used in the treatment of diarrhoea ■ adjective 
referring to an antidiarrhoeal drug (note: [all 
senses] The US spelling is antidiarrheal.) 
anti-D immunoglobulin /zenti ,dii im 
junou'glDbjulm/ noun immunoglobulin ad¬ 
ministered to Rh-negative mothers after the 
birth of an Rh-positive baby, to prevent 
haemolytic disease of the newborn in the next 
pregnancy 

antidiuretic /.aentidaiju'retik/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which stops the production of excessive 
amounts of urine O hormones which have an 
antidiuretic effect on the kidneys ■ adjective 
preventing the excessive production of urine 
antidiuretic hormone /.amtidaiju.retik 
'hoimoun/ noun a hormone secreted by the 
posterior lobe of the pituitary gland which acts 
on the kidneys to regulate the quantity of salt 
in body fluids and the amount of urine excret¬ 
ed by the kidneys. Also called vasopressin 
antidote /'aentidout/ noun a substance which 
counteracts the effect of a poison O There is no 
satisfactory antidote to cyanide. 
antiembolic /.aentiem'bolik/ adjective pre¬ 
venting embolism 

antiemetic /.aentii'metik/ noun a drug 
which prevents vomiting ■ adjective acting to 
prevent vomiting 

antiepileptic drug /,£entiepi'leptik drAg/ 
noun a drug used in the treatment of epilepsy 
and convulsions, e.g. carbamazepine 
antifibrinolytic /.aentifaibrino'litik/ adjec¬ 
tive acting to reduce fibrosis 
antifungal /.aenti'fApgol/ adjective referring 
to a substance which kills or controls fungal 
and yeast infections, e.g. Candida and ring¬ 
worm (note: Antifungal drugs have names end¬ 
ing in -conazole: fluconazole.) 
antigen /'£entid39n/ noun a substance that 
stimulates the body to produce antibodies, e.g. 
a protein on the surface of a cell or microor¬ 
ganism 

antigenic /, 2 enti'd 3 enik/ adjective referring 
to a substance which stimulates the formation 
of antibodies 


antihaemophilic factor /.centihiimo'filik 
,f£ekto/ noun factor VIII, used to encourage 
blood-clotting in haemophiliacs. Abbr AHF 
antihelminthic /.centihel'minGik/ noun a 
drug used in the treatment of worm infections 
such as threadworm, hookworm or round- 
worm 

antihistamine /.senti'histomiin/ noun a 
drug used to control the effects of an allergy 
which releases histamine, or reduces gastric 
acid in the stomach for the treatment of gastric 
ulcers (note: Antihistamines have names end¬ 
ing in -tidine: loratidine for allergies, cimeti- 
dine for gastric ulcers.) 

anti-HIV antibody /.aenti ,eitj ai vi: 'asnti 
bDdi/ noun an antibody which attacks HIV 
antihypertensive /.asntihaipo'tensiv/ ad¬ 
jective acting to reduce blood pressure ■ noun 
a drug used to reduce high blood pressure 
anti-inflammatory /,aenti in'fkemot^ri/ 
adjective referring to a drug which reduces in¬ 
flammation 

antilymphocytic serum /.centilimfou'sitik 
.siorom/ noun a serum used to produce immu¬ 
nosuppression in people undergoing transplant 
operations. Abbr ALS 

antimalarial ^sentimo'leoriol/ noun a drug 
used to treat malaria and in malarial prophy¬ 
laxis ■ adjective treating or preventing malaria 
antimetabolite /.asntimo'tasbolait/ noun a 
substance which can replace a cell metabo¬ 
lism, but which is not active 
antimicrobial /.amtimai'kroubiol/ adjective 
acting against microorganisms that cause dis¬ 
ease 

antimigraine /.centi'maigrein/ noun a drug 
used in the treatment of migraine 
antimitotic /.centimai'tDtik/ adjective pre¬ 
venting the division of a cell by mitosis 
antimuscarinic /.centimAsko'rinik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a drug which blocks acetylcho¬ 
line receptors found on smooth muscle in the 
gut and eye 

antimycotic /.gentimai'kotik/ adjective de¬ 
stroying fungi 

antinauseant /.centi'noiziont/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a drug which helps to suppress nau¬ 
sea 

antioxidant /.asnti'Dksid^nt/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes oxygen less damaging, 
e.g. in the body or in foods or plastics O anti¬ 
oxidant vitamins 

antiperistalsis /.asntiperi'stselsis/ noun a 
movement in the oesophagus or intestine 
which causes their contents to move in the op¬ 
posite direction to usual peristalsis, so leading 
to vomiting 

antiperspirant /.asnti'psisp^ront/ noun a 
substance which prevents sweating ■ adjective 
preventing sweating 
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antipruritic /.asntipru'ritik/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which prevents itching ■ adjective pre¬ 
venting itching 

antipsychotic /.sentisai'kDtik/ noun a neu¬ 
roleptic or major tranquilliser drug which 
calms disturbed people without causing seda¬ 
tion or confusion by blocking dopamine recep¬ 
tors in the brain 

comment: Extrapyramidal side-effects can oc¬ 
cur from the use of antipsychotics, including 
Parkinsonian symptoms and restlessness, 
antipyretic /,sentipai 1 retik/ noun a drug 
which helps to reduce a fever ■ adjective re¬ 
ducing fever 

anti-Rh body /.aenti a:r 'eitj ,bDdi/ noun an 
antibody formed in a mother’s blood in reac¬ 
tion to a Rhesus antigen in the blood of the fe¬ 
tus 

antisepsis /,aenti' sepsis/ noun a procedure 
intended to prevent sepsis 
antiseptic /,sent i' sept ik/ adjective prevent¬ 
ing harmful microorganisms from spreading O 
She gargled with an antiseptic mouthwash. ■ 
noun a substance which prevents germs grow¬ 
ing or spreading O The nurse painted the 
wound with antiseptic. 

antiserum /.centi'siorom/ noun t serum 
(note: The plural is antisera.) 
antisocial /.asnti'souJXo)!/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to behaviour which is harmful to other 
people 

antispasmodic /.aentispaez'modik/ noun a 
drug used to prevent spasms 
antitetanus serum /asnti'tetonss .siorom/ 
noun a serum which protects a patient against 
tetanus. Abbr ATS 

antithrombin /senti'Brombin/ noun a sub¬ 
stance present in the blood which prevents 
clotting 

antitoxic serum /senti'tDksik .siorom/ 
noun an immunising agent, formed of serum 
taken from an animal which has developed an¬ 
tibodies to a disease, used to protect a person 
from that disease 

antitoxin /.aenti'toksin/ noun an antibody 
produced by the body to counteract a poison in 
the body 

antitragus /.senti'treigos/ noun a small pro¬ 
jection on the outer ear opposite the tragus 
antituberculous drug /,2entitju'b3:kjubs 
drAg/ noun a drug used to treat tuberculosis, 
e.g. Isoniazid or rifampicin 
antitussive /.zenti'tASiv/ noun a drug used 
to reduce coughing 

antivenin /.aenti'vemn/, antivenom /.asnti 
'venom/, antivenene /.sentivo'niin/ noun a 
substance which helps the body to fight the ef¬ 
fects of a particular venom from a snake or in¬ 
sect bite 

antiviral /.aenti'vairol/ adjective referring to 
a drug or treatment which stops or reduces the 


damage caused by a virus ■ noun same as an¬ 
tiviral drug 

antiviral drug /.senti'vairol drAg/ noun a 
drug which is effective against a virus (note: 
Antiviral drugs have names ending in -ciclovir.) 
antra /'centra/ plural of antrum 
antral /'central/ adjective referring to an an¬ 
trum 

antral puncture /,£entral 'pArjktJa/ noun 
making a hole in the wall of the maxillary si¬ 
nus to remove fluid 

antrectomy /sen'trektami/ noun the surgical 
removal of an antrum in the stomach to prevent 
gastrin being formed 

antroscopy /sen'tmskapi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of an antrum 

antrostomy /sen'trDstomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make an opening in the maxillary 
sinus to drain an antrum 
antrum /'centrom/ noun any cavity inside the 
body, especially one in bone (note: The plural 
is antra.) 

anuria /asn'juorio/ noun a condition in which 
the patient does not make urine, either because 
of a deficiency in the kidneys or because the 
urinary tract is blocked 
anus /'einos/ noun a short passage after the 
rectum at the end of the alimentary canal, lead¬ 
ing outside the body between the buttocks and 
through which faeces are passed. See illustra¬ 
tion at digestive system in Supplement, uro¬ 
genital system (male) in Supplement (note: 
For other terms referring to the anus, see anal 
and words beginning with ano-.) 
anvil /'aenvil/ noun same as incus 
anxiety /seg'zaioti/ noun the state of being 
very worried and afraid 
anxiety disorder /aerj'zaioti dis,o:do/ noun 
a mental disorder where someone is very wor¬ 
ried and afraid, e.g. a phobia 
anxiety neurosis /asrj'zaioti nju.rousis/ 
noun a neurotic condition where the patient is 
anxious and has morbid fears 
anxiolytic /.seqksio'litik/ noun a drug used 
in the treatment of anxiety ■ adjective treating 
anxiety 

anxious /'gepkjos/ adjective 1. very worried 
and afraid O My sister is ill - I am anxious 
about her. 2. eager O She was anxious to get 
home. O I was anxious to see the doctor. 
aorta /ei'oito/ noun the main artery in the 
body, which sends blood containing oxygen 
from the heart to other blood vessels around 
the body. See illustration at heart in Supple¬ 
ment 

comment: The aorta is about 45 centimetres 
long. It leaves the left ventricle, rises where 
the carotid arteries branch off, then goes 
downwards through the abdomen and divides 
into the two iliac arteries. The aorta is the 
blood vessel which carries all arterial blood 
from the heart. 
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aortic /ei'oitik/ adjective relating to the aorta 
aortic aneurysm /ei.oitik 'zenjo.riz^jm/ 
noun a serious aneurysm of the aorta, associat¬ 
ed with atherosclerosis 

aortic arch /ei'oitik a:tJ7 noun a bend in the 
aorta which links the ascending aorta to the de¬ 
scending aorta 

aortic hiatus /ei,o:tik hai'eitos/ noun an 
opening in the diaphragm through which the 
aorta passes 

aortic incompetence /ei.oitik 
'inkDmpit(3)ns/ noun a condition in which 
the aortic valve does not close properly, caus¬ 
ing regurgitation 

aortic regurgitation /ei.oitik ri,g3:d3i 
'teij(9)n/ noun a backward flow of blood 
caused by a malfunctioning aortic valve 
aortic sinuses /ei,o:tik 'sainosiz/ plural 
noun swellings in the aorta from which the 
coronary arteries lead back into the heart itself 
aortic stenosis /ei,o:tik ste'nousis/ noun a 
condition in which the aortic valve is narrow, 
caused by rheumatic fever 
aortic valve /ei,o:tik 'vselv/ noun a valve 
with three flaps, situated at the opening into 
the aorta 

aortitis /,eio:'taitis/ noun inflammation of 
the aorta 

aortography /.eioi'tDgrofi/ noun an X-ray 
examination of the aorta after an opaque sub¬ 
stance has been injected into it 
a.p. adverb before a meal. Full form ante 
prandium 

apathetic /.sepo'Getik/ adjective referring to 
a person who takes no interest in anything 
apathy /'aspoGi/ noun the condition of not be¬ 
ing interested in anything, or of not wanting to 
do anything 

aperient /o'pioriont/ noun a substance which 
causes a bowel movement, e.g. a laxative or 
purgative ■ adjective causing a bowel move¬ 
ment 

aperistalsis /.eiperi'staslsis/ noun a lack of 
the peristaltic movement in the bowel 
Apert’s syndrome /'2ep3its .sindroum/ 
noun a condition in which the skull grows tall 
and the lower part of the face is underdevel¬ 
oped 

aperture /'aspotjo/ noun a hole 

apex /'eipeks/ noun 1 . the top of the heart or 

lung 2. the end of the root of a tooth 

apex beat /'eipeks bi:t/ noun a heartbeat 

which can be felt if the hand is placed on the 

heart 

Apgar score /'aepgai ska:/ noun a method of 
judging the condition of a newborn baby in 
which the baby is given a maximum of two 
points on each of five criteria: colour of the 
skin, heartbeat, breathing, muscle tone and re¬ 
action to stimuli [Described 1952. After Virginia 
Apgar (1909-74), US anaesthesiologist.] 


‘...in this study, babies having an Apgar score of 
four or less had 100% mortality. The lower the Ap¬ 
gar score, the poorer the chance of survival’ 
[Indian Journal of Medical Sciences] 

APH abbr antepartum haemorrhage 
aphagia /ei'feid 3 io/ noun a condition in 
which a person is unable to swallow 
aphakia /ei'feikio/ noun the absence of the 
crystalline lens in the eye 
aphakic /ei'feikik/ adjective referring to 
aphakia 

aphasia /ei'feizio/ noun a condition in which 
a person is unable to speak or write, or to un¬ 
derstand speech or writing because of damage 
to the brain centres controlling speech 
apheresis /.asfo'riisis/ noun the transfusion 
of blood, from which some components have 
been removed, back into a patient 
aphonia /ei'founio/ noun a condition in 
which a person is unable to make sounds 
aphrodisiac /.asfro'dizisek/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which increases sexual urges ■ adjec¬ 
tive increasing sexual desire 
aphtha /'asfGo/ noun a small white ulcer 
which appears in groups in the mouth in peo¬ 
ple who have the fungal condition thrush 
(note: The plural is apthae.) 
aphthous stomatitis /.sefGos ,stoum3 
't ait is/ noun canker sores which affect the mu¬ 
cous membrane in the mouth 
aphthous ulcer /.asfGos 'Also/ noun same as 
mouth ulcer 

apical /' 2 epik(o)l/ adjective situated at the top 
or tip of something 

apical abscess /, 2 epik(o)l 'aebses/ noun an 
abscess in the socket around the root of a tooth 
apicectomy /.sepi'sektomi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of the root of a tooth 
aplasia /ei'pleizio/ noun a lack of growth of 
tissue 

aplastic /ei'plsestik/ adjective unable to de¬ 
velop new cells or tissue 
aplastic anaemia /ei.plsestik o'niimio/ 
noun anaemia caused by the bone marrow fail¬ 
ing to form red blood cells 
apnea /cep'niio/ noun US same as apnoea 
apneusis /se'pnuisis/ noun a breathing pat¬ 
tern caused by brain damage, in which each 
breath is held for a long time 
apnoea /cep'niio/ noun the stopping of 
breathing (note: The US spelling is apnea.) 
apnoeic /aep'nink/ adjective where breathing 
has stopped (note: The US spelling is apneic.) 
apocrine /'aspokrain/ adjective referring to 
apocrine glands 

apocrine gland /'aspokrain glasnd/ noun a 
gland producing body odour where parts of the 
gland’s cells break off with the secretions, e.g. 
a sweat gland 

apocrinitis /.sepokri'naitis/ noun the forma¬ 
tion of abscesses in the sweat glands 



apolipoprotein E /o^olipoproutiin 'i:/ 
noun a compound found in three varieties 
which transport lipids within the cell and 
across cell membranes, the genes for two of 
which are linked with increased risk of Alzhe¬ 
imer’s disease. Abbr ApoE 
apomorphine /.aepou'moifiin/ noun a sub¬ 
stance that comes from morphine, used to 
make a person cough, sleep or be sick (note: It 
is administered under the skin and is used to 
treat drug overdose, accidental poisoning and 
Parkinson’s disease.) 

aponeurosis /.sepounju'rousis/ noun a 
band of tissue which attaches muscles to each 
other 

apophyseal /cepo'fiziol/ adjective referring 
to apophysis 

apophysis /o'pDfosis/ noun a growth of 
bone, not at a joint 

apophysitis /cepofi'saitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of an apophysis 

apoplexy /'aspopleksi/ noun same as cere¬ 
brovascular accident ( dated) 
apoptosis /o'pDptosis/ noun a form of cell 
death that is necessary both to make room for 
new cells and to remove cells whose DNA has 
been damaged and which may become cancer¬ 
ous 

APP abbr amyloid precursor protein 
apparatus /.aspo'reitos/ noun equipment 
used in a laboratory or hospital O The hospital 
has installed new apparatus in the physiother¬ 
apy department. O The blood sample was test¬ 
ed in a special piece of apparatus. (NOTE: No 
plural: use a piece of apparatus] some new ap¬ 
paratus.) 

appendage /o'pendid 3 / noun a part of the 
body or piece of tissue which hangs down 
from another part 

appendectomy /.cepon'dektomi/ noun US 
same as appendicectomy 

appendiceal /.sepon'disiol/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to the appendix O There is a risk of appen¬ 
diceal infection. 

appendiceal colic /.aspondisiol 'kdik/ 
noun colic caused by an inflamed appendix 
appendicectomy /o.pendi'sektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of an appendix 
appendicitis /o.pendi'saitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the vermiform appendix 
comment: Appendicitis takes several forms. 

In acute appendicitis there is a sudden at¬ 
tack of severe pain in the right lower part of 
the abdomen, accompanied by a fever. Acute 
appendicitis usually requires urgent surgery. 

In chronic appendicitis, the appendix is 
slightly inflamed, giving a dull pain or a feeling 
of indigestion over a period of time (a ‘grum¬ 
bling appendix’). 

appendicular /.sepon'dikjulo/ adjective 1. 
referring to body parts which are associated 
with the arms and legs 2. relating to the appen¬ 
dix 


apraxia 

appendicular skeleton /aspon'dikjulo 
,skelit(o)n/ noun part of the skeleton, formed 
of the pelvic girdle, pectoral girdle and the 
bones of the arms and legs. Compare axial 
skeleton 

appendix /o'pendiks/ noun 1 . a small tube 
attached to the caecum which serves no func¬ 
tion but can become infected, causing appen¬ 
dicitis. Also called vermiform appendix. See 
illustration at digestive system in Supplement 
2. any small tube or sac hanging from an organ 
apperception /.aepo'sepJXojn/ noun the 
conscious recognition of a stimulus 
appetite /'aspitait/ noun the feeling of want¬ 
ing food □ good appetite interest in eating 
food □ loss of appetite becoming uninterested 
in eating food 

applanation tonometry /sepb.neiJOjn to 
'nomotri/ noun the measuring of the thickness 
of the cornea 

appliance /o'plaions/ noun a piece of appa¬ 
ratus used on the body O He was wearing a 
surgical appliance to support his neck. 
application /.sepli'keiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
process of putting a medication or bandage on 
a body part O Two applications of the lotion 
should be made each day. 2. the process of ask¬ 
ing officially for something, usually in writing 
O If you are applying for the job, you must fill 
in an application form. 

applicator /'aeplikeito/ noun an instrument 
for applying a substance 
appointment /o'pointmont/ noun an ar¬ 
rangement to see someone at a particular time 
O I have an appointment with the doctor or to 
see the doctor on Tuesday. 
apposition /.sepo'ziJXojn/ noun 1. the rela¬ 
tive positioning of two things 2. cell growth in 
which layers of new material are deposited on 
existing ones 

appraisal /o'preiz(o)l/ noun a judgment or 
opinion on something or somebody, especially 
one which decides how effective or useful they 
are 

apprehension /.sepri'henjbn/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of anxiety or fear that something bad or un¬ 
pleasant will happen 

approach /o'prout J7 noun 1. a way of dealing 
with a problem O The authority has adopted a 
radical approach to the problem of patient 
waiting lists. 2. a method used by a surgeon 
when carrying out an operation 
approve /o'pruiv/ verb □ to approve of 
something to think that something is good O I 
don ’t approve of patients staying in bed. O The 
Medical Council does not approve of this new 
treatment. 

apraxia /ei'prasksb/ noun a condition in 
which someone is unable to make proper 
movements 
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apyrexia 

apyrexia /,eipai'reksi9/ noun the absence of 
fever 

apyrexial /.eipai'reksiol/ adjective no longer 
having any fever 
aqua /'aekwo/ noun water 
aqueduct /'askwidAkt/ noun a tube which 
carries fluid from one part of the body to an¬ 
other 

aqueduct of Sylvius/.askwidAkt ov 'silvios/ 
noun same as cerebral aqueduct 

aqueous /'eikwios, 'aekwios/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a solution made with water ■ noun a 
fluid in the eye between the lens and the cor¬ 
nea 

aqueous humour /.eikwios 'hjuimo/ noun 
same as aqueous, see illustration at eye in 
Supplement 

AR abbr attributable risk 
arachidonic acid /o.raskidomk 'zesid/ 
noun an essential fatty acid 
arachnidism /9'r£ekmdiz(3)m/ noun poi¬ 
soning by the bite of a spider 
arachnodactyly /o.rasknou'daektili/ noun a 
congenital condition in which the fingers and 
toes are long and thin 

arachnoid /o'rasknoid/ noun the middle of 
the three membranes covering the brain. [) 

dura mater 

arachnoiditis /o.rseknoi'daitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the arachnoid 

arachnoid mater /o'rasknoid .meito/, arach¬ 
noid membrane /o'rasknoid .membrein/ noun 

same as arachnoid 

arachnoid villi /o.rseknoid 'vilai/ plural 
noun villi in the arachnoid which absorb cere¬ 
brospinal fluid 

arborisation / l a:borai l zeiJ'(9)n/, arboriza¬ 
tion noun the branching ends of some nerve fi¬ 
bres, of a motor nerve in muscle fibre or of 
venules, capillaries and arterioles 
arbor vitae /.aibo 1 vaiti:/ noun the structure 
of the cerebellum or of the uterus which looks 
like a tree 

arbovirus /‘aibou.vairos/ noun a virus trans¬ 
mitted by blood-sucking insects 
arc /a:k/ noun 1 . a nerve pathway 2. part of a 
curved structure in the body 
ARC abbr AIDS-related complex or AIDS-re- 
lated condition 

arc eye /‘aik ai/ noun temporary painful 
blindness caused by ultraviolet rays, especially 
in arc welding 

arch /cut J7 noun a curved part of the body, es¬ 
pecially under the foot 
arch- /cutJ7 prefix chief, most important 
arcuate /'aikjuot/ adjective arched 
arcuate artery /'aikjuot .aitori/ noun a 
curved artery in the foot or kidney 
arcuate ligaments /'aikjuot .aitori/ plural 
noun three ligaments forming a fibrous arch to 
which the diaphragm is attached 


arcus /'aikos/ noun an arch 

arcus senilis /.aikos so'nailis/ noun an 

opaque circle around the cornea of the eye 

which can develop in old age 

ARDS /aidz/ abbr adult respiratory distress 

syndrome 

areata /.aeri'eit^/ noun } alopecia areata 

areola /o'riiolo/ noun 1 . the coloured part 
round a nipple 2. in the eye, the part of the iris 
closest to the pupil 

areolar tissue /o'riiolo ,tiju:/ noun a type of 
connective tissue 

arginine /'aid 3 iniin/ noun an amino acid 
which helps the liver form urea 
argon laser /'aigon ,leizo/ noun a laser used 
in sealing blood vessels and destroying specif¬ 
ic lesions 

Argyll Robertson pupil /ai.gail 'robotson 
,pjuip(o)l/ noun a condition of the eye, in 
which the lens is able to focus but the pupil 
does not react to light. It is a symptom of terti¬ 
ary syphilis or of locomotor ataxia, 
ariboflavinosis /ei.raiboufleivi'nousis/ 
noun a condition caused by not having enough 
vitamin B 2 . The symptoms are very oily skin 
and hair and small cuts in the mouth, 
arm /aim/ noun the part of the body from the 
shoulder to the hand, formed of the upper arm, 
the elbow and the forearm O She broke her 
arm skiing. O Lift your arms up above your 
head, (note: For other terms referring to the arm 
see words beginning with brachi-, brachio-.) 
arm bones /'aim bounz/ plural noun the hu¬ 
merus, the ulna and the radius 
armpit /'aimpit/ noun the hollow under the 
shoulder, between the upper arm and the body, 
where the upper arm joins the shoulder, con¬ 
taining several important blood vessels, lymph 
nodes and sweat glands. Also called axilla 
arm sling /'aim slip/ noun a support for an 
injured arm that prevents it from moving by ty¬ 
ing it against the chest 

Arnold-Chiari malformation /.ainold ki 
'eori mcelfoi,meiJ(3)n/ noun a congenital 
condition in which the base of the skull is mal¬ 
formed, allowing parts of the cerebellum into 
the spinal canal [Described 1894. After Julius A. 
Arnold (1835-1915), Professor of Pathological 
Anatomy at Heidelberg, Germany, and Hans von 
Chiari (1851-1916), Professor of Pathological 
Anatomy at Strasbourg and later at Prague, 
Czech Republic.] 

aromatherapist /o.roumo'Geropist/ noun a 
person specialising in aromatherapy 
aromatherapy /o.roumo'Geropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment to relieve tension and promote wellbeing 
in which fragrant oils and creams containing 
plant extracts are massaged into the skin 
arousal /o'rauz(o)l/ noun 1 . feelings and 
physical signs of sexual desire 2. the act of 
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waking up from sleep, unconsciousness or a 
drowsy state 

arrector pili /3,rekt3 'pailai ,mAs(3)l/ noun 
a small muscle which contracts and makes the 
hair on the skin stand up when someone is cold 
or afraid 

arrest /s'rest/ noun the stopping of a bodily 
function. i> cardiac arrest 

arrhythmia /s'ridmis/ noun a variation in the 
rhythm of the heartbeat 
‘Cardiovascular effects may include atrial arrhyth¬ 
mias but at 30°C there is the possibility of spontane¬ 
ous ventricular fibrillation" [British Journal of Nurs¬ 
ing] 

arrhythmic /a'ridmik/ adjective (of a heart¬ 
beat or breathing) rhythmically irregular. i> an- 

tiarrhythmic 

arsenic /'aisnik/ noun a chemical element 
which forms poisonous compounds such as ar¬ 
senic trioxide and which was formerly used in 
some medicines (note: The chemical symbol is 

As.) 

ART abbr assisted reproductive technology 
artefact /'aitifaekt/ noun something which is 
made or introduced artificially 
arter- /aits/ prefix same as arterio- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

arterial /ai'tisrisl/ adjective relating to arter¬ 
ies □ arterial supply to the brain the supply 
of blood to the brain by the internal carotid ar¬ 
teries and the vertebral arteries 
arterial bleeding u:,ti3nr>l 'bliidip/ noun 
bleeding from an artery 
arterial block uftioriol blDk/ noun the 
blocking of an artery by a blood clot 
arterial blood /ai'tisrisl blvd/ noun same as 
oxygenated blood 

arterial haemorrhage /ai.tisrisl 
'hem(3)rid3/ noun a haemorrhage of bright 
red blood from an artery 
arteriectomy /a^tisri'ektsmi/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of an artery or part of an artery 
arterio- /aitisrisu/ prefix referring to arteries 
arteriogram /ai'tisrisugraem/ noun an X- 
ray photograph of an artery, taken after injec¬ 
tion with an opaque dye 
arteriography /ui.trori'ngrsfi/ noun the 
work of taking X-ray photographs of arteries 
after injection with an opaque dye 
arteriole /ai'tisrisul/ noun a very small ar¬ 
tery 

arteriopathy d^tisri'npoOi/ noun a disease 
of an artery 

arterioplasty /ai'tisrisupkesti/ noun plastic 
surgery to make good a damaged or blocked 
artery 

arteriorrhaphy /aptisri'oirsfi/ noun the act 
of stitching an artery 

arteriosclerosis /ai.tisrisuskls'rsusis/ 
noun the arterial disease atherosclerosis 
(dated) 


articular cartilage 

arteriosus /a:,ti3ri'3us3s/ noun t ductus ar¬ 
teriosus 

arteriotomy /uptisri'ntsmi/ noun a punc¬ 
ture made in the wall of an artery 
arteriovenous /aptisrisu'vimss/ adjective 
referring to both an artery and a vein 
arteritis /,a:t3'raitis/ noun inflammation of 
the walls of an artery 

artery /'aitsri/ noun a blood vessel taking 
blood from the heart to the tissues of the body 
comment: In most arteries the blood has been 
oxygenated in the lungs and is bright red in 
colour. In the pulmonary artery, the blood is 
deoxygenated and so is darker. The arterial 
system begins with the aorta which leaves the 
heart and from which all the arteries branch, 
arthr- /a:9r/ prefix same as arthro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

arthralgia /ai'Graeld33/ noun pain in a joint 
arthrectomy /ai'Grektsmi/ noun the surgical 
removal of a joint 

arthritic /ai'Gritik/ adjective affected by or 
relating to arthritis O She has an arthritic hip. 
■ noun a person suffering from arthritis 
arthritis /ai'Graitis/ noun a painful inflam¬ 
mation of a joint. 0 osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, reactive arthritis 
arthro- /aiGrsu/ prefix referring to a joint 
arthroclasia /,a:Gr3u'klei33/ noun removal 
of ankylosis in a joint 

arthrodesis /,a:0r3u'diisis/ noun a surgical 
operation in which a joint is fused in position, 
so preventing pain from movement 
arthrodynia ^aiGrsu'dinis/ noun pain in a 
joint 

arthrogram/'aiGrsugraem/ noun an X-ray of 
the inside of a damaged joint 
arthrography /a: 'Orngrafi/ noun X-ray pho¬ 
tography of a joint 

arthrogryposis /,a:0r3ugri'p3usis/ noun a 
group of disorders in which movement be¬ 
comes progressively restricted 
arthropathy /ai'GropsGi/ noun a disease in a 
joint 

arthroplasty /'aiGrsuplaesti/ noun a surgical 
operation to repair or replace a joint 
arthroscope /'aiGrsuskaup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which is inserted into the cavity of a joint 
to inspect it 

arthroscopy /a: 'Groskspi/ noun a procedure 
to examine the inside of a joint by means of an 
arthroscope 

arthrosis /ai'Grsusis/ noun the degeneration 
of a joint 

arthrotomy /ai'GrDtsmi/ noun a procedure 
that involves cutting into a joint to drain pus 
articular /ai'tikjuls/ adjective referring to 
joints 

articular cartilage /ai.tikjuls 'ka:t3lid3/ 
noun a layer of cartilage at the end of a bone 
where it forms a joint with another bone. See 
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illustration at bone structure in Supplement, 
synovial joint in Supplement 
articular facet /a:,tikjulo 'faesit/ noun the 
point at which a rib articulates with the spine 
articular process /a:,tikjulo 'prouses/ 
noun a piece of bone which sticks out of the 
neural arch in a vertebra and links with the 
next vertebra 

articulate /ai'tikjuleit/ verb to be linked 
with another bone in a joint 
articulating bone /ai'tikjuleitir) boun/ 
noun a bone which forms a joint 
articulating process /ai'tikjuleitir) 
.prouses/ noun same as articular process 
articulation /ai.tikju'leiJXojn/ noun a joint 
or series of joints 

artificial /,aiti'fij(9)l/ adjective 1. made by 
humans and not a natural part of the body O 
artificial cartilage O artificial kidney O artifi¬ 
cial leg 2. happening not as a natural process 
but through action by a doctor or another per¬ 
son or a machine O artificial feeding 
artificial insemination /,a:tifiJ(o)l in 
l semi , neiJ'(o)n/ noun the introduction of se¬ 
men into a woman’s uterus by artificial means 
artificial insemination by donor /.aitil 
fiJ(o)l insemi,neij(3)n bai 'douno/ noun 
same as donor insemination. Abbr AID 
artificial insemination by husband / 
,a:tifij(9)l insem^neiJXojn bai 'hAzbond/ 
noun artificial insemination using the semen of 
the husband. Abbr AIH 

artificial lung /,aitifij(9)l 'Iaq/ noun a ma¬ 
chine through which a person’s deoxygenated 
blood is passed to absorb oxygen to take back 
to the bloodstream 

artificial pneumothorax /,aitifi/(3)l 
.njuimou'Goirseks/ noun a former method of 
treating tuberculosis, in which air was intro¬ 
duced between the layers of the pleura to make 
the lung collapse 

artificial respiration /,aitifiJ(o)l .respi'rel 
iJ(o)n/ noun a way of reviving someone who 
has stopped breathing, e.g. mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation 

artificial rupture of membranes /.aiti 
fiJ(o)l .rAptjor 9V 'membreinz/ noun the 
breaking of the amniotic sac with an amni- 
hook, so releasing the amniotic fluid 
artificial ventilation /,aitifij(3)l .venti 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun breathing which is assisted or 
controlled by a machine 
arytenoid /.aeri'tiinoid/ adjective located at 
the back of the larynx 

arytenoid cartilage /aeri'tiinoid ,ka:tilid 3 / 
noun a small cartilage at the back of the larynx 
arytenoidectomy /.aeri.tiinoid'ektomi/ 
noun an operation to remove the arytenoid car¬ 
tilage 

asbestosis /.aesbe'stousis/ noun a disease 
of the lungs caused by inhaling asbestos dust 


comment: Asbestos was formerly widely used 
in cement and cladding and other types of fire¬ 
proof construction materials. It is now recog¬ 
nised that asbestos dust can cause many lung 
diseases, leading in some cases to forms of 
cancer. 

ascariasis /.sesko'raiosis/ noun a disease of 
the intestine and sometimes the lungs, caused 
by infestation with Ascaris lumbricoides 
Ascaris lumbricoides /.zeskoris Umbri 
'koidiiz/ noun a type of large roundworm 
which is a parasite in the human intestine 
ascending /o'sendir)/ adjective going up¬ 
wards 

ascending aorta /o.sendirj ei'oito/ noun 
the first section of the aorta as it leaves the 
heart and turns upwards. Compare descend¬ 
ing aorta 

ascending colon /o.sendirj 'kauhm/ noun 
the first part of the colon which goes up the 
right side of the body from the caecum. Com¬ 
pare descending colon. See illustration at di¬ 
gestive system in Supplement 
Aschoff nodules /'aejbf ,nDdju:lz/, 
Aschoff’s nodules /'asjofs ,nDdjuilz/ plural 
noun nodules which are formed mainly in or 
near the heart in rheumatic fever 
ascites /o'saitiiz/ noun an unusual accumu¬ 
lation of fluid from the blood in the peritoneal 
cavity, occurring in heart and kidney failure or 
as a result of malignancy 
ascorbic acid /o.skoibik 'sesid/ noun same 
as Vitamin C 

comment: Ascorbic acid is found in fresh fruit, 
especially oranges and lemons and in vegeta¬ 
bles. Lack of Vitamin C can cause anaemia 
and scurvy. 

ASD abbr autistic spectrum disorders 
-ase /eiz, eis/ suffix enzyme 
asepsis /ei 1 sepsis/ noun the absence of mi¬ 
croorganisms which cause infection, usually 
achieved by sterilisation 
aseptic /ei'septik/ adjective sterilised, or in¬ 
volving sterilisation, and therefore without in¬ 
fection 

aseptic surgery /ei.septik 's3id3ori/ noun 
surgery using sterilised equipment, rather than 
relying on antiseptic drugs to kill harmful mi¬ 
croorganisms. Compare antiseptic 
aseptic technique /ei.septik tek'niiks/ 
noun a method of doing something using ster¬ 
ilised equipment 

asexual /ei'sekjuol/ adjective not sexual, not 
involving sexual intercourse 

asexual reproduction /ei.sekjuol ,riipro 
'dAkJ(o)n/ noun reproduction of a cell by 
cloning 

Asian flu /,ei 3 (o)n 'flu:/ noun t flu 

-asis /osis/» -iasis 

asleep /o'sliip/ adjective sleeping O The pa¬ 
tient is asleep and must not be disturbed. 
(note: Asleep cannot be used in front of a noun: 
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the patient is asleep but a sleeping patient.) □ 
she fell asleep she began to sleep □ fast asleep 
sleeping deeply 

asparagine /o'spaerodgiin/ noun an amino 
acid 

aspartame /o'spaiteim/ noun a protein pro¬ 
duced from aspartic acid, used to make sub¬ 
stances sweeter 

aspartate aminotransferase /o,spa:teit o 
.miinou'trcensforeiz/ noun an enzyme found 
in heart muscle, liver cells, skeletal muscle 
cells and some other tissues. It is used in the 
diagnosis of liver disease and heart attacks, 
aspartic acid /o,spa:tik 'sesid/ noun an 
amino acid 

aspect /'sespekt/ noun a direction from 
which the body is viewed, e.g. the view from 
above is the ‘superior aspect’ 

Asperger’s syndrome /'a2sp3:d3oz ,sin 
droum/ noun a developmental disorder char¬ 
acterised by difficulty in social interaction and 
a restricted range of interests, more common 
in boys than girls [Described 1944. After Hans 
Asperger (1906-80), Austrian psychiatrist.] 
aspergillosis /.cespsidsi'lousis/ noun in¬ 
fection of the lungs with the fungus Aspergil¬ 
lus 

aspermia /ei'sp3:mio/ noun the absence of 
sperm in semen 

asphyxia /zes'fiksio/ noun a condition in 
which someone is prevented from breathing, 
e.g. by strangulation or breathing poisonous 
gas, and therefore cannot take oxygen into the 
bloodstream 

asphyxia neonatorum /ces.fiksio .niiounl 
ei'toirom/ noun failure to breathe in a new¬ 
born baby 

asphyxiate /aes'fiksieit/ verb to prevent 
someone from breathing, or be prevented from 
breathing O An unconscious patient may be¬ 
come asphyxiated or may asphyxiate if left ly¬ 
ing on his back. i> suffocate 
asphyxiation /os.fiksi'eiJXojn/ noun the 
state of being prevented from breathing, or the 
act of preventing someone from breathing. i> 
suffocation 

aspirate /'sespireit/ verb 1 . to remove liquid 
or gas by suction from a body cavity 2. to in¬ 
hale something, especially a liquid, into the 
lungs 

aspiration /.cespi'reiJXojn/ noun 1 . the act of 
removing fluid from a cavity in the body, often 
using a hollow needle 2. same as vacuum suc¬ 
tion 

aspiration pneumonia /, 2 espireiJO)n 
njui'mounio/ noun a form of pneumonia in 
which infected matter is inhaled from the 
bronchi or oesophagus 

aspirator /'asspireito/ noun an instrument 
used to suck fluid out of a cavity such as the 
mouth or the site of an operation 


aspirin /'aesprin/ noun a common pain-kill¬ 
ing drug, or a tablet containing this drug. Also 
called acetylsalicylic acid 
assay /'aesei, o'sei/ noun the testing of a sub¬ 
stance. b bioassay, immunoassay 
assimilate /o'simi.leit/ verb to take into the 
body’s tissues substances which have been ab¬ 
sorbed into the blood from digested food 
assimilation /o.simi'leiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of assimilating food substances 
assistance /o'sist(o)ns/ noun help 
assistant /o'sist(3)nt/ noun a person who 
helps someone, usually as a job 
assisted conception /o.sistid kon 
'sepJ(o)n/, assisted reproduction /o.sistid 
.riipro'dAkJXojn/ noun the use of a technique 
such as in vitro fertilisation to help someone to 
become pregnant 

assisted respiration /o.sistid .respo'rel 
iJ(o)n/ noun the use of a machine to help 
breathing 

assisted suicide /o.sistid 'sunsaid/ noun 
the suicide of someone who is terminally ill 
with the help of a doctor or friend at the re¬ 
quest of the person who is dying 
associate /o'sousieit/ verb to be related to or 
connected with something O side effects which 
may be associated with the drug O The condi¬ 
tion is often associated with diabetes. 
associate nurse /o.sousiot 'n3is/ noun a 
nurse who assists a primary nurse by carrying 
out agreed care for someone based on a plan 
designed by a primary nurse 
association area /o.sousi'eiJXojn .eorio/ 
noun an area of the cortex of the brain which is 
concerned with relating stimuli coming from 
different sources 

association neuron /o.sousi'eiJOjn 
.njuamn/ noun a neuron which links an asso¬ 
ciation area to the main parts of the cortex 
association tract /o.sousi'eiJOjn trsekt/ 
noun one of the tracts which link areas of the 
cortex in the same cerebral hemisphere 
asthenia /ces'Giinio/ noun a condition in 
which someone is weak and does not have any 
strength 

asthenic /ces'Genik/ adjective referring to a 
general condition in which someone has no 
strength and no interest in things 
asthenopia /.cesGi'noupio/ noun same as 

eyestrain 

asthma /'sesmo/ noun a lung condition char¬ 
acterised by narrowing of the bronchial tubes, 
in which the muscles go into spasm and the 
person has difficulty breathing. C> cardiac asth¬ 
ma 

asthmatic /ces'maetik/ adjective having the 
lung disease asthma, or relating to asthma O 
He has an asthmatic attack every spring. □ 
acute asthmatic attack a sudden attack of 
asthma ■ noun a person who has asthma 
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asthmatic bronchitis /zes.maetik brDr) 
'kaitis/ noun asthma associated with bronchi¬ 
tis 

asthmaticus /ses'mastikos/ adjective | sta¬ 
tus asthmaticus 

astigmatic /.asstig'mastik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to astigmatism □ he is astigmatic he has 
astigmatism 

astigmatism /o'stigmotiz^m/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the eye cannot focus vertical 
and horizontal lines simultaneously, leading to 
blurring of vision 

astragalus /o'strasgolos/ noun an old name 
for the talus (anklebone) 
astringent /3'strind39nt/ noun a substance 
which makes the skin tissues contract and 
harden ■ adjective referring to an astringent 
astrocyte /'sestrosait/ noun a star-shaped 
cell of the connective tissue of the nervous sys¬ 
tem 

astrocytoma /^strosai'toumo/ noun a type 
of brain tumour which develops slowly in the 
connective tissue of the nervous system 
asymmetric /.aesi'metrik/ adjective shaped 
or arranged so that the two sides do not match 
or balance each other 

asymmetry /ce'simotri/ noun a state in 
which the two sides of the body or of an organ 
do not resemble each other 
asymptomatic /.eisimpto'maetik/ adjective 
not showing any symptoms of disease 
asynclitism /ce'sigklitiz(3)m/ noun in child¬ 
birth, a situation in which the head of the baby 
enters the vagina at an angle 
asynergia /.cesi'nsidso/, asynergy /ae 
'sinodsi/ noun awkward movements and bad 
coordination, caused by a disorder of the cere¬ 
bellum. Also called dyssynergia 
asystole /ei'sistoli/ noun a state in which the 
heart has stopped beating 
ataractic /.seto'rasktik/ noun a drug which 
has a calming effect ■ adjective calming 
ataraxia /.asto'rasksio/, ataraxis /,aeto 
'rseksis/ noun the state of being calm and not 
worrying 

ataraxic /.seto'raeksik/ noun, adjective same 

as ataractic 

ataxia /o'tasksio/ noun a failure of the brain to 
control movements 

ataxic /o'tseksik/ adjective having ataxia, or 
relating to ataxia 

ataxic gait /o.tseksik 'geit/ noun a way of 
walking in which the person walks unsteadily 
due to a disorder of the nervous system 
ataxy /o'tasksi/ noun same as ataxia 
atelectasis /.asto'lektosis/ noun the failure 
of a lung to expand properly 
atenolol /o'tenolDl/ noun a drug used in con¬ 
trolling blood pressure and angina 
ateriovenous malformation /ai.tioriou 
,vi:nos m£elfo:'meiJ(9)n/ noun a condition in 


which the arteries and veins in the brain are not 
properly formed, leading to strokes or epilep¬ 
sy. Abbr AVM 

atherogenesis /,2e0er9u'd3enisis/ noun the 
formation of fatty deposits (atheromas) in ar¬ 
teries 

atherogenic /.aeGorou'dsenik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to something which may produce 
atheroma 

atheroma /.seGo'roumo/ noun thickening of 
the walls of an artery by deposits of a fatty sub¬ 
stance such as cholesterol 
atheromatous /.asGo'romotos/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to atheroma 

atherosclerosis /.asGorousklo'rousis/ noun 
a condition in which deposits of fats and min¬ 
erals form on the walls of an artery, especially 
the aorta or one of the coronary or cerebral ar¬ 
teries, and prevent blood from flowing easily 
atherosclerotic /.seGorousklo'rDtik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to atherosclerosis 
atherosclerotic plaque /.asGorouskbrotik 
'plask/ noun a deposit on the walls of arteries 
athetosis /.seGo'tousis/ noun repeated slow 
movements of the limbs, caused by a brain dis¬ 
order such as cerebral palsy 
athlete’s foot /.aeGliits 'fut/ noun an infec¬ 
tious skin disorder between the toes, caused by 
a fungus. Also called tinea pedis 
atlas /'aetlos/ noun the top vertebra in the 
spine, which supports the skull and pivots on 
the axis or second vertebra 
atmospheric pressure /.setmosferik 
'prejo/ noun the pressure of the air on the sur¬ 
face of the Earth 

comment: Disorders due to variations in at¬ 
mospheric pressure include mountain sick¬ 
ness and caisson diseases, 
atomic cocktail /o.tomik 'kDkteil/ noun a 
radioactive substance in liquid form, used to 
diagnose or treat cancer ( informal) 
atomiser /'cetomaizo/ noun an instrument 
which sprays liquid in the form of very small 
drops like mist. Also called nebuliser 
atonic /ei'tomk/ adjective referring to lack of 
muscle tone or tension 

atony /'aetoni/ noun a lack of tone or tension 
in the muscles 

atopen /'astopen/ noun an allergen which 
causes an atopy 

atopic /ei'tDpik/ adjective referring to condi¬ 
tions arising from an inherited tendency to re¬ 
act to specific allergens, as in hay fever, some 
skin conditions and asthma 
atopic eczema /ei.tDpik 'eksimo/, atopic 
dermatitis /ei.tDpik dsimo'taitis/ noun a 
type of eczema often caused by a hereditary al¬ 
lergy 

atopy /'astopi/ noun a hereditary allergic reac¬ 
tion 

ATP abbr adenosine triphosphate 
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atracurium /.astro'kjuoriom/ noun a drug 
used as a relaxant 

atresia /o'triizio/ noun an unusual closing or 
absence of a tube in the body 
atretic /o'tretik/ adjective referring to atresia 
atretic follicle /o.tretik 'fDlik(o)l/ noun the 
scarred remains of an ovarian follicle 
atri- /eitri/ prefix referring to an atrium 
atria /'eitrio/ plural of atrium 
atrial /'eitriol/ adjective referring to one or 
both of the atria of the heart 
atrial fibrillation /.eitriol faibri'leij(3)n/ 
noun a rapid uncoordinated fluttering of the 
atria of the heart, which causes an irregular 
heartbeat 

atrial septal defect /.eitriol 'sept(o)l 
,di:fekt/ noun a congenital condition in which 
a hole in the wall between the two atria of the 
heart allows blood to flow through the heart 
and lungs. Compare ventricular septal defect 
atrioventricular /.eitriouven'trikjulo/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the atria and ventricles 
atrioventricular bundle /.eitriouven 
.trikjulo 'bAnd(o)l/ noun a bundle of modi¬ 
fied cardiac muscle which conducts impulses 
from the atrioventricular node to the septum 
and then divides to connect with the ventricles. 
Also called AV bundle, bundle of His 
atrioventricular groove /.eitriouven 
.trikjulo 'gruiv/ noun a groove round the out¬ 
side of the heart, showing the division between 
the atria and ventricles 

atrioventricular node /astriouven'trikjulo 
noud/ noun a mass of conducting tissue in the 
right atrium of the heart, which continues as 
the atrioventricular bundle and passes impuls¬ 
es from the atria to the ventricles. Also called 
AV node 

at-risk /at 'risk/ adjective exposed to danger 
or harm of some kind O at-risk children 
atrium /'eitriom/ noun 1. one of the two up¬ 
per chambers in the heart. See illustration at 
heart in Supplement 2. a cavity in the ear be¬ 
hind the eardrum (note: The plural is atria.) 
comment: The two atria in the heart both re¬ 
ceive blood from veins. The right atrium re¬ 
ceives venous blood from the superior and in¬ 
ferior venae cavae and the left atrium receives 
oxygenated blood from the pulmonary veins, 
atrophic cirrhosis /se.trDfik si'rousis/ 
noun advanced portal cirrhosis in which the 
liver has become considerably smaller and 
clumps of new cells are formed on the surface 
of the liver where fibrous tissue has replaced 
damaged liver cells. Also called hobnail liver 
atrophic gastritis /as.trafik gae'straitis/ 
noun inflammation of the stomach caused by 
being unable to produce enough acid to kill 
bacteria 

atrophic vaginitis /a^trofik ,va 2 d 3 i'naitis/ 
noun inflammation, thinning and shrinking of 


the tissues of the vagina caused by a lack of 
oestrogen 

atrophy /'aetrofi/ noun the wasting of an or¬ 
gan or part of the body ■ verb (of an organ or 
part of the body) to waste away 
atropine /'aetropiin/ noun an alkaloid sub¬ 
stance derived from the poisonous plant bella¬ 
donna and used, among other things, to en¬ 
large the pupil of the eye, to reduce salivary 
and bronchial secretions during anaesthesia 
and as a muscarinic antagonist 
ATS /,ei ti: 'es/ abbr anti tetanus serum 
attack /o'taek/ noun a sudden occurrence of 
an illness O He had an attack of fever. O She 
had two attacks of laryngitis during the winter. 
attempted suicide /a.temptid 'sunsaid/ 
noun an unsuccessful attempt to kill oneself 
attending physician /.o.tendir) fi'zij(9)n/ 
noun a doctor who is looking after a particular 
patient O He was referred to the hypertension 
unit by his attending physician. 
attention deficit disorder /o.tenjon 'de 
fisit diSjOido/ noun a condition in which a 
person is unable to concentrate, does things 
without considering their actions properly and 
has little confidence. It occurs mainly in chil¬ 
dren. Abbr ADD 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 

/o.tenjon .defisit ,haiporcek'tiviti dis 
.oido/ noun a condition in which a child has an 
inability to concentrate and shows disruptive 
behaviour. Abbr ADHD 

attention deficit syndrome /o.tenjon 'de 
fisit .sindroum/ noun same as attention defi¬ 
cit disorder 

attenuation /3,tenju'eiJ(9)n/ noun a reduc¬ 
tion in the effect or strength of something such 
as a virus, either because of environmental 
conditions or as a result of a laboratory proce¬ 
dure 

atticotomy /.aeti'kotomi/ noun the removal 
of the wall in the inner ear. Also called cortical 
mastoidectomy 

attitude /'aetitju:d/ noun 1. an opinion or 
general feeling about something O a positive 
attitude towards the operation 2. a way of 
standing or sitting 

attributable risk /o,tribjutob(3)l 'risk/ 
noun a measure of the excess risk of disease 
due to exposure to a particular risk. The excess 
risk of bacteriuria in oral contraceptive users 
attributable to the use of oral contraceptives is 
1,566 per 100,000. Abbr AR 
attrition /9'triJ(9)n/ noun the condition of 
being worn away, as may be caused by friction 
O Examination showed attrition of two exten¬ 
sor tendons. 

atypical /ei'tipik(o)l/ adjective not usual or 
expected O an atypical renal cyst 
audi- /o:di/ prefix same as audio- (used before 
vowels) 
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audible limits /,o:d9b(o)l 'limits/ plural 
noun upper and lower limits of the sound fre¬ 
quencies which can be heard by humans 
audio- /oidiou/ prefix referring to hearing or 
sound 

audiogram /'oidiougrasm/ noun a graph 
drawn by an audiometer 
audiologist / l oidi , Dbd 3 ist/ noun a special¬ 
ist who deals in the treatment of hearing disor¬ 
ders 

audiology / l o:di l Dlod 3 i/ noun the scientific 
study of hearing, especially for diagnosing and 
treating hearing loss 

audiometer /.oidi'Dmito/ noun an apparatus 
for testing hearing, especially for testing the 
range of sounds that the human ear can detect 
audiometry /.oidi'Dmotri/ noun the science 
of testing hearing 

audit /'oidit/ noun a check on figures, scien¬ 
tific data or procedures O a medical audit re¬ 
garding the outpatient appointment system 
audit cycle /'oidit ,saik(o)l/ noun the cycle 
in which medical topics are selected for re¬ 
view, observation and comparison with agreed 
standards and changes are decided on 
auditory /'oidit(o)ri/ adjective relating to 
hearing 

auditory acuity /,oidit(o)ri o'kjunti/ noun 
the ability to hear sounds clearly 
auditory canals /,oidit(o)ri ko'nselz/ plural 
noun the external and internal passages of the 
ear 

auditory nerve /'oidit(o)ri n3iv/ noun the 
eighth cranial nerve which governs hearing 
and balance. See illustration at ear in Supple¬ 
ment. Also called vestibulocochlear nerve 
auditory ossicles /,oidit(»ri 'Dsik(o)lz/ 
plural noun the three little bones, the malleus, 
incus and stapes, in the middle ear 
Auerbach’s plexus /.auorbaiks 'pleksos/ 
noun a group of nerve fibres in the intestine 
wall [Described 1862. After Leopold Auerbach 
(1828-97), Professor of Neuropathology at Bre¬ 
slau, now in Poland.] 

aura /'oiro/ noun a warning sensation which is 
experienced before an attack of epilepsy, mi¬ 
graine or asthma 

aural /'oirol/ adjective referring to the ear 
aural polyp /.oirol 'polip/ noun a polyp in 
the middle ear 

aural surgery /.oirsl 's3id3ori/ noun sur¬ 
gery on the ear 

auricle /'oirik(o)l/ noun the tip of each atrium 
in the heart 

auriculae /oi'rikjulii/» concha auriculae 

auricular /oi'rikjulo/ adjective 1. referring to 
the ear 2. referring to an auricle 
auricular vein /oi'rikjulo vein/ noun a vein 
which leads into the posterior facial vein 


auriscope /'oiriskoup/ noun an instrument 
for examining the ear and eardrum. Also called 

otoscope 

auscultation /.oiskol'teiJXojn/ noun the act 
of listening to the sounds of the body using a 
stethoscope 

auscultatory /oi'skAltot(o)ri/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to auscultation 

Australia antigen /oi'streilio ,£entid 3 on/ 
noun an antigen produced on the surface of liv¬ 
er cells infected with the hepatitis B virus 
autism /'oitiz(o)m/ noun a condition devel¬ 
oping in childhood, characterised by difficulty 
in social interaction, language and communi¬ 
cation problems, learning difficulties and ob¬ 
sessional repetitive behaviour (note: Autism is 
more common in boys than in girls.) 
autistic /oi 'tistik/ adjective affected by, or re¬ 
lating to, autism 

autistic spectrum disorders /oi.tistik 
.spektrom dis'oidoz/ plural noun autism in all 
its different forms and degrees of severity. 
Abbr ASD 

auto- /oitou/ prefix self 
autoantibody /,oitou'£entibDdi/ noun an 
antibody formed to attack antigens in the 
body’s own cells 

autoclavable /'oitou,kleivob(o)l/ adjective 
able to be sterilised in an autoclave O Waste 
should be put into autoclavable plastic bags. 
autoclave /'oitoukleiv/ noun equipment for 
sterilising surgical instruments using heat un¬ 
der high pressure ■ verb to sterilise equipment 
using heat under high pressure O Autoclaving 
is the best method of sterilisation. 
autogenous /oi'tod 3 onos/, autogenic / 
,oitou'd 3 emk/ adjective produced either in 
the person’s body, or using tissue from the per¬ 
son’s own body O an autogenous vein graft 
autograft /'oitograift/ noun a transplant 
made using parts of the person’s own body 
autoimmune /.oitoui'mjuin/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to an immune reaction in a person 
against antigens in their own cells 
autoimmune disease /.oitoui.mjuin di 
'ziiz/ noun a disease in which the person’s own 
cells are attacked by autoantibodies O Rheu¬ 
matoid arthritis is thought to be an autoim¬ 
mune disease. 

autoimmunisation /.oitou.imjunai 

'zeiJ(o)n/, autoimmunization noun the proc¬ 
ess leading to an immune reaction in a person 
to antigens produced in their own body 
autoimmunity ^oitoui'mjuiniti/ noun a 
condition in which a person’s own cells are at¬ 
tacked by autoantibodies 
autoinfection ^oitouin'fekJXojn/ noun an 
infection by a microorganism already in the 
body, or infection of one part of the body by 
another part 



autointoxication /.oitouintDksi'keiJ^n/ 
noun the poisoning of the body by toxins pro¬ 
duced in the body itself 
autologous /oi'tologos/ adjective referring 
to a graft or other material coming from the 
same source 

autologous transfusion /oi.tDbgos 
trains'fju:3(3)n/ noun a blood transfusion in 
which the blood is removed from the body for 
later transfusion after an operation. £> transfu¬ 
sion 

autolysis /os'tolosis/ noun a situation in 
which cells destroy themselves with their own 
enzymes 

automatic /.oito'msetik/ adjective 1 . done 
without conscious thought O an automatic re¬ 
action 2. (of a machine or process) able to work 
by itself, without anyone giving instructions 
automatism /o:'tDm3tiz(9)m/ noun a state 
in which a person acts without consciously 
knowing that he or she is acting 
comment: Automatic acts can take place after 
concussion or epileptic fits. In law, automa¬ 
tism can be a defence to a criminal charge 
when the accused states that he or she acted 
without knowing what they were doing, 
autonomic /.oito'nDmik/ adjective govern¬ 
ing itself independently 
autonomic nervous system /oito.nomik 
'nsivos .sistom/ noun the nervous system 
formed of ganglia linked to the spinal column. 
It regulates the automatic functioning of the 
main organs such as the heart and lungs and 
works when a person is asleep or even uncon¬ 
scious. i> parasympathetic nervous system, 
sympathetic nervous system 
autonomy /oi'tonomi/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing free to act as one wishes 
autoplasty /'oitouplsesti/ noun the repair of 
someone’s body using tissue taken from an¬ 
other part of their body 
autopsy /'oitDpsi/ noun the examination of a 
dead body by a pathologist to find out the 
cause of death O The autopsy showed that he 
had been poisoned. Also called post mortem 
autosomal /.oitou'soumCo)!/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an autosome 

autosome /'oitousoum/ noun a chromosome 
that is not a sex chromosome 
autotransfusion /.oitoutrasns 'f ju: 3 (o)n/ 
noun an infusion into a person of their own 
blood 

auxiliary /oig'ziliori/ adjective providing 
help O The hospital has an auxiliary power 
supply in case the electricity supply breaks 
down. ■ noun an assistant 
avascular /ei'vasskjulo/ adjective with no 
blood vessels, or with a deficient blood supply 
avascular necrosis /o.vseskjub ne 
'krousis/ noun a condition in which tissue 
cells die because their supply of blood has 
been cut 


axillary temperature 

AV bundle /,ei 1 vii 'bAnd(3)l/ noun same as 
atrioventricular bundle 
average /'2ev(3)rid3/ noun 1 . the usual 
amount, size, rate, etc. O Her weight is above 
(the) average. 2. a value calculated by adding 
together several quantities and then dividing 
the total by the number of quantities ■ adjec¬ 
tive 1. usual O Their son is of above average 
weight. 2. calculated by adding together sever¬ 
al quantities and then dividing the total by the 
number of quantities O The average age of the 
group is 25. 

aversion therapy /3'v3:J(9)n .Geropi/ noun 
a treatment by which someone is cured of a 
type of behaviour by making him or her devel¬ 
op a great dislike for it 

avitaminosis /ei.vitomi'nousis/ noun a dis¬ 
order caused by a lack of vitamins 
AVM abbr arteriovenous malformation 
AV node /,ei 1 vi: nnod/ noun same as atriov¬ 
entricular node 

AVPU noun a method of rating if a person is 
conscious: A = alert; V = verbal, responding to 
verbal commands; P = pain, responding to 
pain; U = unconscious 

avulse /o'vaIs/ verb to tear tissue or a body 
part away by force 

avulsion /o'vAlJbn/ noun an act of pulling 
away tissue or a body part by force 
avulsion fracture /o,vAlJ(9)n 'frasktjo/ 
noun a fracture in which a tendon pulls away 
part of the bone to which it is attached 
awake /o'weik/ adjective not asleep O He was 
still awake at 2 o ’clock in the morning. □ wide 
awake very awake 

aware /o'weo/ adjective 1 . conscious enough 
to know what is happening O She is not aware 
of what is happening around her. 2. knowing 
about something O The surgeon became aware 
of a problem with the heart-lung machine. 
awareness /o'weonos/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing aware, especially of a problem 
‘...doctors should use the increased public aware¬ 
ness of whooping cough during epidemics to encour¬ 
age parents to vaccinate children’ [Health Visitor] 
axial /'ceksiol/ adjective referring to an axis 
axial skeleton /.asksiol 'skelit(o)n/ noun 
the bones that make up the vertebral column 
and the skull. Compare appendicular skele¬ 
ton 

axilla /ask'silo/ noun same as armpit 
( technical ) (note: The plural is axillae.) 
axillary /ask'silori/ adjective referring to the 
armpit 

axillary artery /cek.sibri 'a:tori/ noun an ar¬ 
tery leading from the subclavian artery in the 
armpit 

axillary nodes /aek'silori noudz/ plural noun 
part of the lymphatic system in the arm 

axillary temperature /ask.sibri .tempri 
'tjo/ noun the temperature in the armpit 
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axis /'ceksis/ noun 1. an imaginary line 
through the centre of the body 2. a central ves¬ 
sel which divides into other vessels 3. the sec¬ 
ond vertebra on which the atlas sits (note: The 
plural is axes.) 

axodendrite /.geksou'dendrait/ noun an ap¬ 
pendage like a fibril on the axon of a nerve 
axolemma /.sekso'lemo/ noun a membrane 
covering an axon 

axon /'aeksnn/ noun a nerve fibre which sends 
impulses from one neurone to another, linking 
with the dendrites of the other neurone. See il¬ 
lustration at neurone in Supplement 
axon covering /'seksDn ,kAv(o)rir)/ noun 
the myelin sheath which covers a nerve 
Ayurvedic medicine /.aioveidik 
'med(3)s(9)n/ noun a traditional Hindu sys¬ 
tem of healing that reviews a person’s state of 
health and lifestyle and recommends treatment 
based on herbal products, dietary control and 
spiritual practices 

azathioprine /.eizo'Baiopriin/ noun a drug 
which suppresses the immune response, used 
after transplant surgery to prevent rejection 


-azepam /cezipasm/ suffix used in names of 

benzodiazepines O diazepam 

azidothymidine /.eizidou'Oaimidiin/ noun 

a drug used in the treatment of AIDS. Abbr 

AZT. Also called zidovudine 

azo- /eizou/ prefix containing a nitrogen 

group 

azoospermia /.eizouo'spsimio/ noun the 
absence of sperm 

azotaemia /.eizou'tiimio/ noun the presence 
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the 
blood 

azoturia /.eizou'tjuorio/ noun the presence 
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the 
urine, caused by kidney disease 
AZT abbr azidothymidine 
azygous /'cezigos/ adjective single, not one 
of a pair 

azygous vein /'sezigos vein/ noun a vein 
which brings blood back into the vena cava 
from the abdomen 



babesiosis /bo.bitzi'ousis/ noun a disease 
caused by infection of red blood cells by a pro¬ 
tozoan introduced by a tick bite 
Babinski reflex /bo.binski 'ritfleks/, Bab- 
inski’s reflex /b3,binskiz 'ritfleks/ noun an 
unusual curling upwards of the big toe when a 
finger is lightly ran across the sole of the foot, 
while the others turn down and spread out, a 
sign of hemiplegia and pyramidal tract dis¬ 
ease. Compare plantar reflex [Described 1896. 
After Joseph Franpois Felix Babinski (1857— 
1932), French-born son of Polish refugees. A 
pupil of Charcot, he was head of the Neurologi¬ 
cal clinic at Hopital de la Pitie, 1890-1927.] 
Babinski test /bo'binski test/ noun a test 
for a Babinski reflex 

baby /'beibi/ noun a very young child who is 
not yet old enough to talk or walk O Babies 
start to walk when they are about 12 months 
old. (note: If you do noi know the sex of a baby 
you can refer to the child as it: The baby was 
sucking its thumb) 

baby blues /'beibi blutz/ plural noun same as 
postnatal depression ( informal) 
baby care /'beibi keo/ noun the act of look¬ 
ing after babies 

baby clinic /'beibi ,klimk/ noun a special 
clinic which deals with babies 
bacillaemia /,baesr'Ii:mio/ noun an infection 
of the blood by bacilli 

bacillary /bo'silori/ adjective referring to ba¬ 
cilli 

bacillary dysentery /bo.silori dislojntri/ 
noun dysentery caused by the bacillus Shigella 
in contaminated food 

bacille Calmette-Guerin /bae.siil .kaelmet 
'gerten/ noun full form of BCG [After A. Cal¬ 
mette (1863-1933) and C. Guerin (1872-1961), 
French bacteriologists.] 

bacilluria dbtesi'ljuorio/ noun the presence 
of bacilli in the urine 

bacillus /bo'silos/ noun a bacterium shaped 
like a rod (note: The plural is bacilli.) 
back /baek/ noun 1 . the part of the body from 
the neck downwards to the waist, which is 
made up of the spine and the bones attached to 
it (note: For other terms referring to the back, 


see dorsal and words beginning with dorsi-, 
dorso-.) 2. the other side from the front O She 
has a swelling on the back of her hand. 0 dor¬ 
sum 

backache /'baekeik/ noun pain in the back, 
often without a specific cause 
comment: Backache can result from bad pos¬ 
ture or muscle strain, but it can also be 
caused by rheumatism (lumbago), fevers 
such as typhoid fever and osteoarthritis. Pains 
in the back can also be referred pains from 
gallstones or kidney disease, 
backbone /'baekboun/ noun a series of 
bones, the vertebrae, linked together to form a 
flexible column running from the pelvis to the 
skull. Also called rachis, spine 
background carboxyhaemoglobin level 
/.baekgraund ka:,bDksi hitmo'gloubin 
, lev/ 0 ) 1 / noun the level of carboxyhaemoglob¬ 
in in the blood of a person who is not exposed 
to high levels of carbon monoxide 
back muscles /'baek ,mAs(3)lz/ plural noun 
the strong muscles in the back which help hold 
the body upright 

back pain /'baek pern/ noun pain in the back, 
especially long-lasting or severe pain 
backside /'baeksaid/ noun someone’s but¬ 
tocks ( informal) 

back strain /'baek strein/ noun a condition 
in which the muscles or ligaments in the back 
have been strained 

baclofen /'baekloufen/ noun a drug that re¬ 
laxes skeletal muscles which are in spasm, ei¬ 
ther because of injury or as a result of multiple 
sclerosis 

bacteraemia ^baekto'ritmia/ noun the fact 
of having bacteria in the blood. Bacteraemia is 
not necessarily a serious condition. Compare 
septicaemia, i) blood poisoning 
bacteria /baek'tiaria/ plural of bacterium 
bacterial /baek'tioriol/ adjective relating to 
bacteria or caused by bacteria O Children with 
sickle-cell anaemia are susceptible to bacteri¬ 
al infection. 

bacterial plaque /baek'tioriol ,plaek/noun a 
hard smooth bacterial deposit on teeth 



bacterial pneumonia 

bacterial pneumonia /baek.tiarial nju: 

moon in/ noun a form of pneumonia caused by 
pneumococcus. i> bronchopneumonia 
bacterial strain /baek.tioriol 'strein/ noun a 
group of bacteria which are different from oth¬ 
ers of the same general type 
bactericidal /b£ekti9ri'said(9)l/ adjective 
referring to a substance which destroys bacte¬ 
ria 

bactericide /bsek'tiorisaid/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which destroys bacteria 
bacteriological /b2ekti9ri9'lDd3ik(9)l/ ad¬ 
jective referring to bacteriology 
bacteriologist /bsek.tiori'Dlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in the study of bacteria 
bacteriology /b£ek l ti3ri l Dlod3i/ noun the 
scientific study of bacteria 
bacteriolysin /bafi^tiori'Dlisin/ noun a pro¬ 
tein, usually an immunoglobulin, which de¬ 
stroys bacterial cells 

bacteriolysis /bask.tiori'Dlisis/ noun the 
destruction of bacterial cells 
bacteriolytic /bsek.tiorio'litik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a substance which can destroy bacte¬ 
ria 

bacteriophage /baek'ti9riofeid3/ noun a vi¬ 
rus which affects bacteria 
bacteriostasis /bask.tioriou'steisis/ noun 
the action of stopping bacteria from multiply¬ 
ing 

bacteriostatic /bask.tiariou'stastik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a substance which does not kill 
bacteria but stops them from multiplying 
bacterium /bcek'tioriom/ noun a microscop¬ 
ic organism. Some types are permanently 
present in the gut and can break down food tis¬ 
sue, but many can cause disease, (note: The 
plural is bacteria.) 

comment: Bacteria can be shaped like rods 
(bacilli), like balls (cocci) or have a spiral form 
(spirochaetes). Bacteria, especially bacilli and 
spirochaetes, can move and reproduce very 
rapidly. 

bacteriuria /baek.tiori'juorio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which bacteria are present in the urine 
Bactrim /'baektrim/ a trade name for co-tri- 
moxazole 

bad breath /,bsed 'bre0/ noun same as hali¬ 
tosis ( informal ) 

Baghdad boil /,baegdsed 'boil/, Baghdad 
sore /.baegdaed 'so:/ noun a skin disease of 
tropical countries caused by the parasite Leish- 
mania. Also called Oriental sore 
bag of waters /,baeg ov 'woitoz/ noun part 
of the amnion which covers an unborn baby in 
the uterus and contains the amniotic fluid 
BAH A abbr bone anchored hearing aid 
Baker’s cyst /,beikoz 'sist/ noun a swelling 
filled with synovial fluid, at the back of the 
knee, caused by weakness of the joint mem¬ 
brane [Described 1877. After William Morrant 


Baker (1838-96), member of staff at St Bar¬ 
tholomew’s Hospital, London, UK.] 
baker’s itch /.beikoz TtJ7, baker’s dermati¬ 
tis /'beikoz d3imo'taitis/ noun an irritation 
of the skin caused by handling yeast 
BAL abbr British anti-lewisite 
balance /'ballons/ noun 1 . the act of staying 
upright, not falling □ he stood on top of the 
fence and kept his balance he did not fall off 
2. the proportions of substances in a mixture, 
e.g. in the diet O to maintain a healthy balance 
of vitamins in the diet 

balanced diet /.baelonst 'daiot/ noun a diet 
which provides all the nutrients needed in the 
correct proportions 

balance of mind /,b£elons ov 'maind/ noun 
someone’s mental state □ disturbed balance 
of mind a state of mind when someone is for a 
time incapable of reasoned action, because of 
illness or depression 

balanitis /.baelo'naitis/ noun inflammation 
of the glans of the penis 
balanoposthitis /.bafionoupDs'Gaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the foreskin and the end 
of the penis 

balantidiasis /.baelonti'daiosis/ noun an in¬ 
festation of the large intestine by a parasite 
Balantidium coli, which causes ulceration of 
the wall of the intestine, leading to diarrhoea 
and finally dysentery 

balanus /'bselonos/ noun the round end of the 
penis. 0 glans 

bald /bo:ld/ adjective with no hair, especially 
on the head □ he is going bald or he is becom¬ 
ing bald he is beginning to lose his hair 
baldness /'boildnos/ noun the state of not 
having any hair 

comment: Baldness in men is hereditary; it 
can also occur in both men and women as a 
reaction to an illness or to a drug. 

Balkan frame /.boilkon 'freim/, Balkan 
beam /,bo:lkon 'bi:m/ noun a frame fitted 
above a bed to which a leg in plaster can be at¬ 
tached. [> Pearson bed 

ball /boil/ noun 1 . the soft part of the hand be¬ 
low the thumb 2. the soft part of the foot below 
the big toe 

ball and cage valve /,bo:l on 'keid 3 vafiv/ 
noun an artificial heart valve, formed of a sili¬ 
con ball which moves inside a metal cage to 
open and shut the valve 
ball and socket joint /,bo:l and 'sDkit 
d 30 int/ noun a joint where the round end of a 
long bone is attached to a cup-shaped hollow 
in another bone in such a way that the long 
bone can move in almost any direction. Com¬ 
pare ginglymus 

balloon /bo'luin/ noun a bag of light material 
inflated with air or a gas, used to unblock ar¬ 
teries 
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balloon angioplasty /bo.lurn .genesis 
'plaesti/ noun same as percutaneous angi¬ 
oplasty 

balloon catheter /bo'lum .kasOito/ noun a 
tube that can be inserted into a blood vessel or 
other body part and then inflated, e.g. to widen 
a narrow artery 

ballottement /bo'lDtmont/ noun a method of 
examining the body by tapping or moving a 
part, especially during pregnancy 
balneotherapy /.baelniou'Oeropi/ noun the 
treatment of diseases by bathing in hot water 
or water containing beneficial natural chemi¬ 
cals 

balsam /'bo:ls(o)m/ noun a mixture of resin 
and oil, used to rub on sore joints or to put in 
hot water and use as an inhalant. [) friar’s bal¬ 
sam 

ban /been/ verb to say that something is not 
permitted O Smoking is banned throughout the 
building. O Use of this drug has been banned. 
bandage /'bamdid 3 / noun a piece of cloth 
which is wrapped around a wound or an in¬ 
jured limb O His head was covered with band¬ 
ages. ■ verb to wrap a piece of cloth around a 
wound O She bandaged his leg. O His arm is 
bandaged up. 

Bandl’s ring /'b 2 end(o)lz rip/ same as re¬ 
traction ring [After Ludwig Bandl (1842-92), 
German obstetrician] 

bank /bsegk/ noun a place where blood or or¬ 
gans from donors can be stored until needed. i> 

blood bank 

Bankart’s operation /'bsepkaits opo.rel 
iJ(o)n/ noun an operation to repair a recurrent 
dislocation of the shoulder [First performed 
1923. After Arthur Sydney Blundell Bankart 
(1879-1951), first orthopaedic surgeon at the 
Middlesex Hospital, London, UK.] 

Banti’s syndrome /'baentiz .sindroum/, 
Banti’s disease /'baentiz di,zi:z/ noun same 
as splenic anaemia [Described 1882. After Gui¬ 
do Banti (1852-1925), Florentine pathologist 
and physician.] 

Barbados leg /ba: .beidDs 'leg/ noun a form 
of elephantiasis, a large swelling of the leg due 
to a Filaria worm 

barber’s itch /,baiboz 'itJ7, barber’s rash / 

,ba:boz 'raeJV noun same as sycosis barbae 
barbital /'baibitol/ noun US same as barbi- 
tone 

barbitone /'baibitoun/ noun a type of barbit¬ 
urate 

barbiturate /ba:'bitJurat/ noun a sedative 
drug 

barbiturate abuse /ba:'bitJurat a,bju:s/ 
noun repeated addictive use of barbiturates 
which in the end affects the brain 

barbiturate dependence /ba: bit Jurat di 
.pendons/ noun being dependent on regularly 
taking barbiturate tablets 


barbiturate poisoning /ba:'bit Jurat 

,paiz(a)nip/ noun poisoning caused by an 
overdose of barbiturates 
barbotage /,ba:ba'ta: 3 / noun a method of 
spinal analgesia by which cerebrospinal fluid 
is withdrawn and then injected back 
bare /bea/ adjective with no covering □ bare 
area of the liver a large triangular part of the 
liver not covered with peritoneum 
bariatrics /.beeri'aetriks/ noun the medical 
treatment of obesity 

barium /'beariam/ noun a chemical element, 
forming poisonous compounds, used as a con¬ 
trast medium when taking X-ray photographs 
of soft tissue (note: The chemical symbol is 

Ba.) 

barium enema /.beariam 'enima/ noun a 
liquid solution containing barium sulphate 
which is put into the rectum to increase the 
contrast of an X-ray of the lower intestine 
barium meal /.beariam 'mi:l/, barium solu¬ 
tion /.beariam sa'lu:J(a)n/ noun a liquid solu¬ 
tion containing barium sulphate which some¬ 
one drinks to increase the contrast of an X-ray 
of the alimentary tract 

barium sulphate /.beariam 'sAlfeit/ noun a 
salt of barium not soluble in water and which 
shows as opaque in X-ray photographs 
Barlow’s disease /'ba:lauz di,zi:z/ noun 
scurvy in children, caused by a lack of vitamin 
C [Described 1882. After Sir Thomas Barlow 
(1845-1945), physician at various London hos¬ 
pitals and to Queen Victoria, King Edward VII 
and King George V.] 

Barlow’s sign /'ba:louz sain/ noun a test for 
congenital dislocation of the hip, in which a 
sudden movement is felt and sometimes a 
sound is heard when the joint is manipulated 
baroreceptor /.baerouri'septo/ noun one of 
a group of nerves near the carotid artery and 
aortic arch, which senses changes in blood 
pressure 

barotitis /.baerou'taitis/ noun pain in the ear 
caused by differences in air pressure, e.g. dur¬ 
ing air travel 

barotrauma /.baerou'troimo/ noun an injury 
caused by a sharp increase in pressure 
Barr body /'ba: .bodi/ noun a dense clump of 
chromatin found only in female cells, which 
can be used to identify the sex of a baby before 
birth [Described 1949. After Murray Llewellyn 
Barr (1908-95), head of the Department of 
Anatomy at the University of Western Ontario, 
Canada.] 

Barre-Guillain syndrome /.baerei 'gi: jam 
.sindroum/ noun t Guillain-Barre syndrome 

barrel chest /.baerol 'tJest/ noun a chest 
formed like a barrel, caused by asthma or em¬ 
physema 
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barrier cream /'baerb kriim/ noun a cream 
put on the skin to prevent the skin coming into 
contact with irritating substances 
barrier method /'baerb .meGsd/ noun a 
method of contraception in which the entry of 
sperm to the womb is blocked by a protective 
device such as a condom or diaphragm 
barrier nursing /'baerb ,n3isir)/ noun the 
nursing of someone who has an infectious dis¬ 
ease. It involves keeping them away from oth¬ 
er patients and making sure that faeces and 
soiled bedclothes do not carry the infection to 
other patients. 

‘...those affected by salmonella poisoning are being 
nursed in five isolation wards and about forty sus¬ 
pected sufferers are being barrier nursed in other 
wards’ [Nursing Times] 

bartholinitis /.baiGsli'naitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the Bartholin’s glands 
Bartholin’s glands /'baiGslinz glaendz/ 
plural noun two glands at the side of the vagina 
and between it and the vulva, which secrete a 
lubricating substance. Also called greater ves¬ 
tibular glands [After Caspar Bartholin (1655- 
1748), Danish anatomist] 
basal /'beis(o)l/ adjective located at the bot¬ 
tom of something, or forming its base 
basal cell /'beis(o)l sel/ noun a cell from the 
stratum germinativum. £> stratum 
basal cell carcinoma /,beis(o)l ,sel ,ka:si 
'noumo/ noun same as rodent ulcer 
basale /bo'seili/ adjective t stratum 
basal ganglia /,beis(o)l 'gaerjglb/ noun 
masses of grey matter at the base of each cere¬ 
bral hemisphere which receive impulses from 
the thalamus and influence the motor impulses 
from the frontal cortex 
basalis /bo'seilis/ 1 decidua 
basal metabolic rate /.beisik meto'bolik 
re it/ noun the amount of energy used by the 
body in exchanging oxygen and carbon diox¬ 
ide when at rest. It was formerly used as a way 
of testing thyroid gland activity. Abbr BMR 
basal metabolism /,beis(o)l ms'taeba 
,liz(o)m/ noun the minimum amount of energy 
needed to keep the body functioning and the 
temperature standard when at rest 
basal narcosis /,beis(o)l nai'kousis/ noun 
the administration a narcotic before a general 
anaesthetic 

basal nuclei /,beis(o)l 'nuikliai/ plural noun 
masses of grey matter at the bottom of each 
cerebral hemisphere 

base /beis / noun 1 . the bottom part O the base 
of the spine □ base of the brain the bottom 
surface of the cerebrum 2. the main ingredient 
of an ointment, as opposed to the active ingre¬ 
dient 3. a substance which reacts with an acid 
to form a salt ■ verb to use something as a base 
□ cream based on zinc oxide cream which 
uses zinc oxide as a base 


Basedow’s disease /'baezidauz di.ziiz/ 
noun a form of hyperthyroidism [Described 
1840. After Carl Adolph Basedow (1799-1854), 
general practitioner in Mersburg, Germany.] 
basement membrane /'beismont ,mem 
brein/ noun a membrane at the base of an epi¬ 
thelium 

basic /'beisik/ adjective 1 . very simple, from 
which everything else comes □ basic struc¬ 
ture of the skin the two layers of skin, the in¬ 
ner dermis and the outer epidermis 2. referring 
to a chemical substance which reacts with an 
acid to form a salt 

basic salt /.beisik 'soilt/ noun a chemical 
compound formed when an acid reacts with a 
base 

basilar /'baezib/ adjective referring to a base 
basilar artery /.baezib 'aitori/ noun an ar¬ 
tery which lies at the base of the brain 
basilar membrane /,baezib 'membrein/ 
noun a membrane in the cochlea which trans¬ 
mits nerve impulses from sound vibrations to 
the auditory nerve 

basilic /bo'silik/ adjective important or prom¬ 
inent 

basilic vein /ba.zilik 'vein/ noun a large 
vein running along the inside of the arm 
basin /'beis(o)n/ noun a large bowl 
basophil /'beisofil/ noun a type of white 
blood cell which has granules in its cytoplasm 
and contains histamine and heparin 
basophilia /.beiss'filb/ noun an increase in 
the number of basophils in the blood 
basophilic granulocyte /.beisafilik 

'graenjubsait/ noun same as basophil 
basophilic leucocyte /.beisafilik 

'luikosait/ noun same as basophil 
Batchelor plaster /'baetjbb .plaista/ noun 
a plaster cast which keeps both legs apart [After 
J.S. Bachelor (b. 1905), British orthopaedic sur¬ 
geon] 

bathe /beid/ verb to wash a wound O He 
bathed the grazed knee with boiled water. 
Batten’s disease /'baet(o)nz di,zi:z/ noun a 
hereditary disease which affects the enzymes 
of the brain, causing cells in the brain and eye 
to die 

battered baby syndrome /'baetsd ,beibi 
.sindraum/, battered child syndrome / 

'baetsd 'tjaild 'sindroum/ noun a condition 
in which a baby or small child is frequently 
beaten, usually by one or both of its parents, 
sustaining injuries such as multiple fractures 
battledore placenta /'baet(9)kb: pb 
.sento/ noun a placenta where the umbilical 
cord is attached at the edge and not at the cen¬ 
tre 

Bazin’s disease /'beizinz di.ziiz/ noun 
same as erythema induratum [Described 1861. 
After Pierre Antoine Ernest Bazin (1807-78), 
dermatologist at Hopital St Louis, Paris, France. 
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He was an expert in parasitology associated with 
skin conditions.] 

BC abbr bone conduction, t osteophony 
BCC abbr Breast Cancer Campaign 
B cell /'bi: sel/ noun same as beta cell 
BCG /,bi: si: 'd 3 i: .vseksiin/, BCG vaccine 
noun a vaccine which immunises against tu¬ 
berculosis. Full form bacille Calmette-Guerin 
BCh abbr Bachelor of Surgery 
BDA abbr British Dental Association 
bearing down /.beorig 'daun/ noun a stage 
in childbirth when the woman starts to push 
out the baby from the uterus 
bearing-down pain /.beorir) 'daun pern/ 
noun pain felt in the uterus during the second 
stage of labour (note: Bearing-down pain is 
also associated with uterine prolapse.) 
beat joint /'bi:t d 30 int/ noun an inflamma¬ 
tion of a joint such as the elbow (beat elbow) 
or knee (beat knee) caused by frequent sharp 
blows or other pressure 
Beck inventory of depression /,bek 
l invont(o)ri ov di'preJ(o)n/ noun one of the 
rating scales for depression, in which a series 
of 21 questions refers to attitudes frequently 
shown by people suffering from depression 
beclomethasone /.beklo'meGosoun/ noun 
a steroid drug usually used in an inhaler to 
treat asthma or hay fever 
becquerel /'bekorel/ noun an SI unit of 
measurement of radiation. Abbr Bq (note: 
Now used in place of the curie.) 
bed bath /'bed ba:0/ noun an act of washing 
the whole body of someone who is unable to 
get up to wash. Also called blanket bath 
bed blocker /'bed .bloko/ noun a patient 
who does not need medical attention but con¬ 
tinues to stay in hospital because suitable care 
is not available elsewhere 
bed blocking /'bed .blDkir)/ noun the fact of 
people being kept in hospital because other 
forms of care are not available, which means 
that other people cannot be treated 
bedbug /'bedbAg/ noun a small insect which 
lives in dirty bedclothes and sucks blood 
bed occupancy /'bed .Dkjuponsi/ noun the 
percentage of beds in a hospital which are oc¬ 
cupied 

bed occupancy rate /bed okjuponsi ,reit/ 
noun the number of beds occupied in a hospital 
shown as a percentage of all the beds in the 
hospital 

bedpan /'bedpasn/ noun a dish into which 
someone can urinate or defecate without get¬ 
ting out of bed 

bed rest /'bed rest/ noun a period of time 
spent in bed in order to rest and recover from 
an illness 

bedridden /'bed l rid(o)n/ adjective referring 
to someone who has been too ill to get out of 
bed over a long period of time 


bedside manner /.bedsaid 'maeno/ noun 
the way in which a doctor behaves towards a 
patient, especially a patient who is in bed □ a 
good bedside manner the ability to make pa¬ 
tients feel comforted and reassured 
bedsore /'bedso:/ noun an inflamed patch of 
skin on a bony part of the body, which devel¬ 
ops into an ulcer, caused by pressure of the part 
on the mattress after lying for some time in one 
position. Special beds such as air beds, ripple 
beds and water beds are used to try to prevent 
the formation of bedsores. Also called pres¬ 
sure sore, decubitus ulcer 
bedtable /'bedteib(o)l/ noun a specially de¬ 
signed table which can be used by a person sit¬ 
ting up in bed 

bedwetting /'bedwetig/ noun same as noc¬ 
turnal enuresis (note: This term is used mainly 
about children.) 

Beer’s knife /'bioz naif/ noun a knife with a 
triangular blade, used in eye operations [After 
George Joseph Beer (1763-1821), German 
ophthalmologist] 

behaviour /bi'heivjo/ noun a way of acting 
O His behaviour was very aggressive. (NOTE: 
The US spelling is behavior.) 
behavioural /bi'heivjorol/ adjective relating 
to behaviour (note: The US spelling is behav¬ 
ioral.) 

behavioural scientist /bi.heivjorol 
'saiontist/ noun a person who specialises in 
the study of behaviour 

behaviourism /bi'heivj9riz(o)m/ noun a 
psychological theory proposing that only 
someone’s behaviour should be studied to dis¬ 
cover their psychological problems 
behaviourist /bi'heivjorist/ noun a psy¬ 
chologist who follows behaviourism 
behaviour therapy /bi.heivjo 'Geropi/ 
noun a form of psychiatric treatment in which 
someone learns how to improve their condi¬ 
tion 

Behget’s syndrome /'beisets .sindroum/ 
noun a chronic condition of the immune sys¬ 
tem with no known cause, experienced as a se¬ 
ries of attacks of inflammation of small blood 
vessels accompanied by mouth ulcers and 
sometimes genital ulcers, skin lesions and in¬ 
flamed eyes [Described 1937. After Halushi Be- 
hget (1889-1948), Turkish dermatologist.] 
behind /bi'haind/ noun same as buttock 
( informal) 

bejel /'bed 3 ol/ noun a non-venereal form of 
syphilis which is endemic among children in 
some areas of the Middle East and elsewhere 
and is caused by a spirochaete strain of bacte¬ 
ria 

belch /beltJV noun the action of allowing air 
in the stomach to come up through the mouth 
■ verb to allow air in the stomach to come up 
through the mouth 



belching 

belching /'belt Jir)/ noun the action of allow¬ 
ing air in the stomach to come up through the 
mouth. Also called eructation 
belladonna ^belo'dono/ noun 1 . a poisonous 
plant with berries containing atropine. Also 
called deadly nightshade 2. a form of atropine 
extracted from the belladonna plant 
belle indifference/.belaen'diferatns/ noun 
an excessively calm state in a person, in a situ¬ 
ation which would usually produce a show of 
emotion 

Bellocq’s cannula /bejoks 'kaenjolo/, Bel- 
locq’s sound /be,lDks 'saund/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to control a nosebleed [After Jean 
Jacques Bellocq (1732-1807), French surgeon] 
Bell’s mania /,belz 'meinis/ noun a form of 
acute mania with delirium [After Luther Vose 
Bell (1806-62), American physiologist] 

Bell’s palsy /,belz 'potlzi/ noun paralysis of 
the facial nerve on one side of the face, pre¬ 
venting one eye being closed. Also called fa¬ 
cial paralysis [Described 1821. After Sir 
Charles Bell (1774-1842), Scottish surgeon. He 
ran anatomy schools, first in Edinburgh and then 
in London. Professor of Anatomy at the Royal 
Academy.] 

belly /'beli/ noun 1 . same as abdomen 2. the 
fatter central part of a muscle 
bellyache /'belieik/ noun a pain in the abdo¬ 
men or stomach 

belly button /'beli ,bAt(o)n/ noun the navel 
( informal ) 

Bence Jones protein /,bens d 3 ounz 
.proutim/ noun a protein found in the urine of 
people who have myelomatosis, lymphoma, 
leukaemia and some other cancers [Described 
1848. After Henry Bence Jones (1814-73), phy¬ 
sician at St George’s Hospital, London, UK.] 
bends /bendz/ plural noun □ the bends t 
caisson disease 

Benedict’s solution /'bemdikts so 
,lu:J(o)n/ noun a solution used to carry out 
Benedict’s test 

Benedict’s test /'bemdikts test/ noun a test 
to see if sugar is present in the urine [Described 
1915. After Stanley Rossiter Benedict (1884- 
1936), physiological chemist at Cornell Universi¬ 
ty, New York, USA.] 

benign /bo'nain/ adjective generally harm¬ 
less 

benign growth /bo'nain grouG/ noun same 

as benign tumour 

benign pancreatic disease /bo.nain 
.pasgkri'astik di,zi:z/ noun chronic pancreati¬ 
tis 

benign prostatic hypertrophy /bi.nain 
prD,st£etik hai'p3itrofi/ noun a nonmalig- 
nant enlargement of the prostate. Abbr BPH 
benign tumour /bo.nain 'tjuimo/ noun a tu¬ 
mour which will not grow again or spread to 
other parts of the body if it is removed surgi¬ 


cally, but which can be fatal if not treated. Also 
called benign growth. Opposite malignant tu¬ 
mour 

Bennett’s fracture /.benits 'fraektjo/ noun 
a fracture of the first metacarpal, the bone be¬ 
tween the thumb and the wrist [Described 
1886. After Edward Halloran Bennett (1837- 
1907), Irish anatomist, later Professor of Sur¬ 
gery at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.] 
bent /bent/ adjective □ bent double bent over 
completely so that the face is towards the 
ground O He was bent double with pain. 
benzocaine /'benzokein/ noun a drug with 
anaesthetic properties used in some throat loz¬ 
enges and skin creams 

benzodiazepine /.benzoudai'aszopiin/ 
noun a drug which acts on receptors in the cen¬ 
tral nervous system to relieve symptoms of 
anxiety and insomnia, although prolonged use 
is to be avoided (note: Benzodiazepines have 
names ending in -azepam: diazepam.) 
benzoin /'benzouin/ noun a resin used to 
make friar’s balsam 

benzyl benzoate /,benzil 'benzoueit/ noun 
a colourless oily liquid which occurs naturally 
in balsams, used in medicines and perfumes 
benzylpenicillin /,benzil peni'silin/ noun 
an antibacterial drug used against streptococ¬ 
cal infections, meningococcal meningitis and 
other serious infections 
bereavement /bi'riivmont/ noun the loss of 
someone, especially a close relative or friend, 
through death 

beriberi /,beri'beri/ noun a disease of the 
nervous system caused by lack of vitamin B { 
comment: Beriberi is prevalent in tropical 
countries where the diet is mainly formed of 
white rice, which is deficient in thiamine, 
berylliosis /bo.rili'ousis/ noun poisoning 
caused by breathing in particles of the poison¬ 
ous chemical compound beryllium oxide 
Besnier’s prurigo /,benieiz pru'raigou/ 
noun an itchy skin rash on the backs of the 
knees and the insides of the elbows [After Er¬ 
nest Besnier (1831-1909), French dermatolo¬ 
gist] 

beta /'biito/ noun the second letter of the 
Greek alphabet 

beta-adrenergic receptor /.biito ,£edro 
'n3id3ik/ noun one of two types of nerve end¬ 
ings that respond to adrenaline by speeding up 
the heart rate or dilating the bronchi 
beta amyloid /,bi:to 'cemiloid/ noun a wax¬ 
like protein formed from amyloid precursor 
protein in nerve cells which aggregates in 
Alzheimer’s disease to form plaques 
beta blocker /'biito .bloko/ noun a drug 
which reduces the activity of the heart (note: 
Beta blockers have names ending in -olol: aten¬ 
olol, propranolol hydrochloride.) 
beta cell /'biito sel/ noun a type of cell found 
in the islets of Langerhans, in the pancreas. 
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which produces insulin. Also called B cell. i> 
alpha cell 

Betadine /'biitodiin/ noun a trade name for a 
form of iodine 

betamethasone /.biito'meGosoun/ noun a 
very strong corticosteroid drug 
beta rhythm /'biito .riGom/ noun a pattern of 
electrical waves in the brain of someone who 
is awake and active, registering on an electro¬ 
encephalograph at 18-30 hertz 
betaxolol /bi'taeksolol/ noun a beta blocker 
drug used in the treatment of high blood pres¬ 
sure and glaucoma 

bethanechol /be'Gasnikol/ noun an agonist 
drug used to increase muscle tone after surgery 
Betnovate /'betnoveit/ noun a trade name 
for an ointment containing betamethasone 
bi- /bai/ prefix two or twice 
bias /'baios/ noun a systematic error in the de¬ 
sign or conduct of a study which could explain 
the results 

bicarbonate of soda /bai'kaibonot ov 
'soudo/ noun same as sodium bicarbonate 

bicellular /bai'seljulo/ adjective having two 
cells 

biceps /'baiseps/ noun any muscle formed of 
two parts joined to form one tendon, especially 
the muscles in the front of the upper arm (bi¬ 
ceps brachii) and the back of the thigh (biceps 
femoris). i> triceps (note: The plural is biceps.) 
bicipital /bai'sipit(o)l/ adjective 1. referring 
to a biceps muscle 2. with two parts 
biconcave /bai'kDrjkeiv/ adjective referring 
to a lens which is concave on both sides 
biconvex /bai'konveks/ adjective referring 
to a lens which is convex on both sides 
bicornuate /bai'koinjuot/ adjective divided 
into two parts (note: The word is sometimes 
applied to a malformation of the uterus.) 
bicuspid /bai'kAspid/ adjective with two 
points ■ noun a premolar tooth 
bicuspid valve /.bai'kAspid .vaelv/ noun 
same as mitral valve, see illustration at heart 
in Supplement 

b.i.d. adverb (used on prescriptions) twice dai¬ 
ly. Full form bis in die 
bifid /'baifid/ adjective in two parts 
bifida /'bifida/* spina bifida 
bifocal /bai'f9uk(o)l/ adjective referring to 
lenses made with two sections which have dif¬ 
ferent focal lengths, one for looking at things 
which are near, the other for looking at things 
which are far away 

bifocal glasses /bai,f9uk(o)l 'glaisiz/, bi¬ 
focal lenses /bai'fouk(9)l 'lenziz/, bifocals 
/bai'fouk(9)lz/ plural noun spectacles with 
lenses which have two types of lens combined 
in the same piece of glass, the top part being 
used for seeing at a distance and the lower part 
for reading 


bifurcate /'baifokeit/ adjective separating or 
branching off into two parts ■ verb to split or 
branch off into two parts 
bifurcation /.baifo'keiJXojn/ noun a place 
where something divides into two parts 
bigeminy /bai'd 3 emini/ noun same as pul¬ 
sus bigeminus 

big toe /big 'tou/ noun the largest of the five 
toes, on the inside of the foot. Also called 

great toe 

biguanide /bai'gwainaid/ noun a drug 
which lowers blood sugar, used in the treat¬ 
ment of Type II diabetes 
bilateral /bai'l£et(9)rol/ adjective affecting 
both sides 

bilateral adrenalectomy /bai,l£et(9)r9l o 
idrimo'lektomi/ noun the surgical removal of 
both adrenal glands 

bilateral pneumonia /bai.lset^jrol nju: 
'rnounio/ noun pneumonia affecting both 
lungs 

bilateral vasectomy /bai,l£et(3)rol vo 
'sektomi/ noun a surgical operation to cut both 
vasa deferentia and so make a man sterile 
bile /bail/ noun a thick bitter brownish yellow 
fluid produced by the liver, stored in the gall 
bladder and used to digest fatty substances and 
neutralise acids (note: For other terms referring 
to bile, see words beginning with chol-.) 
comment: In jaundice, excess bile pigments 
flow into the blood and cause the skin to turn 
yellow. 

bile acid /'bail .sesid/ noun an acid found in 

the bile, e.g. cholic acid 

bile canal /'bail ko.nael/ noun a very small 

vessel leading from a hepatic cell to the bile 

duct 

bile duct /'bail dAkt/ noun a tube which links 
the cystic duct and the hepatic duct to the duo¬ 
denum 

bile pigment /'bail ,pigmont/ noun colour¬ 
ing matter in bile 

bile salts /'bail soiltz/ plural noun sodium 
salts of bile acids 

bilharzia /bil'haitsio/ noun 1. a fluke which 
enters the bloodstream and causes bilharziasis. 
Also called Schistosoma 2. same as bilharzia¬ 
sis (note: Although strictly speaking, bilharzia 
is the name of the fluke, it is also generally used 
for the name of the disease: bilharzia patients ; 
six cases of bilharzia.) 

bilharziasis /.bilhai'tsaiosis/ noun a tropi¬ 
cal disease caused by flukes in the intestine or 
bladder. Also called bilharzia, schistosomia¬ 
sis 

comment: The larvae of the fluke enter the 
skin through the feet and lodge in the walls of 
the intestine or bladder. They are passed out 
of the body in stools or urine and return to wa¬ 
ter, where they lodge and develop in the water 
snail, the secondary host, before going back 
into humans. Patients experience fever and 
anaemia. 
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bili- /bili/ prefix referring to bile (note: For oth¬ 
er terms referring to bile, see words beginning 
with chol-, chole-.) 

biliary /'biliori/ adjective referring to bile 
biliary colic /.bilisri 'kolik/ noun pain in the 
abdomen caused by gallstones in the bile duct 
or by inflammation of the gall bladder 
biliary fistula /.biliori 'fistjulo/ noun an 
opening which discharges bile on to the sur¬ 
face of the skin from the gall bladder, bile duct 
or liver 

bilious /'bilios/ adjective 1 . referring to bile 2. 
referring to nausea ( informal) 
biliousness /'biliosnos/ noun a feeling of in¬ 
digestion and nausea ( informal) 
bilirubin /.bili'ruibin/ noun a red pigment in 
bile 

bilirubinaemia /.biliruibi'niimio/ noun an 
excess of bilirubin in the blood 
biliuria /.bili'juorio/ noun the presence of 
bile in the urine. Also called choluria 
biliverdin /,bili'V3idin/ noun a green pig¬ 
ment in bile, produced by oxidation of bi¬ 
lirubin 

Billings method /'bilirjz ,me0od/ noun a 
method of birth control which uses the colour 
and consistency of the cervical mucus as 
guides to whether ovulation is taking place 
Billroth’s operations /'bilroOs Dpo,reiJ(9)nz/ 
plural noun surgical operations in which the 
lower part of the stomach is removed and the 
part which is left is linked to the duodenum 
(Billroth I) or jejunum (Billroth II) [Described 
1881. After Christian Albert Theodore Billroth 
(1829-94), Prussian surgeon.] 
bilobate /bai'loubeit/ adjective with two 
lobes 

bimanual /bai'msenjuol/ adjective done with 
two hands, or needing both hands to be done 
binary /'bainori/ adjective made of two parts 
binary fission /.bainori 'fiJ(o)n/ noun the 
process of splitting into two parts in some 
types of cell division 

binaural /bain'oirol/ adjective using, or relat¬ 
ing to, both ears 

binder /'baindo/ noun a bandage which is 
wrapped round a limb to support it 
Binet’s test /'bineiz test/ noun an intelli¬ 
gence test for children [Originally described 
1905 but later modified at Stanford University, 
California, USA. After Alfred Binet (1857-1911), 
French psychologist and physiologist.] 
binocular /bi'nokjulo/ adjective referring to 
the two eyes 

binocular vision /bi.nDkjub 'vi3(o)n/ 
noun ability to see with both eyes at the same 
time, which gives a stereoscopic effect and al¬ 
lows a person to judge distances. Compare 

monocular 

binovular /bi'nDvjulo/ adjective referring to 
twins who develop from two different ova 


bio- /baiou/ prefix referring to living organ¬ 
isms 

bioactive /.baiou'asktiv/ adjective producing 
an effect in living tissue or in a living organism 
bioassay /.baiouo'sei/ noun a test of the 
strength of a drug, hormone, vitamin or serum, 
by examining the effect it has on living ani¬ 
mals or tissue 

bioavailability /.baiouoveilo'biliti/ noun 

the extent to which a nutrient or medicine can 

be taken up by the body 

biochemical / l baiou , kemik(9)l/ adjective 

referring to biochemistry 

biochemistry /.baiou'kemistri/ noun the 

chemistry of living tissues 

biocide /'baiousaid/ noun a substance which 

kills living organisms 

biocompatibility /.baioukompasto'biliti/ 
noun the compatibility of a donated organ or 
artificial limb with the living tissue into which 
it has been introduced or with which it is 
brought into contact 

biodegradable / l bai9udi , greidob(3)l/ ad¬ 
jective easily decomposed by organisms such 
as bacteria or by the effect of sunlight, the sea, 
etc. 

bioengineering /.baiouendgi'niorig/ noun 
same as biomedical engineering 
bioethics /'baiou.eGiks/ noun the study of 
the moral and ethical choices in medical re¬ 
search and treatment of patients, especially 
when advanced technology is available 
biofeedback ^baiou'fiidbask/ noun the con¬ 
trol of the autonomic nervous system by some¬ 
one’s conscious thought, as he or she sees the 
results of tests or scans 

biogenesis /.baiou'dsenosis/ noun a theory 
that living organisms can only develop from 
other living organisms 

biohazard /'baiou.hsezod/ noun a danger to 
human beings or their environment, especially 
one from a poisonous or infectious agent 
bioinstrumentation /,bai9uinstromen 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun instruments used to record and 
display information about the body’s func¬ 
tions, or the use of such instruments 
biological /,bai9TDd3ik(9)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to biology 

biological clock /,bai3lDd3ik(o)l 'klDk/ 
noun the rhythm of daily activities and bodily 
processes such as eating, defecating or sleep¬ 
ing, frequently controlled by hormones, which 
repeats every twenty-four hours. Also called 
circadian rhythm 

biological parent /,bai3,lDd3ik(3)l 
'peoromt/ noun a parent who was physically 
involved in producing a child 
biologist /bai'Dl9d3ist/ noun a scientist who 
specialises in biology 

biology /bai'Dlod3i/ noun the study of living 
organisms 



biomaterial /.baioumo'tioriol/ noun a syn¬ 
thetic material which can be used as an im¬ 
plant in living tissue 

biomedical engineering / 

^aioumedikCojl.endgi'niorir)/ noun the ap¬ 
plication of engineering science such as robot¬ 
ics and hydraulics to medicine 
biomedicine /'baiou l med(3)s(3)n/ noun 1. 
the use of the principles of biology, biochem¬ 
istry, physiology and other basic sciences to 
solve problems in clinical medicine 2. the 
study of the body’s ability to withstand unusu¬ 
al or extreme environments 
biometry /bai'omotri/ noun the science 
which applies statistics to the study of living 
things □ biometry of the eye measurement of 
the eye by ultrasound □ biometry of a fetus 
the measurement of the key parameters of 
growth of a fetus by ultrasound 
biomonitoring /'bai3u,mDnit(3)rig/ noun 
the measurement and tracking of a chemical 
substance in a living organism or biological 
material such as blood or urine, usually to 
check environmental pollution or chemical ex¬ 
posure 

bionic ear /bai'Dnik is/ noun a cochlear im¬ 
plant ( informal) 

bionics /bai'Dniks/ noun the process of ap¬ 
plying knowledge of biological systems to me¬ 
chanical and electronic devices 

biopharmaceutical /.baioufaimo 

'su:tik(o)l/ noun a drug produced by biotech¬ 
nological methods 

biophysical profile /,bai9ufizik(o)l 
'proofail/ noun a profile of a fetus, based on 
such things as its breathing movement and 
body movement 

biopsy /'bampsi/ noun the process of taking 
a small piece of living tissue for examination 
and diagnosis O The biopsy of the tissue from 
the growth showed that it was benign. 
biorhythm /'baiourid(o)m/ noun a regular 
process of change which takes place within 
living organisms, e.g. sleeping, waking or the 
reproductive cycle (note: Some people believe 
that biorhythms affect behaviour and mood.) 
biosensor /'baiou.senso/ noun a device that 
uses a biological agent such as an enzyme or 
organelle to detect, measure or analyse chemi¬ 
cals (note: Biosensors are increasingly used in 
tests to diagnose medical conditions such as 
blood pressure.) 

biostatistics ^baiousto'tistiks/ plural noun 
statistics used in medicine and the study of dis¬ 
ease 

biosurgery /'baiou.ssidsori/ noun the use of 
living organisms in surgery and post-surgical 
treatment, especially the use of maggots or 
leeches to clean wounds 
biotechnology ^baioutek'nDlodsi/ noun 1. 
the use of biological processes in industrial 


birth parent 

production, e.g. in the production of drugs 2. 
same as genetic modification 

biotherapy /'baiou.Geropi/ noun the treat¬ 
ment of disease with substances produced 
through the activity of living organisms such 
as sera, vaccines or antibiotics 
biotin /'baiotin/ noun a type of vitamin B 
found in egg yolks, liver and yeast 
biparietal /,baip3'rai3t(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the two parietal bones 
biparous /'biporos/ adjective producing 
twins 

bipennate /bai'peneit/ adjective referring to 
a muscle with fibres which rise from either 
side of the tendon 

bipolar /bai'poulo/ adjective with two poles. 
See illustration at neurone in Supplement 
bipolar disorder ^bai.poulo dis'oido/ noun 
a psychological condition in which someone 
moves between mania and depression and ex¬ 
periences delusion. Also called manic-depres¬ 
sive illness, manic depression 
bipolar neurone /bai.pouta 'njuoroun/ 
noun a nerve cell with two processes, a den¬ 
drite and an axon, found in the retina. See il¬ 
lustration at neurone in Supplement. Compare 
multipolar neurone, unipolar neurone 
birth /b3:0/ noun the act of being bom □ to 
give birth to have a baby O She gave birth to 
twins. 

birth canal /'b3:0 ko.nsel/ noun the uterus, 
vagina and vulva 

birth control /'b3:0 kon.troul/ noun same as 

contraception 

birth control pill /'b3:0 kon.troul pil/ noun 
same as oral contraceptive 

birth defect /'b3i0 .diifekt/ noun same as 
congenital anomaly (note: The word ‘defect’ is 
now avoided.) 

birthing /'b3:0ig/ noun the process of giving 
birth using natural childbirth methods ■ adjec¬ 
tive designed to help in childbirth 
birthing chair /'b3:0ir) tjeo/ noun a special 
chair in which a woman sits to give birth 
birthing pool /’b3i0ir) purl/ noun a special 
large bath in which pregnant women can relax 
before and when giving birth 
birthing room /’b3i0ir) ruim/ noun an area 
set up for childbirth in a hospital or other 
building to provide comfortable and homely 
surroundings 

birth injury /'b3:0 ^ndgori/ noun an injury 
which a baby experiences during a difficult 
birth, e.g. brain damage 
birthmark /'b3i0maik/ noun an unusual col¬ 
oured or raised area on the skin which some¬ 
one has from birth. Also called naevus 
birth mother /'b3i0 ,mAdo/ noun the woman 
who gave birth to a child 
birth parent /'b3:0 ,pe9ront/ noun one of the 
parents that physically produced a child 


43 



44 


birth plan 


birth plan /b3:0 plasn/ noun a list of a preg¬ 
nant woman’s wishes about how the birth of 
her baby should take place, e.g. whether she 
wants a natural birth and what pain relief she 
should be given 

birth rate /'b3:0 reit/ noun the number of 
births per year, shown per thousand of the pop¬ 
ulation O a birth rate of 15 per thousand O 
There has been a severe decline in the birth 
rate. 

birth trauma /'b3:0 .troimo/ noun an injury 
caused to a baby during delivery 
birth weight /'b3i0 weit/ noun the weight of 
a baby at birth 

bisacodyl /.baiso'koudil/ noun a laxative 
drug 

bisexual /bai'sekjuol/ noun someone who 
has both male and female sexual partners ■ 
adjective referring to a person who is sexually 
attracted to both males and females. Compare 
heterosexual, homosexual 
bisexuality /.baisekju'asliti/ noun the state 
of being sexually attracted to both males and 
females 

bis in die /,bis in 'diiei/ adverb full form of 

b.i.d. 

bismuth /'bizmo0/ noun a chemical element 
(note: The chemical symbol is Bi.) 
bismuth salts /'bizmo0 soilts/ plural noun 
salts used to treat acid stomach and formerly 
used in the treatment of syphilis 
bistoury /'bistori/ noun a sharp thin surgical 
knife 

bite /bait/ verb 1. to cut into something with 
the teeth O He bit a piece out of the apple. □ to 
bite on something to hold onto something 
with the teeth O The dentist told him to bite on 
the bite wing. 2. (of an insect) to puncture 
someone’s skin ■ noun 1. the action of biting 
or of being bitten 2. a place or mark where 
someone has been bitten O a dog bite O an in¬ 
sect bite 

bite wing /'bait wig/ noun a holder for dental 
X-ray film, which a person clenches between 
the teeth, so allowing an X-ray of both upper 
and lower teeth to be taken 
Bitot’s spots /,biitouz 'spots/ plural noun 
small white spots on the conjunctiva, caused 
by vitamin A deficiency [Described 1863. After 
Pierre A. Bitot (1822-88), French physician.] 
bivalve /'baivaslv/ noun an organ which has 
two valves ■ adjective referring to a bivalve or¬ 
gan 

black eye /.blaek 'ai/ noun bruising and 
swelling of the tissues round an eye, usually 
caused by a blow 

blackhead /'blaskhed/ noun same as come¬ 
do ( informal) 

black heel /'blaek ,hi:l/ noun a haemorrhage 
inside the heel, characterised by black spots 


black out /.blaek 'aut/ verb to have sudden 
loss of consciousness O I suddenly blacked out 
and I can ’t remember anything more 
blackout /'blaekaut/ noun a sudden loss of 
consciousness ( informal ) O She must have had 
a blackout while driving. Also called fainting 
fit 

black spots /.blaek 'spots/ plural noun □ 
black spots in front of the eyes moving black 
dots seen when looking at something, more 
noticeable when a person is tired or run-down, 
and more common in shortsighted people 
blackwater fever /'blaekwoito ,fi:vo/ noun 
a form of malaria where haemoglobin from red 
blood cells is released into plasma and makes 
the urine dark 

bladder /'blaedo/ noun any sac in the body, 
especially the sac where the urine collects be¬ 
fore being passed out of the body O He is suf¬ 
fering from bladder trouble. O She is taking 
antibiotics for a bladder infection. 

Blalock’s operation /'bleilDks Dpo.ref 
iJ(o)n/, Blalock-Taussig operation /.bleilDk 
'toisig Dpo,reiJ(3)n/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to connect the pulmonary artery to the 
subclavian artery, in order to increase blood 
flow to the lungs of someone who has tetralo¬ 
gy of Fallot 

bland /blsend/ adjective referring to food 
which is not spicy, irritating or acid 
bland diet /.blasnd 'daiot/ noun a diet in 
which someone eats mainly milk-based foods, 
boiled vegetables and white meat, as a treat¬ 
ment for peptic ulcers 

blanket bath /'blsegkit ba:0/ noun same as 

bed bath 

blast /bla :st/ noun 1 . a wave of air pressure 
from an explosion which can cause concussion 
2. an immature form of a cell before distinctive 
characteristics develop 

-blast /bluest/ suffix referring to a very early 

stage in the development of a cell 

blast injury /'bla:st .indsori/ noun a severe 

injury to the chest following a blast 

blastO- /blaestou/ prefix referring to a germ 

cell 

blastocoele /'bkestousiil/ noun a cavity 
filled with fluid in a morula (NOTE: The US 
spelling is blastocele.) 

blastocyst /'blaestousist/ noun an early 
stage in the development of an embryo 
Blastomyces /.blaestou'maisiiz/ noun a 
type of parasitic fungus which affects the skin 
blastomycosis ^bkestoumai'kousis/ noun 
an infection caused by Blastomyces 
blastula /'blaestjula/ noun the first stage of 
the development of an embryo in animals 
bleb /bleb/ noun a blister. Compare bulla 
bled /bled/ 1 bleed 
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bleed /bliid/ verb to lose blood O His knee 
was bleeding. O He was bleeding from a cut on 
the head, (note: bleeding - bled) 
bleeder /'bliido/ noun 1. a blood vessel which 
bleeds during surgery 2. a person who has hae¬ 
mophilia ( informal ) 

bleeding /'bliidig/ noun an unusual loss of 
blood from the body through the skin, through 
an orifice or internally 
comment: Blood lost through bleeding from 
an artery is bright red and can rush out be¬ 
cause it is under pressure. Blood from a vein 
is darker red and flows more slowly, 
bleeding point /'bliidig point/, bleeding 
site /'bliidig salt/ noun a place in the body 
where bleeding is taking place 
bleeding time /'bliidig taim/ noun a test of 
the clotting ability of someone’s blood, by tim¬ 
ing the length of time it takes for the blood to 
congeal 

blenno- /blenou/ prefix referring to mucus 
blennorrhagia /,blenou'reid 3 o/ noun 1 . the 
discharge of mucus 2. gonorrhoea 
blennorrhoea /.bleno'riio/ noun 1 . the dis¬ 
charge of watery mucus 2. gonorrhoea 
bleomycin /.bliiou'maisin/ noun an antibi¬ 
otic used to treat forms of cancer such as 
Hodgkin’s disease 

blephar- /blefor/ prefix same as blepharo- 
(usedbefore vowels) 

blepharitis /.blefo'raitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the eyelid 

blepharo- /bleforou/ prefix referring to the 
eyelid 

blepharoconjunctivitis /.bleforoukon 
^Apkti'vaitis/ noun inflammation of the 
conjunctiva of the eyelids 
blepharon /'bleforon/ noun an eyelid 
blepharospasm /'blef9rousp£ez(3)m/ noun 
a sudden contraction of the eyelid, as when a 
tiny piece of dust gets in the eye 
blepharotosis /.bleforou'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which the upper eyelid is half 
closed because of paralysis of the muscle or 
nerve 

blind /blaind/ adjective not able to see ■ plural 
noun □ the blind people who are blind. [) vis¬ 
ually impaired ■ verb to make someone blind 
O He was blinded in the accident. 
blind gut /.blaind 'gAt/ noun same as cae¬ 
cum 

blind loop syndrome /blaind 'luip ,sin 
droum/ noun a condition which occurs in cas¬ 
es of diverticulosis or of Crohn’s disease, with 
steatorrhoea, abdominal pain and megaloblas¬ 
tic anaemia 

blindness /'blaindnos/ noun the fact of not 
being able to see 

blind spot /'blaind spot/ noun the point in 
the retina where the optic nerve joins it, which 
does not register light 


blind study /.blaind 'stAdi/ noun an investi¬ 
gation to test an intervention such as giving a 
drug, in which a person does not know if he or 
she has taken the active medicine or the place¬ 
bo 

blink /blirjk/ verb to close and open the eye¬ 
lids rapidly several times or once O He blinked 
in the bright light. 

blister /'blisto/ noun a swelling on the skin 
containing serum from the blood, caused by 
rubbing, burning or a disease such as chicken- 
pox ■ verb to produce blisters 
bloated /'bloutid/ adjective experiencing the 
uncomfortable sensation of a very full stom¬ 
ach 

block /blok/ noun 1 . the stopping of a func¬ 
tion 2. something which obstructs 3. a large 
piece of something O A block of wood fell on 
his foot. 4. a period of time O The training is in 
two three-hour blocks. 5. one of the different 
buildings forming a section of a hospital O The 
patient is in Block 2, Ward 7. O She is having 
treatment in the physiotherapy block. ■ verb to 
fill the space in something and stop other 
things passing through it O The artery was 
blocked by a clot. O He swallowed a piece of 
plastic which blocked his oesophagus. 
blockage /'blokid 3 / noun 1 . something 
which obstructs O There is a blockage in the 
rectum. 2. the act of being obstructed O The 
blockage of the artery was caused by a blood 
clot. 

blocker /'bloko/ noun a substance which 
blocks an action, t beta blocker 
blocking /'blDkig/ noun a psychiatric disor¬ 
der, in which someone suddenly stops one 
train of thought and switches to another 
blood /blAd/ noun a red liquid moved around 
the body by the pumping action of the heart 
(note: For other terms referring to blood, see 
words beginning with haem-, haemo-, haema- 
to-.) O blood chemistry or chemistry of the 
blood 1. the substances which make up blood 
can be analysed in blood tests, the results of 
which are useful in diagnosing disease 2. the 
record of changes which take place in blood 
during disease and treatment 
comment: Blood is formed of red and white 
cells, platelets and plasma. It circulates round 
the body, going from the heart and lungs 
along arteries, and returns to the heart 
through the veins. As it moves round the body 
it takes oxygen to the tissues and removes 
waste material which is cleaned out through 
the kidneys or exhaled through the lungs. It 
also carries hormones produced by glands to 
the various organs which need them. The 
body of an average adult contains about six li¬ 
tres or ten pints of blood. 

blood bank /'blAd bserjk/ noun a section of a 
hospital or a special centre where blood given 
by donors is stored for use in transfusions 
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blood blister /'blAd .blists/ noun a swelling 
on the skin with blood inside, caused by nip¬ 
ping the flesh 

blood-borne virus /,bLvd bo:n 'vairos/ 
noun a virus carried by the blood 
blood-brain barrier /,bLvd brein 'barrio/ 
noun the process by which some substances, 
which in other parts of the body will diffuse 
from capillaries, are held back by the endothe¬ 
lium of cerebral capillaries, preventing them 
from coming into contact with the fluids round 
the brain 

blood casts /'blAd karsts/ plural noun pieces 
of blood cells which are secreted by the kid¬ 
neys in kidney disease 

blood cell /'blAd sel/ noun a red or a white 
cell in the blood 

blood clot /'blAd klDt/ noun a soft mass of 
coagulated blood in a vein or an artery. Also 
called thrombus 

blood clotting /'blAd .khotir)/ noun the proc¬ 
ess by which blood changes from being liquid 
to being semi-solid and so stops flowing 
blood corpuscle /'bUd ,ko:pAs(o)l/ nouni 

blood cell 

blood count /'blAd kaunt/ noun a test to 
count the number and types of different blood 
cells in a sample of blood, in order to give an 
indication of the condition of the person’s 
blood as a whole 

blood culture /'blAd ,kAlt Jo/ noun a method 
of testing a sample of blood by placing it on a 
culture medium to see if foreign organisms in 
it grow 

blood donor /'blAd ,d9un9/ noun a person 
who gives blood which is then used in transfu¬ 
sions to other people 

blood dyscrasia /,blAd dis'kreizio/ noun 
any unusual blood condition such as a low cell 
count or platelet count 

blood formation /'blAd fo:,meiJ(9)n/ noun 

same as haemopoiesis 

blood-glucose level /.bUd 'gluikouz 
,lev(o)l/ noun the amount of glucose present in 
the blood. The usual blood-glucose level is 
about 60-100 mg of glucose per 100 ml of 
blood. 

blood group /'blAd gruip/ noun one of the 
different groups into which human blood is 
classified. Also called blood type 
comment: Blood is classified in various ways. 
The most common classifications are by the 
agglutinogens (factors A and B) in red blood 
cells and by the Rhesus factor. Blood can 
therefore have either factor (Group A and 
Group B) or both factors (Group AB) or neither 
(Group O) and each of these groups can be 
Rhesus negative or positive, 
blood grouping /'blAd ,gru:pir)/ noun the 
process of classifying people according to 
their blood groups 


blood-letting /'blAd ,letir)/ noun same as 

phlebotomy 

blood loss /'blAd Ids/ noun loss of blood 
from the body by bleeding 
blood picture /'blAd ,pikt Jo/ noun US a full 
blood count 

blood pigment /'bL\d ,pigmont/ noun same 

as haemoglobin 

blood plasma /'blAd ,plaezm9/ noun a yel¬ 
low watery liquid which makes up the main 
part of blood 

blood platelet /'blAd ,pleitlot/ noun a small 
blood cell which releases thromboplastin and 
which multiplies rapidly after an injury, en¬ 
couraging the coagulation of blood 
blood poisoning /'blAd ,poiz(9)nir)/ noun a 
condition in which bacteria are present in the 
blood and cause illness ( informal ) t) septicae¬ 
mia, bacteraemia, toxaemia 
blood pressure /'blAd ,preJo/ noun the 
pressure, measured in millimetres of mercury, 
at which the blood is pumped round the body 
by the heart □ high blood pressure or raised 
blood pressure a level of blood pressure 
which is higher than usual 
‘.. .raised blood pressure may account for as many as 
70% of all strokes. The risk of stroke rises with both 
systolic and diastolic blood pressure in the normo- 
tensive and hypertensive ranges. Blood pressure 
control reduces the incidence of first stroke and aspi¬ 
rin appears to reduce the risk of stroke after TIAs’ 
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 
comment: Blood pressure is measured using 
a sphygmomanometer. A rubber tube is 
wrapped round the patient’s arm and inflated 
and two readings of blood pressure are taken: 
the systolic pressure, when the heart is con¬ 
tracting and so pumping out, and the diastolic 
pressure, which is always a lower figure, 
when the heart relaxes. Healthy adult values 
are considered to be 160/95, unless the pa¬ 
tient is diabetic or has heart disease, when 
lower target values are set. 
blood product /'blAd ,prDdAkt/ noun a sub¬ 
stance such as plasma taken out of blood and 
used in the treatment of various medical con¬ 
ditions 

blood relationship /.bUd riTeiJ(o)nJip/ 
noun a relationship between people who come 
from the same family and have the same par¬ 
ents, grandparents or ancestors, as opposed to 
a relationship by marriage 
blood sample /'blAd .saimpal/ noun a sam¬ 
ple of blood, taken for testing 
blood serum /'blAd .sisrsm/ noun i serum 
bloodshot /'blAdjDt/ adjective referring to 
an eye with small specks of blood in it from a 
small damaged blood vessel 
bloodstained /'blAdsteind/ adjective having 
blood in or on it O He coughed up blood¬ 
stained sputum. 

bloodstream /'blAdstriim/ noun the blood 
flowing round the body O Hormones are se¬ 
creted by the glands into the bloodstream. 
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blood sugar /,blAd 'Jugo/ noun glucose 
present in the blood 

blood sugar level /.bUd 'Jugo ,lev(o)l/ 
noun the amount of glucose in the blood, 
which is higher after meals and in people with 
diabetes 

blood test /'blAd test/ noun a laboratory test 
of a blood sample to analyse its chemical com¬ 
position O The patient will have to have a 
blood test. 

blood transfusion /'bLvd traens,fju: 3 (o)n/ 
noun a procedure in which blood given by an¬ 
other person or taken from the patient at an 
earlier stage is transferred into the patient’s 
vein 

blood type /'blAd taip/ noun same as blood 
group 

blood typing /'blAd ,taipig/ noun the analy¬ 
sis of blood for transfusion factors and blood 
group 

blood urea /,blAd ju'riio/ noun urea present 
in the blood. A high level occurs following 
heart failure or kidney disease, 
blood vessel /'blAd ,ves(o)l/ noun any tube 
which carries blood round the body, e.g. an ar¬ 
tery, vein or capillary (note: For other terms re¬ 
ferring to blood vessels, see words beginning 
with angi-, angio-.) 

blood volume /'blAd ,vDlju:m/ noun the to¬ 
tal amount of blood in the body 
blotch /blDtJ/ noun a reddish patch on the 
skin 

blot test /'blot test/ noun t Rorschach test 

blue baby /,blu: 'beibi/ noun a baby who has 
congenital cyanosis, born either with a con¬ 
genital heart condition or with a collapsed 
lung, which prevents an adequate supply of 
oxygen reaching the tissues, giving the baby’s 
skin a slight blue colour ( informal) 
blue disease /'blu: di'ziiz/, blueness / 
'bluinos/ noun } cyanosis 
blue litmus /,blu: 'litmos/ noun treated pa¬ 
per which indicates the presence of acid by 
turning red 

blurred vision /,bl3id 'vi3(o)n/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which someone does not see objects 
clearly 

blush /blAj/ noun a rush of red colour to the 

skin of the face, caused by emotion ■ verb to 

go red in the face because of emotion 

bm abbr bowel movement 

BM abbr Bachelor of Medicine 

BMA abbr British Medical Association 

BMI abbr body mass index 

BMJ abbr British Medical Journal 

BMR abbr basal metabolic rate 

BMR test /,bi: ,em 'a: test/ noun a test of 

thyroid function 

BNF abbr British National Formulary 


bodily /'bodili/ adjective referring to the body 
O The main bodily Junctions are controlled by 
the sympathetic nervous system. 
body /'bodi/ noun 1 . the physical structure of 
a person, as opposed to the mind 2. the main 
part of a person’s body, not including the head 
or arms and legs 3. a dead person ■ an amount 
of something ■ noun 1. the main part of some¬ 
thing □ body of sternum the main central part 
of the breastbone □ body of vertebra the main 
part of a vertebra which supports the weight of 
the body □ body of the stomach main part of 
the stomach between the fundus and the py¬ 
lorus. See illustration at stomach in Supple¬ 
ment 2. » foreign body 

body cavity /'bDdi .kasviti/ noun an opening 
in the body, e.g. the mouth, oesophagus, vagi¬ 
na, rectum or ear 

body fat /'bodi feet/ noun tissue where the 
cells contain fat which replaces the fibrous tis¬ 
sue when too much food is eaten 
body fluid /'bodi ,flu:id/ noun a liquid in the 
body, e.g. water, blood or semen 
body image /,bodi 'imid 3 / noun the mental 
image which a person has of their own body. 
Also called body schema 
body language /'bDdi ,laer}gwid 3 / noun the 
expression on your face, or the way you hold 
your body, interpreted by other people as un¬ 
consciously revealing your feelings 
body mass index /.bodi 'mass .indeks/ 
noun a figure obtained by dividing someone’s 
weight in kilos by the square of his or her 
height in metres. 19-25 is considered usual. 
Abbr BMI 

comment: If a person is 1.70 m (5ft 7in.) and 
weighs 82kg (180 lbs), his or her BMI is 28 
and so above average. 

body odour /,bodi 'oudo/ noun an unpleas¬ 
ant smell caused by perspiration 
body scan /'bDdi skasn/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the whole of the body using ultrasound 
or other scanning techniques 
body schema /,bDdi 'skiimo/ noun same as 
body image 

body substance isolation /'bodi 
.SAbstons aiS9,leiJ(3)n/ noun making sure 
that a trauma victim is kept isolated from the 
possibility of infection from moist body sub¬ 
stances 

body temperature /'bodi .tempri.tjo/ 
noun the internal temperature of the human 
body, usually about 37° C 
Boeck’s disease /'beks di,zi:z/, Boeck’s 
sarcoid /'beks ,sa:koid/ noun same as sar¬ 
coidosis [Described 1899. After Caesar Peter 
Moeller Boeck (1845-1913), Professor of Der¬ 
matology at Oslo, Norway.] 

Bohn’s nodules /,bo:nz 'nodjuilz/, Bohn’s 
epithelial pearls plural noun tiny cysts found in 
the mouths of healthy infants 
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boil /bail/ noun a tender raised mass of infect¬ 
ed tissue and skin, usually caused by infection 
of a hair follicle by the bacterium Staphyloco¬ 
ccus aureus. Also called furuncle 
bolus /'boulos/ noun 1. a mass of food which 
has been chewed and is ready to be swallowed 
2. a mass of food passing along the intestine 
bonding /'bDndir)/ noun the process by 
which a psychological link is formed between 
a baby and its mother O In autistic children 
bonding is difficult. 

bone /boun/ noun 1. calcified connective tis¬ 
sue 2. one of the calcified pieces of connective 
tissue which make the skeleton O There are 
several small bones in the human ear. See il¬ 
lustration at synovial joint in Supplement O 
bone structure 1 . the system of jointed bones 
forming the body 2. the arrangement of the 
various components of a bone 
comment: Bones are formed of a hard outer 
layer (compact bone) which is made up of a 
series of layers of tissue (Haversian systems) 
and a softer inner part (cancellous bone or 
spongy bone) which contains bone marrow. 

bone-anchored hearing aid /.boun 
.aerjkod 'hiorig eid/ noun a hearing aid that is 
fitted surgically into the skull, usually behind 
the ear. Abbr BAHA 

bone conduction /'boun kon.dAkJOjn/ 
noun same as osteophony 

bone damage /'boon ,daemid 3 / noun dam¬ 
age caused to a bone O extensive bruising but 
no bone damage 

bone graft /'boun graift/ noun a piece of 
bone taken from one part of the body to repair 
a another bone 

bone marrow /'boun .mserou/ noun soft tis¬ 
sue in cancellous bone (note: For other terms 
referring to bone marrow, see words beginning 
with myel-. myelo-.) 

comment: Two types of bone marrow are to 
be found: red bone marrow or myeloid tissue, 
which forms red blood cells and is found in 
cancellous bone in the vertebrae, the sternum 
and other flat bones. As a person gets older, 
fatty yellow bone marrow develops in the cen¬ 
tral cavity of long bones. 

bone marrow transplant /,boun 'masrou 
.trsensplaint/ noun the transplant of marrow 
from a donor to a recipient 
bone scan noun a scan which tracks a radio¬ 
active substance injected into the body to find 
areas where a bone is breaking down or repair¬ 
ing itself 

Bonney’s blue /,bDniz 'blu:/ noun a blue 
dye used as a disinfectant [After William Francis 
Victor Bonney (1872-1953), British gynaecolo¬ 
gist] 

bony /'bouni/ adjective 1. relating to bones, or 
made of bone 2. referring to a part of the body 
where the structure of the bones underneath 
can be seen O thin bony hands 


bony labyrinth /.bouni 'keborinB/ noun a 
hard part of the temporal bone surrounding the 
membranous labyrinth in the inner ear. Also 
called osseous labyrinth 
booster /'buistor in^ekJXojn/, booster in¬ 
jection noun a repeat injection of vaccine giv¬ 
en some time after the first injection to main¬ 
tain the immunising effect 
boracic acid /bo.rassik 'aesid/ noun a solu¬ 
ble white powder used as a general disinfect¬ 
ant. Also called boric acid 
borax /'boirasks/ noun a white powder used 
as a household cleaner and disinfectant 
borborygmus /.boibo'rigmos/ noun a rum¬ 
bling noise in the abdomen, caused by gas in 
the intestine (note: The plural is borborygmi.) 
borderline /'boidolain/ adjective 1 . not clear¬ 
ly belonging to either one of two categories O 
a borderline case 2. referring to a medical con¬ 
dition likely to develop in someone unless an 
effort is made to prevent it 3. characterised by 
emotional instability and self-destructive be¬ 
haviour O a borderline personality 
Bordetella ^boido'telo/ noun a bacterium of 
the family Brucellaceae (note: Bordetella per¬ 
tussis causes whooping cough.) 
boric acid /,bo:rik 'aesid/ noun same as bo¬ 
racic acid 

born /bo:n/ verb □ to be born to begin to live 
outside the mother’s uterus 
Bornholm disease /'boinhoum di.ziiz/ 
noun same as epidemic pleurodynia 
bottle-fed /'bDt(o)l fed/ adjective referring to 
a baby which is fed from a bottle. Compare 
breast-fed 

bottle feeding /,bDt(o)l 'fiidig/ noun the act 
of giving a baby milk from a bottle, as opposed 
to breast feeding. Compare breast feeding 
bottom /'botom/ noun 1 . the part of the body 
on which you sit. [) buttock 2. the anus 
( informal) 

bottom shuffling / bDtom jAf(o)lir)/ noun 
the process by which a baby who cannot yet 
walk moves around by moving itself along on 
its hands and buttocks 

botulinum toxin /.bDtjuTainom .tDksin/ 
noun a poison produced by the bacterium 
Clostridium botulinum and used, in small dos¬ 
es, to treat muscular cramps and spasms 
botulism /'bDtjJuliz(o)m/ noun a type of 
food poisoning, often fatal, caused by a toxin 
of Clostridium botulinum in badly canned or 
preserved food. Symptoms include paralysis 
of the muscles, vomiting and hallucinations, 
bougie /'bu^i:/ noun a thin tube which can 
be inserted into passages in the body such as 
the oesophagus or rectum, either to allow liq¬ 
uid to be introduced or to dilate the passage 
bout /baut/ noun a sudden attack of a disease, 
especially one which recurs O He is recover¬ 
ing from a bout of flu. □ bout of fever a period 
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when someone is feverish O She has recurrent 
bouts of malarial fever. 

bovine spongiform encephalopathy / 

'bouvain ,spAnd3ifo:m en.kefo'hopoOi/ 
noun a fatal brain disease of cattle. Abbr BSE. 
C> Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. Also called mad 
cow disease 

bowel /'bauol/ noun the intestine, especially 
the large intestine (note: Bowel is often used in 
the plural in everyday language.) □ to open the 
bowels to have a bowel movement 
bowel movement /'bauol .muivmont/ 
noun 1. an act of passing faeces out of the body 
through the anus O The patient had a bowel 
movement this morning. Also called motion. [> 
defecation 2. the amount of faeces passed 
through the anus 

bowels /'bauolz/ plural noun same as bowel 
Bowen’s disease /'bouinz di,zi:z/ noun a 
form of carcinoma, appearing as red plaques 
on the skin 

bowl /boul/ noun a wide shallow container 

used for holding liquids 

bow-legged /,bou 'legid/ adjective with bow 

legs 

bow legs /bou 'legz/ noun a state where the 
ankles touch and the knees are apart when a 
person is standing straight. Also called genu 
varum 

Bowman’s capsule /.boumonz 'ksepsjuil/ 
noun the expanded end of a renal tubule, sur¬ 
rounding a glomerular tuft in the kidney, 
which filters plasma in order to reabsorb use¬ 
ful foodstuffs and eliminate waste. Also called 
Malpighian glomerulus, glomerular capsule 
[Described 1842. After Sir William Paget Bow¬ 
man (1816-92), surgeon in Birmingham and lat¬ 
er in London, who was a pioneer in work on the 
kidney and in ophthalmology.] 

BP abbr 1 . blood pressure 2. British Pharma¬ 
copoeia 

BPH abbr benign prostatic hypertrophy 
Bq symbol becquerel 

brace /breis/ noun any type of splint or appli¬ 
ance worn for support, e.g. a metal support 
used on children’s legs to make the bones 
straight or on teeth which are forming badly O 
She wore a brace on her front teeth. 
bracelet /'breislot/ noun t identity bracelet, 
medical alert bracelet 

brachi- /breiki/ prefix same as brachio- (used 
before vowels) 

brachial /'breikiol/ adjective referring to the 
arm, especially the upper arm 
brachial artery /'breikiol ,a:t9ri/ noun an 
artery running down the arm from the axillary 
artery to the elbow, where it divides into the ra¬ 
dial and ulnar arteries 

brachialis muscle /.breiki'eilis ,mAs(o)l/ 
noun a muscle that causes the elbow to bend 


brachial plexus /.breikiol 'pleksos/ noun a 
group of nerves at the armpit and base of the 
neck which lead to the nerves in the arms and 
hands. Injury to the brachial plexus at birth 
leads to Erb’s palsy. 

brachial pressure point /.breikiol prejo 
point/ noun the point on the arm where pres¬ 
sure will stop bleeding from the brachial artery 
brachial vein /'breikiol vein/ noun a vein 
accompanying the brachial artery, draining 
into the axillary vein 

brachio- /breikiou/ prefix referring to the arm 
brachiocephalic artery /.breikiouso 
.faelik 'aitori/ noun the largest branch of the 
arch of the aorta, which continues as the right 
common carotid and right subclavian arteries 
brachiocephalic vein /.breikiouso.fselik 
'vein/ noun one of a pair of large veins on op¬ 
posite sides of the neck that join to form the su¬ 
perior vena cava. Also called innominate vein 
brachium /'breikiom/ noun an arm, especial¬ 
ly the upper arm between the elbow and the 
shoulder (note: The plural is brachia.) 
brachy- /braeki/ prefix short 
brachycephaly /.braeki'sefoli/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the skull is shorter than usual 
brachytherapy /,braeki'0eropi/ noun a radi¬ 
oactive treatment in which the radioactive ma¬ 
terial actually touches the tissue being treated 
Bradford’s frame /'braedfodz freim/ noun a 
frame of metal and cloth, used to support a pa¬ 
tient [After Edward Hickling Bradford (1848- 
1926), US orthopaedic surgeon] 
brady- /braedi/ prefix slow 
bradycardia /.braedi'kaidio/ noun a slow 
rate of heart contraction, shown by a slow 
pulse rate of less than 70 beats per minute 
bradykinesia /.braedikai'niizio/ noun a 
condition in which the someone walks slowly 
and makes slow movements because of dis¬ 
ease 

bradykinin /.braedi'kamin/ noun a chemical 
produced in the blood when tissues are in¬ 
jured, that plays a role in inflammation, i) kin in 
bradypnoea ^brsedip'niio/ noun unusually 
slow breathing (note: The US spelling is 
bradypnea.) 

Braille /breil/ noun a system of writing using 
raised dots on the paper to indicate letters 
which a blind person can read by passing their 
fingers over the page O The book has been 
published in Braille. [Introduced 1829-30. Af¬ 
ter Louis Braille (1809-52), blind Frenchman 
and teacher of the blind; he introduced the sys¬ 
tem which had originally been proposed by 
Charles Barbier in 1820.] 
brain /brein/ noun the part of the central nerv¬ 
ous system situated inside the skull. Also 
called encephalon. See illustration at brain in 
Supplement 

comment: The main part of the brain is the 

cerebrum, formed of two sections or hemi- 
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spheres, which relate to thought and to sensa¬ 
tions from either side of the body. At the back 
of the head and beneath the cerebrum is the 
cerebellum which coordinates muscle reac¬ 
tion and balance. Also in the brain are the hy¬ 
pothalamus which governs body temperature, 
hunger, thirst and sexual urges, and the tiny 
pituitary gland which is the most important en¬ 
docrine gland in the body. 

brain covering /'brein ,kAv(9)rig/ noun t 

meninges 

brain damage /'brein ,d 2 emid 3 / noun dam¬ 
age caused to the brain as a result of oxygen 
and sugar deprivation, e.g. after a haemor¬ 
rhage, accident, or though disease 
brain-damaged /'brein ,d£emid 3 d/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to someone who has experienced 
brain damage 

brain death /'brein de0/ noun a condition in 
which the nerves in the brain stem have died, 
and the person can be certified as dead, al¬ 
though the heart may not have stopped beating 
brain haemorrhage /brein 'hem(9)rid3/ 
noun same as cerebral haemorrhage 
brain scan /'brein skasn/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the inside of the brain, made by passing 
X-rays through the head, using a scanner, and 
reconstituting the images on a computer mon¬ 
itor 

brain scanner /'brein .skseno/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which scans the interior of the body, 
used to examine the brain 
brain stem /'brein stem/ noun the lower nar¬ 
row part of the brain which connects the brain 
to the spinal cord 

brain tumour /'brein t juimo/ noun a tumour 
which grows in the brain 
comment: Tumours may grow in any part of 
the brain. The symptoms of brain tumour are 
usually headaches and dizziness, and as the 
tumour grows it may affect the senses or men¬ 
tal faculties. Operations to remove brain tu¬ 
mours can be very successful. 

brain wave /brein stem/ noun a rhythmic 
wave of voltage produced by electrical activity 
in the brain tissue 

bran /brsen/ noun the outside covering of the 
wheat seed, removed when making white 
flour, but an important source of roughage in 
the diet 

branch /braintJV noun any part which grows 
out of a main part ■ verb to split out into small¬ 
er parts O The radial artery branches from the 
brachial artery at the elbow. 
branch ia /'braepkio/ noun a breathing organ 
similar to the gill of a fish found in human em¬ 
bryos in the early stages of development (note: 
The plural is branchiae.) 
branchial /'braerjkiol/ adjective referring to 
the branchiae 

branchial cyst ^braerjkiol 'sist/ noun a cyst 
on the side of the neck of an embryo 


branchial pouch ^brasrjkiol 'pautJ7 noun a 
pouch on the side of the neck of an embryo 
Braun’s frame /,braunz 'freim/, Braun’s 
splint /,braunz 'splint/ noun a metal splint 
and frame to which pulleys are attached, used 
for holding up a fractured leg while the person 
is lying in bed [After Heinrich Friedrich Wilhelm 
Braun (1862-1934), German surgeon] 
Braxton-Hicks contractions /.brsekston 
'hiks kon.trsekjonz/ plural noun contractions 
of the uterus which occur throughout a preg¬ 
nancy and become more frequent and stronger 
towards the end [After Dr Braxton-Hicks, 19th 
century British physician] 
break /breik/ noun the point at which a bone 
has broken □ clean break a break in a bone 
which is not complicated and where the two 
parts will join again easily 
breakbone fever /'breikboun ,fi:vo/ noun 
same as dengue 

break down /,breik 'daun/ verb 1 . to experi¬ 
ence a sudden physical or psychological ill¬ 
ness ( informal) O After she lost her husband, 
her health broke down. 2. to start to cry and be¬ 
come upset ( informal) O She broke down as she 
described the symptoms to the doctor. 3. to 
split or cause to split into smaller chemical 
components, as in the digestion of food 
breakdown /'breikdaun/ noun t nervous 
breakdown 

breakdown product /'breikdaun 
,prDdAkt/ noun a substance which is produced 
when a compound is broken down into its parts 
breast /brest/ noun one of two glands in a 
woman which secrete milk. Also called mam¬ 
ma (note: For other terms referring to breasts, 
see words beginning with mamm-, mammo-, 
mast-, masto-.) 

breast augmentation /'brest .oigmen 
teij\3)n/ noun a surgical procedure to increase 
the size of the breast for cosmetic purposes 
breastbone /'brestboun/ noun a bone which 
is in the centre of the front of the thorax and to 
which the ribs are connected. Also called ster¬ 
num 

breast cancer /'brest ,k 2 enso/ noun a ma¬ 
lignant tumour in a breast 
breast-fed /'brest fed/ adjective referring to 
a baby which is fed from the mother’s breasts 
O She was breast-fed for the first two months. 
breast feeding /'brest .fiidig/ noun feeding 
a baby from the mother’s breasts as opposed to 
from a bottle. Compare bottle feeding 
breast implant /'brest ,impla:nt/ noun a 
sac containing silicone, implanted to improve 
the appearance of a breast 
breast milk /'brest milk/ noun the milk pro¬ 
duced by a woman who has recently had a 
baby 
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breast palpation /'brest psel.peiJXojn/ 
noun feeling a breast to see if a lump is present 
which might indicate breast cancer 
breast pump /'brest pAmp/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for taking milk from a breast 
breast reconstruction noun the construc¬ 
tion of a new breast for a woman who has had 
a breast removed because of cancer 
breast reduction /'brest ri,dAkJ(9)n/ noun 
a reduction of the size of the breast for cosmet¬ 
ic purposes 

breath /bre0/ noun air which goes in and out 
of the body when you breathe O He ran so fast 
he was out of breath. O Stop for a moment to 
get your breath back. O She took a deep breath 
and dived into the water. □ to hold your 
breath to stop breathing out, after having in¬ 
haled deeply 

breathe /briid/ verb to take air in and blow air 
out through the nose or mouth O The patient 
has begun to breathe normally. □ to breathe 
in to take air into your lungs □ to breathe out 
to let the air out of your lungs O He breathed 
in the smoke from the fire and it made him 
cough. O The doctor told him to take a deep 
breath and breathe out slowly. 
comment: Children breathe about 20 to 30 
times per minute, men 16-18 per minute, and 
women slightly faster. The breathing rate in¬ 
creases if the person is taking exercise or has 
a fever. Some babies and young children hold 
their breath and go blue in the face, especially 
when crying or during a temper tantrum, 
breath-holding attack /'bre0 ,h9uldir) o 
,taek/ noun a period when a young child stops 
breathing, usually because he or she is angry 
breathing /'briidir)/ noun same as respira¬ 
tion O If breathing is difficult or has stopped, 
begin artificial ventilation immediately. (NOTE: 
For other terms referring to breathing see words 
beginning with pneum-, pneumo-, pneumat-, 
pneumato-.) 

breathing rate /'briidig reit/ noun the 
number of times a person breathes in and out 
in a specific period 

breathless /'bre01os/ adjective referring to 
someone who finds it difficult to breathe 
enough air O After running upstairs she be¬ 
came breathless and had to sit down. 
breathlessness /'bredlosnos/ noun diffi¬ 
culty in breathing enough air 
‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient de¬ 
partment on grounds of disabling breathlessness 
present for at least five years’ [ Lancet ] 
breath sounds /'bre0 saundz/ noun hollow 
sounds made by the lungs and heard through a 
stethoscope placed on a person’s chest, used in 
diagnosis 

breech /briitj*/ noun the buttocks, especially 
of a baby 

breech birth /'briitj ,b3i0/, breech delivery 

/'briitj di,liv(9)ri/ noun a birth in which the 
baby’s buttocks appear first rather than its head 


breech presentation /briitj ,prez(o)n 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun a position of the baby in the 
uterus in which the buttocks will appear first 
during childbirth 

breed /briid/ verb to reproduce, or reproduce 
animals or plants O The bacteria breed in dirty 
water. O Insanitary conditions help to breed 
disease. 

bregma /'bregma/ noun the point at the top 
of the head where the soft gap between the 
bones of a baby’s skull hardens 
bretylium tosylate /bro.tiliom 'tDsileit/ 
noun an agent used to block adrenergic trans¬ 
mitter release 

bridge /brid 3 / noun 1. the top part of the nose 
where it joins the forehead 2. an artificial tooth 
or set of teeth which is joined to natural teeth 
which hold it in place 3. a part joining two or 
more other parts 

Bright’s disease /'braits di.ziiz/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the kidneys, characterised by 
albuminuria and high blood pressure. Also 
called glomerulonephritis [Described 1836. 
After Richard Bright (1789-1858), physician at 
Guy’s Hospital, London, UK.] 
bring up /.brig 'Ap/ verb 1. to look after and 
educate a child 2. to cough up material such as 
mucus from the lungs or throat 3. to vomit 
( informal) 

British anti-lewisite /.britij .senti'lunsait/ 
noun an antidote for gases which cause blister¬ 
ing, also used to treat cases of poisoning such 
as mercury poisoning. Abbr BAL 
British Dental Association /.britij 
'dent(o)l 3S3Usi,eiJ(o)n/ noun in the UK, a 
professional association of dentists. Abbr BDA 
British Medical Association /.britij 
'medik(o)l 9S3Usi,eiJ(3)n/ noun in the UK, a 
professional association of doctors. Abbr BMA 
British National Formulary /.britij 
.nasJXojnol 'foimjulori/ noun a book listing 
key information on the prescribing, dispensing 
and administration of prescription drugs used 
in the UK. Abbr BNF 

British Pharmacopoeia /.britij .faimoko 
'piio/ noun a book listing drugs approved in 
the UK and their dosages. Abbr BP 
comment: Drugs listed in the British Pharma¬ 
copoeia have the letters BP written after them 
on labels. 

brittle /'brit(o)l/ adjective easily broken O 
The people’s bones become brittle as they get 
older. 

brittle bone disease /,brit(9)l 'boun di 
,ziiz/ noun 1. same as osteogenesis imperfec¬ 
ta 2. same as osteoporosis 
Broadbent’s sign /'broidbents sain/ noun 
a movement of someone’s left side near the 
lower ribs at each beat of the heart, indicating 
adhesion between the diaphragm and pericar¬ 
dium in cases of pericarditis [After Sir William 
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Henry Broadbent (1835-1907), British physi¬ 
cian] 

broad ligament /,bro:d 'ligomont/ noun 
peritoneal folds supporting the uterus on each 
side 

broad-spectrum antibiotic /.braid 
.spektrom .aentibai'Dtik/ noun an antibiotic 
used to control many types of microorganism 
Broca’s aphasia /.braukoz a'feizia/ noun a 
condition in which someone is unable to speak 
or write, as a result of damage to Broca’s area 
Broca’s area /'braukaz ,earia/ noun an area 
on the left side of the brain which governs the 
motor aspects of speaking [Described 1861. Af¬ 
ter Pierre Henri Paul Broca (1824-80), French 
surgeon and anthropologist. A pioneer of neuro¬ 
surgery, he also invented various instruments, 
described muscular dystrophy before Duch- 
enne, and recognised rickets as a nutritional dis¬ 
order before Virchow.] 

Brodie’s abscess /,braudiz 'cebses/ noun 
an abscess of a bone, caused by staphylococcal 
osteomyelitis [Described 1832. After Sir Ben¬ 
jamin Collins Brodie (1783-1862), British sur¬ 
geon.] 

bromhidrosis /.bromhi'drausis/ noun a 
condition in which body sweat has an unpleas¬ 
ant smell 

bromide /'braumaid/ noun a bromine salt 
(note: Bromides are used as sedatives.) 
bromine /'braumiin/ noun a chemical ele¬ 
ment (note: The chemical symbol is Br.) 
bromism /'braumiz(a)m/ noun chronic ill 
health caused by excessive use of bromides 
bromocriptine ^braumau'kriptiin/ noun a 
drug which functions like dopamine, used to 
treat excessive lactation, breast pain, some 
forms of infertility, growth disorder and Par¬ 
kinson’s disease 

bronch- /brDrjk/, bronchi- /brorjki/ prefix 
same as broncho- ( used before vowels) 
bronchi /'brorjkai/ plural of bronchus 
bronchial /'brngkiol/ adjective referring to 
the bronchi 

bronchial asthma /.brDrjkiol 'sesmo/ noun 
a type of asthma mainly caused by an allergen 
or by exertion 

bronchial breath sounds /.bmpkiol 'bre0 
,saundz/ plural noun distinctive breath sounds 
from the lungs which help diagnosis 
bronchial pneumonia /.bmpkiol nju: 
'mounio/ noun same as bronchopneumonia 
bronchial tree /'bropkiol trii/ noun a system 
of tubes (bronchi and bronchioles) which take 
the air from the trachea into the lungs 
bronchiectasis /.brDpki'ektosis/ noun a 
disorder of the bronchi which become wide, 
infected and filled with pus (note: Bronchiecta¬ 
sis can lead to pneumonia.) 
bronch io- /bropkiou/ prefix referring to the 
bronchioles 


bronchiolar /.brorjki'oulo/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the bronchioles 

bronchiole /'brDrjkioul/ noun a very small 
air tube in the lungs leading from a bronchus 
to the alveoli. See illustration at lungs in Sup¬ 
plement 

bronchiolitis /.brorjkiouTaitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the bronchioles, usually in 
small children 

bronchitic /brop'kitik/ adjective 1 . referring 
to bronchitis 2. referring to a person who has 
bronchitis 

bronchitis /brop'kaitis/ noun inflammation 
of the mucous membrane of the bronchi □ 
acute bronchitis an attack of bronchitis 
caused by a virus or by exposure to cold and 
wet 

broncho- /brDrjkou/ prefix referring to the 
windpipe 

bronchoconstrictor /.brDrjkoukon'strikto/ 
noun a drug which narrows the bronchi 
bronchodilator /.bropkoudai'leito/ noun a 
drug which makes the bronchi wider, used in 
the treatment of asthma and allergy (note: 
Bronchodilators usually have names ending in - 
terol; however, the most common bronchodila¬ 
tor is salbutamol.) 

‘19 children with mild to moderately severe perenni¬ 
al bronchial asthma were selected. These children 
gave a typical history of exercise-induced asthma 
and their symptoms were controlled with oral or aer¬ 
osol bronchodilators’ [ Lancet] 

bronchogram /'bropkougraem/ noun an X- 
ray picture of the bronchial tubes obtained by 
bronchography 

bronchography /brorj'kDgrofi/ noun an X- 
ray examination of the lungs after an opaque 
substance has been put into the bronchi 
bronchomediastinal trunk /.brorjkou 
mi:di3,stain(9)l 'trArjk/ noun the set of 
lymph nodes draining part of the chest 
bronchomycosis /.brDrjkoumai'kousis/ 
noun an infection of the bronchi by a fungus 
bronchophony /brorj'kDfoni/ noun vibra¬ 
tions of the voice heard over the lungs, indicat¬ 
ing solidification in the lungs 
bronchopleural /.brDpkou'pluorol/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a bronchus and the pleura 
bronchopneumonia /.brngkounju: 
'mounio/ noun an infectious inflammation of 
the bronchioles, which may lead to general in¬ 
fection of the lungs 

bronchopulmonary /.broijkou'pAlmon^ri/ 
adjective referring to the bronchi and the lungs 
bronchorrhoea /.brogkou'riio/ noun the se¬ 
cretion of mucus by the bronchi 
bronchoscope /'brDpkouskoup/ noun an 
instrument which is passed down the trachea 
into the lungs, which a doctor can use to in¬ 
spect the inside passages of the lungs 



bronchoscopy /brog'kDskspi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of a person’s bronchi using a bron¬ 
choscope 

bronchospasm /'brDpk9uspaez(o)m/ noun 
a tightening of the bronchial muscles which 
causes the tubes to contract, as in asthma 

bronchospirometer /.brDpkouspai 

'rDmito/ noun an instrument for measuring the 
volume of the lungs 

bronchospirometry /.brDpkouspai'mmitri/ 
noun a procedure for measuring the volume of 
the lungs 

bronchostenosis /.bropkouste'nousis/ 
noun an unusual constriction of the bronchial 
tubes 

bronchotracheal /.bropkoutrs'kiiol/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the bronchi and the trachea 
bronchus /'brDpkss/ noun one of the two air 
passages leading from the trachea into the 
lungs, where they split into many bronchioles. 
See illustration at lungs in Supplement (note: 
The plural is bronchi.) 

bronze diabetes /,bronz dais'biitiiz/ noun 
same as haemochromatosis 
Broviac catheter /'brauvisek ,kae0it3/ noun 
a type of thin catheter used to insert into a vein 
brow /brau/ noun 1 . same as forehead 2. same 
as eyebrow 

brown fat /braun 'feet/ noun dark-coloured 
body fat that can easily be converted to energy 
and helps to control body temperature 
Brown-Sequard syndrome /.braun 'seika: 
(Sindroum/ noun a condition in which the spi¬ 
nal cord has been partly severed or com¬ 
pressed, with the result that the lower half of 
the body is paralysed on one side and loses 
feeling in the other side [Described 1851. After 
Charles Edouard Brown-Sequard (1817-94), 
French physiologist.] 

Brucella /brui'sels/ noun a type of rod¬ 
shaped bacterium 

brucellosis /.bruisi'lousis/ noun a disease 
which can be caught from cattle or goats or 
from drinking infected milk, spread by a spe¬ 
cies of the bacterium Brucella. The symptoms 
include tiredness, arthritis, headache, sweat¬ 
ing, irritability and swelling of the spleen. 
Also called abortus fever, Malta fever, moun¬ 
tain fever, undulant fever 
Brufen /'bruifon/ a trade name for ibuprofen 
bruise /bruiz/ noun a dark painful area on the 
skin, where blood has escaped under the skin 
following a blow. 0 black eye ■ verb to cause 
a bruise on part of the body O She bruised her 
knee on the corner of the table. □ she bruises 
easily even a soft blow will give her a bruise 
bruised /bruizd/ adjective painful after a 
blow or showing the marks of a bruise O a 
badly bruised leg 

bruising /'bruizig/ noun an area of bruises O 
The baby has bruising on the back and legs. 


bug 

bruit /bruit/ noun an unusual noise heard 
through a stethoscope 

Brunner’s glands /'brunoz .gleendz/ plural 
noun glands in the duodenum and jejunum 
[Described 1687. After Johann Konrad Brunner 
(1653-1727), Swiss anatomist at Heidelberg, 
then at Strasbourg.] 

bruxism /'brAksiz(o)m/ noun the action of 
grinding the teeth, as a habit 
BSE abbr bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
bubo /'bjuibou/ noun a swelling of a lymph 
node in the groin or armpit 
bubonic plague /bjui.bDmk 'pleig/ noun a 
usually fatal infectious disease caused by Yers¬ 
inia pestis in the lymph system, transmitted to 
humans by fleas from rats 
comment: Bubonic plague was the Black 
Death of the Middle Ages. Its symptoms are 
fever, delirium, vomiting and swelling of the 
lymph nodes. 

buccal /'bAk(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
cheek or mouth 

buccal cavity /'bAk(o)l .kasviti/ noun the 
mouth 

buccal fat /'bAk(3)l faet/ noun a pad of fat 
separating the buccinator muscle from the 
masseter 

buccal smear /'bAk(o)l smio/ noun a gentle 
scraping of the inside of the cheek with a spat¬ 
ula to obtain cells for testing 
buccinator /'bAksineito/ noun a cheek mus¬ 
cle which helps the jaw to move when chewing 
Budd-Chiari syndrome /,bAd ki'eori 
jSindroum/ noun a disease of the liver, where 
thrombosis has occurred in the hepatic veins 
[Described 1845. After George Budd (1808-82), 
Professor of Medicine at King’s College Hospi¬ 
tal, London; Hans von Chiari (1851-1916), Vien¬ 
nese pathologist who was Professor of Patho¬ 
logical Anatomy at Strasbourg and later at 
Prague.] 

budesonide /bjui'desonaid/ noun a corti¬ 
costeroid drug taken by inhalation or in tablets, 
used in the treatment of hay fever and nasal 
polyps 

Buerger’s disease /'b3igoz di.ziiz/ noun 
same as thromboangiitis obliterans [De¬ 
scribed 1908. After Leo Buerger (1879-1943), 
New York physician of Viennese origin.] 
buffer /'bAf3/ noun 1 . a substance that keeps a 
constant balance between acid and alkali 2. a 
solution where the pH is not changed by add¬ 
ing acid or alkali ■ verb to prevent a solution 
from becoming acid 

buffer action /'bAfa .askjsn/ noun the bal¬ 
ancing process between acid and alkali 
buffered /'bAfsd/ adjective prevented from 
becoming acid O buffered aspirin 
bug /bAg/ noun an infectious disease 
(informal) O He caught a bug on holiday. O 
Half the staff have got a stomach bug. 
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build /bild/ noun the general size and shape of 

a person’s body O He has a heavy build for his 

height. O The girl is of slight build. 

build up /,bild 1 Ap/ verb to form gradually by 

being added to, or to form something in this 

way (note: building - built) 

build-up /'bild Ap/ noun a gradual process of 

being added to O a build-up of fatty deposits 

on the walls of the arteries 

built /bilt/ adjective referring to the general 

size of a person’s body O a heavily built man 

O She’s slightly built. 

bulb /bAlb/ noun a round part at the end of an 
organ or bone □ bulb of the penis the round 
end of the penis. Also called glans penis 
bulbar /'bAlbo/ adjective 1. referring to a bulb 
2. referring to the medulla oblongata 
bulbar paralysis /.bAlbo po'rselosis/, bul¬ 
bar palsy /,bAlbo 'poilzi/ noun a form of mo¬ 
tor neurone disease which affects the muscles 
of the mouth, jaw and throat 
bulbar poliomyelitis /.bAlbo .poulioumaio 
'laitis/ noun a type of polio affecting the brain 
stem, which makes it difficult for a person to 
swallow or breathe 

bulbospongiosus muscle /.bAlbou 
spAndsi'ousos ,mASol/ noun a muscle in the 
perineum behind the penis 
bulbourethral gland /.bAlbouju'riiBrol 
.gkend/ noun one of two glands at the base of 
the penis which secrete into the urethra, t 
gland 

bulge /bAld 3 / verb to push out O The wall of 
the abdomen becomes weak and part of the in¬ 
testine bulges through. 

bulging /'bAld 3 ir)/ adjective sticking out O 
bulging eyes 

bulimia /bulimia/, bulimia nervosa /bu 

,limio no'vouso/ noun a psychological condi¬ 
tion in which a person eats too much and is in¬ 
capable of controlling his or her eating. The 
eating is followed by behaviour designed to 
prevent weight gain, e.g. vomiting, use of lax¬ 
atives or excessive exercise, 
bulimic /bu'limik/ adjective 1. referring to 
bulimia 2. having bulimia ■ noun someone 
who has bulimia 

bulla /'bulo/ noun a large blister (note: The 
plural is bullae.) 

bumetanide /bjui'metonaid/ noun a drug 
which helps a patient to produce urine, used in 
the treatment of swelling caused by fluid accu¬ 
mulating in the tissues 

bump /bAmp/ noun a slightly swollen part on 
the skin, caused by something such as a blow 
or sting 

bumper fracture /'bAmpo .fraektjo/ noun a 
fracture in the upper part of the tibia (note: It 
has this name because it can be caused by a 
blow from the bumper of a car.) 


bundle /'bAnd(o)l/ noun a group of nerves 
running in the same direction 

bundle branch block /'bAnd(o)l braintj 
,blok/ noun an unusual condition of the heart’s 
conduction tissue 

bundle of His /,bAnd(o)l ov 'his/ noun same 
as atrioventricular bundle [Described 1893. Af¬ 
ter Ludwig His (1863-1934), Professor of Anat¬ 
omy successively at Leipzig, Basle, Gottingen 
and Berlin.] 

bunion /'bAnjon/ noun an inflammation and 
swelling of the big toe, caused by tight shoes 
which force the toe sideways so that a callus 
develops over the joint between the toe and the 
metatarsal 

buphthalmos /bAf'Bgelmos/ noun a type of 
congenital glaucoma occurring in infants 
bupivacaine /bjui'pivokein/ noun a power¬ 
ful local anaesthetic, used in epidural anaes¬ 
thesia 

buprenorphine /bjui'prenofiin/ noun an 
opiate drug used in the relief of moderate to se¬ 
vere pain, and as an opioid substitute in treat¬ 
ing drug addiction 

Burkitt’s tumour /,b3ikits 'tjuimo/, 
Burkitt’s lymphoma /,b3ikits lim'foumo/ 
noun a malignant tumour, usually on the max¬ 
illa, found especially in children in Africa [De¬ 
scribed 1957. After Denis Parsons Burkitt 
(1911-93), formerly Senior Surgeon, Kampala, 
Uganda; later a member of the Medical Re¬ 
search Council (UK).] 

burn /b3in/ noun an injury to skin and tissue 
caused by light, heat, radiation, electricity or 
chemicals ■ verb to harm or destroy some¬ 
thing by fire O She burnt her hand on the hot 
frying pan. O Most of his hair or his skin was 
burnt off. (note: burning - burnt or burned) 
comment: The modern classification of burns 
is into two categories: deep and superficial. 
Burns were formerly classified as first, second 
or third degree and are still sometimes re¬ 
ferred to in this way. 

burning /'b3:mr)/ adjective referring to a feel¬ 
ing similar to that of being hurt by fire O She 
had a burning pain or in her chest. 
burnout /'b3inaut/ noun a feeling of depres¬ 
sion, fatigue and lack of energy caused by 
stress and being overworked O He suffered a 
burnout and had to go on leave. 
burns unit /'b3inz , juinit/ noun a special de¬ 
partment in a hospital which deals with burns 
burp /b3ip/ ( informal) noun an act of allowing 
air in the stomach to come up through the 
mouth ■ verb to allow air in the stomach to 
come up through the mouth □ to burp a baby 
to pat a baby on the back until it burps 
burr /b3i/ noun a bit used with a drill to make 
holes in a bone such as the cranium or in a 
tooth 

bursa /'b3iso/ noun a sac containing fluid, 
forming part of the usual structure of a joint 



such as the knee and elbow, where it protects 
against frequent pressure and rubbing (note: 
The plural is bursae.) 

bursitis /b3i'saitis/ noun the inflammation 
of a bursa, especially in the shoulder 
Buscopan /'bAskopasn/ a trade name for a 
form of hyoscine 

butobarbitone ^bjuitou'baibitoun/ noun a 
barbiturate drug used as a sedative and hypnot¬ 
ic 

buttock /'bAtok/ noun one of the two fleshy 
parts below the back, on which a person sits, 


byssinosis 

made up mainly of the gluteal muscles. Also 
called nates 

buttonhole surgery /'bAtO)nhoul ,s3:d3ori/ 
noun a surgical operation through a small hole 
in the body, using an endoscope 
bypass /'baipais/ noun 1. a surgical opera¬ 
tion to redirect the blood, usually using a graft¬ 
ed blood vessel and usually performed when 
one of the person’s own blood vessels is 
blocked 2. a new route for the blood created by 
a bypass operation 

byssinosis /.bisi'nousis/ noun a lung dis¬ 
ease which is a form of pneumoconiosis 
caused by inhaling cotton dust 
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C symbol centi- 
C symbol Celsius 

CABG abbr coronary artery bypass graft 
cachet /'kaejei/ noun a quantity of a drug 
wrapped in paper, to be swallowed 
cachexia /kse'keksio/ noun a state of ill 
health characterised by wasting and general 
weakness 

cadaver /ko'dsevo/ noun a dead body, espe¬ 
cially one used for dissection 
cadaveric /ko'dsevorik/, cadaverous /ko 
'd£ev(o)r3s/ adjective referring to a person 
who is thin or wasting away 
caeca /'silks/ plural of caecum 
caecal /'si:k(s)l/ adjective referring to the 
caecum 

caecosigmoidostomy /.siikau.sigmoi 
'dDStami/ noun an operation to open up a con¬ 
nection between the caecum and the sigmoid 
colon 

caecostomy /sii'kostami/ noun a surgical 
operation to make an opening between the cae¬ 
cum and the abdominal wall to allow faeces to 
be passed without going through the rectum 
and anus 

caecum /'siikam/ noun the wider part of the 
large intestine in the lower right-hand side of 
the abdomen at the point where the small in¬ 
testine joins it and which has the appendix at¬ 
tached to it. See illustration at digestive sys¬ 
tem in Supplement. Also called cecum (note: 
The plural is caeca.) 

caesarean /si'zesrisn/, caesarean section 

/si'zesrisn .sekjsn/ noun a surgical operation 
to deliver a baby by cutting through the ab¬ 
dominal wall into the uterus. Compare vaginal 
delivery (note: The US spelling is cesarean.) 
comment: A caesarean section is performed 
only when it appears that natural childbirth is 
impossible or might endanger mother or child, 
and only after the 28th week of gestation, 
caesium /'siizism/ noun a radioactive ele¬ 
ment, used in treatment by radiation (note: 
The chemical symbol is Cs.) 
caesium-137 /.siizism wAn 0ri: 'sev(3)n/ 
noun a radioactive substance used in radiology 


cafe au lait spots /.kasfei su 'lei spots/ plu¬ 
ral noun brown spots on the skin, which are an 
indication of von Recklinghausen’s disease 
caffeine /'ksefiin/ noun an alkaloid found in 
coffee, tea and chocolate, which acts as a stim¬ 
ulant 

comment: Apart from acting as a stimulant, 
caffeine also helps in the production of urine. 

It can be addictive, and exists in both tea and 
coffee in about the same percentages as well 
as in chocolate and other drinks, 
caisson disease /'keis(3)n di,zi:z/ noun a 
condition in which a person experiences pains 
in the joints and stomach, and dizziness caused 
by nitrogen in the blood. Also called the 
bends, compressed air sickness, decom¬ 
pression sickness 

comment: The disease occurs in a person 
who has moved rapidly from high atmospheric 
pressure to a lower pressure area, such as a 
diver who has come back to the surface too 
quickly after a deep dive. The first symptoms, 
pains in the joints, are known as ‘the bends’. 
The disease can be fatal, 
calamine /'kastamain/, calamine lotion / 
'ksetamain ,l3uj(3)n/ noun a lotion, based on 
zinc oxide, which helps relieve skin irritation, 
caused e.g. by sunburn or chickenpox 
calc- /kaelk/ prefix same as calci- ( used before 
vowels) 

calcaemia /kael'siimia/ noun a condition in 
which the blood contains an unusually large 
amount of calcium 

calcaneal /kasTkeinisl/ adjective referring to 
the calcaneus 

calcaneal tendon /kzel.keinisl 'tendan/ 
noun the Achilles tendon, the tendon at the 
back of the ankle which connects the calf mus¬ 
cles to the heel and which acts to pull up the 
heel when the calf muscle is contracted 
calcaneus /ksel'keinias/, calcaneum /kasl 
'keinism/ noun the heel bone, situated under¬ 
neath the talus. See illustration at foot in Sup¬ 
plement 

calcareous degeneration /kgel.kesrias di 
,d3en3'reij(3)n/ noun the formation of calci¬ 
um on bones or at joints in old age 
calci- /keelsi/ prefix referring to calcium 



calcification /.kselsifi'keiJXsjn/ noun a 
process of hardening caused by the formation 
of deposits of calcium salts 
comment: Calcification can be expected in the 
formation of bones, but can occur unusually in 
joints, muscles and organs, where it is known 
as calcinosis. 

calcified /'kaelsifaid/ adjective made hard O 
Bone is calcified connective tissue. 
calcinosis /.kaslsi'nousis/ noun a medical 
condition where deposits of calcium salts form 
in joints, muscles and organs 
calcitonin ^kselsi'tounm/ noun a hormone 
produced by the thyroid gland, which is be¬ 
lieved to regulate the level of calcium in the 
blood. Also called thyrocalcitonin 
calcium /'kselsiom/ noun a metallic chemical 
element which is a major component of bones 
and teeth and which is essential for various 
bodily processes such as blood clotting (note: 
The chemical symbol is Ca.) 
comment: Calcium is an important element in 
a balanced diet. Milk, cheese, eggs and cer¬ 
tain vegetables are its main sources. Calcium 
deficiency can be treated by injections of cal¬ 
cium salts. 

calcium antagonist /'kaslsiom sen 
,t 2 egonist/ noun a drug which makes the arter¬ 
ies wider and slows the heart rate. It is used in 
the treatment of angina, 
calcium channel blocker /'kselsiom 
,tJaen(o)l ,blDko/, calcium blocker/'kaelsiom 
,blDko/ noun a drug which affects the smooth 
muscle of the cardiovascular system, used in 
the treatment of angina and hypertension 
(note: Calcium channel blockers have names 
ending in -dipine: nifedipine. Not to be used in 
heart failure as they reduce cardiac function fur¬ 
ther.) 

calcium deficiency /'keelsiom di,fiJO)nsi/ 
noun a lack of calcium in the bloodstream 
calcium phosphate /.kselsiom 'fosfeit/ 
noun the main constituent of bones 
calcium supplement /'kselsiom ,sAplimont/ 
noun the addition of calcium to the diet, or as 
injections, to improve the level of calcium in 
the bloodstream 

calculosis /.kselkju'lousis/ noun a condition 
in which calculi exist in an organ 
calculus /'kaslkjulos/ noun a hard mass like 
a little piece of stone, which forms inside the 
body. Also called stone (note: The plural is 
calculi.) 

comment: Calculi are formed of cholesterol 
and various inorganic substances, and are 
commonly found in the bladder, the gall blad¬ 
der (gallstones) and various parts of the kid¬ 
ney. 

Caldwell-Luc operation /.koildwel 'lu:k 
Dp3,reiJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to 
drain the maxillary sinus by making an inci¬ 
sion above the canine tooth [Described 1893. 
After George Walter Caldwell (1834-1918), US 


caloric requirement 

physician; Henri Luc (1855-1925), French laryn¬ 
gologist.] 

calf /ka:f/ noun a muscular fleshy part at the 
back of the lower leg, formed by the gastrocne¬ 
mius muscles (note: The plural is calves.) 
caliber /'kaelibo/ noun US same as calibre 
calibrate /'kaslibreit/ verb 1 . to measure the 
inside diameter of a tube or passage 2. to meas¬ 
ure the sizes of two parts of the body to be 
joined together in surgery 3. to adjust an in¬ 
strument or piece of equipment against a 
known standard 

calibrator /'kselibreito/ noun 1 . an instru¬ 
ment used to enlarge a tube or passage 2. an in¬ 
strument for measuring the diameter of a tube 
or passage 

calibre /'kaelibo/ noun the interior diameter 
of a tube or of a blood vessel 
caliectasis /.keili'ektosis/ noun swelling of 
the calyces 

caliper /'kaslipo/ noun 1 . an instrument with 
two legs, used for measuring the width of the 
pelvic cavity 2. an instrument with two sharp 
points which are put into a fractured bone and 
weights attached to cause traction 3. a leg 
splint made of rods and straps and usually fas¬ 
tened to the lower leg to enable the hip bone 
rather than the foot to support the person’s 
weight when walking 
calliper /'kaslipo/ noun same as caliper 3 
cal I i sthenic /.kaelis'Oenik/ adjective relating 
to callisthenics 

callisthenics /.kaelis'Bemks/ plural noun en¬ 
ergetic physical exercises for improving fit¬ 
ness and muscle tone, including push-ups, sit- 
ups and star jumps 

callosity /ks'lDSiti/ noun a hard patch on the 
skin, e.g. a corn, resulting from frequent pres¬ 
sure or rubbing. Also called callus 
callosum /ko'lousOjm/» corpus callosum 
callus /'kaslos/ noun 1 . same as callosity 2. 
tissue which forms round a broken bone as it 
starts to mend, leading to consolidation O Cal¬ 
lus formation is more rapid in children and 
young adults than in elderly people. 
calm /ka:m/ adjective quiet, not upset O The 
patient was delirious but became calm after 
the injection. 

calomel /'kselomel/ noun mercurous chlo¬ 
ride, a poisonous substance used to treat pin- 
worms in the intestine. Formula: Hg 2 Cl 2 . 
calor /'kaeta/ noun heat 
caloric /ko'lDrik/ adjective referring to calo¬ 
ries or to heat 

caloric energy /ko.lDrik 'en3d3i/ noun the 
amount of energy shown as a number of calo¬ 
ries 

caloric requirement /ks.lorik ri 
'kwaismsnt/ noun the amount of energy 
shown in calories which a person needs each 
day 
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calorie /'kaelori/ noun 1 . a unit of measure¬ 
ment of heat or energy, equivalent to the 
amount of heat needed to raise the temperature 
of lg of water by 1°C. Now called joule 2. also 
Calorie a unit of measurement of energy in 
food ( informal) O a low-calorie diet Now 
called joule □ to count calories to be careful 
about how much you eat 
calvaria /kael'veorio/, calvarium /keel 
'veoriom/ noun the top part of the skull 
calyx /'keiliks/ noun a part of the body 
shaped like a cup especially the tube leading to 
a renal pyramid. See illustration at kidney in 
Supplement (note: The plural is calyces.) 
comment: The renal pelvis is formed of three 
major calyces, which themselves are formed 
of several smaller minor calyces. 

CAM abbr complementary and alternative 
medicine 

camphor /'kagmfo/ noun white crystals with 
a strong smell, made from a tropical tree, used 
to keep insects away or as a liniment 
camphor oil /'kasmfo oil/, camphorated oil 
/'ksemforeitid oil/ noun a mixture of 20% 
camphor and oil, used as a rub 
Campylobacter /'ksempilou.bcekto/ noun a 
bacterium which is a common cause of food 
poisoning in humans and of spontaneous abor¬ 
tion in farm animals 

canal /ko'nasl/ noun a tube along which 
something flows 

canaliculitis /.kasnolikju'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the tear duct canal 
canaliculotomy /.kasnolikju'lDtomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to open up a little canal 
canaliculus /.kseno'hkjulos/ noun a little 
canal, e.g. a canal leading to the Haversian sys¬ 
tems in compact bone, or a canal leading to the 
lacrimal duct (note: The plural is canaliculi.) 
cancellous bone /'kaensolos ,boun/ noun a 
light spongy bone tissue which forms the inner 
core of a bone and also the ends of long bones. 
See illustration at bone structure in Supple¬ 
ment 

cancer /'kaenso/ noun a malignant growth or 
tumour which develops in tissue and destroys 
it, which can spread by metastasis to other 
parts of the body and which cannot be control¬ 
led by the body itself O Cancer cells devel¬ 
oped in the lymph. O She has been diagnosed 
as having lung cancer or as having cancer of 
the lung, (note: For other terms referring to can¬ 
cer, see words beginning with carcin-.) 
comment: Cancers can be divided into can¬ 
cers of the skin (carcinomas) or cancers of 
connective tissue such as bone or muscle 
(sarcomas). They have many causes. Many 
are curable by surgery, by chemotherapy or 
by radiation, especially if they are detected 
early. 

cancerophobia /.kaensorou'foubio/ noun a 
fear of cancer 


cancerous /'kaensoros/ adjective referring to 
cancer O The X-ray revealed a cancerous 
growth in the breast. 

cancer phobia /'ksenso .foubio/ noun same 

as cancerophobia 

cancrum oris /.kaerjkrom 'oiris/ noun se¬ 
vere ulcers in the mouth, leading to gangrene. 
Also called noma 

Candida /'kaendido/ noun a type of fungus 
which causes mycosis. Also called Monilia 
‘It is incorrect to say that oral Candida is an infection. 
Candida is easily isolated from the mouths of up to 
50% of healthy adults and is a normal commensal.’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

Candida albicans /.kaendido 'aelbikaenz/ 
noun one type of Candida which is usually 
present in the mouth and throat without caus¬ 
ing any illness, but which can cause thrush 
candidate /'kaendideit/ noun someone who 
could have an operation O These types of pa¬ 
tients may be candidates for embolisation. 
candidate vaccine /'kaendideit ,vaeksi:n/ 
noun a vaccine which is being tested for use in 
immunisation 

candidiasis /.kaendi'daiosis/, candidosis / 

.kaendi'dousis/ noun infection with a species 
of the fungus Candida 
comment: When the infection occurs in the 
vagina or mouth it is known as ‘thrush’. 
Thrush in the mouth usually affects small chil¬ 
dren. 

canicola fever /ko'nikolo ,fi:vo/ noun a 
form of leptospirosis, giving high fever and 
jaundice 

canine /'keinain/, canine tooth /'keinain 
,tu:0/ noun a pointed tooth next to an incisor. 
See illustration at teeth in Supplement 
comment: There are four canines in all, two in 
the upper jaw and two in the lower. Those in 
the upper jaw are referred to as the ‘eyeteeth’, 
canities /ko'mjiiiz/ noun a loss of pigments, 
which makes the hair turn white 
canker sore /'kaerjko ,so:/ noun same as 
mouth ulcer 

cannabis /'kaenobis/ noun a drug made from 
the dried leaves or flowers of the Indian hemp 
plant. Recreational use of cannabis is illegal 
and its use to relieve the pain associated with 
conditions such as multiple sclerosis is contro¬ 
versial. Also called hashish, marijuana 
comment: Cannabis has analgesic properties, 
and the possibility that it should be legalised 
for therapeutic use in conditions of chronic 
pain is being debated. 

cannabis resin /.kaenobis 'rezin/ noun an 
addictive drug, a purified extract made from 
the flowers of the Indian hemp plant 
cannula /'kaenjulo/ noun a tube with a trocar 
or blunt needle inside, inserted into the body to 
introduce fluids 

cannulate /'kaenjuleit/ verb to put a cannula 
into a vein or cavity to give drugs or to drain 
away fluid 
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canthal /'kcenBsl/ adjective referring to the 
comer of the eye 

cantholysis /kain'Onlosis/ noun same as 

canthoplasty 

canthoplasty /'kasnBsplaesti/ nouni. an op¬ 
eration to repair the canthus of the eye 2. an 
operation to cut through the canthus to enlarge 
the groove in the eyelid 
canthus /'kaenBas/ noun a comer of the eye 
canula noun another spelling of cannula 
canulate verb another spelling of cannulate 
cap /kaep/ noun 1 . a covering which protects 
something 2. an artificial hard covering for a 
damaged or broken tooth 
CAPD abbr continuous ambulatory peritoneal 
dialysis 

capeline bandage /'kaspolain ,b£endid 3 / 
noun a bandage shaped like a cap, either for the 
head, or to cover a stump after amputation 
capillary /ko'pilori/ noun 1. a tiny blood ves¬ 
sel between the arterioles and the venules, 
which carries blood and nutrients into the tis¬ 
sues 2. any tiny tube carrying a liquid in the 
body 

capillary bleeding /ko.pilori 'bliidig/ noun 
bleeding where blood oozes out from small 
blood vessels 

capita /'ksepito/ plural of caput 
capitate /'kaepiteit/, capitate bone / 

'kaepiteit ,boun/ noun the largest of the eight 
small carpal bones in the wrist. See illustration 
at hand in Supplement 

capitellum /.kaepi'telam/ noun a rounded 
enlarged part at the end of a bone, especially 
this part of the upper arm bone, the humerus, 
that forms the elbow joint with one of the low¬ 
er bones, the radius. Also called capitulum of 
humerus (note: The plural is capitella.) 
capitis /ko'paitis/» corona capitis 
capitular /ko'pitjulo/ adjective describing 
the rounded end (capitulum) of a bone 
capitulum /ko'pitjulom/ noun the rounded 
end of a bone which articulates with another 
bone, e.g. the distal end of the humerus (note: 
The plural is capitula.) 

capitulum of humerus /ks.pitjubm ov 
'hjuimoros/ noun same as capitellum 
caplet /'kseplot/ noun a small oblong tablet 
with a covering that dissolves easily and which 
usually cannot be broken in two 
caps, abbr capsule 

capsular /'ksepsjulo/ adjective referring to a 
capsule 

capsule /'ksepsjuil/ noun 1 . a membrane 
round an organ or joint 2. a small hollow di¬ 
gestible case filled with a drug that is taken by 
swallowing O She swallowed three capsules of 
painkiller. O The doctor prescribed the drug in 
capsule form. 

capsulectomy /,keepsju'lektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of the capsule round a joint 


capsulitis /.kgepsju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a capsule 

capsulotomy /.kaepsju'lDtomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical procedure involving cutting into the cap¬ 
sule around a body part, e.g. cutting into the 
lens of the eye during the removal of a cataract 
captopril /'kaeptopril/ noun a drug which 
helps to prevent the arteries from being made 
narrower by an angiotensin. It is used to con¬ 
trol high blood pressure, 
caput /'ksepot/ noun 1 . the head 2. the top of 
part of something (note: [all senses] The plural 
is capita.) 

carbamazepine /.kaibo'maezopiin/ noun a 
drug which reduces pain and helps to prevent 
convulsions. It is used in the treatment of epi¬ 
lepsy, pain and bipolar disorder, 
carbenoxolone /.kaibo'nDksoloun/ noun a 
liquorice agent, used to treat stomach ulcers 
carbidopa ^kaibi'doupo/ noun an inhibitor 
used to enable levodopa to enter the brain in 
larger quantities in the treatment of Parkin¬ 
son’s disease 

carbimazole /kai'bimozoul/ noun a drug 
which helps to prevent the formation of thy¬ 
roid hormones, used in the management of 
hyperthyroidism 

carbohydrate /.kaibou'haidreit/ noun 1 . a 
biological compound containing carbon, hy¬ 
drogen and oxygen. Carbohydrates derive 
from sugar and are an important source of food 
and energy. 2. food containing carbohydrates 
O high carbohydrate drinks 
carbolic acid /kai.bDlik 'sesid/ noun same 
as phenol 

carbon /'kaibon/ noun one of the common 
non-metallic elements, an essential compo¬ 
nent of living matter and organic chemical 
compounds (note: The chemical symbol is C.) 
carbon dioxide /.kaibon dai'Dksaid/ noun 
a colourless gas produced by the body’s me¬ 
tabolism as the tissues burn carbon, and 
breathed out by the lungs as waste (note: The 
chemical symbol is C0 2 .) 
comment: Carbon dioxide can be solidified at 
low temperatures and is known as ‘dry ice’ or 
‘carbon dioxide snow’, being used to remove 
growths on the skin. 

carbon dioxide snow/,ka:bon dai.Dksaid 
'snou/ noun solid carbon dioxide, used in 
treating skin growths such as warts, or to pre¬ 
serve tissue samples 

carbonic anhydrase /kai.bDmk sen'haid 
reiz/ noun an enzyme which acts as a buffer 
and regulates the body’s water balance, includ¬ 
ing gastric acid secretion and aqueous humour 
production 

carbon monoxide /,ka:bon mo'nDksaid/ 
noun a poisonous gas found in fumes from car 
engines, from burning gas and cigarette smoke 
(note: The chemical symbol is CO.) 
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comment: Carbon monoxide is dangerous be¬ 
cause it is easily absorbed into the blood and 
takes the place of the oxygen in the blood, 
combining with haemoglobin to form carboxy- 
haemoglobin, which has the effect of starving 
the tissues of oxygen. Carbon monoxide has 
no smell and people do not realise that they 
are being poisoned by it. They become un¬ 
conscious, with a characteristic red colouring 
to the skin. Poisoning with car exhaust fumes 
is sometimes used as a method of suicide. 

The treatment for carbon monoxide poisoning 
is very rapid inhalation of fresh air together 
with carbon dioxide if this can be provided, 
carbon monoxide poisoning /.kaibon 
mo'nDksaid ,poiz(o)nig/ noun poisoning 
caused by breathing carbon monoxide 
carboxyhaemoglobin /ka: .bDksihiimo 
'gloubin/ noun a compound of carbon monox¬ 
ide and haemoglobin formed when a person 
breathes in carbon monoxide from tobacco 
smoke or car exhaust fumes 
carboxyhaemoglobinaemia /kai.bDksi 
hiimo.gloubi'niimio/ noun the presence of 
carboxyhaemoglobin in the blood 
carbuncle /'kaibAgkol/ noun a localised sta¬ 
phylococcal infection, which goes deep into 
the tissue 

carcin- /kaisin/ prefix same as carcino- ( used 
before vowels) 

carcino- /kaisino/ prefix referring to carcino¬ 
ma or cancer 

carcinogen /ka:'sin3d3on/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which produces a carcinoma or cancer 
comment: Carcinogens are found in pesti¬ 
cides such as DDT, in asbestos, tobacco, ar¬ 
omatic compounds such as benzene and ra¬ 
dioactive substances. 

carcinogenesis /.kaisino'dsenosis/ noun 
the process of forming a carcinoma in tissue 
carcinogenic /.kaisino'dsenik/ adjective 
causing a carcinoma or cancer 
carcinoid /'kaisinoid/ noun an intestinal tu¬ 
mour, especially in the appendix, which causes 
diarrhoea 

carcinoid syndrome /'kaisinoid .sindroum/ 
noun a group of symptoms which are associat¬ 
ed with a carcinoid tumour 
carcinoid tumour /'kaisinoid .tjuimo/ 

same as carcinoid 

carcinoma ^kaisi'noumo/ noun a cancer of 

the epithelium or glands 

carcinoma in situ /kaisi.noumo in 'sitju/ 

noun the first stage in the development of a 

cancer, where the epithelial cells begin to 

change 

carcinomatosis /.kaisinoumo'tousis/ 
noun a carcinoma which has spread to many 
sites in the body 

carcinomatous /.kaisi'nomotos/ adjective 
referring to carcinoma 

carcinosarcoma /.kaisinousai 'koumo/ 
noun a malignant tumour containing elements 
of both a carcinoma and a sarcoma 


cardi- /kaidi/ prefix same as cardio- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

cardia /'kaidio/ noun 1 . an opening at the top 
of the stomach which joins it to the gullet 2. the 
heart 

cardiac /'kaidisek/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the heart 2. referring to the cardia 
cardiac achalasia /.kaidiaek .asko'leizio/ 
noun a condition in which the patient is unable 
to relax the cardia, the muscle at the entrance 
to the stomach, with the result that food cannot 
enter the stomach. i> cardiomyotomy 
cardiac arrest /.kaidisek o'rest/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the heart muscle stops beating 
cardiac asthma /.kaidiask 'assmo/ noun dif¬ 
ficulty in breathing caused by heart failure 
cardiac catheter /.kaidiaek 'kseGito/ noun a 
catheter passed through a vein into the heart, to 
take blood samples, to record pressure or to 
examine the interior of the heart before sur¬ 
gery 

cardiac catheterisation /.kaidisek 
.kseBitoraTzeiJXojn/ noun a procedure which 
involves passing a catheter into the heart 
cardiac cirrhosis /.kaidiask si'rousis/ 
noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by heart dis¬ 
ease 

cardiac compression /.kaidisek kom 
'preJ(o)n/ noun the compression of the heart 
by fluid in the pericardium 
cardiac conducting system /.kaidisek 
kon'dAktig .sistom/ noun the nerve system in 
the heart which links an atrium to a ventricle, 
so that the two beat at the same rate 
cardiac cycle /.kaidisek 'saik(o)l/ noun the 
repeated beating of the heart, formed of the di¬ 
astole and systole 

cardiac decompression /.kaidisek 
.diikom'preJXojn/ noun the removal of a hae- 
matoma or constriction of the heart 
cardiac failure /,ka:di 2 ek 'feiljo/ noun same 

as heart failure 

cardiac glycoside /,ka:di£ek 'glaikosaid/ 
noun a drug used in the treatment of tachycar¬ 
dia and atrial fibrillation, e.g. digoxin 
cardiac impression /.kaidiask im 
'preJ(o)n/ noun 1. a concave area near the cen¬ 
tre of the upper surface of the liver under the 
heart 2. a depression on the mediastinal part of 
the lungs where they touch the pericardium 
cardiac index /.kaidiaek 'indeks/ noun the 
cardiac output per square metre of body sur¬ 
face, usually between 3.1 and 3.81/min/m 2 (li¬ 
tres per minute per square metre) 
cardiac infarction /,ka:di£ek in'faikjon/ 
noun same as myocardial infarction 
cardiac monitor /.kaidizek 'monito/ noun 
same as electrocardiograph 
cardiac murmur /,ka:digek 'm3:mo/ noun 
same as heart murmur 
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cardiac muscle /'kaidiask ,mAs(3)l/ noun a 
muscle in the heart which makes the heart beat 
cardiac neurosis /.kaidisek nju'rousis/ 
noun same as disordered action of the heart 
cardiac notch /,ka:diaek 'nDtJV noun 1. a 
point in the left lung, where the right inside 
wall is bent. See illustration at lungs in Sup¬ 
plement 2. a notch at the point where the 
oesophagus joins the greater curvature of the 
stomach 

cardiac orifice /.kaidiaek 'Drifis/ noun an 
opening where the oesophagus joins the stom¬ 
ach 

cardiac output /.kaidiaek 'autput/ noun the 
volume of blood expelled by each ventricle in 
a specific time, usually between 4.8 and 
5.31/min (litres per minute) 
cardiac pacemaker /.kaidiask 'peisf 
meiko/ noun an electronic device implanted 
on a patient’s heart, or which a patient wears 
attached to the chest, which stimulates and 
regulates the heartbeat 

cardiac patient /'kaidiaek ,peij(3)nt/ noun 
a patient who has a heart disorder 
cardiac reflex /.kaidisek 'riifleks/ noun the 
reflex which controls the heartbeat automati¬ 
cally 

cardiac surgery /.kaidiask 'S3:d39ri/ noun 
surgery to the heart 

cardiac tamponade /.kaidisek .tsempo 
'neid/ noun pressure on the heart when the 
pericardial cavity fills with blood. Also called 

heart tamponade 

cardiac vein /'kcndisek vein/ noun one of 
the veins which lead from the myocardium to 
the right atrium 

cardinal /'ka:din(o)l/ adjective most impor¬ 
tant 

cardinal ligaments /,ka:din(3)l 
'ligomonts/ plural noun ligaments forming a 
band of connective tissue that extends from the 
uterine cervix and vagina to the pelvic walls. 
Also called Mackenrodt’s ligaments 
cardio- /kaidiou/ prefix referring to the heart 
cardiogenic /.kaidio'dsemk/ adjective re¬ 
sulting from activity or disease of the heart 
cardiogram /'kaidiogrsem/ noun a graph 
showing the heartbeat, produced by a cardio¬ 
graph 

cardiograph /'kaidiograif/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which records the heartbeat 
cardiographer ^kaidi'Dgrofo/ noun a tech¬ 
nician who operates a cardiograph 
cardiography /.kaidi'ogrofi/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of recording the heartbeat 
cardiologist /,ka:di'Dl3d3ist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in the study of the heart 
cardiology /,ka:di'Dl9d3i/ noun the study of 
the heart, its diseases and functions 
cardiomegaly /.kaidiou'megoli/ noun an 
enlarged heart 


cardiomyopathy ^kaidioumai'DpoGi/ noun 
a disease of the heart muscle 
cardiomyoplasty /.kaidiou'maiou.plaesti/ 
noun an operation to improve the functioning 
of the heart, by using the latissimus dorsi as a 
stimulant 

cardiomyotomy /.kaidioumai'Dtomi/ noun 
an operation to treat cardiac achalasia by split¬ 
ting the ring of muscles where the oesophagus 
joins the stomach. Also called Heller’s opera¬ 
tion 

cardiopathy /.kaidi'opoGi/ noun any kind of 
heart disease 

cardiophone /'kaidiofoun/ noun a micro¬ 
phone attached to a patient to record sounds, 
usually used to record the heart of an unborn 
baby 

cardioplegia /.kaidiou'pliidsio/ noun the 
stopping of a patient’s heart, by chilling it or 
using drugs, so that heart surgery can be per¬ 
formed 

cardiopulmonary /.kaidiou'pAlmonCojri/ 
adjective relating to both the heart and the 
lungs 

cardiopulmonary bypass /.kaidiou 
.pAlmonCojri 'baipais/ noun a machine or 
method for artificially circulating the patient’s 
blood during open-heart surgery. The heart 
and lungs are cut off from the circulation and 
replaced by a pump. 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation / 

.kaidiou.pAlmonCojri ri,SASi'teiJ(3)n/ noun 
an emergency technique to make a person’s 
heart start beating again. It involves clearing 
the airways and then alternately pressing on 
the chest and breathing into the mouth. Abbr 
CPR 

cardiopulmonary system /.kaidiou 
'pAlm9n(3)ri ,sistom/ noun the heart and 
lungs considered together as a functional unit 
cardiorespiratory /,ka:diourTspirit(9)ri/ 
adjective referring to both the heart and the res¬ 
piratory system 

cardioscope /'kcndisskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment formed of a tube with a light at the end, 
used to inspect the inside of the heart 
cardiospasm /'ka:di9uspcez(3)m/ noun 
same as cardiac achalasia 
cardiothoracic /.kaidiouGo'rzesik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the heart and the chest region 
O a cardiothoracic surgeon 
cardiotocography /.kaidbuto'kDgrofi/ 
noun the recording of the heartbeat of a fetus 
cardiotomy /.kaidi'otomi/ noun an opera¬ 
tion that involves cutting the wall of the heart 
cardiotomy syndrome /^aidi otomi ,sin 
droum/ noun fluid in the membranes round the 
heart after cardiotomy 

cardiotoxic /.kaidiou'tDksik/ adjective 
which is toxic to the heart 
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cardiovascular ^kaidiau'vaeskjuta/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the heart and the blood circu¬ 
lation system 

cardiovascular disease /.kaidiau 

'vaeskjuls di,zi:z/ noun any disease which af¬ 
fects the circulatory system, e.g. hypertension 
. .cardiovascular diseases remain the leading cause 
of death in the United States’ [Journal of the 
American Medical Association ] 

cardiovascular system /.kaidiou 

'vaeskjulo .sistom/ noun the system of organs 
and blood vessels by means of which the blood 
circulates round the body and which includes 
the heart, arteries and veins 
cardioversion /.kaidiou'vaiJXojn/ noun a 
procedure to correct an irregular heartbeat by 
applying an electrical impulse to the chest 
wall. i> defibrillation 

carditis /kai'daitis/ noun inflammation of 
the connective tissue of the heart 
caregiver /'keo.givo/ noun same as carer 
care pathway /'keo ,pa:6wei/ noun the en¬ 
tire process of diagnosis, treatment and care 
that a patient goes through 
care plan /'keo plaen/ noun a plan drawn up 
by the nursing staff for the treatment of an in¬ 
dividual patient 

‘...all relevant sections of the nurses’ care plan and 
nursing process had been left blank’ [Nursing Times ] 
carer /'keoro/, caregiver /'keo.givo/ noun 
someone who looks after a sick or dependent 
person 

‘...most research has focused on those caring for 
older people or for adults with disability and chronic 
illness. Most studied are the carers of those who 
might otherwise have to stay in hospital for a long 
time’ [British Medical Journal] 

caries /'keoriz/ noun decay in a tooth or bone 
Carina /ko'riino/ noun a structure shaped like 
the bottom of a boat, e.g. the cartilage at the 
point where the trachea branches into the bron¬ 
chi 

cariogenic /.keoriou'dsenik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a substance which causes caries 
carminative /'kaiminotiv/ noun a substance 
which relieves colic or indigestion ■ adjective 
relieving colic or indigestion 
carneous mole /.kainios 'moul/ noun mat¬ 
ter in the uterus after the death of a fetus 
carotenaemia /.kasroti'niimio/ noun an ex¬ 
cessive amount of carotene in the blood, usual¬ 
ly as a result of eating too many carrots or to¬ 
matoes, which gives the skin a yellow colour. 
Also called xanthaemia 
carotene /'kasrotiin/ noun an orange or red 
pigment in carrots, egg yolk and some oils, 
which is converted by the liver into vitamin A 
carotid /ko'mtid/, carotid artery /ko.mtid 
'a:tori/ noun either of the two large arteries in 
the neck which supply blood to the head 
comment: The common carotid artery is in the 
lower part of the neck and branches upwards 
into the external and internal carotids. The ca¬ 


rotid body is situated at the point where the 
carotid divides. 

carotid artery thrombosis /ko.rotid 
,a:tori Orom'bousis/ noun the formation of a 
blood clot in the carotid artery 
carotid body /kse.rDtid 'bodi/ noun tissue in 
the carotid sinus which is concerned with car¬ 
diovascular reflexes 

carotid pulse /ko.rotid 'paIs/ noun a pulse 
felt in the carotid artery at the side of the neck 
carotid sinus /kse.rotid 'sainos/ noun an 
expanded part attached to the carotid artery, 
which monitors blood pressure in the skull 
carp- /ka:p/ prefix same as carpo- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

carpal /'ka:p(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
wrist 

carpal bones /'ka:p(9)l bounz/, carpals / 
'ka:p(o)lz/ plural noun the eight bones which 
make up the carpus or wrist. See illustration at 
hand in Supplement 

carpal tunnel release /,ka:p(o)l 'tAn(9)lri 
,li:s/ noun an operation to relieve the compres¬ 
sion of the median nerve 
carpal tunnel syndrome /,ka:p(9)l 
'tAn(o)l .sindroum/ noun a condition, usually 
affecting women, in which the fingers tingle 
and hurt at night. It is caused by compression 
of the median nerve. 

carphology /ka:'fDlod 3 i/ noun the action of 
pulling at the bedclothes, a sign of delirium in 
typhoid and other fevers. Also called floccita- 
tion 

carpi /'kaipi/ plural of carpus 
carpo- /kaipou/ prefix referring to the wrist 
carpometacarpal joint /.kaipoumeto 
'ka:p(o)l d 30 int/ noun one of the joints be¬ 
tween the carpals and metacarpals. Also called 
CM joint 

carpopedal spasm /,ka:poupi:d(3)l 
'spaez(o)m/ noun a spasm in the hands and feet 
caused by lack of calcium 
carpus /'kaipos/ noun the bones by which 
the lower arm is connected to the hand. Also 
called wrist. See illustration at hand in Supple¬ 
ment (note: The plural is carpi.) 
comment: The carpus is formed of eight small 
bones (the carpals): the capitate, hamate, lu¬ 
nate, pisiform, scaphoid, trapezium, trapezoid 
and triquetral. 

carrier /'kaeria/ noun 1. a person who carries 
bacteria of a disease in his or her body and who 
can transmit the disease to others without 
showing any signs of being infected with it O 
Ten per cent of the population are believed to 
be unwitting carriers of the bacteria. 2. an in¬ 
sect which carries disease and infects humans 
3. a healthy person who carries a chromosome 
variation that gives rise to a hereditary disease 
such as haemophilia or Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy 
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carry /'kaeri/ verb to have a disease and be ca¬ 
pable of infecting others 
cartilage /'ka:tilid 3 / noun thick connective 
tissue which lines and cushions the joints and 
which forms part of the structure of an organ. 
Cartilage in small children is the first stage in 
the formation of bones, 
cartilaginous /.kaiti'lsedsmos/ adjective 
made of cartilage 

cartilaginous joint /.kaiti'lsedsinos 
d 30 int/ noun 1. primary cartilaginous joint 
same as synchondrosis 2. secondary carti¬ 
laginous joint same as symphysis 

caruncle /ko'rArjkol/ noun a small swelling 
cascara /kas'skairo/, cascara sagrada /kse 
,ska:ro so'graido/ noun a laxative made from 
the bark of a tropical tree 
case /keis/ noun 1 . a single occurrence of a 
disease O There were two hundred cases of 
cholera in the recent outbreak. 2. a person who 
has a disease or who is undergoing treatment O 
The hospital is only admitting urgent cases. 
caseation /.keisi'eiJXojn/ noun the process 
by which dead tissue decays into a firm and 
dry mass. It is characteristic of tuberculosis, 
case control study /keis kon'troul ,stAdi/ 
noun an investigation in which a group of pa¬ 
tients with a disease are compared with a 
group without the disease in order to study 
possible causes 

case history /'keis ,hist(9)ri/ noun details 
of what has happened to a patient undergoing 
treatment 

casein /'keisiin/ noun one of the proteins 
found in milk 

caseinogen /.keisi'inodson/ noun the main 
protein in milk, from which casein is formed 
Casey’s model /'keisiz ,mDd(9)l/ noun a 
model for the care of child patients, where the 
parents are involved in the treatment 
cast /kaist/ noun a mass of material formed in 
a hollow organ or tube and excreted in fluid 
castor oil /.kaistor 'oil/ noun a plant oil 
which acts as a laxative 
castration /kas'streiJXojn/ noun the surgical 
removal of the sexual organs, usually the testi¬ 
cles, in males 

casualty /'ka^uolti/ noun 1 . a person who 
has had an accident or who is suddenly ill O 
The fire caused several casualties. O The cas¬ 
ualties were taken by ambulance to the nearest 
hospital. 2. also casualty department same as 
accident and emergency department O The 
accident victim was rushed to casualty. 
casualty ward /'kae 3 uolti wo:d/ noun same 
as accident ward 

CAT /kaet/ noun same as computerised axial 
tomography 

cata- /kasto/ prefix downwards 

catabolic /.kasto'bDlik/ adjective referring to 

catabolism 


catabolism /ko'tsebolizCojm/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of breaking down complex chemicals into 
simple chemicals 

catalase /'kastoleiz/ noun an enzyme present 
in the blood and liver which catalyses the 
breakdown of hydrogen peroxide into water 
and oxygen 

catalepsy /'kastolepsi/ noun a condition of¬ 
ten associated with schizophrenia, where a 
person becomes incapable of sensation, the 
body is rigid and he or she does not move for 
long periods 

catalyse /'ksetolaiz/ verb to act as a catalyst 
and help make a chemical reaction take place 
(note: The US spelling is catalyze.) 
catalysis /ko'taslosis/ noun a process where 
a chemical reaction is helped by a substance 
(the catalyst) which does not change during 
the process 

catalyst /'kaetolist/ noun a substance which 
produces or helps a chemical reaction without 
itself changing O an enzyme which acts as a 
catalyst in the digestive process 
catalytic /.kseto'litik/ adjective referring to 
catalysis 

catalytic reaction /.kastolitik ri'askjon/ 
noun a chemical reaction which is caused by a 
catalyst which does not change during the re¬ 
action 

catamenia /.kgeto'miinio/ noun menstrua¬ 
tion ( technical) 

cataplexy /'kastopleksi/ noun a condition in 
which a person’s muscles become suddenly 
rigid and he or she falls without losing con¬ 
sciousness, possibly caused by a shock 
cataract /'kastoraekt/ noun a condition in 
which the lens of the eye gradually becomes 
hard and opaque 

comment: Cataracts form most often in peo¬ 
ple after the age of 50. They are sometimes 
caused by a blow or an electric shock. Cata¬ 
racts can easily and safely be removed by 
surgery. 

cataract extraction /'kastoraskt ik 
,straekf(3)n/ noun the surgical removal of a 
cataract from the eye 

cataractous lens /kseto'raektos lenz/ noun 
a lens on which a cataract has formed 
catarrh /ko'ta:/ noun inflammation of the 
mucous membranes in the nose and throat, 
creating an excessive amount of mucus 
catarrhal /ko'tairol/ adjective referring to ca¬ 
tarrh O a catarrhal cough 
catatonia /.kasto'tounio/ noun a condition in 
which a psychiatric patient is either motionless 
or shows violent reactions to stimulation 
catatonic /.kaeto'tDnik/ adjective referring 
to behaviour in which a person is either mo¬ 
tionless or extremely violent 
catatonic schizophrenia /.kaetotomk 
, skit sou 'friinio/ noun a type of schizophrenia 
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where the patient is alternately apathetic or 
very active and disturbed 
catching /'ksetjip/ adjective infectious 
( informal ) O Is the disease catching? 
catchment area /'kgetjmont .eorio/ noun 
an area around a hospital which is served by 
that hospital 

catecholamines /kasto'kDlomiinz/ plural 
noun the hormones adrenaline and noradrena¬ 
line which are released by the adrenal glands 
category /'k 2 etig(o)ri/ noun a classification, 
the way in which things can be classified O His 
condition is of a non-urgent category. 
catgut /'ksetgAt/ noun a thread made from 
part of the intestines of sheep, now usually ar¬ 
tificially hardened, used to sew up cuts made 
during surgery 

comment: Catgut is slowly dissolved by fluids 
in the body after the wound has healed and 
therefore does not need to be removed. Ordi¬ 
nary catgut will dissolve in five to ten days; 
hardened catgut takes up to three or four 
weeks. 

catharsis /ko'Gaisis/ noun purgation of the 
bowels 

cathartic /ko'Gaitik/ adjective laxative or 
purgative 

catheter /'kaeOito/ noun a tube passed into 
the body along one of the passages in the body 
catheterisation /.kaeGitorai'zeiJXojn/, 
catheterization noun the act of putting a cath¬ 
eter into a patient’s body 
‘.. .high rates of disconnection of closed urine drain¬ 
age systems, lack of hand washing and incorrect po¬ 
sitioning of urine drainage bags have been highlight¬ 
ed in a new report on urethral catheterisation’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

‘.. .the technique used to treat aortic stenosis is simi¬ 
lar to that for any cardiac catheterisation. A catheter 
introduced through the femoral vein is placed across 
the aortic valve and into the left ventricle.’ 
[,Journal of the American Medical Association\ 

catheterise /'kaeBitoraiz/, catheterize verb 
to insert a catheter into a patient 
CAT scan /' kset skaen/, CT scan /,si: 'ti: 
sksen/ noun same as CT scan 
cat-scratch disease /'kaet skreetj di,zi:z/, 
cat-scratch fever /'kast skraetJ* ,fiivo/ noun an 
illness in which the patient has a fever and 
swollen lymph glands, thought to be caused by 
a bacterium transmitted to humans by the 
scratch of a cat. It may also result from 
scratching with other sharp points, 
cauda equina /,ko:do I'kwaino/ noun a 
group of nerves which go from the spinal cord 
to the lumbar region and the coccyx 
caudal /'ko:d(9)l/ adjective (in humans) refer¬ 
ring to the cauda equina 
caudal anaesthetic /,ko:d(o)l .asnos'Oetik/ 
noun an anaesthetic, injected into the base of 
the spine to remove feeling in the lower part of 
the body. It is often used in childbirth. 


caudal analgesia /,ko:d(o)l ,aen(3)l 
'd 3 i:zio/ noun a method of pain relief that in¬ 
volves injecting an anaesthetic into the base of 
the spine to remove feeling in the lower part of 
the body 

caudal block /'ko:d(9)l blok/ noun a local 
analgesia of the cauda equina nerves in the 
lower spine 

caudate /'koideit/ adjective like a tail 
caudate lobe /'koideit loub/ noun a lobe at 
the back of the liver, behind the right and left 
lobes. Also called posterior lobe 
caul /koil/ noun 1 . a membrane which some¬ 
times covers a baby’s head at birth 2. same as 
omentum 

cauliflower ear /.kDliflauor 'io/ noun a per¬ 
manently swollen ear, caused by blows in box¬ 
ing 

causalgia /koi'z 2 eld 3 o/ noun burning pain in 
a limb, caused by a damaged nerve 
causal organism /,koiz(o)l 'oigomz(o)m/ 
noun an organism that causes a particular dis¬ 
ease 

caustic /'koistik/ noun a chemical substance 
that destroys tissues that it touches ■ adjective 
corrosive and destructive 
cauterisation /.koitorai'zeiJXojn/, cauteri¬ 
zation noun the act of cauterising O The 
growth was removed by cauterisation. 
cauterise /'koitoraiz/, cauterize verb to use 
burning, radiation or laser beams to remove 
tissue or to stop bleeding 
cautery /'koitori/ noun a surgical instrument 
used to cauterise a wound 
cava /'keivo/* vena cava 
cavernosum /.ksevo'nousom/ * corpus 
cavernosum 

cavernous breathing sounds /.ksevonos 
'briidig .saundz/ plural noun hollow sounds 
made by the lungs and heard through a stetho¬ 
scope placed on a patient’s chest, used in diag¬ 
nosis 

cavernous haemangioma /.ksevonos 
.hiimaendsi'oumo/ noun a tumour in connec¬ 
tive tissue with wide spaces which contain 
blood 

cavernous sinus /.kasvonos 'sainos/ noun 
one of two cavities in the skull behind the eyes, 
which form part of the venous drainage system 
cavitation /.kasvi'teiJXojn/ noun the forming 
of a cavity 

cavity /'keeviti/ noun a hole or space inside 
the body 

CC abbr cubic centimetre 
CCU abbr coronary care unit 
CD4 / ,si: di: 'foil noun a compound consist¬ 
ing of a protein combined with a carbohydrate 
which is found in some cells and helps to pro¬ 
tect the body against infection □ CD4 count a 
test used to monitor how many CD4 cells have 
been destroyed in people with HIV 
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CDH abbr congenital dislocation of the hip 
cecum /'siikam/ noun US same as caecum 
cefaclor /'sefskb:/ noun an antibacterial 
drug used to treat septicaemia 
cefotaxime /.sefa'taeksiim/ noun a synthetic 
cephalosporin used to treat bacterial infection 
by pseudomonads 

-cele /sill/ suffix referring to a swelling 
celiac /'siilkek/ adjective US same as coeliac 
cell /sel/ noun a tiny unit of matter which is 
the base of all plant and animal tissue (NOTE: 
For other terms referring to cells, see words be¬ 
ginning with cyt-, cyto-.) 
comment: The cell is a unit which can repro¬ 
duce itself. It is made up of a jelly-like sub¬ 
stance (cytoplasm) which surrounds a nucle¬ 
us and contains many other small structures 
which are different according to the type of 
cell. Cells reproduce by division (mitosis) and 
their process of feeding and removing waste 
products is metabolism. The division and re¬ 
production of cells is the way the human body 
is formed. 

cell body /'sel ,bDdi/ noun the part of a nerve 
cell which surrounds the nucleus and from 
which the axon and dendrites begin 
cell division /'sel di,vi3(3)n/ noun the way 
in which a cell reproduces itself, t mitosis, 
meiosis 

cell membrane /'sel .membrem/ noun a 
membrane enclosing the cytoplasm of a cell, p 
columnar cell, target cell 
cellular /'seljula/ adjective 1 . referring to 
cells, or formed of cells 2. made of many sim¬ 
ilar parts connected together 
cellular tissue /.seljuls 'tiju:/ noun a form 
of connective tissue with large spaces 
cellulite /'seljulait/ noun lumpy deposits of 
subcutaneous fat, especially in the thighs and 
buttocks 

cellulitis /.selju'laitis/ noun a usually bacte¬ 
rial inflammation of connective tissue or of the 
subcutaneous tissue 

cellulose /'seljulaus/ noun a carbohydrate 
which makes up a large percentage of plant 
matter 

comment: Cellulose is not digestible and is 
passed through the digestive system as 
roughage. 

Celsius /'seisins/ noun a metric scale of tem¬ 
perature on which 0° is the point at which wa¬ 
ter freezes and 100° is the point at which water 
boils under average atmospheric conditions. 
Also called centigrade. p Fahrenheit (note: It 
is usually written as a C after the degree sign: 
52 °C (say: 'fifty-two degrees Celsius’).) [De¬ 
scribed 1742. After Anders Celsius (1701-44), 
Swedish astronomer and scientist.] 
comment: To convert Celsius temperatures to 
Fahrenheit, multiply by 1.8 and add 32. So 
20 °C is equal to 68 °F. Celsius is used in 
many countries, though not in the US, where 
the Fahrenheit system is still preferred. 


Celsius temperature /'seisms .tempritjs/ 
noun temperature as measured on the Celsius 
scale 

CEMACH /'siimaeJV noun a UK research 
project investigating the causes of infant 
deaths and stillbirths. Full form Confidential 
Enquiry into Maternal and Child Health 
cement /si'ment/ noun 1 . an adhesive used in 
dentistry to attach a crown to the base of a 
tooth 2. same as cementum 
cementum /si'mentom/ noun a layer of 
thick hard material which covers the roots of 
teeth 

census /'sensos/ noun a systematic count or 
survey 

center /'sento/ noun US same as centre 
-centesis /sentiisis/ suffix puncture 
centi- /senti/ prefix one hundredth (10' 2 ). 
Symbol c 

centigrade /'sentigreid/ noun same as Cel¬ 
sius 

centile chart /'sentail tja:t/ noun a chart 
showing the number of babies who fall into 
each percentage category, as regards, e.g., 
birth weight 

centilitre /'sentiliito/, centiliter noun a unit 
of measurement of liquid equal to one hun¬ 
dredth of a litre. Symbol cl 
centimetre /'sentimiito/, centimeter noun a 
unit of measurement of length equal to one 
hundredth of a metre. Symbol cm 
central /'sentrol/ adjective referring to the 
centre 

central canal /.sentrol ko'nsel/ noun a thin 
tube in the centre of the spinal cord containing 
cerebrospinal fluid 

central line /'sentrol lain/ noun a catheter 
inserted through the neck, used to monitor 
central venous pressure in conditions such as 
shock where fluid balance is severely upset 
central nervous system /.sentrol 'n3ivos 
.sistom/ noun the brain and spinal cord which 
link together all the nerves 
central sulcus /.sentrol 'sAlkos/ noun one 
of the grooves which divide a cerebral hemi¬ 
sphere into lobes 

central temperature /.sentrol 'tempritjo/ 
noun the temperature of the brain, thorax and 
abdomen, which is constant 
central vein /.sentrol 'vein/ noun a vein in 
the liver 

central venous pressure /.sentrol 'viinos 
,preJo/ noun blood pressure in the right atrium 
of the heart, which can be measured by means 
of a catheter 

centre /'sento/ noun 1 . the middle point, or 
the main part of something O The aim of the 
examination is to locate the centre of infection. 
2. a large building 3. the point where a group 
of nerves come together (note: [all senses] The 
US spelling is center.) 
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centrifugal /.sentri'f ju:g(o)l, sen'trif jug(o)l/ 
adjective moving away from the centre 
centrifugation /.sentrifjui'geij^n/, cen¬ 
trifuging /'sentrifju:d 3 ig/ noun the process 
of separating the components of a liquid in a 
centrifuge 

centrifuge /'sentrifju:d 3 / noun a device to 
separate the components of a liquid by rapid 
spinning 

centriole /'sentrioul/ noun a small structure 
found in the cytoplasm of a cell, which in¬ 
volved in forming the spindle during cell divi¬ 
sion 

centripetal /,sentri'piit(^)l, sen'tripit(o)l/ 
adjective moving towards the centre 
centromere /'sentromio/ noun a constricted 
part of a chromosome, seen as a cell divides 
centrosome /'sentrosoum/ noun the struc¬ 
ture in the cytoplasm of a cell, near the nucle¬ 
us, and containing the centrioles 
centrum /'sentrom/ noun the central part of 
an organ (note: The plural is centra.) 
cephal- /sefol/ prefix same as cephalo- ( used 
before vowels) 

cephalalgia /,sef3'laeld33/ noun same as 

headache 

cephalexin /.sefo'leksin/ noun an antibiotic 
used to treat infections of the urinary system or 
respiratory tract 

cephalhaematoma /.sefolhiimo'toumo/ 
noun a swelling found mainly on the head of 
babies delivered with forceps 
cephalic /so'fselik/ adjective referring to the 
head 

cephalic index /so.fcelik 'indeks/ noun a 
measurement of the shape of the skull 
cephalic presentation /so.faslik ,prez(o)n 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun the usual position of a baby in 
the uterus, where the baby’s head will appear 
first 

cephalic version /so.faslik 'v3:J(9)n/ noun 
turning a wrongly positioned fetus round in the 
uterus, so that the head will appear first at birth 
cephalo- /sefolou/ prefix referring to the head 
cephalocele /'sefolousiil/ noun a swelling 
caused by part of the brain passing through a 
weak point in the bones of the skull 
cephalogram /'sefolougraem/ noun an X- 
ray photograph of the bones of the skull 
cephalometry /.sefo'lDmitri/ noun meas¬ 
urement of the head 

cephalopelvic /.sefolou'pelvik/ adjective 
referring to the head of the fetus and the pelvis 
of the mother 

cephalopelvic disproportion /.sefolou 
.pelvik .dispro'poij^n/ noun a condition in 
which the pelvic opening of the mother is not 
large enough for the head of the fetus 
cephalosporin /.sefolou'spoirin/ noun a 
drug used in the treatment of bacterial infec¬ 
tion 


cephradine /'sefrodim/ noun an antibacteri¬ 
al drug used to treat sinusitis and urinary tract 
infections 

cerclage /S3i'kla:3/ noun the act of tying 
things together with a ring 
cerea /'siorio/} flexibilitas cerea 
cerebellar /.sero'belo/ adjective referring to 
the cerebellum 

cerebellar ataxia /.serobelor o'taeksio/ 
noun a disorder where a person staggers and 
cannot speak clearly, due to a disease of the 
cerebellum 

cerebellar cortex /.serobelo 'koiteks/ noun 
the outer covering of grey matter which covers 
the cerebellum 

cerebellar gait /.serobelo 'geit/ noun a way 
of walking where a person staggers along, 
caused by a disease of the cerebellum 
cerebellar peduncle /.serobeb pi 
'dAqk(3)l/ noun a band of nerve tissue con¬ 
necting parts of the cerebellum 
cerebellar syndrome /.serobelo 'sin 
droum/ noun a disease affecting the cerebel¬ 
lum, the symptoms of which are lack of mus¬ 
cle coordination, spasms in the eyeball and im¬ 
paired speech 

cerebellum /.sero'belom/ noun a section of 
the hindbrain, located at the back of the head 
beneath the back part of the cerebrum. See il¬ 
lustration at brain in Supplement 
comment: The cerebellum is formed of two 
hemispheres with the vermis in the centre. Fi¬ 
bres go into or out of the cerebellum through 
the peduncles. The cerebellum is the part of 
the brain where voluntary movements are co¬ 
ordinated and is associated with the sense of 
balance. 

cerebr- /serobr/ prefix same as cerebro- ( used 
before vowels) 

cerebra /so'riibro/ plural of cerebrum 
cerebral /'serobrol/ adjective referring to the 
cerebrum or to the brain in general 
cerebral aqueduct /.serobrol 'askwidAkt/ 
noun a canal connecting the third and fourth 
ventricles in the brain. Also called aqueduct 
of Sylvius 

cerebral artery /.serobrol 'aitori/ noun one 
of the main arteries which take blood into the 
brain 

cerebral cavity /.serobrol 'kaeviti/ noun 
one of the four connected fluid-filled spaces in 
the brain 

cerebral cortex /.serobrol 'koiteks/ noun 
the outer layer of grey matter which covers the 
cerebrum 

cerebral decompression /.serobrol 
.diikom'prej^n/ noun the removal of part of 
the skull to relieve pressure on the brain 
cerebral dominance /.serobrol 'dmnmans/ 
noun the usual condition where the centres for 
various functions are located in one cerebral 
hemisphere 
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cerebral haemorrhage /.serobrol 
'hem(9)rid3/ noun bleeding inside the brain 
from a cerebral artery. Also called brain haem¬ 
orrhage 

cerebral hemisphere /.serobrol 'hemisf 
fio/ noun one of the two halves of the cere¬ 
brum 

cerebral infarction /.serobrol in'faikjon/ 
noun the death of brain tissue as a result of re¬ 
duction in the blood supply to the brain 
cerebral ischaemia /.serobrol I'skiimio/ 
noun failure in the blood supply to the brain 
cerebral palsy /.serobrol 'poilzi/ noun a 
disorder mainly due to brain damage occurring 
before birth, or due to lack of oxygen during 
birth, associated with poor coordination of 
muscular movements, impaired speech, hear¬ 
ing and sight, and sometimes mental impair¬ 
ment (note: Premature babies are at higher 
risk.) 

cerebral peduncle /.serobrol pi'dAgk(o)l/ 
noun a mass of nerve fibres connecting the cer¬ 
ebral hemispheres to the midbrain. See illus¬ 
tration at brain in Supplement 

cerebral thrombosis /.serobrol Grom 
'bousis/ noun same as cerebrovascular acci¬ 
dent 

cerebral vascular accident /.serobrol 
.Vceskjulor '£eksid(o)nt/ noun same as cere¬ 
brovascular accident 

cerebration /.sero'breiJXojn/ noun brain ac¬ 
tivity 

cerebro- /serobrou/ prefix referring to the 
cerebrum 

cerebrospinal /.serobrou'spainCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the brain and the spinal cord 
cerebrospinal fever /.serobrouspainCojl 
'fiivo/ noun same as meningococcal meningi¬ 
tis 

cerebrospinal fluid /.serobrouspainCojl 
'flu: id/ noun fluid which surrounds the brain 
and the spinal cord. Abbr CSF 
comment: CSF is found in the space between 
the arachnoid mater and pia mater of the 
brain, within the ventricles of the brain and in 
the central canal of the spinal cord. It consists 
mainly of water, with some sugar and sodium 
chloride. Its function is to cushion the brain 
and spinal cord and it is continually formed 
and absorbed to maintain the correct pres¬ 
sure. 

cerebrospinal meningitis /.serobrou 
spain(o)l ,menin'd3aitis/ noun same as 

meningococcal meningitis 

cerebrospinal tract /.serobrouspainCojl 
'traekt/ noun one of the main motor pathways 
in the anterior and lateral white columns of the 
spinal cord 

cerebrovascular /^erobrou'vceskjulo/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the blood vessels in the 
brain 

cerebrovascular accident /.serobrou 
.Vceskjulor '£eksid(o)nt/ noun a sudden 


blocking of or bleeding from a blood vessel in 
the brain resulting in temporary or permanent 
paralysis or death. Also called stroke 
cerebrovascular disease /.serobrou 
.vaeskjulo di'ziiz/ noun a disease of the blood 
vessels in the brain 

cerebrum /so'riibrom/ noun the largest part 
of the brain, formed of two sections, the cere¬ 
bral hemispheres, which run along the length 
of the head. The cerebrum controls the main 
mental processes, including the memory. Also 
called telencephalon 

certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an official paper 
which states something 
certify /'S3itifai/ verb to make an official 
statement in writing about something O He 
was certified dead on arrival at hospital. 
cerumen /so'ruimen/ noun wax which forms 
inside the ear. Also called earwax 
ceruminous gland /so'ruiminos ,gkend/ 
noun a gland which secretes earwax. See illus¬ 
tration at ear in Supplement 
cervic- /S3:vik/ prefix same as cervico- (used 
before vowels) 

cervical /'s3:vik(o)l, S9'vaik(3)l/ adjective 
1. referring to the neck 2. referring to any part 
of the body which is shaped like a neck, espe¬ 
cially the cervix of the uterus 
cervical canal /,s3:vik(o)l ko'nsel/ noun a 
tube running through the cervix, from the 
point where the uterus joins the vagina to the 
entrance of the uterine cavity. Also called cer- 
vicouterine canal 

cervical cancer /,s3:vik(o)l 'ksenso/ noun a 
cancer of the cervix of the uterus 
cervical collar /,s3ivik(9)l 'kola/ noun a 
special strong orthopaedic collar to support the 
head of a person with neck injuries or a condi¬ 
tion such as cervical spondylosis 
cervical erosion /,s3:vik(o)l Trou3(9)n/ 
noun a condition in which the epithelium of 
the mucous membrane lining the cervix uteri 
extends outside the cervix 
cervical ganglion /,s3:vik(o)l 'gasgglion/ 
noun one of the bundles of nerves in the neck 
cervical incompetence /,s3:vik(o)l 
'mkDmpit(9)ns/ noun a dysfunction of the 
cervix of the uterus which is often the cause of 
spontaneous abortions and premature births 
and can be remedied by Shirodkar’s operation 
cervical intraepithelial neoplasia / 
,s3ivik(9)l introepi.Biiliol ni:ou'plei33/ 
noun changes in the cells of the cervix which 
may lead to cervical cancer. Abbr CIN 
cervical nerve /,s3:vik(o)l 'n3iv/ noun spi¬ 
nal nerve in the neck 

cervical node /,s3ivik(9)l 'noud/ noun 
lymph node in the neck 
cervical plexus /,s3ivik(9)l 'pleksos/ noun 
a group of nerves in front of the vertebrae in 
the neck, which lead to nerves supplying the 



cervical rib 

skin and muscles of the neck, and also the 
phrenic nerve which controls the diaphragm 
cervical rib /,S3:vik(o)l 'rib/ noun an extra 
rib sometimes found attached to the vertebrae 
above the other ribs and which may cause tho¬ 
racic inlet syndrome 

cervical smear /,s3ivik(o)l 'smio/ noun a 
test for cervical cancer, where cells taken from 
the mucus in the cervix of the uterus are exam¬ 
ined 

cervical spondylosis /,s3:vik(o)l spondi 
'lousis/ noun a degenerative change in the 
neck bones. i> spondylosis 
cervical vertebrae /,s3ivik(o)l 'v3:tibri:/ 
plural noun the seven bones which form the 
neck 

cervicectomy /,s3:vi'sekt9mi/ noun the 
surgical removal of the cervix uteri 
cervices /'s3ivisi:z/ plural of cervix 
cervicitis /,S3:vi'saitis/ noun inflammation 
of the cervix uteri 

cervico- /s3ivikou/ prefix 1 . referring to the 
neck 2. referring to the cervix of the uterus 
cervicography /,s3:vi'kDgr9fi/ noun the act 
of photographing the cervix uteri, used as a 
method of screening for cervical cancer 
cervicouterine canal /.ssivikoujuitorain 
ka'nael/ noun same as cervical canal 
cervix /'s3iviks/ noun 1. any narrow neck of 
an organ 2. the neck of the uterus, the narrow 
lower part of the uterus leading into the vagina. 
Also called cervix uteri 
CESDI noun full form Confidential Enquiry 
into Stillbirths and Deaths in Infancy, t 
CEMACH 

cesium /'siiziom/ noun US same as caesium 
cestode /'sestoud/ noun a type of tapeworm 
cetrimide /'setrimaid/ noun a mixture of 
ammonium compounds, used in disinfectants 
and antiseptics 
CF abbr cystic fibrosis 
CFT abbr complement fixation test 
chafe /tjeif/ verb to rub something, especial¬ 
ly to rub against the skin O The rough cloth of 
the collar chafed the girl’s neck. 
chafing /'tjeifig/ noun irritation of the skin 
due to rubbing O She was experiencing chaf¬ 
ing of the thighs. 

Chagas’ disease /'Jaigos di,zi:z/ noun a 
type of sleeping sickness found in South 
America, transmitted by insect bites which 
pass trypanosomes into the bloodstream. Chil¬ 
dren are mainly affected and if untreated the 
disease can cause fatal heart block in early 
adult life. [Described 1909. After Carlos Cha¬ 
gas (1879-1934), Brazilian scientist and physi¬ 
cian.] 

CHAI abbr Commission for Healthcare Audit 
and Improvement 


chalasia /tjo'leizio/ noun an excessive relax¬ 
ation of the oesophageal muscles, which caus¬ 
es regurgitation 

chalazion /ko'leizion/ noun same as meibo¬ 
mian cyst 

challenge /'tJeelind 3 / verb to expose some¬ 
one to a substance to determine whether an al¬ 
lergy or other adverse reaction will occur ■ 
noun exposure of someone to a substance to 
determine whether an allergy or other adverse 
reaction will occur 

Chalone /'keiloun, 'kasloun/ noun a hor¬ 
mone which stops a secretion, as opposed to 
those hormones which stimulate secretion 
chamber /'tjeimbo/ noun a hollow space 
(atrium or ventricle) in the heart where blood 
is collected 

chancre /'Jasrjko/ noun a sore on the lip, pe¬ 
nis or eyelid which is the first symptom of 
syphilis 

chancroid /'Jasqkroid/ noun a venereal sore 
with a soft base, situated in the groin or on the 
genitals and caused by the bacterium Haemo¬ 
philus ducreyi. Also called soft chancre 
change of life /,tjeind 3 ov 'laif/ noun same 
as menopause ( dated informal) 
chapped /tjaept/ adjective referring to skin 
which is cracked due to cold 
characterise /'kasriktoraiz/, characterize 
verb to be a typical or special quality or feature 
of something or someone O The disease is 
characterised by the development of lesions 
throughout the body. 

characteristic /.kaerikto'ristik/ noun a 
quality which allows something to be recog¬ 
nised as different O Cancer destroys the cell’s 
characteristics. ■ adjective being a typical or 
distinguishing quality O symptoms character¬ 
istic of anaemia O The inflammation is char¬ 
acteristic of shingles. 

charcoal /'tjaikoul/ noun a highly absorbent 
substance, formed when wood is burnt in the 
absence of oxygen, used to relieve diarrhoea or 
intestinal gas and in cases of poisoning 
comment: Charcoal tablets can be used to re¬ 
lieve diarrhoea or flatulence. 

Charcot’s joint /Jaikouz 'd 3 oint/ noun a 
joint which becomes deformed because the pa¬ 
tient cannot feel pain in it when the nerves 
have been damaged by syphilis, diabetes or 
leprosy [Described 1868. After Jean-Martin 
Charcot (1825-93), French neurologist.] 
Charcot’s triad /Jaikouz 'traieed/ noun 
three symptoms of multiple sclerosis: rapid 
eye movement, tremor and scanning speech 
charleyhorse/'tjailihois/ noun US a painful 
cramp in a leg or thigh ( informal) 

Charnley clamps /.tjainli 'klsemps/ plural 
noun metal clamps fixed to a rod through a 
bone to hold it tight 
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chart /tjait/ noun a record of information 
shown as a series of lines or points on graph 
paper O a temperature chart 
charting /'tjaitir)/ noun the preparation and 
updating of a hospital patient’s chart by nurses 
and doctors 

ChB abbr bachelor of surgery 

CHC abbr 1 . child health clinic 2. community 

health council 

CHD abbr coronary heart disease 
check-up /'t Jek Ap/ noun a general examina¬ 
tion by a doctor or dentist O She went for a 
check-up. O He had a heart check-up last 
week. 

cheek /tjiik/ noun 1. one of two fleshy parts 
of the face on each side of the nose 2. either 
side of the buttocks ( informal) 
cheekbone /'tjiikboun/ noun an arch of 
bone in the face beneath the cheek which also 
forms the lower part of the eye socket 
cheil- /kail/ prefix same as cheilo- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

cheilitis /kai'laitis/ noun inflammation of 
the lips 

cheilo- /kaitau/ prefix referring to the lips 
cheiloschisis /.kailou'Jaisis/ n0 un a double 
cleft upper lip 

cheilosis /kai'lousis/ noun swelling and 
cracks on the lips and comers of the mouth 
caused by lack of vitamin B 
cheiro- /keirou/ prefix referring to the hand 
cheiropompholyx /.keirou'pomfoliks/ 
noun a disorder of the skin in which tiny blis¬ 
ters appear on the palms of the hand 
chelate /'kiileit/ verb to treat someone with a 
chelating agent in order to remove a heavy 
metal such as lead from the bloodstream 
chelating agent /'kiileitip ,eid$dnt/ noun a 
chemical compound which can combine with 
some metals, used as a treatment for metal poi¬ 
soning 

cheloid /'kiiloid/ noun same as keloid 
chemical /'kemik(9)l/ adjective referring to 
chemistry ■ noun a substance produced by a 
chemical process or formed of chemical ele¬ 
ments 

‘The MRI body scanner is able to provide a chemical 

analysis of tissues without investigative surgery’ 

[Health Services Journal ] 

chemical composition /,kemik(9)l 
.kompo'ziJCojn/ noun the chemicals which 
make up a substance O They analysed the 
blood samples to find out their chemical com¬ 
position. 

chemical symbol /,kemik(o)l 'simbol/ 
noun letters which represent a chemical sub¬ 
stance O Na is the symbol for sodium. 
chemist /'kemist/ noun a shop where you 
can buy medicine, toothpaste, soap and similar 
items O Go to the chemist to get some cough 


medicine. O The tablets are sold at all chem¬ 
ists. O There's a chemist on the corner. 
chemistry /'kemistri/ noun the study of sub¬ 
stances, elements and compounds and their re¬ 
actions with each other O blood chemistry or 
chemistry of the blood 1 . substances which 
make up blood, which can be analysed in 
blood tests, the results of which are useful in 
diagnosing disease 2. a record of changes 
which take place in blood during disease and 
treatment 

chemo /'kiimou/ noun chemotherapy 
( informal ) 

chemo- /kiimou/ prefix - referring to chemistry 
chemoreceptor /.kiimouri'septo/ noun a 
cell which responds to the presence of a chem¬ 
ical compound by activating a nerve, e.g. a 
taste bud reacting to food or cells in the carotid 
body reacting to lowered oxygen and raised 
carbon dioxide in the blood 
chemosis /kii'mousis/ noun swelling of the 
conjunctiva 

chemotaxis /.kiimou'tseksis/ noun the 
movement of a cell when it is attracted to or re¬ 
pelled by a chemical substance 

chemotherapeutic agent ^kiimouGero 
'pjuitik ,eid 3 ont/ noun a chemical substance 
used to treat a disease 

chemotherapy /.kiimou'Geropi/ noun the 
use of drugs such as antibiotics, painkillers or 
antiseptic lotions to fight a disease, especially 
using toxic chemicals to destroy rapidly devel¬ 
oping cancer cells 

chest /tjest/ noun 1. the upper front part of 
the body between the neck and stomach. Also 
called thorax 2. same as thorax (note: For oth¬ 
er terms referring to the chest, see pectoral and 
words beginning with steth-, thorac-, thoraco-.) 
chest cavity /'tjest .kseviti/ noun a space in 
the body containing the diaphragm, heart and 
lungs 

chest examination /'tjest ig,z£emineij(9)n/ 
noun an examination of someone’s chest by 
percussion, stethoscope or X-ray 
chest muscle /'tjest ,mAs(o)l/ noun same 

as pectoral muscle 

chest pain /'tjest pern/ noun pain in the 
chest which may be caused by heart disease 
chesty /'tjesti/ adjective having phlegm in 
the lungs, or having a tendency to chest com¬ 
plaints 

Cheyne-Stokes respiration /.tjein 
'stouks respi,reij(9)n/, Cheyne-Stokes 
breathing /'briidig/ noun irregular breathing, 
usually found in people who are unconscious, 
with short breaths gradually increasing to deep 
breaths, then reducing again, until breathing 
appears to stop 

CHI abbr Commission for Health Improve¬ 
ment 



chiasm 

chiasm /'kai2ez(9)m/, chiasma /kai'sezmo/ 
noun | optic chiasma 

chickenpox /'tjikin.poks/ noun an infec¬ 
tious disease of children, with fever and red 
spots which turn into itchy blisters. Also called 

varicella 

comment: Chickenpox is caused by a herpes¬ 
virus. In later life, shingles is usually a re- 
emergence of a dormant chickenpox virus 
and an adult with shingles can infect a child 
with chickenpox. 

Chief Medical Officer /tjiif 'medik(o)l 
,Dfiso/ noun in the UK, a government official 
responsible for all aspects of public health. 
Abbr CMO 

Chief Nursing Officer /tjiif 'n3:sir) ,Dfiso/ 
noun in the UK, an official appointed by the 
Department of Health to advise Government 
Ministers and provide leadership to nurses and 
midwives. Abbr CNO 

chilblain /'tjilblein/ noun a condition in 
which the skin of the fingers, toes, nose or ears 
becomes red, swollen and itchy because of ex¬ 
posure to cold. Also called erythema pernio 
child /tjaild/ noun a young boy or girl. Child 
is the legal term for a person under 14 years of 
age. (note: The plural is children. For other 
terms referring to children, see words beginning 
with paed-, paedo- or ped-, pedo-.) 
child abuse /'tjaild 3,bju:s/ noun cruel 
treatment of a child by an adult, including 
physical and sexual harm 
childbearing /'tjaildbearir)/ noun the act of 
carrying and giving birth to a child 
childbirth /'tjaildb3 :0/ noun the act of giv¬ 
ing birth. Also called parturition 
child care /'tjaild keo/ noun the care of 
young children and study of their special needs 
child health clinic /tjaild 'hel0 ,klinik/ 
noun a special clinic for checking the health 
and development of small children under 
school age. Abbr CHC 

childhood illness /.tjaildhud 'ilnos/ noun 
an illness which mainly affects children and 
not adults 

child-proof /'tjaild pruif/ adjective designed 
so that a child cannot use it O child-proof con¬ 
tainers O The pills are sold in bottles with 
child-proof lids or caps. 
child protection /.tjaild pro'tekjon/ noun 
the measures taken to avoid abuse, neglect or 
exploitation of any kind towards children 
children /'tjildron/ plural of child 
children’s hospital /'tjildronz ,hDspit(o)l/ 
noun a hospital which specialises in treating 
children 

chill /tjil/ noun a short illness causing a feel¬ 
ing of being cold and shivering, usually the 
sign of the beginning of a fever, of flu or a cold 
chin /tJin/ noun the bottom part of the face, 
beneath the mouth 


Chinese medicine /.tjainiiz 'med(o)sin/ 
noun a system of diagnosis, treatment and pre¬ 
vention of illness developed in China over 
many centuries. It uses herbs, minerals and an¬ 
imal products, exercise, massage and acupunc¬ 
ture. 

Chinese restaurant syndrome /,tjaini:z 
'rest(o)rDnt .sindroum/ noun an allergic con¬ 
dition which gives people severe headaches af¬ 
ter eating food flavoured with monosodium 
glutamate ( informal) 

chiro- /kairou/ prefix referring to the hand 
chiropodist /ki'ropodist/ noun a person 
who specialises in treatment of minor disor¬ 
ders of the feet 

chiropody /ki'ropadi/ noun the study and 
treatment of minor diseases and disorders of 
the feet 

chiropractic /.kairou'prsektik/ noun the 
treatment and prevention of disorders of the 
neuromusculoskeletal system by making ad¬ 
justments primarily to the bones of the spine 
chiropractor /'kairou.praskto/ noun a per¬ 
son who treats musculoskeletal disorders by 
making adjustments primarily to the bones of 
the spine 

chiropracty /'kairou.prsekti/ noun same as 

chiropractic ( informal) 

Chlamydia /kb'midb/ noun a bacterium 
that causes trachoma and urogenital diseases 
in humans and psittacosis in birds, which can 
be transmitted to humans. It is currently a ma¬ 
jor cause of sexually transmitted disease, 
chlamydial /kb'midbl/ adjective referring 
to infections caused by Chlamydia 
chloasma /kbu'sezmo/ noun the presence of 
brown spots on the skin from various causes 
chlor- /kloir/ prefix same as chloro- {used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

chlorambucil /kbir'aembjusil/ noun a drug 
which is toxic to cells, used in cancer treat¬ 
ment 

chloramphenicol /.kbirasm'femkDl/ noun 
a powerful antibiotic which sometimes causes 
the collapse of blood cell production, so is 
used only for treating life-threatening diseases 
such as meningitis 

chlordiazepoxide ^kbidai.sezi'pDksaid/ 
noun a yellow crystalline powder, used as a 
tranquilliser and treatment for alcoholism 
Chlorhexidine /kb: 'heksidiin/ noun a disin¬ 
fectant mouthwash 

chloride /'kbiraid/ noun a salt of hydrochlo¬ 
ric acid 

chlorination ^kbiri'neiJCojn/ noun sterili¬ 
sation by adding chlorine 
comment: Chlorination is used to kill bacteria 
in drinking water, in swimming pools and sew¬ 
age farms, and has many industrial applica¬ 
tions such as sterilisation in food processing, 
chlorinator /'kbirineito/ noun apparatus for 
adding chlorine to water 
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Chlorine /'kloirim/ noun a powerful greenish 
gas, used to sterilise water (note: The chemical 
symbol is Cl.) 

chlormethiazole /.kloime'Baiozoul/ noun a 
sedative used in the treatment of people with 
alcoholism 

chloro- /kloirou/ prefix referring to chlorine 
chloroform /'klorofoim/ noun a powerful 
drug formerly used as an anaesthetic 
chloroma /kb: 1 rooms/ noun a bone tumour 
associated with acute leukaemia 
chloroquine /'kbirokwin/ noun a drug used 
to prevent and treat malaria, but to which re¬ 
sistance has developed in some parts of the 
world 

chlorosis /kbi'rousis/ noun a type of severe 
anaemia due to iron deficiency, affecting 
mainly young girls 

chlorothiazide /,kb:rou'0aiozaid/ noun a 
drug which helps the body to produce more 
urine, used in the treatment of high blood pres¬ 
sure, swelling and heart failure 
chloroxylenol /.kbirou'zaibnol/ noun a 
chemical used as an antimicrobial agent in 
skin creams and in disinfectants 
chlorpheniramine /.kbifen'airomiin/, 
chlorpheniramine maleate /,kb:fenairomi:n 
'mselieit/ noun an antihistamine drug 
chlorpromazine hydrochloride /kb: 
.proumoziin .haidrou'kbiraid/ noun a drug 
used to treat schizophrenia and other psycho¬ 
ses 

chlorpropamide /kbi'proupomaid/ noun a 
drug which lowers blood sugar, used in the 
treatment of diabetes 

chlorthalidone /kb:'0aelidoun/ noun a diu¬ 
retic 

ChM abbr Master of Surgery 
choana /'kouono/ noun any opening shaped 
like a funnel, especially the one leading from 
the nasal cavity to the pharynx (note: The plu¬ 
ral is choanae.) 

chocolate cyst /.tjbkbt 'sist/ noun an 
ovarian cyst containing old brown blood 
choke /tjbuk/ verb to stop breathing because 
the windpipe becomes blocked by a foreign 
body or by inhalation of water, or to stop 
someone breathing by blocking the windpipe 
□ to choke on (something) to take something 
into the windpipe instead of the gullet, so that 
the breathing is interrupted O A piece of bread 
made him choke or He choked on a piece of 
bread. 

choking /'t Joukir)/ noun a condition in which 
someone is prevented from breathing. i> as¬ 
phyxia 

chol- /kDl/ prefix same as chole- (used before 
vowels) 

cholaemia /ko'liimb/ noun the presence of 
an unusual amount of bile in the blood 


cholagogue /'kobgog/ noun a drug which 
encourages the production of bile 
cholangiocarcinoma /k3,laend3bu,ka:si 
'noumo/ noun a rare cancer of the cells of the 
bile ducts 

cholangiography /ko.kendsi'Dgrofi/ noun 
an X-ray examination of the bile ducts and gall 
bladder 

cholangiolitis/ko.laendsbu'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the small bile ducts 
cholangiopancreatography /ko.ken 
dgbu.pserjkrb'tDgrofi/ noun an X-ray exam¬ 
ination of the bile ducts and pancreas 
cholangitis /.kouken'dsaitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the bile ducts 
Chole- /kDli/ prefix referring to bile 
cholecalciferol /.kolikasTsiforDl/ noun a 
form of vitamin D found naturally in fish-liver 
oils and egg yolks 

cholecystectomy /.kDlisi'stektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of the gall bladder 
cholecystitis /.kolisi'staitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the gall bladder 
cholecystoduodenostomy /.kolisisto 
^juiodi'nostomi/ noun a surgical operation 
to join the gall bladder to the duodenum to al¬ 
low bile to pass into the intestine when the 
main bile duct is blocked 
cholecystogram /.kDli'sistogrgem/ noun 
an X-ray photograph of the gall bladder 
cholecystography /.kDlisi'stogrofi/ noun 
an X-ray examination of the gall bladder 
cholecystokinin /.kDlisistou'kainm/ noun 
a hormone released by cells at the top of the 
small intestine. It stimulates the gall bladder, 
making it contract and release bile, 
cholecystotomy /.kDlisi'stotomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make a cut in the gall 
bladder, usually to remove gallstones 
choledoch- /koledok/ prefix referring to the 
common bile duct 

choledocholithiasis /ko.ledokoh'Baiosis/ 
noun same as cholelithiasis 
choledocholithotomy /ko.ledikouli 
'0Dtomi/ noun a surgical operation to remove 
a gallstone by cutting into the bile duct 
choledochostomy /ko.ledo'kDstomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to make an opening in a 
bile duct 

choledochotomy /koleds'kotomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make a cut in the com¬ 
mon bile duct to remove gallstones 
cholelithiasis /.kDlili'Gaiosis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which gallstones form in the gall 
bladder or bile ducts. Also called choledocho¬ 
lithiasis 

cholelithotomy /.kDlili'GDtomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of gallstones by cutting into 
the gall bladder 

cholera /'koloro/ noun a serious bacterial dis¬ 
ease spread through food or water which has 



choleresis 

been infected by Vibrio cholerae O A cholera 
epidemic broke out after the flood. 
comment: The infected person experiences 
diarrhoea, cramp in the intestines and dehy¬ 
dration. The disease is often fatal and vacci¬ 
nation is only effective for a relatively short pe¬ 
riod. 

choleresis /ko'horosis/ noun the production 
of bile by the liver 

choleretic /.kDli'retik/ adjective referring to 
a substance which increases the production 
and flow of bile 

cholestasis /.koli'steisis/ noun a condition 
in which all bile does not pass into the intestine 
but some remains in the liver and causes jaun¬ 
dice 

cholesteatoma /ko.lestio'toumo/ noun a 
cyst containing some cholesterol found in the 
middle ear and also in the brain 
cholesterol /koTestorol/ noun a fatty sub¬ 
stance found in fats and oils, also produced by 
the liver and forming an essential part of all 
cells 

comment: Cholesterol is found in brain cells, 
the adrenal glands, liver and bile acids. High 
levels of cholesterol in the blood are found in 
diabetes. Cholesterol is formed by the body, 
and high blood cholesterol levels are associ¬ 
ated with diets rich in animal fat, such as but¬ 
ter and fat meat. Excess cholesterol can be 
deposited in the walls of arteries, causing 
atherosclerosis. 

cholesterolaemia /ko.lestoro'leimio/ noun 
a high level of cholesterol in the blood 
cholesterosis /ko.lesto'rousis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the gall bladder with deposits of 
cholesterol 

cholic acid /.koulik 'sesid/ noun one of the 
bile acids 

choline /'kouliin/ noun a compound involved 
in fat metabolism and the precursor for acetyl¬ 
choline 

cholinergic /.kouli'nsidsik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a neurone or receptor which responds 
to acetylcholine 

cholinesterase /.kouli'nestoreiz/ noun an 
enzyme which breaks down a choline ester 
choluria /kou'ljuorio/ noun same as biliuria 
chondr- /kDndr/ prefix referring to cartilage 
chondritis /kon'draitis/ noun inflammation 
of a cartilage 

chondroblast /'kDndroublasst/ noun a cell 
from which cartilage develops in an embryo 
chondrocalcinosis /.kondrou.kselsi 
'nousis/ noun a condition in which deposits of 
calcium phosphate are found in articular carti¬ 
lage 

chondrocyte /'kDndrousait/ noun a mature 
cartilage cell 

chondrodysplasia /.kondroudis'pleizio/ 
noun a hereditary disorder of cartilage which is 
linked to dwarfism 


chondrodystrophy /.kondrou'distrofi/ 
noun any disorder of cartilage 
chondroma /kDn'droumo/ noun a tumour 
formed of cartilaginous tissue 
chondromalacia ^kondroumoTeiJo/ noun 
degeneration of the cartilage of a joint 
chondrosarcoma /.kondrousai'koumo/ 
noun a malignant, rapidly growing tumour in¬ 
volving cartilage cells 

chorda /'koido/ noun a cord or tendon (note: 
The plural is chordae.) 

chordae tendineae /,ko:dai ten'diniai/ 
plural noun tiny fibrous ligaments in the heart 
which attach the edges of some of the valves to 
the walls of the ventricles 
chordee /'koidi:/ noun a painful condition 
where the erect penis is curved, a complication 
of gonorrhoea 

chorditis /koi'daitis/ noun inflammation of 
the vocal cords 

chordotomy /koi'dotomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut a cord such as a nerve pathway 
in the spinal cord in order to relieve intractable 
pain 

chorea /koi'riio/ noun a sudden severe 
twitching, usually of the face and shoulders, 
which is a symptom of disease of the nervous 
system 

chorion /'koirion/ noun a membrane cover¬ 
ing the fertilised ovum 

chorionic /.koiri'cmk/ adjective referring to 
the chorion 

chorionic gonadotrophin /ko:ri,Dmk 
gounodou'troufin/ noun i human chorionic 
gonadotrophin 

chorionic villi /koiri.Dmk 'vilai / plural noun 
tiny finger-like folds in the chorion 
chorionic villus sampling /ko:ri,Dmk 
'vilos ,sa:mplir)/ noun an antenatal screening 
test carried out by examining cells from the 
chorionic villi of the outer membrane sur¬ 
rounding an embryo, which have the same 
DNA as the fetus 

choroid /'koiroid/ noun the middle layer of 
tissue which forms the eyeball, between the 
sclera and the retina. See illustration at eye in 
Supplement 

choroiditis /.koiroi'daitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the choroid in the eyeball 
choroidocyclitis /koi.roidousai'klaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the choroids and ciliary 
body 

choroid plexus /,ko:roid 'pleksos/ noun 
part of the pia mater, a network of small blood 
vessels in the ventricles of the brain which pro¬ 
duce cerebrospinal fluid. See illustration at eye 
in Supplement 

Christmas disease /'krismos di,zi:z/ noun 
same as haemophilia B [After Mr Christmas, the 
person in whom the disease was first studied in 
detail] 
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Christmas factor /'krismas .faekta/ noun 

same as Factor IX 

chrom- /kroum/ prefix same as chromo- 
(used before vowels) 

-chromasia /kromeizio/ suffix referring to 
colour 

chromatid /'kroumotid/ noun one of two 
parallel filaments making up a chromosome 
chromatin /'kroumotin/ noun a network 
which forms the nucleus of a cell and can be 
stained with basic dyes 
chromatography /.kroumo'togrofi/ noun a 
method of separating chemicals through a po¬ 
rous medium, used in analysing compounds 
and mixtures 

chromatophore /krou'msetofo:/ noun any 
pigment-bearing cell in the eyes, hair and skin 
chromic acid /.kroumik 'aesid/ noun an un¬ 
stable acid existing only in solution or in the 
form of a salt, sometimes used in the removal 
of warts 

chromicised catgut /.kroumisaizd 
'kaetgAt/ noun catgut which is hardened with 
chromium to make it slower to dissolve in the 
body 

chromium /'kroumiom/ noun a metallic 
trace element (note: The chemical symbol is 

Cr.) 

chromo- /kroumou/ prefix referring to colour 
chromosomal /.kroumo'soumb)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to chromosomes 

chromosomal aberration /.kroumo 
soum(9)l .asbo'reiJXojn/ noun same as chro¬ 
mosome aberration 

chromosome /'kroumosoum/ noun a rod¬ 
shaped structure in the nucleus of a cell, 
formed of DNA, which carries the genes 
comment: Each human cell has 46 chromo¬ 
somes, 23 inherited from each parent. The fe¬ 
male has one pair of X chromosomes, and the 
male one pair of XY chromosomes, which are 
responsible for the sexual difference. Sperm 
from a male have either an X or a Y chromo¬ 
some. If a Y chromosome sperm fertilises the 
female’s ovum the child will be male, 
chromosome aberration /'kroumosoum 
.aeboreiJXajn/ noun a change from the usual 
number or arrangement of chromosomes 
chromosome mapping /'kroumosoum 
.msepii]/ noun a procedure by which the posi¬ 
tion of genes on a chromosome is established 
chronic /'kronik/ adjective 1 . referring to a 
disease or condition which lasts for a long time 
O He has a chronic chest complaint. Opposite 
acute 2. referring to serious pain ( informal) 
chronic abscess /.kronik 'aebses/ noun an 
abscess which develops slowly over a period 
of time 

chronic appendicitis /.kronik o.pendi 
'saltis/ noun a condition in which the vermi¬ 
form appendix is always slightly inflamed, i> 

grumbling appendix 


chronic catarrhal rhinitis /.kronik ko 
.tairol rai'naitis/ noun a persistent form of 
inflammation of the nose where excess mucus 
is secreted by the mucous membrane 
chronic fatigue syndrome /.kronik fo 
'ti:g .sindroum/ noun same as myalgic en¬ 
cephalomyelitis 

chronic glaucoma /.kromk gbi'koumo/ 
noun same as open-angle glaucoma 
chronic granulomatous disease / 
.kromk .grsenjuToumotos di.ziiz/ noun a 
type of inflammation where macrophages are 
converted into epithelial-like cells as a result 
of infection, as in tuberculosis or sarcoidosis 
chronic obstructive airways disease / 
.kromk ob.strAktiv 'eoweiz di.ziiz/ noun 
Abbr COAD. Now called chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

/.kromk ob.strAktiv 'pAlm9n(o)ri di.ziiz/ 
noun any of a group of progressive respiratory 
disorders where someone experiences loss of 
lung function and shows little or no response 
to steroid or bronchodilator drug treatments, 
e.g. emphysema and chronic bronchitis. Abbr 
COPD 

chronic pancreatitis /.kronik paerjkrio 
'taitis/ noun a persistent inflammation occur¬ 
ring after repeated attacks of acute pancreati¬ 
tis, where the gland becomes calcified 
chronic periarthritis /.kromk peria: 
'Graitis/ noun inflammation of tissues round 
the shoulder joint. Also called scapulohumer¬ 
al arthritis 

chronic pericarditis /.kromk perika: 
'daitis/ noun a condition in which the pericar¬ 
dium becomes thickened and prevents the 
heart from functioning normally. Also called 
constrictive pericarditis 
Chronic Sick and Disabled Persons Act 
1970 /kronik ,sik on dis,eib(o)ld 'p3is(o)nz 
aekt/ noun an Act of Parliament in the UK 
which provides benefits such as alterations to 
their homes for people with long-term condi¬ 
tions 

chronic toxicity /.kromk tok'sisiti/ noun 
exposure to harmful levels of a toxic substance 
over a period of time 

chrysotherapy /.kraisou'Geropi/ noun 
treatment which involves gold injections 
Chvostek’s sign /tJVvDsteks sain/ noun 
an indication of tetany, where a spasm is pro¬ 
duced if the facial muscles are tapped 
chyle /kail/ noun a fluid in the lymph vessels 
in the intestine, which contains fat, especially 
after a meal 

chylomicron /.kailou'maikron/ noun a par¬ 
ticle of chyle present in the blood 
chyluria /kaiTjuorio/ noun the presence of 
chyle in the urine 



chyme 
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chyme /kaim/ noun a semi-liquid mass of 
food and gastric juices, which passes from the 
stomach to the intestine 
chymotrypsin /.kaimou'tripsin/ noun an 
enzyme which digests protein 
Ci abbr curie 

cicatrise /'sikotraiz/, cicatrize verb to heal 
and form a scar, or to cause a wound to heal 
and form a scar 

cicatrix /'sikotriks/ noun same as scar 
-ciclovir /siklovio/ suffix used in the names of 
antiviral drugs 

-cide /said/ suffix referring to killing 
cilia /'silio/ plural of cilium 
ciliary /'siliori/ adjective 1. referring to the 
eyelid or eyelashes 2. referring to cilia 
ciliary body /'siliori ,bDdi/ noun the part of 
the eye which connects the iris to the choroid. 
See illustration at eye in Supplement 
ciliary ganglion /.siliori 'gasgglion/ noun a 
parasympathetic ganglion in the orbit of the 
eye, supplying the intrinsic eye muscles 
ciliary muscle /'siliori ,mAs(3)l/ noun a 
muscle which makes the lens of the eye change 
its shape to focus on objects at different dis¬ 
tances. See illustration at eye in Supplement 
ciliary processes /.sili^ri 'prousesiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun the ridges behind the iris to which the 
lens of the eye is attached 
ciliated epithelium /.silieitid epi'0i:lbm/ 
noun simple epithelium where the cells have 
tiny hairs or cilia 

cilium /'siliom/ noun 1 . an eyelash 2. one of 
many tiny hair-like processes which line cells 
in passages in the body and by moving back¬ 
wards and forwards drive particles or fluid 
along the passage (note: The plural is cilia.) 
-cillin /silin/ suffix used in the names of peni¬ 
cillin drugs O amoxycillin 
cimetidine /si'metidiin/ noun a drug which 
reduces the production of stomach acid, used 
in peptic ulcer treatment 
cimex /'saimeks/ noun a bedbug or related 
insect which feeds on birds, humans and other 
mammals (note: The plural is cimices.) 

CIN abbr cervical intraepithelial neoplasia 
-cin /sin/ suffix referring to aminoglycosides 
O gentamicin 

cinematics /.sim'msetiks/ noun the science 
of movement, especially of body movements 
cineplasty /'simplaesti/ noun an amputation 
where the muscles of the stump of the ampu¬ 
tated limb are used to operate an artificial limb 
cineradiography /.sinireidi'Dgrofi/ noun 
the practice of taking a series of X-ray photo¬ 
graphs for diagnosis, or to show how some¬ 
thing moves or develops in the body 
cinesiology /s^niisi'olodsi/ noun the study 
of muscle movements, particularly in relation 
to treatment 


cingulectomy ^sirjgju'lektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove the cingulum 
cingulum /'sirjgjulom/ noun a long curved 
bundle of nerve fibres in the cerebrum (note: 
The plural is cingula.) 

cinnarizine /'sinoroziin/ noun an antihista- 
minic used to treat Meniere’s disease 
ciprofloxacin /.saiprou'floksosin/ noun a 
powerful antibiotic used in eye drops to treat 
corneal ulcers and surface infections of the 
eye, and in the treatment of anthrax in humans 
circadian /s3:'keidion/ adjective referring to 
a pattern which is repeated approximately eve¬ 
ry 24 hours 

circadian rhythm /ssi.keidion 'ridOjm/ 
noun same as biological clock 
circle of Willis /,s3:k(o)l ov 'wills/ noun a 
circle of branching arteries at the base of the 
brain formed by the basilar artery, the anterior 
and posterior cerebral arteries, the anterior and 
posterior communicating arteries and the in¬ 
ternal carotid arteries [Described 1664. After 
Thomas Willis (1621—75), English physician and 
anatomist.] 

circular fold /'ssikjulo fould/ noun a large 
transverse fold of mucous membrane in the 
small intestine 

circulation /.ssikju'leiJXojn/ noun □ circu¬ 
lation (of the blood) movement of blood 
around the body from the heart through the ar¬ 
teries to the capillaries and back to the heart 
through the veins O She has poor circulation 
in her legs. O Rub your hands to get the circu¬ 
lation going. 

comment: Blood circulates around the body, 
carrying oxygen from the lungs and nutrients 
from the liver through the arteries and capillar¬ 
ies to the tissues. The capillaries exchange 
the oxygen for waste matter such as carbon 
dioxide which is taken back to the lungs to be 
expelled. At the same time the blood obtains 
more oxygen in the lungs to be taken to the 
tissues. The circulation pattern is as follows: 
blood returns through the veins to the right 
atrium of the heart. From there it is pumped 
through the right ventricle into the pulmonary 
artery, and then into the lungs. From the lungs 
it returns through the pulmonary veins to the 
left atrium of the heart and is pumped from 
there through the left ventricle into the aorta 
and from the aorta into the other arteries. 

circulatory /,S3:kju'leit(3)ri/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the circulation of the blood 
circulatory system /.ssikju'leitCojri 
.sistom/ noun a system of arteries and veins, 
together with the heart, which makes the blood 
circulate around the body 
circum- /s3:kom/ prefix around 
circumcise /'ssikomsaiz/ verb to remove 
the foreskin of the penis 
circumcision /.ssikom'sisCojn/ noun the 
surgical removal of the foreskin of the penis 
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circumduction /.ssikom'dAkJbn/ noun the 
action of moving a limb so that the end of it 
makes a circular motion 
circumflex /'s3:komfleks/ adjective bent or 
curved 

circumflex artery /'s3:komfleks .cutori/ 
noun a branch of the femoral artery in the up¬ 
per thigh 

circumflex nerve /'s3:komfleks n3iv/ noun 
a sensory and motor nerve in the upper arm 
circumoral /.ssikom'oirol/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to rashes surrounding the lips 
circumvallate papillae /S3:k9m,v2eleit po 
'pili:/ plural noun large papillae at the base of 
the tongue, which have taste buds 
cirrhosis /so'rousis/ noun a progressive dis¬ 
ease of the liver, often associated with alcohol¬ 
ism, in which healthy cells are replaced by scar 
tissue □ cirrhosis of the liver hepatocirrhosis, 
a condition where some cells of the liver die 
and are replaced by hard fibrous tissue 
comment: Cirrhosis can have many causes: 
the commonest cause is alcoholism (alcoholic 
cirrhosis or Laennec’s cirrhosis). It can also 
be caused by heart disease (cardiac cirrho¬ 
sis), by viral hepatitis (postnecrotic cirrhosis), 
by autoimmune disease (primary biliary cir¬ 
rhosis) or by obstruction or infection of the bile 
ducts (biliary cirrhosis). 

cirrhotic /si'rotik/ adjective referring to cir¬ 
rhosis O The patient had a cirrhotic liver. 
cirs- /s3is/ prefix referring to dilation 
cirsoid /'s3isoid/ adjective referring to a var¬ 
icose vein which is dilated 
cirsoid aneurysm /,s3isoid '2enj9riz(»m/ 
noun a condition in which arteries become 
swollen and twisted 

Cisplatin /sis'pleitin/ noun a chemical sub¬ 
stance which may help fight cancer by binding 
to DNA. It is used in the treatment of ovarian 
and testicular cancer. 

cistern /'siston/, cisterna /si'st3in9/ noun a 
space containing fluid 

cisterna magna /si,st3:no 'maegno/ noun a 
large space containing cerebrospinal fluid, sit¬ 
uated underneath the cerebellum and behind 
the medulla oblongata 

citric acid /.sitrik 'aesid/ noun an acid found 
in fruit such as oranges, lemons and grapefruit 
citric acid cycle /.sitrik 'aesid ,saik(o)l/ 
noun an important series of events concerning 
amino acid metabolism, which takes place in 
the mitochondria in the cell. Also called Krebs 
cycle 

citrullinaemia /.sitruli'niimb/ noun a defi¬ 
ciency of an enzyme which helps break down 
proteins 

citrulline /'sitruliin, 'sitrulain/ noun an 
amino acid 

CJD abbr Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
cl abbr centilitre 


clamp /klaemp/ noun a surgical instrument to 
hold something tightly, e.g. a blood vessel dur¬ 
ing an operation ■ verb to hold something 
tightly 

clap /klsep/ noun same as gonorrhoea {slang) 
classic /'klaesik/ adjective referring to a typi¬ 
cally well-known symptom O She showed 
classic heroin withdrawal symptoms: sweat¬ 
ing, fever, sleeplessness and anxiety. 
classification /.klsesifi'keij^n/ noun the 
work of putting references or components into 
order so as to be able to refer to them again and 
identify them easily O the ABO classification 
of blood 

classify /'klassifai/ verb to put references or 
components into order so as to be able to refer 
to them again and identify them easily O The 
medical records are classified under the sur¬ 
name of the patient. O Blood groups are clas¬ 
sified according to the ABO system. 
claudication ^kloidi'keij^n/ noun the fact 
of limping or being lame 
comment: At first, the person limps after hav¬ 
ing walked a short distance, then finds walk¬ 
ing progressively more difficult and finally im¬ 
possible. The condition improves after rest, 
claustrophobia /.kbistro'foubb/ noun a 
fear of enclosed spaces or crowded rooms. 
Compare agoraphobia 

claustrophobic /.kbtstro'foubik/ adjective 
afraid of being in enclosed spaces or crowded 
rooms. Compare agoraphobic 
clavicle /'klgevik(9)l/ noun same as collar¬ 
bone 

clavicular /kb'vikjub/ adjective referring to 
the clavicle 

clavus /'kleivos/ noun 1 . a com on the foot 2. 
severe pain in the head, like a nail being driven 
in 

claw foot /,kb: 'fut/ noun a deformed foot 
with the toes curved towards the instep and 
with a very high arch. Also called pes cavus 
claw hand /,kb: 'hamd/ noun a deformed 
hand with the fingers, especially the ring fin¬ 
ger and little finger, bent towards the palm, 
caused by paralysis of the muscles 
clean /kliin/ adjective 1 . free from dirt, waste 
products or unwanted substances 2. sterile or 
free from infection O a clean dressing O a 
clean wound 3. not using recreational drugs 
cleanliness /'klenlinos/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing clean O The report praised the cleanliness 
of the hospital kitchen. 

clear /klio/ adjective 1. easily understood O 
The doctor made it clear that he wanted the 
patient to have a home help. O The words on 
the medicine bottle are not very clear. 2. not 
cloudy and easy to see through O a clear glass 
bottle O The urine sample was clear. 3. □ clear 
of free from O The area is now clear of infec¬ 
tion. ■ verb to take away a blockage O The in¬ 
halant will clear your blocked nose. O He is on 
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antibiotics to try to clear the congestion in his 
lungs. 

clear up /,klior 'Ap/ verb to get better O His 
infection should clear up within a few days. O 
I hope your cold clears up before the holiday. 
cleavage /'kli:vid 3 / noun the repeated divi¬ 
sion of cells in an embryo 
cleavage lines plural noun same as Langer’s 
lines 

cleft /kleft/ noun a small opening or hollow 
place in a surface or body part ■ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a surface or body part which has sep¬ 
arated into two or more sections 
cleft foot /.kleft 'fut/ noun same as talipes 
cleft lip /.kleft 'lip/ noun a congenital condi¬ 
tion in which the upper lip fails to form in the 
usual way during fetal development. Also 
called harelip 

cleft palate /.kleft 'paslot/ noun a congenital 
condition in which the palate does not fuse 
during fetal development, causing a gap be¬ 
tween the mouth and nasal cavity in severe 
cases 

comment: A cleft palate is usually associated 
with a cleft lip. Both can be successfully cor¬ 
rected by surgery. 

Cleido- /klaidou/ prefix referring to the clavi¬ 
cle 

cleidocranial dysostosis /.klaidoukreiniol 
.diSDs'tousis/ noun a hereditary bone malfor¬ 
mation, with protruding jaw, lack of collar¬ 
bone and malformed teeth 
clerking /'klaikig/ noun the practice of writ¬ 
ing down the details of a person on admission 
to a hospital ( informal ) 

client /'klaiont/ noun a person visited by a 
health visitor or social worker 
climacteric /klal'mcektorik/ noun 1. same as 
menopause 2. a period of diminished sexual 
activity in a man who reaches middle age 
climax /'klaimseks/ noun 1 . an orgasm 2. the 
point where a disease is at its worst ■ verb to 
have an orgasm 

clindamycin /.klindo'maisin/ noun a pow¬ 
erful antibiotic used to treat severe infections 
and acne 

clinic /'klinik/ noun 1. a small hospital or a 
department in a large hospital which deals 
only with out-patients or which specialises in 
the treatment of particular medical conditions 
O He is being treated in a private clinic. O She 
was referred to an antenatal clinic. 2. a group 
of students under a doctor or surgeon who ex¬ 
amine patients and discuss their treatment 
clinical /'klinik(9)l/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the physical assessment and treatment of pa¬ 
tients by doctors, as opposed to a surgical op¬ 
eration, a laboratory test or experiment 2. re¬ 
ferring to instruction given to students at the 
bedside of patients as opposed to class instruc¬ 
tion with no patient present 3. referring to a 
clinic 


‘...we studied 69 patients who met the clinical and 
laboratory criteria of definite MS’ [ Lancet ] 

‘...the allocation of students to clinical areas is for 
their educational needs and not for service require¬ 
ments’ [Nursing Times] 

clinical audit /,klinik(9)l 'oidit/ noun an 
evaluation of the standard of clinical care 
clinical care / l klinik(o)l 'keo/ noun the care 
and treatment of patients in hospital wards or 
in doctors’ surgeries 

clinical effectiveness /.klimkCojl i'fek 
tivnos/ noun the ability of a procedure or 
treatment to achieve the desired result 
clinical governance /.klimkCo)! 

'gAv(9)nons/ noun the responsibility given to 
doctors to coordinate audit, research, educa¬ 
tion, use of guidelines and risk management to 
develop a strategy to raise the quality of medi¬ 
cal care 

clinically /'klinikli/ adverb using information 
gathered from the treatment of patients in a 
hospital ward or in the doctor’s surgery O 
Smallpox is now clinically extinct. 
clinical medicine /.klimkCojl 

'med(o)s(o)n/ noun the study and treatment of 
patients in a hospital ward or in the doctor’s 
surgery, as opposed to in the operating theatre 
or laboratory 

clinical nurse manager /,klmik(9)l 'n3is 
,maenid 3 o/ noun the administrative manager 
of the clinical nursing staff of a hospital 
clinical nurse specialist /,klimk(9)l n3is 
'speJXojlist/ noun a nurse who specialises in a 
particular branch of clinical care 
clinical pathology /,klinik(3)l p9'0Dbd3i/ 
noun the study of disease as applied to the 
treatment of patients 

clinical psychologist /,klinik(3)l sai 
'kDlod 3 ist/ noun a psychologist who studies 
and treats sick patients in hospital 
clinical thermometer /.klinik^)! 0o 

1 mount o/ noun a thermometer used in a hospi¬ 
tal or by a doctor for measuring a person’s 
body temperature 

clinical trial /,klmik(9)l 'traiol/ noun a trial 
carried out in a medical laboratory on a person 
or on tissue from a person 
clinician /kli'mJXojn/ noun a doctor, usually 
not a surgeon, who has considerable experi¬ 
ence in treating patients 
clinodactyly /.klainou'dsektili/ noun the 
permanent bending of a finger to one side 
clip /klip/ noun a piece of metal with a spring, 
used to attach things together 
clitoris /'klitoris/ noun a small erectile fe¬ 
male sex organ, situated at the anterior angle of 
the vulva, which can be excited by sexual ac¬ 
tivity. See illustration at urogenital system 
(female) in Supplement 
cloaca /klou'eiko/ noun the end part of the 
hindgut in an embryo 
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clomipramine /klou'mipromim/ noun a 
drug used to treat depression, phobias and ob¬ 
sessive-compulsive disorder 
clonazepam /klou'naszipgem/ noun a drug 
used to treat epilepsy 

clone /kbun/ noun a group of cells derived 
from a single cell by asexual reproduction and 
so identical to the first cell ■ verb to reproduce 
an individual organism by asexual means 
clonic /'klonik/ adjective 1 . referring to 
clonus 2. having spasmodic contractions 
clonic spasms /,klDmk 'spaez(9)mz/ plural 
noun spasms which recur regularly 
Clonidine /'klomdiin/ noun a drug which re¬ 
laxes and widens the arteries, used in the treat¬ 
ment of hypertension, migraine headaches and 
heart failure 

cloning /'klounig/ noun the reproduction of 
an individual organism by asexual means 
clonorchiasis /.klouno'kaiosis/ noun a liver 
condition, common in the Far East, caused by 
the fluke Clonorchis sinensis 
clonus /'klounos/ noun the rhythmic contrac¬ 
tion and relaxation of a muscle, usually a sign 
of upper motor neurone lesions 
close /klouz/ verb 1 . to become covered with 
new tissue as part of the healing process 2. to 
fix together the sides of a wound after surgery 
to allow healing to take place 
closed fracture /,klouzd 'fraektjo/ noun 
same as simple fracture 
Clostridium /klD'stridiom/ noun a type of 
bacteria 

comment: Species of Clostridium cause botu¬ 
lism, tetanus and gas gangrene, 
clot /klot/ noun a soft mass of coagulated 
blood in a vein or an artery O The doctor diag¬ 
nosed a blood clot in the brain. O Blood clots 
occur in thrombosis. ■ verb to change from a 
liquid to a semi-solid state, or to cause a liquid 
to do this O His blood does not clot easily. 
(note: clotting - clotted) 
clotrimazole /klo'trimozoul/ noun a drug 
used to treat yeast and fungal infections 
clotting /'klotir)/ noun the action of coagulat¬ 
ing 

clotting factors /.klDtir) 'fasktoz/ plural 
noun substances in plasma, called Factor I, 
Factor II, and so on, which act one after the 
other to make the blood coagulate when a 
blood vessel is damaged 
comment: Deficiency in one or more of the 
clotting factors results in haemophilia, 
clotting time /'klotir) taim/ noun the time 
taken for blood to coagulate under usual con¬ 
ditions. Also called coagulation time 
Cloud /klaud/ noun the disturbed sediment in 
a liquid 

cloudy /'klaudi/ adjective referring to liquid 
which is not transparent but which has an 
opaque substance in it 


clubbing /'klAbir)/ noun a thickening of the 
ends of the fingers and toes, a sign of many dif¬ 
ferent diseases 

club foot /.kLvb 'fut/ noun same as talipes 
cluster /'klASto/ noun 1. a group of small 
items which cling together 2. a significant sub¬ 
set in a statistical sample, e.g. of numbers of 
people affected by a particular disease or con¬ 
dition 

cluster headache /'klAsto .hedeik/ noun a 
headache which occurs behind one eye for a 
short period 

Clutton’s joint /'klAt(o)nz ,d 3 oint/ noun a 
swollen knee joint occurring in congenital 
syphilis [Described 1886. After Henry Hugh 
Clutton (1850-1909), surgeon at St Thomas’s 
Hospital, London, UK.] 
cm abbr centimetre 

CMHN abbr community mental health nurse 
CM joint /,si: 'em d 30 int/ plural noun same as 
carpometacarpal joint 
CMO abbr Chief Medical Officer 
CMV abbr cytomegalovirus 
C/N abbr charge nurse 
CNS abbr central nervous system 
COAD abbr chronic obstructive airways dis¬ 
ease 

coagulant /kou'cegjulont/ noun a substance 
which can make blood clot 
coagulase /kou'asgjuleiz/ noun an enzyme 
produced by a staphylococcal bacteria which 
makes blood plasma clot 
coagulate /kou'aegjuleit/ verb to change 
from liquid to semi-solid, or cause a liquid to 
do this O His blood does not coagulate easily. 
0 clot 

comment: Blood coagulates when fibrinogen, 
a protein in the blood, converts into fibrin un¬ 
der the influence of the enzyme thromboki- 
nase. 

coagulation /kou.aegju'leiJXojn/ noun the 
action of clotting 

coagulation time /kouasgju'leiJ'Ojn taim/ 
noun same as clotting time 
coagulum /kou'asgjulom/ noun same as 
blood clot (note: The plural is coagula.) 
coalesce /.kouo'les/ verb to combine, or to 
cause things to combine, into a single body or 
group 

coalescence /.kouo'lesOjns/ noun the 
process by which wound edges come together 
when healing 

coarctation /.kouaik'teiJXojn/ noun the 
process of narrowing □ coarctation of the 
aorta congenital narrowing of the aorta, which 
results in high blood pressure in the upper part 
of the body and low blood pressure in the low¬ 
er part 

coarse tremor /,ko:s 'tremo/ noun severe 
trembling 
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coat /kout/ noun a layer of material covering 
an organ or a cavity ■ verb to cover something 
with something else 

coated tongue /.koutid't aq/ noun same as 

furred tongue 

coating /'koutig/ noun a thin covering O a 
pill with a sugar coating 
cobalt /'kouboilt/ noun a metallic element 
(note: The chemical symbol is Co.) 
cobalt 60 /.kouboilt 1 siksti/ noun a radioac¬ 
tive isotope which is used in radiotherapy to 
treat cancer 

cocaine /kou'kein/ noun a narcotic drug not 
generally used in medicine because its use 
leads to addiction, but sometimes used as a 
surface anaesthetic 
cocci /'koki/ plural of coccus 
coccidioidomycosis /kDk.sidioi.doumai 
'kousis/ noun a lung disease, caused by inhal¬ 
ing spores of the fungus Coccidioides immitis 
COCCUS /'kDkos/ noun a bacterium shaped 
like a ball (note: The plural is cocci.) 
comment: Cocci grow together in groups: ei¬ 
ther in clusters (staphylococci) or in long 
chains (streptococci). 

coccy- /kDksi/ prefix referring to the coccyx 
coccydynia /.koksi'dinio/ noun a sharp pain 
in the coccyx, usually caused by a blow. Also 
called coccygodynia 

coccygeal vertebrae /kDk,sid3iol 'v3itif 
brei/ plural noun the fused bones in the coccyx 
coccyges /kDk'said 3 i:z/ plural of coccyx 
coccygodynia /.kDksigou'dinio/ noun 

same as coccydynia 

coccyx /'koksiks/ noun the lowest bone in 
the backbone (note: The plural is coccyges.) 
comment: The coccyx is a rudimentary tail 
made of four bones which have fused togeth¬ 
er into a bone in the shape of a triangle, 
cochlea /'koklio/ noun a spiral tube inside 
the inner ear, which is the essential organ of 
hearing. See illustration at ear in Supplement 
(note: The plural is cochleae.) 
comment: Sounds are transmitted as vibra¬ 
tions to the cochlea from the ossicles through 
the oval window. The lymph fluid in the coch¬ 
lea passes the vibrations to the organ of Corti 
which in turn is connected to the auditory 
nerve. 

cochlear /'koklio/ adjective referring to the 
cochlea 

cochlear duct /'koklio dAkt/ noun a spiral 
channel in the cochlea 

cochlear implant /.koklio 'implaint/ noun 
a type of hearing aid for profound hearing loss 
cochlear nerve /'koklio n3iv/ noun a divi¬ 
sion of the auditory nerve 
Cochrane database /,kokron 'deitobeis/ 
noun a database of regular reviews carried out 
on research 

code /koud/ noun 1 . a system of numbers, let¬ 
ters or symbols used to represent language or 


information 2. same as genetic code ■ verb 1. 
to convert instructions or data into another 
form 2. (of a codon or gene) to provide the ge¬ 
netic information which causes a specific ami¬ 
no acid to be produced O Genes are sections of 
DNA that code for a specific protein sequence. 
codeine /'koudiin/, codeine phosphate / 
.koudiin 'fDsfeit/ noun a common painkilling 
drug that can also be used to suppress cough¬ 
ing and in the treatment of diarrhoea 
code of conduct /,koud ov 'kDndAkt/ noun 
a set of general rules showing how a group of 
people such as doctors or nurses should work 
cod liver oil /,kod livor 'oil/ noun a fish oil 
which is rich in calories and vitamins A and D 
-coele /si:l/ suffix referring to a hollow (note: 
The US spelling is usually -cele.) 
coeli- /siili/ prefix same as coelio- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) (note: The US spelling is usually 
celi-.) 

coeliac /'siiliask/ adjective referring to the ab¬ 
domen 

coeliac artery /.siiliask 'aitori/, coeliac axis 

/.siiliaek 'asksis/ noun the main artery in the 
abdomen leading from the abdominal aorta 
and dividing into the left gastric, hepatic and 
splenic arteries. Also called coeliac trunk 
coeliac disease /.siiliaek di'ziiz/ noun 
same as gluten-induced enteropathy 
coeliac ganglion /.siiliaek 'gaegglion/ noun 
a ganglion on each side of the origins of the di¬ 
aphragm, connected with the coeliac plexus 
coeliac plexus /.siiliaek 'pleksos/ noun a 
network of nerves in the abdomen, behind the 
stomach 

coeliac trunk /.siiliaek 'trApk/ noun same as 

coeliac artery 

coelio- /siiliou/ prefix referring to a hollow, 
usually the abdomen (note: The US spelling is 
usually celio-.) 

coelioscopy /.siili'Dskopi/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of the peritoneal cavity by inflating the 
abdomen with sterile air and passing an endo¬ 
scope through the abdominal wall (note: The 
plural is coelioscopies.) 
coelom /'siilom/ noun a body cavity in an 
embryo, which divides to form the thorax and 
abdomen (note: The plural is coeloms or coe¬ 
lomata.) 

coffee ground vomit /'kofi graund 
,VDmit/ noun vomit containing dark pieces of 
blood, indicating that the person is bleeding 
from the stomach or upper intestine 
cognition /kDg'niJ(3)n/ noun the mental ac¬ 
tion or process of gaining knowledge by using 
your mind or your senses, or knowledge 
gained in this way 

cognitive /'kDgnitiv/ adjective referring to 
the mental processes of perception, memory, 
judgment and reasoning O a cognitive impair¬ 
ment 
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cognitive disorder /.kogmtiv dis'oido/ 
noun impairment of any of the mental process¬ 
es of perception, memory, judgment and rea¬ 
soning 

cognitive therapy /.kogmtiv 'Berapi/ noun 
a treatment of psychiatric disorders such as 
anxiety or depression which encourages peo¬ 
ple to deal with their negative ways of thinking 
cohort /'kouhoit/ noun a group of people 
sharing a particular characteristic such as age 
or gender who are studied in a scientific or 
medical investigation 

cohort study /'kouhoit ,stAdi/ noun an in¬ 
vestigation in which a group of people are 
classified according to their exposure to vari¬ 
ous risks and studied over a period of time to 
see if they develop a specific disease, in order 
to evaluate the links between risk and disease 
coil /koil/ noun a device fitted into a woman’s 
uterus as a contraceptive 
coinfection /.kouin'fekJXojn/ noun infec¬ 
tion with two or more diseases or viruses at the 
same time 

coital /'kouit(3)l/ adjective referring to sexual 
intercourse 

coitus /'kouitos/, coition /kou'iJ(o)n/ noun 
same as sexual intercourse 

coitus interruptus /.kouitos into'rAptos/ 
noun removal of the penis from the vagina be¬ 
fore ejaculation, sometimes used as a method 
of contraception although it is not very effi¬ 
cient 

cold /kould/ adjective not warm or hot ■ noun 
an illness, with inflammation of the nasal pas¬ 
sages, in which someone sneezes and coughs 
and has a blocked and running nose O She had 
a heavy cold. Also called common cold, co¬ 
ryza 

comment: A cold usually starts with a virus in¬ 
fection which causes inflammation of the mu¬ 
cous membrane in the nose and throat. 
Symptoms include running nose, cough and 
loss of taste and smell. Coronaviruses have 
been identified in people with colds, but there 
is no cure for a cold at present. 

cold burn /'kould b3:n/ noun an injury to the 
skin caused by exposure to extreme cold or by 
touching a very cold surface 
cold cautery /kould 'koitori/ noun the re¬ 
moval of a skin growth using carbon dioxide 
snow 

cold compress /kould 'kompres/ noun a 
wad of cloth soaked in cold water, used to re¬ 
lieve a headache or bruise 
cold pack /'kould pask/ noun a cloth or a pad 
filled with gel or clay which is chilled and put 
on the body to reduce or increase the tempera¬ 
ture 

cold sore /'kould so:/ noun a painful blister, 
usually on the lips or nose, caused by herpes 
simplex Type I 


colectomy /ko'lektomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to remove the whole or part of the co¬ 
lon (note: The plural is colectomies.) 
colic /'kolik/ noun 1 . pain in any part of the 
intestinal tract. Also called enteralgia, tormi¬ 
na 2. crying and irritability in babies, especial¬ 
ly from stomach pains 
comment: Although colic can refer to pain 
caused by indigestion, it can also be caused 
by stones in the gall bladder or kidney, 
colicky /'koliki/ adjective referring to colic O 
She had colicky pains in her abdomen. 
coliform bacterium /.koulifoim bask 
'tioriom/ plural noun any bacterium which is 
similar to Escherichia coli 
colistin /kD'listin/ noun an antibiotic which 
is effective against a wide range of organisms 
and is used to treat gastrointestinal infections 
colitis /ko'laitis/ noun inflammation of the 
colon. Also called colonitis 
collagen /'kolodson/ noun a thick protein fi¬ 
bre forming bundles, which make up the con¬ 
nective tissue, bone and cartilage 
collagen disease /'kDlod39n di,zi:z/ noun 
any disease of the connective tissue 
comment: Collagen diseases include rheu¬ 
matic fever, rheumatoid arthritis, periarteritis 
nodosa, scleroderma and dermatomyositis. 
collagenous /ko'lasdsinos/ adjective 1 . con¬ 
taining collagen 2. referring to collagen dis¬ 
ease 

collapse /ko'lasps/ noun 1 . a condition in 
which someone is extremely exhausted or 
semi-conscious O She was found in a state of 
collapse. 2. a condition in which an organ be¬ 
comes flat or loses air O lung collapse ■ verb 
1 . to fall down in a semi-conscious state O Af¬ 
ter running to catch his train he collapsed. 2. 
to become flat, or lose air 
collapsed lung /ko'lsepsd Iaij/ noun same 
as pneumothorax 

collarbone /'kDloboun/ noun one of two 
long thin bones which join the shoulder blades 
to the breastbone. Also called clavicle (note: 
Collarbone fracture is one of the most frequent 
fractures in the body.) 

collateral /ko'l2et(3)rol/ adjective secondary 
or less important 

‘...embolisation of the coeliac axis is an effective 
treatment for severe bleeding in the stomach or duo¬ 
denum, localized by endoscopic examination. A 
good collateral blood supply makes occlusion of a 
single branch of the coeliac axis safe.’ 
[British Medical Journal ] 

collateral circulation /ko.ketOjrol ,s3ikju 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun an enlargement of some sec¬ 
ondary blood vessels as a response when the 
main vessels become slowly blocked 
collection chamber /ko'lekjon .tjeimbo/ 
noun a section of the heart where blood col¬ 
lects before being pumped out 
Colles’ fracture /'kDlis(iz) .fraektjo/ noun 
a fracture of the lower end of the radius with 
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displacement of the wrist backwards, usually 
when someone has stretched out a hand to try 
to break a fall [After Abraham Colies (1773- 
1843), Irish surgeon] 

colliculus /ko'likjulos/ noun one of four 
small projections (superior colliculi and infe¬ 
rior colliculi) in the midbrain. See illustration 
at brain in Supplement (note: The plural is col¬ 
liculi.) 

collodion /ko'loudion/ noun a liquid used for 
painting on a clean wound, where it dries to 
form a flexible covering 
colloid /'kDbid/ noun 1 . a mass of tiny parti¬ 
cles of one substance dispersed in another sub¬ 
stance 2. the particles which are suspended in 
a colloid 3. a thick jelly-like substance which 
stores hormones, produced in the thyroid 
gland ■ adjective relating to or resembling a 
colloid O colloid acne 

collyrium /ko'liriom/ noun a solution used to 
bathe the eyes (note: The plural is collyria.) 
COlO- /kdou/ prefix referring to the colon 
coloboma /.kDlou'boumo/ noun a condition 
in which part of the eye, especially part of the 
iris, is missing 

colon /'koukm/ noun the main part of the 
large intestine, running from the caecum at the 
end of the small intestine to the rectum 
comment: The colon is about 1.35 metres in 
length, and rises from the end of the small in¬ 
testine up the right side of the body, then 
crosses beneath the stomach and drops down 
the left side of the body to end as the rectum. 

In the colon, water is extracted from the waste 
material which has passed through the small 
intestine, leaving only the faeces which are 
pushed forward by peristaltic movements and 
passed out of the body through the rectum, 
colonic /ko'lomk/ adjective referring to the 
colon 

colonic irrigation /ko.kmik iri'geiJ(o)n/ 
noun the washing out of the contents of the 
large intestine using a tube inserted in the anus 
colonitis /.kDlo'naitis/ noun same as colitis 
colonoscope /ko'lDnoskoup/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal instrument for examining the interior of the 
colon 

colonoscopy /.kolo'nDskopi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of the inside of the colon, using a 
colonoscope passed through the rectum (note: 
The plural is colonoscopies.) 
colony /'kDloni/ noun a group or culture of 
microorganisms 

colorectal ^koulou'rektCojl/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to both the colon and rectum 
colostomy /ko'lDStomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to make an opening between the colon 
and the abdominal wall to allow faeces to be 
passed out without going through the rectum 
(note: The plural is colostomies.) 
comment: A colostomy is carried out when the 
colon or rectum is blocked, or where part of 
the colon or rectum has had to be removed. 


colostomy bag /ko'lDstomi bseg/ noun a 
bag attached to the opening made by a colosto¬ 
my, to collect faeces as they are passed out of 
the body 

colostrum /ko'lDStrom/ noun a fluid rich in 
antibodies and low in fat, secreted by the 
mother’s breasts at the birth of a baby, before 
the true milk starts to flow 
colour blindness /'kAlo .blaindnos/ noun a 
condition of being unable to tell the difference 
between specific colours 
comment: Colour blindness is a condition 
which almost never occurs in women. The 
commonest form is the inability to tell the dif¬ 
ference between red and green. The Ishihara 
test is used to test for colour blindness, 
colour index /'kAlor .indeks/ noun the ratio 
between the amount of haemoglobin and the 
number of red blood cells in a specific amount 
of blood 

colouring /'kAlorig .meets/, colouring mat¬ 
ter noun a substance which colours an organ 
colp- /kDlp/ prefix same as colpo- (used before 
vowels) 

colpitis /kol'paitis/ noun same as vaginitis 
colpo- /kDlpou/ prefix referring to the vagina 
colpocele /'kolpssiil/ noun same as colpop- 
tosis 

colpocystitis /.kDlpsusi'staitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of both the vagina and the urinary 
bladder 

colpocystopexy /.kolps'sistspeksi/ noun a 
surgical operation to lift and stitch the vagina 
and bladder to the abdominal wall (note: The 
plural is colpocystopexies.) 
colpohysterectomy /.kolpsuhists 

'rektsmi/ noun a surgical operation in which 
the womb is removed through the vagina 
(note: The plural is colpohysterectomies.) 
colpopexy /'kdpspeksi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to fix a prolapsed vagina to the abdom¬ 
inal wall (note: The plural is colpopexies.) 
colpoplasty /'kolpspleesti/ noun a surgical 
operation to repair a damaged vagina (note: 
The plural is colpoplasties.) 
colpoptosis /.kolps'tsusis/ noun a prolapse 
of the walls of the vagina. Also called col¬ 
pocele (note: The plural is colpoptoses.) 
colporrhaphy /kol'pDrofi/ noun a surgical 
operation to stitch a prolapsed vagina (note: 
The plural is colporraphies.) 
colposcope /'kolpsusksup/ noun a surgical 
instrument used to examine the inside of the 
vagina. Also called vaginoscope 
colposcopy /kDl'pDskopi/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of the inside of the vagina (note: The 
plural is colposcopies.) 
colposuspension /.kolpsuss'spenjsn/ 
noun a surgical operation to strengthen the pel¬ 
vic floor muscles to prevent incontinence 
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colpotomy /kDl'pDtami/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to make a cut in the vagina (note: The 

plural is colpotomies.) 

column /'kDlom/ noun t vertebral column 

columnar /ko'lAmno/ adjective shaped like a 
column 

columnar cell /ko'lAmno sel/ noun a type of 
epithelial cell shaped like a column 
coma /'koumo/ noun a state of unconscious¬ 
ness from which a person cannot be awakened 
by external stimuli 

comment: A coma can have many causes: 
head injuries, diabetes, stroke or drug over¬ 
dose. A coma is often fatal, but a patient may 
continue to live in a coma for a long time, even 
several months, before dying or regaining 
consciousness. 

comatose /'koumotous/ adjective 1. uncon¬ 
scious or in a coma 2. like a coma 
combined therapy /kom,baind 'Geropi/ 
noun the use of two or more treatments at the 
same time 

comedo /'kDmidou/ noun a small point of 
dark, hard matter in a sebaceous follicle, often 
found associated with acne on the skin of ado¬ 
lescents (note: The plural is comedones.) 
come down with /,kAm 'daun wiG/ verb to 
catch a cold, flu or other minor illness 
( informal) 

come out in /,kAm 'aut in/ verb to have 
something such as spots or a rash appear on the 
skin ( informal) 

come round /,kAm 'raund/ verb to regain 
consciousness, e.g. after being knocked out 
comfort /'kAmfot/ verb to help make some¬ 
one less anxious or unhappy, especially when 
something bad has just happened 
comfortable /'kAmf(o)t3b(o)l/ adjective in a 
stable physical condition 
comforter /'kAmfoto/ noun 1. someone who 
helps to make another person less anxious or 
unhappy 2. a baby’s dummy 
commando operation /ko'maindou 
,Dp9reiJ(o)n/, commando procedure /ko 
'maindou pro,si:d39/ noun a major operation 
to combat cancer of the face and neck. It in¬ 
volves the removal of facial features, which 
are later rebuilt. 

commensal /k9'mens(3)l/ noun an animal 
or plant which lives on another animal or plant 
but does not harm it in any way. Both may ben¬ 
efit from the association. O Candida is a com¬ 
mensal in the mouths of 50% of healthy adults. 
(note: If a commensal causes harm, it is a par¬ 
asite.) ■ adjective living on another animal or 
plant 

comminuted fracture /.kominjuitid 
'frsektjo/ noun a fracture where the bone is 
broken in several places 
Commission for Health Improvement in 

the UK, the independent inspection body for 
the National Health Service, with the role of 


helping to raise standards of patient care. It 
aims to identify where improvement is re¬ 
quired and share good practice. Abbr CHI 
commissure /'komisjuo/ noun a structure 
which joins two similar tissues, e.g. a group of 
nerves which crosses from one part of the cen¬ 
tral nervous system to another. C> corpus callo¬ 
sum, grey commissure, white commissure 
commit /ko'mit/ verb to arrange legally for 
someone to enter a mental health facility, per¬ 
haps without the person’s consent 
commitment /ko'mitmont/ noun an act of 
legally making someone enter a mental health 
facility 

Committee on Safety of Medicines /ko 

,miti Dn .seifti ov 'med(3)sinz/ noun the of¬ 
ficial body which advises the British Govern¬ 
ment on the safety and quality of medicines 
commode /ko'moud/ noun a special chair 
with a removable basin used as a toilet by peo¬ 
ple with limited mobility 
common / 'komon/ adjective 1. frequently oc¬ 
curring 2. shared □ (in) common belonging to 
more than one thing or person O These viral 
diseases have several symptoms in common. 
common bile duct /.kmnon 'bail dAkt/ 
noun a duct leading to the duodenum, formed 
of the hepatic and cystic ducts 
common carotid artery /.kmnon ko'rDtid 
,a:tori/ noun the main artery running up each 
side of the lower part of the neck. Also called 
carotid 

common cold /.kmnon 'kould/ noun same 

as cold 

common hepatic duct /.kDmon hi'paetik 
dAkt/ noun a duct from the liver formed when 
the right and left hepatic ducts join 
common iliac artery /.kmnon 'iliaek 
,aitori/ noun one of two arteries which branch 
from the aorta in the abdomen and in turn di¬ 
vide into the internal iliac artery, leading to the 
pelvis, and the external iliac artery, leading to 
the leg 

common iliac vein /.komon 1 ilisek vein/ 
noun one of the veins draining the legs, pelvis 
and abdomen, which unite to form the inferior 
vena cava 

common salt /.komon 'soilt/ noun a white 
powder used to make food, especially meat, 
fish and vegetables, taste better. Also called 

sodium chloride 

comment: Too much salt in the diet is to be 

avoided, as it is implicated in hypertension. 

Persistent diarrhoea or vomiting can lead to a 

dangerous loss of salt from the body, 
common wart /.krnnon 'woit/ noun a wart 
which appears mainly on the hands 
communicable disease /ko 

,mju:nik9b(9)l di'ziiz/ noun a disease which 
can be passed from one person to another or 
from an animal to a person. [) contagious dis¬ 
ease, infectious disease 
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communicating artery /ko'mjuinikeitig 
, a: tori/ noun one of the arteries which connect 
the blood supply from each side of the brain, 
forming part of the circle of Willis 
community /ko'mjumiti/ noun a group of 
people who live and work in a district O The 
health services serve the local community. 
community care /ko.mjumiti 'keo/ noun 
the providing of help to people such as those 
who are elderly or mentally ill in order to al¬ 
low them to stay in their own homes, rather 
than requiring them to be cared for in hospitals 
or care homes 

community health /ko.mjuimti 'hel0/ 
noun the health of a local community, or pro¬ 
vision of services for a local community 
community health council /ko.mjumiti 
'hel0 ,kaunsol/ noun a statutory body of inter¬ 
ested people from outside the medical profes¬ 
sions charged with putting forward the pa¬ 
tients’ point of view on local health issues. 
Abbr CHC 

community hospital /ko'mjuimti ,hDs 
pit(o)l/ noun a hospital serving a local com¬ 
munity 

community medicine /ko'mjumiti 
'med(o)s(o)n/ noun the study of medical prac¬ 
tice which examines groups of people and the 
health of the community, including housing, 
pollution and other environmental factors 
community mental health nurse /ko 
,mju:niti ,ment(o)l 'hel0 ,n3is/ noun a spe¬ 
cialist nurse who works in a particular district 
visiting people in the area with mental health 
problems. Abbr CMHN 

community midwife /ko.mjuimti midf 
waif/ noun a midwife who works in a commu¬ 
nity as part of a primary health care team 
community nurse/ko.mjuiniti 'n3is/ noun 
a nurse who treats people in a local community 
community psychiatric nurse /ko 
.mjuiniti .saiki'cetrik/ noun . Also called 
community mental health nurse. Abbr CPN 
community services /ko.mjumiti 's3ivisiz/ 
plural noun nursing services which are availa¬ 
ble to the community 

community trust /ko.mjumiti 'trAst/ noun 
an independent non-profit-making body set up 
to represent an area of public concern 
compact bone /.kompaskt 'boun/ noun a 
type of bone tissue which forms the hard outer 
layer of a bone. See illustration at bone struc¬ 
ture in Supplement 

compatibility /koir^pseti'biliti/ noun 1. the 
ability of two drugs not to interfere with each 
other when administered together 2. the ability 
of a body to accept organs, tissue or blood 
from another person and not to reject them 
compatible /kom'paetib(o)l/ adjective able 
to function together without being rejected O 
The surgeons are trying to find a compatible 


donor or a donor with a compatible blood 
group. 

compensate /'komponseit/ verb 1. to give 
someone an amount of money or something 
else to pay for loss or damage 2. (of an organ) 
to make good the failure of an organ by mak¬ 
ing another organ, or the undamaged parts of 
the same organ, function at a higher level O 
The heart has to beat more strongly to com¬ 
pensate for the narrowing of the arteries. 3. to 
emphasise a particular ability or personality 
characteristic in order to make the lack of an¬ 
other one seem less bad 
compensation ^kompon'seiJXojn/ noun 1. 
something which makes something else seem 
less bad or less serious 2. an amount of money 
or something else given to pay for loss or dam¬ 
age O The drugs caused him to develop breath¬ 
ing problems, so he thinks he’s entitled to med¬ 
ical compensation. 3. the act of giving money 
to pay for loss or damage O compensation for 
loss of a limb 4. a situation where the body 
helps to correct a problem in a particular organ 
by making another organ, or the undamaged 
parts of the same organ, function at a higher 
level 5. behaviour that emphasises a particular 
ability or personality characteristic in order to 
make the lack of another one seem less bad 
competence /'kDmpit(o)ns/ noun the abili¬ 
ty to do something well, measured against a 
standard, especially ability which you get 
through experience or training O encouraging 
the development of professional competence in 
the delivery of care to patients 
complaint /kom'pleint/ noun 1. an expres¬ 
sion of dissatisfaction about something or 
someone O The hospital administrator 
wouldn’t listen to the complaints of the con¬ 
sultants. 2. an illness O a chest complaint O a 
nervous complaint 

complement noun /'kDmplimont/ a sub¬ 
stance which forms part of blood plasma and is 
essential to the work of antibodies and anti¬ 
gens ■ verb/'kDmpliment/to complete some¬ 
thing by providing useful or pleasing qualities 
which it does not itself have 
complementary /.kompli'mentCojri/ adjec¬ 
tive 1. combining with or adding to something 
else O Ultrasound and CT provide comple¬ 
mentary information. 2. used in or using com¬ 
plementary medicine O complementary thera¬ 
pies 3. referring to genes which are necessary 
to each other and produce their effect only 
when they are present together 
complementary medicine /.kompli 
ment(o)ri 'med(o)sin/ noun alternative medi¬ 
cine in the forms which are now accepted by 
practitioners of conventional Western medi¬ 
cine, e.g. acupuncture and osteopathy 
complement fixation test /.kompli.ment 
fik'seiJ(o)n test/ noun a test to measure the 
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amount of complement in antibodies and anti¬ 
gens. Abbr CFT 

complete abortion /kom.pliit 9'bo:J(o)n/ 
noun an abortion where the whole contents of 
the uterus are expelled 

complete blood count /kom.pliit 'bUd 
kaunt/ noun a test to find the exact numbers of 
each type of blood cell in a sample of blood. 
Abbr CBC 

complex /'kompleks/ noun 1. [in psychiatry) 
a group of ideas which are based on the expe¬ 
rience a person has had in the past and which 
influence the way he or she behaves 2. a group 
of items, buildings or organs O He works in the 
new laboratory complex. 3. a group of signs 
and symptoms due to a particular cause. 0 syn¬ 
drome ■ adjective complicated O A gastroin¬ 
testinal fistula can cause many complex prob¬ 
lems, including fluid depletion. 
complexion /kom'plekjon/ noun the gener¬ 
al colour of the skin on the face O People with 
fair complexions burn easily in the sun. 
compliance /kom'plaions/ noun the agree¬ 
ment of a patient to co-operate with a treat¬ 
ment 

complicated fracture /.komplikeitid 
'frsektjo/ noun a fracture with an associated 
injury of tissue, as when a bone has punctured 
an artery 

complication /.kompli'keiJXojn/ noun 1. a 
condition in which two or more conditions ex¬ 
ist in someone, whether or not they are con¬ 
nected O He was admitted to hospital suffering 
from pneumonia with complications. 2. a situ¬ 
ation in which someone develops a second 
condition which changes the course of treat¬ 
ment for the first O She appeared to be improv¬ 
ing, but complications set in and she died in a 
few hours. 

‘...sickle cell chest syndrome is a common compli¬ 
cation of sickle cell disease, presenting with chest 
pain, fever and leucocytosis’ [British Medical Jour¬ 
nal ] 

‘.. .venous air embolism is a potentially fatal compli¬ 
cation of percutaneous venous catheterization’ 
[Southern Medical Journal ] 

compos mentis /.kompDs 'mentis/ adjec¬ 
tive not affected by a mental disorder (note: 
The phrase is from Latin and means ‘of sound 
mind’.) 

compound /'kompaund/ noun a chemical 
substance made up of two or more components 
■ adjective made up of two or more compo¬ 
nents 

compound fracture /.kompaund 
'frsektjo/ noun a fracture where the skin sur¬ 
face is damaged or where the broken bone pen¬ 
etrates the surface of the skin. Also called 

open fracture 

compress noun /'kmnpres/ a wad of cloth 
soaked in hot or cold liquid and applied to the 
skin to relieve pain or swelling, or to force pus 


out of an infected wound ■ verb /kom' pres/ to 
squeeze or press something 
compressed air sickness /kom,prest 'eo 
.siknos/ noun same as caisson disease 
compression /kom'preJXojn/ noun 1. the 
act of squeezing or pressing O The first-aider 
applied compression to the chest of the casual¬ 
ty. 2. a serious condition in which the brain is 
compressed by blood or cerebrospinal fluid 
accumulating in it or by a fractured skull 
compression stocking /kom,preJ(9)n 
'stokig/ noun a strong elastic stocking worn to 
support a weak joint in the knee or to hold var¬ 
icose veins tightly 

compression syndrome /kom'preJXojn 
jSindroum/ noun pain in muscles after strenu¬ 
ous exercise 

compulsion /kom'pAlJon/ noun 1. an act of 
forcing someone to do something, or the fact 
of being forced to do something O You are un¬ 
der no compulsion to treat a violent patient. 2. 
a strong psychological force which makes 
someone do something, often unwillingly O 
She felt a sudden compulsion to wash her 
hands again. 

compulsive /kom'pAlsiv/ adjective referring 
to a feeling which cannot be stopped O She has 
a compulsive desire to steal. 
compulsive eating /kom.pAlsiv 'iitiq/ noun 
a psychological condition in which someone 
has a continual desire to eat. [> bulimia 
compulsive-obsessive disorder /kom 
.pAlsiv ob'sesiv dis.oido/ noun same as ob¬ 
sessive-compulsive disorder 
compulsory admission /kom.pAlsori od 
'miJ(o)n/ noun the process of admitting some¬ 
one who is mentally ill to hospital for treat¬ 
ment whether or not they consent 
computed tomography /kom.pjuitid to 
'mogrofi/ noun same as computerised axial 
tomography. Abbr CT 

computerised axial tomography /kom 
,pju:toraizd .asksiol to'mogrofi/ noun a sys¬ 
tem of examining the body in which a narrow 
X-ray beam, guided by a computer, photo¬ 
graphs a thin section of the body or of an organ 
from several angles, using the computer to 
build up an image of the section. Abbr CAT. 
Also called computed tomography 
-conazole /kDnozoul/ suffix used in the 
names of antifungal drugs O fluconazole 
concave /'konkeiv/ adjective curving to¬ 
wards the inside O a concave lens 
conceive /kon'siiv/ verb 1. (of a woman) to 
become pregnant with a child, t conception 2. 
□ to be conceived (of a child) to come into ex¬ 
istence through the fertilisation of an ovum O 
Our son was conceived during our holiday in 
Italy. 

concentrate /'konsontreit/ noun a solution 
from which water has been removed ■ verb 1. 
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to give full attention to something 2. □ to con¬ 
centrate on to examine something in particu¬ 
lar 3. to reduce a solution and increase its 
strength by evaporation 
concept /'kDnsept/ noun a thought or idea, 
or something which someone might be able to 
imagine 

conception /kon'sepjon/ noun the point at 
which a woman becomes pregnant and the de¬ 
velopment of a baby starts 
comment: Conception is usually taken to be 
either the moment when the sperm cell fertilis¬ 
es the ovum, or a few days later, when the fer¬ 
tilised ovum attaches itself to the wall of the 
uterus. 

conceptual framework /kon.septjuol 
'freimw3ik/ noun the theoretical basis on 
which something is formed 
conceptus /kon'septos/ noun an embryo or 
fetus together with all the tissues that surround 
it during pregnancy (note: The plural is con- 
ceptuses.) 

concha /'kopko/ noun a part of the body 
shaped like a shell (note: The plural is con- 
chae.) 

concha auriculae /.kopko oi'rikjuli:/ noun 
the depressed part of the outer ear that leads to 
the inner ear 

concordance /kon'ko:d(3)ns/ noun 1. a 
state in which two or more things are in the 
correct or expected relationship to each other. 
For example, the atrioventricular concordance 
is the relationship between the atria and the 
ventricles in the heart. 2. the fact of two related 
people sharing the same genetic characteristic 
O the concordance of schizophrenia in identi¬ 
cal twins 3. an agreement between a profes¬ 
sional and a patient on a course of treatment, 
especially related to use of medicines 
concretion /k9n'kri:J(o)n/ noun a mass of 
hard material which forms in the body, e.g. a 
gallstone or deposits on bone in arthritis 
concussed /kon'kASt/ adjective referring to 
someone who has been hit on the head and has 
lost and then regained consciousness O He 
was walking around in a concussed state. 
concussion /kon'kAj(9)n/ noun 1. the act of 
applying force to any part of the body 2. loss 
of consciousness for a short period, caused by 
a blow to the head 

concussive /kon'kASiv/ adjective causing 
concussion 

condensed /kon'denst/ adjective made 
compact or more dense 
condition /kon'diJ(3)n/ noun 1. the particu¬ 
lar state of someone or something O in poor 
condition O Her condition is getting worse. O 
The conditions in the hospital are very good. 2. 
a particular illness, injury or disorder O He is 
being treated for a heart condition. 
conditioned reflex /kon,diJ(3)nd 'riifleks/ 
noun an automatic reaction by a person to a 


stimulus, or an expected reaction to a stimulus 
which comes from past experience 
conditioned response /kon,diJ(3)nd ri 
'spDns/ noun a response to a stimulus as a re¬ 
sult of associating it with an earlier stimulus 
comment: The classic example of a condi¬ 
tioned response is Pavlov’s experiment with 
dogs in which they produced saliva, ready to 
eat their food, when a bell rang, because on 
previous occasions they had been fed when 
the bell was rung. 

condom /'kondom/ noun a rubber sheath 
worn on the penis during intercourse as a con¬ 
traceptive and also as a protection against sex¬ 
ually transmitted disease 
conducting system /kon'dAktig .sistom/ 
noun the nerve system in the heart which links 
an atrium to a ventricle, so that the two beat at 
the same rate 

conduction /kon'dAkJon/ noun the process 
of passing heat, sound or nervous impulses 
from one part of the body to another 
conduction fibre /kon'dAk Jon ,faibo/ noun 
a fibre which transmits impulses, e.g. in the 
bundle of His 

conductive /kon'dAktiv/ adjective referring 
to conduction 

conductive deafness /kon,dAktiv 'defnos/, 
conductive hearing loss /kon.dAktiv 'hiorig 
Ids/ noun deafness caused by inadequate con¬ 
duction of sound into the inner ear 
conductor /kon'dAkto/ noun 1. a substance 
or object which allows heat, electricity, light or 
sound to pass along it or through it 2. a tube 
with a groove in it along which a knife is slid 
to cut open a sinus 

condyle /'kondail/ noun a rounded end of a 
bone which articulates with another 
condyloid process /'kondibid ,prouses/ 
noun a projecting part at each end of the lower 
jaw which forms the head of the jaw, joining 
the jaw to the skull 

condyloma /.kondiToumo/ noun a growth 
usually found on the vulva (note: The plural is 
condylomas or condylomata.) 
cone /koun/ noun 1. a shape with a circular 
base or top and a part that tapers to a point, or 
an object with this shape 2. one of two types of 
cell in the retina of the eye which is sensitive 
to light, used especially in the perception of 
bright light and colour. £> rod ■ verb to show a 
rapid change for the worse in neurological 
condition due to herniation of the midbrain 
through the foramen magnum in the skull, 
caused by raised pressure inside the brain 
(note: cones - coning - coned) 
cone biopsy /'koun bai.Dpsi/ noun the re¬ 
moving of a cone of tissue from the cervix for 
examination 

confabulation /kon,f£eju'leiJ(o)n/ noun the 
act of making up plausible stories to cover up 
loss of memory 
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confidentiality ^konfidenji'asliti/ noun an 
obligation not to reveal professional informa¬ 
tion about a person or organisation 
confined /kon'faind/ adjective kept in a 
place O She was confined to bed with pneumo¬ 
nia. O Since his accident he has been confined 
to a wheelchair. 

confinement /kon'fainmont/ noun the peri¬ 
od when a woman giving birth stays in hospi¬ 
tal, from the beginning of labour until some 
time after the birth of her baby. This period is 
very short nowadays. 

confounding factor /kon'faundig .faekto/ 
noun a factor which has an association with 
both a disease and a risk factor and thus com¬ 
plicates the nature of the relationship between 
them 

confused /kon'fjuizd/ adjective unable to 
think clearly or act rationally O Many severely 
confused patients do not respond to spoken 
communication. 

confusion /kon'fju:3(3)n/ noun the state of 
being confused 

congeal /kon'd 3 i:l/ verb {of fat or blood) to 
become solid 

congenita /kon'd3enit3/ > amyotonia con¬ 
genita 

congenital /kon'd3enit(9)l/ adjective exist¬ 
ing at or before birth 

congenital aneurysm /k3n,d3emtO)l 
'£enj9riz(3)m/ noun a weakening of the arter¬ 
ies at the base of the brain, present at birth 
congenital anomaly /k9n,d3emt(3)l o 
'nomoli/ noun a medical condition arising dur¬ 
ing development of the fetus and present at 
birth. Also called congenital defect 
comment: A congenital condition is not al¬ 
ways inherited from a parent through the 
genes, as it may be due to factors such as a 
disease which the mother had during preg¬ 
nancy, e.g. German measles, or a drug which 
she has taken. 

congenital cataract /kon,d3enit(3)l 
'kastoraskt/ noun a cataract which is present at 
birth 

congenital defect /k9n,d3emt(»l 

'diifekt/ noun same as congenital anomaly 
(note: The word ‘defect’ is now avoided.) 
congenital dislocation of the hip /kon 
l d 3 enit(o)l dislo l keiJ'(3)n ov do 'hip/ noun a 
condition in which a person is bom with weak 
ligaments in the hip, so that the femur does not 
stay in position in the pelvis 
congenital heart disease /kon,d 3 emt(o)l 
'halt di.ziiz/, congenital heart defect /kon 
,d3enit(9)l 'halt ,diifekt/ noun a heart condi¬ 
tion existing at birth 

congenital hyperthyroidism noun a dis¬ 
ease caused by a malfunction of the thyroid be¬ 
fore birth or in early life 


congenitally /kon'd 3 enitli/ adverb at or be¬ 
fore birth O The baby is congenitally incapa¬ 
ble of absorbing gluten. 

congenital malformation /kon^emtOjl 
.maelfoi'meiJXojn/ noun a malformation 
which is present at birth, e.g. a cleft palate 
congenital syphilis /kon^emtOjl 'sifilis/ 
noun syphilis which is passed on from a moth¬ 
er to her unborn child 

congenital toxoplasmosis /kon^emtOjl 
.tDksoupkez'mousis/ noun a condition in 
which a baby has been infected with toxoplas¬ 
mosis by its mother while still in the uterus 
congested /kon'dsestid/ adjective with 
blood or fluid inside □ congested face a red 
face, caused by blood rushing to the face 
congestion /kon'd3estj9n/ noun an accu¬ 
mulation of blood in an organ. [) nasal conges¬ 
tion 

congestive /kon'd 3 estiv/ adjective referring 
to congestion 

congestive heart failure /kon^estiv 
'halt .feiljo/ noun a condition in which the 
heart is unable to pump away the blood return¬ 
ing to it fast enough, causing congestion in the 
veins 

coni /'kouni/ plural of conus 
conisation /.konai'zei/(o)n/ f conization 

noun the surgical removal of a cone-shaped 
piece of tissue 

conjoined twins /kon^oind 'twinz /plural 
noun twins who are joined together at birth. 
Also called Siamese twins 
comment: Conjoined twins are always identi¬ 
cal and can be joined at the head, chest or 
hip. In some cases they can be separated by 
surgery, but this is not possible if they share a 
single important organ such as the heart, 
conjugate /'kDnd 3 ugot/, conjugate diame¬ 
ter /,kDnd 3 ugot dai'aemito/ noun a measure¬ 
ment of space in a woman’s pelvis, used to cal¬ 
culate if it is large enough for a child to be de¬ 
livered 

conjunctiva /,kDnd3Ar)k'taiv3/ noun a 
membrane which covers the front of the eye¬ 
ball and the inside of the eyelids. See illustra¬ 
tion at eye in Supplement (note: The plural is 
conjunctivas or conjunctivae.) 
conjunctival /,kDnd3Ar)k'tarv(9)l/ adjective 
referring to the conjunctiva 
conjunctivitis /kon^Agkti'vaitis/ noun 
inflammation of the conjunctiva from a range 
of causes 

connective tissue /ko.nektiv 'tiju:/ noun 
tissue which forms the main part of bones and 
cartilage, ligaments and tendons, in which a 
large proportion of fibrous material surrounds 
the tissue cells 

Conn’s syndrome /'konz .sindroum/ noun 
a condition in which excessive production of 
the hormone aldosterone causes fluid retention 
and high blood pressure 



consanguinity 

consanguinity /.kDnsasg'gwimti/ noun a 
blood relationship between people 
conscious /'kDnJos/ adjective 1. awake and 
aware of what is happening O He became con¬ 
scious in the recovery room two hours after the 
operation. 2. deliberate and intended O a con¬ 
scious choice 

-conscious /kDnJos/ suffix giving impor¬ 
tance to O health-conscious O safety-con¬ 
scious 

consciously /'konjosli/ adverb in a deliber¬ 
ate and knowing way 

consciousness /'konjosnos/ noun the state 
of being mentally alert and knowing what is 
happening □ to lose consciousness to become 
unconscious □ to regain consciousness to be¬ 
come conscious after being unconscious 
consensus management /kon'sensos 
,m£enid 3 mont/ noun a form of management 
which aims to get everyone to agree on what 
actions should be taken 
consent /kon'sent/ noun agreement to allow 
someone to do something O The parents gave 
their consent for their son’s heart to be used in 
the transplant operation. 
consent form /kon'sent fo:m/ noun a form 
which a patient signs to show that he or she 
agrees to have a particular operation 
conservative /kon'ssivotiv/ adjective 1 . re¬ 
luctant to accept new things 2. (of a treatment) 
designed to help relieve symptoms or preserve 
health with a minimum of medical interven¬ 
tion or risk O Symptoms usually resolve with 
conservative treatment. 
consolidation /kon.soli'deiJXo)^ noun 1 . a 
stage in mending a broken bone in which the 
callus formed at the break changes into bone 2. 
a condition in which part of the lung becomes 
solid, e.g. in pneumonia 
constipated /'kDnstipeitid/ adjective una¬ 
ble to pass faeces often enough 
constipation /,kDnsti'peiJ(9)n/ noun diffi¬ 
culty in passing faeces 
comment: Constipated bowel movements are 
hard and may cause pain in the anus. Consti¬ 
pation may be caused by worry or by a diet 
which does not contain enough roughage or 
by lack of exercise, as well as by more serious 
diseases of the intestine, 
constituent /kon'stitjuont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which forms part of something O the 
chemical constituents of nerve cells 
constitution /,kDnsti'tju:J(3)n/ noun the 
general health and strength of a person O She 
has a strong constitution or a healthy constitu¬ 
tion. O He has a weak constitution and is often 
ill. 

constitutional /.kDnsti'tjuiJ^nol/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a person’s constitution ■ noun 
a short walk taken for health reasons 
constitutionally /.kDnsti'tjuiJ^n^li/ 
adverb because of a person’s constitution 


constrict /kon'strikt/ verb 1. to make a pas¬ 
sage narrower O a constricted bowel 2. to slow 
down or stop the flow of something such as 
blood 

constriction /kon'strikjon/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of becoming narrow, or the state of being 
narrow. [) stenosis 

constrictive /kon'striktiv/ adjective re¬ 
stricting 

constrictive pericarditis /kon.striktiv 
perikai'daitis/ noun same as chronic pericar¬ 
ditis 

constrictor /kon'strikto/ noun a muscle 
which squeezes an organ or which makes an 
organ contract 

consult /kon'sAlt/ verb to ask someone for 
his or her opinion O He consulted an eye spe¬ 
cialist. 

consultancy /kon'sAltonsi/ noun the post of 
consultant O She was appointed to a consul¬ 
tancy at a London hospital. 
consultant /kon'sAltont/ noun a doctor who 
is a senior specialist in a particular branch of 
medicine and who is consulted by GPs O She 
was referred to a consultant at the orthopaedic 
hospital. 

consultation /.kDnsol'teiJXo)^ noun 1 . a 
discussion between two doctors about a case 2. 
a meeting between a doctor and a patient, in 
which the doctor may examine the patient, dis¬ 
cuss his or her condition and prescribe treat¬ 
ment 

consulting room /kon'sAltir) ru:m/ noun a 
room where a doctor sees his or her patients 
consumption /kon'sAmpJon/ noun 1 . the 
act of taking food or liquid into the body O the 
patient’s increased consumption of alcohol 2. 
a former name for pulmonary tuberculosis 
contact /'kDntsekt/ noun 1. an act of touch¬ 
ing someone or something, or the state of 
touching □ to have (physical) contact with 
someone or something to actually touch 
someone or something □ to be in or come into 
contact with someone to be near to or touch¬ 
ing someone O The hospital is anxious to trace 
anyone who may have come into contact with 
the patient. 2. an act of getting in touch or 
communicating with someone 3. a person who 
has been in contact with a person suffering 
from an infectious disease O Now that Lassa 
fever has been diagnosed, the authorities are 
anxious to trace all contacts which the patient 
may have met. ■ verb to meet or get in touch 
with someone 

contact dermatitis /.kontaskt ,d3:m9 
't ait is/ noun inflammation of the skin caused 
by touch, e.g. by touching some types of plant, 
soap or chemical. Also called irritant dermati¬ 
tis 

contact lens /'kontsekt lenz/ noun a tiny 
plastic lens which fits over the eyeball and is 
worn instead of spectacles to improve eyesight 
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contact tracing /'kontcekt .treisir)/ noun 
the process of tracing people with whom 
someone with an infectious disease has been in 
contact 

contagion /kon'teid39n/ noun 1 . the process 
of spreading a disease by touching an infected 
person or objects which an infected person has 
touched 2. a disease spread by touch O The 
contagion spread through the whole school. 
contagious /kon'teid33s/ adjective able to 
be transmitted by touching an infected person 
or objects which an infected person has 
touched □ contagious stage the period when a 
disease such as chickenpox is contagious and 
can be transmitted to someone else 
contagious disease /kon,teid33s di'ziiz/ 
noun a disease which can be transmitted by 
touching an infected person or objects which 
an infected person has touched. () communica¬ 
ble disease, infectious disease 
containment /kon'teinmont/ noun 1 . action 
taken to restrict the spread of something unde¬ 
sirable or dangerous such as a disease O gov¬ 
ernment policy of containment of the SARS vi¬ 
rus 2. the eradication of a global disease such 
as smallpox by removing it region by region 
contaminant /kon'tceminont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which contaminates something 
contaminate /kon'tsemineit/ verb 1 . to 
make something impure by touching it or by 
adding something to it O Supplies of drinking 
water were contaminated by refuse from the 
factories. O The whole group of tourists fell ill 
after eating contaminated food. 2. to spread in¬ 
fection to someone or something 
contamination /kon.tsemi'neiJXojn/ noun 
the action of contaminating something, or the 
state of being contaminated O The contamina¬ 
tion resulted from polluted water. 
continence /'kontinons/ noun 1 . the ability 
to control the discharge of urine and faeces 2. 
self-restraint 

continent /'kontinont/ adjective able to ex¬ 
ercise control over the discharge of urine and 
faeces 

continuing education /kon.tinjuir) edju 
'keij(9)n/ noun regular courses or training de¬ 
signed to bring professional people up to date 
with the latest developments in their particular 
field 

continuous ambulatory peritoneal dial¬ 
ysis /k9n,tinju3s ,2embjul3t(9)ri perito 
,ni:9l dai'celosis/ noun a method of dialysis of 
people while they are walking about. Abbr 

CAPD 

continuous positive airways pressure 

/kon.tinjuos .pDzitiv 'eoweiz ,preJo/ noun a 
method used in intensive care which forces air 
into the lungs of someone with lung collapse. 
Abbr CPAP^ 

contra- /kontro/ prefix against, opposite, con¬ 
trasting 


contraception ^kontro'sepjon/ noun the 
prevention of pregnancy, e.g. by using devices 
such as a condom or an IUD, or drugs in the 
form of contraceptive pills or injections at reg¬ 
ular intervals. Also called birth control 
contraceptive /.kontro'septiv/ adjective 
preventing conception O a contraceptive de¬ 
vice or drug ■ noun a drug or device which 
prevents pregnancy 

contraceptive sheath /.kontro'septiv 
Ji:0/ noun same as condom 
contraceptive sponge /.kontro'septiv 
spAnd 3 / noun a piece of synthetic sponge im¬ 
pregnated with spermicide, which is inserted 
into the vagina before intercourse 
contract /kon'traskt/ verb 1 . to become 
smaller and tighter, or make a muscle or part of 
the body smaller and tighter O As the muscle 
contracts the limb moves. O The diaphragm 
acts to contract the chest. 2. to catch a disease 
O He contracted Lassa fever. 3. to make a for¬ 
mal or legally binding agreement with some¬ 
one to do something O An outside firm is con¬ 
tracted to do the hospital cleaning. ■ noun a 
formal or legally binding agreement 
contractibility /'kontrsektibiliti/ noun the 
capacity to contract 

contractile tissue /kon.trasktail 'tiju:/ 
noun the tissue in muscle which makes the 
muscle contract 

contraction /kon'traskjon/ noun 1 . the act of 
making something smaller or of becoming 
smaller O the contraction of dental services 2. 
a tightening movement which makes a muscle 
shorter, which makes the pupil of the eye 
smaller or which makes the skin wrinkle 3. a 
movement of the muscles of the uterus occur¬ 
ring during childbirth O Her contractions be¬ 
gan at one o ’clock. 

contracture /kon'trasktj'o/ noun a perma¬ 
nent tightening of a muscle caused by fibrosis 
contraindication /.kontroindi'keiJXojn/ 
noun something which suggests that someone 
should not be treated with a specific drug or 
not continue with a specific treatment because 
circumstances make that treatment unsuitable 
contralateral /.kDntro'last oral/ adjective lo¬ 
cated on or affecting the opposite side of the 
body. Opposite ipsilateral 
contrast medium /'kDntraist ,mi:di3m/ 
noun a radio-opaque dye, or sometimes gas, 
put into an organ or part of the body so that it 
will show clearly in an X-ray photograph O In 
an MRI scan no contrast medium is required; 
in a CAT scan iodine-based contrast media are 
often required. 

contrecoup /'kontroku:/ noun an injury to 
one point of an organ such as the brain, caused 
by a blow received on an opposite point of the 
organ 

control verb 1 . to have the ability or authority 
to direct someone or something O Sometimes 
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we need help to control people who think they 
have waited too long. 2. to limit or restrain 
something O administered drugs to control the 
pain ■ noun 1. the ability or authority to con¬ 
trol something O After her stroke she had no 
control over her left arm. O The administra¬ 
tors are in control of the admissions policy. 2. 
a person or group whose test data are used as a 
comparison in a study 3. a comparison in a 
study 

control group /kon'troul gruip/ noun a 
group of people who are not being treated but 
whose test data are used as a comparison in a 
study 

controlled drug /kon.trould 'drAg/ noun a 
drug which is not freely available, which is re¬ 
stricted by law and classified as A, B, or C and 
of which possession may be an offence. Also 
called controlled substance 
controlled respiration /kon.trould ,respo 
'reij(9)n/ noun the control of a person’s 
breathing by an anaesthetist during an opera¬ 
tion, when regular breathing has stopped 
controlled substance /kon.trould 
'sAbstons/ noun same as controlled drug 
controlled trial /kon.trould 'traiol/ noun a 
trial in which members of one group are treat¬ 
ed with a test substance and those of another 
group are treated with a placebo as a control 
controls assurance /kon'troulz a 
Juorons/ noun a process designed to provide 
evidence that NHS organisations are doing 
their best to manage themselves both in order 
to meet their objectives and to protect patients, 
staff and the public against risks of all kinds 
contused wound /kon.tjuizd 'wu:nd/ 
noun a wound caused by a blow where the skin 
is bruised as well as tom and bleeding 
contusion /kon'tju:3(3)n/ noun same as 
bruise 

conus /'kounos/ noun a structure shaped like 
a cone (note: The plural is coni.) 
convalesce /.konvo'les/ verb to get back to 
good health gradually after an illness or oper¬ 
ation 

convalescence /.konvo'lesOjns/ noun a 
period of time when someone is convalescing 
convalescent /.kDnvo'lesOjnt/ adjective 
referring to convalescence ■ noun someone 
who is convalescing 

convalescent home /.konvo'lesOjnt 
houm/ noun a type of hospital where people 
can recover from illness or surgery 
convergent strabismus /kon,v3:d39nt 
stro'bizmos/, convergent squint /kon 
,V3:d3ont 'skwint/ noun a condition in which 
one or both of a person’s eyes look towards the 
nose. Also called cross eye 
conversion /k9n'v3:J(9)n/ noun the process 
of changing one thing into another O the con¬ 
version of nutrients into tissue 


convex /'kDnveks/ adjective curving towards 
the outside O a convex lens 
convoluted /'konvoluitid/ adjective folded 
and twisted 

convoluted tubule /.konvoluitid 
't ju:bju:l/ noun a coiled part of a nephron 
convolution /.konvoTuiJXojn/ noun a twist¬ 
ed shape O the convolutions of the surface of 
the cerebrum 

convulse /kon'vAls/ verb to shake violently 
and uncontrollably 

convulsion /kon'vAlJon/ noun the rapid in¬ 
voluntary contracting and relaxing of the mus¬ 
cles in several parts of the body O The child 
had convulsions. i> fit (note: Often used in the 
plural.) 

comment: Convulsions in children may be 
caused by brain disease such as meningitis 
but can also often be found at the beginning of 
a disease such as pneumonia which is 
marked by a sudden rise in body temperature. 

In adults, convulsions are usually associated 
with epilepsy. 

convulsive /kon'vAlsiv/ adjective referring 
to convulsions O He had a convulsive seizure. 

0 electroconvulsive therapy 
Cooley’s anaemia /'kuiliz o.niimio/ noun 
same as thalassaemia [Described 1927. After 
Thomas Benton Cooley (1871-1945), Professor 
of Paediatrics at Wayne College of Medicine, 
Detroit, USA.] 

Coombs’ test /'kuimz test/ noun a test for 
antibodies in red blood cells, used as a test for 
erythroblastosis fetalis and other haemolytic 
syndromes [Described 1945. After Robin Roys- 
ton Amos Coombs (1921- ), Quick Professor of 
Biology, and Fellow of Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, UK.] 

coordinate /kou'oidineit/ verb 1. to make 
things work together O He was unable to coor¬ 
dinate the movements of his arms and legs. 2. 
to organise a complex procedure 
‘.. .there are four recti muscles and two oblique mus¬ 
cles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of 
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’ 
[Nursing Times] 

coordination /kou.oidi'neiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the combining of two or more things as an ef¬ 
fective unit, or the way things combine effec¬ 
tively O requires coordination between nurs¬ 
ing staff and doctors 2. the ability to use two or 
more parts of the body at the same time to car¬ 
ry out a movement or task O The patient 
showed lack of coordination between eyes and 
hands. 

‘Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive disorder which 
sees a gradual decline in intellectual functioning and 
deterioration of physical coordination’ [Nursing 
Times] 

COPD abbr chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease 

coping mechanism /'koupig 

,mek9niz(3)m/ noun a method of dealing with 
situations which cause psychological stress 



copper /'kops/ noun a metallic trace element 
(note: The chemical symbol is Cu.) 
copr- /kDpr/ prefix faeces 
coprolith /'koproliG/ noun a lump of hard 
faeces in the bowel 

coproporphyrin /.kDpro'poiforin/ noun 
porphyrin excreted by the liver 
copulate /'kopjuleit/ verb to have sexual in¬ 
tercourse 

copulation /.kDpju'leiJOjn/ noun same as 
sexual intercourse 
cor /ko:/ noun the heart 
coraco-acromial /.korokou o'kroumiol/ 
adjective referring to the coracoid process and 
the acromion 

coracobrachialis /.korokoubraeki'eilis/ 
noun a muscle on the medial side of the upper 
arm, below the armpit 

coracoid process /'korokoid .prouses/ 
noun a projecting part on the shoulder blade 
cord /ko:d/ noun a long flexible structure in 
the body like a thread 

cordectomy /koi'dektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove a vocal cord (note: The 
plural is cordectomies.) 
cordon sanitaire /,ko:dDn .ssem 1 tea/ noun 
a restriction of movement to and from an area 
to control the spread of a disease 
cordotomy /koi'datami/ noun another spell¬ 
ing of chordotomy 

corectopia /.koirek'toupio/ noun ectopia of 
the pupil of the eye 

corium /'koiriom/ noun same as dermis 
corn /ko:n/ noun a hard painful lump of skin 
usually on a foot, where something such as a 
tight shoe has rubbed or pressed on the skin. 
Also called heloma 

cornea /'koinio/ noun a transparent part of 
the front of the eyeball. See illustration at eye 
in Supplement (note: The plural is corneae. 
For other terms referring to the cornea, see 
words beginning with kerat-, kerato-.) 
corneal /'koiniol/ adjective relating to a cor¬ 
nea 

corneal abrasion /.koiniol o'brei 3 (o)n/ 
noun a scratch on the cornea, caused by some¬ 
thing sharp getting into the eye 
corneal bank /'koiniol baerjk/ noun a place 
where eyes of dead donors can be kept ready 
for use in corneal grafts 
corneal graft /.koiniol 'graift/ noun 1 . a sur¬ 
gical operation to graft corneal tissue from a 
donor or from a dead person to replace dis¬ 
eased tissue. Also called corneal transplant, 
keratoplasty 2. a piece of corneal tissue used 
in a graft 

corneal reflex /.koiniol 'riifleks/ noun a re¬ 
flex from touching or hitting the cornea which 
makes the eyelid close 

corneal transplant /'koiniol .trasnsplaint/ 
noun same as corneal graft 


coronary obstruction 

cornification ikninifi'keiJ’(o)n/ noun same 

as keratinisation 

cornu /'koinju:/ noun 1 . a structure in the 
body which is shaped like a horn 2. each of the 
four processes of the thyroid cartilage (note: 
The plural is cornua.) 

corona /ko'rouno/ noun a structure in the 
body which is shaped like a crown 
corona capitis /ko.rouno 'kaepitis/ noun 
the crown of the head or top part of the skull 
coronal /'kDr9n(9)l, k9'r9un(3)l/ adjective 1 . 
referring to a corona 2. referring to the crown 
of a tooth 

coronal plane /,kDr9n(3)l 'plein/ noun a 
plane at right angles to the median plane, di¬ 
viding the body into dorsal and ventral halves. 
See illustration at anatomical terms in Sup¬ 
plement 

coronal suture /,kDr9n(3)l 'suitjo/ noun a 
horizontal joint across the top of the skull be¬ 
tween the parietal and frontal bones 
coronary /'kDronOjri/ noun same as coro¬ 
nary thrombosis ( informal) ■ adjective refer¬ 
ring to any structure shaped like a crown, but 
especially to the arteries which supply blood to 
the heart muscles 

coronary artery /'kDronOjri .aitori/ noun 
one of the two arteries which supply blood to 
the heart muscles 

coronary artery bypass graft / 

,kDr3n(9)ri ,a:t9ri 'baipais graift/, coro¬ 
nary artery bypass /.koronOjri 'aitori 
,baipa:s/ noun a surgical operation to treat an¬ 
gina by grafting pieces of vein around the dis¬ 
eased part of a coronary artery 
coronary care unit /.kDranOjri 'keo 
juinit/ noun the section of a hospital caring 
for people who have heart disorders or who 
have had heart surgery. Abbr CCU 
coronary circulation /.kDranOjri ,s3ikju 
TeiJO)n/ noun blood circulation through the 
arteries and veins of the heart muscles 
coronary heart disease /.kDronOjri 'halt 
di,zi:z/ noun any disease affecting the coro¬ 
nary arteries, which can lead to strain on the 
heart or a heart attack. Abbr CHD 
‘...coronary heart disease (CHD) patients spend an 
average of 11.9 days in hospital. Among primary 
health care services, 1.5% of all GP consultations are 
due to CHD.’ [Health Services Journal ] 

‘...apart from death, coronary heart disease causes 
considerable morbidity in the form of heart attack, 
angina and a number of related diseases’ 
[Health Education Journal ] 

coronary ligament /,kDr3n(3)ri ligomont/ 
noun folds of peritoneum connecting the back 
of the liver to the diaphragm 
coronary obstruction /.knrnnfoiri ob 
'strAkJ(o)n/, coronary occlusion / 
,kDr3n(3)ri 3'klu:3(3)n/ noun a thickening of 
the walls of the coronary arteries or a blood 
clot in the coronary arteries which prevents 


89 



coronary sinus 

blood from reaching the heart muscles and 
leads to heart failure 

coronary sinus /,kDr3n(9)ri 'sainos/ noun a 
vein which takes most of the venous blood 
from the heart muscles to the right atrium 
coronary thrombosis /,kDron(9)ri 0rDm 
'bousis/ noun a blood clot which blocks the 
coronary arteries, leading to a heart attack. 
Also called coronary 

coronary vein /'kDron(9)ri vein/ noun a 
vein that drains blood from the muscles of the 
heart 

coronavirus /ko'rouno.vairos/ noun a type 
of virus which has been identified in people 
who have the common cold 
coroner /'korono/ noun a public official, ei¬ 
ther a doctor or a lawyer, who investigates sud¬ 
den or violent deaths 

comment: Coroners investigate deaths which 
are caused by poison, violence, neglect or 
deprivation, deaths from unnatural causes, 
during the post-operative recovery period and 
when the doctor feels unable to give a reliable 
cause of death. They also investigate deaths 
of prisoners and deaths involving the police, 
coronoid process /'koronoid .prouses/ 
noun 1. a projecting piece of bone on the ulna 
2. a projecting piece on each side of the lower 
jaw 

corpora plural of corpus 
corpse /koips/ noun the body of a dead per¬ 
son 

cor pulmonale /,ko: .pAlmo'neili/ noun 
pulmonary heart disease in which the right 
ventricle is enlarged 

corpus /'koipos/ noun any mass of tissue 
(note: The plural is corpora.) 
corpus albicans /,ko:p9s 'celbikasnz/ noun 
scar tissue which replaces the corpus luteum in 
the ovary 

corpus callosum /.koipos ko'busom/ 
noun the thick band of nerve fibres that con¬ 
nects the two hemispheres of the brain and al¬ 
lows them to communicate. See illustration at 
brain in Supplement (note: The plural is cor¬ 
pora callosa.) 

corpus cavernosum /.koipos .kasvo 
'nousom/ noun a part of the erectile tissue in 
the penis and clitoris. See illustration at uro¬ 
genital system (male) in Supplement (note: 
The plural is corpora cavernosa.) 
corpuscle /'ko:pAs(9)l/ noun 1. a small 
round mass 2. a cell in blood or lymph 
corpus haemorrhagicum /.koipos .hemo 
'rsedsikom/ noun a blood clot formed in an 
ovary where a Graafian follicle has ruptured 
(note: The plural is corpora haemorrhagica.) 
corpus luteum /.koipos Tuitiom/ noun a 
body which forms in each ovary after a Graa¬ 
fian follicle has ruptured. The corpus luteum 
secretes the hormone progesterone to prepare 


the uterus for implantation of the fertilised 
ovum, (note: The plural is corpora lutea.) 
corpus spongiosum /.koipos spAn 3 i 
'ousom/ noun the part of the penis round the 
urethra, forming the glans. See illustration at 
urogenital system (male) in Supplement 
(note: The plural is corpora spongiosa.) 
corpus striatum /.koipos .straTeitom/ 
noun a mass of nervous tissue in each cerebral 
hemisphere (note: The plural is corpora stria¬ 
ta.) 

corrective /ko'rektiv/ adjective intended to 
correct an irregularity or problem O corrective 
lenses ■ noun a drug which changes the harm¬ 
ful effect of another drug 
Corrigan’s pulse /.kDrigonz 'pAls/ noun a 
condition occurring in the arterial pulse in the 
neck in which there is a visible rise in pressure 
followed by a sudden collapse, caused by aor¬ 
tic regurgitation. Also called water-hammer 
pulse 

corrosive /ko'rousiv/ adjective destroying 
tissue ■ noun a substance which destroys tis¬ 
sue, e.g. acid or alkali 

corrugator muscle /'kDrogeito ,mAs(9)l/ 
noun one of the muscles which produce verti¬ 
cal wrinkles on the forehead when someone 
frowns 

corset /'koisit/ noun a piece of stiff clothing 
worn on the chest or over the trunk to support 
the body, e.g. after a back injury 
cortex /'koiteks/ noun the outer layer of an 
organ, as opposed to the soft inner medulla 
(note: The plural is cortices or cortexes.) 
Corti /'koiti/» organ of Corti 
cortical /'ko:tik(o)l/ adjective referring to a 
cortex 

cortical mastoidectomy /,ko:tik(o)l 
^aestoi'dektomi/ noun same as atticotomy 
cortices plural of cortex 
corticospinal /.koitikou'spainCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to both the cerebral cortex and 
the spinal cord 

corticosteroid ^koitikou'stioroid/ noun 1. 
any steroid hormone produced by the cortex of 
the adrenal glands 2. a drug which reduces in¬ 
flammation, used in asthma, gastro-intestinal 
disease and in adrenocortical insufficiency 
corticosterone /.koitikou'stioroun/ noun a 
hormone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal 
glands 

corticotrophin /.koitikou'troufin/ noun 

same as adrenocorticotrophic hormone 

(note: The US spelling is corticotropin.) 
cortisol /'koitisol/ noun same as hydrocorti¬ 
sone 

cortisone /'koitizoun/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted in small quantities by the adrenal cortex 
O The doctor gave her a cortisone injection in 
the ankle. 
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comment: Synthetic cortisone was used in the 
treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, asthma and 
skin disorders, but it is now replaced by other 
drugs. 

Corynebacterium /ksu.ramibaek'tisrism/ 
noun a genus of bacteria which includes the 
bacterium which causes diphtheria 
coryza /ko'raizo/ noun an illness, with in¬ 
flammation of the nasal passages, in which 
someone sneezes and coughs and has a 
blocked and running nose ( technical ) Also 
called cold, common cold 
cosmetic surgery /kDz.metik 's3:d3ori/ 
noun a surgical operation to improve a per¬ 
son’s appearance 

comment: Whereas plastic surgery may be 
prescribed by a doctor to correct skin or bone 
conditions or the effect of burns or after a dis¬ 
figuring operation, cosmetic surgery is carried 
out on the instructions of the patient to remove 
wrinkles, enlarge breasts or make some other 
perceived improvement. 

cost- /kDSt/ prefix same as costo- (used before 
vowels) 

costal /'kDSt(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
ribs 

costal cartilage /,kDst(3)l 'ka:t3lid3/ noun 
cartilage which forms the end of each rib and 
either joins the rib to the breastbone or to the 
rib above 

costal pleura /,kDst(3)l 'pluars/ noun a part 
of the pleura lining the walls of the chest 
costive /'kDStiv/ adjective same as consti¬ 
pated ■ noun a drug which causes constipa¬ 
tion 

costo- /kDStau/ prefix referring to the ribs 

costocervical trunk /,kDst3us3:vik(3)l 
'trArjk/ noun a large artery in the chest 
costodiaphragmatic /.kDstaudaisfraeg 
'msetik/ adjective referring to both the ribs and 
the diaphragm 

costovertebral joint /,kDst3uv3itibr(3)l 
'd 30 int/ noun a joint between the ribs and the 
vertebral column 

cot death /'kDt de0/ noun t sudden infant 
death syndrome (note: The US term is crib 
death.) 

co-trimoxazole /ksu traTmoksazaul/ noun 
a drug used to combat bacteria in the urinary 
tract 

cottage hospital /,kDtid3 'hDspit(3)l/ noun 
a small local hospital that admits patients un¬ 
der the care of a general practitioner 
cotton bud /'kDtsn bAd/ noun a little stick 
with some cotton wool usually at both ends, 
used for cleaning cavities 
cotton wool /.kDtan 'wul/ noun purified fi¬ 
bres from the cotton plant used to clean the 
skin or as padding O She dabbed the cut with 
cotton wool soaked in antiseptic, (note: The 
US term is absorbent cotton.) 
cotyledon /,kDtiTi:d(3)n/ noun one of the 
divisions of a placenta 


cotyloid cavity /'kotibid .kasviti/ noun 

same as acetabulum 

couch /kautJV noun a long bed on which a 
person lies when being examined by a doctor 
in a surgery 

couching /'kautjig/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to displace the opaque lens of an eye as a 
treatment for cataracts 

cough /kDf/ noun a reflex action, caused by 
irritation in the throat, when the glottis is 
opened and air is sent out of the lungs sudden¬ 
ly □ barking cough a loud noisy dry cough □ 
dry cough a cough where no phlegm is pro¬ 
duced □ hacking cough a continuous short 
dry cough ■ an infection that causes coughing 
O She has a bad cough and cannot make the 
speech. ■ verb to send air out of the lungs sud¬ 
denly because the throat is irritated O The 
smoke made him cough. O She has a cold and 
keeps on coughing and sneezing. 
coughing fit /'kofig fit/ noun a sudden at¬ 
tack of coughing 

cough medicine /'kof ^edCsjsin/, cough 
linctus /'kof .ligktas/, cough mixture noun a 
liquid taken to soothe the irritation which 
causes a cough 

cough suppressant /'kof ss.pressnt/ 
noun an opioid or sedative antihistamine drug 
such as pholcodine which suppresses the 
cough reflex 

cough up /,kof 'Ap/ verb to cough hard to ex¬ 
pel a substance from the trachea O He coughed 
up phlegm. O She became worried when the 
girl started coughing up blood. 
counselling /'kaunsalig/ noun a method of 
treating especially psychiatric disorders in 
which a specialist talks with a person about his 
or her condition and how to deal with it 
counsellor /'kaunssb/ noun a person who 
advises and talks with someone about his or 
her problems 

counteract /.kauntsr'sekt/ verb to act 
against something or reduce the effect of 
something O The lotion should counteract the 
irritant effect of the spray on the skin. 
counteraction /.kauntar'sekjan/ noun the 
action of one drug which acts against another 
drug 

counterextension /.kauntsrik'stenjsn/ 
noun an orthopaedic treatment in which the 
upper part of a limb is kept fixed and traction 
is applied to the lower part of it 
counterirritant / l kaunt3r'irit(3)nt/ noun a 
substance which alleviates the pain in an inter¬ 
nal organ by irritating an area of skin whose 
sensory nerves are close to those of the organ 
in the spinal cord 

counterirritation /.kauntsriri'teiJXajn/ 
noun a skin irritant applied artificially to alle¬ 
viate the pain in another part of the body 



counterstain 
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counterstain /'kauntostein/ noun a stain 
used to identify tissue samples, e.g. red dye 
used to identify Gram-negative bacteria after 
having first stained them with violet dye ■ 
verb to stain specimens with a counterstain 
coupling /'kAplig/ noun 1. an act of joining 
together or linking two people, things or proc¬ 
esses 2. something which joins two things, es¬ 
pecially a device for connecting two pieces of 
pipe, hose or tube 

course /ko:s/ noun 1. a programme of study 
or training O went on a course to update his 
nursing skills 2. a series of drugs to be taken, 
or a series of sessions of treatment O We ’ll put 
you on a course of antibiotics. 
course of treatment /,ko:s ov 'triitmont/ 
noun a series of applications of a treatment, 
e.g. a series of injections or physiotherapy 
cover test /'kAVO test/ noun a test for a 
squint in which an eye is covered and its move¬ 
ments are checked when the cover is taken off 
Cowper’s glands /'kuipoz glsendz/ plural 
noun two glands at the base of the penis which 
secrete into the urethra. Also called bulboure¬ 
thral glands [Described 1700. After William 
Cowper (1666-1709), English surgeon.] 
cowpox /'kaupDks/ noun an infectious viral 
disease of cattle which can be transmitted to 
humans. It was used as a constituent of the first 
vaccines for smallpox, 
cox- /kDks/ prefix the hip joint 
coxa /'kokso/ noun the hip joint (note: The 
plural is coxae.) 

coxalgia /kDk'saeld33/ noun pain in the hip 
joint 

coxa vara /,kDkso 'veoro/ noun an unusual 
development of the hip bone, making the legs 
bow 

Coxsackie virus /kDk'saeki .vairos/ noun 
one of a group of enteroviruses which enter the 
cells of the intestines and can cause diseases 
such as aseptic meningitis and Bornholm dis¬ 
ease [After Coxsackie, New York, where the virus 
was first identified] 

CPAP abbr continuous positive airways pres¬ 
sure 

CPN abbr community psychiatric nurse 
CPR abbr cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
crab /krasb/, crab louse /'kraeb laus/ noun a 
louse, Phthirius pubis, which infests the pubic 
region and other parts of the body with coarse 
hair. Also called pubic louse 
crack /krask/ noun a thin break O There’s a 
crack in one of the bones in the skull. ■ verb to 
make a thin break in something, or become 
split O She cracked a bone in her leg. □ 
cracked lip a lip where the skin has split be¬ 
cause of cold or dryness 
cradle /'kreid(o)l/ noun a metal frame put 
over a person in bed to keep the weight of the 
bedclothes off the body ■ verb to carry a child 


with one arm under the thigh and the other un¬ 
der the upper back 

cradle cap /'kreid(o)l kasp/ noun a yellow 
deposit on the scalp of babies, caused by seb- 
orrhoea 

cramp /krsemp/ noun a painful involuntary 
spasm in the muscles, in which the muscle 
may stay contracted for some time 
crani- /kreini/ prefix same as cranio- ( used 
before vowels) 

cranial /'kreiniol/ adjective referring to the 
skull 

cranial bone /'kreiniol boun/ noun one of 
the bones in the skull 

cranial cavity /'kreiniol .kseviti/ noun a 
space inside the bones of the cranium, in 
which the brain is situated 
cranial nerve /'kreiniol n3iv/ noun each of 
the nerves, twelve on each side, which are con¬ 
nected directly to the brain, governing mainly 
the structures of the head and neck 
comment: The cranial nerves are the olfacto¬ 
ry, optic, loculomotor, trochlear, trigeminal, 
(ophthalmic, maxillary and mandibular), abdu¬ 
cent, facial, auditory (vestibular and coch¬ 
lear), glossopharyngeal, vagus, accessory 
and hypoglossal. 

cranio- /kreiniou/ prefix the skull 
craniometry ^kreini'Dmitri/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of measuring skulls to find differences in 
size and shape 

craniopharyngioma /.kreinioufo.rindsi 
'oumo/ noun a tumour in the brain originating 
in the hypophyseal duct (note: The plural is 

craniopharyngiomas or craniopharyngioma¬ 
ta.) 

craniostenosis /.kreiniouste'nousis/, 
craniosynostosis /.kreiniou.sinou'stousis/ 
noun the early closing of the bones in a baby’s 
skull, so making the skull contract 
craniotabes ^kreiniou'teibiiz/ noun thin¬ 
ness of the bones in the occipital region of a 
child’s skull, caused by rickets, marasmus or 
syphilis 

craniotomy /,kreini'otomi/ noun a surgical 
operation on the skull, especially one cutting 
away part of the skull (note: The plural is crani¬ 
otomies.) 

cranium /'kreiniom/ noun same as skull 
(note: The plural is craniums or crania.) 
comment: The cranium consists of the occipi¬ 
tal bone, two parietal bones, two temporal 
bones and the frontal, ethmoid and sphenoid 
bones. 

cream /kriim/ noun a medicinal oily sub¬ 
stance, used to rub on the skin 
creatine /'krintiin/ noun a compound of ni¬ 
trogen found in the muscles, produced by pro¬ 
tein metabolism and excreted as creatinine 
creatine phosphate /.krintiin 'fosfeit/ 
noun a store of energy-giving phosphate in 
muscles 



creatinine /kri'astoniin/ noun a substance 
which is the form in which creatine is excreted 

creatinine clearance /kri.astoniin 
'kliorons/ noun removal of creatinine from the 
blood by the kidneys 

creatinuria /kri.ceti'njuorio/ noun excess 
creatine in the urine 

creatorrhoea /.kriioto'riio/ noun the pres¬ 
ence of undigested muscle fibre in the faeces, 
occurring in some pancreatic diseases 
Crede’s method /kre'deiz ,me0od/ noun 1. 
a method of extracting a placenta by massag¬ 
ing the uterus through the abdomen 2. the 
putting of silver nitrate solution into the eyes 
of a baby born to a mother who has gonor¬ 
rhoea, in order to prevent gonococcal conjunc¬ 
tivitis [Described 1860. After Karl Sigmund 
Franz Crede (1819-92), German gynaecolo¬ 
gist.] 

creeping eruption /.kriipig TrApJon/ noun 
an itching skin complaint, caused by larvae of 
various parasites which creep under the skin 
crepitation /,krepi'teij(9)n/ noun an unusu¬ 
al soft crackling sound heard in the lungs 
through a stethoscope. Also called rale 
crepitus /'krepitos/ noun 1 . a harsh crack¬ 
ling sound heard through a stethoscope in a 
person with inflammation of the lungs 2. a 
scratching sound made by a broken bone or 
rough joint 

crest /krest/ noun a long raised part on a bone 
crest of ilium /, krest ov 'iliom/ noun same 

as iliac crest 

cretinism /'kretiniz(3)m/ noun now called 
congenital hyperthyroidism (note: This term 
is regarded as offensive.) 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease /.kroitsfelt 
'jsekob di,zi:z/ noun a disease of the nervous 
system caused by a slow-acting prion which 
eventually affects the brain. It may be linked to 
BSE in cows. Abbr CJD. [> variant CJD [De¬ 
scribed 1920 by H.G. Creutzfeldt (1885-1964); 
1921 by A.M. Jakob (1884-1931), German psy¬ 
chiatrists] 

cribriform /'kribrifoim/ adjective having 
small holes like a sieve 

cribriform plate /'kribrifoim pleit/ noun 
the top part of the ethmoid bone which forms 
the roof of the nasal cavity and part of the roof 
of the eye sockets 

crick /krik/ noun a painful stiffness in the 
neck or back ( informal) 

cricoid /'kraikoid/ adjective relating to the 
lowest part of the cartilage of the larynx 
cricoid cartilage /.kraikoid 'ka:tolid3/ 
noun ring-shaped cartilage in the lower part of 
the larynx. See illustration at lungs in Supple¬ 
ment 

cri-du-chat syndrome /,kri: dju: Ja: ,sin 
droum/ noun a congenital condition, caused 
by loss of part of chromosome 5, which is 


cross-eyed 

characterised in babies by a cry suggestive of 
that of a cat 

Crigler-Najjar syndrome /.krigb 'naed3a: 
,sindr9um/ noun a genetically controlled con¬ 
dition in which bilirubin cannot be formed, 
leading to jaundice or even brain damage 
criminal abortion /,krimin(»l 3'bo:J(3)n/ 
noun an abortion which is carried out illegally 
crisis /'kraisis/ noun 1 . a situation or period 
of difficulty demanding action O Is there a cri¬ 
sis in the health service? 2. a turning point in a 
disease, after which the person may start to be¬ 
come better or very much worse 
comment: Many diseases progress to a crisis 
and then the patient rapidly gets better. The 
opposite situation where the patient gets bet¬ 
ter very slowly is called lysis, 
crista /'kristo/ noun 1 . a ridge, e.g. the border 
of a bone 2. a fold in the inner membrane of a 
mitrochondrion (note: The plural is cristae.) 
crista galli /.kristo 'gcelai/ noun a projection 
from the ethmoid bone 

criterion /krai'tiorion/ noun an accepted 
standard used in making a decision or judg¬ 
ment about something (note: The plural is cri¬ 
teria.) 

critical /'kritik(o)l/ adjective 1 . referring to a 
crisis 2. extremely serious O He was taken to 
hospital in a critical condition 3. which criti¬ 
cises O The report was critical of the state of 
aftercare provision. 

critical list /'kritik(9)l list/ noun the list of 
patients in a hospital whose condition is med¬ 
ically life-threatening 

CRNA abbr certified registered nurse anaes¬ 
thetist 

Crohn’s disease /'krounz di,zi:z/ noun a 
persistent inflammatory disease, usually of the 
lower intestinal tract, characterised by thicken¬ 
ing and scarring of the intestinal wall and ob¬ 
struction [Described 1932. After Burrill Bernard 
Crohn (1884-1983), New York physician.] 
comment: No certain cause has been found 
for Crohn’s disease, where only one section of 
the intestine becomes inflamed and can be 
blocked. 

cromolyn sodium /.kroumolin 'soudiom/ 
noun a drug that helps to prevent the release of 
histamine and other substances which cause 
many of the symptoms of asthma and hay fe¬ 
ver 

cross-dresser noun someone who wears 
clothes usually worn by people of the opposite 
sex, e.g. a transvestite 

cross-dressing /kros 'dresig/ noun the 
practice of wearing clothes usually worn by 
people of the opposite sex, e.g. by transvestites 
cross eye /'krDS ai/ noun same as conver¬ 
gent strabismus ( informal) 
cross-eyed /,kros 'aid/ adjective having 
convergent strabismus ( informal) 
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cross-infection /kros in'fekjon/ noun an 
infection passed from one patient to another in 
hospital, either directly or from nurses, visitors 
or equipment 

crossmatch /krDs'msetJV verb (in transplant 
surgery) to match a donor to a recipient as 
closely as possible to avoid tissue rejection, t) 

blood group 

crossmatching /krDs'maetJig/ noun the 
process of matching a transplant donor to a re¬ 
cipient as closely as possible to avoid tissue re¬ 
jection 

cross-resistance /.kras ri'zistons/ noun 
the development by a disease agent of resist¬ 
ance to a number of similar drugs or chemicals 
of the same class 

cross-section /'kros .sekjon/ noun 1 . a 
small part of something, taken to be represent¬ 
ative of the whole O The team consulted a 
cross-section of hospital ancillary staff. 2. a 
sample cut across a specimen for examination 
under a microscope O He examined a cross- 
section of the lung tissue. 
crotamiton /kr9't£emit(3)n/ noun a chemi¬ 
cal that kills mites, used to treat scabies 
crotch /krotJV noun the point where the legs 
meet the body, where the genitals are. Also 
called crutch 

croup /kruip/ noun acute infection of the up¬ 
per respiratory passages which blocks the lar¬ 
ynx, affecting children 
comment: The patient’s larynx swells, and he 
or she breathes with difficulty and has a bark¬ 
ing cough. Attacks usually occur at night. 
They can be fatal if the larynx becomes com¬ 
pletely blocked. 

crown /kraun/ noun 1 . the top part of a tooth 
above the level of the gums 2. an artificial top 
attached to a tooth 3. the top part of the head ■ 
verb to put an artificial crown on a tooth 
crowning /'kraunig/ noun 1 . the act of 
putting an artificial crown on a tooth 2. a stage 
in childbirth in which the top of the baby’s 
head becomes visible 

cruciate /'kruijiot/ adjective shaped like a 
cross 

cruciate ligament /.kruijiot Tigomont/ 
noun any ligament shaped like a cross, espe¬ 
cially either of two ligaments behind the knee 
which prevent the knee from bending forwards 
crude death rate /kruid 'de0 reit/ noun the 
number of deaths in a year, divided by the total 
population 

crura /'kruoro/ plural of crus 

crural /'kruorol/ adjective referring to the 

thigh, leg or shin 

crura of the diaphragm /.kruoro ov do 
'daiofroasm/ plural noun the long muscle fi¬ 
bres joining the diaphragm to the lumbar ver¬ 
tebrae 

crus /krAs/ noun a long projecting part (note: 
The plural is crura.) 


crus cerebri /krAs 'seribrai/ noun each of 
the nerve tracts between the cerebrum and the 
medulla oblongata (note: The plural is crura 
cerebri.) 

crush fracture /'krAj .fraekt Jo/ noun a frac¬ 
ture by compression of the bone 
crush syndrome /'krAj .sindroum/ noun a 
condition in which a limb has been crushed, as 
in an accident, causing kidney failure and 
shock 

crus of penis /,krAS ov 'piinis/ noun a part 
of a corpus cavernosum attached to the pubic 
arch 

crust /krASt/ noun a dry layer of blood, pus or 
other secretion that forms over a cut or sore 
crutch /krAtJ/ noun 1 . a strong support for 
someone with an injured leg, formed of a stick 
with a T-bar which fits under the armpit, espe¬ 
cially formerly, or a holding bar and elbow 
clasp 2. same as crotch 
cry- /krai/ prefix same as cryo- ( used before 
vowels) 

cryaesthesia /.kraiiis'Oiizio/ noun the fact 
of being sensitive to cold 
cryo- /kraiou/ prefix cold 
cryobank /'kraioubasrjk/ noun a place where 
biological material such as semen and body 
tissue can be stored at extremely low tempera¬ 
tures 

cryoprecipitate /.kraioupri'sipitot/ noun a 
precipitate such as from blood plasma, which 
separates out on freezing and thawing 
comment: Cryoprecipitate from blood plasma 
contains Factor VIII and is used to treat hae¬ 
mophilia. 

cryoprobe /'kraiouproub/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used in cryosurgery with a tip that is kept 
very cold to destroy tissue 
cryosurgery /,krai9u's3:d33ri/ noun sur¬ 
gery which uses extremely cold instruments to 
destroy tissue 

cryotherapy /.kraiou'Geropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment using extreme cold, as in removing a 
wart with dry ice 

crypt /kript/ noun a small cavity in the body 
crypto- /kriptou/ prefix hidden 
cryptocci ^kripto'koki/ plural of crypto¬ 
coccus 

cryptococcal meningitis /.kriptokokCojl 
menin'dgaitis/ noun a form of meningitis that 
is a feature of cryptococcosis 
cryptococcosis ^kriptouko'kousis/ noun 
an infection mainly affecting the brain or nerv¬ 
ous system, caused by the fungus Cryptococ¬ 
cus neoformans. It occurs most often in people 
with HIV infection. 

cryptococcus /.kripto'kDkos/ noun one of 
several single-celled yeasts which exist in the 
soil and can cause disease (note: The plural is 

cryptococci.) 
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cryptomenorrhoea /.kriptoumeno'riio/ 
noun the retention of menstrual flow, usually 
caused by an obstruction 
cryptorchidism /knp'to:kidiz(»m/, cryp- 
torchism /krip'to:kiz(9)m/ noun a condition 
in a young male in which the testicles do not 
move down into the scrotum 
Cryptosporidia /.kriptouspo'ridio/ plural 
of Cryptosporidium 

cryptosporidiosis /.kriptouspo.ridi'ousis/ 
noun an infectious condition of humans and 
domestic animals, spread by an intestinal par¬ 
asite Cryptosporidium parvum. Its symptoms 
are fever, diarrhoea and stomach cramps. 
Cryptosporidium /.kriptouspo'ridiom/ 
noun a parasite which contaminates drinking 
water supplies, causing intestinal infection 
(note: The plural is Cryptosporidia.) 
crypts of Lieberkuhn /.kripts ov 
'liibokuin/ plural noun tubular glands found in 
the mucous membrane of the small and large 
intestine, especially those between the bases of 
the villi in the small intestine. Also called Lie- 
berkiihn’s glands [Described 1745. After Jo¬ 
hann Nathaniel Lieberkuhn (1711-56), Berlin 
anatomist and physician.] 
crystal /'kristol/ noun a chemical formation 
of hard regular-shaped solids 
crystalline /'kristslain/ adjective clear like 
pure crystal 

crystal violet /,krist(9)l 'vaiolot/ noun 
same as gentian violet 

CSF abbr cerebrospinal fluid 
CT abbr computed tomography 
CT scan /,si: 'ti: sksen/ noun a computer pic¬ 
ture of a slice of the body or an organ produced 
by a CT scanner. Also called CAT scan 
CT scanner /,si: 'ti: .skasno/ noun a device 
which directs a narrow X-ray beam at a thin 
section of the body from various angles, using 
a computer to build up a complete picture of 
the cross-section. Also called CAT scanner 
cubital /'kju:bit(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
ulna 

cubital fossa /,kju:bit(9)l Tdso/ noun a de¬ 
pression in the front of the elbow joint 
cubitus /'kjuibitos/ noun same as ulna 
cuboid /'kjuiboid/, cuboid bone /'kjuiboid 
boun/ noun one of the tarsal bones in the foot. 
See illustration at foot in Supplement 
cuboidal cell /kju:'boid(o)l sel/ noun a 
cube-shaped epithelial cell 
cuff /kAf/ noun 1 . an inflatable ring put round 
the arm and inflated when blood pressure is 
being measured 2. an inflatable ring put round 
an endotracheal tube to close the passage 
cuirass respirator /kwi.rses 'respireito/ 
noun a type of artificial respirator which sur¬ 
rounds only the chest 


culdoscope /'kAldouskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to inspect the interior of a woman’s 
pelvis, introduced through the vagina 
culdoscopy /kAl'doskopi/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of the interior of a woman’s pelvis using 
a culdoscope 

culture /'kAltJo/ noun 1 . the shared values 
and behaviour of a group 2. microoorganisms 
or tissues grown in a culture medium in a lab¬ 
oratory ■ verb to grow microorganisms or tis¬ 
sues in a culture medium 
culture medium /'kAltJo ,mi:diom/ noun a 
substance in which a culture of microorgan¬ 
isms or tissue is grown in a laboratory, e.g. 
agar 

cumulative /'kjuimjulotiv/ adjective grow¬ 
ing by adding 

cumulative action /.kjuimjubtiv 'aekjon/ 
noun an effect of a drug which is given more 
often than it can be excreted and so accumu¬ 
lates in the tissues 

cuneiform /'kjuinifoim/, cuneiform bone / 

'kjuinifoim boun/ noun one of the three tarsal 
bones in the foot. See illustration at foot in 
Supplement 

cupola /'kjuipolo/ noun 1 . a dome-shaped 
structure 2. a piece of cartilage in a semicircu¬ 
lar canal which is moved by the fluid in the ca¬ 
nal and connects with the vestibular nerve 
curable /'kjuorob(o)l/ adjective able to be 
cured O a curable form of cancer 
curare /kju'rairi/ noun a drug derived from 
South American plants, antagonist to acetyl¬ 
choline and used surgically to paralyse mus¬ 
cles during operations without causing uncon¬ 
sciousness (note: Curare is the poison used to 
make poison arrows.) 

curative /'kjuorotiv/ adjective able to cure 
cure /kjuo/ noun a particular way of making 
someone well or of stopping an illness O Sci¬ 
entists are trying to develop a cure for the com¬ 
mon cold. ■ verb to make someone healthy O 
She was completely cured. O Can the doctors 
cure his bad circulation? 
curettage /kjuo'retid 3 / noun the procedure 
of scraping the inside of a hollow organ, often 
the uterus, to remove a growth or tissue for ex¬ 
amination. Also called curettement 
curette /kjuo'ret/ noun a surgical instrument 
like a long thin spoon, used for scraping the in¬ 
side of an organ (note: The US spelling is cu- 
ret.) ■ verb to scrape an organ with a curette 
(note: curettes - curetting - curetted. The US 
spelling is curet.) 
curettement same as curettage 
curie /'kjuori/ noun a former unit of measure¬ 
ment of radioactivity, replaced by the becquer- 
el. Symbol Ci 

Curling’s ulcer /,k3ilir)z 'aIso/ noun an ul¬ 
cer of the duodenum following severe injury to 
the body 



curvature 
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curvature /'k3:v9tJo/ noun the way in which 
something bends from a straight line O greater 
or lesser curvature of the stomach 

curvature of the spine /.ksivotjor ov do 
'spam/ noun an unusual bending of the spine 
forwards or sideways 

Cushingoid /'kuJTrpid/ adjective showing 
symptoms of Cushing’s disease 
Cushing’s disease /'kufirjz di.ziiz /, Cush¬ 
ing’s syndrome /'kufirjz .sindroum/ noun a 
condition in which the adrenal cortex produces 
too many corticosteroids [Described 1932. Af¬ 
ter Harvey Williams Cushing (1869-1939), sur¬ 
geon, Boston, USA.] 

comment: The syndrome is caused either by 
a tumour in the adrenal gland, by excessive 
stimulation of the adrenals by the basophil 
cells of the pituitary gland, or by a corticoster¬ 
oid-secreting tumour. The syndrome causes 
swelling of the face and trunk, weakening of 
the muscles, raised blood pressure and reten¬ 
tion of salt and water in the body, 
cusp /kAsp/ noun 1 . the pointed tip of a tooth 
2. a flap of membrane forming a valve in the 
heart 

cuspid /'kAspid/ noun same as canine 
cut /kAt/ noun 1 . a reduction in the number or 
amount of something 2. a place where the skin 
has been penetrated by a sharp instrument O 
She had a bad cut on her left leg. O The nurse 
will put a bandage on your cut. ■ verb 1 . to 
make an opening in something using a knife, 
scissors or other sharp thing O The surgeon cut 
the diseased tissue away with a scalpel. O She 
cut her finger on the broken glass. 2. to reduce 
the number or amount of something O Acci¬ 
dents have been cut by 10%. (NOTE: cutting - 
cut) 

cut- prefix referring to the skin 
cutaneous /kjui'teinios/ adjective referring 
to the skin 

cutaneous leishmaniasis /kju.teinios 
liijmo'naiosis/ noun a form of skin disease 
caused by the tropical parasite Leishmania. 
Also called Delhi boil 

cutdown /'kAtdaun/ noun the procedure of 
cutting a vein to insert a cannula or administer 
an intravenous drug 

cuticle /'kju:tik(9)l/ noun 1 . same as epider¬ 
mis 2. a strip of epidermis attached at the base 
of a nail 

cutis /'kjuitis/ noun the skin 
cutis anserina /,kju:tis 'asnseraino/ noun a 
reaction of the skin when someone is cold or 
frightened, the skin being raised into many lit¬ 
tle bumps by the action of the arrector pili 
muscles. Also called goose bumps 
CVA abbr cerebrovascular accident 
cyan- /saion/ prefix same as cyano- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

cyanide /'saionaid/ noun a poison which 
kills very rapidly when drunk or inhaled 


cyano- /saionou/ prefix blue 
cyanocobalamin /.saionoukou'baHomin/ 

same as Vitamin B 12 

cyanosed /'saionoust/ adjective with blue 
skin O The patient was cyanosed round the 
lips. 

cyanosis /.saio'nousis/ noun a condition 
characterised by a blue colour of the peripheral 
skin and mucous membranes, a symptom of 
lack of oxygen in the blood, e.g. in heart or 
lung disease 

cyanotic /.saio'nDtik/ adjective referring to 
or having cyanosis 

cyclandelate /si'klasndoleit/ noun a drug 
used to treat cerebrovascular disease 
cycle /'saik(9)l/ noun a series of events which 
recur regularly 

cyclic /'siklik, 'saiklik/ adjective 1 . occur¬ 
ring or repeated in cycles 2. referring to organ¬ 
ic compounds composed of a closed ring of at¬ 
oms 

cyclical /'siklik(9)l/ adjective referring to cy¬ 
cles 

cyclical vomiting /,siklik(»l 'vDmitig/ 
noun repeated attacks of vomiting 
-cycline /saiklin/ suffix used in names of an¬ 
tibiotics O tetracycline 

cyclitis /si'klaitis/ noun inflammation of the 
ciliary body in the eye 

cyclizine /'saikliziin/ noun an antihistamine 
drug that can be used to control nausea and 
vomiting 

cyclo- /saiklou/ prefix cycles 
cyclodialysis /.saikloudai'celosis/ noun a 
surgical operation to connect the anterior 
chamber of the eye and the choroid, as a treat¬ 
ment of glaucoma 

cyclopentolate /.saiklou'pentoleit/ noun a 
drug used to paralyse the ciliary muscle 
cyclophosphamide /.saiklou'fosfomaid/ 
noun a drug which suppresses immunity, used 
in the treatment of leukaemia, lymphoma, 
Hodgkin’s disease and tumours 
cycloplegia /,saikl3u'pli:d33/ noun paraly¬ 
sis of the ciliary muscle which makes it impos¬ 
sible for the eye to focus properly 
cyclopropane /.saiklou'proupein/ noun a 
flammable hydrocarbon gas used as a general 
anaesthetic and in organic synthesis 
cyclothymia ^saiklou'Baimio/ noun a mild 
form of bipolar disorder in which the person 
experiences alternating depression and excite¬ 
ment 

cyclotomy /saTklotomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to make a cut in the ciliary body (note: 
The plural is cyclotomies.) 

-cyclovir /saiklouvio/ suffix used in the 
names of antiviral drugs 
cyesis /sai'iisis/ noun same as pregnancy 
( technical) 

cylinder /'silindo/ noun t oxygen cylinder 
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cyst /sist/ noun an unusual growth in the body 
shaped like a pouch, containing liquid or semi¬ 
liquid substances 
cyst- /sist/ prefix the bladder 
cystadenoma /.sistodi'noumo/ noun an ad¬ 
enoma in which fluid-filled cysts form (note: 
The plural is cystadonomas or cystadonoma- 
ta.) 

cystalgia /si'stcek^o/ noun pain in the uri¬ 
nary bladder 

cystectomy /si'stektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove all or part of the urinary 
bladder (note: The plural is cystectomies.) 
cystic /'sistik/ adjective 1. referring to cysts 
2. referring to a bladder 
cystic artery /.sistik 'aitori/ noun an artery 
leading from the hepatic artery to the gall blad¬ 
der 

cystic duct /'sistik dAkt/ noun a duct which 
takes bile from the gall bladder to the common 
bile duct 

cysticercosis /,sistis3:'k3usis/ noun a dis¬ 
ease caused by infestation of tapeworm larvae 
from pork 

cysticercus /,sistTs3:kos/ noun the larva of 
a tapeworm of the genus Taenia, found in pork, 
which is enclosed in a cyst (note: The plural is 

cysticerci.) 

cystic fibrosis /.sistik fai'brousis/ noun a 
hereditary disease in which there is malfunc¬ 
tion of the exocrine glands such as the pancre¬ 
as, in particular those which secrete mucus, 
causing respiratory difficulties, male infertility 
and malabsorption of food from the gastroin¬ 
testinal tract. Also called fibrocystic disease, 
mucoviscidosis 

comment: The thick mucous secretions cause 
blockage of ducts and many serious second¬ 
ary effects in the intestines and lungs. Symp¬ 
toms include loss of weight, abnormal faeces 
and bronchitis. If diagnosed early, cystic fibro¬ 
sis can be controlled with vitamins, physio¬ 
therapy and pancreatic enzymes, 
cystic vein /'sistik vein/ noun a vein which 
drains the gall bladder 

cystine /'sistiin/ noun an amino acid. It can 
cause stones to form in the urinary system of 
people who have a rare inherited metabolic 
disorder. 

cystinosis /.sisti'nousis/ noun a disorder af¬ 
fecting the absorption of amino acids, result¬ 
ing in excessive amounts of cystine accumu¬ 
lating in the kidneys 

cystinuria /.sisti'njuorio/ noun cystine in 
the urine 

cystitis /si'staitis/ noun inflammation of the 
urinary bladder, which makes someone pass 
water often and with a burning sensation 
cystocele /'sistosiil/ noun a hernia of the 
urinary bladder into the vagina 
cystogram /'sistograsm/ noun an X-ray pho¬ 
tograph of the urinary bladder 


cytomegalovirus 

cystography /si'stDgrofi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the urinary bladder by X-rays after ra¬ 
dio-opaque dye has been introduced 
cystolithiasis /.sistoli'Gaiosis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which stones are formed in the uri¬ 
nary bladder 

cystometer /si'stomito/ noun an apparatus 
which measures the pressure in the bladder 
cystometry /si'stDmitri/ noun measurement 
of the pressure in the bladder 
cystopexy /si'stDpeksi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to fix the bladder in a different posi¬ 
tion. Also called vesicofixation (note: The 
plural is cystopexies.) 

cystoplasty /'sist^.plaesti/ noun a surgical 
operation on the bladder (note: The plural is 

cystoplasties.) 

cystoscope /'sistoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment made of a long tube with a light at the 
end, used to inspect the inside of the bladder 
cystoscopy /si'stoskopi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the bladder using a cystoscope (note: 
The plural is cystoscopies.) 
cystostomy /si'stDstomi/, cystotomy /si 
'stDtomi/ noun a surgical operation to make an 
opening between the bladder and the abdomi¬ 
nal wall to allow urine to pass without going 
through the urethra. Also called vesicostomy 
(note: The plurals are cystostomies and 
cystotomies.) 

cystourethrography /.sistoujuori'GrDgrofi/ 
noun X-ray examination of the bladder and 
urethra 

cystourethroscope /.sistouju'riiGro 
skoup/ noun an instrument used to inspect the 
bladder and urethra 

cyt- /salt/ prefix same as cyto- (used before 
vowels) 

cyto- /saitou/ prefix cell 
cytochemistry ^saitou'kemistri/ noun the 
study of the chemical activity of cells 
cytodiagnosis /saitoudaiog'nousis/ noun 
diagnosis after examination of cells 
cytogenetics / l saitoud39 , netiks/ noun a 
branch of genetics which studies the function 
of cells, especially chromosomes, in heredity 
cytokine /'saitoukain/ noun a protein secret¬ 
ed by cells of the lymph system which is in¬ 
volved in controlling response to inflamma¬ 
tion 

cytokinesis /.saitouki'niisis/ noun changes 
in the cytoplasm of a cell during division 
cytological smear /,sait9lDd3ik(»l 'smio/ 
noun a sample of tissue taken for examination 
under a microscope 

cytology /sai'tDlod 3 i/ noun the study of the 
structure and function of cells 
cytolysis /sai'tDlosis/ noun the breaking 
down of cells 

cytomegalovirus /.saitou'megobu.vairos/ 
noun one of the herpesviruses which can cause 



cytometer 

serious congenital disorders in a fetus if it in¬ 
fects the pregnant mother. Abbr CMV 
cytometer /sai'tomito/ noun an instrument 
attached to a microscope, used for measuring 
and counting the number of cells in a specimen 
cytopenia /.saitou'piinio/ noun a deficiency 
of cellular elements in blood or tissue 
cytoplasm /'saitouplcez(3)m/ noun a sub¬ 
stance inside the cell membrane which sur¬ 
rounds the nucleus of a cell 
cytoplasmic /.saitou 1 plaezmik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the cytoplasm of a cell 


cytosine /'saitousiin/ noun one of the four 
basic chemicals in DNA 
cytosome /'saitousoum/ noun the body of a 
cell, not including the nucleus 
cytotoxic /.saitou'tDksik/ adjective 1. refer¬ 
ring to a drug or agent which prevents cell di¬ 
vision 2. referring to cells in the immune sys¬ 
tem which destroy other cells 
cytotoxic drug /.saitoutDksik 'drAg/ noun 
a drug which reduces the reproduction of cells, 
used to treat cancer 

cytotoxin /.saitou'tDksin/ noun a substance 
which has a toxic effect on cells 
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d /di:/ symbol deci- 
da symbol deca- 

dab /dteb/ verb to touch something lightly O 
He dabbed around the cut with a piece of cot¬ 
ton wool. 

da Costa’s syndrome /da: 'kostoz ,sin 
dim mi noun same as disordered action of the 

heart [Described 1871. After Jacob Mendes da 
Costa (1833-1900), Philadelphia surgeon, who 
described this condition in soldiers in the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War.] 

dacryo- /daekrioo/ prefix tears 
dacryoadenitis /.daekriouaedi'naitis/ noun 
inflammation of the lacrimal gland 
dacryocystitis /.daekriousi'staitis/ noun 
inflammation of the lacrimal sac when the tear 
duct, which drains into the nose, becomes 
blocked 

dacryocystography /.drekrioosi'stngrnfi/ 
noun contrast radiography to determine the 
site of an obstruction in the tear ducts 
dacryocystorhinostomy ddtekriou 
.sistourai'nDStomi/ noun a surgical operation 
to bypass a blockage from the tear duct which 
takes tears into the nose. Abbr DCR (NOTE: The 
plural is dacryocystorhinostomies.) 
dacryolith /'dtekriouliO/ noun a stone in the 
lacrimal sac 

dacryoma /.daekri'oumo/ noun a benign 
swelling in one of the tear ducts (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is dacryomas or dacryomata.) 
dactyl /'daektil/ noun a finger or toe 
dactyl- /daektil/ prefix same as dactylo- ( used 
before vowels) 

dactylitis /.daekti'laitis/ noun inflammation 
of the fingers or toes, caused by bone infection 
or rheumatic disease 

dactylo- /daektilou/ prefix referring to the fin¬ 
gers or toes 

dactylology /.daekti'lolsdsi/ noun signs 
made with the fingers in place of words when 
talking to a person who is unable to hear, or 
when a person who is unable to hear or speak 
wants to communicate 


dactylomegaly /.daektilou'megoli/ noun a 
condition in which a person has longer fingers 
than usual 

DAH abbr disordered action of the heart 
daily /'deili/ adverb every day O Take the 
medicine twice daily. 

Daltonism /'do:ltoniz(3)m/ noun the com¬ 
monest form of colour blindness, in which 
someone cannot see the difference between 
red and green. Also called protanopia [De¬ 
scribed 1794. After John Dalton (1766-1844), 
English chemist and physician. Founder of the 
atomic theory, he himself was colour-blind.] 
damage /'daemidj/ noun harm done to things 
O The disease caused damage to the brain 
cells. ■ verb to harm something O His hearing 
or his sense of balance was damaged in the ac¬ 
cident. 

damp /daemp/ adjective slightly wet O You 
should put a damp compress on the bruise. 

D & C /di: on/ abbr dilatation and curettage 
dander /'daendo/ noun very small fragments 
that fall from the feathers, hair or skin of ani¬ 
mals or people 

dandruff /'daendrof/ noun pieces of dead 
skin from the scalp which fall out when the 
hair is combed. Also called pityriasis capitis, 
scurf 

D and V/,di: 9ii' vii/ abbr diarrhoea and vom¬ 
iting 

Dandy-Walker syndrome /.daendi 'woika 
,sindr9um/ noun a congenital condition in 
which there is no Magendie’s foramen in the 
brain 

danger /'deind39/ noun the possibility of 
harm or death O Unless the glaucoma is treat¬ 
ed quickly, there's a danger that the patient 
will lose his eyesight or a danger of the patient 
losing his eyesight. □ out of danger no longer 
likely to die 

dangerous /'deind39r9s/ adjective causing 
harm or death 

dangerous drug /,deind39r9s 'drAg/ noun 

1. a drug which is harmful and is not available 
to the general public, e.g. morphine or heroin 

2. a poison which can only be sold to specific 
persons 
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dark adaptation 

dark adaptation /da:k ,£edaep'teij(9)n/ 
noun the reflex changes which enable the eye 
to continue to see in dim light. For example, 
the pupil becomes larger and the rods in the 
retina become more active than the cones, 
darkening /'daiknip/ noun the act of becom¬ 
ing darker in colour O Darkening of the tissue 
takes place after bruising. 
data /'deito/ plural noun information in words 
or figures about a particular subject, especially 
information which is available on computer 
(note: In scientific usage, data is used with a 
plural verb: The data are accurate. In everyday 
language, data is often used with a singular 
verb: The recent data supports our case.) 
data bank /'deito bsegk/ noun a store of in¬ 
formation in a computer O The hospital keeps 
a data bank ofinformation about possible kid¬ 
ney donors. 

database noun a structured collection of in¬ 
formation in a computer that can be automati¬ 
cally retrieved and manipulated 
Data Protection Act /.deito pro'tekJXojn/ 
noun a parliamentary act intended to protect 
information about individuals that is held on 
computers. It ensures that all information is 
stored securely and allows people to have ac¬ 
cess to their entries. 

daughter /'doita/ noun a female child of a 
parent O They have two sons and one daughter. 
daughter cell /'doito sel/ noun any of the 
cells which develop by mitosis from a single 
parent cell 

day blindness /'dei .blaindnos/ noun same 

as hemeralopia 

day care /'dei keo/ noun supervised recrea¬ 
tion or medical care provided during the day 
for people who need special help, e.g. some 
elderly people or small children 
day case /'dei keis/ noun same as day pa¬ 
tient 

day case surgery /'dei keis ,s3id3ori/ 
noun same as day surgery 
day centre /'dei ,sento/ noun a place provid¬ 
ing day care 

day hospital /'dei ,hDspit(o)l/ noun a hospi¬ 
tal where people are treated during the day and 
go home in the evenings 
day nursery /'dei ,n3is(o)ri/ noun a place 
where small children can be looked after dur¬ 
ing the daytime while their parents or guardi¬ 
ans are at work 

day patient /'dei ,peiJ(o)nt/ noun a patient 
who is in hospital for treatment for a day and 
does not stay overnight. Also called day case 
day patient care /'dei peiJ(o)nt keo/ noun 
care for patients who are resident in a hospital 
during the daytime only 
day recovery ward /dei ri'kAv(o)ri woid/ 
noun a ward where day patients who have had 


minor operations can recover before going 
home 

day surgery /'dei ,s3id3ori/ noun a surgical 
operation which does not require the patient to 
stay overnight in hospital. Also called day 

case surgery 

dazed /deizd/ adjective confused in the mind 
O She was found walking about in a dazed 
condition. O He was dazed after the accident. 
dB abbr decibel 

DCR abbr dacryocystorhinostomy 
DDS abbr US doctor of dental surgery 
DDT abbr dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
de- /di:/ prefix removal or loss 
dead /ded/ adjective 1 . no longer alive O My 
grandparents are both dead O The woman was 
rescued from the crash, but was certified dead 
on arrival at the hospital 2. not sensitive O The 
nerve endings are dead. O His fingers went 
dead. 

deaden /'ded(o)n/ verb to make something 
such as pain or noise less strong O The doctor 
gave him an injection to deaden the pain. 
dead fingers /ded 'figgoz/ noun same as 

Raynaud’s disease 

deadly nightshade /.dedli 'naitjeid/ noun 

same as belladonna 

dead man’s fingers /,ded msenz 'firjgoz/ 
noun same as Raynaud’s disease 

dead space /ded speis/ noun a breath in the 
last part of the process of breathing in air 
which does not get further than the bronchial 
tubes 

deaf /def/ adjective not able to hear in circum¬ 
stances where most people would O You have 
to speak slowly and clearly when you talk to 
Mr Jones because he's quite deaf. C> hearing- 
impaired ■ plural noun □ the deaf people who 
are deaf 

deaf and dumb /,def on 'dAm/ noun not 
able to hear or to speak (note: This term is re¬ 
garded as offensive.) 

deafen /'def(o)n/ verb to make someone deaf 
for a time O He was deafened by the explosion. 
deafness /'defnos/ noun the fact of being un¬ 
able to hear in circumstances where most peo¬ 
ple would O partial deafness 1 . the condition 
of being able to hear some tones, but not all 2. 
a general dulling of the whole range of hearing 
comment: Deafness has many degrees and 
many causes: old age, viruses, exposure to 
continuous loud noise or intermittent loud ex¬ 
plosions, and diseases such as German mea¬ 
sles. 

deaminate /dii'cemineit/ verb to remove an 
amino group from an amino acid, forming am¬ 
monia 

deamination /di: l 2 emi'neiJ'(o)n/ noun the 
process by which amino acids are broken 
down in the liver and urea is formed 
comment: After deamination, the ammonia 
which is formed is converted to urea by the liv- 
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er, while the remaining carbon and hydrogen 
from the amino acid provide the body with 
heat and energy. 

death /de9/ noun the permanent end of all nat¬ 
ural functions 

death certificate /'de0 so.tifikot/ noun an 
official document signed by a doctor stating 
that a person has died and giving details of the 
person and the cause of death 
death rate /'de0 reit/ noun the number of 
deaths per year per thousand of population O 
The death rate from cancer of the liver has re¬ 
mained stable. 

debilitate /di'biliteit/ verb to make someone 
or something weak O He was debilitated by a 
long illness. 

debilitating disease /di.biliteitirj di'ziiz/ 
noun a disease which makes the person weak 
debility /di'biliti/ noun general weakness 
debridement /di'briidmont/ noun the re¬ 
moval of dirt or dead tissue from a wound to 
help healing 

deca- /deko/ prefix ten. Symbol da 
Decadron /'dekodron/ a trade name for dex- 
amethasone 

decalcification /di:,kaelsifi'keij(9)n/ noun 
the loss of calcium salts from teeth and bones 
decannulation /dii.kcenju'leij^n/ noun 
the removal of a tracheostomy tube 
decapitation /d^ksepi'teij^n/ noun the 
act or process of cutting off the head of a per¬ 
son or animal 

decapsulation /dii.ksepsjuTeiJ^n/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a capsule from an 
organ, especially from a kidney 
decay /di'kei/ noun 1. the process by which 
tissues become rotten, caused by the action of 
microorganisms and oxygen 2. damage caused 
to tissue or a tooth by the action of microor¬ 
ganisms, especially bacteria ■ verb (of tissue) 
to rot O The surgeon removed decayed matter 
from the wound. 

deci- /desi/ prefix one tenth (10' 1 ) O decigram 
Symbol d 

decibel /'desibel/ noun a unit of measure¬ 
ment of the loudness of sound, used to com¬ 
pare different levels of sound. Symbol dB 
comment: Normal conversation is at about 
50dB. Very loud noise with a value of over 
120dB, e.g. that of aircraft engines, can cause 
pain. 

decidua /di'sidjuo/ noun a membrane which 
lines the uterus after fertilisation (note: The 
plural is deciduas or deciduae.) 
comment: The decidua is divided into several 
parts: the decidua basalis, where the embryo 
is attached, the decidua capsularis, which 
covers the embryo and the decidua vera 
which is the rest of the decidua not touching 
the embryo. It is expelled after the birth of the 
baby. 

decidual /di'sidjuol/ adjective referring to 
the decidua 


deciduoma /di.sidju'oumo/ noun a mass of 
decidual tissue remaining in the uterus after 
birth (note: The plural is deciduomas or decid- 
uomata.) 

deciduous /di'sidjuos/ adjective referring to 
teeth discarded at a later stage of development 
deciduous dentition /di.sidjuos den 
'tiJ(o)n/ noun the set of twenty teeth which are 
gradually replaced by the permanent teeth as a 
child grows older 

deciduous tooth /di'sidjuos tu:0/ noun 

same as primary tooth 

decilitre /'desiliito/ noun a unit of measure¬ 
ment of liquid equal to one tenth of a litre. 
Symbol dl (note: The US spelling is deciliter.) 
decimetre /'desimiito/ noun a unit of meas¬ 
urement of length equal to one tenth of a me¬ 
tre. Symbol dm (note: The US spelling is deci¬ 
meter.) 

decompensation /dii.kDmpon'seiJ^n/ 
noun a condition in which an organ such as the 
heart cannot cope with extra stress placed on it 
and so is unable to perform its function prop¬ 
erly 

decompose /.diikom'pouz/ verb to rot or 
become putrefied (note: decomposing - de¬ 
composed) 

decomposition /.diikDmpo'ziJ^n/ noun 
the process where dead matter is rotted by the 
action of bacteria or fungi 
decompression ^diikom'prej^n/ noun 1. 
reduction of pressure 2. a controlled reduction 
of atmospheric pressure which occurs as a div¬ 
er returns to the surface 
decompression sickness /.diikom 
,prej(9)n 'siknos/ noun same as caisson dis¬ 
ease 

decongest /,di:k9n'd3est/ verb to loosen or 
disperse mucus in the nasal passages, sinuses 
or bronchi 

decongestant / l di:kon , d3est9nt/ adjective 
reducing congestion and swelling ■ noun a 
drug which reduces congestion and swelling, 
sometimes used to unblock the nasal passages 
decontamination /.diikontasmi'neij^n/ 
noun the removal of a contaminating substance 
such as radioactive material 
decortication /di^koiti'keij^n/ noun the 
surgical removal of the cortex of an organ □ 
decortication of a lung a surgical operation to 
remove part of the pleura which has been 
thickened or made stiff by chronic empyema 
decrudescence /,di:kru:'des(9)ns/ noun a 
reduction in the symptoms of a disease 
decubitus /di'kjuibitos/ noun the position 
of a person who is lying down 
decubitus ulcer /di,kju:bitos 'aIso/ noun 
same as bedsore 

decussation /.diikA'seiJ^n/ noun the 
crossing of nerve fibres in the central nervous 
system. Also called chiasm 
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deep /di:p/ adjective located, coming from or 
reaching relatively far inside the body. Oppo¬ 
site superficial 

deep cervical vein /di:p 's3:vik(o)l vein/ 
noun a vein in the neck which drains into the 
vertebral vein 

deep dermal burn /di:p 'd3:m(o)l b3in/ 
noun a burn which is so severe that a graft will 
be necessary to repair the skin damage. Also 
called full thickness burn 
deep facial vein /di:p 'feiJ\o)l vein/ noun a 
small vein which drains from the pterygoid 
process behind the cheek into the facial vein 
deeply /'diipli/ adverb so as to take in a large 
amount of air O He was breathing deeply. 
deep plantar arch /diip 'plasntor aitJV 
noun a curved artery crossing the sole of the 
foot 

deep vein /di:p 'vein/ noun a vein which is 
inside the body near a bone, as opposed to a 
superficial vein near the skin 
deep-vein thrombosis /,di:p vein Gram 
'bousis/ noun a condition arising when a 
thrombus formed in the deep veins of a leg or 
the pelvis travels to a lung where it may cause 
death. The condition may affect anyone who is 
inactive for long periods. Also called phle- 
bothrombosis. Abbr DVT 
defecate /'defokeit/, defaecate verb to pass 
faeces out from the bowels through the anus 
(note: defecating - defecated) 
defecation /,def9'keiJXo)n/, defaecation 
noun the act of passing out faeces from the 
bowels 

defect /'diifekt/ noun 1 . an unsatisfactory or 
imperfect feature of something 2. a lack of 
something which is necessary 
defective /di'fektiv/ adjective working badly 
or wrongly formed O The surgeons operated 
to repair a defective heart valve. ■ noun a per¬ 
son suffering from severe mental impairment 
(note: The noun use is regarded as offensive.) 
defence /di'fens/ noun 1 . resistance against 
an attack of a disease 2. behaviour of a person 
which is aimed at protecting him or her from 
harm (note: The US spelling is defense.) 
defence mechanism /di'fens 

.mekonizCo)!!!/ noun a subconscious reflex by 
which a person prevents himself or herself 
from showing emotion 
defense /di'fens/ noun US same as defence 
defensive medicine /di.fensiv 

'med(3)s(o)n/ noun extensive diagnostic test¬ 
ing before treatment to minimise the likeli¬ 
hood of a patient suing the doctor or hospital 
for negligence 

deferent /'deforont/ adjective 1 . going away 
from the centre 2. referring to the vas deferens 
defervescence /,def9'ves(3)ns/ noun a pe¬ 
riod during which a fever is subsiding 


defibrillation /di:,fibn'leij(9)n/ noun a pro¬ 
cedure to correct an irregular heartbeat by ap¬ 
plying a large electrical impulse to the chest 
wall, especially in potentially life-threatening 
circumstances. Also called cardioversion 
defibrillator /dii'fibrileito/ noun an appara¬ 
tus used to apply an electric impulse to the 
heart to make it beat regularly 
defibrination /dii.faibri'neij^n/ noun the 
removal of fibrin from a blood sample to pre¬ 
vent clotting 

deficiency /di'fiJ'(o)nsi/ noun a lack of 
something necessary 

deficiency disease /di'fi/(o)nsi di.ziiz/ 
noun a disease caused by lack of an essential 
element in the diet such as vitamins or essen¬ 
tial amino and fatty acids 
deficient /di'fiJ(o)nt/ adjective not meeting 
the required standard □ deficient in some¬ 
thing not containing the necessary amount of 
something O His diet is deficient in calcium or 
he has a calcium-deficient diet. 
deficit /'defisit/ noun the amount by which 
something is less than it should be 
defloration /,di:flo:'reiJ(9)n/ noun the act of 
breaking the hymen of a virgin, usually at the 
first sexual intercourse 

deflorescence /,di:fta:'res(9)ns/ noun the 
disappearance of a rash 
deformans /dii'foimonz/» osteitis deform¬ 
ans 

deformation /,di:foi'meiJ(3)n/ noun the 
process of becoming deformed, or the state of 
being deformed O The later stages of the dis¬ 
ease are marked by bone deformation. 
deformed /di'foimd/ adjective not shaped or 
formed in the expected way 
deformity /di'foimiti/ noun an unusual 
shape of part of the body 
degenerate /di'dgenoreit/ verb to change so 
as not to be able to function O His health de¬ 
generated so much that he was incapable of 
looking after himself. 

degeneration /di.dseno'reij^n/ noun a 
change in the structure of a cell or organ so that 
it no longer works properly 
degenerative disease /di,d3en(3)r9tiv di 
'ziiz/, degenerative disorder /di 
,d3en(o)r9tiv dis'oido/ noun a disease or dis¬ 
order in which there is progressive loss of 
function of a part of the body, or in which a 
part of the body fails to repair itself 
degenerative joint disease /di 
,d3en(o)r3tiv 'd33int di,zi:z/ noun same as 
osteoarthritis 

deglutition /.diiglui'tiJXo)^ noun the action 
of passing food or liquid, and sometimes also 
air, from the mouth into the oesophagus 
(technical) Also called swallowing 
dehisced /di'hist/ adjective referring to a 
wound which has split open after being closed 
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dehiscence /di'his(3)ns/ noun the act of 
opening wide 

dehydrate /,di:hai'dreit/ verb to lose water, 
or cause someone or something to lose water O 
During strenuous exercise it’s easy to become 
dehydrated, (note: dehydrating - dehydrated) 
dehydration /,di:hai'dreij(9)n/ noun loss of 
water 

‘...an estimated 60-70% of diarrhoeal deaths are 
caused by dehydration’ [Indian Journal of Medical 
Sciences ] 

comment: Water is more essential than food 
for a human being’s survival. If someone 
drinks during the day less liquid than is 
passed out of the body in urine and sweat, he 
or she begins to dehydrate, 
dehydrogenase /,di:hai'drDd 3 oneiz/ noun 
an enzyme that transfers hydrogen between 
chemical compounds 

deja vu /,dei 3 a: 'vu:/ noun an illusion that a 
new situation is a previous one being repeated, 
usually caused by a disease of the brain 

Dejerine-Klumpke’s syndrome noun 
same as Klumpke’s paralysis 

deleterious /.deli'tiorios/ adjective damag¬ 
ing or harmful 

Delhi boil /.deli 'boil/ noun same as cutane¬ 
ous leishmaniasis 

delicate /'delikot/ adjective 1 . easily broken 
or harmed O The bones of a baby's skull are 
very delicate. O The eye is covered by a deli¬ 
cate membrane. 2. easily falling ill O His deli¬ 
cate state of health means that he is not able to 
work long hours. 3. requiring great care or sen¬ 
sitivity O The surgeons carried out a delicate 
operation to join the severed nerves. 
delirious /di'lirios/ adjective affected by de¬ 
lirium. A person can become delirious because 
of shock, fear, drugs or fever, 
delirium /di'liriom/ noun a mental state in 
which someone is confused, excited and rest¬ 
less and has hallucinations 
delirium tremens /di.liriom 'triimenz/, 
delirium alcoholicum /di.liriom .aelko'hD 
likom/ noun a state of mental illness usually 
found in long-term alcoholics who attempt to 
give up alcohol consumption. It includes hal¬ 
lucinations about insects, trembling and ex¬ 
citement. Abbr DTs 

delivery /di'liv(o)ri/ noun the birth of a child 
delivery bed /di'liv(o)ri bed/ noun a special 
bed on which a mother lies to give birth 
delivery room /di'liv(o)ri ru:m/ noun a 
room in a hospital specially equipped for 
women to give birth 

delta /'delta/ noun the fourth letter of the 
Greek alphabet 

delta hepatitis /.delta .hepa'taitis/ noun a 
severe form of hepatitis caused by an RNA vi¬ 
rus in conjunction with the hepatitis B virus. 
Also called hepatitis delta 


delta virus /.delta 'vairas/ noun the RNA vi¬ 
rus which causes delta hepatitis 
delta wave /'delta weiv/ noun a slow brain 
wave which is produced in the front of the 
brain by adults in deep sleep, registering a fre¬ 
quency of 3.5 hertz 

deltoid /'deltoid/, deltoid muscle /'deltoid 
,mAs(a)l/ noun a big triangular muscle cover¬ 
ing the shoulder joint and attached to the hu¬ 
merus, which lifts the arm sideways 
deltoid tuberosity /.deltoid .tjuiba'rositi/ 
noun a raised part of the humerus to which the 
deltoid muscle is attached 
delusion /di'lu: 3 (a)n/ noun a false belief 
which a person holds which cannot be changed 
by reason O He suffered from the delusion that 
he was wanted by the police. 
dementia /di'menjo/ noun the loss of mental 
ability and memory due to organic disease of 
the brain, causing disorientation and personal¬ 
ity changes 

‘AIDS dementia is a major complication of HIV in¬ 
fection, occurring in 70-90% of patients’ [British 

Journal of Nursing] 

dementia of the Alzheimer’s type /di 

.menjo ov di 'aeltshaimoz ,taip/ noun a form 
of mental degeneration probably due to Alzhe¬ 
imer’s disease 

dementia paralytica /di.menjo .psero'litiko/ 
noun mental degeneration due to the tertiary 
stage of syphilis 

dementia praecox /di.menjo priikDks/ 
noun same as schizophrenia {old) 
dementing /di'mentirj/ adjective referring to 
someone with dementia 
demi- /demi/ prefix half 
demographic forecast /.demograefik 
'foikaist/ noun a forecast of the numbers of 
people of different ages and sexes in an area at 
some time in the future 

demography /di'mogrofi/ noun the study of 
populations and environments or changes af¬ 
fecting populations 

demulcent /dl'mAlsont/ noun a soothing 
substance which relieves irritation in the stom¬ 
ach 

demyelinating /dii'maiolineitii]/ adjective 
relating to the destruction of the myelin sheath 
round nerve fibres 

demyelination /dii.maioli'neiJXojn/ noun 
the destruction of the myelin sheath round 
nerve fibres, caused, e.g. by injury to the head, 
or as the main result of multiple sclerosis 
denatured alcohol /dii.neitjod 'aelkohol/ 
noun ethyl alcohol such as methylated spirit, 
rubbing alcohol or surgical spirit with an addi¬ 
tive, usually methyl alcohol, to make it un¬ 
pleasant to drink 

dendrite /'dendrait/ noun a branched struc¬ 
ture growing out from a nerve cell, which re¬ 
ceives impulses from the nerve endings of oth- 
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er nerve cells at synapses. See illustration at 
neurone in Supplement. Also called dendron 
dendritic /den'dritik/ adjective referring to a 
dendrite 

dendritic ulcer /den,dritik 'Alsa/ noun a 
branching ulcer on the cornea, caused by a her¬ 
pesvirus 

dendron /'dendrDn/ noun same as dendrite 
denervation /,di:na'veij(a)n/ noun the stop¬ 
ping or cutting of the nerve supply to a part of 
the body 

dengue /'deggi/ noun a tropical disease 
caused by an arbovirus transmitted by mosqui¬ 
toes, characterised by high fever, pains in the 
joints, headache and rash. Also called break- 
bone fever 

denial /di'naial/ noun a person’s refusal to 
accept that he or she has a serious medical 
problem 

Denis Browne splint /.dems braun 
'splint/ noun a metal splint used to correct a 
club foot [Described 1934. After Sir Denis John 
Wolko Browne (1892-1967), Australian ortho¬ 
paedic and general surgeon working in Britain.] 
dens /denz/ noun a tooth, or something 
shaped like a tooth 

dent- /dent/ prefix referring to a tooth or teeth 
dental /'dent(a)l/ adjective referring to teeth 
or to the treatment of teeth O dental caries O 
dental surgeon 

dental care /'dent(a)l kea/ noun the exami¬ 
nation and treatment of teeth 
dental caries /,dent(a)l 'keariz/ noun the 
rotting of a tooth. Also called dental decay 
dental cyst /,dent(a)l 'sist/ noun a cyst near 
the root of a tooth 

dental decay /,dent(a)l di'kei/ noun same 

as dental caries 

dental floss /'dent(a)l flDs/ noun a soft 
thread which can be pulled between the teeth 
to help keep them clean 
dental hygiene /,dent(a)l 'haid 3 i:n/ noun 
procedures to keep the teeth clean and healthy 
dental impaction /,dent(a)l im'paskJXajn/ 
noun a condition in which a tooth is closely 
pressed against other teeth and cannot grow 
normally 

dental plaque /,dent(a)l 'plcek/ noun a hard 
smooth bacterial deposit on teeth, which is the 
probable cause of caries 
dental plate /'dent(a)l pleit/ noun a prosthe¬ 
sis made to the shape of the mouth, which 
holds artificial teeth 

dental prosthesis /,dent(a)l prDs'0i:sis/ 
noun one or more false teeth 
dental pulp /,dent(a)l 'pAlp/ noun soft tissue 
inside a tooth 

dental surgeon /'dent(a)l ,s3:d3an/ noun a 
person who is qualified to practise surgery on 
teeth 


dental surgery /'dent(a)l ,s3id3ari/ noun 1. 
the office and operating room of a dentist 2. 
surgery carried out on teeth 
dentine /'dentiin/ noun a hard substance 
which surrounds the pulp of teeth, beneath the 
enamel (note: The US spelling is dentin.) 
dentist /'dentist/ noun a person who is qual¬ 
ified to look after teeth and gums 
dentistry /'dentistri/ noun the profession of 
a dentist, or the branch of medicine dealing 
with teeth and gums 

dentition /den'tij(a)n/ noun the number, ar¬ 
rangement and special characteristics of all the 
teeth in a person’s jaws 
comment: Children have incisors, canines 
and molars, which are replaced over a period 
of years by the permanent teeth: eight inci¬ 
sors, four canines, eight premolars and twelve 
molars, the last four molars being called the 
wisdom teeth. 

dentoid /'dentoid/ adjective shaped like a 
tooth 

denture /'dentja/ noun a set of false teeth, 
fixed to a device which fits inside the mouth 
deodorant /di'aud(a)rant/ noun a substance 
which hides or prevents unpleasant smells ■ 
adjective hiding or preventing odours 
deontology /.diinn'tnladsi/ noun the ethics 
of duty and of what is morally right or wrong 
deoxygenate /di:'Dksid3oneit/ verb to re¬ 
move oxygen from something 
deoxygenated blood /di:,Dksid 3 aneit 
'bUd/ noun blood from which most of the ox¬ 
ygen has been removed by the tissues. It is 
darker than arterial oxygenated blood. Also 
called venous blood. Compare deoxygenated 
blood 

deoxyribonucleic acid /dii.Dksi.raibau 
nju:,klink 'sesid/ noun full form of DNA 

Department of Health /di,pa:tmant av 
'hel0/ noun in the UK, the government depart¬ 
ment in charge of health services. Abbr DH 
dependant /di'pendant/ noun a person who 
is looked after or supported by someone else O 
He has to support a family of six children and 
several dependants. 

dependence /di'pendans/, dependency /di 

'pendansi/ noun the fact of needing the sup¬ 
port of something or someone such as a carer, 
nurse or doctor, or of being addicted to a drug 
dependent /di'pendant/ adjective 1 . needing 
the support of someone or something 2. addict¬ 
ed to a drug 3. referring to a part of the body 
which is hanging down 
dependent relative /dependant 'relativ/ 
noun a person who is looked after by another 
member of the family 

depersonalisation /di: ,p3is(a)n(a)lai 
'zeij(a)n/, depersonalization noun a psychi¬ 
atric state in which someone does not believe 
he or she is real 
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depilation /,depi'161/(9)11/ noun the removal 
of hair 

depilatory /di'pil3t(o)ri/ noun a substance 
which removes hair ■ adjective removing hair 
depletion /di'pli:J(o)n/ noun the act or proc¬ 
ess of something being reduced 
Depo-Provera a trademark for a proges¬ 
terone derivative used in birth control and 
the treatment of endometriosis which is ad¬ 
ministered by three-monthly injection 
deposit /di'pDZit/ noun a substance which is 
attached to part of the body O Some foods 
leave a hard deposit on teeth. O A deposit of 
fat forms on the walls of the arteries. ■ verb to 
attach a substance to part of the body O Fat is 
deposited on the walls of the arteries. 
depressant /di'pres(o)nt/ noun a drug 
which reduces the activity of part of the body, 
e.g. a tranquilliser 

depressed /di'prest/ adjective 1 . experienc¬ 
ing a mental condition that prevents someone 
from carrying out the normal activities of life 
in the usual way □ clinically depressed Same 
as depressed 2. feeling miserable and worried 
(informal ) O He was depressed after his exam 
results. 3. referring to something such as a 
metabolic rate which is below the usual level 
depressed fracture /di.prest 'fraektjo/ 
noun a fracture of a flat bone such as those in 
the skull where part of the bone has been 
pushed down lower than the surrounding parts 
depression /di'preJ(o)n/ noun 1 . a mental 
condition that prevents someone from carrying 
out the normal activities of life in the usual 
way 2. a hollow on the surface of a part of the 
body 

depressive /di'presiv/ adjective relating to, 
causing, or experiencing mental depression O 
He is in a depressive state. ■ noun 1. a sub¬ 
stance which causes depression 2. someone 
experiencing depression 
depressor /di 1 press/ noun 1. a muscle which 
pulls part of the body downwards 2. a nerve 
which reduces the activity of an organ such as 
the heart and lowers blood pressure 
deprivation /.depri'veiJXsjn/ noun 1 . the 
fact of not being able to have something that 
you need or want O sleep deprivation 2. the 
lack of basic necessities of life 
deradenitis /di.rasdi'naitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the lymph nodes in the neck 
Dercum’s disease /'d3:ksmz di,zi:z/ noun 
same as adiposis dolorosa [Described 1888. 
After Frangois Xavier Dercum (1856-1931), Pro¬ 
fessor of Neurology at Jefferson Medical Col¬ 
lege, Philadelphia, USA.] 
derealisation /di^riolai'zeiJXojn/, dereali¬ 
zation noun a psychological state in which 
someone feels the world around him or her is 
not real 


derivative /di'rivotiv/ noun a substance 
which is derived from another substance 
derm- /d3:m/ prefix same as derma- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

-derm /d3im/ suffix skin 

derma- /d3:mo/ prefix skin 

dermal /'d3:m(3)l/ adjective referring to the 

skin 

dermatitis /.dsimo'taitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the skin 

‘...various types of dermal reaction to nail varnish 
have been noted. Also contact dermatitis caused by 
cosmetics such as toothpaste, soap, shaving creams.’ 
[Indian Journal of Medical Sciences ] 

dermatitis artefacta /.dsimotaitis ,a:ti 
■faskto/ noun injuries caused by someone to 
their own skin 

dermatitis herpetiformis /,d3:m9taitis ho 
.peti'foimis/ noun a type of dermatitis where 
large itchy blisters form on the skin 
dermato- /d3imotou/ prefix referring to the 
skin 

dermatochalasis /.dsimotouko'kesis/ 
noun a condition where a fold of skin moves 
down over the eyelid, common in older people 
dermatographia /,d3:motou'greefio/ noun 

same as dermographia 

dermatological /,d3:moto'lDd3ik(o)l/ ad¬ 
jective referring to dermatology 
dermatologist /.dsimo'tDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in the study and treat¬ 
ment of the skin and its diseases 
dermatology /.dsimo'tDlodsi/ noun the 
study and treatment of the skin and its diseases 
dermatome /'d3imotoum/ noun 1. a special 
knife used for cutting thin sections of skin for 
grafting 2. an area of skin supplied by one spi¬ 
nal nerve 

dermatomycosis /,d3:motoumai'kousis/ 
noun a skin infection caused by a fungus that 
is not a dermatophyte 

dermatomyositis /.dsimotoumaiou'saitis/ 
noun a collagen disease with a wasting inflam¬ 
mation of the skin and muscles 
dermatophyte /'dsimotoufait/ noun a fun¬ 
gus belonging to one of three genera which af¬ 
fect the skin or hair, causing tinea 
dermatophytosis /.dsimotoufai'tousis/ 
noun a fungal infection of the skin caused by a 
dermatophyte 

dermatoplasty /'dsimotouplcesti/ noun a 
skin graft, replacing damaged skin by skin tak¬ 
en from another part of the body or from a do¬ 
nor 

dermatosis /.dsimo'tousis/ noun a disease 
of the skin 

dermis /'d3:mis/ noun a thick layer of living 
skin beneath the epidermis. Also called cori- 
um 

dermo- /d3:mou/ prefix same as derma- 
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dermographia /.dsimo'grsefio/ noun a 
swelling on the skin produced by pressing with 
a blunt instrument, usually an allergic reac¬ 
tion. Also called dermatographia 
dermoid /'d3:moid/ adjective 1. referring to 
the skin 2. like skin 

dermoid cyst /'d3:moid sist/ noun a cyst 
found under the skin, usually in the midline, 
containing hair, sweat glands and sebaceous 
glands 

Descemet’s membrane /dejo'mets 
.membrein/ noun one of the deep layers of the 
cornea [Described 1785. After Jean Descemet 
(1732-1810), French physician; Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery in Paris.] 
descending aorta /di,sendir) ei'oito/ noun 
the second section of the aorta, which turns 
downwards. Compare ascending aorta 
descending colon /di.sendig 'kouton/ 
noun the third section of the colon which goes 
down the left side of the body. Compare as¬ 
cending colon. See illustration at digestive 
system in Supplement 

descending tract /di.sendig 'traskt/nouna 
set of nerves which takes impulses away from 
the head 

desensitisation /dii.sensitai'zeiJXojn/, de¬ 
sensitization noun 1 . the act of making some¬ 
one or something no longer sensitive to some¬ 
thing such as an allergen 2. the treatment of an 
allergy by giving a person injections of small 
quantities of the substance to which he or she 
is allergic over a period of time until they be¬ 
come immune to it 

desensitise /dii'sensotaiz/, desensitize 

verb 1 . to deaden a nerve and remove sensitiv¬ 
ity O The patient was prescribed a course of 
desensitising injections. 2. to treat someone 
suffering from an allergy by giving graduated 
injections of the substance to which he or she 
is allergic over a period of time until they be¬ 
come immune to it 

designer drug /di'zaino drAg/ noun a drug 
that has been modified to enhance its proper¬ 
ties ( informal) 

desogestrel /.deso'dsestrol/ noun a hor¬ 
mone used an as oral contraceptive 
desquamate /'deskwomeit/ verb {of skin) to 
peel off, or be removed in layers 
desquamation ^deskwo'meiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the continual process of losing the outer layer 
of dead skin 2. peeling off of the epithelial part 
of a structure 

detach /di'taet// verb to separate one thing 
from another O an operation to detach the 
cusps of the mitral valve 
detached retina /di,t£etjt 'retina/ noun a 
condition in which the retina becomes partial¬ 
ly separated from the eyeball, causing loss of 
vision. Also called retinal detachment 
comment: A detached retina can be caused 
by a blow to the eye, or simply is a condition 


occurring in old age. If left untreated the eye 
will become blind. A detached retina can 
sometimes be attached to the choroid again 
using lasers. 

detect /di'tekt/ verb to sense or to notice, 
usually something which is very small or diffi¬ 
cult to see O an instrument to detect micro¬ 
scopic changes in cell structure O The nurses 
detected a slight improvement in the patient’s 
condition. 

detection /di'tekjon/ noun the action of de¬ 
tecting something O the detection of sounds by 
nerves in the ears O the detection of a cyst us¬ 
ing an endoscope 

detergent /di't3id3ont/ noun a cleaning sub¬ 
stance which removes grease and bacteria 
comment: Most detergents are not allergenic 
but some biological detergents which contain 
enzymes to remove protein stains can cause 
dermatitis. 

deteriorate /di'tiorioreit/ verb to become 
worse O The patient’s condition deteriorated 
rapidly. 

deterioration /di.tiorio'reiJXojn/ noun the 
fact of becoming worse O The nurses were 
worried by the deterioration in the patient’s 
reactions. 

determine /di't3imin/ verb to find out some¬ 
thing by examining the evidence O Health in¬ 
spectors are trying to determine the cause of 
the outbreak of Salmonella poisoning. 
detox /dii'tDks/ noun same as detoxication 
( informal) 

detoxication /dii.tDksi'keiJXojn/, detoxifi¬ 
cation /di:,tDksifi'keiJ(3)n/ noun the remov¬ 
al of toxic substances to make a poisonous 
substance harmless 

detrition /di'triJ(o)n/ noun the fact of wear¬ 
ing away by rubbing or use 
detritus /di'traitos/ noun rubbish produced 
when something disintegrates 
detrusor muscle /di'truizo ,mAs(o)l/ noun 
the muscular coat of the urinary bladder 
Dettol /'detDl/ noun a trade name for a disin¬ 
fectant containing chloroxylenol 
detumescence /,di:tju:'mes(3)ns/ noun 1. 
{of the penis or clitoris after an erection or or¬ 
gasm) the process of becoming limp 2. {of a 
swelling) the process of disappearing 
deuteranopia /.djuitoro'noupio/ noun a 
form of colour blindness in which someone 
cannot see green 

develop /di'velop/ verb 1 . to become larger 
and stronger, or more complex O The embryo 
is developing normally. O A swelling devel¬ 
oped under the armpit. O The sore throat de¬ 
veloped into an attack of meningitis. 2. to 
make something start to happen O We’re de¬ 
veloping a new system for dealing with admis¬ 
sion to A & E. 3. to make something start to 
grow or become larger, stronger or more com¬ 
plex O He does exercises to develop his mus¬ 
cles. 4. to start to have an illness O The baby 
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may be developing a cold. O He developed 
complications and was rushed to hospital. 
‘...rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic inflammatory 
disease which can affect many systems in the body, 
but mainly the joints. 70% of sufferers develop the 
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints.’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

development /di'velopmont/ noun 1 . the 
process of growing, or of becoming larger and 
stronger, or more complex O The development 
of the embryo takes place in the uterus. 2. 
something which happens and causes a change 
in a situation O Report any developments to me 
at once. 

developmental /d^velop'mentCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the development of an embryo 
developmental delay /development(o)l 
di ,lei/ noun the fact of being later than usual in 
developing, either physically or psychologi¬ 
cally 

deviance /'diivions/ noun sexual behaviour 
which is considered unusual 
deviated nasal septum /.diivieitid 
,neiz(o)l 'septom/, deviated septum / 
,di:vieitid 'septom/ noun an unusual position 
of the septum of the nose which may block the 
nose and cause nosebleeds 
deviation /.diivi'eiJXojn/ noun 1. the fact of 
being different from what is usual or expected 
or something which is different from what is 
usual or expected 2. an unusual position of a 
joint or of the eye, as in strabismus 
Devic’s disease /do'viks di,zi:z/ noun 
same as neuromyelitis optica [Described 1894. 
After Devic, a French physician who died in 
1930.] 

dexamethasone /.dekso'meGosoun/ noun 
a synthetic steroid drug that is used to treat in¬ 
flammation and hormonal imbalances 
Dexa scan noun a technique to assess chang¬ 
es in someone’s bone density, as in osteoporo¬ 
sis or in Paget’s disease. Full form Dual Ener¬ 
gy X-Ray Absorptiometry 
dextro- /dekstrou/ prefix referring to the 
right, or the right side of the body 
dextrocardia /.dekstrou'kaidio/ noun a 
congenital condition in which the apex of the 
heart is towards the right of the body instead of 
the left. Compare laevocardia 
dextromoramide /.dekstro'moiromaid/ 
noun an opioid drug used to reduce pain 
dextrose /'dekstrouz/ noun same as glucose 
DH abbr Department of Health 
dhobie itch /.doubi 'itJV noun same as tinea 
cruris 

DI abbr donor insemination 

di- /dai/ prefix two, double 

dia- /daio/ prefix 1 . through or throughout 2. 

across 3. in different or opposite directions 4. 

apart 

diabetes /.daio'biitiiz/ noun 1 . one of a 
group of diseases which cause the body to pro¬ 


diagnosis 

duce large amounts of urine. i> gestational di¬ 
abetes 2. same as diabetes mellitus 
diabetes insipidus /daio.biitiiz in'sipidos/ 
noun a rare disorder of the pituitary gland 
causing an inadequate amount of the hormone 
vasopressin, which controls urine production, 
to be produced, leading to excessive passing of 
urine and extreme thirst 
diabetes mellitus /daio.biitiiz 'melitos/ 
noun a disease where the body cannot control 
sugar absorption because the pancreas does 
not secrete enough insulin 
comment: Diabetes mellitus has two forms: 
Type I may have a viral trigger caused by an 
infection which affects the cells in the pancre¬ 
as which produce insulin; Type II is caused by 
a lower sensitivity to insulin, is common in old¬ 
er people, and is associated with obesity. 
Symptoms of diabetes mellitus are tiredness, 
unusual thirst, frequent passing of water and 
sweet-smelling urine. Blood and urine tests 
show high levels of sugar. Treatment for Type 
II diabetes involves keeping to a strict diet and 
reducing weight, and sometimes the use of 
oral hypoglycaemic drugs such as glibencla- 
mide. Type II diabetes is treated with regular 
injections of insulin. 

diabetic /.daio'betik/ adjective 1 . referring to 
diabetes mellitus 2. referring to food which 
contains few carbohydrates and sugar O dia¬ 
betic chocolate ■ noun a person who has dia¬ 
betes 

diabetic cataract /.daiobetik 'ksetoraskt/ 
noun a cataract which develops in people who 
have diabetes 

diabetic coma /,dai9betik 'koumo/ noun a 
state of unconsciousness caused by untreated 
diabetes 

diabetic diet /.daiobetik 'daiot/ noun a diet 
which is low in carbohydrates and sugar 
diabetic retinopathy /.daiobetik reti 
'nopoGi/ noun a disease of the retina, caused 
by diabetes 

diabetogenic /.daiobeto'dsenik/ adjective 
which causes diabetes 

diabetologist /.daiobe'tDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor specialising in the treatment of diabetes 
mellitus 

diaclasia /.daio'kleizio/ noun a fracture 
made by a surgeon to repair an earlier fracture 
which has set badly, or to correct a deformity 
diadochokinesis /dai.zedokoukai'niisis/ 
noun the natural ability to make muscles move 
limbs in opposite directions 
diagnose /'daiognouz/ verb to identify a 
condition or illness, by examining the person 
and noting symptoms O The doctor diagnosed 
appendicitis. O The patient was diagnosed 
with rheumatism. 

diagnosis ^daiog'nousis/ noun the act of di¬ 
agnosing a condition or illness O The doctor’s 
diagnosis was a viral infection, but the child’s 
parents asked for a second opinion. O They 
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diagnostic 

found it difficult to make a diagnosis. Compare 
prognosis (note: The plural is diagnoses.) 
diagnostic /.daiog'nDStik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to diagnosis 

diagnostic and treatment centre / 

.daiognDStik on 'triitmont ,sento/ noun a 
facility mainly for day surgery or short-term 
stay, where a range of planned operations such 
as joint replacements, hernia repair and cata¬ 
ract removal can be undertaken. Abbr DTC 
diagnostic imaging /,daiognDstik 'imidgig/ 
noun scanning for the purpose of diagnosis, 
e.g. of a pregnant woman to see if the fetus is 
healthy 

diagnostic process /.daiog.nostik 
'prouses/ noun the series of steps taken in 
making a diagnosis 

diagnostic radiographer noun | radiogra¬ 
pher 

diagnostic test /.daiognDstik 'test/ noun a 
test which helps a doctor diagnose an illness 
dialysate /dai'aelisot/ noun material which is 
subjected to dialysis 

dialyse /'daiolaiz/ verb to treat someone us¬ 
ing a kidney machine 

dialyser /'daiolaizo/ noun an apparatus 
which uses a membrane to separate solids 
from liquids, e.g. a kidney machine 
dialysis /dai'aelasis/ noun 1 . a procedure in 
which a membrane is used as a filter to sepa¬ 
rate soluble waste substances from the blood 2. 
same as renal dialysis 

diapedesis /.daiopi'diisis/ noun the move¬ 
ment of white blood cells through the walls of 
the capillaries into tissues in the development 
of inflammation 

diaphoresis /.daiofo'riisis/ noun excessive 
perspiration 

diaphoretic /.daiofo'retik/ noun a drug 
which causes sweating ■ adjective causing 
sweating 

diaphragm /'daiofrsem/ noun 1 . a thin layer 
of tissue stretched across an opening, especial¬ 
ly the flexible sheet of muscle and fibre which 
separates the chest from the abdomen and 
moves to pull air into the lungs in respiration 
2. same as vaginal diaphragm 
comment: The diaphragm is a muscle which, 
in breathing, expands and contracts with the 
walls of the chest. The average rate of respi¬ 
ration is about 16 times a minute, 
diaphragmatic /.daiofrgeg'mastik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a diaphragm, or like a dia¬ 
phragm 

diaphragmatic hernia /.daiofraegmeetik 
'hsinio/ noun a condition in which a mem¬ 
brane and organ in the abdomen pass through 
an opening in the diaphragm into the chest 
diaphragmatic pleura /.daiofraegmastik 
'pluoro/ noun part of the pleura which covers 
the diaphragm 


diaphragmatic pleurisy /.daiofraegmaetik 
'pluorisi/ noun inflammation of the pleura 
which covers the diaphragm 
diaphyseal ^daio'fiziol/ adjective referring 
to a diaphysis 

diaphysis /dai'asfosis/ noun the long central 
part of a long bone. Also called shaft. See il¬ 
lustration at bone marrow in Supplement 
diaphysitis /.daiofo'saitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the diaphysis, often associated with 
rheumatic disease 

diarrhoea /.daio'riio/ noun a condition in 
which someone frequently passes liquid faeces 
O attack of diarrhoea O mild/severe diarrhoea 
(note: The US spelling is diarrhea.) 
comment: Diarrhoea can have many causes: 
types of food or allergy to food; contaminated 
or poisoned food; infectious diseases, such as 
dysentery; sometimes worry or other emo¬ 
tions. 

diarrhoeal /.daio'riol/ adjective referring to 
or caused by diarrhoea 

diarthrosis /.daiai'Grousis/ noun same as 

synovial joint 

diastase /'daiosteiz/ noun an enzyme which 
breaks down starch and converts it into sugar 
diastasis /.daio'steisis/ noun 1 . a condition 
in which a bone separates into parts 2. disloca¬ 
tion of bones at an immovable joint 
diastema /.daio'stiimo/ noun 1 . an unusual¬ 
ly wide space between adjacent teeth 2. an un¬ 
usual gap in any body part or organ 
diastole /dai'aestoli/ noun the part of the 
process involved in each beat of the heart when 
its chambers expand and fill with blood. The 
period of diastole (usually 95 mmHg) lasts 
about 0.4 seconds in an average heart rate. 
Compare systole 

diastolic /.daio'stDlik/ adjective relating to 
the diastole 

diastolic pressure /.daiostolik 'prejo/ 
noun blood pressure taken at the diastole 
(note: Diastolic pressure is always lower than 
systolic.) 

diathermy /.daio'Osimi/ noun the use of 
high-frequency electric current to produce 
heat in body tissue 

comment: The difference between medical 
and surgical uses of diathermy is in the size of 
the electrodes used. Two large electrodes will 
give a warming effect over a large area (med¬ 
ical diathermy); if one of the electrodes is 
small, the heat will be concentrated enough to 
coagulate tissue (surgical diathermy), 
diathermy knife /.daio'Gsimi naif/ noun a 
knife used in surgical diathermy 
diathermy needle /dai9,03imi 'ni:d(o)l/ 
noun a needle used in surgical diathermy 
diathermy snare ^daio'Gsimi sneo/ noun a 
snare which is heated by electrodes and burns 
away tissue 

diathesis /dai'seGosis/ noun the general in¬ 
herited constitution of a person in relation to 
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digestive enzyme 


their susceptibility to specific diseases or aller¬ 
gies 

diazepam /dai'cezopsem/ noun a tranquillis¬ 
er used in the short term to treat anxiety and as 
a muscle relaxant. In the long term it is poten¬ 
tially addictive. 

diazoxide /.daio'zDksaid/ noun a drug used 
as a vasodilator, to reduce hypertension 
DIC abbr disseminated intravascular coagula¬ 
tion 

dicephalus /dai'sefolos/ noun a fetus with 
two heads 

dichlorphenamide /.daikbi'fenomaid/ 
noun a drug used to treat glaucoma 
dichromatism /.daikrou'maetizb)!!!/ noun 
colour blindness in which only two of the three 
primary colours can be seen. Compare mono¬ 
chromatism, trichromatism 
diclofenac sodium /.daikloufenaek 
'soudiom/ noun an anti-inflammatory drug 
used to treat rheumatic disease 
dicrotic pulse /dai.krotik 'pAls/, dicrotic 
wave /dai.krotik 'weiv/ noun a pulse which 
occurs twice with each heartbeat 
dicrotism /'daikrotiz(3)m/ noun a condition 
in which the pulse occurs twice with each 
heartbeat 

die /dai/ verb to stop living O His father died 
last year. O She died in a car crash, (note: dy¬ 
ing - died) 

diencephalon /.daien'sefohm, ,daien 
'kef ohm/ noun the central part of the fore¬ 
brain, formed of the thalamus, hypothalamus, 
pineal gland and third ventricle 
diet /'daiot/ noun the amount and type of food 
eaten O a balanced diet ■ verb to reduce the 
quantity of food you eat, or to change the type 
of food you eat, in order to become thinner or 
healthier O He is dieting to try to lose weight. 
dietary /'daiot(9)ri/ noun a system of nutri¬ 
tion and energy O The nutritionist supervised 
the dietaries for the patients. ■ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a diet 

dietary fibre /'dai9t(o)ri .faibo/ noun fi¬ 
brous matter in food, which cannot be digest¬ 
ed. Also called roughage 
comment: Dietary fibre is found in cereals, 
nuts, fruit and some green vegetables. There 
are two types of fibre in food: insoluble fibre, 
e.g. in bread and cereals, which is not digest¬ 
ed, and soluble fibre, e.g. in vegetables and 
pulses. Foods with the highest proportion of fi¬ 
bre include wholemeal bread, beans and 
dried apricots. Fibre is thought to be neces¬ 
sary to help digestion and avoid developing 
constipation, obesity and appendicitis. 

dietetic /.daio'tetik/ adjective referring to di¬ 
ets 

dietetic principles /.daiotetik 'pnns9p(o)lz/ 
noun rules concerning the body’s needs in 
food, vitamins or trace elements 


dietetics /.daio'tetiks/ noun the study of 
food, nutrition and health, especially when ap¬ 
plied to people’s food intake 
dieting /'daiotig/ noun the act of attempting 
to reduce weight by reducing the amount of 
food eaten O Eat sensibly and get plenty of ex¬ 
ercise, then there should be no need for diet¬ 
ing. 

dietitian /, dais'tif(3)n/ noun someone who 
specialises in the study of diet, especially 
someone in a hospital who supervises dietaries 
as part of the medical treatment of patients. i> 

nutritionist 

Dietl’s crisis /'di:t(o)lz .kraisis/ noun a 
painful blockage of the ureter, causing back 
pressure on the kidney which fills with urine 
and swells [After Joseph Dietl (1804-78), Polish 
physician] 

diet sheet /'daiot J*i:t/ noun a list of sugges¬ 
tions for quantities and types of food given to 
someone to follow 

differential /.difo'renjol/ adjective referring 
to a difference 

differential blood count /,diforenJol 
'bL\d ,kaunt/, differential white cell count / 

.diforenjol 'wait sel ,kaunt/ noun a test that 
shows the amounts of different types of white 
blood cell in a blood sample 
differential diagnosis /.difo.renJXo)! 
.daiog'nousis/ noun the identification of one 
disease from a number of other similar diseas¬ 
es by comparing the range of symptoms of 
each 

differentiation ^diforenji'eij^n/ noun the 
development of specialised cells during the 
early embryo stage 

diffuse verb /di'fju:z/ to spread through tis¬ 
sue, or cause something to spread O Some sub¬ 
stances easily diffuse through the walls of cap¬ 
illaries. ■ adjective /di'fjuis/ referring to a 
disease which is widespread in the body, or 
which affects many organs or cells 
diffusion /di'fju: 3 (s)n/ noun 1 . the process 
of mixing a liquid with another liquid, or a gas 
with another gas 2. the passing of a liquid or 
gas through a membrane 
digest /dai 'd 3 est/ verb to break down food in 
the alimentary canal and convert it into com¬ 
ponents which are absorbed into the body 
digestible /dai'd 3 estib(o)l/ adjective able to 
be digested O Glucose is an easily digestible 
form of sugar. 

digestion /dai'd 3 estJon/ noun the process 
by which food is broken down in the alimenta¬ 
ry canal into components which can be ab¬ 
sorbed by the body 

digestive /dai'd 3 estiv/ adjective relating to 
digestion 

digestive enzyme /dai,d 3 estiv 'enzaim/ 
noun an enzyme which encourages digestion 
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digestive juice 

digestive juice /dai'dgestiv ju:s/ noun t 
gastric juice, intestinal juice {usually plural) 
digestive system /dai'd 3 estiv .sistom/ 
noun the set of organs such as the stomach, liv¬ 
er and pancreas which are associated with the 
digestion of food. Also called alimentary sys¬ 
tem 

digestive tract /dai'd 3 estiv traskt/ noun 
same as alimentary canal 
digestive tube /dai'd 3 estiv tju:b/ adjective 
US same as alimentary canal 

digit /'did 3 it/ noun 1. a finger or a toe 2. a 
number 

digital /'did 3 it(o)l/ adjective 1 . referring to 
fingers or toes 2. representing data or physical 
quantities in numerical form 
digitalin /.didsi'teilin/, digitalis /,did 3 i'teilis/ 
noun a drug derived from foxglove leaves, 
used in small doses to treat heart conditions 
digitalise /'did3it9laiz/, digitalize verb to 
treat someone who has heart failure with dig- 
oxin 

digital palpation /,did3it(9)l pael'peij(9)n/ 
noun an examination of part of the body by 
feeling it with the fingers 
digital vein /'did3it(3)l vein/ noun a vein 
draining the fingers or toes 
digitoxin /,did 3 i'tDksin/ noun an extract of 
foxglove leaves, used as a drug to stimulate the 
heart in cases of heart failure or irregular heart¬ 
beat 

digoxin /dai'd3Dksin/ noun an extract of fox¬ 
glove leaves, which acts more rapidly than 
digitoxin when used as a heart stimulant 

dihydrocodeine tartrate /dai.haidrou 
,koudi:n 'taitreit/ noun an analgesic used to 
treat severe pain 

dilatation /.dailei'teiJXojn/, dilation /dai 
TeiJ(o)n/ noun 1 . the act of making a hollow 
space or a passage in the body bigger or wider 
O dilatation of the cervix during labour 2. ex¬ 
pansion of the pupil of the eye as a reaction to 
bad light or to drugs 

dilatation and curettage /dailei,teij(9)n 
on kjuo'retid 3 / noun a surgical operation to 
scrape the interior of the uterus to obtain a tis¬ 
sue sample or to remove products of miscar¬ 
riage. Abbr D & C 

dilate /dai'leit, di'leit/ verb to become wider 
or larger, or make something become wider or 
larger O The veins in the left leg have become 
dilated. O The drug is used to dilate the pupil 
of the eye. 

dilator /dai'leito/ noun 1 . an instrument used 
to widen the entrance to a cavity 2. a drug used 
to make part of the body expand 
dilator pupillae muscle /dai.leito pjui'pili: 
,mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle in the iris which pulls 
the iris back and so makes the pupil expand 


diltiazem hydrochloride /dil.taiozom 
^aidro'kloiraid/ noun a calcium channel 
blocker used to treat hypertension 
diluent /'diljuont/ noun a substance which is 
used to dilute a liquid, e.g. water 
dilute /dai'luit/ adjective with water added ■ 
verb to add water to a liquid to make it less 
concentrated O Dilute the disinfectant in four 
parts of water. 

dilution /daiTu:J(o)n/ noun 1 . the action of 
diluting 2. a liquid which has been diluted 
dimenhydrinate /.daimen'haidroneit/ 
noun an antihistamine drug that relieves travel 
sickness 

dimetria /dai'miitrio/ noun a condition in 
which a woman has a double uterus 
dioptre /dai'opto/ noun a unit of measure¬ 
ment of the refraction of a lens (note: The US 
spelling is diopter.) 

comment: A one dioptre lens has a focal 
length of one metre; the greater the dioptre, 
the shorter the focal length, 
dioxide /dai'Dksaid/ » carbon dioxide 
dioxin /dai'oksin/ noun an extremely poison¬ 
ous gas 

DIP abbr distal interphalangeal joint 
diphenoxalate /.daifen'oksileit/ noun a 
drug related to pethidine that is used to treat di¬ 
arrhoea, sometimes mixed with a little atro¬ 
pine in commercial preparations 
diphtheria /dif 'Gloria/ noun a serious infec¬ 
tious disease of children, caused by the bacil¬ 
lus Corynebacterium diphtheriae, character¬ 
ised by fever and the formation of a fibrous 
growth like a membrane in the throat which re¬ 
stricts breathing 

comment: Symptoms of diphtheria are a sore 
throat, followed by a slight fever, rapid pulse 
and swelling of glands in the neck. The ‘mem¬ 
brane’ which forms can close the air passag¬ 
es, and the disease is often fatal, either be¬ 
cause the patient is asphyxiated or because 
the heart becomes fatally weakened. The dis¬ 
ease is also highly infectious, and all contacts 
of the patient must be tested. The Schick test 
is used to test if a person is immune or sus¬ 
ceptible to diphtheria. In countries where in¬ 
fants are immunised the disease is rare, 
diphtheroid /'difOoroid/ adjective referring 
to a bacterium similar to the diphtheria bacte¬ 
rium 

-dipine /dipin/ suffix used in the names of cal¬ 
cium channel blockers O nifedipine 
dipl- /dipl/ prefix same as diplo- ( used before 
vowels) 

diplacusis /.diplo'kjuisis/ noun a disorder 
of the cochlea in which a person hears one 
sound as two sounds of different pitch 
diplegia /dai'pli:d 30 / noun paralysis of a 
similar part on both sides of the body, e.g. pa¬ 
ralysis of both arms. Compare hemiplegia 
diplegic /dai'pli:d 3 ik/ adjective referring to 
diplegia 
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disinfection 


diplo- /diplou/ prefix double 
diplococcus /.diplou'kokos/ noun a bacte¬ 
rium which usually occurs in pairs as a result 
of incomplete cell division, e.g. a pneumococ¬ 
cus (note: The plural is diplococci.) 
diploe /'diploui:/ noun a layer of spongy 
bone tissue filled with red bone marrow, be¬ 
tween the inner and outer layers of the skull 
diploid /'diploid/ adjective referring to a cell 
where there are two copies of each chromo¬ 
some, except the sex chromosome. In humans 
the diploid number of chromosomes is 46. 
diplopia /di'ploupio/ noun a condition in 
which someone sees single objects as double. 
Also called double vision 
dipsomania ^dipsou'meinio/ noun an un¬ 
controllable desire to drink alcohol 
direct contact /di.rekt 'kDntsekt/ noun a 
situation where someone or something physi¬ 
cally touches an infected person or object 
directions /dai'rekjonz/ noun □ directions 
for use {on a bottle of medicine, etc.) instruc¬ 
tions showing how to use something and how 
much of it to use 

director /dai'rekto/ noun an instrument used 
to limit the incision made with a surgical knife 
dis- /dis/ prefix 1. undoing or reversal 2. re¬ 
moval from 3. lacking or deprived of 
disability /.diso'biliti/ noun a condition in 
which part of the body does not function in the 
usual way and makes some activities difficult 
or impossible. i> learning disability 
‘.. .disability - any restriction or lack (resulting from 
an impairment) of ability to perform an activity in 
the manner or within the range considered normal 
for a human being’ [WHO] 

disable /dis'eib(o)l/ verb to make someone 
unable to do some activity O He was disabled 
by a lung disease. 

disabled /dis'eib(o)ld/ noun people suffer¬ 
ing from a physical or mental condition which 
makes some activities difficult or impossible 

Disabled Living Foundation /dis,eib(o)ld 
’livir) faun,deiJ(o)n/ noun a charity which 
aims to help disabled people live independent- 

iy 

disablement /dis'eib(3)lmont/ noun a con¬ 
dition which makes some activities difficult or 
impossible 

disabling disease /dis.eiblir) di'ziiz/ noun 
a disease which makes some activities difficult 
or impossible 

disarticulation /,disaitikju'leiJ(o)n/ noun 
the amputation of a limb at a joint, which does 
not involve dividing a bone 
disc /disk/ noun a flat round structure. i> in¬ 
tervertebral disc 

discharge noun /'distjaid 3 /1. the secretion 
of liquid from an opening 2. the process of 
sending a patient away from a hospital because 
the treatment has ended ■ verb /dis'tja:d 3 /1. 
to secrete liquid out of an opening O The 


wound discharged a thin stream of pus. 2. to 
send a patient away from hospital because the 
treatment has ended O He was discharged 
from hospital last week. □ to discharge your¬ 
self to decide to leave hospital and stop taking 
the treatment provided 

discharge planning /'distja:d 3 .plasnir)/ 
noun the work of making a plan for when a pa¬ 
tient leaves hospital to live at home 
discharge rate /'dist/aid 3 reit/ noun the 
number of patients with a particular type of 
disorder who are sent home from hospitals in a 
particular area (shown as the number per 
10,000 of population) 

discoloration /dis,kAlo'rei/(3)n/ noun a 
change in colour 

discolour /dis'kAlo/ verb to change the col¬ 
our of something O His teeth were discoloured 
from smoking cigarettes, (note: The US spell¬ 
ing is discolor.) 

comment: Teeth can be discoloured in fluoro¬ 
sis. If the skin on the lips is discoloured it may 
indicate that the person has swallowed a poi¬ 
son. 

discomfort /dis'kAmfot/ noun a feeling of 
mild pain O You may experience some discom¬ 
fort after the operation. 
discrete /di'skriit/ adjective separate, not 
joined together 

discrete rash /di,skri:t 'reej7 noun a rash 
which is formed of many separate spots, which 
do not join together into one large red patch 
disease /di'ziiz/ noun a condition that stops 
the body from functioning in the usual way O 
an infectious disease O She is suffering from a 
very serious disease of the kidneys or from a 
serious kidney disease. O He is a specialist in 
occupational diseases, (note: The term dis¬ 
ease is applied to all physical and mental reac¬ 
tions which make a person ill. Diseases with dis¬ 
tinct characteristics have individual names. For 
other terms referring to disease, see words be¬ 
ginning with path-, patho-.) 
diseased /di'ziizd/ adjective affected by a 
disease O The surgeon cut away the diseased 
tissue. 

disfigure /dis'figs/ verb to change some¬ 
one’s appearance so as to make it less pleasant 
to look at O Her legs were disfigured by scars. 
dish /diJV noun a shallow open container 
disinfect /.disin'fekt/ verb to make the sur¬ 
face of something or somewhere free from mi¬ 
croorganisms O She disinfected the skin with 
surgical spirit. O All the patient’s clothes have 
to be disinfected. 

disinfectant /.disin'fektont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance used to kill microorganisms on the sur¬ 
face of something 

disinfection /.disin'fekjon/ noun the re¬ 
moval of microorganisms on the surface of 
something 
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comment: The words disinfect, disinfectant, 
and disinfection are used for substances 
which destroy microorganisms on instru¬ 
ments, objects or the skin. Substances used 
to kill microorganisms inside infected people 
are antibiotics. 

disinfest /.disin'fest/ verb to free a place, 
person or animal from insects or other pests 
disinfestation /.disinfe'steiJXojn/ noun the 
removal of insects or other pests from a place, 
person or animal 

dislocate /'disbkeit/ verb to displace a bone 
from its usual position at a joint, or to become 
displaced O He fell and dislocated his elbow. 
O The shoulder joint dislocates easily. 
dislocation /.dislo'keiJXojn/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a bone is displaced from its usual 
position at a joint. Also called luxation 
dismember /dis'membo/ verb to cut off or 
pull off someone’s arms or legs, often violent¬ 
ly or in an accident 

dismemberment /dis'membomont/ noun 
the state of being dismembered 
disorder /dis'oido/ noun a condition in 
which part of the body is not functioning cor¬ 
rectly O The doctor specialises in disorders of 
the kidneys or in kidney disorders. 
disordered /dis'oidod/ adjective not func¬ 
tioning correctly 

disordered action of the heart /dis.oidod 
'askjon ov 5i: ha:t/ noun a condition in which 
someone has palpitations, breathlessness and 
dizziness, caused by effort or worry. Also 
called da Costa’s syndrome, cardiac neuro¬ 
sis. Abbr DAH 

disorientated /dis'oirion.teitid/ adjective 
referring to someone who is confused and does 
not know where he or she is 
disorientation /.disoirion'teiJXojn/ noun a 
condition in which someone is confused and 
does not know where he or she is 
dispensary /di'spensori/ noun a place 
where drugs are prepared or mixed and given 
out according to a doctor’s prescription, e.g. 
part of a chemist’s shop or a department in a 
hospital 

dispense /di'spens/ verb to supply medicine 
according to a prescription 
dispenser /di'spenso/ noun someone who 
supplies medicine according to a prescription, 
especially in a hospital 

dispensing optician /di'spensirj Dp 
,tif(3)n/ noun a person who fits and sells 
glasses but does not test eyes 
dispensing practice /di'spensirj ,praektis/ 
noun a doctor’s practice which dispenses pre¬ 
scribed medicines to its patients 
displace /dis'pleis/ verb to put something 
out of its usual place 

displaced intervertebral disc /dis,pleisd 
int9,v3:tibr(9)l 'disk/ noun a disc which has 
moved slightly, so that the soft interior passes 


through the tougher exterior and causes pres¬ 
sure on a nerve 

displacement /dis'pleismont/ noun the fact 
of being moved out of the usual position O 
fracture of the radius together with displace¬ 
ment of the wrist 

disposable /di'spouz3b(3)l/ adjective de¬ 
signed to be thrown away after use O disposa¬ 
ble syringes 

disposition /.dispo'ziJXojn/ noun a person’s 
general character or tendency to act in a partic¬ 
ular way 

disproportion /.dispro'poiJXojn/ noun a 
lack of proper relationships between two 
things 

dissecans /'disokaenz/ » osteochondritis 
dissecans 

dissect /dai'sekt/ verb to cut and separate 
tissues in a body to examine them 
dissecting aneurysm /.daisektirj 'asnjo 
,riz(3)m/ noun an aneurysm which occurs 
when the inside wall of the aorta is torn and 
blood enters the membrane 
dissection /dai'sekjon/ noun the action of 
cutting and separating parts of a body or an or¬ 
gan as part of a surgical operation, an autopsy 
or a course of study 

‘...renal dissection usually takes from 40-60 min¬ 
utes, while liver and pancreas dissections take from 
one to three hours. Cardiac dissection takes about 20 
minutes and lung dissection takes 60 to 90 minutes.’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

disseminated /di'semineitid/ adjective oc¬ 
curring in every part of an organ or in the 
whole body 

disseminated intravascular coagula¬ 
tion /di.semineitid intro .vaeskula kou 
,cegjuTeiJ(o)n/ noun a disorder that causes 
extensive clot formation in the blood vessels, 
followed by severe bleeding. Abbr DIC 
disseminated lupus erythematosus /di 
.semineitd ,lu:pos .eriBiimo'tousis/ noun 
an inflammatory disease where a skin rash is 
associated with widespread changes in the 
central nervous system, the cardiovascular 
system and many organs. Abbr DLE 
disseminated sclerosis /di.semineitd 
sklo'rousis/ noun same as multiple sclerosis 
dissemination /di,semTneiJ(o)n/ noun the 
fact of being widespread throughout the body 
dissociate /di'sousieit/ verb 1 . to separate 
parts or functions 2. in psychiatry, to separate 
part of the conscious mind from the rest 
dissociated anaesthesia /di.sousi.eitid 
.aenos'Biizio/ noun a loss of sensitivity to heat, 
pain or cold 

dissociation /di.soufi'eiJXojn/ noun 1 . the 
separation of parts or functions 2. (in psychia¬ 
try) a condition in which part of the conscious¬ 
ness becomes separated from the rest and be¬ 
comes independent 
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dissociative disorder /di'sousiotiv dis 
,Did9/ noun a type of hysteria in which some¬ 
one shows psychological changes such as a 
split personality or amnesia rather than physi¬ 
cal ones 

dissolve /di'zDlv/ verb to absorb or disperse 
something in liquid O The gut used in sutures 
slowly dissolves in the body fluids. 
distal /'dist(o)l/ adjective further away from 
the centre of a body 

distal convoluted tubule /,dist(o)l 
.konvoluitid 'tjuibjuil/ noun a part of the 
kidney filtering system before the collecting 
ducts 

Distalgesic /,dist(9)rd3i:zik/ a trade name 
for the analgesic co-proxamol 
distal interphalangeal joint /,dist(o)l 
.intofo'lsendsiol ,d 30 int/ noun a joint nearest 
the end of the finger or toe. Abbr DIP 
distally /'dist(o)li/ adverb placed further 
away from the centre or point of attachment. 
Opposite proximally. See illustration at ana¬ 
tomical terms in Supplement 
distal phalanges /,dist(o)l fo'laend 3 i:z/ 
noun bones nearest the ends of the fingers and 
toes 

distended /di'stendid/ adjective made larger 
by gas such as air, by liquid such as urine, or 
by a solid 

distended bladder /di.stendid 'blsedo/ 
noun a bladder which is full of urine 
distension /dis'tenjon/ noun a condition in 
which something is swollen O Distension of 
the veins in the abdomen is a sign of blocking 
of the portal vein. 

distichiasis /.disti'kaiosis/ noun the pres¬ 
ence of extra eyelashes, sometimes growing on 
the meibomian glands 

distil /di'stil/ verb to separate the component 
parts of a liquid by boiling and collecting the 
condensed vapour 

distillation /,disti'leij(9)n/ noun the action 
of distilling a liquid 

distilled water /di,stild 'woito/ noun water 
which has had impurities by distillation 
distort /di'stoit/ verb to twist something into 
an unusual shape O His lower limbs were dis¬ 
torted by the disease. 

distortion /di'sto:J(o)n/ noun the act of 
twisting part of the body out of its usual shape 
distraction /di'strsekjon/ noun 1 . something 
that takes a person’s attention away from 
something else 2. a state where someone is 
very emotionally and mentally troubled 
distress /di'stres/ noun unhappiness caused 
by pain or worry O mental distress 
district general hospital /.distrikt 
,d3en(3)rol 'hospital/ noun a hospital 
which serves the needs of the population of a 
specific district 


district nurse /.distrikt 'n3:s/ noun a nurse 
who visits and treats people in their homes 
disturb /di'st3ib/ verb 1. to interrupt what 
someone is doing O Her sleep was disturbed 
by the other patients in the ward. 2 . to upset or 
worry someone 

disturbed /di'st3:bd/ adjective affected by a 
psychiatric disorder O severely disturbed chil¬ 
dren 

disulfiram /dai'sAlfirsem/ noun a drug used 
to treat alcoholism by causing severe nausea if 
alcohol is consumed with it 
dithranol /'diGronDl/ noun an anti-inflamma¬ 
tory drug used to treat dermatitis and psoriasis 
diuresis /.daiju'riisis/ noun an increase in 
the production of urine 

diuretic /.daiju'retik/ adjective causing the 
kidneys to produce more urine ■ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes the kidneys produce more 
urine and, in the treatment of oedema and hy¬ 
pertension 

diurnal /dai'3:n(o)l/ adjective 1 . happening in 
the daytime 2. happening every day 
divarication /dai.vasri'keiJXojn/ noun 1. 
separation into widely spread branches 2. the 
point at which a structure forks or divides 
divergence /dai'v3:d39ns/ noun 1. a condi¬ 
tion in which one eye points directly at the ob¬ 
ject of interest but the other does not 2. the 
process of moving apart to follow different 
courses 3. the amount of difference between 
two quantities, especially where the difference 
is unexpected 4. a deviation from a typical be¬ 
haviour pattern or expressed wish 
divergent strabismus /dai,v3:d3ont stro 
'bizmos/, divergent squint /dai,V3:d3ont 
'skwint/ noun a condition in which a person’s 
eyes both look away from the nose. Opposite 
convergent strabismus 
diverticula /.daivo'tikjulo/ plural of diver¬ 
ticulum 

diverticular disease /.daivo'tikjulo di 
,zi:z/ noun a disease of the large intestine, 
where the colon thickens and diverticula form 
in the walls, causing pain in the lower abdo¬ 
men 

diverticulitis /.daivotikju'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of diverticula formed in the wall of 
the colon 

diverticulosis /.daivotikju'lousis/ noun a 
condition in which diverticula form in the in¬ 
testine but are not inflamed. In the small intes¬ 
tine, this can lead to blind loop syndrome, 
diverticulum /.daivo'tikjulom/ noun a little 
sac or pouch which develops in the wall of the 
intestine or another organ (note: The plural is 
diverticula.) 

division /di'vi 3 (o)n/ noun the action of cut¬ 
ting or splitting into parts 
divulsor /di'vAlso/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment used to expand a passage in the body 
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dizygotic /.daizai'gDtik/ adjective devel¬ 
oped from two separately fertilised eggs 
dizygotic twins /.daizaigDtik 'twinz/ plu¬ 
ral noun twins who are not identical and not al¬ 
ways of the same sex because they come from 
two different ova fertilised at the same time. 
Also called fraternal twins 
dizziness /'dizinos/ noun the feeling that 
everything is going round because the sense of 
balance has been affected 
dizzy /'dizi/ adjective feeling that everything 
is going round because the sense of balance 
has been affected O The ear infection made 
her feel dizzy for some time afterwards. O He 
experiences dizzy spells. 
dl abbr decilitre 

DLE abbr disseminated lupus erythematosus 
dm abbr decimetre 

DMD abbr US doctor of dental medicine 
DNA /,di: en 1 ei/ noun one of the nucleic ac¬ 
ids, the basic genetic material present in the 
nucleus of each cel. Full form deoxyribonu¬ 
cleic acid 

DNA fingerprint /,di: en ei 'firjgoprint/ 
noun same as genetic fingerprint 
DNA fingerprinting /,di: en ei 'firjgo 
.print ii)/ noun same as genetic fingerprinting 

DNR abbr do not resuscitate 
DOA abbr dead on arrival 
dobutamine /dou'bjuitomiin/ noun a drug 
used to stimulate the heart 
doctor /'dokto/ noun 1 . a person who has 
trained in medicine and is qualified to examine 
people when they are ill to find out what is 
wrong with them and to prescribe a course of 
treatment 2. a title given to a qualified person 
who is registered with the General Medical 
Council (note: Doctor is shortened to Dr when 
written before a name.) 
comment: In the UK surgeons are traditionally 
not called ’Doctor’, but are addressed as ’Mr’, 
’Mrs’, etc. The title ’doctor’ is also applied to 
persons who have a higher degree from a uni¬ 
versity in a non-medical subject. So ’Dr Jones’ 
may have a degree in music, or in any other 
subject without a connection with medicine, 
doctor-assisted suicide /.dDkto o.sistid 
'suusaid/ noun the suicide of someone with 
an incurable disease carried out with the help 
of a doctor (note: Doctor-assisted suicide is il¬ 
legal in most countries.) 

Doderlein’s bacillus /'dsidolainz bo 
,si1as/ noun a bacterium usually found in the 
vagina [After Albert Siegmund Gustav Doderlein 
(1860-1941), German obstetrician and gynae¬ 
cologist] 

dolicho- /dolikou/ prefix long 
dolichocephalic /.dolikouse'fgelik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a person with an unusually 
long skull 

dolichocephaly /.dDlikou'sefoli/ noun a 
condition of a person who has a skull which is 


longer than usual, the measurement across the 
skull being less than 75% of the length of the 
head from front to back 
dolor /'ddo/ noun pain 
dolorimetry /.dolo'rimotri/ noun the meas¬ 
urement of pain 

dolorosa /.dDlo'rouso/» adiposis dolorosa 
domiciliary /.dmni'siliori/ adjective at home 
or in the home 

domiciliary care /.domfsiliori keo/ noun 
personal, domestic, or nursing care provided at 
home for people who need it 
domiciliary midwife /.dDmisiliori 'midwaif/ 
noun a nurse with special qualification in mid¬ 
wifery, who can assist in childbirth at home 
domiciliary services /.domTsiliori ,s3:vi 
siz/ plural noun nursing services which are 
available to people in their homes 
domiciliary visit /.dDmisiliori 'vizit/ noun 
a visit to the patient’s home 
dominance /'dominons/ noun the character¬ 
istic of a gene form (allele) that leads to the 
trait which it controls being shown in any indi¬ 
vidual carrying it 

dominant /'dominant/ adjective important 
or powerful ■ noun (of an allele) having the 
characteristic that leads to the trait which it 
controls being shown in any individual carry¬ 
ing it. Compare recessive 
comment: Since each physical trait is gov¬ 
erned by two genes, if one is recessive and 
the other dominant, the resulting trait will be 
that of the dominant gene, 
domino booking /'dominau .bukig/ noun 
an arrangement for the delivery of a baby, 
where the baby is delivered in hospital by a 
midwife and the mother and child return home 
soon afterwards 

Donald-Fothergill operation /.donald 
'fodagil Dpo.reiJ^n/ noun an operation to 
close the neck of the vagina 
donate /dau'neit/ verb to agree to give blood, 
tissue, organs, or reproductive material to be 
used to treat another person 
donor /'dauna/ noun a person who gives 
blood, tissue, organs or reproductive material 
to be used to treat another person 
donor card /'dauna kaid/ noun a card car¬ 
ried by people stating that they give permis¬ 
sion for their organs to be transplanted into 
other people after they have died 
donor insemination /.dauna insemi 
'neij(a)n/ noun artificial insemination using 
the sperm of an anonymous donor. Abbr Dl 
dopa /'daupa/ noun a chemical related to 
adrenaline and dopamine. It occurs naturally 
in the body and in the form levodopa is used to 
treat Parkinson’s disease, 
dopamine /'daupamiin/ noun a substance 
found in the medulla of the adrenal glands, 
which also acts as a neurotransmitter. Lack of 
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dopamine is associated with Parkinson’s dis¬ 
ease. 

dopaminergic /.doupomi'nsidsik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a neurone or receptor stimulat¬ 
ed by dopamine 

Doppler transducer /'doplo tr£enz,dju:so/ 
noun a device to measure blood flow, com¬ 
monly used to monitor fetal heart rate 
Doppler ultrasound /.doplo 'Altrosaund/ 
noun the use of the Doppler effect in ultra¬ 
sound to detect red blood cells 
Doppler ultrasound flowmeter /.doplo 
.Altrosaund 'floumiito/ noun a device which 
measures the flow of blood and detects steady 
or irregular flow, allowing abnormalities or 
blockages to be detected 
dormant /'doimont/ adjective inactive for a 
time O The virus lies dormant in the body for 
several years. 

dorsa /'doiso/ plural of dorsum 
dorsal /'do:s(o)l/ adjective 1 . referring to the 
back. Opposite ventral 2. referring to the back 
of the body 

dorsal vertebrae /,do:s(o)l 'v3:tibrei/ plu¬ 
ral noun the twelve vertebrae in the back be¬ 
tween the cervical vertebrae and the lumbar 
vertebrae 

dorsi- /doisi/ prefix referring to the back 
dorsiflexion /.doisi'flekjon/ noun flexion 
towards the back of part of the body, e.g. rais¬ 
ing the foot at the ankle. Compare plantar flex¬ 
ion 

dorso- /doisou/ prefix same as dorsi- 
dorsoventral /.doisou'ventrol/ adjective 1 . 
referring to both the front and the back of the 
body 2. extending from the back of the body to 
the front 

dorsum /'doisom/ noun the back of any part 
of the body (note: The plural is dorsa.) 
dosage /'dousid 3 / noun a measured quantity 
of a drug calculated to be necessary for some¬ 
one O a low dosage O The doctor decided to 
increase the dosage of antibiotics. O The dos¬ 
age for children is half that for adults. 
dose /dous/ noun 1 . a measured quantity of a 
drug or radiation which is to be given to some¬ 
one at one time O It is dangerous to exceed the 
prescribed dose. 2. a short period of experienc¬ 
ing a minor illness ( informal) O a dose of flu 3. 
an infection with a sexually transmitted dis¬ 
ease ( informal) ■ verb to provide someone with 
medication ( informal) O She has been dosing 
herself with laxatives. 

dosimeter /dou'simito/ noun an instrument 
which measures the amount of X-rays or other 
radiation received 

dosimetry /dou'simotri/ noun the act of 
measuring the amount of X-rays or radiation 
received, using a dosimeter 

double-blind randomised controlled trial 

/,dAb(3)l blaind .raendomaizd kon.trould 


'traiol/ noun a trial used to test new treatments 
in which patients are randomly placed in either 
the treatment or the control group without ei¬ 
ther the patient or doctor knowing which 
group any particular patient is in 
double blind study /,dAb(o)l 'blaind .stAdi/ 
noun an investigation to test an intervention in 
which neither the patient nor the doctor knows 
if the patient is receiving active medication or 
a placebo 

double-jointed /,dAb(o)l 'd3ointid/ adjec¬ 
tive able to bend joints to an unusual degree 
(informal) 

double pneumonia /,dAb(o)l njui 'mounio/ 
noun same as bilateral pneumonia 

double uterus /,dAb(9)l 'ju:t(9)ros/ noun a 
condition in which the uterus is divided into 
two sections by a membrane. Also called uter¬ 
us didelphys. 0 dimetria 
double vision /,dAb(o)l 'vi3(o)n/ noun same 
as diplopia ( informal) 

douche /du:J7 noun a liquid forced into the 
body to wash out a cavity, or a device used for 
washing out a cavity 

Douglas bag /'dAglos bseg/ noun a bag used 
for measuring the volume of air breathed out 
of the lungs 

Douglas’ pouch /'dAglosiz paut J7 noun the 
rectouterine peritoneal recess 
down below /daun bi'lou/ adverb used to re¬ 
fer politely to the genital area ( informal ) 
Down’s syndrome /'daunz .sindroum/ 
noun a condition due to the existence of an ex¬ 
tra copy of chromosome 2 1, in which a baby is 
born with slanting eyes, a wide face, speech 
difficulties and usually some degree of learn¬ 
ing difficulty [Described 1866. After John Lang- 
don Haydon Down (1828-96), British physician 
at Normansfield Hospital, Teddington, UK.] 
downstairs /daun'steoz/ adverb used to re¬ 
fer politely to the genital area ( informal) 
down there /daun deo/ adverb used to refer 
politely to the genital area ( informal ) 
doxepin /'doksipin/ noun a drug used as a 
sedative and antidepressant 
doxycycline /,dDksi'saikli:n/ noun a widely 
used antibiotic derived from tetracycline 
doze /douz/ verb to sleep lightly for a short 
time 

dozy /'douzi/ adjective sleepy O These anti¬ 
histamines can make you feel dozy- 
DPT abbr diphtheria, whooping cough, teta¬ 
nus 

DPT vaccine /,dii pi: 'ti: .vseksiin/, DPT im¬ 
munisation /,di: pi: 'ti: imjunai,zeiJ(o)n/ 
noun a combined vaccine or immunisation 
against the three diseases, diphtheria, whoop¬ 
ing cough and tetanus 

Dr abbr doctor (note: used when writing some¬ 
one’s name: Dr Smith) 
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drachm /draem/ noun a measure used in phar¬ 
macy, equal to 3.8g dry weight or 3.7ml liquid 
measure 

dracontiasis /,draekDn'tai3sis/, dracuncu- 
liasis /dro.kArjkju'laiosis/ noun a tropical 
disease caused by the guinea worm Dracuncu- 
lus medinensis which enters the body from in¬ 
fected drinking water and forms blisters on the 
skin, frequently leading to secondary arthritis, 
fibrosis and cellulitis 

Dracunculus /dro'kAqkjulos/ noun a para¬ 
sitic worm which enters the body and rises to 
the skin to form a blister. The infection fre¬ 
quently leads to secondary arthritis, fibrosis 
and cellulitis. Also called guinea worm 
dragee /dra^ei/ noun a sugar-coated tablet 
or pill 

drain /drein/ noun a tube to remove liquid 
from the body ■ verb to remove liquid from 
the body O an operation to drain the sinus O 
They drained the pus from the abscess. 
drainage /'dreimd 3 / noun the removal of liq¬ 
uid from the site of an operation or pus from an 
abscess by means of a tube or wick left in the 
body for a time 

drape /dreip/ noun a thin material used to 
place over someone about to undergo surgery, 
leaving the operation site uncovered 
draw /dr oil verb to drain a liquid such as 
blood, pus or water from a wound or incision 
drawn /droin/ adjective appearing tired and 
careworn, usually as a result of anxiety, grief 
or illness 

draw-sheet /'dro: Ji:t/ noun a sheet under a 
person in bed, folded so that it can be pulled 
out as it becomes soiled 
drepanocyte /'dreponousait/ noun same as 

sickle cell 

drepanocytosis /.dreponousai'tousis/ 
noun same as sickle-cell anaemia 

dress /dres/ verb 1. to put on clothes, or put 
clothes on someone 2. to clean a wound and 
put a covering over it O Nurses dressed the 
wounds of the accident victims. 
dresser /'dress/ noun someone who assists a 
surgeon during operations 
dressing /'dresir)/ noun a covering or band¬ 
age applied to a wound to protect it O The pa¬ 
tient’s dressings need to be changed regularly. 
dribble /'drib(s)l/ verb to let liquid flow 
slowly out of an opening, especially saliva out 
of the mouth 

dribbling /'driblig/ noun 1. the act of letting 
saliva flow out of the mouth 2. same as incon¬ 
tinence ( informal ) 

drill /dril/ noun a tool which rotates very rap¬ 
idly to make a hole, especially a surgical in¬ 
strument used in dentistry to remove caries ■ 
verb to make a hole with a drill O A small hole 
is drilled in the skull. O The dentist drilled one 
of her molars. 


Drinker respirator /'driqks ,respireits/ 
noun a machine which encloses the whole of 
the body except the head, and in which air 
pressure is increased and decreased, so forcing 
the person to breathe in and out. Also called 
iron lung 

drip /drip/ noun a system for introducing liq¬ 
uid slowly and continuously into the body, by 
which a bottle of liquid is held above a person 
and the fluid flows slowly down a tube into a 
needle in a vein or into the stomach O After her 
operation, the patient was put on a drip. 
drip feed /'drip fiid/ noun a drip containing 
nutrients 

drop /drop/ noun 1. a small quantity of liquid 
2. a sudden reduction or fall in the quantity of 
something O a drop in pressure ■ plural noun 
drops liquid medicine for the eye, nose, or ear 
administered with a dropper ■ verb 1. to fall or 
let something fall O Pressure in the artery 
dropped suddenly. 2. to reduce suddenly 
drop attack /'drop o.task/ noun a condition 
in which a person suddenly falls down, though 
he or she is not unconscious, caused by sudden 
weakness of the spine 

droperidol /drD'peridDl/ noun a drug used to 
keep someone in a calm state before an opera¬ 
tion 

drop foot /'drop fut/ noun a condition, 
caused by a muscular disorder, in which the 
ankle is not strong and the foot hangs limp 
droplet /'droplot/ noun a very small quantity 
of liquid 

droplet infection /'droplot in.fekjon/ noun 
an infection developed by inhaling droplets 
containing a virus, e.g. from a sneeze 
drop off /.drop 'of/ verb ( informal ) 1. to fall 
asleep 2. to get less 

dropper /'drops/ noun a small glass or plastic 
tube with a rubber bulb at one end, used to 
suck up and expel liquid in drops 
dropsy /'dropsi/ noun same as oedema 
( dated) 

drop wrist /drop 'rist/ noun a condition 
caused by a muscular disorder, in which the 
wrist is not strong and the hand hangs limp 
drown /draun/ verb to die by inhaling liquid 
drowning /'drauniq/ noun death as a result of 
inhaling liquid 

drowsiness /'drauzinss/ noun sleepiness O 
The medicine is likely to cause drowsiness. 
drowsy /'drauzi/ adjective sleepy O The in¬ 
jection will make you feel drowsy. 
drug /drAg/ noun 1. a natural or synthetic 
chemical substance which is used in medicine 
and affects the way in which organs or tissues 
function O She was prescribed a course of 
pain-killing drugs. O The drug is being moni¬ 
tored for possible side-effects. 2. a substance 
taken by choice which produces a strong effect 
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on a person's feelings and state of mind O rec¬ 
reational drug O controlled drugs 
comment: There are three classes of control¬ 
led drugs: Class A’ drugs such as cocaine, 
heroin, crack and LSD; Class ‘B’ drugs such 
as amphetamines and codeine; and Class C’ 
drugs such as cannabis and benzphetamine. 
The drugs are covered by five schedules un¬ 
der the Misuse of Drugs Regulations: Sched¬ 
ule 1: drugs which are not used medicinally, 
such as cannabis and LSD, for which posses¬ 
sion and supply are prohibited. Schedule 2: 
drugs which can be used medicinally such as 
heroin, morphine, cocaine, and ampheta¬ 
mines: these are fully controlled as regards 
prescriptions by doctors, safe custody in phar¬ 
macies, registering of sales, etc. Schedule 3: 
barbiturates, which are controlled as regards 
prescriptions, but need not be kept in safe 
custody; Schedule 4: benzodiazepines, 
which are controlled as regards registers of 
purchasers; Schedule 5: other substances 
for which invoices showing purchasers; 
Schedule 5: other substances for which in¬ 
voices showing purchase must be kept, 
drug abuse /'drAg o,bjuis/ noun t sub¬ 
stance abuse 

drug abuser /'drAg o,bju:z3/ noun a person 
who regularly uses drugs for non-medical pur¬ 
poses 

drug addict /'drAg .aedikt/ noun a person 
who is physically and mentally dependent on 
taking a particular drug regularly O a heroin 
addict O a morphine addict 
drug addiction /'drAg o,dikj3n/ noun the 
fact of being mentally and physically depend¬ 
ent on taking a particular drug regularly. Also 
called drug dependence 
drug allergy /'drAg ,aelod3i/ noun a reaction 
to a particular drug 

drug dependence /'drAg di,pendons/ noun 
same as drug addiction 

drug-related /'drAg ri.leitid/ adjective asso¬ 
ciated with the taking of drugs 
drug tolerance /'drAg tnlorons/ noun a 
condition in which a drug has been given to 
someone for so long that his or her body no 
longer reacts to it, and the dosage has to be in¬ 
creased 

drunk /drArjk/ adjective intoxicated with too 
much alcohol 

dry /drai/ adjective 1 . not wet O The surface of 
the wound should be kept dry. 2. containing 
only a small amount of moisture O She uses a 
cream to soften her dry skin. (NOTE: drier - dri¬ 
est) ■ verb to remove moisture from some¬ 
thing (note: dries - drying - dried) 
dry beriberi /,drai beri'beri/ noun beriberi 
associated with loss of feeling and paralysis 
dry burn /,drai 'b3tn/ noun an injury to the 
skin caused by touching a very hot dry surface 
dry drowning /,drai 'draunir]/ noun death in 
which someone’s air passage has been con¬ 
stricted by being under water, though he or she 
does not inhale any water 


dry-eye syndrome /drai 'ai .smdroom 
noun same as xerosis 

dry gangrene /,drai 'gaeggriin/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the blood supply to a limb has 
been cut off and the tissue becomes black 
dry ice /,drai 'ais/ noun solid carbon dioxide 
dryness /'dramas/ noun the state of being 
dry O dryness in the eyes, accompanied by 
rheumatoid arthritis O She complained of dry¬ 
ness in her mouth. 

dry out /,drai 'aut/ verb 1 . same as dry 2. to 
treat someone for alcoholism, or undergo 
treatment for alcoholism ( informal) 
dry socket /drai 'sDkit/ noun inflammation 
of the socket of a tooth which has just been re¬ 
moved 

DTC abbr diagnostic and treatment centre 
DTS abbr delirium tremens 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy /du:,Jen 
,mAskjula 'distrafi/, Duchenne’s muscular 
dystrophy /dutjenz ,mAskjula 'distrafi/, 
Duchenne /du:'Jen/ noun an inherited form of 
muscular dystrophy that weakens the muscles 
of the upper respiratory and pelvic areas. It 
usually affects boys and causes early death. 
[Described 1849. After Guillaume Benjamin Ar- 
naud Duchenne (1806-75), French neurologist.] 
Ducrey’s bacillus /du:,kreizba'silas/ noun 
a type of bacterium found in the lungs, causing 
chancroid [Described 1889. After Augusto 
Ducrey (1860-1940), Professor of Dermatology 
in Pisa, then Rome, Italy.] 
duct /dAkt/ noun a tube which carries liquids, 
especially one which carries secretions 
duct gland /'dAkt glaend/ noun same as exo¬ 
crine gland 

ductless /'dAktlos/ adjective without a duct 
ductless gland /,dAktlos 'glaend/ noun 
same as endocrine gland 
ductule /'dAktjud/ noun a very small duct 
ductus /'dAkt os/ noun same as duct 
ductus arteriosus /,dAktos at.tiori'ousos/ 
noun in a fetus, the blood vessel connecting the 
left pulmonary artery to the aorta so that blood 
does not pass through the lungs 
ductus deferens /,dAktos 'deforonz/ noun 
one of two tubes along which sperm pass from 
the epididymus to the seminal vesicles near the 
prostate gland. Also called vas deferens. See 
illustration at urogenital system (male) in 
Supplement 

ductus venosus /,dAktas vi'nausas/ noun 
in a fetus, the blood vessel connecting the por¬ 
tal sinus to the inferior vena cava 
dull d a 1/ adjective referring to pain which is 
not strong but which is continuously present O 
She complained of a dull throbbing pain in her 
head. O He felt a dull pain in the chest. ■ verb 
to make a sensation or awareness of a sensa¬ 
tion less sharp O The treatment dulled the pain 
for a while. O The drug had dulled her senses. 
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dumb /dAm/ adjective not able to speak 
dumbness /'dAmnos/ noun same as mutism 
dumping syndrome /'dAmpip .sindroum/ 
noun same as postgastrectomy syndrome 
duo- /djuiou/ prefix two 
duoden- /djuioudiin/ prefix referring to the 
duodenum 

duodenal /,dju:9u'di:n(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the duodenum 

duodenal papillae /dju:3u,di:n(o)l po'pili:/ 
plural noun small projecting parts in the duode¬ 
num where the bile duct and pancreatic duct 
open 

duodenal ulcer/dju:3u,di:n(9)l 'aIso/ noun 
an ulcer in the duodenum 
duodenoscope /.djuiou'diinouskoup/ 
noun an instrument used to examine the inside 
of the duodenum 

duodenostomy /.djuioudi'nDstomi/ noun 
a permanent opening made between the duo¬ 
denum and the abdominal wall 
duodenum /.djuio'diinom/ noun the first 
part of the small intestine, going from the 
stomach to the jejunum. See illustration at di¬ 
gestive system in Supplement 
comment: The duodenum is the shortest part 
of the small intestine, about 250 mm long. It 
takes bile from the gall bladder and pancreatic 
juice from the pancreas and continues the di¬ 
gestive processes started in the mouth and 
stomach. 

duplex imaging/.djuipleks 'imid^ir^/ noun 
a type of ultrasonic imaging where the speed 
of the flow of blood is measured 
Dupuytren’s contracture /dui.pwiitronz 
kon'trasktjo/ noun a condition in which the 
palmar fascia becomes thicker, causing the fin¬ 
gers, usually the middle and fourth fingers, to 
bend forwards [Described 1831. After Baron 
Guillaume Dupuytren (1775-1835), French sur¬ 
geon.] 

dura /'djuoro/ noun same as dura mater 
dural /'djuor(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
dura mater 

dura mater /.djuoro 'meito/ noun the thick¬ 
er outer membrane of the three covering the 
brain. Also called dura, pachymeninx. i> 
arachnoid 

duty /'djuitiy noun the activities which a per¬ 
son has to do as part of their job O What are the 
duties of a night sister? (note: The plural is du¬ 
ties.) □ to be on duty to be working O She’s 
on duty from 2 p.m. till 10 p.m. □ a duty of 
care the requirement to treat a patient in an ap¬ 
propriate way, as part of the work of being a 
health professional 

duty nurse /'djuiti n3is/ noun a nurse who is 
on duty 

duty rota /'djuiti .routs/ noun a list of duties 
which have to be done and the names of the 
people who will do them 
d.v.t., DVT abbr deep-vein thrombosis 


dwarfism /'dwo:fiz(o)m/ noun a condition in 
which the growth of a person has stopped, 
leaving him or her much smaller than average 
comment: Dwarfism may be caused by 
achondroplasia, where the long bones in the 
arms and legs do not develop fully but the 
trunk and head are of average size. Dwarfism 
can have other causes such as rickets or de¬ 
ficiency in the pituitary gland, 
dynamic splint /dai.naemik 'splint/ noun a 
splint which uses springs to help the person 
move 

dynamometer /.daino'momito/ noun an in¬ 
strument for measuring the force of muscular 
contraction 

-dynia /dinio/ suffix pain 
dys- /dis/ prefix difficult or impaired 
dysaesthesia /.disiis'Giizio/ noun 1 . the im¬ 
pairment of a sense, in particular the sense of 
touch 2. an unpleasant feeling of pain experi¬ 
enced when the skin is touched lightly 
dysarthria /dis'aiGrio/, dysarthrosis /.disa: 
'Grousis/ noun difficulty in speaking words 
clearly, caused by damage to the central nerv¬ 
ous system 

dysbarism /'disba:riz(o)m/ noun any disor¬ 
der caused by differences between the atmos¬ 
pheric pressure outside the body and the pres¬ 
sure inside 

dysbasia /dis'beizio/ noun difficulty in 
walking, especially when caused by a lesion to 
a nerve 

dyschezia /dis'kiizio/ noun difficulty in 
passing faeces 

dyschondroplasia /.diskondrou'pleizio/ 
noun a condition in which the long bones are 
shorter than usual 

dyschromatopsia /.diskroumo'tDpsio/ 
noun a condition where someone cannot dis¬ 
tinguish colours 

dyscoria /dis'koirio/ noun 1 . an unusually 
shaped pupil of the eye 2. an unusual reaction 
of the pupil 

dyscrasia /dis'kreizio/ noun any unusual 
body condition (dated) 

dysdiadochokinesia /.disdai.sedokoukai 
'niisio/, dysdiadochokinesis /.disdai 
.aedokoukai'niisis/ noun the inability to carry 
out rapid movements, caused by a disorder or 
lesion of the cerebellum 
dysenteric /.dison'terik/ adjective referring 
to dysentery 

dysentery /'dis(o)ntri/ noun an infection and 
inflammation of the colon, causing bleeding 
and diarrhoea 

comment: Dysentery occurs mainly in tropical 
countries. The symptoms include diarrhoea, 
discharge of blood and pain in the intestines. 
There are two main types of dysentery: bacil¬ 
lary dysentery, caused by the bacterium 
Shigella in contaminated food, and amoebic 
dysentery or amoebiasis, caused by a para- 
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sitic amoeba Entamoeba histolytica spread 
through contaminated drinking water, 
dysfunction /dis'fAgkJon/ noun an unusual 
functioning of an organ 
dysfunctional /dis'fAgkJon(9)l/ adjective 1. 
not working properly 2. unable to relate to oth¬ 
er people emotionally or socially 
dysfunctional uterine bleeding /dis 
,fAr)kj9n(3)l Juitorain 'bliidig/ noun bleed¬ 
ing in the uterus not caused by a menstrual pe¬ 
riod 

dysgenesis /dis'd 3 enosis/ noun unusual 
development 

dysgerminoma /dis.dssimi'noumo/ noun 
a malignant tumour of the ovary or testicle 
dysgraphia /dis'graefia/ noun difficulty in 
writing caused by a brain lesion 
dyskariosis /dis.kaeri'ousis/ noun the fact 
of becoming mature in an unusual way 
dyskinesia /.diskai'niizio/ noun the inabili¬ 
ty to control voluntary movements 
dyslalia /dis'leilio/ noun a disorder of 
speech, caused by an unusual development of 
the tongue 

dyslexia /dis'leksio/ noun a disorder of de¬ 
velopment, where a person is unable to read or 
write properly and confuses letters 
dyslexic /dis'leksik/ adjective referring to 
dyslexia ■ noun a person suffering from dys¬ 
lexia 

dyslipidaemia /.dislipi'diimio/ noun an im¬ 
balance of lipids 

dyslogia /dis'taud39/ noun difficulty in 
putting ideas into words 
dysmaturity /.dismo't Juoriti/ noun a condi¬ 
tion affecting newborn babies, shown by wrin¬ 
kled skin, long fingernails and toenails and rel¬ 
atively little body fat 

dysmenorrhoea /.dismeno'riio/ noun pain 
experienced at menstruation 
dysostosis /.disDs'tousis/ noun unusual 
formation of bones 

dyspareunia /.dispas'ruinis/ noun difficult 
or painful sexual intercourse in a woman 
dyspepsia /dis'pepsio/ noun a condition in 
which a person feels pains or discomfort in the 
stomach, caused by indigestion 


dysuria 

dyspeptic /dis'peptik/ adjective referring to 
dyspepsia 

dysphagia /dis'feidgis/ noun difficulty in 
swallowing 

dysphasia /dis'feizia/ noun difficulty in 
speaking and putting words into the correct or¬ 
der 

dysphemia dis 1 filmin' noun same as stam¬ 
mering 

dysphonia /dis'faunia/ noun difficulty in 
speaking caused by impairment of the vocal 
cords, or by laryngitis 

dysplasia /dis'pleizis/ noun an unusual de¬ 
velopment of tissue 

dyspnoea /disp'niia/ noun difficulty or pain 
in breathing 

dyspnoeic /disp'nink/ adjective difficult or 
painful when breathing 
dyspraxia /dis'praeksio/ noun difficulty in 
carrying out coordinated movements 
dysrhythmia /dis'ridmio/ noun an unusual 
rhythm, either in speaking or in electrical im¬ 
pulses in the brain 

dyssocial /dis's3uj(3)l/ adjective same as 

antisocial 

dyssynergia , d i s f n 3 : d3 i 0/ noun same as 

asynergia 

dystaxia /dis 'taeksis/ noun an inability to co¬ 
ordinate the muscles 

dystocia /dis'tausia/ noun difficult child¬ 
birth 

dystonia /dis'tsunis/ noun disordered mus¬ 
cle tone, causing involuntary contractions 
which make the limbs deformed 
dystrophia /dis'traufia/ noun the wasting of 
an organ, muscle or tissue due to lack of nutri¬ 
ents in that part of the body. Also called dys¬ 
trophy 

dystrophia adiposogenitalis /dis,trnofin 
aedi,p3us3ud3eni'teilis/ noun same as Frdh- 
lich’s syndrome 

dystrophia myotonica /dis.trnufis 
,mai3o'tDnik3/ noun same as myotonic dys¬ 
trophy 

dystrophy /'distrsfi/ noun same as dys¬ 
trophia 

dysuria /dis'jtraris/ noun difficulty in pass¬ 
ing urine 



ear /is/ noun an organ on the side of the head 
which is used for hearing (note: For other 
terms referring to ears, see auricular and words 
beginning with ot-, oto-.) 
comment: The outer ear is shaped in such a 
way that it collects sound and channels it to 
the eardrum. Behind the eardrum, the three 
ossicles in the middle ear vibrate with sound 
and transmit the vibrations to the cochlea in 
the inner ear. From the cochlea, the vibrations 
are passed by the auditory nerve to the brain. 
Ear, Nose & Throat /,is ,nsuz on 'Grout/ 
noun the study of the ear, nose and throat. Abbr 
ENT. Also called otorhinolarngology 
earache /'ioreik/ noun pain in the ear. Also 
called otalgia 

ear canal /'io ko.nasl/ noun one of several 
passages in or connected to the ear, especially 
the external auditory meatus, the passage from 
the outer ear to the eardrum 
eardrum /'iodrAm/ noun the membrane at the 
end of the external auditory meatus leading 
from the outer ear, which vibrates with sound 
and passes the vibrations on to the ossicles in 
the middle ear. Also called myringa, tympa¬ 
num (note: For other terms referring to the ear¬ 
drum, see words beginning with tympan-, tym- 
pano-.) 

early /'3ili/ adjective 1 . happening at the be¬ 
ginning of a period of time □ early diagnosis 
diagnosis made at the onset of an illness □ ear¬ 
ly treatment treatment given almost as soon 
as the illness has started 2 .{of a condition or ill¬ 
ness) in its first stage O early synovitis □ dur¬ 
ing early pregnancy within the first months 
of pregnancy ■ adverb at the beginning of a 
period of time O The treatment is usually suc¬ 
cessful if the condition is diagnosed early. 
early onset pre-eclampsia /,3:li .Dnset 
,pri: I'klaempsio/ noun pre-eclampsia which 
appears earlier than the 37th week of the preg¬ 
nancy 

ear ossicle /'io ,Dsik(o)l/ noun } auditory 
ossicles 

earwax /'iowseks/ noun same as cerumen 
ease /i:z/ verb to make pain or worry less O 
She had an injection to ease the pain in her leg. 


O The surgeon tried to ease the patient's fears 
about the results of the scan. 
eating disorder /'iitig dis,o:do/ noun an ill¬ 
ness that causes the usual pattern of eating to 
be disturbed, e.g. anorexia or bulimia 
eating habits /'iitig fvczbitsl plural noun the 
types and quantities of food regularly eaten by 
a person O The dietitian advised her to change 
her eating habits. 

Ebola virus /fboulo .vairos/ noun a highly 
contagious virus found in West Africa. Pa¬ 
tients who are affected with it vomit, have 
bloody diarrhoea and blood seeps through 
their skin. 

eburnation /.iibo'neij^n/ noun the conver¬ 
sion of cartilage into a hard mass with a shiny 
surface like bone 

ecbolic /ek'bolik/ noun a substance which 
produces contraction of the uterus and so in¬ 
duces childbirth or abortion ■ adjective caus¬ 
ing contraction of the uterus 
ecchondroma /.ekon'droumo/ noun a be¬ 
nign tumour on the surface of cartilage or bone 
ecchymosis ^eki'mousis/ noun a dark area 
on the skin made by blood which has escaped 
into the tissues after a blow. Also called 
bruise, contusion 

eccrine /'ekrin/ adjective referring to a gland, 
especially a sweat gland, which does not disin¬ 
tegrate and remains intact during secretion. 
Also called merocrine 

eccyesis /.eksai'nsis/ noun same as ectopic 
pregnancy 

ecdysis /'ekdisis/ noun same as desquama¬ 
tion 

ECG abbr electrocardiogram 
echinococciasis /i.kainouko'kaiosis/, 
echinococcosis /i.kainouko'kousis/ noun a 
disorder caused by a tapeworm Echinococcus 
granulosus which forms hydatid cysts in the 
lungs, liver, kidneys or brain 
Echinococcus granulosus h 
,kainoukDkos .grasnju'lousos/ noun a type 
of tapeworm, usually found in animals, but 
sometimes transmitted to humans, causing hy¬ 
datid cysts in the lungs, liver, kidneys or brain 
echo- /ekou/ prefix referring to sound 
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echocardiogram /.eksu'kaidingraem/ 

noun a record of heart movements made using 
ultrasound 

echocardiography /.ekaukaidi'Dgrafi/ 
noun the use of ultrasound to examine the heart 

echoencephalography /.ekauen.kefa'lD 
grofi/ noun the use of ultrasound to examine 
the brain 

echography e'kngrnfi/ noun same as ultra¬ 
sonography 

echokinesis /,ek9ukai'niisis/ noun same as 

echopraxia 

echolalia ^ekou'leilio/ noun the repetition of 
words spoken by another person 
echopraxia /.ekou'praeksio/ noun the mean¬ 
ingless imitation of another person’s actions 
echovirus /'ekau.vairss/ noun one of a 
group of viruses which can be isolated from 
the intestine and which can cause serious ill¬ 
nesses such as aseptic meningids, gastroen¬ 
teritis and respiratory infection in small chil¬ 
dren. Compare reovirus 
eclabium /I'kleibiam/ noun the turning out¬ 
wards of the lips. 0 eversion 
eclampsia /I'klaempsia/ noun a serious con¬ 
dition of pregnant women at the end of preg¬ 
nancy, caused by toxaemia, in which the wom¬ 
an has high blood pressure and may go into a 
coma. i> pre-eclampsia 

ecmnesia /ek'niizis/ noun a condition in 
which someone is not able to remember recent 
events, while remembering clearly events 
which happened some time ago 
E. coli /,i: 'koulai/ noun same as Escherichia 
coli 

economy class syndrome /I'konomi 
kla:s ,sindr3om/ noun same as deep-vein 
thrombosis ( informal) 

ecraseur /,eikra: 'z3:/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment, usually with a wire loop, used to cut a 
part or a growth off at its base 
ecstasy /'ekstasi/ noun 1 . feeling of extreme 
happiness 2. a powerful stimulant and halluci¬ 
natory illegal drug ( informal) Also called meth¬ 
ylenedioxymethamphetamine 
ECT abbr electroconvulsive therapy 
ect- /ekt/ prefix same as ecto- ( used before 
vowels) 

ectasia /ek'teizis/ noun the dilatation of a 
passage 

ecthyma /ek'Baimo/ noun a skin disorder 
that is a serious form of impetigo which pene¬ 
trates deep under the skin and leaves scars 
ecto- /ektou/ prefix outside 
ectoderm /'ekt3ud3:m/ noun the outer layer 
of an early embryo. Also called embryonic ec¬ 
toderm 

ectodermal /,ekt3u'd3:m(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the ectoderm 

-ectomy /ektomi/ suffix referring to the re¬ 
moval of a part by surgical operation 


ectoparasite /,ekt3u'paer3sait/ noun a par¬ 
asite which lives on the skin. Compare en- 

doparasite 

ectopia /ek'taupia/ noun a condition in 
which an organ or part of the body is not in its 
usual position 

ectopic /ek'tDpik/ adjective not in the usual 

position. Opposite entopic 

ectopic heartbeat /ek,tDpik 'ha:tbi:t/ 

noun an unusual extra beat of the heart which 
originates from a point other than the sinoatrial 
node. Also called extrasystole, premature 
beat 

ectopic pacemaker /ek,tDpik 'peismeiko/ 
noun an unusual focus of the heart muscle 
which takes the place of the sinoatrial node 
ectopic pregnancy /ek,tDpik 'pregnsnsi/ 
noun a pregnancy where the fetus develops 
outside the uterus, often in one of the Fallopian 
tubes. Also called extrauterine pregnancy, ec- 
cyesis 

ectro- /ektrou/ prefix referring to a usually 
congenital absence or lack of something 
ectrodactyly gektroo'dajktili/ noun a con¬ 
genital absence of all or part of a finger 
ectrogeny /ek'trDdjoni/ noun a congenital 
absence of a part at birth 
ectromelia /,ektr3u'mi:li3/ noun a congeni¬ 
tal absence of one or more limbs 
ectropion /ek'traupian/ noun a turning of 
the edge of an eyelid outwards. :> eversion 
eczema /'eksimn/ noun a non-contagious in¬ 
flammation of the skin, with an itchy rash and 
blisters 

eczematous /ek'semstas/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to eczema 

eczematous dermatitis /ek.semotos 
d'jim.Vtaitis/ noun an itchy inflammation or 
irritadon of the skin due to an allergic reaction 
to a substance which a person has touched or 
absorbed 

EDD abbr expected date of delivery 
edema /I'diima/ noun US same as oedema 
edentulous /I'dentjulas/ adjective having 
lost all teeth 

edible /'edib(3)l/ adjective able to be eaten 
without causing harm 

EDTA noun a colourless chemical that can 
bind to heavy metals to remove them from the 
bloodstream. Full form ethylene diamine tet- 
ra-acetate 

Edwards’ syndrome /'edwodz .sindroum/ 
noun a severe genetic disorder that results in 
malformations of the brain, kidney, heart, 
hands and feet. It is caused by an extra copy of 
chromosome 18 and those people who have it 
usually die within six months. 

EEG abbr electroencephalogram 
EFA abbr essential fatty acid 
effacement /I'feismont/ noun the thinning 
of the cervix before it dilates in childbirth 
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effect /I'fekt/ noun a result of a drug, treat- 
ment, disease or action O The antiseptic cream 
has had no effect on the rash. ■ verb to make 
something happen ( formal ) O They will have to 
effect a change in procedures. O In some cir¬ 
cumstances these drugs can effect surprising 
cures. 

effective /I'fektiv/ adjective having an effect 
O Embolisation is an effective treatment for 
severe haemoptysis. 

effective dose /i.fektiv 'dous/ noun a size 
of dose which will produce the effect required 
effector A'fekto/ noun a nerve ending in 
muscles or glands which is activated to pro¬ 
duce contraction or secretion 
efferens /'eforons/ I vas efferens 
efferent /'eforont/ adjective carrying some¬ 
thing away from part of the body or from the 
centre. Opposite afferent 
efferent duct /'eforont dAkt/ noun a duct 
which carries a secretion away from a gland 
efferent nerve /'eforont n3:v/ noun same as 
motor nerve 

efferent vessel /'eforont ,ves(o)l/ noun a 
vessel which drains lymph from a gland 
effleurage /,efl3:'ra:3/ noun a form of mas¬ 
sage where the skin is stroked in one direction 
to increase blood flow 

effort syndrome /'efot .sindroum/ noun 
same as disordered action of the heart 
effusion /i'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun 1. a discharge of 
blood, fluid or pus into or out of an internal 
cavity 2. fluid, blood or pus which is dis¬ 
charged 

egg /eg/ noun 1. a reproductive cell produced 
in the female body by an ovary, and which, if 
fertilised by the male sperm, becomes an em¬ 
bryo 2. an egg with a hard shell, laid by a hen 
or other bird, which is used for food 
egg cell /'eg sel/ noun an immature ovum or 
female cell 

ego /'iigou, 'egou/ noun (in psychology) the 
part of the mind which is consciously in con¬ 
tact with the outside world and is influenced 
by experiences of the world 
Egyptian ophthalmia /i,d 3 ipJ(o)n Df 
'Bselmio/ noun same as trachoma 
EHO abbr Environmental Health Officer 
El A abbr exercise-induced asthma 
eidetic imagery /ai.detik 'imid39ri/ noun 
the recall of extremely clear pictures in the 
mind 

Eisenmenger syndrome /'aizonmerp 
.sindroum/ noun heart disease caused by a 
septal defect between the ventricles, with pul¬ 
monary hypertension [Described 1897. After 
Victor Eisenmenger (1864-1932), German phy¬ 
sician.] 

ejaculate /i 1 d 3 aekju,leit/ verb to send out se¬ 
men from the penis 


ejaculation /i,d3£ekju'leij(3)n/ noun the 
sending out of semen from the penis 
ejaculatio praecox /id 3 £ekju,leiJiou 
'priikoks/ noun a situation where a man ejac¬ 
ulates too early during sexual intercourse 
ejaculatory /i^sekjulotri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to ejaculation 

ejaculatory duct /i'd 32 ekjulotri dAkt/ noun 
one of two ducts leading from the seminal ves¬ 
icles through the prostate gland to the urethra. 
See illustration at urogenital system (male) in 
Supplement 

eject /i'd 3 ekt/ verb to send out something 
with force O Blood is ejected from the ventri¬ 
cle during systole. 

ejection /i'd 3 ekJon/ noun the act of sending 

out something with force 

EKG abbr US electrocardiogram 

elastic /I'laestik/ adjective which can be 

stretched and compressed and return to its 

former shape 

elastic bandage /i.laestik 'b 2 endid 3 / noun 
a stretchy bandage used to support a weak 
joint or for the treatment of a varicose vein 
elastic cartilage /i.laestik 'ka:tolid 3 / noun 
flexible cartilage, e.g. in the ear and epiglottis 
elastic fibre /i.laestik 'faibo/ noun fibre 
which can expand easily and is found in elastic 
cartilage, the skin and the walls of arteries and 
the lungs. Also called yellow fibre 
elastic hose /i'laestik houz/ noun same as 
surgical hose 

elasticity /.ilae'stisiti/ noun the ability to ex¬ 
pand and be compressed and to return to the 
former shape 

elastic tissue /i,laestik 'tiju:/ noun connec¬ 
tive tissue which contains elastic fibres, e.g. in 
the walls of arteries or of the alveoli in the 
lungs 

elastin /i 'laestm/ noun a protein which occurs 
in elastic fibres 

elation /i'leiJ(o)n/ noun the state of being 
happy, stimulated and excited 
elbow /'elbou/ noun a hinged joint where the 
upper arm bone (humerus) joins the forearm 
bones (radius and ulna) 
elbow crutch /'elbou krAtJV noun a crutch 
which surrounds the arms at the elbows and 
has a handle to hold lower down the shaft 
elderly /'eldoli/ adjective older than 65 O a 
home for elderly single women O She looks af¬ 
ter her two elderly parents. ■ noun □ the eld¬ 
erly people aged over 65 
elective /I'lektiv/ adjective 1. referring to a 
chemical substance which tends to combine 
with one substance rather others 2. referring to 
surgery or treatment which someone can 
choose to have but is not urgently necessary to 
save their life 
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elective care /i,lektiv 'kes/ noun hospital 
care which is planned in advance, rather than a 
response to an emergency 
Electra complex /I'lektro .kompleks/ noun 
{in psychology) a condition in which a girl feels 
sexually attracted to her father and sees her 
mother as an obstacle 

electric shock /i,lektrik 'Jok/ noun a sud¬ 
den passage of electricity into the body, caus¬ 
ing a nervous spasm or, in severe cases, death 

electric shock treatment /i.lektrik 'Jbk 
.triitmont/ noun same as electroconvulsive 
therapy {informal) 

electro- /I'lektrou/ prefix referring to elec¬ 
tricity 

electrocardiogram /i.lektrou'kaidiograsm/ 
noun a chart which records the electrical im¬ 
pulses in the heart muscle. Abbr ECG, EKG 
electrocardiograph /i.lektrou'kaidiograif/ 
noun an apparatus for measuring and record¬ 
ing the electrical impulses of the muscles of 
the heart as it beats 

electrocardiography /i,lektrouka:di 
'ogrofi/ noun the process of recording the 
electrical impulses of the heart 
electrocardiophonography /i.lektrou 
kaidioufo'nogrofi/ noun the process of elec¬ 
trically recording the sounds of the heartbeats 
electrocautery /i.lektrou'koitori/ noun 
same as galvanocautery 
electrochemical /i.lektrou'kemikCo)!/ ad¬ 
jective referring to electricity and chemicals 
and their interaction 

electrocoagulation /i.lektroukousegju 
'leij(9)n/ noun the control of haemorrhage in 
surgery by passing a high-frequency electric 
current through divided blood vessels 
electroconvulsive therapy /i.lektroukon 
,va1siv 'Geropi/ noun the treatment of severe 
depression and some mental disorders by giv¬ 
ing someone who has been anaesthetised small 
electric shocks in the brain to make him or her 
have convulsions. Abbr ECT. Also called elec- 
troplexy 

electrode /I'lektroud/ noun the conductor of 
an electrical apparatus which touches the body 
and carries an electric shock 

electrodesiccation /i.lektroudesi 

'keiJ(o)n/ noun same as figuration 
electroencephalogram /i.lektrouin 
'sefolograsm/ noun a chart on which the elec¬ 
trical impulses in the brain are recorded. Abbr 
EEG 

electroencephalograph /i.lektrouin'sefob 
graif/ noun an apparatus which records the 
electrical impulses in the brain 
electroencephalography /i.lektrouinsefo 
'lDgrofi/ noun the process of recording the 
electrical impulses in the brain 


electrolysis /ilek'trDlosis/ noun the destruc¬ 
tion of tissue such as unwanted hair by apply¬ 
ing an electric current 

electrolyte /I'lektrolait/ noun a chemical so¬ 
lution which can conduct electricity 
electrolyte mixture /I'lektrolait ,mikstJo/ 
noun a pint (0.56 litres) of boiled water with a 
teaspoonful of sugar and a generous pinch of 
table salt used for the prevention of diarrhoea 
electrolytic /i.lektro'litik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to electrolytes or to electrolysis 
electromyogram /i.lektro'maiougrasm/ 
noun a chart showing the electric currents in 
active muscles. Abbr EMG 
electromyography /i.lektroumai'Dgrofi/ 
noun the study of electric currents in active 
muscles 

electronic stethoscope /.elektronik 
'steGoskoup/ noun a stethoscope with an am¬ 
plifier which makes sounds louder 
electronystagmography /e.lektrou 
^istseg'mDgrofi/ noun measuring of nystag¬ 
mus 

electrooculogram /i.lektrou'Dkjutagrsem/ 
noun a record of the electric currents round the 
eye, induced by eye movements 
electrooculography /i.lektrou.Dkju'lD 
grofi/ noun recording the electric currents 
round the eye, induced by eye movements, es¬ 
pecially for use in remote control 
electrophoresis /i.lektroufo'riisis/ noun 
the analysis of a substance by the movement of 
charged particles towards an electrode in a so¬ 
lution 

electroplexy /I'lektropleksi/ noun same as 
electroconvulsive therapy 
electroretinogram /i.kektrou'retinogrgem/ 
noun the printed result of electroretinography. 
Abbr ERG 

electroretinography /i, lekt r ouret i 1 no 

grofi/ noun the process of recording electrical 
changes in the retina when stimulated by light 
electrosurgery /i l lektrou l s3:d39ri/ noun an 
operation in which the surgeon uses an electri¬ 
cal current to cut or cauterise tissue 
electrotherapy /i.lektrou'Geropi/ noun the 
treatment of a disorder such as some forms of 
paralysis by using low-frequency electric cur¬ 
rent to try to revive the muscles 
element /'elimont/ noun a basic simple 
chemical substance which cannot be broken 
down into simpler substances. [> trace element 
elephantiasis /.elifon'taiosis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which parts of the body swell and the 
skin becomes hardened, frequently caused by 
infestation with various species of the parasitic 
worm Filaria 

elevate /'eliveit/ verb to raise something or 
to lift something up O To control bleeding, ap¬ 
ply pressure and elevate the part. 
elevation /.elo'veij^n/ noun a raised part 
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elevation sling 

elevation sling /.eli'veiJXojn slip/ noun a 
sling tied round the neck, used to hold an in¬ 
jured hand or arm in a high position to control 
bleeding 

elevator /'eliveito/ noun 1 . a muscle which 
raises part of the body 2. a surgical instrument 
used to lift part of a broken bone 
eliminate /I'limineit/ verb to remove waste 
matter from the body O The excess salts are 
eliminated through the kidneys. 
elimination /i.limi'neiJXojn/ noun the re¬ 
moval of waste matter from the body 
elimination diet /i.limi'neiJXojn .daiot/ 
noun a structured diet where different foods 
are eliminated one at a time in order to see the 
effect on symptoms, used in conditions such as 
allergies and attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder 

ELISA /I'laizo/ noun a process in which an 
enzyme binds to an antibody or antigen and 
causes a colour change that shows the pres¬ 
ence or amount of protein in a sample of bio¬ 
logical material. Full form enzyme-linked im¬ 
munosorbent assay 

elixir /i 1 likso/ noun a sweet liquid which hides 
the unpleasant taste of a drug 
elliptocytosis /i.liptousai'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which unusual oval-shaped red 
cells appear in the blood 
emaciated /I'mei/ieitid/ adjective very thin 
and extremely underweight 
emaciation /i.meisi'eiJXojn/ noun 1. the fact 
of being extremely thin and underweight 2. the 
loss of body tissue 

emaculation /i.maskjuTeiJXojn/ noun the 
removal of spots from the skin 
emasculation /i.mseskjuTeiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the removal of the penis 2. the loss of male 
characteristics 

embalm /im'baim/ verb to preserve a dead 
body by using special antiseptic chemicals to 
prevent decay 

embolectomy /.embo'lektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove a blood clot 
emboli /'emboli/ plural of embolus 
embolisation /.embolai'zeiJXojn/, emboli¬ 
zation noun the use of emboli inserted down a 
catheter into a blood vessel to treat internal 
bleeding 

‘...once a bleeding site has been located, a catheter 
is manipulated as near as possible to it, so that em¬ 
bolization can be carried out. Many different materi¬ 
als are used as the embolus.’ [British Medical 
Journal ] 

embolism /'emboliz(o)m/ noun the blocking 
of an artery by a mass of material, usually a 
blood clot, preventing the flow of blood 
embolus /'embolos/ noun 1 . a mass of mate¬ 
rial which blocks a blood vessel, e.g. a blood 
clot, air bubble or fat globule 2. material insert¬ 
ed into a blood vessel down a catheter to treat 
internal bleeding (note: The plural is emboli.) 


embrocation /.embro'keiJXojn/ noun same 

as liniment 

embryo /'embriou/ noun an unborn baby dur¬ 
ing the first eight weeks after conception 
(note: After eight weeks, the unborn baby is 
called a fetus.) 

embryological /.embrio'kx^ikCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to embryology 
embryology /.embri'Dlo^i/ noun the study 
of the early stages of the development of an 
embryo 

embryonic /.embri'Dnik/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to an embryo 2. in an early stage of devel¬ 
opment 

embryonic ectoderm /.embriomk 'ektou 
d3im/ noun t ectoderm 
embryonic membrane /.embriomk 

'membrein/ noun one of the two layers around 
an embryo providing protection and food sup¬ 
ply, i.e. the amnion and the chorion 
embryonic mesoderm /.embriomk 

'mesoud3:m/ noun t mesoderm 
emergency /i'm3:d33nsi/ noun a situation 
where urgent immediate action has to be taken 
emergency medical technician /i 

,m3:d39nsi ,medik(3)l tek'nij(9)n/ noun US 
a trained paramedic who gives care to victims 
at the scene of an accident or in an ambulance. 
Abbr EMT 

emergency medicine /i,m3:d39nsi 

'med(o)s(o)n/ noun the treatment of patients 
whose condition is serious and requires urgent 
immediate action 

emergency room /i'm3:d39nsi ru:m/ noun 
US the part of a hospital where people who 
need urgent immediate treatment are dealt 
with 

emergency ward /i'm3:d39nsi wo:d/ noun 
the part of a hospital where people who need 
urgent immediate treatment are dealt with 
emesis /'emosis/ noun same as vomiting 
emetic /I'metik/ noun a substance which 
causes vomiting ■ adjective causing vomiting 
EMG abbr electromyogram 
eminence /'eminons/ noun something which 
protrudes from a surface, e.g. a lump on a bone 
or swelling on the skin 

emissary vein /'emisori .vein/ noun a vein 
through the skull which connects the venous 
sinuses with the scalp veins 
emission /I'miJXojn/ noun a discharge or re¬ 
lease of fluid 

emmenagogue /I'menogog/ noun a drug 
which will help increase menstrual flow 
emmetropia /emi'troupio/ noun the correct 
focusing of light rays by the eye onto the retina 
giving normal vision. Compare ametropia 
emollient /I'moliont/ noun a substance 
which soothes or smooths the skin, e.g. to pre¬ 
vent the development of eczema ■ adjective 
smoothening 
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emotion /i'm9uj(3)n/ noun a strong feeling 

emotional disorder /i.mouj^nol dis 
'oido/ noun a disorder due to worry, stress, 
grief or other strong emotion 
emotional immaturity /i,m9uJ(3)nol imo 
'tjutoti/ noun lacking in emotional develop¬ 
ment 

empathy /'empoBi/ noun the ability to under¬ 
stand the problems and feelings of another per¬ 
son 

emphysema /.emfi'siimo/ noun a condition 
in which the walls of the alveoli of the lungs 
break down, reducing the surface available for 
gas exchange and resulting in a lower oxygen 
level in the blood and shortness of breath. It 
can be caused by smoking, living in a polluted 
environment, old age, asthma or whooping 
cough. i> surgical emphysema 
empirical treatment /im,pirik(3)l 
'triitmont/ noun treatment which is based on 
symptoms and clinical experience rather than 
on a thorough knowledge of the cause of the 
disorder 

empowerment /im'pauomont/ noun the act 
of giving someone authority and power to 
make decisions that will affect them 
empyema /.empai'iimo/ noun the collection 
of pus in a cavity, especially in the pleural cav¬ 
ity. Also called pyothorax 
EMS abbr Emergency Medical Services 
EMT abbr US emergency medical technician 
emulsion /I'mAlJon/ noun a combination of 
liquids such as oil and water which do not usu¬ 
ally mix 

EN abbr enrolled nurse 

EN(G) abbr enrolled nurse (general) 

EN(M) abbr enrolled nurse (mental) 

EN(MH) abbr enrolled nurse (mental handi- 
cap) 

en- /en, in/ prefix 1. in, into 2. to provide with 
3. to cause to be 4. to put into or cover with 5. 
to go into 

enalaprii /e'naelapril/ noun a drug used for 
the short-term management of high blood 
pressure 

enamel /i'naem(3)l/ noun the hard white 
shiny outer covering of the crown of a tooth 
enanthema /,enan'0i:ma/ noun a rash on a 
mucous membrane, such as that of the mouth 
or vagina, produced by the action of toxic sub¬ 
stances on small blood vessels 
enarthrosis /,ena:'9rausis/ noun a ball and 
socket joint, e.g. the hip joint 
encapsulated /in'kaepsjuleitid/ adjective 
enclosed in a capsule or in a sheath of tissue 
encefalin /en'kefalm/ noun another spelling 
of encephalin 

encephal- /enkefal/ prefix same as encepha- 
lo- (used before vowels) 
encephalin /en'kefalm/ noun a peptide pro¬ 
duced in the brain which acts as a natural pain¬ 


encounter group 

killer. i> endorphin (note: The US spelling is 

enkephalin.) 

encephalitis /en,kefa'laitis, en,sefa 
'laitis/ noun inflammation of the brain 
comment: Encephalitis is caused by any of 
several viruses (viral encephalitis) and is 
also associated with infectious viral diseases 
such as measles or mumps. The variant St 
Louis encephalitis is transmitted by mosqui¬ 
toes. 

encephalitis lethargica /.enkefalaitis li 
Ou:d;y ko/ noun same as lethargic encephali¬ 
tis 

encephalo-/enkefala/ prefix referring to the 
brain 

encephalocele /en'kefalausiil/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the brain protrudes through a 
congenital or traumatic gap in the skull bones 
encephalogram /en'kefalagraem/, enceph- 
alograph /en'kefalagratf/ noun an X-ray 
photograph of the ventricles and spaces of the 
brain taken after air has been injected into the 
cerebrospinal fluid by lumbar puncture 
encephalography /en,kefa'lDgrafi/ noun 
an X-ray examination of the ventricles and 
spaces of the brain taken after air has been in¬ 
jected into the cerebrospinal fluid by lumbar 
puncture 

comment: The air takes the place of the cere¬ 
brospinal fluid and makes it easier to photo¬ 
graph the ventricles clearly. This technique 
has been superseded by CT and MRI. 
encephaloid /en'kefalaid/ adjective like 
brain tissue 

encephaloma /en,kefa'lauma/ noun a tu¬ 
mour of the brain 

encephalomalacia /en.kefalauma'leijia/ 
noun softening of the brain 
encephalomyelitis /en,kefalaumaiaTaitis/ 
noun a group of diseases which cause inflam¬ 
mation of the brain and the spinal cord 
encephalomyelopathy /en.kefalaumaia 
InpaOi/ noun any condition where the brain 
and spinal cord are diseased 
encephalon /en'kel'olnn/ noun same as 
brain (note: The plural is encephala.) 
encephalopathy en,kefa'inpoOi/ noun any 
disease of the brain 

enchondroma /,enkan'drauma/ noun a tu¬ 
mour formed of cartilage growing inside a 
bone 

enchondromatosis /.enkandroma'tausis/ 
noun a condition in which a tumour formed of 
cartilage grows inside a bone 
encopresis /,enkau'pri:sis/ noun faecal in¬ 
continence not associated with a physical con¬ 
dition or disease 

encounter group /in'kaunta grutp/ noun a 
form of treatment of psychological disorders, 
where people meet and talk about their prob¬ 
lems in a group 
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encysted /en'sistid/ adjective enclosed in a 
capsule like a cyst 

end- /end/ prefix same as endo- (used before 
vowels) 

endanger /in'deind39/ verb to put someone 
or something at risk O The operation may en¬ 
danger the life of the patient. 
endarterectomy /.endaito'rektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of the lining of a blocked 
artery. Also called re bo re 
endarteritis /.endaito'raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the inner lining of an artery 
endarteritis obliterans /.endait.raitis o 
'blitoronz/ noun a condition where inflamma¬ 
tion in an artery is so severe that it blocks the 
artery 

end artery /'end ,a:tori/ noun the last section 
of an artery which does not divide into smaller 
arteries and does not join to other arteries 
endaural /end'oirol/ adjective inside the ear 
endemic /en'demik/ adjective referring to 
any disease which is very common in specific 
places O This disease is endemic to Mediterra¬ 
nean countries. 

endemic haemoptysis /en.demik hi: 
'moptosis/ noun same as paragonimiasis 
endemic syphilis /en.demik 'sifolis/ ad¬ 
jective same as bejel 

endemic typhus /en.demik 'taifos/ noun 
fever transmitted by fleas from rats 
endemiology /en,di:mi'Dl9d3i/ noun the 
study of endemic diseases 
end-expiratory /.end ik'spairotri/ noun t 
positive end-expiratory pressure 
endo- /endou/ prefix inside 
endobronchial /endou'brDrjkiol/ adjective 
inside the bronchi 

endocardial /.endou'kaidiol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the endocardium 

endocardial pacemaker /.endoukaidiol 
'peismeiko/ noun a pacemaker attached to the 
lining of the heart 

endocarditis /.endoukai'daitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the membrane lining of the 
heart 

endocardium /.endou'kaidiom/ noun a 
membrane which lines the heart. See illustra¬ 
tion at heart in Supplement 
endocervicitis /.endousaivi'saitis/ noun 
inflammation of the membrane in the neck of 
the uterus 

endocervix /.endou'ssiviks/ noun a mem¬ 
brane which lines the neck of the uterus 
endochondral /.endou'kondrol/ adjective 
inside a cartilage 

endocrine /'endoukrain/ adjective relating 
to the endocrine glands or the hormones they 
secrete 

endocrine gland /'endoukrain glsend/ 
noun a gland without a duct which produces 


hormones which are introduced directly into 
the bloodstream, e.g. the pituitary gland, thy¬ 
roid gland, the adrenal gland and the gonads. 
Also called ductless gland. Compare exo¬ 
crine gland 

endocrine system /'endoukrain .sistom/ 
noun a system of related ductless glands 
endocrinologist /.endoukri'nDlodsist/ 
noun a doctor who specialises in the study of 
endocrinology 

endocrinology /.endoukri'nolodsi/ noun 
the study of the endocrine system, its function 
and effects 

endoderm /'end9ud3im/ noun the inner of 
three layers surrounding an embryo. Also 
called entoderm 

comment: The endoderm gives rise to most of 
the epithelium of the respiratory system, the 
alimentary canal, some of the ductless glands 
the bladder and part of the urethra, 
endodermal /|end3u'd3:m(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the endoderm. Also called entoder- 
mal 

endodontia /.endou'dDnJio/ noun treatment 
of chronic toothache by removing the roots of 
a tooth 

endogenous /en'dDd39nos/ adjective devel¬ 
oping or being caused by something inside an 
organism. Compare exogenous 
endogenous depression /en.dndsonos 
di'preJ(o)n/ noun depression caused by no ob¬ 
vious external factor 

endogenous eczema /en,dDd 3 onos 'ek 
simo/ noun eczema which is caused by no ob¬ 
vious external factor 

endolymph /'endoulimf/ noun a fluid inside 
the membranous labyrinth in the inner ear 
endolymphatic duct /.endoulimfaetik 
'dAkt/ noun a duct which carries the endol¬ 
ymph inside the membranous labyrinth 
endolysin /en'dDlisin/ noun a substance 
present in cells, which kills bacteria 
endometria /.endou'miitrio/ plural of en¬ 
dometrium 

endometrial /.endou'miitriol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the endometrium 
endometrial laser ablation / 

.endoumiitriol 'leizo 3b,leiJ(o)n/ noun a gy¬ 
naecological surgical procedure using a laser 
to treat fibroids or other causes of thickening 
of the lining of the uterus 
endometriosis /.endoumiitri'ousis/ noun a 
condition affecting women, in which tissue 
similar to the tissue of the uterus is found in 
other parts of the body 

endometritis /.endoumi'traitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the lining of the uterus 
endometrium /.endou'miitriom/ noun the 
mucous membrane lining the uterus, part of 
which is shed at each menstruation (note: The 
plural is endometria.) 
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endomyocarditis /.endoumaioukai'daitis/ 
noun inflammation of the muscle and inner 
membrane of the heart 

endomysium /.endou'misiom/ noun con¬ 
nective tissue around and between muscle fi¬ 
bres 

endoneurium /.endou'njuoriom/ noun fi¬ 
brous tissue between the individual fibres in a 
nerve 

endoparasite /.endou'pasrosait/ noun a 
parasite which lives inside its host, e.g. in the 
intestines. Compare ectoparasite 
endophthalmitis /.endDfGael'maitis/ noun 
inflammation of the interior of the eyeball 
end organ /'end ,o:gon/ noun a nerve ending 
with encapsulated nerve filaments 
endorphin /en'doifin/ noun a peptide pro¬ 
duced by the brain which acts as a natural 
painkiller. i> encephalin 
endoscope /'endoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to examine the inside of the body, 
made of a thin tube which is passed into the 
body down a passage. The tube has a fibre op¬ 
tic light, and may have small surgical instru¬ 
ments attached. 

endoscopic retrograde cholangiopan¬ 
creatography /.endouskDpik .retrogreid 
ko'lsendsioupaegkrio'tDgrofi/ noun a method 
used to examine the pancreatic duct and bile 
duct for possible obstructions. Abbr ERCP 
endoscopy /en'dDskopi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the inside of the body using an endo¬ 
scope 

endoskeleton /'end3u,skelit(3)n/ noun the 
inner structure of bones and cartilage in an an¬ 
imal 

endosteum /en'dDStiom/ noun a membrane 
lining the bone marrow cavity inside a long 
bone 

endothelial /.endou'Giiliol/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the endothelium 
endothelioma /.endouGiili'oumo/ noun a 
malignant tumour originating inside the en¬ 
dothelium 

endothelium /.endou'Giiliom/ noun a mem¬ 
brane of special cells which lines the heart, the 
lymph vessels, the blood vessels and various 
body cavities. Compare epithelium, mesothe- 
lium 

endotoxin /.endou'tDksin/ noun a toxic sub¬ 
stance released after the death of some bacte¬ 
rial cells 

endotracheal /.endou'treikiol/ adjective 

same as intratracheal 

endotracheal tube /.endou'treikiol tjuib/ 
noun a tube passed down the trachea, through 
either the nose or mouth, in anaesthesia or to 
help a person breathe 

end plate /'end pleit/ noun the end of a mo¬ 
tor nerve, where it joins muscle fibre 


end stage renal disease /.end steid 3 
'ri:n(o)l di.ziiz/ noun the stage of kidney dis¬ 
ease at which uraemia occurs and dialysis 
needs to start. Abbr ESRD 
enema /'enimo/ noun a liquid substance put 
into the rectum to introduce a drug into the 
body, to wash out the colon before an opera¬ 
tion or for diagnosis 

enema bag /'enomo bseg/ noun a bag con¬ 
taining the liquid for an enema, attached to a 
tube into the rectum 

energy /'enod 3 i/ noun the force or strength to 
carry out activities O You need to eat certain 
types of food to give you energy. 
enervation /.eno'veiJXojn/ noun 1 . general 
nervous weakness 2. a surgical operation to re¬ 
move a nerve 

engagement /in'geid 3 mont/ noun (in ob¬ 
stetrics) the moment where part of the fetus, 
usually the head, enters the pelvis at the begin¬ 
ning of labour 

engorged /in'go:d 3 d/ adjective excessively 
filled with liquid, usually blood 
engorgement /m'go:d 3 mont/ noun the ex¬ 
cessive filling of a vessel, usually with blood 
enkephalin /en'kefolin/ noun US same as 
encephalin 

enophthalmos /.enDf'Gaslmos/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the eyes are very deep in their 
sockets 

enostosis /.eno'stousis/ noun a harmless 
growth inside a bone, usually in the skull or in 
a long bone 

enrolled /in'rould/ adjective registered on an 
official list 

Enrolled Nurse /in.rould 'n3is/ noun | sec¬ 
ond-level nurse 

ensiform /'ensifoim/ adjective shaped like a 
sword 

ensiform cartilage /.ensifoim 'ka:t9lid3/ 
noun same as xiphoid process 
ENT abbr Ear, Nose & Throat 
Entamoeba coli /.entomiibo 'koulai/ noun 
a harmless intestinal parasite 
Entamoeba gingivalis /.entomiibo 
,d 3 ind 3 i'v 2 elis/ noun an amoeba that lives in 
the gums and tonsils, and causes gingivitis 
Entamoeba histolytica /.entomiibo .histo 
'litiks/ noun an intestinal amoeba which caus¬ 
es amoebic dysentery 

ENT department /.i: en 1 ti: di.paitmont/ 
noun a department of otorhinolaryngology 
ENT doctor /,i: en 'ti: .dokto/ noun same as 

otorhinolaryngologist 

enter- /ento/ prefix same as entero- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

enteral /'entorol/ adjective 1 . referring to the 
intestine. Compare parenteral 2. referring to 
medication or food which is taken by mouth or 
through a nasogastric tube 
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enteral feeding /.entarsl fiidiri noun the 
feeding of a person by a nasogastric tube or by 
the infusion of liquid food directly into the in¬ 
testine. Also called enteral nutrition 

‘Standard nasogastric tubes are usually sufficient for 
enteral feeding in critically ill patients’ [British 
Journal of Nursing] 

enteralgia /.entor'eeldso/ noun same as colic 
enterally /'entoroli/ adverb referring to a 
method of feeding a person by nasogastric 
tube or directly into the intestine 
‘All patients requiring nutrition are fed enterally, 
whether nasogastrically or directly into the small in¬ 
testine’ [British Journal of Nursing] 

enteral nutrition /.entorol nju:'tri/(3)n/ 
noun same as enteral feeding 

enterectomy /.entor'ektomi/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of part of the intestine 
enteric /en'terik/ adjective referring to the in¬ 
testine 

enteric-coated /en.terik 'koutid/ adjective 
referring to a capsule with a coating which 
prevents it from being digested and releasing 
the drug until it reaches the intestine 
enteric fever /en.terik 'fiivo/ noun US 1. 
any one of three fevers (typhoid, paratyphoid 
A and paratyphoid B) 2. any febrile disease of 
the intestines 

enteritis /.ento'raitis/ noun inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the intestine 
entero- /entorou/ prefix referring to the intes¬ 
tine 

Enterobacteria /.entoroubaek'tiorio/ noun 
a family of Gram-negative bacteria, including 
Salmonella, Shigella, Escherichia and Kleb¬ 
siella 

enterobiasis /.entorou'baiosis/ noun a 
common children’s disease, caused by thread¬ 
worms in the large intestine which cause itch¬ 
ing round the anus. Also called oxyuriasis 
Enterobius /.ento'roubios/ noun a small 
thin nematode worm, one species of which, 
Enterobius vermicularis, infests the large in¬ 
testine and causes itching round the anus. Also 
called threadworm, pinworm 
enterocele /'entorousiil/, enterocoele /'en 
terousiil/ noun a hernia of the intestine 
enterocentesis /.entorousen'tiisis/ noun 
surgical puncturing of the intestines where a 
hollow needle is pushed through the abdomi¬ 
nal wall into the intestine to remove gas or flu¬ 
id 

enterococcus /.entorou'kDkos/ noun a 
streptococcal bacterium that lives in the intes¬ 
tine (note: The plural is enterococci.) 
enterocoele /'enterousiil/ noun another 
spelling of enterocele 

enterocolitis /.entorouko'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the colon and small intestine 
enterogastrone /.entorou'gsestroun/ noun 
a hormone released in the duodenum, which 
controls secretions of the stomach 


enterogenous /.entorou'dsiinos/ adjective 
originating in the intestine 
enterolith /'entorouliG/ noun a stone in the 
intestine 

enteron /'entoron/ noun the whole intestinal 
tract 

enteropathy ^ento'ropoBi/ noun any disor¬ 
der of the intestine. i> gluten-induced enterop¬ 
athy 

enteropeptidase /.entorou'peptideiz/ noun 
an enzyme produced by glands in the small in¬ 
testine 

enteroptosis /.entorDp'tousis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the intestine is lower than usual 
in the abdominal cavity 
enterorrhaphy /.entor'oirofi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to stitch up a perforated intestine 
enteroscope /'entoroskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for inspecting the inside of the intestine 
enterospasm / l entor3u l spaez(9)m/ noun an 
irregular painful contraction of the intestine 
enterostomy /.ento'rDstomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make an opening between the 
small intestine and the abdominal wall 
enterotomy /.ento'rotomi/ noun a surgical 
incision in the intestine 
enterotoxin /.entorou'toksin/ noun a bacte¬ 
rial exotoxin which particularly affects the in¬ 
testine 

enterovirus /.entorou'vairos/ noun a virus 
which prefers to live in the intestine. Enterovi¬ 
ruses include poliomyelitis virus, Coxsackie 
viruses and the echoviruses. 
enterozoon /.enterou'zouDn/ noun a para¬ 
site which infests the intestine (note: The plu¬ 
ral is enterozoa.) 

entoderm /'entoudsim/ noun same as endo- 
derm 

entodermal /.entou'dsimCo)!/ adjective 
same as endodermal 

Entonox /'entonDks/ noun a gas consisting 
of 50% oxygen and 50% nitrous oxide that is 
used as a painkiller during childbirth 
entopic /in'topik/ adjective located or taking 
place in the usual position. Opposite ectopic 
entropion /in'troupion/ noun a turning of the 
edge of the eyelid towards the inside 
enucleate /I'njuiklieit/ verb to remove 
something completely 

enucleation /i,nju:kli 1 ei/(s)n/ noun 1 . the 
surgical removal of all of a tumour 2. the sur¬ 
gical removal of the whole eyeball 
enuresis /.enju'riisis/ noun the involuntary 
passing of urine 

enuretie /.enju'retik/ adjective referring to 
enuresis, or causing enuresis 
envenomation /in^eno'meiJXo)^ noun the 
use of snake venom as part of a therapeutic 
treatment 
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environment /in' vairsnmant/ noun the con¬ 
ditions and influences under which an organ¬ 
ism lives 

environmental /in.vairon'mentCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the environment 
Environmental Health Officer /in 

,vair9nment(3)l 'hel0 ,Dfiso/ noun an official 
of a local authority who examines the environ¬ 
ment and tests for air pollution, bad sanitation, 
noise pollution and similar threats to public 
health. Abbr EHO 

environmental temperature /in.vairon 
ment(o)l 'tempritjo/ noun the temperature of 
the air outside the body 
enzymatic /.enzai'maetik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to enzymes 

enzyme /'enzaim / noun a protein substance 
produced by living cells which aids a bio¬ 
chemical reaction in the body (note: The 
names of enzymes mostly end with the suffix - 

ase.) 

comment: Many different enzymes exist in the 
body, working in the digestive system, in the 
metabolic processes and helping the synthe¬ 
sis of certain compounds. 

enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay / 

.enzaim lirjkt ^mjunou.soibont 'assei/ noun 
full form of ELISA 

eonism /'ii9niz(3)m/ noun cross-dressing, 
when a male wears female dress 
eosin /'iiousin/ noun a red crystalline solid 
used as a biological staining dye 
eosinopenia /.iiousino'piinio/ noun a re¬ 
duction in the number of eosinophils in the 
blood 

eosinophil /^lou'sinofil/ noun a type of cell 
that can be stained with eosin 
eosinophilia /.iiousino'filio/ noun an excess 
of eosinophils in the blood 
eparterial /.epai'tioriol/ adjective situated 
over or on an artery 

ependyma /I'pendimo/ noun a thin mem¬ 
brane which lines the ventricles of the brain 
and the central canal of the spinal cord 
ependymal /i'pendim(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the ependyma 

ependymal cell /i'pendim(o)l sel/ noun one 
of the cells which form the ependyma 
ependymoma /i.pendi'moumo/ noun a tu¬ 
mour in the brain originating in the ependyma 
ephedrine /'efidriin/ noun a drug that re¬ 
lieves asthma and blocked noses by causing 
the air passages to widen 
ephidrosis /.efi'drousis/ noun an unusual 
amount of sweat 
epi- /epi/ prefix on or over 
epiblepharon /.epi'bleforon/ noun an unu¬ 
sual fold of skin over the eyelid, which may 
press the eyelashes against the eyeball 
epicanthus /,epTkaen03s/, epicanthic fold / 
,epikgen0ik 'fsuld/ noun a large fold of skin 


in the inner corner of the eye, common in ba¬ 
bies and also found in adults of some groups 
such as the Chinese 

epicardial /,epTka:di9l/ adjective referring 
to the epicardium 

epicardial pacemaker /.epikaidial 'peis 
meiks/ noun a pacemaker attached to the sur¬ 
face of the ventricle 

epicardium ^epi'kaidiam/ noun the inner 
layer of the pericardium which lines the walls 
of the heart, outside the myocardium. See il¬ 
lustration at heart in Supplement 
epicondyle /.epi'kondail/ noun a projecting 
part of the round end of a bone above the con¬ 
dyle 

epicondylitis /.epikDndi'laitis/ noun same 

as tennis elbow 

epicranium /.epTkreinism/ noun the five 
layers of the scalp, the skin and hair on the 
head covering the skull 
epicranius /.epTkreinias/ noun a scalp mus¬ 
cle 

epicritic /.epi'kritik/ adjective referring to 
the nerves which govern the fine senses of 
touch and temperature 

epidemic /.epi'demik/ adjective spreading 
quickly through a large part of the population 
O The disease rapidly reached epidemic pro¬ 
portions. ■ noun an outbreak of an infectious 
disease which spreads very quickly and affects 
a large number of people 
epidemic pleurodynia /.epidemik ,plu3r3 
'dinia/ noun a viral disease affecting the intes¬ 
tinal muscles, with symptoms like influenza, 
such as fever, headaches and pains in the chest. 
Also called Bornholm disease 
epidemic typhus /.epidemik 'taifss/ noun 
fever with headaches, mental disorder and a 
rash, caused by lice which come from other 
humans 

epidemiological /.epi.diimis'hxlsikte)!/ 
adjective concerning epidemiology 
epidemiologist /.ep^diimi'Dladsist/ noun 
a person who specialises in the study of diseas¬ 
es in groups of people 

epidemiology /.ep^diimi'cladsi/ noun the 
study of diseases in the community, in particu¬ 
lar how they spread and how they can be con¬ 
trolled 

epidermal /,epTd3:m(3)l/ adjective referring 
to the epidermis 

epidermis /,epi'd3imis/ noun the outer layer 
of the skin, including the dead skin on the sur¬ 
face. Also called cuticle 
epidermoid cyst /,epid3:moid 'sist/ noun 
same as sebaceous cyst 
epidermolysis /,epid3:'mDl3Sis/ noun sep¬ 
aration of the epidermis from the tissue under¬ 
neath, usually forming a blister 
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epidermolysis bullosa /.epidsi.mDbsis 
bu'louso/ noun a group of disorders where 
blisters form on the skin 
Epidermophyton /.epidsi'mDfiton/ noun a 
fungus which grows on the skin and causes 
athlete’s foot, among other disorders 
epidermophytosis /.epi.dsimoufai 
'tousis/ noun a fungus infection of the skin, 
e.g. athlete’s foot 

epididymal /.epi'didurho)!/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the epididymis 

epididymectomy ^epididi'mektomi/ noun 
the removal of the epididymis 
epididymis /,epi 'didimis/ noun a long twist¬ 
ing thin tube at the back of the testis, which 
forms part of the efferent duct of the testis, and 
in which spermatozoa are stored before ejacu¬ 
lation. See illustration at urogenital system 
(male) in Supplement 

epididymitis /,epididi'maitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the epididymis 
epididymo-orchitis /epi,didimou oi'kaif 
tis/ noun inflammation of the epididymis and 
the testes 

epidural /.epi'djuorol/ adjective on the out¬ 
side of the dura mater. Also called extradural 
■ noun same as epidural anaesthesia 
epidural anaesthesia /epi,dju9rol .senos 
'0i:zio/ noun a local anaesthesia in which an¬ 
aesthetic is injected into the space between the 
vertebral canal and the dura mater 
epidural block /,epidju9rol 'blok/ noun an¬ 
algesia produced by injecting an analgesic so¬ 
lution into the space between the vertebral ca¬ 
nal and the dura mater 

epidural space /.epidjuorol 'speis/ noun a 
space in the spinal cord between the vertebral 
canal and the dura mater 
epigastric /.epi'gaestrik/ adjective referring 
to the upper abdomen O The patient com¬ 
plained of pains in the epigastric area. 
epigastrium /.epi'gaestriom/ noun the part 
of the upper abdomen between the ribcage and 
the navel. Also called the pit of the stomach 
epigastrocele /.epi'gasstrousiil/ noun a 
hernia in the upper abdomen 
epiglottis /.epi'glDtis/ noun a flap of carti¬ 
lage at the root of the tongue which moves to 
block the windpipe when food is swallowed, 
so that the food does not go down the trachea 
epiglottitis /.epiglo'taitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion and swelling of the epiglottis 
epilation /.epi'leiJXojn/ noun the process of 
removing hair by destroying the hair follicles 
epilepsy /'epilepsi/ noun a disorder of the 
nervous system in which there are convulsions 
and loss of consciousness due to a disordered 
discharge of cerebral neurones 
comment: The commonest form of epilepsy is 
major epilepsy or ‘grand mal’, where a person 
loses consciousness and falls to the ground 
with convulsions. A less severe form is minor 


epilepsy or ‘petit mal’, where attacks last only 
a few seconds, and the person appears sim¬ 
ply to be hesitating or thinking deeply, 
epileptic /.epi'leptik/ adjective having epi¬ 
lepsy, or relating to epilepsy ■ noun a person 
with epilepsy (note: The word ‘epileptic’ to de¬ 
scribe a person is now avoided.) 
epileptic fit /.epileptik 'fit/ noun an attack 
of convulsions, and sometimes unconscious¬ 
ness, due to epilepsy 

epileptiform /.epi'leptifoim/ adjective be¬ 
ing similar to epilepsy 

epileptogenic /.epi.leptou'dsemk/ adjec¬ 
tive causing epilepsy 

epiloia /.epi'loio/ noun a hereditary disease 
of the brain associated with learning disabili¬ 
ties, epilepsy and tumours on the kidney and 
heart. Also called tuberose sclerosis 
epimenorrhagia /.epimeno'reidso/ noun 
very heavy bleeding during menstruation oc¬ 
curring at very short intervals 
epimenorrhoea /.epimeno'riio/ noun men¬ 
struation at shorter intervals than twenty-eight 
days 

epimysium /.epi'maisiom/ noun a connec¬ 
tive tissue binding striated muscle fibres 
epinephrine /.epi'nefrin/ noun US same as 

adrenaline 

epineurium /.epi'njuoriom/ noun a sheath 
of connective tissue round a nerve 
epiphenomenon /.epifo'nominon/ noun an 
unusual symptom which may not be caused by 
a disease 

epiphora /e'piforo/ noun a condition in 
which the eye fills with tears either because the 
lacrimal duct is blocked or because excessive 
tears are being secreted 
epiphyseal /.epi'fiziol/ adjective referring to 
an epiphysis 

epiphyseal cartilage /epi.fiziol 'ka:tolid 3 / 
noun a type of cartilage in the bones of chil¬ 
dren and adolescents which expands and hard¬ 
ens as the bones grow to full size 
epiphyseal line /epi'fiziol lain/ noun a 
plate of epiphyseal cartilage separating the ep¬ 
iphysis and the diaphysis of a long bone 
epiphysis /e'pifosis/ noun the area of 
growth in a bone which is separated from the 
main part of the bone by cartilage until bone 
growth stops. See illustration at bone struc¬ 
ture in Supplement. Compare diaphysis, met- 
aphysis 

epiphysis cerebri /e.pifosis so'riibri/ noun 
the pineal gland. See illustration at bone 
structure in Supplement 
epiphysitis /.epifi'saitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of an epiphysis 

epiplo- /epiplou/ prefix referring to the omen¬ 
tum 

epiplocele /e'piplousiil/ noun a hernia con¬ 
taining part of the omentum 
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epiploic /,epi'pl3uik/ adjective referring to 
the omentum 

epiploon /e'piplouon/ noun same as omen¬ 
tum 

episclera /'episklioro/ noun the outer sur¬ 
face of the sclera of the eyeball 
episcleritis /.episklo'raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the outer surface of the sclera in the 
eyeball 

episi- /opiziou/, episio- /opizi/ prefix refer¬ 
ring to the vulva 

episiorrhaphy /o.pizi'oirofi/ noun a proce¬ 
dure for stitching tom labia majora 
episiotomy /o.pizi'Dtomi/ noun a surgical 
cut of the perineum near the vagina to prevent 
tearing during childbirth 
episode /'episoud/ noun a separate occur¬ 
rence of an illness 

episodic /,epi'sDdik/ adjective happening in 
separate but related incidents, e.g. asthma 
which occurs in separate attacks 
epispadias /.epi'speidios/ noun a congeni¬ 
tal condition where the urethra opens on the 
top of the penis and not at the end. Compare 
hypospadias 

epispastic /.epi'spsestik/ noun same as 

vesicant 

epistaxis /.epi'stseksis/ noun same as nose¬ 
bleed 

epithalamus /.epi'Gaelomos/ noun the part 
of the forebrain containing the pineal body 
epithelial /.epi'Giiliol/ adjective referring to 
the epithelium 

epithelialisation / l epi l 0iiliolai l zeiJ'(o)n/ J 
epithelialization noun the growth of skin over 
a wound 

epithelial layer /epi,0i:liol Teio/ noun the 
epithelium 

epithelial tissue /epi.Giiliol ‘tiju:/ noun ep¬ 
ithelial cells arranged as a continuous sheet 
consisting of one or several layers 
epithelioma /epiGiili'oumo/ noun a tumour 
arising from epithelial cells 
epithelium /.epi'Giiliom/ noun the layer or 
layers of cells covering an organ, including the 
skin and the lining of all hollow cavities except 
blood vessels, lymphatics and serous cavities. 
Compare endothelium, mesothelium 
comment: Epithelium is classified according 
to the shape of the cells and the number of 
layers of cells which form it. The types of epi¬ 
thelium according to the number of layers are: 
simple epithelium (epithelium formed of a 
single layer of cells) and stratified epitheli¬ 
um (epithelium formed of several layers of 
cells). The main types of epithelial cells are: 
columnar epithelium (simple epithelium with 
long narrow cells, forming the lining of the in¬ 
testines); ciliated epithelium (simple epithe¬ 
lium where the cells have little hairs, forming 
the lining of air passages); cuboidal epitheli¬ 
um (with cube-shaped cells, forming the lining 
of glands and intestines) and squamous epi¬ 


thelium or pavement epithelium (with flat 
cells like scales, forming the lining of the peri¬ 
cardium, peritoneum and pleura), 
epituberculosis /.epitju.bsikju'busis/ 
noun swelling of the lymph node in the thorax, 
due to tuberculosis 

eponym /'eponim/ noun a procedure, disease 
or part of the body which is named after a per¬ 
son 

comment: An eponym can refer to a disease 
or condition such as Dupuytren’s contracture, 
or Guillain-Barre syndrome, a part of the body 
such as circle of Willis, an organism such as 
Leishmania, a surgical procedure such as 
Trendelenburg’s operation or an appliance 
such as Kirschner wire. 

Epsom salts /.epsom 'soilts/ noun same as 

magnesium sulphate 

Epstein-Barr virus /.epstain 'ba: .vairos/ 
noun a virus which probably causes glandular 
fever. Also called EB virus [Isolated and de¬ 
scribed 1964. After Michael Anthony Epstein (b. 
1921), Bristol pathologist; Murray Llewellyn Barr 
(1908-95), Canadian anatomist and cytologist, 
head of the Department of Anatomy at the Uni¬ 
versity of Western Ontario, Canada.] 
epulis /I'pjuilis/ noun a small fibrous swell¬ 
ing on a gum 

equi- /nkwi, ekwi/ prefix equal 
equilibrium /.iikwi'libriom/ noun a state of 
balance 

equinovarus /^kwainou'veoros/*talipes 
equipment /fkwipmont/ noun apparatus or 
tools which are required to do something O 
The centre urgently needs surgical equipment. 
O The surgeons complained about the out-of- 
date equipment in the hospital, (note: No plu¬ 
ral: for one item say a piece of equipment.) 

ER abbr 1. US emergency room 2. endoplas¬ 
mic reticulum 

eradicate /frasdikeit/ verb to remove some¬ 
thing completely O international action to 
eradicate tuberculosis 

eradication /i.rcedi'keiJOjn/ noun the act of 
removing something completely 
Erb’s palsy /,3ibz 'poilzi/, Erb’s paralysis / 
,3ibz po'rselosis/ noun a condition in which 
an arm is paralysed because of birth injuries to 
the brachial plexus. i> Bell’s palsy 
ERCP abbr endoscopic retrograde cholangio¬ 
pancreatography 

erect /I'rekt/ adjective stiff and straight 
erectile /I'rektail/ adjective able to become 
erect 

erectile dysfunction /i.rektail dis 
'fAqkJon/ noun a condition in which a man 
finds it difficult or impossible to have or main¬ 
tain an erection during intercourse 
erectile tissue /i'rektail ,tiju:/ noun vascu¬ 
lar tissue which can become erect and stiff 
when engorged with blood, e.g. the corpus 
cavemosum in the penis 
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erection /I'rekjon/ noun a state where a body 
part such as the penis becomes swollen be¬ 
cause of engorgement with blood 
erector /I'rekto/ noun a small muscle which 
raises a body part 

erector spinae /i.rekto 'spaini:/ noun a 
large muscle starting at the base of the spine, 
and dividing as it runs up the spine 
erepsin /I'repsin/ noun a mixture of enzymes 
produced by the glands in the intestine, used in 
the production of amino acids 
erethism /'er90iz(3)m/ noun unusual irrita¬ 
bility 

ERG abbr electroretinogram 
ergo graph /'3:g9ugra:f/ noun apparatus 
which records the work of one or several mus¬ 
cles 

ergometrine maleate /,3:g3umetri:n 
'maslieit/ noun a drug used to speed up the de¬ 
livery of the placenta in childbirth and to con¬ 
trol postnatal bleeding 

ergonomics /^igo'nomiks/ noun the study 
of humans at work 

ergot /'3ig9t/ noun a disease of rye caused by 
the fungus Clariceps purpurea 
ergotamine /3:'gDt9mi:n/ noun a drug that 
causes narrowing of blood vessels and allevi¬ 
ates migraine, derived from the ergot fungus 
ergotism /'3:g9tiz(3)m/ noun poisoning 
caused by eating rye which has been contami¬ 
nated with the ergot fungus 
comment: The symptoms of ergotism are 
muscle cramps and dry gangrene in the fin¬ 
gers and toes. 

erogenous /i'rDd3on3s/ adjective producing 
sexual excitement 

erogenous zone /i'rDd 3 onos zoun/ noun a 
part of the body which, if stimulated, produces 
sexual arousal, e.g. the penis, clitoris or nip¬ 
ples 

erosion /i'r9U3(o)n/ noun the action of wear¬ 
ing away tissue or breaking down tissue 
erotic /Trotik/ adjective relating to or arous¬ 
ing the feeling of sexual desire 
ERPC abbr evacuation of retained products of 
conception 

eructation /.iirAk'teiJXo)^ noun same as 

belching 

erupt /I'rApt/ verb to break through the skin O 
The permanent incisors erupt before the 
premolars. 

eruption /I'rApJon/ noun 1 . something which 
breaks through the skin, e.g. a rash or pimple 
2. the appearance of a new tooth in a gum 
ery- /eri/ prefix same as erythro- 
erysipelas /.eri'sipolos/ noun a contagious 
skin disease, where the skin on the face be¬ 
comes hot, red and painful, caused by Strepto¬ 
coccus pyogenes 


erysipeloid /.eri'sipoloid/ noun a bacterial 
skin infection caused by touching infected fish 
or meat 

erythema /.eri'Giimo/ noun redness on the 
skin, caused by hyperaemia of the blood ves¬ 
sels near the surface 

erythema ab igne /.eriGiimo £eb 'ignei/ 
noun a pattern of red lines on the skin caused 
by exposure to heat 

erythema induratum /.eriGiimo ,indju 
'reitom/ noun a tubercular disease where ul¬ 
cerating nodules appear on the legs of young 
women. Also called Bazin’s disease 
erythema multiforme /.eriGiimo 'niAltU 
fo:mi/ noun the sudden appearance of inflam¬ 
matory red patches and sometimes blisters on 
the skin 

erythema nodosum /.eriGiimo nou 
'dousom/ noun an inflammatory disease 
where red swellings appear on the front of the 
legs 

erythema pernio /.eriGiimo 'psiniou/ noun 

same as chilblain 

erythema serpens /.eriGiimo 's3:pens/ 
noun a bacterial skin infection caused by 
touching infected fish or meat 
erythematosus /.er^Giimo'tousis/» lupus 
erythematous /.eri'Giimotos/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to erythema 

erythr- /eriGr/ prefix same as erythro- (used 
before vowels) 

erythraemia /.eri'Griimio/ noun a blood dis¬ 
order where the number of red blood cells in¬ 
creases sharply, together with an increase in 
the number of white cells, making the blood 
thicker and slower to flow. Also called poly- 
cythaemia vera 

erythrasma /.eri'Graezmo/ noun a persistent 
bacterial skin infection occurring in a fold in 
the skin or where two skin surfaces touch, such 
as between the toes. It is caused by Coryne- 
bacterium. 

erythro- /iriGrou/ prefix red 
erythroblast /I'riGroblasst/ noun a cell 
which forms an erythrocyte or red blood cell 
erythroblastosis /i.riGroublse'stousis/ 
noun the presence of erythroblasts in the 
blood, usually found in haemolytic anaemia 
comment: Usually erythroblastosis occurs 
where the mother is rhesus negative and has 
developed rhesus positive antibodies, which 
are passed into the blood of a rhesus positive 
fetus. 

erythroblastosis fetalis /i.riGroublae 
.stousis fii'tailis/ noun a blood disease af¬ 
fecting newborn babies, caused by a reaction 
between the rhesus factor of the mother and 
the fetus 

erythrocyanosis /TriGrosaio'nousis/ noun 
red and purple patches on the skin of the 
thighs, often accompanied by chilblains and 
made worse by cold 
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erythrocyte /I'riOrssait/ noun a mature red 
blood cell 

‘...anemia may be due to insufficient erythrocyte 
production, in which case the corrected reticulocyte 
count will be low, or it may be due to hemorrhage or 
hemolysis, in which cases there should be reticulo¬ 
cyte response’ [Southern Medical Journal ] 

erythrocyte sedimentation rate /i.riGro 
salt sedimen'teij(9)n reit/ noun a test that 
measures how fast erythrocytes settle in a sam¬ 
ple of blood plasma, used to confirm whether 
various blood conditions are present. Abbr 
ESR 

erythrocytosis /i.riGrosai'tousis/ noun an 
increase in the number of red blood cells in the 
blood 

erythroderma /i.riGro'daimo/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the skin becomes red and flakes 
off 

erythroedema /i.riGroi'diimo/ noun same 

as acrodynia 

erythrogenesis /i.riGro'dgenosis/, erythro- 
poiesis /i.riGropoi'iisis/ noun the formation 
of red blood cells in red bone marrow 
erythromelalgia /i.riGromerseldso/ noun a 
painful swelling of blood vessels in the ex¬ 
tremities 

erythromycin /i.riGro'maisin/ noun a anti¬ 
bacterial drug suitable for people who are sen¬ 
sitive to penicillin 

erythropenia /iriGro'piinio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person has a low number of 
erythrocytes in their blood 
erythroplasia /i.riGro'pleizio/ noun the for¬ 
mation of lesions on the mucous membrane 
erythropoiesis /^riGropoi'iisis/ noun same 
as erythrogenesis 

erythropoietin /i.riGro'poiotin/ noun a hor¬ 
mone which regulates the production of red 
blood cells 

comment: Erythropoietin can now be pro¬ 
duced by genetic techniques and is being 
used to increase the production of red blood 
cells in anaemia. 

erythropsia /.en'Gropsio/ noun a condition 
in which someone sees things as if coloured 
red 

Esbach’s albuminometer /.esbaiks ,sel 
bjuimi'nomito/ noun a glass for measuring 
albumin in urine, using Esbach’s method 
eschar /'eska:/ noun a dry scab, e.g. one 
forming on a burn 

escharotic /.esko'mtik/ noun a substance 
which produces an eschar 
Escherichia /.ejo'rikio/ noun a bacterium 
commonly found in faeces 
Escherichia coli /ejo.rikio 'koulai/ noun a 
Gram-negative bacterium associated with 
acute gastroenteritis. Also called E. coli 
escort nurse /'eskoit ,n3:s/ noun a nurse 
who goes with patients to the operating theatre 
and back again to the ward 


Esmarch’s bandage /'esmaiks ,b£endid 3 / 
noun a rubber band wrapped round a limb as a 
tourniquet before a surgical operation and left 
in place during the operation so as to keep the 
site free of blood [Described 1869. After Jo¬ 
hann Friedrich August von Esmarch (1823- 
1908), Professor of Surgery at Kiel, Germany.] 
esophagus /ii'sofogos/ noun US spelling of 
oesophagus 

esotropia /eso'troupio/ noun a type of 
squint, where the eyes both look towards the 
nose. Also called convergent strabismus 
espundia /I'spuindio/ * leishmaniasis 

ESR abbr erythrocyte sedimentation rate 
ESRD abbr end-stage renal disease 
essence /'es(o)ns/ noun a concentrated oil 
from a plant, used in cosmetics, and some¬ 
times as analgesics or antiseptics 
essential /I'senfal/ adjective 1. extremely 
important O It is essential to keep accurate 
records. 2. necessary for health O essential nu¬ 
trients 3. without obvious cause O essential 
hypertension Also called idiopathic 4. extract¬ 
ed from a plant O essential oil 
essential amino acid /i.senjol o.mimou 
'cesid/ noun an amino acid which is necessary 
for growth but which cannot be synthesised in 
the body and has to be obtained from the food 
supply 

comment: The essential amino acids are: iso¬ 
leucine, leucine, lysine, methionine, phenyla¬ 
lanine, threonine, tryptophan and valine. 

essential dysmenorrhoea /i.senjol dis 
meno'riio/ noun same as primary dysmenor¬ 
rhoea 

essential element /i.senjol 'elimont/ noun 
a chemical element which is necessary to the 
body’s growth or function, e.g. carbon, oxy¬ 
gen, hydrogen and nitrogen 
essential fatty acid /i.senfol ,fseti 'assid/ 
noun an unsaturated fatty acid which is neces¬ 
sary for growth and health. Abbr EFA 
comment: The essential fatty acids are lino- 
leic acid, linolenic acid and arachidonic acid, 
essential hyperkinesia /i.senjol .haipoki 
'niizi9/ noun a condition of children where 
their movements are excessive and repeated 
essential hypertension /i.senjol 'haipo 
.tenjon/ noun high blood pressure without any 
obvious cause 

essential Oil /i.senjol 'oil/ noun a medicinal 
or fragrant oil distilled from some part of a 
plant 

essential tremor /i.senjol 'tremo/ noun an 
involuntary slow trembling movement of the 
hands often seen in elderly people 
essential uterine haemorrhage /i.senjol 
Juitorain 'hem(9)rid3/ noun heavy uterine 
bleeding for which there is no obvious cause 
estrogen /'i:str3d3on/ noun US same as oes¬ 
trogen 
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ethambutol /I'flaembjutDl/ noun a drug that 
is part of the treatment for bacterial infections 
such as tuberculosis 

ethanol /'eflsnDl/ noun a colourless liquid, 
present in alcoholic drinks such as whisky, gin 
and vodka, and also used in medicines and as 
a disinfectant. Also called ethyl alcohol. 0 
pure alcohol 

ethene /'i:0i:n/ noun same as ethylene 
ether /'i:03/ noun an anaesthetic substance, 
now rarely used 

ethical /'e0ik(3)l/ adjective 1 . concerning eth¬ 
ics 2. referring to a drug available on prescrip¬ 
tion only 

ethical committee /'e0rk(ojl ks.miti/ noun 
a group of specialists who monitor experi¬ 
ments involving human beings or who regulate 
the way in which members of the medical pro¬ 
fession conduct themselves 
ethinyloestradiol /.eflints^nstrs'daiDl/ 
noun an artificial hormone related to oestrogen 
that is effective in small doses. It forms part of 
hormone replacement therapy, 
ethmoid /efl'moid/, ethmoidal /e0'moid(3)l/ 
adjective referring to the ethmoid bone or near 
to the ethmoid bone 

ethmoidal sinuses /e0,moid(3)l 'sainssiz/ 
plural noun air cells inside the ethmoid bone 
ethmoid bone /'eflmoid boon/ noun a bone 
which forms the top of the nasal cavity and 
part of the orbits 

ethmoidectomy /.eOmoi'dektsmi/ noun an 
operation to remove the lining between the si¬ 
nuses 

ethmoiditis /,e0moi'daitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the ethmoid bone or of the ethmoidal si¬ 
nuses 

ethnic /'e0mk/ adjective relating to a cultural¬ 
ly or racially distinctive group of people 
ethyl alcohol /jflail 'aelkshol/ noun same as 

ethanol 

ethylene /'e03li:n/ noun a gas used as an an¬ 
aesthetic 

ethylestrenol /,e0(3)l'estr3nDl/ noun an an¬ 
abolic steroid 

etiology /,i:ti'Dl3d3i/ noun US same as aeti¬ 
ology 

eu- /ju:/ prefix good, well 
eubacteria /juibaek'tisris/ noun true bacte¬ 
ria with rigid cell walls 
eucalyptol /juiks'liptal/ noun a substance 
obtained from eucalyptus oil 
eucalyptus /juiks'liptas/ noun a genus of 
tree growing mainly in Australia, from which 
a strongly smelling oil is distilled 
eucalyptus oil /jutks'liptss oil/ noun an 
aromatic medicinal oil distilled from the 
leaves of various species of tree in the genus 
Eucalyptus 


comment: Eucalyptus oil is used in pharma¬ 
ceutical products especially to relieve conges¬ 
tion in the respiratory passages, 
eugenics /jut'djeniks/ noun the study of 
how to improve the human race by genetic se¬ 
lection 

eunuch /'jumsk/ noun a castrated male 
eupepsia /jut'pepsis/ noun good digestion 
euphoria /jut'foiria/ noun a feeling of ex¬ 
treme happiness 

euplastic /ju:'plaestik/ adjective referring to 
tissue which heals well 
Eustachian canal /ju:'steij(3)n ka.ntel/ 
noun a passage through the porous bone form¬ 
ing the outside part of the Eustachian tube 
Eustachian tube /ju:'steij(3)n tjutb/ noun 
the tube which connects the pharynx to the 
middle ear. See illustration at EAR in Supple¬ 
ment [Described 1562, but actually named after 
Eustachio by Valsalva a century later. Bartolom¬ 
eo Eustachio (1520-74), physician to the Pope 
and Professor of Anatomy in Rome.] 
comment: The Eustachian tubes balance the 
air pressure on each side of the eardrum. 
When a person swallows or yawns, air is al¬ 
lowed into the Eustachian tubes and equalis¬ 
es the pressure with the normal atmospheric 
pressure outside the body. The tubes can be 
blocked by an infection, as in a cold, or by 
pressure differences, as inside an aircraft, 
and if they are blocked, the hearing is im¬ 
paired. 

euthanasia /, jutfls'neizia/ noun the painless 
killing of an incurably ill person or someone in 
a permanent coma in order to end their dis¬ 
tress. Also called mercy killing (note: This 
practice is illegal in most countries.) 
euthanise /'jutflsnaiz/, euthanize verb to 
kill an incurably ill person or someone in a 
permanent coma 

euthyroid /jut'flairoid/ noun a condition 
where the thyroid is functioning normally 
euthyroidism /ju:'9airoidiz(3)m/, euthy¬ 
roid state /ju:'0air3id ,steit/ noun the fact of 
having a healthy thyroid gland 
eutOCia /jui'tsusia/ noun a standard child¬ 
birth 

evacuant /I'vaekjusnt/ noun a medicine 
which makes a person have a bowel movement 
evacuate /I'vEekjueit/ verb to discharge fae¬ 
ces from the bowel, or to have a bowel move¬ 
ment 

evacuation /I,v$kju'eij(3)n/ noun the act 
of removing the contents of something, espe¬ 
cially discharging faeces from the bowel 

evacuation of retained products of con¬ 
ception /ivaekju,eij(3)n sv rijeind 
.prodAkts 3v ksn'sepjan/ noun a D & C op¬ 
eration performed after an abortion or miscar¬ 
riage to ensure the uterus is left empty. Abbr 
ERPC 
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evacuator /fvsekjueito/ noun an instrument 
used to empty a cavity such as the bladder or 
bowel 

evaluate /I'vaeljueit/ verb 1. to examine and 
calculate the quantity or level of something O 
The laboratory is still evaluating the results of 
the tests. 2. to examine someone and calculate 
the treatment required 
‘. .all patients were evaluated and followed up at the 
hypertension unit’ [British Medical Journal] 

evaluation /i.vaelju'eiJC^n/ noun the act of 
examining and calculating the quantity or level 
of something O In further evaluation of these 
patients no side-effects of the treatment were 
noted. 

‘...evaluation of fetal age and weight has proved to 
be of value in the clinical management of pregnancy, 
particularly in high-risk gestations’ [Southern 
Medical Journal] 

eventration /,i:ven'treij(3)n/ noun the 
pushing of the intestine through the wall of the 
abdomen 

eversion /i'v3:J(3)n/ noun the act of turning 
towards the outside or turning inside out. See 
illustration at anatomical terms in Supple¬ 
ment □ eversion of the cervix a condition af¬ 
ter laceration during childbirth, where the edg¬ 
es of the cervix sometimes turn outwards 
evertor /i'v3:to/ noun a muscle which makes 
a limb turn outwards 

evidence-based /'evidons beist/ adjective 
based on the results of well-designed trials of 
specific types of treatment for specific condi¬ 
tions O evidence-based practice 
evidence-based medicine /'evid(o)ns 
beist ,med(3)sin/ noun medical practice 
where findings from research are used as the 
basis for decisions 

evisceration /i,vis3'reij(3)n/ noun 1. the 
surgical removal of the abdominal viscera. 
Also called exenteration 2. removal of the 
contents of an organ □ evisceration of the eye 
surgical removal of the contents of an eyeball 
evolution /.iivo'luiJC^n/ noun a process of 
change in organisms which takes place over a 
very long period involving many generations 
evulsion /I'vAlJon/ noun the act of extracting 
something by force 

Ewing’s tumour /'junrjz 'tjuimo/, Ewing’s 
sarcoma /Junrjz sai'koumo/ noun a malig¬ 
nant tumour in the marrow of a long bone [De¬ 
scribed 1922. After James Ewing (1866-1943), 
Professor of Pathology at Cornell University, 
New York, USA.] 

ex- /eks/ prefix same as exo- {used before vow¬ 
els) 

exacerbate /ig'z2es3,beit/ verb to make a 
condition more severe O The cold damp 
weather will only exacerbate his chest condi¬ 
tion. 


exacerbation /ig,z2es3'beij(9)n/ noun 1. 
the fact of making a condition worse 2. a peri¬ 
od when a condition becomes worse 
‘.. .patients were re-examined regularly or when they 
felt they might be having an exacerbation. Exacerba¬ 
tion rates were calculated from the number of exac¬ 
erbations during the study’ [ Lancet ] 
examination /ig l z£emi'neiJ'(o)n/ noun 1. an 
act of looking at someone or something care¬ 
fully O From the examination of the X-ray 
photographs, it seems that the tumour has not 
spread. 2. the act of looking at someone to find 
out what is wrong with him or her O The sur¬ 
geon carried out a medical examination before 
operating. 3. a written or oral test to see if a 
student is progressing satisfactorily (note: In 
this sense, often abbreviated to exam.) 
examine /ig'zsemin/ verb 1. to look at or to 
investigate someone or something carefully O 
The tissue samples were examined in the labo¬ 
ratory. 2. to look at and test someone to find 
out what is wrong with him or her O The doc¬ 
tor examined the patient's heart. 
exanthem /ig'zsenGom/ noun a skin rash 
found with infectious diseases like measles or 
chickenpox 

exanthematous /.ekssen'Gemotos/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to an exanthem or like an exan¬ 
them 

exanthem subitum /ig.zaenGom 'subitom/ 
noun same as roseola infantum 
excavator /'ekskoveito/ noun a surgical in¬ 
strument shaped like a spoon 
excavatum /'ekskoveitom/ * pectus exca- 
vatum 

exception /ik'sepjon/ noun 1. something 
that does not fit into or is excluded from a gen¬ 
eral rule or pattern 2 . the act or condition of be¬ 
ing excluded 

excess /ik'ses/ noun too much of a substance 
O The gland was producing an excess of hor¬ 
mones. O The body could not cope with an ex¬ 
cess of blood sugar. □ in excess of more than 
O Short men who weigh in excess of 100 kilos 
are very overweight. 

excessive /ik'sesiv/ adjective more than 
normal O The patient was passing excessive 
quantities of urine. O The doctor noted an ex¬ 
cessive amount of bile in the patient’s blood. 
excessively /ik'sesivli/ adverb too much o 
She has an excessively high blood pressure. O 
If the patient sweats excessively, it may be nec¬ 
essary to cool his body with cold compresses. 
exchange transfusion /iks,tjeind 3 trains 
'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun a method of treating leukae¬ 
mia or erythroblastosis in newborn babies, 
where almost all the blood is removed from the 
body and replaced with healthy blood 
excipient /ik'sipiont/ noun a substance add¬ 
ed to a drug so that it can be made into a pill 
excise /ik'saiz/ verb to cut something out 
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excision /ik'si 3 (o)n/ noun an operation by a 
surgeon to cut and remove part of the body 
such as a growth. Compare incision 
excitation /.eksi'teij^n/ noun the state of 
being mentally or physically aroused 
excitatory /ik'saitotri/ adjective tending to 
excite 

excite /ik'sait/ verb 1 . to stimulate someone 
or something 2. to give an impulse to a nerve 
or muscle 

excited /ik'saitid/ adjective 1 . very lively and 
happy 2. aroused 

excitement /ik'saitmont/ noun 1 . the act of 
being excited 2. the second stage of anaesthe¬ 
sia 

excoriation /iksko:ri'eiJ(3)n/ noun a raw 
skin surface or mucous membrane after rub¬ 
bing or burning 

excrement /'ekskrimont/ noun same as fae¬ 
ces 

excrescence /ik'skres(o)ns/ noun a growth 
on the skin 

excreta /ik'skriito/ plural noun waste materi¬ 
al from the body, especially faeces 
excrete /ik'skriit/ verb to pass waste matter 
out of the body, especially to discharge faeces 
O The urinary system separates waste liquids 
from the blood and excretes them as urine. 
excretion /ik'skri:J(9)n/ noun the act of 
passing waste matter, e.g. faeces, urine or 
sweat, out of the body 

excruciating /ik'skru:Jieitir)/ adjective ex¬ 
tremely painful O He had excruciating pains 
in his head. 

exenteration /ek.sento'reij^n/ noun same 

as evisceration 

exercise /'eksosaiz/ noun 1 . physical or 
mental activity, especially the active use of the 
muscles as a way of keeping fit, correcting a 
deformity or strengthening a part O Regular 
exercise is good for your heart. O He doesn't 
do or take enough exercise. 2. a particular 
movement or action designed to use and 
strengthen the muscles ■ verb to take exercise, 
or exert part of the body in exercise O He exer¬ 
cises twice a day to keep fit. 
exercise cycle /'eksosaiz ,saik(o)l/ noun a 
type of cycle which is fixed to the floor, so that 
someone can pedal on it for exercise 
exercise-induced asthma /.eksosaiz in 
,dju:st 'assmo/ noun asthma which is caused 
by exercise such as running or cycling. Abbr 
EIA 

exertion /ig'zsij^n/ noun physical activity 
exfoliation /eks.fouli'eij^n/ noun the loss 
of layers of tissue such as sunburnt skin 
exfoliative /eks'foulieitiv/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to exfoliation 

exfoliative dermatitis /eks.fouliotiv 
.dsimo'taitis/ noun a typical form of dermati¬ 


tis where the skin becomes red and comes off 
in flakes 

exhalation /.ekshs'leij^n/ noun 1 . the act 
of breathing out 2. air which is breathed out ► 
opposite inhalation 

exhale /eks'heil/ verb to breathe out. Oppo¬ 
site inhale 

exhaust /ig'zoist/ verb to tire someone out 
exhaustion /ig'zoist Jon/ noun extreme 
tiredness or fatigue 

exhibitionism /,eksTbiJ(o)niz(o)m/ noun a 
desire to show the genitals to a person of the 
opposite sex 

exo- /eksou/ prefix out of, outside 
exocrine /'eksokrain/ adjective □ exocrine 
secretions of the pancreas enzymes carried 
from the pancreas to the second part of the du¬ 
odenum 

exocrine gland /'eksokrain glasnd/ noun a 
gland with ducts which channel secretions to 
particular parts of the body such as the liver, 
the sweat glands, the pancreas and the salivary 
glands. Compare endocrine gland 
exogenous /ek'sDd 3 onos/ adjective devel¬ 
oping or caused by something outside the or¬ 
ganism. Compare endogenous 
exomphalos /ek'smnfolos/ noun same as 
umbilical hernia 

exophthalmic goitre /,eksDf0aslmik 
'goito/ noun a form of hyperthyroidism, in 
which the neck swells and the eyes protrude. 
Also called Graves’ disease 
exophthalmos /.eksDf'Oaelmos/ noun pro¬ 
truding eyeballs 

exoskeleton /'eksou,skelit(o)n/ noun the 
outer skeleton of some animals such as insects. 
Compare endoskeleton 
exostosis /.ekso'stousis/ noun a benign 
growth on the surface of a bone 
exotic /ig'zDtik/ adjective referring to a dis¬ 
ease which occurs in a foreign country 
exotoxin /.eksou'tDksin/ noun a poison, pro¬ 
duced by bacteria, which affects parts of the 
body away from the place of infection, e.g. the 
toxins which cause botulism or tetanus 
comment: Diphtheria is caused by a bacillus. 
The exotoxin released causes the general¬ 
ised symptoms of the disease such as fever 
and rapid pulse while the bacillus itself is re¬ 
sponsible for the local symptoms in the upper 
throat. 

exotropia /.eksou'troupio/ noun same as di¬ 
vergent strabismus 

expectant mother /ik,spektont 'mAdo/ 
noun a pregnant woman 
expected date of delivery /ik.spektid 
,deit ov di'lrv(o)ri/ noun the day on which a 
doctor calculates that the birth of a baby will 
take place 

expectorant /ik'spekt(o)ront/ noun a drug 
which helps someone to cough up phlegm 
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expectorate /ik'spektoreit/ verb to cough 
up phlegm or sputum from the respiratory pas¬ 
sages 

expectoration /ik.spekto'reiJXojn/ noun 
the act of coughing up fluid or phlegm from 
the respiratory tract 

expel /ik'spel/ verb to send something out of 
the body O Air is expelled from the lungs when 
a person breathes out. 

experiential learning /ik.spiorienjol 
'l3inip/ noun the process of learning from ex¬ 
perience 

experiment /ik'sperimont/ noun a scientific 
test conducted under set conditions O The sci¬ 
entists did some experiments to try the new 
drug on a small sample of people. 
expert patient /,eksp3it 'peiJ(o)nt/ noun a 
patient with a long-term illness who has been 
taught how to manage his or her own medical 
care 

expiration ^ekspo'reiJXojn/ noun 1 . the act 
of breathing out, or pushing air out of the lungs 
O Expiration takes place when the chest mus¬ 
cles relax and the lungs become smaller. Op¬ 
posite inspiration 2. death 3. dying 
expiratory /ek'spirot(o)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the process of breathing out 
expire /ik'spaio/ verb 1. to breathe out 2. to 
die 

explant /eks'plaint/ noun tissue taken from a 
body and grown in a culture in a laboratory ■ 
verb 1. to take tissue from a body and grow it 
in a culture in a laboratory 2. to remove an im¬ 
plant 

explantation /,ekspla:n'teij(3)n/ noun 1. 
the act of taking tissue from a body and grow¬ 
ing it in a culture in a laboratory 2. the removal 
of an implant 

exploration /.eksplo'reiJXojn/ noun a proce¬ 
dure or surgical operation where the aim is to 
discover the cause of symptoms or the nature 
and extent of an illness 

exploratory /ik'splDrot(o)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an exploration 

exploratory surgery /ik,splDrot(o)ri 
's3:d3ori/ noun a surgical operation in which 
the aim is to discover the cause of a person’s 
symptoms or the nature and extent of an illness 
explore /ik'splo:/ verb to examine a part of 
the body in order to make a diagnosis 
expose /ik'spouz/ verb 1 . to show something 
which was hidden O The operation exposed a 
generalised cancer. O The report exposed a 
lack of medical care on the part of some of the 
hospital staff. 2. to place something or some¬ 
one under the influence of something O He 
was exposed to the disease for two days. O She 
was exposed to a lethal dose of radiation. 
exposure /ik'spou 3 o/ noun 1 . the fact of be¬ 
ing exposed to something O his exposure to ra¬ 
diation 2. the fact of being damp, cold and with 


no protection from the weather O The survi¬ 
vors of the crash were all suffering from expo¬ 
sure after spending a night in the snow. 
express /ik'spres/ verb to squeeze liquid or 
air out of something, especially to squeeze out 
breast milk for a baby to feed on later 
expression /ik'spreJXojn/ noun 1 . the look 
on a person’s face which shows what he or she 
thinks and feels O His expression showed that 
he was annoyed. 2. the act of pushing some¬ 
thing out of the body O the expression of the 
fetus and placenta during childbirth 
exquisitely tender /ik.skwizitli 'tends/ 
adjective producing a sharp localised pain or 
tenderness when touched 
exsanguinate /ik'sseqgwineit/ verb to 
drain blood from the body 
exsanguination /ik.sasrjgwi'neiJXojn/ 
noun the removal of blood from the body 
exsufflation /.ekso'fleiJXojn/ noun an act of 
forcing breath out of the body 
extend /ik'stend/ verb to stretch out, or cause 
something to stretch out O The patient is una¬ 
ble to extend his arms fully. 
extension /ik'stenjsn/ noun 1 . the stretch¬ 
ing or straightening out of a joint 2. the stretch¬ 
ing of a joint by traction 
extensor /ik'stenss/, extensor muscle /ik 
'stenso ,mAs(s)l/ noun a muscle which makes 
a joint become straight. Compare flexor 
exterior /ik'stisris/ noun the outside of 
something 

exteriorisation /ik.stioriorai'zeiJXojn/, ex¬ 
teriorization noun a surgical operation to bring 
an internal organ to the outside surface of the 
body 

externa /ik'st3:no/ * otitis externa 

external /ik'st3in(s)l/ adjective on the out¬ 
side, especially outside the surface of the body. 
Opposite internal □ the lotion is for external 
use only it should only be used on the outside 
of the body 

external auditory canal /ik,st3:n(o)l 
'o:dit(o)ri ko.nsel/, external auditory meatus 

/ik,st3:n(o)l ,o:dit(o)ri mi'eitos/ noun a tube 
in the skull leading from the outer ear to the 
eardrum. See illustration at EARin Supplement 
external cardiac massage /ik,st3:n(o)l 
,ka:dicek 'massa^/ noun a method of making 
someone’s heart start beating again by rhyth¬ 
mic pressing on the breastbone 
external ear /ik,st3:n(o)l 'io/ noun same as 
outer ear 

external haemorrhoids /ik,st3:n(o)l 
'hemoroidz/ plural noun haemorrhoids in the 
skin just outside the anus 
external iliac artery /ik,st3in(o)l 'iliaek 
,a:tori/ noun an artery which branches from 
the aorta in the abdomen and leads to the leg 
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external jugular /ik,st3:n(a)l 'dsAgjub/ 
noun the main jugular vein in the neck, leading 
from the temporal vein 

externally /ik'st3:n(9)li/ adverb on the out¬ 
side of the body O The ointment should only be 
used externally. 

external nares plural noun same as anterior 
nares 

external oblique /ik,st3:n(o)l o'bliik/ noun 
an outer muscle covering the abdomen 
external otitis /ik,st3:n(o)l o'taitis/ noun 

same as otitis externa 

external respiration /ik,st3:n(o)l ,respi 
'reiJ(o)n/ noun the part of respiration con¬ 
cerned with oxygen in the air being exchanged 
in the lungs for carbon dioxide from the blood 
exteroceptor /ekstorou'septo/ noun a sen¬ 
sory nerve which is affected by stimuli from 
outside the body, e.g. in the eye or ear 
extinction /ik'stirjkjon/ noun 1. the destruc¬ 
tion or stopping of something 2. the lessening 
or stopping of a conditioned behavioural re¬ 
sponse through lack of reinforcement 
extirpate /'ekstsi.peit/ verb to remove 
something by surgery 

extirpation /ekst3:'peij(9)n/ noun the total 
removal of a structure, an organ or growth by 
surgery 

extra- /ekstro/ prefix outside 
extracapsular /.ekstro'kaspsjulo/ adjective 
outside a capsule 

extracapsular fracture /.ekstro.kaepsjub 
'frsektjo/ noun a fracture of the upper part of 
the femur, which does not involve the capsule 
round the hip joint 

extracellular /.ekstro'seljulo/ adjective out¬ 
side cells 

extracellular fluid /.ekstroseljulo 'flund/ 
noun a fluid which surrounds cells 
extract noun /'ekstraskt/ a preparation made 
by removing water or alcohol from a sub¬ 
stance, leaving only the essence □ liver ex¬ 
tract concentrated essence of liver ■ verb /ik 
'straskt/ to take out something O Adrenaline 
extracted from the animal’s adrenal glands is 
used in the treatment of asthma. 

‘_all the staff are RGNs, partly because they do ve¬ 

nesection, partly because they work in plasmapher¬ 
esis units which extract plasma and return red blood 
cells to the donor’ [Nursing Times] 

extraction /ik'straskjon/ noun 1. the remov¬ 
al of part of the body, especially a tooth 2. in 
obstetrics, delivery, usually a breech presenta¬ 
tion, which needs medical assistance 
extradural /.ekstro'djuorol/ adjective same 
as epidural 

extradural haematoma /.ekstro.djuorol 
hiimo'toumo/ noun a blood clot which forms 
in the head outside the dura mater, caused by a 
blow 

extradural haemorrhage /.ekstro.djuorol 
'hem(9)rid3/ noun a serious condition where 


bleeding occurs between the dura mater and 
the skull 

extraembryonic /.ekstroembri'Dnik/ ad¬ 
jective referring to part of a fertilised ovum, 
such as the amnion, allantois and chorion 
which is not part of the embryo 
extraembryonic membranes /.ekstro 
embri.Dnik 'membreinz/ plural noun mem¬ 
branes which are not part of the embryo 
extrapleural /.ekstro'pluorol/ adjective out¬ 
side the pleural cavity 

extrapyramidal /,ekstr9pi'r£emid(3)l/ ad¬ 
jective outside the pyramidal tracts 
extrapyramidal system /.ekstropi 

,raemid(o)l 'sistom/ noun a motor system 
which carries motor nerves outside the pyram¬ 
idal system 

extrapyramidal tracts /.ekstropi 

,raemid(o)l 'trsekts/ plural noun same as ex¬ 
trapyramidal system 

extrasensory /.ekstro'sensori/ adjective in¬ 
volving perception by means other than the 
usual five senses 

extrasystole /.ekstro'sistoli/ noun same as 

ectopic heartbeat 

extrauterine /.ekstro'juitorain/ adjective 
occurring or developing outside the uterus 
extrauterine pregnancy /.ekstrojuitorain 
'pregnonsi/ noun same as ectopic pregnancy 
extravasation /ek.strasvo'seiJXojn/ noun a 
situation where a bodily fluid, such as blood or 
secretions, escapes into tissue 
extraversion /.ekstro'vsiJXojn/ noun same 
as extroversion 

extravert /'ekstrov3:t/ noun same as extro¬ 
vert 

extremities /ik'stremotiz/ plural noun the 
parts of the body at the ends of limbs, e.g. the 
fingers, toes, nose and ears 
extremity /ik'stremiti/ noun 1. a limb 2. the 
part of a limb farthest away from the body, es¬ 
pecially the hand or foot 3. a situation or state 
of great distress or danger 4. the greatest inten¬ 
sity of something 

extrinsic /eks'trinsik/ adjective external, 
originating outside a structure 
extrinsic allergic alveolitis /eks.trinsik o 
,l3:d3ik .aslvio'laitis/ noun a condition in 
which the lungs are allergic to fungus and oth¬ 
er allergens 

extrinsic factor /eks.trinsik 'faskto/ noun a 
former term for vitamin B 12 , which is neces¬ 
sary for the production of red blood cells 
extrinsic ligament /eks.trinsik 'ligomont/ 
noun a ligament between the bones in a joint 
which is separate from the joint capsule 
extrinsic muscle /eks.trinsik 'mAs(o)l/ 
noun a muscle which is some way away from 
the part of the body which it operates 
extroversion /ekstr9'v3:J(9)n/ noun 1. {in 
psychology) a condition in which a person is 
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interested in people and things other than 
themselves 2. a congenital turning of an organ 
inside out 

extrovert /'ekstrov3:t/ noun a person who is 
interested in people and things in the external 
world 

extroverted /'ekstrou.vsitid/ adjective 1 . (of 
a person) interested in people and things other 
than oneself 2. (of an organ) turned inside out 
extubation /,ekstju:'beiJ'(o)n/ noun the re¬ 
moval of a tube after intubation 
exudate /'eksjudeit/ noun fluid which is de¬ 
posited on the surface of tissue as the result of 
a condition or disease 

exudation /.eksju'deij^n/ noun the escape 
of material such as fluid or cells into tissue as 
a defence mechanism 

eye /ai/ noun the part of the body with which 
a person sees (note: For other terms referring to 
the eye, see ocular, optic and words beginning 
with oculo-, ophth-, ophthalm-, ophthalmo-.) 
eyeball /'aiboil/ noun the round ball of tissue 
through which light passes, located in the eye 
socket and controlled by various muscles 
comment: Light rays enter the eye through the 
cornea, pass through the pupil and are re¬ 
fracted through the aqueous humour onto the 
lens, which then focuses the rays through the 
vitreous humour onto the retina at the back of 
the eyeball. Impulses from the retina pass 
along the optic nerve to the brain, 
eye bank /'ai bserjk/ noun a place where parts 
of eyes given by donors can be kept for use in 
grafts 

eyebath /'aibaiO/ noun a small dish into 
which a solution can be put for bathing the eye 


eyetooth 

eyebrow /'aibrau/ noun an arch of skin with 

a line of hair above the eye 

eye drops /'ai drops/ plural noun medicine in 

liquid form which is put into the eye in small 

amounts 

eyeglasses /'ai.glaisiz/ plural noun US 
glasses or spectacles for correcting vision 
eyelash /'ailaeJV noun a small hair which 
grows out from the edge of the eyelid 
eyelid /'ailid/ noun a piece of skin which cov¬ 
ers the eye. Also called blepharon, palpebra 
(note: For other terms referring to the eyelids, 
see words beginning with blephar-, blepharo-.) 
eye ointment /'ai .ointmont/ noun an oint¬ 
ment in a special tube to be used in eye treat¬ 
ment 

eyesight /'aisait/ noun the ability to see O 
He has got very good eyesight. O Failing eye¬ 
sight is common in elderly people. 
eye socket /'ai ,sokit/ noun same as orbit 
eye specialist /'ai .spejolist/ noun same as 
ophthalmologist 

eyestrain /'aistrein/ noun tiredness in the 
muscles of the eye with a headache, which 
may be caused by an activity such as reading 
in bad light or working on a computer screen. 
Also called asthenopia 
eye surgeon /'ai ,s3:d3(o)n/ noun a surgeon 
who specialises in operations on eyes 
eye test / 'ai test/ noun an examination of the 
inside of an eye to see if it is working correctly, 
and if the person needs glasses 
eyetooth /'aitu:0/ noun a canine tooth, one of 
two pairs of pointed teeth next to the incisors 
(note: The plural is eyeteeth.) 
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F abbr Fahrenheit 

face /feis/ noun the front part of the head, 
where the eyes, nose and mouth are placed ■ 
verb to have your face towards or to look to¬ 
wards something O Please face the screen. 
face delivery /'feis di,liv(3)ri/ noun a birth 
where the baby’s face appears first 
face lift /'feis lift/, face-lifting operation / 
'feis .liftig Dp9,reiJ(9)n/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to remove wrinkles on the face and 
neck 

face mask /'feis maisk/ noun 1 . a rubber 
mask that fits over the nose and mouth and is 
used to administer an anaesthetic 2. a piece of 
gauze which fits over the mouth and nose to 
prevent droplet infection 
face presentation /'feis prez(9)n,teij(9)n/ 
noun a position of a baby in the uterus where 
the face will appear first at birth 
facet /'faesit/ noun a flat surface on a bone 
facet syndrome /'faesit .sindroum/ noun a 
condition in which a joint in the vertebrae be¬ 
comes dislocated 

facial /'feij\9)l/ adjective relating to, or ap¬ 
pearing on, the face O The psychiatrist exam¬ 
ined the patient's facial expression. 
facial artery /'feiJ(o)l ,a:t9ri/ noun an artery 
which branches off the external carotid into the 
face and mouth 

facial bone /'feiJ(o)l boon/ noun one of the 
fourteen bones which form the face 
comment: The bones which make up the face 
are: two maxillae forming the upper jaw; two 
nasal bones forming the top part of the nose; 
two lacrimal bones on the inside of the orbit 
near the nose; two zygomatic or malar bones 
forming the sides of the cheeks; two palatine 
bones forming the back part of the top of the 
mouth; two nasal conchae or turbinate bones 
which form the sides of the nasal cavity; the 
mandible or lower jaw; and the vomer in the 
centre of the nasal septum. 

facial nerve /'feiJ(o)l n3iv/ noun the seventh 
cranial nerve, which governs the muscles of 
the face, the taste buds on the front of the 
tongue and the salivary and lacrimal glands 


facial paralysis /,feiJ(o)l po'raslosis/ noun 

same as Bell’s palsy 

facial vein /'feij\9)l vein/ noun a vein which 
drains down the side of the face into the inter¬ 
nal jugular vein 

-facient /feijont/ suffix making or causing O 
abortifacient 

facies /'feijiiiz/ noun someone’s facial ap¬ 
pearance, used as a guide to diagnosis 
facilitation /fo.sili'teiJXojn/ noun an act 
where several slight stimuli help a neurone to 
be activated 

facilities /fo'silitiz/ plural noun something 
such as equipment, accommodation, treatment 
or help that is provided for people who need 
them O the provision of aftercare facilities 
factor /'faskto/ noun 1 . something which has 
an influence or which makes something else 
take place 2. a substance, variously numbered, 
e.g. Factor I, Factor II, in the plasma, which 
makes the blood coagulate when a blood ves¬ 
sel is injured 

Factor II ^faskto 'tui/ same as prothrombin 

Factor IX /.faskto 'nain/ noun a protein in 
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood 
and is lacking in people with haemophilia B. 
Also called Christmas factor 
Factor VIII /.faektor 'eit/ noun a protein in 
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood 
and is lacking in people with haemophilia A 
Factor XI /.fasktor i'lev(o)n/ noun a protein 
in plasma which promotes the clotting of 
blood and is lacking in people with haemophil¬ 
ia C 

Factor XII /.faskto 'twelv/ noun a protein in 
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood 
and is lacking in some people with haemophil¬ 
ia. Also called Hageman factor 
faculty /'f£ek(o)lti/ noun the ability to do 
something 

fade away /feid o'wei/ verb to be in the proc¬ 
ess of dying ( informal) 

faecal /'fi:k(o)l/ adjective referring to faeces 
faecal impaction /,fi:kl(o)l im'pgekjon/ 
noun a condition in which a hardened mass of 
faeces stays in the rectum 
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family therapy 


faecal incontinence /,fi:k(3)l m'knntmons/ 
noun an inability to control the bowel move¬ 
ments 

faecalith /'fiiksliB/ noun same as coprolith 
faecal matter /'fi:k(3)l ,maet3/ noun solid 
waste matter from the bowels 
faeces /'fiisiiz/ plural noun solid waste matter 
passed from the bowels through the anus. Also 
called stools, bowel movement (note: For oth¬ 
er terms referring to faeces, see words begin¬ 
ning with stereo-.) 

Fahrenheit /'faersnhait/, Fahrenheit scale / 

'ftersnhait skeil/ noun a scale of tempera¬ 
tures where the freezing and boiling points of 
water are 32° and 212° under standard atmos¬ 
pheric pressure (note: Used in the US, but less 
common in the UK. Usually written as an F after 
the degree sign: 32°F (say: 'thirty-two degrees 
Fahrenheit’).) 

COMMENT: To convert degrees Fahrenheit into 
degrees Celsius, subtract 32 and divide the 
remainder by 1.8. 

fail /feil/ verb 1 . not to be successful in doing 
something O The doctor failed to see the symp¬ 
toms. O She has failed her pharmacy exams. O 
He failed his medical and was rejected by the 
police force. 2. to become weaker and less 
likely to recover 

failing /'feilig/ adjective weakening, or be¬ 
coming closer to death 

failure to thrive /.feiljo to 'Graiv/ noun 

same as marasmus 

faint /feint/ verb to stop being conscious for a 
short time and, usually, fall down ■ noun a loss 
of consciousness for a short period, caused by 
a temporary reduction in the blood flow to the 
brain 

fainting fit /'feintip fit/, fainting spell / 

'feintig spel/ noun same as syncope O She 
often had fainting fits when she was dieting. 
Fairbanks’ splint /'feobasgks splint/ noun 
a special splint used for correcting Erb’s palsy 
faith healing /'fei0 .hiilir)/ noun the treat¬ 
ment of pain or illness by a person who prays 
and may also lay his or her hands on the patient 
falciform /'fselsifoim/ adjective in the shape 
of a sickle 

falciform ligament /.faslsifoim Tigomont/ 
noun a piece of tissue which separates the two 
lobes of the liver and attaches it to the dia¬ 
phragm 

fall /foil/ verb □ to fall pregnant, to fall for a 
baby to become pregnant 
fall asleep /.foil o'sliip/ verb to go to sleep 
fallen arches /.foilon 'aitJTz/ plural noun a 
condition in which the arches in the sole of the 
foot are not high 

fall ill /.foil 'll/ verb to get ill or to start to have 
an illness O He fell ill while on holiday and 
had to be flown home. 

Fallopian tube /fo'bupbn tjuib/ noun one 
of two tubes which connect the ovaries to the 


uterus. See illustration at urogenital system 
(female) in Supplement. Also called oviduct, 
salpinx (note: For other terms referring to Fal¬ 
lopian tubes, see words beginning with salping- 
, salpingo-.) [Described 1561. After Gabriele 
Fallopio (1523-63), Italian man of medicine. He 
was Professor of Surgery and Anatomy at Pad¬ 
ua, where he was also Professor of Botany.] 
comment: Once a month, ova (unfertilised 
eggs) leave the ovaries and move down the 
Fallopian tubes to the uterus. At the point 
where the Fallopian tubes join the uterus an 
ovum may be fertilised by a sperm cell. Some¬ 
times fertilisation and development of the em¬ 
bryo take place in the Fallopian tube itself. 
This is called an ectopic pregnancy, and can 
be life-threatening if not detected early. 
Fallot’s tetralogy /.faebuz te'traebdgi/ 
noun same as tetralogy of Fallot [Described 
1888. After Etienne-Louis Arthur Fallot (1850- 
1911), Professor of Hygiene and Legal Medicine 
at Marseilles, France.] 
false /foils/ adjective not true or not real 
false pains /.foils 'peinz/ plural noun pains 
which appear to be labour pains but are not 
false pregnancy /.foils 'pregnonsi/ noun a 
condition in which a woman believes wrongly 
that she is pregnant and displays symptoms 
and signs of pregnancy 
false rib /.foils 'ribz/ noun one of the bottom 
five ribs on each side which are not directly at¬ 
tached to the breastbone 
false teeth /.foils 'tii0/ plural noun dentures, 
artificial teeth made of plastic, which fit in the 
mouth and take the place of teeth which have 
been extracted 

false vocal cords /.foils 'vouk(o)l .koidz/ 

plural noun same as vestibular folds 

falx /faelks/, falx cerebri /.faelks 'serobri/ 

noun a fold of the dura mater between the two 

hemispheres of the cerebrum 

familial /fo'miliol/ adjective referring to a 

family 

familial adenomatous polyposis /fo.mi 
liol £edo,nomotos pDli'pousis/ noun a hered¬ 
itary disorder where polyps develop in the 
small intestine. Abbr FAP 
familial disorder /fo.miliol dis'oido/ noun a 
hereditary disorder which affects several 
members of the same family 
family /'fcem(o)li/ noun a group of people 
who are related to each other, especially moth¬ 
er, father and children 

family doctor /,f 2 em(o)li 'dDkto/ noun a 
general practitioner 

family planning /,f£em(o)li 'plcemr)/ noun 
the use of contraception to control the number 
of children in a family 

family planning clinic /,faem(o)li 'plasnir) 
.klinik/ noun a clinic which gives advice on 
contraception 

family therapy /,faem(o)li '0eropi/ noun a 
type of psychotherapy where members of the 
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family of a person with a disorder meet a ther¬ 
apist to discuss the condition and try to come 
to terms with it 

famotidine /fo'mDtidiln/ noun a histamine 
which reduces the secretion of gastric acid and 
is used to treat ulcers 

Fanconi syndrome /fsen'kouni .sindroum/ 
noun a kidney disorder where amino acids are 
present in the urine [Described 1927. After Gui¬ 
do Fanconi (b.1892), Professor of Paediatrics at 
the University of Zurich, Switzerland.] 
fantasise /'feentosaiz/, fantasize verb to im¬ 
agine that things have happened 
fantasy /'faentosi/ noun a series of imaginary 
events which someone believes really took 
place 

FAP abbr familial adenomatous polyposis 
farcy /'fa:si/ noun a form of glanders which 
affects the lymph nodes 
farinaceous /.fceri'neijos/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to flour, or containing starch 
farmer’s lung /,faimoz 'Iaij/ noun a type of 
asthma caused by an allergy to rotting hay 
FAS abbr fetal alcohol syndrome 
fascia /'feijo/ noun fibrous tissue covering a 
muscle or an organ (note: The plural is fasci¬ 
ae.) 

fascia lata /.feijo 'lasts/ noun a wide sheet of 
tissue covering the thigh muscles 
fasciculation /fo l sikju l leiJ'(o)n/ noun small 
muscle movements which appear as trembling 
skin 

fasciculus /fs’sikjulss/ noun a bundle of 
nerve fibres (note: The plural is fasciculi.) 
fasciitis /.faeji’aitis/ noun an inflammation 
of the connective tissue between muscles or 
around organs 

fascioliasis /fs.sis'laissis/ noun a disease 
caused by parasitic liver flukes 
Fasciolopsis /.fassisu'lopsis/ noun a type 
of liver fluke, often found in the Far East, 
which is transmitted to humans through con¬ 
taminated waterplants 

fast /faist/ noun a period of going without 
food, e.g. to lose weight or for religious rea¬ 
sons ■ verb to go without food O The patient 
should fast from midnight of the night before 
an operation. 

fastigium /fas'stid3ism/ noun the highest 
temperature during a bout of fever 
fat /feet/ adjective big and round in the body O 
You ought to eat less - you ’re getting too fat. 
(note: fatter - fattest) ■ noun 1 . a white oily 
substance in the body, which stores energy and 
protects the body against cold 2. a type of food 
which supplies protein and Vitamins A and D, 
especially that part of meat which is white, and 
solid substances like lard or butter produced 
from animals and used for cooking, or liquid 
substances like oil O If you don’t like the fat on 
the meat, cut it off. O Fry the eggs in some fat. 


(note: Fat has no plural when it means the sub¬ 
stance; the plural fats is used to mean different 
types of fat. For other terms referring to fats, see 
also lipid and words beginning with steato-.) 
comment: Fat is a necessary part of the diet 
because of the vitamins and energy-giving 
calories which it contains. Fat in the diet 
comes from either animal fats or vegetable 
fats. Animal fats such as butter, fat meat or 
cream, are saturated fatty acids. It is believed 
that the intake of unsaturated and polyunsat¬ 
urated fats, mainly vegetable fats and oils, 
and fish oil, in the diet, rather than animal fats, 
helps keep down the level of cholesterol in the 
blood and so lessens the risk of atherosclero¬ 
sis. A low-fat diet does not always help to re¬ 
duce body weight. 

fatal /'feit(s)l/ adjective causing or resulting 
in death O He had a fatal accident. O Cases of 
bee stings are rarely fatal. 
fatality /fs' taeliti/ noun a death as the result of 
something other than natural causes O There 
were three fatalities during the flooding. 
fatally /'feit(s)li/ adverb in a way which caus¬ 
es death O His heart was fatally weakened by 
the lung disease. 

father /'faids/ noun a biological or adoptive 
male parent 

fatigue /fs'tiig/ noun very great tiredness ■ 
verb to tire someone out O He was fatigued by 
the hard work. 

fatigue fracture /fs'tiig .frasktjs/ noun } 

stress fracture 

fat-soluble /.fast 'sDljijb(s)l/ adjective able 
to dissolve in fat O Vitamin D is fat-soluble. 
fatty /' faeti/ adjective containing fat 
fatty acid /.fasti 'assid/ noun an organic acid 
belonging to a group that occurs naturally as 
fats, oils and waxes. i> essential fatty acid 
fatty degeneration /.fasti di^enskeiJO)^ 
noun same as adipose degeneration 
fauces /'fo:si:z/ noun an opening between 
the tonsils at the back of the throat, leading to 
the pharynx 

favism /'feiviz(s)m/ noun a type of inherited 
anaemia caused by an allergy to beans 
favus /'feivss/ noun a highly contagious type 
of ringworm caused by a fungus which attacks 
the scalp 

FDA abbr US Food and Drug Administration 
fear /fis/ noun a state where a person is afraid 
of something O fear of flying 
febricula /fe'brikjuls/ noun a low fever 
febrifuge /'febrifju:d3/ noun a drug which 
prevents or lowers a fever, e.g. aspirin ■ adjec¬ 
tive preventing or lowering fever 
febrile /'fiibrail/ adjective referring to a fever, 
or caused by a fever 

febrile convulsion /.fiibrail ksn'vAlJ(s)n/ 
noun a convulsion in a child, lasting a short 
time, associated with a fever 
febrile disease /'fiibrail di.ziiz/ noun a dis¬ 
ease which is accompanied by fever 



143 


fermentation 


fecal /'fi:k(o)l/ adjective US same as faecal 
fecundation /.fekon'deiJXajn/ noun the act 
of bringing male and female reproductive mat¬ 
ter together. Also called fertilisation 
feeble /'fi:b(o)l/ adjective very weak 
feed /fi:d/ verb to give food to someone O He 
has to be fed with a spoon. O The baby has 
reached the stage when she can feed herself 
(note: feeding - fed) 

feed back /.fi:d 'bask/ verb to give informa¬ 
tion or comments on something that has been 
done O The patients’ responses were fed back 
to the students. 

feedback /'fiidbask/ noun 1 . information or 
comments about something which has been 
done O The initial feedback from patients on 
the new service was encouraging. 2. the link¬ 
ing of the result of an action back to the action 
itself 

feeding /'fiidip/ noun the action of giving 
someone something to eat. C> breast feeding, 
bottle feeding, intravenous feeding 
feeding cup /'fiidir) kAp/ noun a special cup 
with a spout, used for feeding people who can¬ 
not feed themselves 

feel /fill/ verb 1 . to touch someone or some¬ 
thing, usually with your fingers O The midwife 
felt the abdomen gently. □ to feel someone’s 
pulse to establish someone’s pulse rate, usual¬ 
ly by holding the inner wrist 2. to give a sensa¬ 
tion O My skin feels hot and itchy. 3. to have a 
sensation O When she got the results of her 
test, she felt relieved. O He felt ill after eating 
the fish. 4. to believe or think something O The 
doctor feels the patient is well enough to be 
moved out of intensive care, (note: feeling - 
felt) 

feeling /'fillip/ noun 1 . a sensation O a prick¬ 
ling feeling 2. an emotional state or attitude to 
something 

Fehling’s solution /'feiligz so,lu:J(o)n/ 
noun a solution used in Fehling’s test to detect 
sugar in urine [Described 1848. After Hermann 
Christian von Fehling (1812-85), Professor of 
Chemistry at Stuttgart, Germany.] 

Fehling’s test /'feiligz test/ noun a test for 
the presence of aldehydes and sugars in a bio¬ 
logical sample by means of Fehling’s solution 
felon /'felon/ noun same as whitlow 
Felty’s syndrome /'feltiiz .sindroum/ 
noun a condition, associated with rheumatoid 
arthritis, in which the spleen is enlarged and 
the number of white blood cells increases [De¬ 
scribed 1924. After Augustus Roi Felty (1895- 
1963), physician at Hartford Hospital, Connecti¬ 
cut, USA.] 

female condom /,filmed 'kDndom/ noun a 
rubber sheath inserted into the vagina before 
intercourse, covering the walls of the vagina 
and the cervix 


female sex hormone /,filmed 'seks 
.hoimoun/ noun same as oestrogen 
feminisation /.feminai'zeiJXojn/, feminiza¬ 
tion noun the development of female charac¬ 
teristics in a male 
femora /'femora/ plural of femur 
femoral /'femoral/ adjective referring to the 
femur or to the thigh 

femoral artery /.femoral 'aitori/ noun a 
continuation of the external iliac artery, which 
runs down the front of the thigh and then 
crosses to the back of the thigh 
femoral canal /.femoral ko'nad/ noun the 
inner tube of the sheath surrounding the femo¬ 
ral artery and vein 

femoral head /.femoral 'hed/ noun the head 
of the femur, the rounded projecting end part 
of the thigh bone which joins the acetabulum 
at the hip 

femoral hernia /.femoral 'h3:nio/ noun a 
hernia of the bowel at the top of the thigh 
femoral neck /.femoral 'nek/ noun the nar¬ 
row part between the head and the diaphysis of 
the femur. Also called neck of the femur 
femoral nerve /'femoral n3iv/ noun a nerve 
which governs the muscle at the front of the 
thigh 

femoral pulse /.femoral 'pAls/ noun a pulse 
taken in the groin 

femoral triangle /.femoral 'traiasggol/ 
noun a slight hollow in the groin which con¬ 
tains the femoral vessels and nerve. Also 
called Scarpa’s triangle 
femoral vein /'femoral vein/ noun a vein 
running up the upper leg, a continuation of the 
popliteal vein 

femoris /'femoris/ noun t rectus femoris 

femur /'fiimo/ noun the bone in the top part of 
the leg which joins the acetabulum at the hip 
and the tibia at the knee. Also called thigh¬ 
bone. See illustration at pelvis in Supplement 
(note: The plural is femora.) 

-fen /fen/ suffix used in names of non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs O ibuprofen 
fenestra /fo'nestro/ noun a small opening in 
the ear 

fenestra ovalis /fo.nestro ou'vadis/ noun 
same as oval window 

fenestra rotunda /fo.nestro rou'tAndo/ 
noun same as round window 

fenestration /,feno'streiJ(o)n/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to relieve deafness by making a 
small opening in the inner ear 
fenoprofen /.fenou'proufen/ noun a non¬ 
steroidal, anti-inflammatory drug that is used 
to manage the pain of arthritis 
fentanyl /'fentoml/ noun a narcotic drug that 
is a powerful painkiller 
fermentation /,f3imen'teiJ(o)n/ noun a 
process where carbohydrates are broken down 
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by enzymes from yeast and produce alcohol. 
Also called zymosis 

ferric /'ferik/ adjective containing iron with a 
valency of three 

ferritin /'feritin/ noun a protein found in the 
liver that binds reversibly to iron and stores it 
for later use in making haemoglobin in red 
blood cells 

ferrous /'feros/ adjective containing iron with 
a valency of two 

ferrous sulphate /.feros 'sAlfeit/ noun a 
white or pale green iron salt that is used in the 
treatment of iron-deficient anaemia 
ferrule /'feruil/ noun a metal or rubber cap or 
ring that strengthens and protects the lower 
end of a crutch or walking stick ■ verb to fit a 
ferrule onto a crutch or walking stick 
fertile /'f3:tail/ adjective able to produce chil¬ 
dren. Opposite sterile 

fertilisation /,f3:tilai'zeiJ(o)n/, fertilization 

noun the joining of an ovum and a sperm to 
form a zygote and so start the development of 
an embryo 

fertilise /'f3:tolaiz/, fertilize verb {of a sperm) 
to join with an ovum 

fertility /f3i'tiliti/ noun the fact of being fer¬ 
tile. Opposite sterility 

fertility drug /f3:'tiliti drAg/ noun a drug 
that stimulates ovulation, given to women un¬ 
dergoing in vitro fertilisation 
fertility rate /f3i'tiliti reit/ noun the number 
of births per year calculated per 1000 females 
aged between 15 and 44 
FESS abbr functional endoscopic sinus sur¬ 
gery 

fester /'festo/ verb {of an infected wound) to 
become inflamed and produce pus O His legs 
were covered with festering sores. 
festination /,festi'neiJ(o)n/ noun a way of 
walking in which a person takes short steps, 
seen in people who have Parkinson’s disease 
fetal /'fi:t(o)l/ adjective referring to a fetus 
fetal alcohol syndrome /,fi:t(o)l 'aelkohDl 
.sindroum/ noun damage caused to the fetus 
by alcohol in the blood of the mother, which 
affects the growth of the embryo, including its 
facial and brain development. Abbr FAS 
fetal distress /,fi:t(o)l di'stres/ noun a con¬ 
dition, e.g. a heart or respiratory problem, in 
which a fetus may not survive if the condition 
is not monitored and corrected 
fetal dystocia /,fi:t(o)l dis'tousio/ noun a 
difficult childbirth caused by a malformation 
or malpresentation of the fetus 
fetal heart /,fi:t(o)l 'ha:t/ noun the heart of 
the fetus 

fetalis /fi:'tailis/ » erythroblastosis fetalis 

fetal monitor /,fi:t(o)l 'monito/ noun an 
electronic device which monitors the fetus in 
the uterus 


fetal position /'fi:t(o)l po,ziJ\o)n/ noun a 
position where a person lies curled up on his or 
her side, like a fetus in the uterus 
fetishism /'fetijiz(3)m/, fetichism noun a 
psychological disorder in which someone gets 
sexual satisfaction from touching objects 
fetishist /'fetijist/, fetichist noun a person 
who has fetishism 
feto- /fiitou/ prefix fetus 
fetoprotein /,fi:tou'prouti:n/ noun t alpha- 
fetoprotein 

fetor /'fiito/ noun a bad smell 
fetoscope /'fiitoskoup/ noun a stethoscope 
used in fetoscopy 

fetoscopy /fi'tDskopi/ noun an examination 
of a fetus inside the uterus, taking blood sam¬ 
ples to diagnose blood disorders 
fetus /'fiitos/ noun an unborn baby from two 
months after conception until birth, before 
which it is called an embryo 
FEV abbr forced expiratory volume 
fever /'fi:vo/ noun 1 . a rise in body tempera¬ 
ture O She is running a slight fever. O You must 
stay in bed until the fever has gone down. 2. a 
condition when the temperature of the body is 
higher than usual ► also called pyrexia 
comment: Average oral body temperature is 
about 98.6 °F or 37°C and rectal temperature 
is about 99 °F or 37.2 °C. A fever often makes 
the patient feel cold, and is accompanied by 
pains in the joints. Most fevers are caused by 
infections. Infections which result in fever in¬ 
clude cat-scratch fever, dengue, malaria, 
meningitis, psittacosis, Q fever, rheumatic fe¬ 
ver, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, scarlet fe¬ 
ver, septicaemia, typhoid fever, typhus and 
yellow fever. 

fever blister /'fi:vo ,blisto/ noun same as fe¬ 
ver sore 

feverfew /'fiivofju:/ noun a herb, formerly 
used to reduce fevers, but now used to relieve 
migraine 

feverish /'fiivoriJV adjective with a fever O 

He felt feverish and took an aspirin. O She is 

in bed with a feverish chill. 

fever sore /'fi:vo so:/ noun a cold sore or 

burning sore, usually on the lips 

fiber /'faibo / noun US same as fibre 

fibr- /faibr/ prefix referring to fibres, fibrous 

{used before vowels) 

-fibrate /faibreit/ suffix used in names of lip- 
id-lowering drugs 

fibre /'faibo/ noun 1 . a structure in the body 
shaped like a thread 2. same as dietary fibre 
fibre optics /.faibor 'Dptiks/, fibreoptics 
noun the use of thin fibres which conduct light 
and images to examine internal organs 
fibrescope /'faiboskoup/ noun a device 
made of bundles of optical fibres which is 
passed into the body, used for examining inter¬ 
nal organs 

fibril /'faibril/ noun a very small fibre 
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fibrillate /'faibrileit/ verb to undergo rapid 
irregular uncontrolled contractions, or make 
the heart or muscles undergo this type of con¬ 
traction 

fibrillating /'faibrileitirj/ adjective with flut¬ 
tering of a muscle O They applied a defibrilla¬ 
tor to correct a fibrillating heartbeat. 
fibrillation /.faibri'leiJXojn/ noun the flutter¬ 
ing of a muscle 

‘Cardiovascular effects may include atrial arrhyth¬ 
mias but at 30°C there is the possibility of spontane¬ 
ous ventricular fibrillation’ [British Journal of 
Nursing ] 

fibrin /'fibrin/ noun a protein produced by fi¬ 
brinogen, which helps make blood coagulate 
comment: Removal of fibrin from a blood 
sample is called defibrination, 
fibrin foam /'fibrin foum/ noun a white ma¬ 
terial made artificially from fibrinogen, used 
to prevent bleeding 

fibrinogen /fi'brinod 3 on/ noun a substance 
in blood plasma which produces fibrin when 
activated by thrombin 

fibrinolysin /.fibri'nolosin/ noun an enzyme 
which digests fibrin. Also called plasmin 
fibrinolysis /.fibri'nolosis/ noun the remov¬ 
al of blood clots from the system by the action 
of fibrinolysin on fibrin. Also called thrombol¬ 
ysis 

fibrinolytic /.fibrino'litik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to fibrinolysis O fibrinolytic drugs Also 

called thrombolytic 

fibro- /faibrou/ prefix referring to fibres 
fibroadenoma ^faibrou.asdi'noumo/ noun 
a benign tumour formed of fibrous and glandu¬ 
lar tissue 

fibroblast /'faibroubkest/ noun a long flat 
cell found in connective tissue, which devel¬ 
ops into collagen 

fibrocartilage /,faibrou'ka:tolid 3 / noun 
cartilage and fibrous tissue combined 
comment: Fibrocartilage is found in the discs 
of the spine. It is elastic like cartilage and pli¬ 
able like fibre. 

fibrochondritis /.faibroukon'draitis/ noun 
inflammation of the fibrocartilage 
fibrocyst /'faibrousist/ noun a benign tu¬ 
mour of fibrous tissue 

fibrocystic /.faibrou'sistik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a fibrocyst 

fibrocystic disease /.faibrou'sistik di 
,zi:z/, fibrocystic disease of the pancreas / 

,faibrou,sistik di.ziiz ov do 'paepkrios/ 
noun same as cystic fibrosis 
fibrocyte /'faibrousait/ noun a cell which 
derives from a fibroblast and is found in con¬ 
nective tissue 

fibroelastosis /.faibrou.iilas'stousis/ noun 
a deformed growth of the elastic fibres, espe¬ 
cially in the ventricles of the heart 
fibroid /'faibroid/ adjective like fibre ■ noun 
same as fibroid tumour 


fibroid degeneration /.faibroid di^eno 
'reiJ(o)n/ noun the change of healthy tissue to 
fibrous tissue, e.g. as in cirrhosis of the liver 
fibroid tumour /.faibroid 'tjuimo/ noun a 
benign tumour in the muscle fibres of the uter¬ 
us. Also called uterine fibroid, fibromyoma 
fibroma /fai'broumo/ noun a small benign 
tumour formed in connective tissue 
fibromuscular /.faibrou'mAskjulo/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to fibrous tissue and muscular tis¬ 
sue 

fibromyoma /.faibroumai'oumo/ noun 

same as fibroid tumour 

fibroplasia /.faibrou'pleizio/ noun t retro- 

lental fibroplasia 

fibrosa /fai'brouso/ > osteitis fibrosa cysti¬ 
ca 

fibrosarcoma /.faibrousai'koumo/ noun a 
malignant tumour of the connective tissue, 
most common in the legs 
fibrosis /fai'brousis/ noun the process of re¬ 
placing damaged tissue by scar tissue 
fibrositis /.faibro'saitis/ noun a painful in¬ 
flammation of the fibrous tissue which sur¬ 
rounds muscles and joints, especially the mus¬ 
cles of the back 

fibrous /'faibros/ adjective made of fibres, or 
like fibre 

fibrous capsule /.faibros 'ksepsjuil/ noun 
fibrous tissue surrounding a kidney. Also 
called renal capsule 

fibrous joint /'faibros d 30 int/ noun a joint 
where fibrous tissue holds two bones together 
so that they cannot move, as in the bones of the 
skull 

fibrous pericardium /.faibros ,peri 
'kaidiom/ noun the outer part of the pericar¬ 
dium which surrounds the heart, and is at¬ 
tached to the main blood vessels 
fibrous tissue /.faibros 'tijui/ noun strong 
white tissue which makes tendons and liga¬ 
ments and also scar tissue 
fibula /'fibjulo/ noun the thinner of the two 
bones in the lower leg between the knee and 
the ankle. Compare tibia (note: The plural is 
fibulae.) 

fibular /'fibjulo/ adjective referring to the fib¬ 
ula 

field /fiild/ noun an area of interest O He spe¬ 
cialises in the field of community medicine. O 
Don’t see that specialist with your breathing 
problems - his field is obstetrics. 
field Of vision /.fiild ov 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun same 
as visual field 

fight or flight reaction /.fait oi 'flait ri 
, 2 ekJon/ noun the theory that an organism 
which is faced with a threat reacts either by 
preparing to fight or to escape 
fil- /fil/ prefix referring to a thread 
filament /'filomont/ noun a long thin struc¬ 
ture like a thread 
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filamentous /.filo'mentos/ adjective like a 
thread 

Filaria /fi'leorio/ noun a thin parasitic worm 
which is found especially in the lymph system, 
and is passed to humans by mosquitoes (note: 
The plural is Filariae.) 
comment: Infestation with Filariae in the 
lymph system causes elephantiasis, 
filariasis /.filo'raiosis/ noun a tropical dis¬ 
ease caused by parasitic threadworms in the 
lymph system, transmitted by mosquito bites 
filiform /'filiform/ adjective shaped like a 
thread 

filiform papillae /.filifoim po'pili:/ plural 
noun papillae on the tongue which are shaped 
like threads, and have no taste buds 
filipuncture /'filipAqktJo/ noun the proce¬ 
dure of putting a wire into an aneurysm to 
cause blood clotting 

fill /fil/ verb □ to fill a tooth to put metal into 
a hole in a tooth after it has been drilled 
filling /'filig/ noun 1. a surgical operation car¬ 
ried out by a dentist to fill a hole in a tooth with 
amalgam 2. amalgam, metallic mixture put 
into a hole in a tooth by a dentist 
film /film/ noun a very thin layer of a sub¬ 
stance covering a surface 
filter /'filto/ noun a piece of paper or cloth 
through which a liquid is passed to remove any 
solid substances in it ■ verb to pass a liquid 
through a membrane, piece of paper or cloth to 
remove solid substances O Impurities are fil¬ 
tered from the blood by the kidneys. 
filtrate /'filtreit/ noun a substance which has 
passed through a filter 

filtration /fil'treiJ(o)n/ noun the action of 
passing a liquid through a filter 
filum /'failom/ noun a structure which is 
shaped like a thread 

filum terminate /.failom ,t3imTneili/ noun 
the thin end section of the pia mater in the spi¬ 
nal cord 

FIM abbr functional independence measure 
fimbria /'fimbria/ noun a fringe, especially 
the fringe of hair-like processes at the end of a 
Fallopian tube near the ovaries (note: The plu¬ 
ral is fimbriae.) 

final common pathway /,fain(o)l .kmnon 
'paiOwei/ noun linked neurones which take all 
impulses from the central nervous system to a 
muscle 

fine /fain/ adjective 1. healthy O He was ill 
last week, but he’s feeling fine now. 2. referring 
to something such as hair or thread which is 
very thin O There is a growth of fine hair on 
the back of her neck. O Fine sutures are used 
for delicate operations. 
finger /'firjga/ noun one of the five parts at the 
end of the hand, but usually not including the 
thumb (note: The names of the fingers are: lit¬ 


tle finger, third finger or ring finger, middle 
finger, forefinger or index finger.) 

comment: Each finger is formed of three fin¬ 
ger bones (the phalanges), but the thumb 
has only two. 

fingernail /'figgoneil/ noun a hard thin 
growth covering the end of a finger O ridged 
and damaged fingernails 
finger-nose test /.figgo 'nouz test/ noun a 
test of coordination, where the person is asked 
to close their eyes, stretch out their arm and 
then touch their nose with their index finger 
fingerprint /'figgoprint/ noun a mark left by 
a finger when something is touched. [) genetic 
fingerstall /'figgostoil/ noun a cover for an 
infected finger, attached to the hand with 
strings 

fireman’s lift /,faiomonz 'lift/ noun a way of 
carrying an injured person by putting their 
body over one shoulder 
firm /f3im/ noun a group of doctors and con¬ 
sultants in a hospital, especially one to which 
a trainee doctor is attached during clinical 
studies ( informal) 

first aid /.f3ist 'eid/ noun help given by a 
non-medical person to someone who is sud¬ 
denly ill or injured before full-scale medical 
treatment can be given O She gave him first aid 
in the street until the ambulance arrived. 
first-aider /,f3ist 'eido/ noun a person who 
gives first aid to someone who is suddenly ill 
or injured 

first-aid kit /,f3:st 'eid .kit/ noun a box with 
bandages and dressings kept ready to be used 
in an emergency 

first-aid post /,f3:st 'eid .poust/, first-aid 
station /,f3ist 'eid ,steiJ(o)n/ noun a place 
where injured people can be taken for immedi¬ 
ate care 

first-degree burn /,f3:st di.gri: 'b3in/ noun 
a former classification of the severity of a 
burn, where the skin turns red 

first-degree haemorrhoids /,f3ist di.gri: 
'hemoroidz/ plural noun haemorrhoids which 
remain in the rectum 

first-degree relative /,f3ist di.gri: 
'relotiv/ noun a relative with whom an indi¬ 
vidual shares 50% of their genes, e.g. a father, 
mother, sibling or child 
first-ever stroke /.f3ist ,evo 'strouk/ noun 
a stroke which someone has for the first time 
in his or her life 

first intention /f3ist in'tenjon/ noun the 
healing of a clean wound where the tissue 
forms again rapidly and no prominent scar is 
left 

first-level nurse /,f3ist ,lev(o)l 'n3is/, first- 
level Registered Nurse /.f3ist ,lev(o)l ,red 3 
istod 'n3is/ noun a nurse who has passed qual¬ 
ifying examinations, is registered as such with 
the Nursing and Midwifery Council and can 
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act in an independent decision-making role. 
Compare second-level nurse 
fissile /'fisail/ adjective able to split or be 
split 

fission /'fiJ(o)n/ noun the act of dividing into 
two or more parts 

fissure /'fijo/ noun a crack or groove in the 
skin, tissue or an organ □ horizontal and ob¬ 
lique fissures grooves between the lobes of 
the lungs. See illustration at lungs in Supple¬ 
ment 

fist /fist/ noun a hand which is tightly closed 
fistula /'fistjulo/ noun a passage or opening 
which has been made unusually between two 
organs, often near the rectum or anus 
fistula in ano /.fistjulo in 'asnou/ noun 
same as anal fistula 

fit /fit/ adjective strong and physically healthy 
O She exercises every day to keep fit. O The 
doctors decided the patient was not fit for sur¬ 
gery. (note: fitter - fittest) □ he isn’t fit 
enough to work he is still too ill to work ■ 
noun a sudden attack of a disorder, especially 
convulsions and epilepsy O She had a fit of 
coughing. O He had an epileptic fit. O The 
baby had a series of fits. ■ verb 1 . to attach an 
appliance correctly O The surgeons fitted the 
artificial hand to the patient's arm or fitted the 
patient with an artificial hand. 2. to provide a 
piece of equipment for someone to wear O She 
was fitted with temporary support. 3. to have 
convulsions O The patient has fitted twice. 
(note: fitting - fitted. Note also: you fit some¬ 
one with an appliance.) 

fitness /'fitnos/ noun the fact of being strong 
and healthy O Being in the football team de¬ 
mands a high level of physical fitness. O He 
had to pass a fitness test to join the police 
force. 

fixated /fik'seitid/ adjective referring to a 
person who has too close an attachment to an¬ 
other person, often to a parent 
fixation /fik'seiJ(o)n/ noun a psychological 
disorder where a person does not develop be¬ 
yond a particular stage 

fixative /'fiksotiv/ noun a chemical used in 
the preparation of samples on slides 
fixator /fik'seito/ noun a metal rod placed 
through a bone to keep a part of the body rigid 
fixed oil /,fikst 'oil/ noun 1. an oil which is 
liquid at 20° C 2. liquid fats, especially those 
used as food 

flab /flaeb/ noun soft fat flesh (informal) O 
He’s doing exercises to try to fight the flab. 
flabby /'flaebi/ adjective with soft flesh O She 
has got flabby from sitting at her desk all day. 
flaccid /'fleeksid, 'flaesid/ adjective soft or 
flabby 

flaccidity /flask'siditi, flas'siditi/ noun the 
state of being flaccid 


flagellate /'flasd33l9t/ noun a type of parasit¬ 
ic protozoan which uses whip-like hairs to 
swim, e.g. Leishmania 

flagellum /flo^elom/ noun a tiny growth on 
a microorganism, shaped like a whip (note: 
The plural is flagella.) 

Flagyl /'flasd 3 ail/ a trade name for metroni¬ 
dazole 

flail /fleil/ verb to thrash around with uncon¬ 
trollable or violent movements, particularly of 
the arms 

flail chest /'fleil tjest/ noun a condition in 
which the chest is not stable, because several 
ribs have been broken 

flake /fleik/ noun a thin piece of tissue O Dan¬ 
druff is formed offtakes of dead skin on the 
scalp. 

flake fracture /'fleik .frasktjo/ noun a frac¬ 
ture where thin pieces of bone come off 
flake off /.fleik 'Df/ verb to fall off as flakes 
flap /flasp/ noun a flat piece attached to some¬ 
thing, especially a piece of skin or tissue still 
attached to the body at one side and used in 
grafts 

flare /flea/ noun red colouring of the skin at an 
infected spot or in urticaria 
flashback /'flee/bask/ noun a repeated and 
very vivid memory of a traumatic event 
flash burn /'flaej b3in/ noun a burn caused 
when a body part is briefly exposed to a source 
of intense heat 

flat foot /.fleet 'fut/, flat feet /,flaet 'fi:t /noun 
a condition in which the soles of the feet lie flat 
on the ground instead of being arched as usual. 
Also called pes planus 
flatline /'flaetlain/ verb to fail to show on a 
monitor any of the electrical currents associat¬ 
ed with heart or brain activity ■ noun a moni¬ 
tor readout on an EEG or ECG indicating total 
cessation of brain or cardiac activity, respec¬ 
tively 

flatulence /'fketjulons/ noun gas or air 
which collects in the stomach or intestines 
causing discomfort 

comment: Flatulence is generally caused by 
indigestion, but can be made worse if the per¬ 
son swallows air (aerophagy). 
flatulent /'flsetjulont/ adjective having flatu¬ 
lence, or caused by flatulence 
flatus /'fleitos/ noun air and gas which col¬ 
lects in the intestines and is painful 
flatworm /'fla2tW3:m/ noun any of several 
types of parasitic worm with a flat body, e.g. a 
tapeworm. Compare roundworm 
flea/fli:/ noun a liny insect which sucks blood 
and is a parasite on animals and humans 
comment: Fleas can transmit disease, most 
especially bubonic plague which is transmit¬ 
ted by infected rat fleas. 

flecainide /fle'keinaid/ noun a drug that 
helps to correct an irregular heartbeat 
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flesh /flej/ noun tissue containing blood, 
forming the part of the body which is not skin, 
bone or organs 

flesh wound /'flej wu:nd/ noun a wound 
which only affects the fleshy part of the body 
O She had a flesh wound in her leg. 
fleshy /'fieJi/ adjective 1 . made of flesh 2. fat 
flex /fleks/ verb to bend something □ to flex a 
joint to use a muscle to make a joint bend 
flexibilitas cerea /fleksi.bilitos 'siorio/ 
noun a condition in which, if someone’s arms 
or legs are moved, they remain in that set posi¬ 
tion for some time 

flexion /'flekjon/ noun the act of bending a 
joint 

Flexner’s bacillus /.fleksnoz bo'silos/ 
noun a bacterium which causes bacillary dys¬ 
entery 

flexor /'flekso/, flexor muscle /'flekso 
,mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle which makes a joint 
bend. Compare extensor 
flexure /'flekjo/ noun 1 . a bend in an organ 2. 
a fold in the skin 

floaters /'floutoz/ plural noun same as mus- 
cae volitantes 

floating kidney /.floutig 'kidni/ noun same 

as nephroptosis 

floating rib /.floutig 'rib/ noun one of the 
two lowest ribs on each side, which are not at¬ 
tached to the breastbone 
floccillation /,flDksi'leiJ(o)n/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of constantly touching the bedclothes, a 
sign that someone is approaching death 
floccitation /,flDksi'teiJ(9)n/ noun same as 
carphology 

flooding /'flAdir)/ noun same as menorrhagia 
floppy baby syndrome /,fk>pi 'beibi ,sin 
droum/ noun same as amyotonia congenita 

flora /'floiro/ noun bacteria which exist in a 
particular part of the body 
florid /'florid/ adjective with an unhealthily 
glowing pink or red complexion 
floss /flDs/ noun same as dental floss ■ verb 
to clean the teeth with dental floss 
flow /flou/ noun 1 . a movement of liquid or 
gas O They used a tourniquet to try to stop the 
flow of blood. 2. the amount of liquid or gas 
which is moving O The meter measures the 
flow of water through the pipe. 
flowmeter /'floumiito/ noun a meter at¬ 
tached to a pipe, e.g. as in anaesthetic equip¬ 
ment, to measure the speed at which a liquid or 
gas moves in the pipe 

flu /flu:/ noun 1 . same as influenza 2. a very 
bad cold ( informal) (note: Sometimes written 
’flu to show it is a short form of influenza.) 
flucloxacillin /flui'kloksosilin/ noun a drug 
related to penicillin and effective against strep¬ 
tococcal infections and pneumonia 


fluconazole /flui'kDnozoul/ noun a drug 
used to treat fungal infections such as candi¬ 
diasis 

fluctuation /,flAktJu'eiJ(9)n/ noun the feel¬ 
ing of movement of liquid inside part of the 
body or inside a cyst when pressed by the fin¬ 
gers 

fluid /'flund/ noun 1 . a liquid 2. any gas, liq¬ 
uid or powder which flows 
fluid balance /'flund .baelons/ noun the 
maintenance of the balance of fluids in the 
body during dialysis or other treatment 
fluke /flu:k/ noun a parasitic flatworm which 
settles inside the liver, in the bloodstream and 
in other parts of the body 
flunitrazepam /.fluinai'traszipasm/ noun a 
tranquilliser that, because of its association 
with ‘date rape’ cases, is a controlled drug in 
the UK 

fluorescence /fluo'res(9)ns/ noun the send¬ 
ing out of light from a substance which is re¬ 
ceiving radiation 

fluorescent /fluo'res(3)nt/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a substance which sends out light 
fluoridate /'floirideit/ verb to add fluoride to 
a substance, usually to drinking water, in order 
to help prevent tooth decay 
fluoride /'fluoraid/ noun a chemical com¬ 
pound of fluorine and sodium, potassium or tin 
O fluoride toothpaste 
comment: Fluoride will reduce decay in teeth 
and is often added to drinking water or to 
toothpaste. Some people object to fluoridation 
and it is thought that too high a concentration, 
such as that achieved by highly fluoridated 
water and the use of a highly fluoridated tooth¬ 
paste, may discolour the teeth of children, 
fluorine /'fluoriin/ noun a chemical element 
found in bones and teeth (note: The chemical 
symbol is F.) 

fluoroscope /'fluoroskoup/ noun an appara¬ 
tus which projects an X-ray image of a part of 
the body onto a screen, so that the part of the 
body can be examined as it moves 
fluoroscopy /fluo'roskopi/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of the body using X-rays projected onto 
a screen 

fluorosis /floi'rousis/ noun a condition 
caused by excessive fluoride in drinking water 
comment: At a low level, fluorosis causes dis¬ 
coloration of the teeth, and as the level of flu¬ 
oride rises, ligaments can become calcified, 
fluoxetine /flui'Dksotiin/ noun a drug that 
increases serotonin in the brain and is used to 
treat anxiety and depression 
flush /flAj/ noun a red colour in the skin ■ 
verb 1 . to wash a wound with liquid 2. (of per¬ 
son) to turn red 

flushed /flAjt/ adjective with red skin, e.g. 
due to heat, emotion or overeating O Her face 
was flushed and she was breathing heavily. 
flutter /'flAto/, fluttering /'flAtorig/ noun a 
rapid movement, especially of the atria of the 
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heart, which is not controlled by impulses 
from the sinoatrial node 
flux /flAks/ noun an excessive production of 
liquid from the body 

focal /'f3ok(3)l/ adjective referring to a focus 
focal distance /,f3uk(3)l distons/, focal 
length /,f3uk(3)l 'ler)0/ noun the distance be¬ 
tween the lens of the eye and the point behind 
the lens where light is focused 
focal epilepsy /,f3uk(3)l 'epilepsi/ noun ep¬ 
ilepsy arising from a localised area of the brain 
focal myopathy /,f3uk(3)l mai'npnOi noun 
destruction of muscle tissue caused by a sub¬ 
stance injected in an intramuscular injection 
focus /'fsukss/ noun 1. the point where light 
rays converge through a lens 2. the centre of an 
infection (note: The plural is foci.) ■ verb 1. to 
adjust a lens until an image is clear and sharp 
2. to see clearly O He has difficulty in focusing 
on the object. 

focus group /Took3S gru:p/ noun a discus¬ 
sion group of lay people brought together un¬ 
der professional guidance to discuss issues 
such as care 

foetal /'fiit(3)l/ adjective another spelling of 
fetal (note: The spelling foetal is common in 
general use in British English, but the spelling 
fetal is the accepted international spelling for 
technical use.) 

foetor /'fiita/ noun another spelling of fetor 
foetoscope /'fiitssksup/ noun another 
spelling of fetoscope 

foetOSCOpy /fi'tDskspi/ noun another spell¬ 
ing of fetoscopy 

foetus /'fiitas/ noun another spelling of fetus 
(note: The spelling foetus is common in general 
use in British English, but the spelling fetus is 
the accepted international spelling for technical 
use.) 

folacin /'foolosm/ noun same as folic acid 
fold /fsold/ noun a part of the body which is 
bent so that it lies on top of another part 
folic acid /.foulik 'sesid/ noun a vitamin in 
the Vitamin B complex found in milk, liver, 
yeast and green vegetables such as spinach, 
which is essential for creating new blood cells 
comment: Lack of folic acid can cause anae¬ 
mia and neural tube disorders in the develop¬ 
ing fetus. It can also be caused by alcoholism, 
folie a deux /,foli ae 'd3i/ noun a rare condi¬ 
tion where a psychological disorder is commu¬ 
nicated between two people who live together 
follicle /'fDlik(o)l/ noun a tiny hole or sac in 
the body 

comment: An ovarian follicle goes through 
several stages in its development. The first 
stage is called a primordial follicle, which then 
develops into a primary follicle and becomes 
a mature follicle by the sixth day of the period. 
This follicle secretes oestrogen until the ovum 
has developed to the point when it can break 
out, leaving the corpus luteum behind. 


follicle-stimulating hormone /,fDlik(o)l 
.stimjuleitir) 'hoimoun/ noun a hormone 
produced by the pituitary gland which stimu¬ 
lates ova in the ovaries and sperm in the testes. 
Abbr FSH 

follicular /fo'hkjub/, folliculate /fo 

Tikjulot/ adjective referring to follicles 
follicular tumour /fo.likjulo 'tjuimo/ noun 
a tumour in a follicle 

folliculin /fo'likjulm/ noun an oestrone, a 
type of oestrogen O She is undergoing follicu¬ 
lin treatment. 

folliculitis /fo.likju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the hair follicles, especially where hair 
has been shaved 

follow /'fdou/, follow up /.fdou 'Ap/ verb to 
check on someone who has been examined be¬ 
fore in order to assess the progress of a disease 
or the results of treatment 
follow-up /'fDlou Ap/ noun a check on some¬ 
one who has been examined before 
‘...length of follow-ups varied from three to 108 
months. Thirteen patients were followed for less 
than one year, but the remainder were seen regularly 
for periods from one to nine years’ [New 
Zealand Medical Journal ] 

fomentation ^foumen'teiJXojn/ noun same 

as poultice 

fomites /'foumitiiz/ plural noun objects 
touched by someone with a communicable 
disease which can then be the means of pass¬ 
ing on the disease to others 
fontanelle /.fDnto'nel/, fontanel noun the 
soft cartilage between the bony sections of a 
baby’s skull 

comment: The fontanelles gradually harden 
over a period of months and by the age of 18 
months the bones of the baby’s skull are usu¬ 
ally solid. 

food allergen /'fu:d , 2 elod 3 en/ noun a sub¬ 
stance in food which produces an allergy 
food allergy /fu:d '£elod 3 i/ noun an allergy 
to a specific food such as nuts, which causes a 
severe reaction that may lead to life-threaten¬ 
ing anaphylactic shock 

food canal /'fu:d ko.nasl/ noun the passage 
from the mouth to the rectum through which 
food passes and is digested 
food intolerance /fu:d in'tolorons/ noun an 
adverse reaction to some foods such as orang¬ 
es, eggs, tomatoes and strawberries 
food poisoning /'fu:d .poiz^jmr)/ noun an 
illness caused by eating food which is contam¬ 
inated with bacteria 

foot /fut/ noun the end part of the leg on which 
a person stands 

comment: The foot is formed of 26 bones: 14 
phalanges in the toes, five metatarsals in the 
main part of the foot and seven tarsals in the 
heel. 

footpump /'futpAmp/ noun a device to re¬ 
duce the risk of post-operative deep-vein 
thrombosis by mechanical use of leg muscles 
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foramen /fo'reimon/ noun a natural opening 
inside the body, e.g. the opening in a bone 
through which veins or nerves pass (note: The 
plural is foramina.) 

foramen magnum /fo.reimon 'masgnom/ 
noun the hole at the bottom of the skull where 
the brain is joined to the spinal cord 
foramen ovale /fo.reimon ou'vailei/ noun 
an opening between the two parts of the heart 
in a fetus 

comment: The foramen ovale usually closes 
at birth, but if it stays open the blood from the 
veins can mix with the blood going to the ar¬ 
teries, causing cyanosis, 
foramina /fo'reimino/ plural of foramen 
forced expiratory volume /.foist ek 
'spirot(o)ri .VDljuim/ noun the maximum 
amount of air that can be expelled in a given 
time. Abbr FEV 

force-feed /,fo:s 'fiid/ verb to make someone 
swallow food against their will, e.g. by using a 
tube to put it directly down their throat 
forceps /'foiseps/ noun a surgical instrument 
with handles like a pair of scissors, made in 
different sizes and with differently shaped 
ends, used for holding and pulling 
forceps delivery /'foiseps di.livOjri/ noun 
childbirth where the doctor uses forceps to 
help the baby out of the mother’s uterus 
fore- /foi/ prefix in front 
forearm /'foiraim/ noun the lower part of the 
arm from the elbow to the wrist 
forearm bones /'foiraim bounz/ plural noun 
the ulna and the radius 

forebrain /'foibrein/ noun the front part of 
the brain in an embryo 

forefinger /'foifiggo/ noun the first finger on 
the hand, next to the thumb 
foregut /'foigAt/ noun the front part of the gut 
in an embryo 

forehead /'foihed/ noun the part of the face 
above the eyes 

foreign /'form/ adjective 1 . not belonging to 
your own country O foreign visitors O a for¬ 
eign language 2. referring to something that is 
found where it does not naturally belong, espe¬ 
cially something found in the human body that 
comes from a source outside the body O a for¬ 
eign object O foreign matter 
foreign body /.form 'bDdi/ noun a piece of 
material which is not part of the surrounding 
tissue and should not be there, e.g. sand in a 
cut, dust in the eye or a pin which has been 
swallowed O The X-ray showed the presence 
of a foreign body. □ swallowed foreign bodies 
something which should not have been swal¬ 
lowed, e.g. a pin, coin or button 
foremilk /'foimilk/ noun the relatively low- 
fat milk with a high sugar content that is pro¬ 
duced by a woman at the beginning of a breast 
feed 


forensic /fo'rensik/ adjective relating to the 
use of science in solving criminal investiga¬ 
tions or settling legal cases 
forensic medicine /fo.rensik 'med(o)sin/ 
noun the branch of medical science concerned 
with finding solutions to crimes against people 
and which involves procedures such as con¬ 
ducting autopsies on murdered people or tak¬ 
ing blood samples from clothes 
foreskin /'foiskin/ noun the skin covering the 
top of the penis, which can be removed by cir¬ 
cumcision. Also called prepuce 
forewaters /'foiwoitoz/ plural noun fluid 
which comes out of the vagina at the beginning 
of childbirth when the amnion bursts 
forgetful /fo'getf(9)l/ adjective referring to 
someone who often forgets things O She be¬ 
came very forgetful, and had to be looked after 
by her sister. 

forgetfulness /fo'getf(9)ln9s/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which someone often forgets things O 
Increasing forgetfulness is a sign of old age. 
form /foim/ noun 1 . shape 2. a piece of paper 
with blank spaces which you have to write in 
O You have to fill in a form when you are ad¬ 
mitted to hospital. 3. a state or condition O in 
good form □ he’s in good form today he is 
very amusing, he is doing things well ■ verb to 
make or to be the main part of something O 
Calcium is one the elements which form bones 
or bones are mainly formed of calcium. O An 
ulcer formed in his duodenum. O In diphtheria 
a membrane forms across the larynx. 
formaldehyde /foi'maeldihaid/ noun a gas 
with an unpleasant smell that is a strong disin¬ 
fectant. When dissolved in water to make for¬ 
malin, it is also used to preserve medical spec¬ 
imens. 

formalin /'foimolin/ noun a solution of for¬ 
maldehyde in water, used to preserve medical 
specimens 

formation /foi'meiJXojn/ noun the action of 
forming something O Drinking milk helps the 
formation of bones. 

formication /.foimTkeiJ(o)n/ noun an itch¬ 
ing feeling where the skin feels as if it were 
covered with insects 

formula /'foimjulo/ noun 1 . a way of indicat¬ 
ing a chemical compound using letters and 
numbers, e.g. H 2 S0 4 2. instructions on how to 
prepare a drug 3. US powdered milk for babies 
(note: The plural is formulas or formulae.) 
formulary /'foimjulori/ noun a book that lists 
medicines together with their formulae 
fornix /'foiniks/ noun an arch (note: The plu¬ 
ral is fornices.) □ fornix of the vagina space 
between the cervix of the uterus and the vagina 
fornix cerebri /.foimks 'seribrai/ noun a 
section of white matter in the brain between 
the hippocampus and the hypothalamus. See 
illustration at brain in Supplement 
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fortification figures / 1 fo:tifi'keiJ'(3)n 
,figoz/ plural noun patterns of coloured light, 
seen as part of the aura before a migraine at¬ 
tack occurs 

foscarnet /fos'kainot/ noun an antiviral 
drug administered by intravenous injection 
that is effective against herpesviruses that are 
resistant to acyclovir. It is especially used for 
people with AIDS. 

fossa /'fDSO/ noun a shallow hollow in a bone 
or the skin 

foster children /'fosto .tjildron/ plural noun 
children brought up by people who are not 
their own parents 

foster parent /'fDsto .peoront/ noun a wom¬ 
an or man who brings up a child bom to other 
parents 

Fothergill’s operation /'fodogilz opo.rel 
i/(a)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct 
prolapse of the uterus [After W. E. Fothergill 
(1865-1926), British gynaecologist.] 
foundation hospital /faun,deiJ(o)n 'IidsI 
pit (s)l/ noun in the UK, a proposed type of 
hospital that would be independent of its Local 
Health Authority in financial matters 
fourchette /fuo 1 Jet/ noun a fold of skin at the 
back of the vulva 

fovea /'fsuvis/, fovea centralis /.fsuvis sen 
'trailis/ noun a depression in the retina which 
is the point where the eye sees most clearly. 
See illustration at eye in Supplement 
FP10 /,ef pi: 'ten/ noun in the UK, an NHS 
prescription from a GP 

fracture /'frsektjs/ verb 1. {of bone) to break 
O The tibia fractured in two places. 2. to break 
a bone O He fractured his wrist. ■ noun a 
break in a bone O rib fracture or fracture of a 
rib 

fractured /'frasktjsd/ adjective broken O He 
had a fractured skull. O She went to hospital to 
have her fractured leg reset. 
fragile /'fr£ed 3 ail/ adjective easily broken O 
Elderly people's bones are more fragile than 
those of adolescents. 

fragile-X syndrome /.freedgail 'eks ,sin 
drsitm/ noun a hereditary condition in which 
part of an X chromosome is constricted, caus¬ 
ing mental impairment 

fragilitas /frs'd 3 ilitss/ noun fragility or brit¬ 
tleness 

fragilitas ossium /frs,d 3 ilitss 'Dsism/ 
noun a hereditary condition where the bones 
are brittle and break easily, similar to osteo¬ 
genesis imperfecta 

frail /freil/ adjective weak, easily broken O 
Grandfather is getting frail, and we have to 
look after him all the time. O The baby’s bones 
are still very frail. 

framboesia /frasm'biizis/ noun same as 

yaws 


fresh frozen plasma 

frame /freim/ noun 1. the particular size and 
shape of someone’s body 2. a solid support for 
something. 0 walking frame, Zimmer frame 
framework /'freimw3ik/ noun the main 
bones which make up the structure of part of 
the body 

framycetin /frae'maisstin/ noun an antibiot¬ 
ic 

fraternal twins /frs,t3:n(s)l 'twinz/ plural 
noun same as dizygotic twins 
freckle /'frek(s)l/ noun a harmless small 
brownish patch on the skin that becomes more 
noticeable after exposure to the sun. Freckles 
are often found in people with fair hair. Also 
called lentigo ■ verb to mark something, or 
become marked with freckles 
freckled /'frek(s)ld/ adjective with brown 
spots on the skin 

freeze /fri:z/ verb to anaesthetise part of the 
body ( informal ) O They froze my big toe to re¬ 
move the nail. 

freeze dry /,fri:z 'drai/ verb to freeze some¬ 
thing rapidly then dry it in a vacuum 
freeze drying /'friiz .dranrj/ noun a method 
of preserving food or tissue specimens by 
freezing rapidly and drying in a vacuum 
Freiberg’s disease /'fraib3:gz di.ziiz/ 
noun osteochondritis of the head of the second 
metatarsus [Described 1914. After Albert Henry 
Freiberg (1869-1940), US surgeon.] 

Frei test /'frai test/ noun a test for the vene¬ 
real disease lymphogranuloma inguinale [De¬ 
scribed 1925. After Wilhelm Siegmund Frei 
(1885-1943), Professor of Dermatology at Ber¬ 
lin, Germany. He settled in New York, USA.] 
fremitus /'fremitss/ noun vibrations or trem¬ 
bling in part of someone’s body, felt by the 
doctor’s hand or heard through a stethoscope 
French letter /.frent J 'lets/ noun t condom 
( informal) 

frenectomy /frs'nektsmi/ noun an operation 
to remove a frenum 

Frenkel’s exercises /'frenkslz .eksssaiziz/ 
plural noun exercises for people who have lo¬ 
comotor ataxia, to teach coordination of the 
muscles and limbs 

frenotomy /frs'nDtsmi/ noun an operation to 
split a frenum 

frenum /'friinsm/, frenulum /'frenjulsm/ 
noun a fold of mucous membrane under the 
tongue or by the clitoris 
frequency /'friikwsnsi/ noun 1. the number 
of times something takes place in a given time 
O the frequency of micturition 2. the rate of vi¬ 
bration in oscillations 

fresh air /,frej 'es/ noun open air O They 
came out of the hospital into the fresh air. 

fresh frozen plasma /,frej ,frsuz(»n 
'plaszms/ noun plasma made from freshly do¬ 
nated blood, and kept frozen 
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fretful /'fretf(3)l/ adjective referring to a baby 
that cries, cannot sleep or seems unhappy 
Freudian /'froidten/ adjective understanda¬ 
ble in terms of Freud’s theories, especially 
with regard to human sexuality ■ noun some¬ 
one who is influenced by or follows Freud’s 
theories or methods of psychoanalysis 
friable /'fraiob(o)l/ adjective easily broken up 
into small pieces 

friar’s balsam /.fraioz 'boilsom/ noun a 
mixture of various plant oils, including ben¬ 
zoin and balsam, which can be inhaled as a va¬ 
pour to relieve bronchitis or congestion 
friction /'frikjten/ noun the rubbing together 
of two surfaces 

friction fremitus /.frikjten 'fremitos/ noun 
a scratching sensation felt when the hand is 
placed on the chest of someone who has peri¬ 
carditis 

friction murmur /.frikjten 'maims/ noun 
the sound of two serous membranes rubbing 
together, heard with a stethoscope in someone 
who has pericarditis or pleurisy 
Friedlander’s bacillus /'friidlendsz bo 
, sites/ noun the bacterium Klebsiella pneumo¬ 
niae which can cause pneumonia [Described 
1882. After Carl Friedlander (1847-87), patholo¬ 
gist at the Friedrichshain Hospital, Berlin, Ger¬ 
many.] 

Friedman’s test /'friidmonz test/ noun a 
test for pregnancy [After Maurice H. Friedman 
(b. 1903), US physician.] 

Friedreich’s ataxia /.friidraiks o'tzekste/ 
noun an inherited nervous disease which af¬ 
fects the spinal cord and is associated with 
club foot, an unsteady walk and speech diffi¬ 
culties. Also called dystrophia adiposogeni- 
talis [Described 1863. After Nicholaus Friedre¬ 
ich (1825-82), Professor of Pathological Anato¬ 
my at Wurzburg, later Professor of Pathology 
and Therapy at Heidelberg, Germany.] 
frigidity /fri'd 3 iditi/ noun the fact of being 
unable to experience orgasm, sexual pleasure 
or sexual desire 

fringe medicine /'frin 3 ,med(o)sin/ noun 
types of medical practice which are not usually 
taught in medical schools, e.g. homeopathy or 
acupuncture ( informal) 

frog plaster /'frog ,pla:sto/ noun a plaster 
cast made to keep the legs in an open position 
after an operation to correct a dislocated hip 
Frohlich’s syndrome /'fr3iliks .sindroum/ 
noun a condition in which someone becomes 
obese and the genital system does not develop, 
caused by an adenoma of the pituitary gland 
[Described 1901. After Alfred Frohlich (1871 — 
1953), Professor of Pharmacology at the Univer¬ 
sity of Vienna, Austria.] 

frontal /'frAnt(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
forehead or to the front of the head. Opposite 

occipital 


frontal bone /'frAnt(o)l boon/ noun a bone 
forming the front of the upper part of the skull 
behind the forehead 

frontal lobe /'frAnt(o)l teub/ noun the front 
lobe of each cerebral hemisphere 
frontal lobotomy /,frAnt(o)l teu'bDtomi/ 
noun formerly, a surgical operation on the 
brain to treat mental illness by removing part 
of the frontal lobe 

frontal sinus /,frAnt(o)l 'sainos/ noun one 
of two sinuses in the front of the face above the 
eyes and near the nose 

front passage /frAnt 'paesid3/ ( informal ) 1. 
same as urethra 2. same as vagina 
frostbite /'frDStbait/ noun an injury caused 
by very severe cold which freezes tissue 
frostbitten /'frDstbit(o)n/ adjective having 
frostbite 

comment: In very cold conditions, the outside 
tissue of the fingers, toes, ears and nose can 
freeze, becoming white and numb. Thawing of 
frostbitten tissue can be very painful and must 
be done very slowly. Severe cases of frostbite 
may require amputation because the tissue 
has died and gangrene has set in. 
frozen shoulder /,frouz(o)n 'Jteuldo/ noun 
stiffness and pain in the shoulder, caused by 
inflammation of the membranes of the shoul¬ 
der joint after injury or a period of immobility, 
when deposits may form in the tendons 
frozen watchfulness /.frouzOjn 
'wDtJfolnos/ noun an expression of petrified 
fear on a child’s face, especially in children 
who have been abused 

fructose /'frAktous/ noun fruit sugar found 
in honey and some fruit, which together with 
glucose forms sucrose 

fructosuria /.frAktou'sjuorte/ noun the 
presence of fructose in the urine 
frusemide /'fruisomaid/ noun same as furo- 
semide 

FSH abbr follicle-stimulating hormone 
fugax /'f juigaeks/ 1 amaurosis fugax 

-fuge /f ju:d 3 / suffix driving away 
fugue /fjuig/ noun a condition in which 
someone loses his or her memory and leaves 
home 

fulguration /.fAlgo'reiJXojn/ noun the re¬ 
moval of a growth such as a wart by burning 
with an electric needle. Also called electro¬ 
desiccation 

full term /,ful ' t3im/ noun a complete preg¬ 
nancy of forty weeks O She has had several 
pregnancies but none has reached full term. 
full thickness burn /ful 'Oiknos b3in/ noun 
same as deep dermal burn 
fulminant /'fulminant/, fulminating /'fulmil 
neitir)/ adjective referring to a dangerous dis¬ 
ease which develops very rapidly 
‘.. .the major manifestations of pneumococcal infec¬ 
tion in sickle-cell disease are septicaemia, meningitis 
and pneumonia. The illness is frequently fulminant’ 
[The Lancet ] 
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fumes /fjuimz/ plural noun gas or smoke 
fumigate /'fjuimigeit/ verb to kill insects in 
an area by using gas or smoke 
fumigation /,fju:mi'geij(3)n/ noun the 
process of killing insects in an area with gas or 
smoke 

function /'f Apkjon/ noun the particular work 
done by an organ O What is the function of the 
pancreas? O The function of an ovary is to 
form ova. ■ verb to work in a particular way O 
The heart and lungs were functioning normal¬ 
ly. O His kidneys suddenly stopped function¬ 
ing. 

‘...insulin’s primary metabolic function is to trans¬ 
port glucose into muscle and fat cells, so that it can 
be used for energy’ [Nursing ’ 87] 

‘.. .the AIDS virus attacks a person’s immune system 
and damages the ability to fight other disease. With¬ 
out a functioning immune system to ward off other 
germs, the patient becomes vulnerable to becoming 
infected’ 

[Journal of American Medical Association ] 
functional /'fApkJon(o)l/ adjective referring 
to a disorder or illness which does not have a 
physical cause and may have a psychological 
cause, as opposed to an organic disorder 
functional endoscopic sinus surgery / 
,fAr)kJon(9)l .endoskopik 'sainos ,s3:d39ri/ 
noun the removal of soft tissue in the sinuses 
using an endoscope. Abbr FESS 
functional enuresis /,fAgkj9n(»l ,enju 
'riisis/ noun bedwetting which has a psycho¬ 
logical cause 

functional independence measure / 

,fAr)kj3n(9)l .indi'pendons ,me33/ noun a 
measure of disability. Abbr FIM 
fundus /'f Andos/ noun 1 . the bottom of a hol¬ 
low organ such as the uterus 2. the top section 
of the stomach, above the body of the stomach 
fungal /'fArjgol/ adjective relating to, or 
caused by, fungi O a fungal skin infection 
fungate /'fApgeit/ verb {of some skin can¬ 
cers) to increase rapidly at a late stage of tu¬ 
mour formation 

fungicide /'fAggisaid/ noun a substance 
used to kill fungi 

fungiform papillae /.fApgifoim po'pili:/ 
noun rounded papillae on the tip and sides of 
the tongue, which have taste buds 
fungoid /'fApgoid/ adjective like a fungus 
fungus /'fArjgos/ noun an organism such as 
yeast or mould, some of which cause disease 
(note: The plural is fungi. For other terms refer¬ 
ring to fungi, see words beginning with myc-, 
myco-.) 

comment: Some fungi can become parasites 
of man, and cause diseases such as thrush. 


Other fungi, such as yeast, react with sugar to 
form alcohol. Some antibiotics, such as peni¬ 
cillin, are derived from fungi. 

fungus disease /'fArjgos di,zi:z/ noun a 
disease caused by a fungus 
fungus poisoning /'fArjgos ,poiz(»nir)/ 
noun poisoning by eating a poisonous fungus 
funiculitis /fjumikju'laitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the spermatic cord 
funiculus /fjui'mkjulos/ noun one of the 
three parts of the white matter in the spinal 
cord O The three parts are called the lateral, 
anterior and posterior funiculus. 
funis /'fjuinis/ noun an umbilical cord 
funnel chest /,fAn(o)l 1 1Jest/ noun same as 
pectus excavatum 

funny bone /'fAni boun/ noun same as ole¬ 
cranon ( informal) 

funny turn /'fAni t3:n/ noun a dizzy spell 
( informal) 

furfuraceous /.faifjo'reijos/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to skin which is scaly 
Furley stretcher /'f3ili .stretjo/ noun a 
stretcher made of a folding frame with a can¬ 
vas bed, with carrying poles at each side and 
small feet underneath 

furor /'fjuoro:/ noun an attack of wild vio¬ 
lence, especially in someone who is mentally 
unwell 

furosemide a drug which causes an increase 
in urine production, used to relieve water re¬ 
tention in the body. Also called frusemide 
furred tongue /f3:d 'tAg/ noun a condition 
when the papillae of the tongue are covered 
with a whitish coating. Also called coated 
tongue 

furuncle /'f juorAgkol/ noun same as boil 
furunculosis /fjuo.rAgkju'lousis/ noun a 
condition in which several boils appear at the 
same time 

fuse /f ju:z/ verb to join together to form a sin¬ 
gle structure, or to join two or more things to¬ 
gether O The bones of the joint fused. 
fusidic acid /fju:,sidik 'assid/ noun an anti¬ 
biotic used to prevent protein synthesis 
fusiform /'fjuizifoim/ adjective referring to 
muscles which are shaped like a spindle, with 
a wider middle section which becomes nar¬ 
rower at each end 

fusion /'f ju: 3 (o)n/ noun the act of joining, es¬ 
pecially a surgical operation to relieve pain in 
the joint by joining the bones at the joint per¬ 
manently so that they cannot move 
Fybogel /'faiboud 3 el/ a trade name for ispa- 
ghula 



g abbr gram 

GABA /'gteba/ abbr gamma aminobutyric 
acid 

gag /gaeg/ noun an instrument placed between 
the teeth to stop the mouth from closing ■ verb 
to experience a reaction similar to that of vom¬ 
iting O Every time the doctor tries to examine 
her throat, she gags. O He started gagging on 
the endotracheal tube. 

gain /gein/ noun an act of adding or increas¬ 
ing something O The baby showed a gain in 
weight of25g or showed a weight gain of25g. 
■ verb to obtain something, or to increase O to 
gain in weight or to gain weight 
gait /geit/ noun a way of walking 
galact- /gskekt/ prefix same as galacto- (used 
before vowels) 

galactagogue /ga'laektsgDg/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which stimulates the production of milk 
galacto- /galaektsu/ prefix referring to milk 
galactocele /ga'laektssiil/ noun a breast tu¬ 
mour which contains milk 
galactorrhoea /ga.kekta'ris/ noun the ex¬ 
cessive production of milk 
galactosaemia /gsjtekts'siimia/ noun a 
congenital condition where the liver is incapa¬ 
ble of converting galactose into glucose, with 
the result that a baby's development may be af¬ 
fected (note: The treatment is to remove galac¬ 
tose from the diet.) 

galactose /go'kektous/ noun a sugar which 
forms part of milk, and is converted into glu¬ 
cose by the liver 

galea /'geilis/ noun 1 . any part of the body 
shaped like a helmet, especially the loose band 
of tissue in the scalp (note: The plural is gale¬ 
ae.) 2. a type of bandage wrapped round the 
head 

gall /goil/ noun same as bile 
gall bladder /'goil ,blaedo/ noun a sac situat¬ 
ed underneath the liver, in which bile produced 
by the liver is stored. See illustration at diges¬ 
tive system in Supplement 
comment: Bile is stored in the gall bladder un¬ 
til required by the stomach. If fatty food is 
present in the stomach, bile moves from the 
gall bladder along the bile duct to the stom¬ 


ach. Since the liver also secretes bile directly 
into the duodenum, the gall bladder is not an 
essential organ and can be removed by sur¬ 
gery. 

Gallie’s operation /'gaeliz Dpo,reiJ(3)n/ 
noun a surgical operation where tissues from 
the thigh are used to hold a hernia in place [De¬ 
scribed 1921. After William Edward Gallie 
(1882-1959), Professor of Surgery at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto, Canada.] 
gallipot /'gaelipDt/ noun a little container for 
ointment 

gallium /'gaelism/ noun a metallic element a 
radioisotope of which is used to detect tu¬ 
mours or other tissue disorders (NOTE: The 
chemical symbol is Ga.) 
gallop rhythm /'gaelsp ,rid(3)m/ noun the 
rhythm of heart sounds, three to each cycle, 
when someone is experiencing tachycardia 
gallstone /'gorlstsun/ noun a small stone 
formed from insoluble deposits from bile in 
the gall bladder. i> calculus 
comment: Gallstones can be harmless, but 
some cause pain and inflammation and a se¬ 
rious condition can develop if a gallstone 
blocks the bile duct. Sudden pain going from 
the right side of the stomach towards the back 
indicates that a gallstone is passing through 
the bile duct. 

galvanism /'gaelv3mz(3)m/ noun a treat¬ 
ment using low voltage electricity 
galvanocautery ^gaelvansu'koitsri/ noun 
the removal of diseased tissue using an electri¬ 
cally heated needle or loop of wire. Also called 
electrocautery 

gamete /'gaemitt/ noun a sex cell, either a 
spermatozoon or an ovum 

gamete intrafallopian transfer /,gaemi:t 
intrsfajaopisn 'traensf3:/ noun a technique 
to combine eggs and sperm outside the body 
and then insert them into the Fallopian tubes. 
Abbr GIFT 

gametocide /gs'miitsusaid/ noun a drug 
which kills gametocytes 
gametocyte /gs'miitausait/ noun a cell 
which is developing into a gamete 
gametogenesis /g3,mi:t3u'd3en3sis/ noun 
the process by which a gamete is formed 
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gastric juice 


gamgee tissue /'gaemd 3 i: ,tiju:/ noun a 
surgical dressing, formed of a layer of cotton 
wool between two pieces of gauze 
gamma /'gaemo/ noun the third letter of the 
Greek alphabet 

gamma aminobutyric acid /.gaemo o 
.miinoubjui.tirik 'aesid/ noun an amino acid 
neurotransmitter. Abbr GABA 
gamma camera /'gaemo ,kaem(3)r3/ noun a 
camera for taking photographs of parts of the 
body into which radioactive isotopes have 
been introduced 

gamma globulin /,gaem3 'globjulin/ noun a 
protein found in plasma, forming antibodies as 
protection against infection 
comment: Gamma globulin injections are 
sometimes useful as a rapid source of protec¬ 
tion against a wide range of diseases, 
gamma ray /'gaemo rei/ noun a ray which is 
shorter than an X-ray and is given off by radi¬ 
oactive substances 

gangli- /gaerjgli/ prefix referring to ganglia 
ganglion /'gaerjglion/ noun 1 . a mass of nerve 
cell bodies and synapses usually covered in 
connective tissue, found along the peripheral 
nerves with the exception of the basal ganglia 
2. a cyst of a tendon sheath or joint capsule, 
usually at the wrist, which results in a painless 
swelling containing fluid (note: [all senses] 
The plural is ganglia.) 

ganglionectomy ^gaegglio'nektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of a ganglion 
ganglionic /.gaeggli'Dmk/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a ganglion. C> postganglionic 
gangrene /'gaerjgriin/ noun a condition in 
which tissues die and decay, as a result of bac¬ 
terial action, because the blood supply has 
been lost through injury or disease of the ar¬ 
tery O After she had frostbite, gangrene set in 
and her toes had to be amputated. 
gangrenous /'gaeggrinos/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to, or affected by, gangrene 
Ganser state /'gaenso ,steit/ noun same as 
pseudodementia [After Sigbert Joseph Maria 
Ganser (1853-1931), psychiatrist at Dresden 
and Munich, Germany] 

gargle/ 1 ga:g(o)l/ noun a mildly antiseptic so¬ 
lution used to clean the mouth ■ verb to put 
some antiseptic liquid solution into the back of 
the mouth and then breathe out air through it 
gargoylism /'ga:goiliz(9)m/ noun a congen¬ 
ital condition of the metabolism which causes 
polysaccharides and fat cells to accumulate in 
the body, resulting in mental impairment, 
swollen liver and coarse features. Also called 
Hurler’s syndrome 

gas /gaes/ noun 1 . a substance such as nitro¬ 
gen, carbon dioxide or air, which is neither sol¬ 
id nor fluid at ordinary temperatures and can 
expand infinitely (note: The plural gases is 
used only when referring to different types of 


gas.) 2. gas which accumulates in the stomach 
or alimentary canal and causes pain 
gas and air analgesia /.gaes ond 'co 
aen(3)l,d3i:zio/ noun a form of analgesia used 
when giving birth, in which a mixture of air 
and gas is given 

gas chromatography /.gaes .kroumo'to 
grofi/ noun a method of separating chemicals 
by passing them through a gas, used in analys¬ 
ing compounds and mixtures 
gas exchange /'gaes iks,tjeind 3 / noun the 
process by which oxygen in the air is ex¬ 
changed in the lungs for waste carbon dioxide 
carried by the blood 

gas gangrene /gaes 'gaeggriin/ noun a com¬ 
plication of severe wounds in which the bacte¬ 
rium Clostridium welchii breeds in the wound 
and then spreads to healthy tissue which is rap¬ 
idly decomposed with the formation of gas 
gash /gaeJV noun a long deep cut made acci¬ 
dentally by something sharp O She had to have 
three stitches in the gash in her thigh. ■ verb 
to make a long deep cut in something acciden¬ 
tally O She gashed her hand on the broken 
glass. 

gasp /gaisp/ noun a short breath taken with 
difficulty O His breath came in short gasps. ■ 
verb to breathe with difficulty taking quick 
breaths O She was gasping for breath. 
gas pain /'gaes pern/ noun a pain caused by 
excessive formation of gas in the stomach or 
intestine. i> flatus 

gas poisoning /'gaes ,poiz(3)nii]/ noun poi¬ 
soning by breathing in carbon monoxide or 
other toxic gas 

Gasserian ganglion /go.siorion 'ganglion/ 
noun same as trigeminal ganglion [After Jo¬ 
hann Laurentius Gasser (1723-65), Professor of 
Anatomy in Vienna, Austria. He left no writings, 
and the ganglion was given his name by Anton 
Hirsch, one of his students, in his thesis of 
1765.] 

gastr- /gaestr/ prefix same as gastro- ( used 
before vowels) 

gastralgia /gae'straeld39/ noun pain in the 
stomach 

gastrectomy /gae'strektomi/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of the stomach 
gastric /'gaestrik/ adjective referring to the 
stomach 

gastric acid /.gaestrik 'aesid/ noun hydro¬ 
chloric acid secreted into the stomach by acid¬ 
forming cells 

gastric artery /.gaestrik 'aitori/ noun an ar¬ 
tery leading from the coeliac trunk to the stom¬ 
ach 

gastric flu /.gaestrik 'flu:/ noun any mild 
stomach disorder ( informal) 
gastric juice /'gaestrik d 3 u:s/ noun the mix¬ 
ture of hydrochloric acid, pepsin, intrinsic fac¬ 
tor and mucus secreted by the cells of the lin- 
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gastric lavage 

ing membrane of the stomach to help the di¬ 
gestion of food (note: Often used in the plural.) 
gastric lavage /.gzestrik 'laevid 3 / noun a 
lavage of the stomach, usually to remove a poi¬ 
sonous substance which has been absorbed. 
Also called stomach washout 
gastric pit /.gzestrik 'pit/ noun a deep hol¬ 
low in the mucous membrane forming the 
walls of the stomach 

gastric ulcer /.gsestrik 'aIso/ noun an ulcer 
in the stomach. Abbr GU 
gastric vein /.gasstrik 'vein/ noun a vein 
which follows the gastric artery 
gastrin /'gasstrin/ noun a hormone which is 
released into the bloodstream from cells in the 
lower end of the stomach, stimulated by the 
presence of protein, and which in turn stimu¬ 
lates the flow of acid from the upper part of the 
stomach 

gastrinoma /.gasstri'noumo/ noun a tumour 
of the islet cells, leading to excessive gastric 
acid 

gastritis /gas'straitis/ noun inflammation of 
the stomach 

gastro- /gasstrou/ prefix referring to the 
stomach 

gastrocele /'gcestrousiil/ noun a condition 
in which part of the stomach wall becomes 
weak and bulges out. Also called stomach 
hernia 

gastrocnemius /.gaestrok'niimbs/ noun a 
large calf muscle 

gastrocolic /.gcestrou'kolik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the stomach and colon 
gastrocolic reflex /.gasstroukDlik 'riifleks/ 
noun a sudden peristalsis of the colon pro¬ 
duced when food is taken into an empty stom¬ 
ach 

gastroduodenal /.gasstroi^djuiou'diinb)!/ 
adjective referring to the stomach and duode¬ 
num 

gastroduodenal artery /.gcestroudf 
jui9udi:n(o)l 'aitori/ noun an artery leading 
from the gastric artery towards the pancreas 
gastroduodenoscopy /.gzestrou.djuiou 
di'nDskopi/ noun an examination of the stom¬ 
ach and duodenum 

gastroduodenostomy /.gcestrou.djuiou 
di'nDStomi/ noun a surgical operation to join 
the duodenum to the stomach so as to bypass a 
blockage in the pylorus 
gastroenteritis /.gsestrouento'raitis/ noun 
inflammation of the membrane lining the in¬ 
testines and the stomach, caused by a viral in¬ 
fection and resulting in diarrhoea and vomit¬ 
ing 

gastroenterologist /.gagstrouento'rob 
d 3 ist/ noun a doctor who specialises in the di¬ 
gestive system and its disorders 


gastroenterology /.gaestrouento'robdsi/ 
noun the study of the digestive system and its 
disorders 

gastroenterostomy ^gaestrouento'rostomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to join the small in¬ 
testine directly to the stomach so as to bypass 
a peptic ulcer 

gastroepiploic /.gasstrouepi'pbuk/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the stomach and greater omen¬ 
tum 

gastroepiploic artery /.gaestrouepi.pbuk 
'a:tori/ noun an artery linking the gastroduo¬ 
denal artery to the splenic artery 
Gastrografin /.gaestrou'grasfin/ a trade 
name for an enema used in bowel X-rays 
gastroileac reflex /.gsestrou.iliask 'riifleks/ 
noun automatic relaxation of the ileocaecal 
valve when food is present in the stomach 
gastrointestinal /.gasstrouin'testinCo)!/ 
adjective referring to the stomach and intestine 
O gastrointestinal bleeding. Abbr Gl 
gastrojejunostomy /,g£estroud 3 id 3 ui 
'nDStomi/ noun a surgical operation to join the 
jejunum to the stomach 
gastrolith /'gcestrouliG/ noun a calculus in 
the stomach 

gastro logy /,gce'strDbd 3 i/ noun the study of 
the stomach and diseases of the stomach 

gastro-oesophageal reflux /.ggestrou i 
,SDfod3bl 'riiflAks/, gastro-oesophageal re¬ 
flux disease /.gaestrou i,SDf9d3bl 'riifLvks 
di.ziiz/ noun the return of bitter-tasting, partly 
digested food from the stomach to the 
oesophagus 

gastropexy /'gaestroupeksi/ noun a surgical 
operation to attach the stomach to the wall of 
the abdomen 

gastroplasty /'gaestroupkesti/ noun surgery 
to correct a deformed stomach 
gastroptosis /.gsestrou'tousis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the stomach hangs down 
gastrorrhoea /.gaestro'rio/ noun an exces¬ 
sive flow of gastric juices 
gastroschisis /.gcestrou'saisis/ noun a split 
in the wall of the abdomen, with viscera pass¬ 
ing through it 

gastroscope /'gsestroskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument formed of a tube or bundle of glass fi¬ 
bres with a lens attached, which a doctor can 
pass down into the stomach through the mouth 
to examine the inside of the stomach 
gastroscopy /gse'stmskopi/ noun an exam¬ 
ination of the stomach using a gastroscope 
gastrostomy /gge'stmstomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to create an opening into the 
stomach from the wall of the abdomen, so that 
food can be introduced without passing 
through the mouth and throat 
gastrotomy /gas'stmt omi/ noun a surgical 
operation to open up the stomach 
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gastrula /gge'struilo/ noun the second stage 
of the development of an embryo 
gathering /'gsedorir)/ noun a swelling that is 
filled with pus 

Gaucher’s disease /'goujeiz di,zi:z/ noun 
an enzyme disease where fatty substances ac¬ 
cumulate in the lymph glands, spleen and liver, 
causing anaemia, a swollen spleen and darken¬ 
ing of the skin. The disease can be fatal in chil¬ 
dren. [Described 1882. After Philippe Charles 
Ernest Gaucher (1854-1918), French physician 
and dermatologist.] 

gauze /go:z/ noun a thin light material used to 
make dressings 

gauze dressing /go:z 'dresig/ noun a dress¬ 
ing of thin light material 
gavage /ga 2 'va: 3 / noun the forced feeding of 
someone who cannot eat or who refuses to eat 
gay /gei/ adjective relating to sexual activity 
among people of the same sex 
GDC abbr General Dental Council 
Gehrig’s disease /'geirigz di,zi:z/ noun 
same as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
Geiger counter /'gaigo .kaunto/ noun an 
instrument for the detection and measurement 
of radiation [Described 1908. After Hans Geiger 
(1882-1945), German physicist who worked 
with Rutherford at Manchester University, UK.] 
gel /d 3 el/ noun a suspension that sets into a 
jelly-like solid 

gelatin /'d3el9tin/ noun a protein found in 
collagen which is soluble in water, used to 
make capsules for medicines 
gelatinous /d39'laetmos/ adjective referring 
to gelatin or something with a texture like jelly 
gemellus /d 3 i'melos/ noun either of the two 
muscles arising from the ischium. Also called 
gemellus superior muscle, gemellus inferior 
muscle 

gender /'d 3 endo/ noun the fact of being of 
the male or female sex 

gender identity disorder /,d 3 endo ai'denf 
titi dis.oido/ noun a condition in which some¬ 
one experiences strong discomfort with his or 
her birth gender 

gender reassignment surgery /,d 3 endo 
riio'sainmont ,S3:d3ori/ noun surgery to 
change someone’s sex 

gender reorientation /,d 3 endo rii.oirion 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun the alteration of a person’s sex 
through surgical and drug treatment 
gene /d 3 i:n/ noun a unit of DNA on a chro¬ 
mosome which governs the synthesis of a pro¬ 
tein sequence and determines a particular 
characteristic 

comment: A gene may be dominant, in which 
case the characteristic it controls is always 
passed on to the child, or recessive, in which 
case the characteristic only appears if both 
parents have contributed the same form of the 
gene. 


generic 

general amnesia /,d3en(9)rol aem'niizio/ 
noun a sudden and complete loss of memory, 
to the extent that a person does not even re¬ 
member who he or she is 
general anaesthesia /,d3en(9)rol ,£enos 
'0i:zio/ noun loss of feeling and loss of sensa¬ 
tion throughout the body, after being given an 
anaesthetic 

general anaesthetic /,d3en(3)r9l ,£enos 
'Getik/ noun a substance given to make some¬ 
one lose consciousness so that a major surgical 
operation can be carried out 
General Dental Council /,d 3 en(o)rol 
'dent(o)l .kaunsol/ noun in the UK, the offi¬ 
cial body that registers and supervises dentists. 
Abbr GDC 

general hospital /,d3en(9)rol 'hDspit(o)l/ 
noun a hospital which does not specialise in 
particular types of illness or particular age 
groups 

generalise/'d3en(9)r9laiz/, generalize verb 
to spread to other parts of the body 
generalised /'d3en(9)rolaizd/, generalized 

adjective 1 . spreading throughout the body. 
Opposite localised 2. not having a specific 
cause 

generalised anxiety disorder / 

,d3en(3)rolaizd asrj'zaioti dis.oido/ noun a 
state of continual anxiety for which there is no 
specific cause 

General Medical Council /,d3en(9)rol 
'medik(9)l .kaunsol/ noun in the UK, the of¬ 
ficial body that licenses qualified doctors to 
practise medicine. Abbr GMC 
General Optical Council /'d 3 enrol 'Dpi 
tik(o)l 'kaunsol/ noun in the UK, the official 
body that registers and supervises opticians 
general practice /,d3en(o)r9l 'praktis/ 
noun a medical practice where doctors offer 
first-line medical care for all types of illness to 
people who live locally, refer them to hospital 
if necessary and encourage health promotion 
general practitioner /,d 3 en(o)rol prsek 
l tiJ'(9)no/ noun a doctor who provides first- 
line medical care for all types of illness to peo¬ 
ple who live locally, refers them to hospital if 
necessary and encourages health promotion. 
Abbr GP 

gene replacement therapy /,d 3 i:n ri 
'pleismont ,0eropi/ noun the replacement of 
missing genes or damaging gene variations in 
cells by the insertion of appropriate genes to 
treat a genetic disorder. Also called gene ther¬ 
apy 

comment: Gene replacement therapy has 
been used successfully in animals, and is in 
the early stages of research in humans, but 
may be useful in the future treatment of cystic 
fibrosis, thalassaemia and other genetic dis¬ 
orders. 

generic /d 3 o'nerik/ adjective 1 . referring to 
medicine which does not have a special trade- 
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-genesis 


mark or brand name given to it by its manufac¬ 
turer 2. referring to a genus O The generic 
name of this type of bacterium is Staphylococ¬ 
cus. 

-genesis Adenosis/ suffix production or ori¬ 
gin 

gene therapy /'d 3 i:n ,0eropi/ noun same as 

gene replacement therapy 

genetic /d 3 o'netik/ adjective referring to 

genes 

genetic code /d39,netik 'koud/ noun the 
characteristics of the DNA of a cell which are 
passed on when the cell divides and so are in¬ 
herited by a child from its parents 
genetic counselling /d39,netik 
'kaunsolig/ noun advice and support given to 
people if they or their children might be affect¬ 
ed by inherited genetic disorders 
genetic disorder /d39,netik dis'oido/ noun 
a disorder or disease caused by a damaging 
gene variation that may be inherited 
genetic engineering /d39,netik end 3 i 
'niorir)/ noun same as genetic modification 
( informal ) 

genetic fingerprint /d39,netik 
1 fir) gsprint/ noun the pattern of sequences of 
genetic material unique to an individual. Also 
called DNA fingerprint 

genetic fingerprinting /d 3 s,netik 'firjgs 
,print ir)/ noun a method of revealing an indi¬ 
vidual’s genetic profile, used in paternity que¬ 
ries and criminal investigations. Also called 

DNA fingerprinting 

geneticist /d 3 s'netisist/ noun a person who 
specialises in the study of the way in which 
characteristics and diseases are inherited 
through the genes 

genetic modification, genetic manipula¬ 
tion noun the combination of genetic material 
from different sources to produce organisms 
with altered characteristics 
genetics /d 3 o'netiks/ noun the study of 
genes, and of the way characteristics and dis¬ 
eases are inherited through the genes 
genetic screening /d 3 o,netik ’skriinir)/ 
noun the process of testing large numbers of 
people to see if anyone has a particular genetic 
disorder 

gene tracking /'d 3 i:n .traskir)/ noun the 
method used to trace throughout a family the 
inheritance of a gene such as those causing 
cystic fibrosis or Huntington’s Chorea, in or¬ 
der to diagnose and predict genetic disorders 
-genic /d 3 enik/ suffix referring to a product or 
something which produces 
genicular /c^e'mkjula/ adjective referring to 
the knee 

genital /'d 3 enit(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
reproductive organs ■ plural noun genitals 
same as genital organs 


genitalia /,d3eni'teili9/ noun the genital or¬ 
gans 

genital organs /,d 3 enit(o)l 'oigonz/ plural 
noun the external organs for reproduction, i.e. 
the penis and testicles in males and the vulva 
in females. Also called genitals, genitalia 
genital wart /,d 3 enit(o)l 'wo:t/ noun a wart 
in the genital or anal area, caused by a sexually 
transmitted virus 

genito- /d 3 emtou/ prefix referring to the re¬ 
productive system 

genitourinary /.dsemtou'juorinori/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to both the reproductive and uri¬ 
nary systems. Abbr GU 
genitourinary system /,d 3 emtou 
'juorinori .sistom/ noun the organs of repro¬ 
duction and urination, including the kidneys 
genome /'d 3 i:noum/ noun the set of all the 
genes of an individual 

genotype /'d 3 enotaip/ noun the genetic 
makeup of an individual. Compare phenotype 
gentamicin /.dsento'maisin/ noun an anti¬ 
biotic that is effective against a variety of dif¬ 
ferent disease-causing organisms. Patients 
usually receive it by injection and it can cause 
serious side effects. 

gentian violet /,d 3 enJon 'vaiolot/ noun an 
antiseptic blue dye, used to paint on skin infec¬ 
tions and also to stain specimens. Also called 

crystal violet 

genu /'d 3 enju:/ noun the knee 

genual /'d 3 enjuol/ adjective referring to the 

knee 

genucubital position /,d 3 enju: 
'kju:bit(o)l p9,ziJ(o)n/ noun the position of 
someone resting on their knees and elbows 
genupectoral position /.d^enjui 
'pektor(3)l po,ziJ(3)n/ noun the position of 
someone resting on their knees and upper 
chest 

genus /'d 3 iinos/ noun a category of related 
living organisms O A genus is divided into dif¬ 
ferent species, (note: The plural is genera.) 
genu valgum /,d 3 enju: 'vaelgom/ noun 

same as knock-knee 

genu varum /,d 3 enju: 'veorom/ noun same 

as bow legs 

geri- /d 3 eri/ prefix referring to old age 
geriatric /.dseri'astrik/ adjective 1 . referring 
to old people 2. specialising in the treatment of 
old people O geriatric unit 
geriatrician /.dserio'triJXojn/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in the treatment or study of 
diseases of old people 

geriatrics A^eri'setriks/ noun the study of 
the diseases and disorders of old people. Com¬ 
pare paediatrics 

germ /d33im/ noun 1 . a microorganism which 
causes a disease, e.g. a virus or bacterium 
( informal) O Germs are not visible to the naked 
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GIFT 


eye. 2. a part of an organism capable of devel¬ 
oping into a new organism 
German measles /,d33:mon 'mi:z(o)lz/ 
noun same as rubella 

germ cell /'d33:m sel/ noun a cell which is 
capable of developing into a spermatozoon or 
ovum. Also called gonocyte 
germinal /'d33:min(9)l/ adjective referring 
to an embryo 

germinal epithelium /,d33:minO)l epi 
'Biiliom/ noun the outer layer of the ovary 
germ layer /'d33im ,leia/ noun one of two or 
three layers of cells in animal embryos which 
form the organs of the body 
gerontologist /,d 3 eran'tDlad 3 ist/ noun a 
specialist in gerontology 
gerontology /,d 3 eran'tDlad 3 i/ noun the 
study of the process of ageing and the diseases 
of old people 

Gerstmann’s syndrome /'gsistmamz 
.sindroum/ noun a condition in which some¬ 
one no longer recognises his or her body im¬ 
age, cannot tell the difference between left and 
right, cannot recognise his or her different fin¬ 
gers and is unable to write 
Gesell’s developmental chart /ga.zels di 
,vel9p'ment(3)l tjait/ noun a chart showing 
the development of motor reactions and 
growth patterns in children 
gestate /d 3 e'steit/ verb to carry a baby in the 
womb from conception to birth 
gestation /d 3 e'steij(a)n/ nount. the process 
of development of a baby from conception to 
birth in the mother’s womb 2. same as gesta¬ 
tion period 

‘...evaluation of fetal age and weight has proved to 
be of value in the clinical management of pregnancy, 
particularly in high-risk gestations’ [Southern 
Medical Journal\ 

gestational age /d 3 e,steiJO)n(»l 'eid 3 / 
noun the age of a fetus, calculated from the 
mother’s last period to the date of birth 
gestational diabetes /d 3 e,steiJO)n(»l 
.daio'biitiiz/ noun a form of diabetes mellitus 
which develops in a pregnant woman 
gestation period /d 3 e'steiJ(o)n .pioriod/ 
noun the period, usually of 266 days, from 
conception to birth, during which the baby de¬ 
velops in the mother’s womb. Also called 
pregnancy 

gestodene /'d 3 estodi:n/ noun an oral con¬ 
traceptive 

get around /,get o'raund/ verb to move 
about O Since she had the accident she gets 
around using crutches. 

get better /.get 'beta/ verb 1. to become 
healthy again after being ill O He was serious¬ 
ly ill, but seems to be getting better. 2. (of an ill¬ 
ness) to stop or become less severe O Her cold 
has got better. 


get dressed / ( get 'drest/ verb to put your 
clothes on O This patient still needs helps to 
get dressed. 

get on with /.get 'on wid/ verb to continue 
to do some work O I must get on with the blood 
tests. 

get over /.get 'ouvo/ verb to become better 
after an illness or a shock O He got over his 
cold. O She never got over her mother’s death. 
getting on /.getir) 'Dn/ adjective becoming 
elderly O Her parents are getting on. 
get up /.get 'Ap/ verb 1. to stand up O Try to 
get up from your chair slowly and walk across 
the room. 2. to get out of bed O What time did 
you get up this morning? 
get well /.get 'wel/ verb to become healthy 
again after being ill O We hope your mother 
will get well soon. 

GFR abbr glomerular filtration rate 
G H abbr growth hormone 
Ghon’s focus /.gDnz 'foukos/ noun a spot 
on the lung produced by the tuberculosis bacil¬ 
lus [Described 1912. After Anton Ghon (1866- 
1936), Professor of Pathological Anatomy at 
Prague, Czech Republic.] 

Gl abbr gastrointestinal 
giant cell /,d 3 aiont 'sel/ noun a very large 
cell, e.g. an osteoclast or megakaryocyte 
giant-cell arteritis /,d 3 aiont sel ,a:to 
'raitis/ noun a disease of old people, which of¬ 
ten affects the arteries in the scalp 
giant hives /,d 3 aiont 'haivz/ noun a large 
flat white blister caused by an allergic reaction 
Giardia A^ii'aidio/ noun a microscopic pro¬ 
tozoan parasite which causes giardiasis 
giardiasis /.dsiiai'daiosis/ noun a disorder 
of the intestine caused by the parasite Giardia 
lamblia, usually with no symptoms, but in 
heavy infections the absorption of fat may be 
affected, causing diarrhoea. Also called lam- 
bliasis 

gibbosity /gi'bDsati/ noun a sharp angle in 
the curvature of the spine caused by the weak¬ 
ening of a vertebra as a result of tuberculosis 
of the backbone 

gibbus /'gibos/ noun same as gibbosity 
giddiness /'gidinos/ noun a condition in 
which someone has difficulty in standing up 
and keeping their balance because of a feeling 
that everything is turning around O He began 
to experience attacks of giddiness. 
giddy /'gidi/ adjective feeling that everything 
is turning round O She has had several giddy 
spells. 

GIFT /gift/ noun a procedure in which a sur¬ 
geon removes eggs from a woman’s ovary, 
mixes them with sperm and places them in one 
of her Fallopian tubes to help her conceive a 
child. Full form gamete intrafallopian trans¬ 
fer 
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gigantism 

gigantism /d 3 ai'g 2 entiz( 3 )m/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which someone grows very tall, caused 
by excessive production of growth hormone by 
the pituitary gland 

Gilbert’s syndrome /'gilbots .sindroum/ 
noun an inherited disorder where the liver does 
not deal with bilirubin correctly 

Gilles de la Tourette syndrome /, 3 k do lee 
tuo'ret .sindroum/ noun same as Tourette’s 
syndrome 

Gilliam’s operation /'giliomz Dpo.rei 
iJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct ret¬ 
roversion of the uterus [After David Tod Gilliam 
(1844-1923), physician, Columbus, Ohio, USA] 
gingiv- /d 3 ind 3 iv/ prefix referring to the 
gums 

gingiva /d 3 in'd 3 aivo/ noun same as gum 
(note: The plural is gingivae.) 
gingival /'d 3 ind 3 iv(o)l/ adjective relating to 
the gums 

gingivectomy /.dsindsi'vektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of excess gum tissue 
gingivitis /,d 3 ind 3 i'vaitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the gums as a result of bacterial infec¬ 
tion 

ginglymus /'d 3 ir)glimos/ noun a joint which 
allows movement in two directions only, e.g. 
the knee or elbow. Also called hinge joint. 
Compare ball and socket joint 
ginseng /'d 3 inseng/ noun a plant root wide¬ 
ly used as a tonic and a traditional Chinese 
herbal remedy 

gippy tummy /,d 3 ipi 'tAmi/ noun same as 
diarrhoea ( informal) 

girdle /'g3:d(o)l/ noun a set of bones making 
a ring or arch 

Girdlestone’s operation /'gsidolstounz 
Dp3,reiJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
lieve osteoarthritis of the hip [After Gathorne 
Robert Girdlestone (1881-1950), Nuffield Pro¬ 
fessor of Orthopaedics at Oxford, UK] 
give up /,giv 'Ap/ verb not to do something 
any more O He was advised to give up smok¬ 
ing. 

glabella /glo'belo/ noun a flat area of bone in 
the forehead between the eyebrows 
gladiolus /.glcedi'oulos/ noun the middle 
section of the sternum 

gland /glasnd/ noun an organ in the body con¬ 
taining cells that secrete substances such as 
hormones, sweat or saliva which act elsewhere 
glanders /'glaendoz/ noun a bacterial disease 
of horses, which can be caught by humans, 
with symptoms of high fever and inflamma¬ 
tion of the lymph nodes 
glandular /'glaendjulo/ adjective referring to 
glands 

glandular fever /.glasndjulo 'fi:vo/ noun 

same as infectious mononucleosis 


glans /gteenz/ noun a rounded part at the end 
of the penis or clitoris. See illustration at uro¬ 
genital system (male) in Supplement 
glare /gleo/ noun 1 . a long stare that expresses 
a negative emotion such as anger 2. an uncom¬ 
fortably or dazzlingly bright light 3. scattered 
bright light when examining something with a 
microscope ■ verb 1 . to stare angrily 2. to 
shine uncomfortably brightly 3. to be very ob¬ 
vious or conspicuous 

Glasgow coma scale /.glaisgou 'koumo 
,skeil/, Glasgow scoring system /.glaisgou 
'skoirig ,sistom/ noun a seven-point scale for 
evaluating someone’s level of consciousness 
glass eye /glais 'ai/ noun an artificial eye 
made of glass 

glaucoma /gloi'koumo/ noun a condition of 
the eyes, caused by unusually high pressure of 
fluid inside the eyeball, resulting in distur¬ 
bances of vision and blindness 
gleet /gli:t/ noun a thin discharge from the va¬ 
gina, penis, a wound or an ulcer 
glenohumeral /.gliinou'huimorol/ adjective 
referring to both the glenoid cavity and the hu¬ 
merus 

glenohumeral joint /.gliinou'huimorol 
d 30 int/ noun the shoulder joint 
glenoid /'gliinoid/ adjective shaped like a 
small shallow cup or socket 
glenoid cavity /,gli:noid 'kasviti/, glenoid 
fossa /.gliinoid 'fDsa/ noun a socket in the 
shoulder joint into which the head of the hu¬ 
merus fits 

glia/'gli :o/ noun connective tissue of the cen¬ 
tral nervous system, surrounding cell bodies, 
axons and dendrites. Also called neuroglia 
glial cell /'gliial sel/ noun a cell in the glia 
glial tissue /,gli: 3 l 'tiju:/ noun same as glia 
glibenclamide /gli'begkbmaid/ noun a 
sulphonylurea drug used to treat Type II diabe¬ 
tes mellitus 

gliclazide /'gliklszaid/ noun an antibacterial 
drug used to treat Type II diabetes mellitus 
glio- /glamu/ prefix referring to brain tissue 
glioblastoma /.glaiaublae'stsuma/ noun a 
rapidly developing malignant tumour of the 
glial tissue in the brain or spinal cord. Also 
called spongioblastoma 
glioma /glai'oums/ noun any tumour of the 
glial tissue in the brain or spinal cord 
gliomyoma /.glaisumai'sums/ noun a tu¬ 
mour of both the nerve and muscle tissue 
glipizide /'glipizaid/ noun a drug used to re¬ 
duce the glucose level in the blood 
Glisson’s capsule /,glis( 3 )nz 'ksepsjuil/ 
noun a tissue sheath in the liver containing the 
blood vessels [After Francis Glisson (1597- 
1677), philosopher, physician and anatomist at 
Cambridge and London, UK] 
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globin /'glaubin/ noun a protein which com¬ 
bines with other substances to form com¬ 
pounds such as haemoglobin and myoglobin 
globule /'glDbjuil/ noun a round drop, espe¬ 
cially of fat 

globulin /'glDbjulin/ noun a protein, present 
in blood, belonging to a group that includes 
antibodies 

globullnuria /.glDbjuli'njiraria/ noun the 
presence of globulins in the urine 
globus /'gloubos/ noun any ball-shaped part 
of the body 

globus hystericus /.gloubos hi'sterikos/ 
noun a feeling of not being able to swallow, 
caused by worry or embarrassment 
glomangioma /g^maendji'oumo/ noun a 
tumour of the skin at the ends of the fingers 
and toes 

glomerular /gln'merulo/ adjective referring 
to a glomerulus 

glomerular capsule /glc.meruta 
'kaepsjutl/ noun same as Bowman’s capsule 
glomerular filtration rate /glD,merub fil 
'treiJ(o)n reit/ noun the rate at which the kid¬ 
neys filter blood and remove waste matter 
glomerular tuft /glD.merulo 'tAft/ noun a 
group of blood vessels in the kidney which fil¬ 
ter the blood 

glomeruli /glD'meruli/ plural of glomerulus 
glomerulitis /glD,meru'laitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation causing lesions of glomeruli in the kid¬ 
ney 

glomerulonephritis /glD,merutauni 
'fraitis/ noun same as Bright’s disease 
glomerulus /glo'merubs/ noun a group of 
blood vessels which filter waste matter from 
the blood in a kidney (NOTE: The plural is 
glomeruli.) 

gloss- /gbs/ prefix same as glosso- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

glossa /'glDso/ noun same as tongue 
glossal /'glDs(o)l/ adjective relating to the 
tongue 

glossectomy /glD'sektomi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of the tongue 
GlOSSina /glD'saino/ noun a genus of Afri¬ 
can flies which cause trypanosomiasis, e.g. the 
tsetse fly 

glossitis /gb'saitis/ noun inflammation of 
the surface of the tongue 
glOSSO- /'gbsou/ prefix referring to the 
tongue 

glossodynia /,glDS3u'dinb/ noun pain in 
the tongue 

glossopharyngeal /.glDssufaerin'dsiial/ 

adjective relating to the tongue and pharynx 
glossopharyngeal nerve /.glDssufaerin 
'dgiial n3iv/ noun the ninth cranial nerve 
which controls the pharynx, the salivary 
glands and part of the tongue 


gluteal 

glossoplegia /,glDS9u'pli:d33/ noun paraly¬ 
sis of the tongue 

glossotomy /glD'sDtomi/ noun a surgical in¬ 
cision into the tongue 

glottis /'glDtis/ noun an opening in the larynx 
between the vocal cords, which forms the en¬ 
trance to the main airway from the pharynx 
glue- /gluik/ prefix referring to glucose 
glucagon /'gluikogDn/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the islets of Langerhans in the pan¬ 
creas, which increases the level of blood sugar 
by stimulating the breakdown of glycogen 
glucagonoma /.gluikogo'noumo/ noun a 
tumour of the cells of the pancreas that pro¬ 
duces glucagon 

glucocorticoid /.gluikou'koitikoid/ noun 
any corticosteroid which breaks down carbo¬ 
hydrates and fats for use by the body, produced 
by the adrenal cortex 

gluconeogenesis /.gluikou.niiou 

'd 3 enosis/ noun the production of glucose in 
the liver from protein or fat reserves 
glucose /'gluikouz/ noun a simple sugar 
found in some fruit, but also broken down 
from white sugar or carbohydrate and ab¬ 
sorbed into the body or secreted by the kid¬ 
neys. Also called dextrose 
comment: Combustion of glucose with oxy¬ 
gen to form carbon dioxide and water is the 
body’s main source of energy, 
glucose tolerance test /'gluikouz 
.tDlorons test/ noun a test for diabetes melli- 
tus, in which someone eats glucose and his or 
her urine and blood are tested at regular inter¬ 
vals. Abbr GTT 

glucosuria ^gluikou'sjuorio/ noun same as 

glycosuria 

glucuronic acid /.gluikjuromk 'zesid/ 
noun an acid formed by glucose that acts on bi¬ 
lirubin 

glue ear /glu: 'is/ noun a condition in which 
fluid forms behind the eardrum and causes 
deafness. Also called secretory otitis media 
glue-sniffing /'glu: ,smfig/ noun t solvent 
abuse 

glutamic acid /glui.tasmik 'assid/ noun an 
amino acid 

glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase 

/glui.tsemik Dksolouo.siitik trasns'asmif 
neiz/ noun an enzyme used to test for viral 
hepatitis 

glutamic pyruvic transaminase /glu: 
.tsemik pai,ru:vik trasns'cemineiz/ noun an 
enzyme produced in the liver and released into 
the blood if the liver is damaged 
glutaminase /glu:'taemineiz/ noun an en¬ 
zyme in the kidneys that helps to break down 
glutamine 

glutamine /'glu:tomi:n/ noun an amino acid 
gluteal /'glu:tiol/ adjective referring to the 
buttocks 
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gluteal artery /'gluttisl ,a:t3ri/ noun one of 
the two arteries supplying the buttocks, the in¬ 
ferior gluteal artery or the superior gluteal 
artery 

gluteal muscle /'gluttial ,mAs(3)l/ noun a 
muscle in the buttock. 0 gluteus 
gluteal vein /'gluttial vein/ noun one of two 
veins draining the buttocks, the inferior glu¬ 
teal vein and the superior gluteal vein 
gluten /'glu:t(3)n/ noun a protein found in 
some cereals, which makes the grains form a 
sticky paste when water is added 
gluten enteropathy same as gluten-in¬ 
duced enteropathy 

gluten-free diet/,glu:t(3)nfri: 'daiot/ noun 
a diet containing only food containing no glu¬ 
ten 

gluten-induced enteropathy /,glu:t(3)n 
in,djuist ,ent3'rDp30i/ noun 1. an allergic 
disease mainly affecting children, in which the 
lining of the intestine is sensitive to gluten, 
preventing the small intestine from digesting 
fat 2. a condition in adults where the villi in the 
intestine become smaller and so reduce the 
surface which can absorb nutrients (NOTE: 
Symptoms include a swollen abdomen, pale di¬ 
arrhoea, abdominal pains and anaemia.) ► also 
called coeliac disease 

gluteus /'gluitias/ noun one of three muscles 
in the buttocks, responsible for movements of 
the hip. The largest is the gluteus maximus, 
while the gluteus medius and gluteus min¬ 
imus are smaller. 

glyc- /glaik/ prefix same as glyco- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

glycaemia /glai'siimia/ noun the level of 
glucose found in the blood, i) hypoglycaemia, 
hyperglycaemia 

glycerin /'glissrm/, glycerine, glycerol / 

glisornl/ noun a colourless viscous sweet¬ 
tasting liquid present in all fats (NOTE: Synthet¬ 
ic glycerin is used in various medicinal prepara¬ 
tions and also as a lubricant in items such as 
toothpaste and cough medicines.) 
glycine /'glaisim/ noun an amino acid 
glyco- /glaiksu/ prefix referring to sugar 
glycocholic acid ^glaiksukolik 'aesid/ 
noun one of the bile acids 
glycogen /'glaik3d33n/ noun a type of 
starch, converted from glucose by the action of 
insulin, and stored in the liver as a source of 
energy 

glycogenesis /,glaik3u'd3en3sis/ noun the 
process by which glucose is converted into 
glycogen in the liver 

glycogenolysis /,glaik3ud33'nDl3sis/ 
noun the process by which glycogen is broken 
down to form glucose 

glycolysis /glai'kobsis/ noun the metabolic 
breakdown of glucose to release energy 


glycoside /'glaiksusaid/ noun a chemical 
compound of a type which is formed from a 
simple sugar and another compound (NOTE: 
Many of the drugs produced from plants are gly¬ 
cosides.) 

glycosuria /,glaik3u'sju3ri3/ noun a high 
level of sugar in the urine, a symptom of dia¬ 
betes mellitus 

GMC abbr General Medical Council 
gnathic /'naeOik/ adjective referring to the 
jaw 

gnathoplasty /'naeGau.plaesti/ noun surgery 
on the jaw 

gnawing /'notig/ adjective referring to a 
physical or emotional feeling that is persistent 
and uncomfortable O a gnawing pain O gnaw¬ 
ing anxiety 

goblet cell /'goblat sel/ noun a tube-shaped 
cell in the epithelium which secretes mucus 
GOC abbr General Optical Council 
go down /,gou 'daun/ verb to become small¬ 
er O The swelling has started to go down. O 
The blood sugar level went down. 
goitre /'goits/ noun an excessive enlargement 
of the thyroid gland, seen as a swelling round 
the neck, caused by a lack of iodine (NOTE: The 
US spelling is goiter.) 

goitrogen /'goitrsdgon/ noun a substance 
which causes goitre 

gold goo Id/ noun a soft yellow-coloured pre¬ 
cious metal, used as a compound in various 
drugs, and sometimes as a filling for teeth 
(note: The chemical symbol is Au.) 

golden eye ointment /,g3uld(3)n 'ai 
.ointmont/ noun a yellow ointment, made of 
an oxide of mercury, used to treat inflamma¬ 
tion of the eyelids 

gold injection /'gooId mylgekj'on/ noun an 
injection of a solution containing gold, used to 
relieve rheumatoid arthritis 
golfer’s elbow /,golf3Z elboo/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the tendons of the elbow 
Golgi apparatus /'gtvld 3 i aepa.reitas/ noun 
a folded membranous structure inside the cell 
cytoplasm which stores and transports en¬ 
zymes and hormones [Described 1898. After 
Camillo Golgi (1843-1926), Professor of Histol¬ 
ogy and later Rector of the University of Pavia, It¬ 
aly. In 1906 he shared the Nobel Prize with San¬ 
tiago Ramon y Cajal for work on the nervous 
system.] 

Golgi cell /'gDld 3 i ,sel/ noun a type of nerve 
cell in the central nervous system, either with 
long axons (Golgi Type 1) or without axons 
(Golgi Type 2) 

gomphosis /gom'fausis/ noun a joint which 
cannot move, like that between a tooth and the 
jaw 

gonad /'gaunaed/ noun a sex gland which 
produces gametes and also sex hormones, e.g. 
a testicle in males or an ovary in females 



gonadotrophic hormone /.gaunactau.trD 

fik ho: moon noun one of two hormones, the 
follicle-stimulating hormone and the luteinis- 
ing hormone, produced by the anterior pitui¬ 
tary gland which have an effect on the ovaries 
in females and on the testes in males 
gonadotrophin ^gounodou'troufin/ noun 
any of a group of hormones produced by the 
pituitary gland which stimulates the sex glands 
at puberty. i> human chorionic gonadotrophin 
(note: The US spelling is gonadotropin.) 
gonagra /gD'ntegro/ noun a form of gout 
which occurs in the knees 
goni- /gouni/ prefix same as gonio- (used be¬ 
fore a vowel) 

gonio- /gounioo/ prefix referring to an angle 
gonion /'gsunkm/ noun the outer point at 
which the lower jawbone angles upwards 
goniopuncture /'gauniat^pAgktJs/ noun a 
surgical operation for draining fluid from the 
eyes of someone who has glaucoma 
gonioscope /'gounioskoup/ noun a lens for 
measuring the angle of the front part of the eye 
goniotomy ^gouni'Dtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to treat glaucoma by cutting Sch- 
lemm’s canal 

gonococcal /.gDns'kDktajl/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to gonococcus 

gonococcus /^Dns'kDkas/ noun a type of 
bacterium. Neisseria gonorrhoea, which caus¬ 
es gonorrhoea (note: The plural is gonococci.) 
gonocyte /'gDnssait/ noun same as germ 
cell 

gonorrhoea /.gDno'riro/ noun a sexually 
transmitted disease which produces painful ir¬ 
ritation of the mucous membrane and a watery 
discharge from the vagina or penis 
gonorrhoeal /^Dno'riml/ adjective referring 
to gonorrhoea 

Goodpasture’s syndrome /gud'paistjoz 
smdrnom/ noun a rare lung disease in which 
someone coughs up blood, is anaemic, and 
may have kidney failure [Described 1919. After 
Ernest William Goodpasture (1886-1960), US 
pathologist.] 

goose bumps /'guts bAmps/, goose flesh / 

'guts fleJ7, goose pimples /'guts ,pimp(3)lz/ 
noun a reaction of the skin when someone is 
cold or frightened, the skin being raised into 
many little bumps by the action of the arrector 
pili muscles. Also called cutis anserina 
Gordh needle /'gotd ni:d(o)l/ noun a nee¬ 
dle with a bag attached, so that several injec¬ 
tions can be made one after the other 
gorget /' go:d 3 it/ noun a surgical instrument 
used to remove stones from the bladder 
gouge /gaud’ll noun a surgical instrument 
like a chisel, used to cut bone 
goundou /'guindu:/ noun a condition caused 
by yaws, in which growths form on either side 
of the nose 
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> gout /gaut/ noun a disease in which unusual 
5 quantities of uric acid are produced and form 

crystals in the cartilage round joints. Also 
called podagra 

> comment: Gout was formerly associated with 
drinking strong wines such as port, but is now 
believed to arise in three ways: excess uric 
acid in the diet, overproduction of uric acid in 
the body and inadequate excretion of uric ac- 

* id. It is likely that both overproduction and in- 
i adequate excretion are due to inherited bio¬ 
chemical developments. Excess intake of al- 

t cohol can provoke an attack by interfering 
with the excretion of uric acid, 
gown /gaun/ noun a long robe worn over oth¬ 
er clothes to protect them O The surgeons were 
wearing green gowns. O The patient was 
dressed in a theatre gown, ready to go to the 
1 operating theatre. 

GP abbr general practitioner 
1 GP co-op /,d 3 i: 'pi: kou ,Dp/ noun a group of 

‘ GPs who work together to provide out-of- 

hours care without making any profit 
gr symbol grain 

Graafian follicle /.graefion 'fDlik(9)l/ noun 

* same as ovarian follicle [After Reijnier de Graaf 
(1641-73), Dutch physician] 

gracilis /'greisilis/ noun a thin muscle run¬ 
ning down the inside of the leg from the top of 
the leg down to the top of the tibia 
graduated /'gr£ed 3 ueitid/ adjective with 
marks showing various degrees or levels O a 
) graduated measuring jar 

1 Graefe’s knife /'grefoz ,naif/ noun a sharp 

knife used in operations on cataracts [After 
' Friedrich Wilhelm Ernst Albrecht von Graefe 

(1828-70), Professor of Ophthalmology in Ber- 
' lin, Germany] 

graft /graift/ noun 1 . the act of transplanting 

> an organ or tissue to replace one which is not 
functioning or which is diseased O a skin graft 

- 2. an organ or tissue which is transplanted O 

i The corneal graft was successful. O The pa- 
l tient was given drugs to prevent the graft being 
r rejected. ■ verb to take a healthy organ or tis- 
» sue and transplant it in place of diseased or 
malfunctioning organ or tissue O The surgeons 
/ grafted a new section of bone at the side of the 
skull. } autograft, homograft 
graft versus host disease /.graift ,v3:sos 
'houst di,zi:z/ noun a condition which devel¬ 
ops when cells from the grafted tissue react 
against the person’s own tissue, causing skin 
disorders. Abbr GVHD 

grain /grein/ noun 1 . a very small piece of 
something hard such as salt 2. a measure of 
weight equal to 0.0648 grams. Symbol gr 
-gram /graem/ suffix a record in the form of a 
picture 

Gram-negative bacterium /graem 
'negotiv baek.tioriom/ noun a bacterium 
which takes up the red counterstain, after the 
alcohol has washed out the first violet dye 
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Gram-positive bacterium 

Gram-positive bacterium /greem 'pDzitiv 
beek.tisrism/ noun a bacterium which retains 
violet dye and appears blue-black when 
viewed under the microscope 
Gram’s stain /grasmz 'stein/ noun a method 
of staining bacteria so that they can be identi¬ 
fied [Described 1884. After Hans Christian 
Joachim Gram (1853-1938), Professor of Medi¬ 
cine in Copenhagen, Denmark. He discovered 
the stain by accident as a student in Berlin, Ger¬ 
many.] 

comment: The tissue sample is first stained 
with a violet dye, treated with alcohol, and 
then counterstained with a red dye. 
grand mal /.gran 'meel/ noun a type of epi¬ 
lepsy, in which someone becomes uncon¬ 
scious and falls down, while the muscles be¬ 
come stiff and twitch violently 
grand multiparity /.graen .mAlti'peeriti/ 
noun the fact of having given birth to more 
than four children 

granular /'greenjuls/ adjective made up of 
granules 

granular cast /.graenjuls 'kaist/ noun a cast 
composed of cells filled with protein and fatty 
granules 

granular leucocyte /.greenjuls Tuikssait/ 
noun same as granulocyte 

granulation / l graenju'leiJ'(o)n/ noun the for¬ 
mation of rough red tissue on the surface of a 
wound or site of infection, the first stage in the 
healing process 

granulation tissue /,graenju'leif(3)n 
,tiju:/ noun soft tissue, consisting mainly of 
tiny blood vessels and fibres, which forms over 
a wound 

granule /'greenjuil/ noun a very small piece 
of something hard 

granulocyte /'greenjulssait/ noun a type of 
leucocyte or white blood cell which contains 
granules, e.g. a basophil, eosinophil or neu¬ 
trophil 

granulocytopenia /.greenjulsu.saitsu 
'piinis/ noun a usually fatal disease caused by 
the lowering of the number of granulocytes in 
the blood due to bone marrow malfunction 
granuloma /.greenju'lsums/ noun a mass of 
granulation tissue which forms at the site of 
bacterial infections (note: The plural is granu- 
lomata or granulomas.) 
granuloma inguinale /greenju.lsums 
.irjgwi'neili/ noun a sexually transmitted dis¬ 
ease affecting the anus and genitals in which 
the skin becomes covered with ulcers, usually 
occurring in the tropics 
granulomatosis /.greenjulsums'tsusis/ 
noun persistent inflammation leading to the 
formation of nodules 

granulopoiesis /.greenjuilsupoi'iisis/ 
noun the normal production of granulocytes in 
the bone marrow 


graph /graif/ noun a diagram which shows 
the relationship between quantities as a line 
graph- /graef/ prefix writing 
-graph /graif/ suffix a machine which records 
something as pictures 

-grapher /grsfs/ suffix a technician who oper¬ 
ates a machine which records 
-graphy /grsfi/ suffix the technique of study 
through pictures 

grattage /gras't 0 : 3 / noun a procedure that in¬ 
volves scraping the surface of an ulcer which 
is healing slowly to make it heal more rapidly 
gravel /'greev(s)l/ noun small stones which 
pass from the kidney to the urinary system, 
causing pain in the ureter 
Graves’ disease /'greivz di.ziiz/ noun 
same as exophthalmic goitre [Described 1835. 
After Robert James Graves (1796-1853), Irish 
physician at the Meath Hospital, Dublin, Ireland, 
where he was responsible for introducing clinical 
ward work for medical students.] 
gravid /'graevid/ adjective pregnant 
gravides multiparae /.greevidiiz ,mAlti 
'pairi:/ plural noun women who have given 
birth to at least four live babies 
gravity /'grasviti/ noun the importance or po¬ 
tential danger of a disease or situation 
Grawitz tumour /'graivits .tjuims/ noun a 
malignant tumour in kidney cells [Described 
1883. After Paul Albert Grawitz (1850-1932), 
Professor of Pathology at Greifswald, Germany.] 
gray /grei/ noun an SI unit of measurement of 
absorbed radiation equal to 100 rads. Symbol 
Gy. i> rad 

graze /greiz/ noun a scrape on the skin sur¬ 
face, making some blood flow ■ verb to scrape 
the skin surface accidentally 
great cerebral vein /.greit 'sersbrsl vein/ 
noun a median vein draining the choroid plex¬ 
uses of the lateral and third ventricles 
greater curvature /.greits 'k3ivstjs/ noun 
a convex line of the stomach 
greater vestibular glands /.greits ve'stibl 
juls glaendz/ noun same as Bartholin’s glands 
great toe /'greit tsu/ noun same as big toe 
green monkey disease /.griin 'mArjki di 
,zi:z/ noun same as Marburg disease 
greenstick fracture /'griinstik .fraektjs/ 
noun a type of fracture occurring in children, 
where a long bone bends, but is not completely 
broken 

grey commissure /grei 'kmnisjus/ noun 
part of the grey matter nearest to the central ca¬ 
nal of the spinal cord, where axons cross over 
each other 

grey matter /'grei .meets/ noun nerve tissue 
which is of a dark grey colour and forms part 
of the central nervous system 
comment: In the brain, grey matter encloses 
the white matter, but in the spinal cord, white 
matter encloses the grey matter. 
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grief counsellor /'griif ,kauns(3)lo/ noun a 
person who helps someone to cope with the 
feelings they have when someone such as a 
close relative dies 

Griffith’s types /'grifiGs ,taips/ noun vari¬ 
ous types of haemolytic streptococci, classi¬ 
fied according to the antigens present in them 
gripe water /'graip ,waits/ noun a solution 
of glucose and alcohol, used to relieve abdom¬ 
inal pains in babies 

griping /'graipig/ adjective referring to stom¬ 
ach pains that are sudden, sharp and intense 
grocer’s itch /.grousoz 'itJ7 noun a form of 
dermatitis on the hands caused by handling 
flour and sugar 

groin /groin/ noun a junction at each side of 
the body where the lower abdomen joins the 
top of the thighs O He had a dull pain in his 
groin, (note: For other terms referring to the 
groin, see inguinal.) 

grommet /'gromit/ noun a tube which can be 
passed from the external auditory meatus into 
the middle ear, usually to allow fluid to drain 
off, as in someone who has glue ear 
gross anatomy /.grous o'nsetomi/ noun the 
study of the structure of the body that can be 
seen without the use of a microscope 
ground substance /.graund 'sAbstons/ 
noun same as matrix 

group /gruip/ noun several people, animals or 
things which are all close together O A group 
of patients were waiting in the surgery. ■ verb 
to bring things or people together in a group, 
or come together in a group O The drugs are 
grouped under the heading ‘antibiotics'. 
group practice /,gru:p 'praektis/ noun a 
medical practice where several doctors or den¬ 
tists share the same office building and support 
services 

group therapy /.gruip 'Geropi/ noun a type 
of psychotherapy where a group of people 
with the same disorder meet together with a 
therapist to discuss their condition and try to 
help each other 

growing pains /'grouig peinz/ plural noun 
pains associated with adolescence, which can 
be a form of rheumatic fever 
growth /grouG/ noun 1. the process of in¬ 
creasing in size O the growth in the population 
since 1960 O The disease stunts children's 
growth. 2. a cyst or tumour O The doctor found 
a cancerous growth on the left breast. O He 
had an operation to remove a small growth 
from his chin. 

growth factor /'grouG .faekto/ noun a chem¬ 
ical, especially a polypeptide, produced in the 
body which encourages particular cells to 
grow O a nerve growth factor 
growth hormone /'grouG .hoimoun/ noun a 
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland during 
deep sleep, which stimulates growth of the 


gut 

long bones and protein synthesis. Also called 

somatropin 

grumbling appendix /.grAmblip a 
'pendiks/ noun a vermiform appendix that is 
always slightly inflamed (informal) 0 chronic 
appendicitis 

GTT abbr glucose tolerance test 
GU abbr 1 . gastric ulcer 2. genitourinary 
guanine /'gwainiin/ noun one of the four ba¬ 
sic chemicals in DNA 

guardian ad litem /.gaidion £ed 'liitom/ 
noun a person who acts on behalf of a minor 
who is a defendant in a court case 
guardian Caldicott /.gaidion koildikDt/ 
noun in the UK, a person appointed by a hos¬ 
pital or Health Trust to make sure that infor¬ 
mation about patients is kept confidential, fol¬ 
lowing the Caldicott Report of 1997 
gubernaculum /.guibo'nagkjulom/ noun in 
a fetus, fibrous tissue connecting the testes (the 
gonads) to the groin 

Guillain-Barre syndrome /,gi:jgen 'bserei 
jSindroum/ noun a nervous disorder in which, 
after a non-specific infection, demyelination 
of the spinal roots and peripheral nerves takes 
place, leading to generalised weakness and 
sometimes respiratory paralysis. Also called 
Landry’s paralysis [Described 1916. After 
Georges Guillain (1876-1961), Professor of 
Neurology in Paris, France, Jean Alexandre Bar- 
re (1880-1967), Professor of Neurology in 
Strasbourg, France.] 

guillotine /'gilotiin/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment for cutting out tonsils 
guinea worm /'gini W3im/ noun same as 

Dracunculus 

Gulf War syndrome /gAlf 'wo: .sindroum/ 
noun a collection of unexplained symptoms, 
including fatigue, skin disorders, and muscle 
pains, affecting some soldiers who fought in 
the Gulf War in 1991 
gullet /'gAlit/ noun same as oesophagus 
gum /gAm/ noun the soft tissue covering the 
part of the jaw which surrounds the teeth O 
Her gums are red and inflamed. O A build-up 
of tartar can lead to gum disease. Also called 
gingiva (note: For other terms referring to the 
gums, see words beginning with gingiv-.) 
gumboil /'gAmboil/ noun an abscess on the 
gum near a tooth 

gumma /'gAmo/ noun an abscess of dead tis¬ 
sue and overgrown scar tissue, which develops 
in the later stages of syphilis 
gustation /gA'steiJ(o)n/ noun the act of tast¬ 
ing 

gustatory /'gASt9t(3)ri/ adjective referring 
to the sense of taste 

gut /gAt/ noun 1. the tubular organ for the di¬ 
gestion and absorption of food. Also called in¬ 
testine 2. a type of thread, made from the in¬ 
testines of sheep. It is used to sew up internal 
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incisions and dissolves slowly so does not 
need to be removed. i> catgut 
Guthrie test /'gA0ri test/ noun a test used on 
babies to detect the presence of phenylketonu¬ 
ria [After R. Guthrie (b. 1916), US paediatrician.] 
gutta /'gAto/ noun a drop of liquid, as used in 
treatment of the eyes (note: The plural is gut- 
tae.) 

gutter splint /'gAto splint/ noun a shaped 
container in which a broken limb can rest with¬ 
out being completely surrounded 
GVHD abbr graft versus host disease 
gyn- /gain/ prefix same as gynae- ( used before 
a vowel) 

gynae- /garni / prefix referring to women 
(note: In US English words beginning with gy¬ 
nae- are spelled gyne-.) 


gynaecological /.gaimko'lodsikCo)!/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the treatment of diseases of 
women 

gynaecologist /.gaim'kDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in the treatment of dis¬ 
eases of women 

gynaecology /gaim'kDlod 3 i/ noun the study 
of female sex organs and the treatment of dis¬ 
eases of women in general 
gynaecomastia ^gainiko'masstio/ noun 
the unusual development of breasts in a male 
gyne /'garni/ same as gynaecology, gynaeco¬ 
logical ( informal ) O a gyne appointment 
gypsum /'d3ips9m/ noun calcium sulphate, 
used as plaster of Paris 

gyrus /'d3ai3ros/ noun a raised part of the 
cerebral cortex between the sulci 



H2-receptor antagonist /.eitj tu: ri 
'septor sen.taegomst/ noun a drug that inhib¬ 
its the production of stomach acid and so re¬ 
lieves indigestion and gastric ulcers 
HA abbr health authority 
habit /'haebit/ noun 1 . an action which is an 
automatic response to a stimulus 2. a regular 
way of doing something O He got into the hab¬ 
it of swimming every day before breakfast. O 
She’s got out of the habit of taking any exer¬ 
cise. □ from force of habit because you do it 
regularly O I wake up at 6 o’clock from force 
of habit. 

habit-forming /'haebit .foimig/ adjective 
making someone addicted 
habit-forming drug /'haebit .foimip drAg/ 
noun a drug which is addictive 
habitual /ho'bitjuol/ adjective done fre¬ 
quently or as a matter of habit 
habitual abortion /ho.bitjuol o'bo:J(3)n/ 
noun a condition in which a woman has abor¬ 
tions with successive pregnancies 
habituation /ho l bitJu'eiJ'(9)n/ noun the fact 
of being psychologically but not physically ad¬ 
dicted to or dependent on a drug, alcohol or 
other substance 

habitus /'haebitos/ noun the general physical 
appearance of a person, including build and 
posture 

hacking cough /.haekig 'kDf/ noun a contin¬ 
uous short dry cough 

haem /hi:m/ noun a molecule containing iron 
which binds proteins to form haemoproteins 
such as haemoglobin and myoglobin 
haem- /hi:m/ prefix same as haemo- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) (note: In US English, words begin¬ 
ning with the prefix haem- are spelled hem-.) 
haemagglutination /.hiimogluiti'neiJXojn/ 
noun the clumping of red blood cells, often 
used to test for the presence of antibodies 
haemangioma ^hiimaendsi'oumo/ noun a 
harmless tumour which forms in blood vessels 
and appears on the skin as a birthmark 
haemarthrosis ^hiimai'Grousis/ noun pain 
and swelling caused by blood leaking into a 
joint 


haematemesis /.hiimo'temosis/ noun a 
condition in which someone vomits blood, 
usually because of internal bleeding 
haematic /hii'maetik/ adjective referring to 
blood 

haematin /'hiimotin/ noun a substance 
which forms from haemoglobin when bleed¬ 
ing takes place 

haematinic /.hiimo'tmik/ noun a drug 
which increases haemoglobin in blood, used to 
treat anaemia, e.g. an iron compound 
haemato- /hiimotou/ prefix referring to 
blood 

haematocoele /'hiimotousiil/, haema- 
tocele noun a swelling caused by blood leak¬ 
ing into a cavity, especially the scrotum 
haematocolpos /.hiimotou'kDlpos/ noun a 
condition in which the vagina is filled with 
blood at menstruation because the hymen has 
no opening 

haematocrit /'hiimotoukrit/ noun 1 . same 
as packed cell volume 2. an instrument for 
measuring haematocrit 

haematocyst /'hiimotousist/ noun a cyst 
which contains blood 

haematogenous ^hiimo'tDdgonos/ adjec¬ 
tive 1. producing blood 2. produced by blood 
haematological /,hi:mot3u'lDd3ik(9)l/ ad¬ 
jective referring to haematology 
haematologist /.hiimo'tDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in haematology 
haematology /.hiimo'tDlodsi/ noun the sci¬ 
entific study of blood, its formation and its dis¬ 
eases 

haematoma ^hiimo'toumo/ noun a mass of 
blood under the skin caused by a blow or by 
the effects of an operation 
haematometra /.hiimo'tDmitro/ noun 1. 
excessive bleeding in the uterus 2. a swollen 
uterus, caused by haematocolpos 
haematomyelia /.hiimotoumai'iilio/ noun 
a condition in which blood leaks into the spi¬ 
nal cord 

haematopoiesis /.hirmotoupoi'iisis/ noun 

same as haemopoiesis 
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haematoporphyrin 

haematoporphyrin /.hkmotou'potforin/ 
noun porphyrin produced from haemoglobin 
haematosalpinx /.hrimotou'saslpirjks/ 
noun same as haemosalpinx 
haematospermia /.hiimzetou'spsimio/ 
noun the presence of blood in the sperm 
haematozoon /.hiimotou'zouDn/ noun a 
parasite living in the blood (note: The plural is 
haematozoa.) 

haematuria /.hiimo'tjuorio/ noun the unu¬ 
sual presence of blood in the urine, as a result 
of injury or disease of the kidney or bladder 
haem in /'hi: min/ noun a salt derived from 
haemoglobin, used in the treatment of porphy¬ 
ria 

haemo- /hiimou/ prefix referring to blood 
haemochromatosis /.hiimoukroumo 
'tousis/ noun an inherited disease in which the 
body absorbs and stores too much iron, caus¬ 
ing cirrhosis of the liver and giving the skin a 
dark colour. Also called bronze diabetes 
haemoconcentration /.hiimou.kDnson 
'treiJ(o)n/ noun an increase in the percentage 
of red blood cells because the volume of plas¬ 
ma is reduced. Compare haemodilution 
haemocytoblast /.hiimou'saitoubkest/ 
noun an embryonic blood cell in the bone mar¬ 
row from which red and white blood cells and 
platelets develop 

haemocytometer /.hiimousai'tomito/ 
noun a glass jar in which a sample of blood is 
diluted and the blood cells counted 
haemodialyse ^hiimou'daiolaiz/ verb to 
remove waste matter from the blood using a 
dialyser (kidney machine) 
haemodialysed patient /.hiimou 
daiolaizd 'peiJ(o)nt/ noun someone who has 
undergone haemodialysis 
haemodialysis /.hiimoudai'aelosis/ noun 
same as kidney dialysis 
haemodilution /.hiimoudai'luiJXojn/ noun 
a decrease in the percentage of red blood cells 
because the volume of plasma has increased. 
Compare haemoconcentration 
haemoglobin /.hiimou'gloubin/ noun a red 
respiratory pigment formed of haem and glob- 
in in red blood cells which gives blood its red 
colour. It absorbs oxygen in the lungs and car¬ 
ries it in the blood to the tissues. Abbr Hb. b ox- 
yhaemoglobin, carboxyhaemoglobin 
haemoglobinaemia /.hiimougloubi 

'niimio/ noun a condition in which haemo¬ 
globin is found in blood plasma 
haemoglobinopathy /.hiimougloubi 

'nopoGi/ noun an inherited disease of a group 
which result from damaging variations in the 
production of haemoglobin, e.g. sickle-cell 
anaemia 

haemoglobinuria /.hiimougloubi'njuorio/ 
noun a condition in which haemoglobin is 
found in the urine 


haemogram /'hiimougragm/ noun the print¬ 
ed result of a blood test 
haemolysin /.hiimou'laisin/ noun a protein 
which destroys red blood cells 
haemolysis /hii'molosis/ noun the destruc¬ 
tion of red blood cells 

haemolytic /.hiimou'litik/ adjective de¬ 
stroying red blood cells ■ noun a substance 
which destroys red blood cells, e.g. snake ven¬ 
om 

haemolytic anaemia /.hiimolitik o 
'niimio/ noun a condition in which the de¬ 
struction of red blood cells is about six times 
the usual rate, and the supply of new cells from 
the bone marrow cannot meet the demand 
haemolytic disease of the newborn / 
.hiimoulitik di,zi:z ov do 'njuiboin/ noun a 
condition in which the red blood cells of the 
fetus are destroyed because antibodies in the 
mother’s blood react against them 
haemolytic jaundice /.hiimoulitik 
'd3o:ndis/ noun jaundice caused by haemoly¬ 
sis of the red blood cells. Also called prehe- 
patic jaundice 

haemolytic uraemic syndrome / 

,hi:moulitik ju'riimik .sindroum/ noun a 
condition in which haemolytic anaemia dam¬ 
ages the kidneys 

haemopericardium /,hi:mouperi'ka:diom/ 
noun a condition in which blood is found in the 
pericardium 

haemoperitoneum /.hhmauperito'nhom/ 
noun a condition in which blood is found in the 
peritoneal cavity 

haemophilia /.hiimo'filio/ noun a disorder 
linked to a recessive gene on the X-chromo- 
some in which the blood clots much more 
slowly than usual, resulting in extensive bleed¬ 
ing from even minor injuries. The gene is 
passed by women to their male children and 
the disorder is seen almost exclusively in boys, 
haemophilia A /.hiimoufilio 'ei/ noun the 
most common type of haemophilia, in which 
the inability to synthesise Factor VIII, a pro¬ 
tein that promotes blood clotting, means that 
the blood clots very slowly 
haemophilia B ^hhmofilio 'bi:/ noun a less 
common type of haemophilia, in which the in¬ 
ability to synthesise Factor IX, a protein that 
promotes blood clotting, means that the blood 
clots very slowly. Also called Christmas dis¬ 
ease 

haemophiliac /.hhmo'filiaek/ noun a person 
who has haemophilia 

haemophilic ^hiimou'filik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to haemophilia 

Haemophilus /hii'mofilos/ noun a genus of 
bacteria which needs specific factors in the 
blood to grow 

Haemophilus influenzae/hi:.mofibs ,inl 
flu'enzo/ noun a bacterium which lives in 
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healthy throats, but which can cause pneumo¬ 
nia if a person’s resistance is lowered by a bout 
of flu 

Haemophilus influenzae type b /hii.niD 
fibs influ.enzo taip 'bi:/ noun a bacterium 
which causes meningitis. Abbr Hib 
haemophthalmia /.hiiniDf'Ggelmb/ noun a 
condition in which blood is found in the vitre¬ 
ous humour of the eye 

haemopneumothorax /.hiimou.njuimou 
'Goirasks/ noun same as pneumohaemothorax 
haemopoiesis /.hiimoupoi'iisis/ noun the 
continual production of blood cells and blood 
platelets in the bone marrow. Also called 
blood formation 

haemopoietic /.hiimoupoi'etik/ adjective 
referring to the formation of blood in the bone 
marrow 

haemoptysis /hii'moptosis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which someone coughs blood from the 
lungs, caused by a serious illness such as anae¬ 
mia, pneumonia, tuberculosis or cancer 
haemorrhage /'hem(o)rid3/ noun the loss of 
a large quantity of blood, especially from a 
burst blood vessel O He died of a brain haem¬ 
orrhage. ■ verb to bleed heavily O The injured 
man was haemorrhaging from the mouth. 
haemorrhagic /.hemo'rsedsik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to heavy bleeding 
haemorrhagic disease of the newborn / 
,hem 9 r£ed 3 ik di.ziiz ov do 'njuiboin/ noun a 
disease of newly born babies, which makes 
them haemorrhage easily, caused by tempo¬ 
rary lack of prothrombin 
haemorrhagic disorder /hemo,r2ed3ik 
dis'oido/ noun a disorder in which haemor¬ 
rhages occur, e.g. haemophilia 
haemorrhagic fever /,hemor£ed3ik 'fiivo/ 
noun a viral infection that results in profuse in¬ 
ternal bleeding from the capillaries, e.g. den¬ 
gue or Ebola 

haemorrhagic stroke /,hemor2ed3ik 
'strouk/ noun a stroke caused by a burst blood 
vessel 

haemorrhoidal /.hemo'roidol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to haemorrhoids 
haemorrhoidectomy /.hemoroi'dektomi/ 
noun the surgical removal of haemorrhoids 
haemorrhoids /'hemoroidz/ plural noun 
swollen veins in the anorectal passage. Also 
called piles 

haemosalpinx /hiimou'sselpirjks/ noun the 
accumulation of blood in the Fallopian tubes 
haemosiderosis /.hiimousido'rousis/ 
noun a disorder in which iron forms large de¬ 
posits in the tissue, causing haemorrhaging 
and destruction of red blood cells 
haemostasis /.hiimou'steisis/ noun the 
process of stopping bleeding or slowing the 
movement of blood 


haemostat /'hiimoustast/ noun a device 
which stops bleeding, e.g. a clamp 
haemostatic /.hiimou'stcetik/ adjective 
stopping bleeding ■ noun a drug which stops 
bleeding 

haemothorax /.hiimou'Goiraeks/ noun a 
condition in which blood is found in the pleu¬ 
ral cavity 

Hageman factor /'hcngomon ,faskt9/ noun 

same as Factor XII 

HAI abbr Hospital Acquired Infection 
hair cell /'heo sel/ noun a receptor cell which 
converts fluid pressure changes into nerve im¬ 
pulses carried in the auditory nerve (note: For 
other terms referring to hair, see words begin¬ 
ning with pilo-, trich-, tricho-.) 
hair follicle /'heo ,fDlik(9)l/ noun the cells 
and tissue that surround the root of a hair 
hairline fracture /'heolain ,fraektJo/ noun a 
very slight crack in a bone caused by injury 
hair papilla /heo po'pilo/ noun a part of the 
skin containing capillaries which feed blood to 
the hair 

hairy cell leukaemia /.heori sel lu: 
'kiomio/ noun a form of leukaemia in which 
white blood cells have fine projections 
half-life /'half laif/ noun 1 . a measurement of 
the period of time taken before the concentra¬ 
tion of a drug has reached half of what it was 
when it was administered 2. the time taken for 
half the atoms in a radioactive isotope to decay 
halitosis /.hseli'tousis/ noun a condition in 
which a person has breath which smells un¬ 
pleasant. Also called bad breath 
comment: Halitosis can have several causes: 
caries in the teeth, infection of the gums, and 
indigestion are the most usual. The breath 
can also have an unpleasant smell during 
menstruation, or in association with certain 
diseases such as diabetes mellitus and urae¬ 
mia. 

halluces /'haslusiiz/ plural of hallux 
hallucinate /hoTuisineit/ verb to have hallu¬ 
cinations O The patient was hallucinating. 
hallucination /ho.luisi'neiJXojn/ noun an 
experience of seeing an imaginary scene or 
hearing an imaginary sound as clearly as if it 
were really there 

hallucinatory /hoTu:sin 9 t( 3 )ri/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a drug which causes hallucinations 
hallucinogen /.haslui'sinodson/ noun a 
drug which causes hallucinations, e.g. canna¬ 
bis or LSD 

hallucinogenic /ho.luisino'dsenik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a substance which produces 
hallucinations O a hallucinogenic fungus 
hallux /'haeloks/ noun the big toe (note: The 
plural is halluces.) 

hallux valgus /.hseloks 'vaelgos/ noun a 
condition of the foot, where the big toe turns 
towards the other toes and a bunion is formed 
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haloperidol 

haloperidol /.hgelou'peridDl/ noun a tran¬ 
quilliser used in the treatment of schizophre¬ 
nia, mania and psychoses 
halo splint /'heilou splint/ noun a device 
used to keep the head and neck still so that they 
can recover from injury or an operation 
halothane /'haslouGein/ noun a general an¬ 
aesthetic that is given by inhalation 
hamamelis /.haemo'midis/» witch hazel 
hamartoma /.hasmai'toumo/ noun a benign 
tumour containing tissue from any organ 
hamate /'heimeit/, hamate bone /'heimeit 
boun/ noun one of the eight small carpal bones 
in the wrist, shaped like a hook. Also called 
unciform bone. See illustration at hand in 
Supplement 

hammer /'hsemo/ noun same as malleus 
hammer toe /'hsemo tou/ noun a toe which 
has the middle joint permanently bent down¬ 
wards 

hamstring /'hasmstrig/ noun one of a group 
of tendons behind the knee, which link the 
thigh muscles to the bones in the lower leg 
hamstring muscles /'haemstrig ,mAs(o)lz/ 
plural noun a group of muscles at the back of 
the thigh, which flex the knee and extend the 
gluteus maximus 

hand /hasnd/ noun the part at the end of the 
arm, beyond the wrist, which is used for hold¬ 
ing things O He injured his hand with a saw. ■ 
verb to pass something to someone 
comment: The hand is formed of 27 bones: 14 
phalanges in the fingers, 5 metacarpals in the 
main part of the hand, and 8 carpals in the 
wrist. 

hand, foot and mouth disease /.hsend 
fut on 'mau0 di.ziiz/ noun a mild viral infec¬ 
tion in children, causing small blisters 
handicap /'hasndiksep/ noun a physical or 
mental condition which prevents someone 
from doing some everyday activities ■ verb to 
prevent someone from doing an everyday ac¬ 
tivity (note: The word ‘handicap’ is now usually 
avoided.) 

‘...handicap - disadvantage for a given individual, 
resulting from an impairment or a disability, that 
limits or prevents the fulfilment of a role that is nor¬ 
mal for that individual’ [ WHO] 
handicapped /'hsendikaspt/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a person who has a disability (note: The 
word ‘handicapped’ is now usually avoided.) 
Hand-Schuller Christian disease /,h£ent 
Job 'krijon di,zi:z/ noun a disturbance of 
cholesterol metabolism in young children 
which causes disorders in membranous bone, 
mainly in the skull, exophthalmos, diabetes in¬ 
sipidus, and a yellow-brown colour of the skin 
[First described 1893 then 1915 by Schuller and 
1920 by Christian. After Alfred Hand Jr. (1868- 
1949), US paediatrician; Artur Schuller (1874- 
1958), Austrian neurologist; Henry Asbury 
Christian (1876-1951), Professor of Medicine at 
Harvard, USA.] 


hangnail /'hzegneil/ noun a piece of torn skin 
at the side of a nail 

hangover /'hasgouvo/ noun a condition oc¬ 
curring after a person has drunk too much al¬ 
cohol, with dehydration caused by inhibition 
of the antidiuretic hormone in the kidneys. The 
symptoms include headache, inability to stand 
noise and trembling of the hands. 

Hansen’s bacillus /.haensonz bo 1 silos/ 
noun the bacterium which causes leprosy, My¬ 
cobacterium leprae [Discovered 1873. After 
Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen (1841-1912), 
Norwegian physician.] 

Hansen’s disease /'hasnsonz di,zi:z/ noun 

same as leprosy 

haploid /'haspbid/ adjective referring to a 
cell such as a gamete where each chromosome 
occurs only once. In humans the haploid 
number of chromosomes is 23. 
hapt- /hsept/ prefix relating to the sense of 
touch 

hapten /'hcepten/ noun a substance which 
causes an allergy, probably by changing a pro¬ 
tein so that it becomes antigenic 

hardening of the arteries /,ha:d(»nir) ov 
do 'aitoriz/ noun same as atherosclerosis 
hard of hearing /,ha:d ov 'hiorig/ adjective 
same as hearing-impaired 

hard palate /,ha:d 'pselot/ noun the front 
part of the roof of the mouth between the upper 
teeth 

harelip /'heolip/ noun same as cleft lip 
harm /ha:m/ noun injury or damage as a re¬ 
sult of something that you do O Walking to 
work every day won't do you any harm. □ 
there’s no harm in taking the tablets only 
for one week there will be no side effects from 
taking the tablets for a week ■ verb to damage 
or hurt someone or something O Walking to 
work every day won’t harm you. 
harmful /'ha:mf(o)l/ adjective causing injury 
or damage O Bright light can be harmful to 
your eyes. O Sudden violent exercise can be 
harmful. 

harmless /'haimlos/ adjective causing no in¬ 
jury or damage O These herbal remedies are 
quite harmless. 

Harrison’s sulcus /,hasrisonz 'sAlk(»s/, 
Harrison’s groove /,haeris(o)nz 'gruiv/ noun 
a hollow on either side of the chest which de¬ 
velops in children who have difficulty in 
breathing, seen especially in cases of rickets 
Harris’s operation /'haerisiz Dpo,reiJ(o)n/ 
noun the surgical removal of the prostate gland 
[After S.H. Harris (1880-1936), Australian sur¬ 
geon] 

Hartmann’s solution /'haitmonz so 
,lu:J(o)n/ noun a chemical solution used in 
drips to replace body fluids lost in dehydra¬ 
tion, particularly as a result of infantile gastro¬ 
enteritis [Described 1932. After Alexis Frank 



Hartmann (1898-1964), paediatrician, St Louis, 
Missouri, USA.] 

Hartnup disease /'hattnop di,zitz/ noun an 
inherited condition affecting amino acid me¬ 
tabolism and producing thick skin and im¬ 
paired mental development [After the name of 
the family in which this hereditary disease was 
first recorded] 

harvest /'hatvist/ verb to take something for 
use elsewhere, e.g. a piece of skin for a graft or 
eggs for IVF 

Hashimoto’s disease hmJVmootoz di 
,zi:z/ noun a type of goitre in middle-aged 
women, where the woman is sensitive to secre¬ 
tions from her own thyroid gland, and, in ex¬ 
treme cases, the face swells and the skin turns 
yellow [Described 1912. After Hakuru Hashim- 
oto (1881-1934), Japanese surgeon.] 
hashish /'haeJTJV noun t cannabis 
haustrum /'hotstrom/ noun a sac on the out¬ 
side of the colon (note: The plural is haustra.) 
HAV abbr hepatitis A virus 
Haversian canal /h3'v3:J(3)n ka.nael/ noun 
a fine canal which runs vertically through the 
Haversian systems in compact bone, contain¬ 
ing blood vessels and lymph ducts [Described 
1689. After Clopton Havers (1657-1702), Eng¬ 
lish surgeon.] 

Haversian system /ho'vjtJ'lojn sistom/ 
noun a unit of compact bone built around a Ha¬ 
versian canal, made of a series of bony layers 
which form a cylinder. Also called osteon 
hayfever /’hei.fiivs/ noun inflammation in 
the nasal passage and eyes caused by an aller¬ 
gic reaction to plant pollen. i> allergic rhinitis 
HAZ abbr health action zone 
Hb abbr haemoglobin 
HBV abbr hepatitis B virus 
hCG abbr human chorionic gonadotrophin 
HCHS abbr Health and Community Health 
Services 

HDL abbr high density lipoprotein 
head /hed/ noun 1. the round top part of the 
body, which contains the eyes, nose, mouth, 
brain, etc (note: For other terms referring to the 
head, see words beginning with cephal-, ce- 
phalo-.) 2. a rounded top part of a bone which 
fits into a socket O head of humerus O head of 
femur 

headache /'hedeik/ noun a pain in the head, 
caused by changes in pressure in the blood 
vessels feeding the brain which act on the 
nerves. Also called cephalalgia 
comment: Headaches can be caused by a 
blow to the head, by lack of sleep or food, by 
eye strain, sinus infections and many other 
causes. Mild headaches can be treated with 
an analgesic and rest. Severe headaches 
which recur may be caused by serious disor¬ 
ders in the head or nervous system. 
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, head cold /hed kould/ noun a minor illness, 
with inflammation of the nasal passages, ex- 
t cess mucus in the nose and sneezing 

head louse / 'hed laus/ noun a small insect of 
the Pediculus genus, which lives on the scalp 
f and sucks blood. Also called Pediculus capi- 
; tis (note: The plural is head lice.) 

Heaf test /'hi:f test/ noun a test in which tu¬ 
berculin is injected into the skin to find out 
whether a person is immune to tuberculosis. [) 
Mantoux test 

heal /hill/ verb 1. {of wound) to return to a 
[ healthy state O After six weeks, her wound had 
still not healed. O A minor cut will heal faster 
if it is left without a bandage. 2. to make some- 
. one or something get better 

healing /'hiilig/ noun the process of getting 
better O a substance which will accelerate the 
healing process 

healing by first intention /.hiilig bai 
, f 3i st in'ten Jon/ noun the healing of a clean 
wound where the tissue reforms quickly 
healing by second intention /.hiilirj bai 
1 .sekond in'ten Jon/ noun the healing of an in- 
: fected wound or ulcer, which takes place slow¬ 

ly and may leave a permanent scar 
1 health /hel0/ noun the general condition of 
the mind or body O He’s in good health. O She 
had suffered from bad health for some years. O 
' The council said that fumes from the factory 
were a danger to public health. O All cigarette 
* packets carry a government health warning. 

health action zone /,hel0 'askjon zoun/ 
l noun in the UK, an area in which the govern¬ 
ment has funded specific actions to redress 
health inequalities. Abbr HAZ 
Health and Safety at Work Act /,hel0 on 
.seifti ot 'w3ik sekt/ noun in the UK, an Act 
of Parliament which rules how the health of 
workers should be protected by the companies 
they work for 

i Health and Safety Executive /,hel0 on 
'seifti ig.zekjutiv/ noun in the UK, a govern¬ 
ment organisation responsible for overseeing 
, the health and safety of workers 

health authority /hel0 o:'0Droti/ noun t 
> Strategic Health Authority 

healthcare /'hel0keo/, health care noun the 
i general treatment of people with medical dis- 
f orders, especially the use of measures to stop a 
disease from occurring 

healthcare assistant /'hel0keor o.sistont/ 
[ noun someone who assists health profession- 
; als in looking after a sick or dependent person 
healthcare delivery /'hel0keo di,liv(o)ri/ 
noun the provision of care and treatment by the 
health service 

healthcare professional /'hel0keo pro 
,feJ(o)n(o)l/ noun a qualified person who 
works in an occupation related to health care, 
e.g. a nurse 
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healthcare system /'helBkea .sistom/ 
noun any organised set of health services 
health centre /'hel0 ,sento/ noun a public 
building in which a group of doctors practise 
health education /helO ,edju'keij(9)n/ 
noun the process of teaching people, both 
school children and adults, to do things to im¬ 
prove their health, e.g. to take more exercise 
Health Education Authority /,hel0 ,edju 
'keiJ(o)n o:,0Driti/ noun a government health 
promotion agency in England designed to help 
people make aware of how they can improve 
their health. Abbr HEA 

health food /'hel0 fuid/ noun food that is re¬ 
garded as good for health, especially contain¬ 
ing ingredients such as cereals, dried fruit and 
nuts and without additives 
health inequality /hel0 .im'kwDliti/ noun 
the differences that exist in health across the 
social classes, with poorer people tending to 
experience poorer health 
health information service /,hel0 info 
'meiJ(o)n ,S3ivis/ noun a nation-wide infor¬ 
mation service delivered via a free telephone 
helpline. Abbr HIS 

health insurance /'hel0 in Juorons/ noun 
insurance which pays the cost of treatment for 
illness 

Health Ombudsman /'hel0 .Dmbudzmon/ 
noun same as Health Service Commissioner 

‘...the HA told the Health Ombudsman that nursing 
staff and students now received full training in the 
use of the nursing process’ [Nursing Times ] 

health promotion /'hel0 pro,mouJ(o)n/ 
noun the act of improving the health of a par¬ 
ticular community or of the public generally, 
e.g. using health education, immunisation and 
screening 

Health Protection Agency /,hel0 pro 
'tekJ(o)n ,eid 3 onsi/ noun a national organisa¬ 
tion for England and Wales, established in 
2003, dedicated to the protection of people’s 
health, especially by reducing the impact of in¬ 
fectious diseases, chemicals, poisons and radi¬ 
ation. It brings together existing sources of ex¬ 
pertise in public health, communicable diseas¬ 
es, emergency planning, infection control, 
poisons and radiation hazards, 
health service /'helO ,S3ivis/ noun an or¬ 
ganisation which is in charge of providing 
health care to a particular community 
Health Service Commissioner /,hel0 
,S3ivis ko'miJ(3)n3/, Health Service Om¬ 
budsman /'hel0 ,s3ivis .ombudzmon/ noun 
in the UK, an official who investigates com¬ 
plaints from the public about the National 
Health Service 

health service manager /,hel0 ,s3ivis 
'm£enid39/ noun someone who is responsible 
for the provision of local health care, through 
the management of hospital, GP, and commu¬ 
nity health services 


health service planning /,hel0 ,s3ivis 
'plaenir)/ noun the process of deciding what 
the health care needs of a community are, with 
the help of statistics, and what resources can 
be provided for that community 
health visitor /'hel0 .vizito/ noun a regis¬ 
tered nurse with qualifications in midwifery or 
obstetrics and preventive medicine, who visits 
mothers and babies and sick people in their 
homes and advises on treatment 
‘... in the UK, the main screen is carried out by health 
visitors at 6-10 months’ [ Lancet ] 
healthy /'hel0i/ adjective 1. in good physical 
condition 2. helping you to stay in good phys¬ 
ical condition O People are healthier than they 
were fifty years ago. O This town is the health¬ 
iest place in England. O If you eat a healthy 
diet and take plenty of exercise there is no rea¬ 
son why you should fall ill. (note: healthier - 
healthiest) 

hear /hio/ verb to sense sounds with the ears 
O I can’t hear what you ’re saying, (note: hear¬ 
ing - heard) 

hearing /'hiorir)/ noun the ability to hear, or 
the function performed by the ear of sensing 
sounds and sending sound impulses to the 
brain O His hearing is failing, (note: For other 
terms referring to hearing, see words beginning 
with audi-, audio-.) 

hearing aid /'hiorir) eid/ noun a small elec¬ 
tronic device fitted into or near the ear, to im¬ 
prove someone’s hearing by making the 
sounds louder 

hearing-impaired /.hiorig im'peod/ adjec¬ 
tive having a degree of hearing loss 
hearing loss /'hiorig Ids/ noun partial or 
complete loss of the ability to hear 
heart /halt/ noun the main organ in the body, 
which maintains the circulation of the blood 
around the body by its pumping action O The 
doctor listened to his heart. O She has heart 
trouble, (note: For other terms referring to the 
heart, see also words beginning with cardi-,car- 
dio-.) 

comment: The heart is situated slightly to the 
left of the central part of the chest, between 
the lungs. It is divided into two parts by a ver¬ 
tical septum; each half is itself divided into an 
upper chamber (the atrium) and a lower 
chamber (the ventricle). The veins bring blood 
from the body into the right atrium; from there 
it passes into the right ventricle and is pumped 
into the pulmonary artery which takes it to the 
lungs. Oxygenated blood returns from the 
lungs to the left atrium, passes to the left ven¬ 
tricle and from there is pumped into the aorta 
for circulation round the arteries. The heart 
expands and contracts by the force of the 
heart muscle (the myocardium) under impuls¬ 
es from the sinoatrial node, and an average 
heart beats about 70 times a minute. The con¬ 
tracting beat as it pumps blood out (the systo¬ 
le) is followed by a weaker diastole, where the 
muscles relax to allow blood to flow back into 
the heart. In a heart attack, part of the myocar¬ 
dium is deprived of blood because of a clot in 
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a coronary artery. This has an effect on the 
rhythm of the heartbeat and can be fatal. In 
heart block, impulses from the sinoatrial node 
fail to reach the ventricles properly, 
heart attack /'halt o.tsek/ noun a condition 
in which the heart has a reduced blood supply 
because one of the arteries becomes blocked 
by a blood clot, causing myocardial ischaemia 
and myocardial infarction ( informal) 
heartbeat /'haitbiit/ noun the regular noise 
made by the heart as it pumps blood 
heart block /'halt blDk/ noun the slowing of 
the action of the heart because the impulses 
from the sinoatrial node to the ventricles are 
delayed or interrupted. There are either longer 
impulses (first degree block) or missing im¬ 
pulses (second degree block) or no impulses at 
all (complete heart block), in which case the 
ventricles continue to beat slowly and inde¬ 
pendently of the sinoatrial node, 
heartburn /'haitb3in/ noun indigestion 
which causes a burning feeling in the stomach 
and oesophagus, and a flow of acid saliva into 
the mouth ( informal) 

heart bypass /,ha:t 'baipais/, heart bypass 
operation /,hait 'baipais Dp3,reiJ(9)n/ noun 
same as coronary artery bypass graft 
heart disease /'halt di.ziiz/ noun any dis¬ 
ease of the heart in general 
heart failure /'halt ,feiljo/ noun the failure 
of the heart to maintain the output of blood to 
meet the demands of the body. It may affect 
the left or right sides of the heart, or both sides. 
C> congestive heart failure 
heart-lung machine /hait Tap mo, Jim/ 
noun a machine used to pump blood round the 
body and maintain the supply of oxygen to the 
blood during heart surgery 
heart-lung transplant /ha:t 'Ur) .traens 
plaint/ noun an operation to transplant a new 
heart and lungs into someone 
heart massage /'halt ,ma 2 sai 3 / noun a 
treatment which involves pressing on the chest 
to make a heart which has stopped beating start 
working again 

heart murmur /'halt ,m3im3/ noun an unu¬ 
sual sound made by turbulent blood flow, 
sometimes as a result of valve disease 
heart rate /'halt reit/ noun the number of 
times the heart beats per minute 
heart sounds /'halt saundz/ plural noun two 
different sounds made by the heart as it beats, 
t lubb-dupp 

heart stoppage /'hait ,stopid 3 / noun a sit¬ 
uation where the heart has stopped beating 
heart surgeon /'halt ,s3id3on/ noun a sur¬ 
geon who specialises in operations on the heart 
heart surgery /'hait ,s3id39ri/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remedy a condition of the 
heart 

heart tamponade /hait tsempo'neid/ noun 

same as cardiac tamponade 


heart transplant /'hait .trsensplaint/ noun 
a surgical operation to transplant a heart into 
someone 

heat cramp /'hiit krsemp/ noun cramp pro¬ 
duced by loss of salt from the body in very hot 
conditions 

heat exhaustion /'hiit ig,zoistJ(9)n/ noun 
collapse caused by physical exertion in hot 
conditions, involving loss of salt and body flu¬ 
ids 

heat rash /'hiit rseJV noun same as miliaria 
heat spots /'hiit spots/ plural noun little red 
spots which develop on the face in very hot 
weather 

heatstroke /'hiitstrouk/ noun a condition in 
which someone becomes too hot and his or her 
body temperature rises abnormally, leading to 
headaches, stomach cramps and sometimes 
loss of consciousness 

heat therapy /'hiit .Geropi/, heat treatment 

/'hiit .triitmont/ noun same as thermothera- 

py 

heavy period /,hevi 'pioriod/ noun a month¬ 
ly period during which a woman loses an unu¬ 
sually large amount of blood. It is often painful 
and sometimes indicates possible health prob¬ 
lems, such as fibroids or hypothyroidism, 
hebephrenia /.hiibi'friinio/, hebephrenic 
schizophrenia /.hiibifremk skitsou'friinio/ 
noun a condition in which someone, usually an 
adolescent, has hallucinations, delusions and 
deterioration of personality, talks rapidly and 
generally acts in a strange manner 
Heberden’s node /.hiibodonz 'noud/ noun 
a small bony lump which develops on the end 
joints of fingers in osteoarthritis [Described 
1802. After William Heberden (1767-1845), Brit¬ 
ish physician, specialist in rheumatic diseases.] 
hebetude /'hebitjuid/ noun dullness of the 
senses during acute fever, which makes the 
person uninterested in his or her surroundings 
and unable to respond to stimuli 
hectic /'hektik/ adjective recurring regularly 
hectic fever /, hektik 'fiivo/ noun an attack 
of fever which occurs each day in someone 
who has tuberculosis 
heel /hill/ noun the back part of the foot 
heel bone / 'hill boun/ noun the bone forming 
the heel, beneath the talus. Also called cal¬ 
caneus 

Hegar’s sign /' heigoz ,sain/ noun a way of 
detecting pregnancy, by inserting the fingers 
into the uterus and pressing with the other 
hand on the pelvic cavity to feel if the neck of 
the uterus has become soft [After Alfred Hegar 
(1830-1914), Professor of Obstetrics and Gy¬ 
naecology at Freiburg, Germany] 

Heimlich manoeuvre /'haimlik mo.nuivo/ 
noun an emergency treatment for choking, in 
which a strong upward push beneath the 
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breastbone of a patient clasped from behind 
forces the blockage out of the windpipe 
helCO- /helkau/ prefix relating to an ulcer 
helcoplasty /'helkauplaesti/ noun a skin 
graft to cover an ulcer to aid healing 
Helicobacter pylori /.helikaubaekta pai 
'la:ri:/ noun a bacterium found in gastric se¬ 
cretions, strongly associated with duodenal ul¬ 
cers and gastric carcinoma 

helicopter-based emergency medical 
services /.helikDpta beist I,m3:d3ansi 
'medik(a)l ,s3:visiz/ plural noun full form of 

HEMS 

helio- /hiiliau/ prefix relating to the sun 
heliotherapy /,hi:liau'0erapi/ noun treat¬ 
ment by sunlight or sunbathing 
helium /'hiiliam/ noun a very light gas used 
in combination with oxygen, especially to re¬ 
lieve asthma or sickness caused by decompres¬ 
sion (note: The chemical symbol is He.) 
helix /'hiiliks/ noun the curved outer edge of 
the ear 

Heller’s operation /'helaz Dpa.reijtajn/ 
noun same as cardiomyotomy [After E. Heller 
(1877-1964), German surgeon.] 

Heller’s test /'helaz test/ noun a test for pro¬ 
tein in the urine [After Johann Florenz Heller 
(1813-71), Austrian physician] 

Hellin’s law /,helinz 'lot/ noun a finding 
which states that twins should occur naturally 
once in 90 live births, triplets once in 8,100 
live births, quadruplets once in 729, 000 live 
births, and quintuplets once in 65, 610, 000 
live births (note: Since the 1 960s the numbers 
have changed due to fertility treatment. For ex¬ 
ample, twins now occur once in only 38 births.) 
HELLP syndrome /'help ,sindraum/ noun 
a serious pre-eclamptic disorder which makes 
it necessary to terminate a pregnancy. Full 
form haemolysis-elevated liver enzymes-low 
platelet count syndrome 
helminth /'helminO/ noun a parasitic worm, 
e.g. a tapeworm or fluke 
helminthiasis ^helmin'Oaiasis/ noun infes¬ 
tation with parasitic worms 
heloma /hi'lauma/ noun same as com 
helper /'helps/ noun a person who helps 
someone to do something, especially without 
payment 

helper T-cell /,helpa 'ti: sel/ noun a type of 
white blood cell that stimulates the production 
of cells that destroy antigens 
hemeralopia /,hemara'laupia/ noun a usu¬ 
ally congenital condition in which someone is 
able to see better in bad light than in ordinary 
daylight. Also called day blindness 
hemi- /hemi/ prefix half 
hemianopia /,hemia'naupia/ noun a state of 
partial blindness in which someone has only 
half the usual field of vision in each eye 


hemiarthroplasty /,hemi'a:0raupl£esti/ 
noun an operation to repair a joint which re¬ 
places one of its surfaces with an artificial sub¬ 
stance, often metal 

hemiatrophy /.hemi'aetrafi/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which half of the body or half of an or¬ 
gan or part is atrophied 
hemiballismus ^hemiba'lizmas/ noun a 
sudden movement of the limbs on one side of 
the body, caused by a disease of the basal gan¬ 
glia 

hemicolectomy /.hemika'lektami/ noun 
the surgical removal of part of the colon 
hemicrania ^hemi'kreinia/ noun a head¬ 
ache in one side of the head, as in migraine 
hemimelia /,hemi'miilia/ noun a congenital 
condition in which someone has absent or ex¬ 
tremely short arms or legs 
hemiparesis /,hemipa'ri:sis/ noun slight 
paralysis of the muscles of one side of the 
body 

hemiplegia /.hemi'pliidsa/ noun severe pa¬ 
ralysis affecting one side of the body due to 
damage of the central nervous system. Com¬ 
pare diplegia 

hemiplegic /,hemi'pli:d 3 ik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to paralysis of one side of the body 
hemisphere /'hemisfia/ noun half of a 
sphere 

hemo- /hi:mau/ prefix US spelling of haemo- 
HEMS /hemz/ plural noun a system of deliver¬ 
ing a paramedic crew to the scene of an acci¬ 
dent or medical emergency by helicopter and 
then transporting patients to the nearest major 
hospital or specialist unit. Full form helicop¬ 
ter-based emergency medical services 
Henderson’s model /'hendos(o)nz 
,mDd(9)l/ noun a model of nurse-patient rela¬ 
tionships based on 14 basic principles of nurs¬ 
ing. The main idea is that ‘the nurse does for 
others what they would do for themselves if 
they had the strength, the will, and the knowl¬ 
edge.. .but that the nurse makes the patient in¬ 
dependent of him or her as soon as possible’. 
Henle’s loop /.henliiz 'lu:p/ noun same as 
loop of Henle [Described 1862. After Friedrich 
Gustav Jakob Henle (1809-85), Professor of 
Anatomy at Gottingen, Germany.] 
Henoch-Schonlein purpura /.henok 
J3inlain 'p3:pjuro/, Henoch’s purpura / 
,henoks 'p3:pjuro/ noun a condition in which 
blood vessels become inflamed and bleed into 
the skin, causing a rash called purpura and also 
pain in the stomach and the joints, vomiting 
and diarrhoea. It often occurs after an upper 
respiratory infection, mostly in children aged 
two to 11. [Described 1832 by Schonlein and 
1865 by Henoch. Eduard Heinrich Henoch 
(1820-1910), Professor of Paedriatrics at Berlin, 
Germany; Johannes Lukas Schonlein (1793- 
1864), physician and pathologist at Wurzburg, 
Zurich and Berlin.] 
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hep /hep/ noun same as hepatitis ( informal) 
heparin /'heparin/ noun an anticoagulant 
substance found in the liver and lungs, and also 
produced artificially for use in the treatment of 
thrombosis 

hepat- /hipast/ prefix same as hepato- (used 
before vowels) 

hepatalgia /,hepa't£eld 3 a/ noun pain in the 
liver 

hepatectomy /.hepa'tektami/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of part of the liver 
hepatic /hi'peetik/ adjective referring to the 
liver 

hepatic artery /hi.pcetik 'aitari/ noun an ar¬ 
tery which takes the blood to the liver 
hepatic cell /hi.pastik 'sel/ noun an epitheli¬ 
al cell of the liver acini 

hepatic duct /hi,paetik 'dAkt/ noun a duct 
which links the liver to the bile duct leading to 
the duodenum 

hepatic flexure /hi.paetik 'flekjo/ noun a 
bend in the colon, where the ascending and 
transverse colons join 

hepaticostomy /hi.pseti'kDstomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an opening in the 
hepatic duct taking bile from the liver 
hepatic portal system /hi.paetik 'po:t(o)l 
,sistom/ noun a group of veins linking to form 
the portal vein, which brings blood from the 
pancreas, spleen, gall bladder and the abdomi¬ 
nal part of the alimentary canal to the liver 
hepatic vein /hi.psetik 'vein/ noun a vein 
which takes blood from the liver to the inferior 
vena cava 

hepatis /'hepotis/ 1 porta hepatis 

hepatitis /.hepo'taitis/ noun inflammation 
of the liver through disease or drugs 
comment: Infectious hepatitis and serum hep¬ 
atitis are caused by different viruses called A 
and B, and having had one does not give im¬ 
munity against an attack of the other. Hepati¬ 
tis A is less serious than the B form, which can 
cause severe liver failure and death. Other 
hepatitis viruses have also been identified, 
hepatitis A /.hepotaitis 'ei/ noun a relative¬ 
ly mild form of viral hepatitis that is transmit¬ 
ted through contaminated food and water 
hepatitis A virus /.hepotaitis 'ei .vairos/ 
noun a virus which causes hepatitis A. Abbr 
HAV 

hepatitis B /.hepotaitis 'bi:/ noun a severe 
form of viral hepatitis that is transmitted by 
contact with infected blood or other body flu¬ 
ids 

hepatitis B virus /.hepotaitis 'bi: .vairos/ 
noun a virus which causes hepatitis B. Abbr 

HBV 

hepatitis C noun a form of viral hepatitis that 
is transmitted by contact with infected blood 
or other body fluids but is often without symp¬ 
toms (note: It was formerly called non-A, non-B 
hepatitis.) 


herbal remedy 

hepatitis C virus noun a virus which causes 
hepatitis C. Abbr HCV 

hepatitis delta /.hepo.taitis 'delta/ noun 
same as delta hepatitis 

hepato- /hepatau/ prefix referring to the liver 
hepatoblastoma /, hepat aubke'stauma/ 

noun a malignant tumour in the liver, made up 
of epithelial-type cells often with areas of im¬ 
mature cartilage and embryonic bone 
hepatocele /'hepatausiil/ noun a hernia of 
the liver through the diaphragm or the abdom¬ 
inal wall 

hepatocellular /,hepatau'seljula/ adjective 
referring to liver cells 

hepatocellular jaundice /.hepatau 
.seljula 'd 3 o:ndis/ noun jaundice caused by 
injury to or disease of the liver cells 
hepatocirrhosis /.hepatausi'rausis/ noun 
same as cirrhosis 

hepatocolic ligament /.hepataukolik 
'ligamant/ noun a ligament which links the 
gall bladder and the right bend of the colon 
hepatocyte /'hepatausait, hi'pastasait/ 
noun a liver cell which synthesises and stores 
substances, and produces bile 
hepatogenous /,hepa'tDd 3 anas/ noun re¬ 
ferring to or originating in the liver O hepatog¬ 
enous jaundice 

hepatolenticular degeneration /.hepatau 
len,tikjula di,d 3 ena'reij(a)n/ noun same as 
Wilson’s disease 

hepatoma ^hepa'tauma/ noun a malignant 
tumour of the liver formed of mature cells, es¬ 
pecially found in people with cirrhosis 
hepatomegaly /.hepatau'megali/ noun a 
condition in which the liver becomes very 
large 

hepatosplenomegaly /.hepatau.spliinau 
'megali/ noun enlargement of both the liver 
and the spleen, as occurs in leukaemia or lym¬ 
phoma 

hepatotoxic /.hepatau'tDksik/ adjective de¬ 
stroying the liver cells 

herald patch /'herald ,paetj/ noun a small 
spot of a rash such as pityriasis rosea which 
appears some time before the main rash 
herb /h3ib/ noun a plant which can be used in 
preparing medicines 

herbal /'h3ib(a)l/ adjective referring to plants 
which are used as medicines 
herbalism /'h3:baliz(a)m/ noun t herbal 
medicine 

herbalist /'h3ibalist/ noun a person who 
treats illnesses or disorders with substances 
extracted from plants 

herbal medicine /,h3:b(o)l 'med(9)sin/ 
noun a system of medical treatment involving 
the use of substances extracted from plants 
herbal remedy /,h3:b(o)l 'remodi/ noun a 
medicine made from plants, e.g. an infusion 
made from dried leaves or flowers in hot water 
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herd immunity /'h3id i.mjuimti/ noun the 
fact of a group of people being resistant to a 
specific disease, because many individuals in 
the group are immune to or immunised against 
the microorganism which causes it 
hereditary /h9'redit(o)ri/ adjective passed as 
from parents to children through the genes 
hereditary spherocytosis /h9,redit(9)ri 
.sfiorousai'tousis/ noun same as acholuric 
jaundice 

heredity /ho'rediti/ noun the process by 
which genetically controlled characteristics 
pass from parents to children 

Hering-Breuer reflexes /.herig 'broio 
,ri:fleksiz/ plural noun the reflexes which 
maintain the usual rhythmic inflation and de¬ 
flation of the lungs 

hermaphrodite /hsi'masfrodait/ noun a 
person with both male and female characteris¬ 
tics 

hermaphroditism /h3:'ma2fr9daitiz(o)m/ 
noun a condition in which a person has both 
male and female characteristics 
hernia /'hsinio/ noun a condition in which an 
organ bulges through a hole or weakness in the 
wall which surrounds it. Also called rupture □ 
reduction of a hernia putting a hernia back 
into the correct position 
hernial /'h3:niol/ adjective referring to a her¬ 
nia 

hernial sac /.hsiniol 'sask/ noun a sac 
formed where a membrane has pushed through 
a cavity in the body 

herniated /'h3:nieitid/ adjective referring to 
an organ which has developed a hernia 
herniated disc /,h3:nieitid 'disk/ noun t 
displaced intervertebral disc 
herniation /,h3:ni'eij(3)n/ noun the devel¬ 
opment of a hernia 

hernio- /h3iniou/ prefix relating to a hernia 
hernioplasty /'hsiniou.plsesti/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to reduce a hernia 
herniorrhaphy /.hsini'oirofi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove a hernia and repair the 
organ through which it protruded 
herniotomy /.hsini'Dtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove a hernial sac 
heroin /'herouin/ noun a narcotic drug in the 
form of a white powder derived from mor¬ 
phine 

herpangina / l h3:p£en'd3aino/ noun an in¬ 
fectious disease of children, where the tonsils 
and back of the throat become inflamed and 
ulcerated, caused by a Coxsackie virus 
herpes /'h3ipi:z/ noun inflammation of the 
skin or mucous membrane, caused by a virus, 
where small blisters are formed 
herpes simplex /,h3ipi:z 'simpleks/ noun 
1. (Type I) a virus that produces a painful blis¬ 
ter, called a cold sore, usually on the lips 2. 
(Type II) a sexually transmitted disease which 


forms blisters in the genital region. Also called 

genital herpes 

herpesvirus /'hsipiiz.vairos/ noun one of a 
group of viruses which cause herpes and 
chickenpox (herpesvirus Type I), and genital 
herpes (herpesvirus Type II) 
comment: Because the same virus causes 
herpes and chickenpox, anyone who has had 
chickenpox as a child carries the dormant her¬ 
pesvirus in his or her bloodstream and can de¬ 
velop shingles in later life. It is not known what 
triggers the development of shingles, though it 
is known that an adult suffering from shingles 
can infect a child with chickenpox. 
herpes zoster /,h3ipi:z 'zosto/ noun in¬ 
flammation of a sensory nerve, characterised 
by pain along the nerve and causing a line of 
blisters to form on the skin, usually found 
mainly on the abdomen or back, or on the face. 
Also called shingles, zona 
herpetic /h3i'petik/ adjective referring to 
herpes 

herpetiformis /h3i,petTfoimis/ » dermati¬ 
tis herpetiformis 

hetero- /hetorou/ prefix different 
heterochromia /.hetorou'kroumio/ noun a 
condition in which the irises of the eyes are 
different colours 

heterogametic /.hetorougo'metik/ adjec¬ 
tive producing gametes with different sex chro¬ 
mosomes, as in the human male 
heterogeneous /.hetorou'dsiinios/ adjec¬ 
tive having different characteristics or qualities 
(note: Do not confuse with heterogenous.) 
heterogenous /.heto'rDdginos/ adjective 
coming from a different source (note: Do not 
confuse with heterogeneous.) 
heterograft /'hetorougraift/ noun tissue 
taken from one species and grafted onto an in¬ 
dividual of another species. Compare hom¬ 
ograft 

heterologous /heto'rologAs/ adjective of a 
different type 

heterophoria /.hetorou'foirio/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which if an eye is covered it tends to 
squint 

heteroplasty /'hetorouplassti/ noun same as 

heterograft 

heteropsia /.heto'ropsio/ noun a condition 
in which the two eyes see differently 
heterosexual /.hetorou'sekjuol/ adjective 
attracted to people of the opposite sex or relat¬ 
ing to relations between males and females ■ 
noun a person who is sexually attracted to peo¬ 
ple of the opposite sex. Compare bisexual, ho¬ 
mosexual 

heterosexuality /.hetorousekju'asliti/ 
noun sexual attraction towards persons of the 
opposite sex 

heterotopia /.hetorou'toupio/ noun 1. a 
state where an organ is placed in a different po¬ 
sition from usual or is malformed or deformed 
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2. the development of tissue which is not natu¬ 
ral to the part in which it is produced 
heterotropia hetoroo'troopia noun same 

as strabismus 

heterozygous /.hetorou'zaigos/ adjective 
having two or more different versions of a spe¬ 
cific gene. Compare homozygous 
hex- /heks/ prefix same as hexa- (note: used 
before vowels) 
hexa- /hekso/ prefix six 
HFEA abbr Human Fertilization and Embry¬ 
ology Authority 

hGH abbr human growth hormone 
HGPRT abbr hypoxanthine guanine phos- 
phoribosyl transferase. } HPRT 
HI abbr hearing-impaired 
hiatus /hai'eitos/ noun an opening or space 
hiatus hernia /hai.eitos 'hsinio/, hiatal her¬ 
nia /hai,eit(o)l 'hsinio/ noun a hernia where 
the stomach bulges through the opening in the 
diaphragm muscle through which the oesopha¬ 
gus passes 

Hib /hib/ abbr Haemophilus influenzae type B 
Hib vaccine /'hib .vseksiin/ noun a vaccine 
used to inoculate against the bacterium Hae- 
mophilius influenzae that causes meningitis 
hiccup /'hikAp/, hiccough noun a spasm in 
the diaphragm which causes a sudden inhala¬ 
tion of breath followed by sudden closure of 
the glottis which makes a characteristic sound 
O She had an attack of hiccups or had a hic¬ 
cupping attack or got the hiccups. Also called 
singultus ■ verb to make a hiccup 
comment: Many cures have been suggested 
for hiccups, but the main treatment is to try to 
get the patient to think about something else. 

A drink of water, holding the breath and count¬ 
ing, breathing into a paper bag, are all recom¬ 
mended. 

Hickman catheter /.hikmon kaeGito/, 
Hickman line /.hikmon 'lain/ noun a plastic 
tube which is put into the large vein above the 
heart so that drugs can be given and blood 
samples can be taken easily 
hidr- /haidr/ prefix referring to sweat 
hidradenitis /.haidrodo'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the sweat glands 
hidrosis /hai'drousis/ noun sweating, espe¬ 
cially when it is excessive 
hidrotic /hai'dmtik/ adjective referring to 
sweating ■ noun a substance which makes 
someone sweat 

Higginson’s syringe /'higinsonz si,rin 3 / 
noun a syringe with a rubber bulb in the centre 
that allows flow in one direction only, used 
mainly to give enemas [After Alfred Higginson 
(1808-84), British surgeon] 
high-altitude sickness /hai 'asltitju:d 
,siknos/ noun same as altitude sickness 
high blood pressure /,hai 'bUd ,preJo/ 
noun same as hypertension 


high-calorie diet /hai .kaelori 'daiot/nouna 
diet containing over 4000 calories per day 
high-density lipoprotein /hai .densiti 
lipou'proutin/ noun a lipoprotein with a low 
percentage of cholesterol. Abbr HDL 
high-energy food /,hai ,enod 3 i 'fu:d/ noun 
food such as fats or carbohydrates which con¬ 
tain a large number of calories and give a lot of 
energy when they are broken down in the body 
high-fibre diet /hai ,faibo 'daiot/ noun a 
diet which contains a high percentage of cere¬ 
als, nuts, fruit and vegetables 
high-protein diet /hai ,prouti:n 'daiot/ 
noun a diet containing mostly foods high in 
protein and low in carbohydrates and saturated 
fat, adopted by people who are trying to lose 
weight 

high-risk /,hai 'risk/ adjective referring to 
someone who is very likely to catch or develop 
a disease, develop a cancer or have an accident 
high-risk patient /,hai risk 'peiJOjnt/ 
noun a patient who has a high risk of catching 
an infection or developing a disease 
hilar /'hails/ adjective referring to a hilum 
hilum /'hailsm/ noun a hollow where blood 
vessels or nerve fibres enter an organ such as a 
kidney or lung (note: The plural is hila.) 
hindbrain /'haindbrein/ noun the part of 
brain of an embryo from which the medulla 
oblongata, the pons and the cerebellum even¬ 
tually develop 

hindgut /'haindgAt/ noun part of an embryo 
which develops into the colon and rectum 
hinge joint /'hind 3 d 30 int/ noun same as 

ginglymus 

hip /hip/ noun a ball and socket joint where 
the thigh bone or femur joins the acetabulum 
of the hip bone 

hip bone /'hip bsun/ noun a bone made of 
the ilium, the ischium and the pubis which are 
fused together, forming part of the pelvic gir¬ 
dle. Also called innominate bone 
hip fracture /'hip ,frgektjs/ noun a fracture 
of the ball at the top of the femur 
hip girdle /'hip ,g3:d(s)l/ noun same as pel¬ 
vic girdle 

hip joint /'hip d 3 Sint/ noun the place where 
the hip is joined to the upper leg. See illustra¬ 
tion at pelvis in Supplement 

Hippel-Lindau /.hipsl 'lindau/ * von Hip- 
pel-Lindau syndrome 

hippocampal formation /.hipskaempOjl 
foi'meiJ(s)n/ noun curved pieces of cortex in¬ 
side each part of the cerebrum 
hippocampus /.hipou'kaempos/ noun a 
long rounded elevation projecting into the lat¬ 
eral ventricle in the brain 
Hippocratic oath /.hipokrsetik 'ouO/ noun 
an ethical code observed by doctors, by which 
they will treat patients equally, put patients’ 
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welfare first and not discuss openly the details 
of a patient’s case 

hippus /'hipos/ noun alternating rapid con¬ 
traction and dilatation of the pupil of the eye 
hip replacement /'hip r^pleismont/ noun a 
surgical operation to replace the whole ball 
and socket joint at the hip with an artificial one 
Hirschsprung’s disease /'hioJsprApz di 
,zi:z/ noun a congenital condition where parts 
of the lower colon lack nerve cells, making 
peristalsis impossible, so that food accumu¬ 
lates in the upper colon which becomes swol¬ 
len [Described 1888. After Harald Hirschsprung 
(1830-1916), Professor of Paediatrics in Copen¬ 
hagen, Denmark.] 

hirsute /'h3isju:t/ adjective with a lot of hair 
hirsutism /'h3:sju:tiz(3)m/ noun the condi¬ 
tion of having excessive hair, especially a con¬ 
dition in which a woman grows hair on the 
body in the same way as a man 
hirudin /hi'ruidin/ noun an anticoagulant 
substance produced by leeches, which is in¬ 
jected into the bloodstream while the leech is 
feeding on a body 

HIS abbr Health Information Service 

hist- /hist/ same as histo- (note: used before 

vowels) 

histamine /'histomiin/ noun a substance re¬ 
leased in response to allergens from mast cells 
throughout the body. Histamines dilate blood 
vessels, constrict the cells of smooth muscles 
and cause an increase in acid secretions in the 
stomach. 

histamine headache /'histomiin .hedeik/ 
noun t Horton’s syndrome 
histamine receptor /'histomiin ri.septo/ 
noun a cell which is stimulated by histamine. 
HI receptors in blood vessels are involved in 
allergic reactions, H2 receptors in the stomach 
are involved in gastric acid secretion, 
histamine test /'histomiin test/ noun a test 
to determine the acidity of gastric juice 
histaminic /.histo'mimk/ adjective referring 
to histamines 

histaminic headache /.histominik 'hef 
deik/ noun t Horton’s syndrome 

histidine /'histodiin/ noun an amino acid 
from which histamine is derived 
histiocyte /'histiousait/ noun a macrophage 
of the connective tissue, involved in tissue de¬ 
fence 

histiocytoma /.histiousai'toumo/ noun a 
tumour containing histiocytes 
histiocytosis /histiousai'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which histiocytes are present in 
the blood 

histiocytosis X /.histiousai.tousis 'eks/ 
noun any form of histiocytosis where the cause 
is not known, e.g. Hand-Schuller-Christian 
disease 


histo- /histou/ prefix relating to the body’s tis¬ 
sue O histology 

histochemistry /.histou'kemistri/ noun the 
study of the chemical constituents of cells and 
tissues and also their function and distribution, 
using a light or electron microscope to evalu¬ 
ate the stains 

histocompatibility /.histoukompaeto'bilil 
ti/ noun compatibility between the antigens of 
tissues from two individuals, important in 
transplants 

histocompatible /.histoukom'psetibCo)!/ 
adjective referring to tissues from two individ¬ 
uals which have compatible antigens 
histogenesis /.histou'dsenosis/ noun the 
formation and development of tissue from the 
embryological germ layer 
histogram /'histograem/ noun a way of dis¬ 
playing frequency values as columns whose 
height is proportional to the corresponding fre¬ 
quency O a histogram showing numbers of pa¬ 
tients with the condition in each age group 
histoid /'histoid/ adjective 1. made of or de¬ 
veloped from a particular tissue 2. like stand¬ 
ard tissue 

histological /,histo'lDd 3 ik(o)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to histology 

histological grade /,histolDd3ik(o)l 
'greid/ noun a system of classifying tumours 
according to how malignant they are 
histology /hi'stDlod 3 i/ noun the study of the 
anatomy of tissue cells and minute cellular 
structure 

histolysis /hi'stDlosis/ noun the disintegra¬ 
tion of tissue 

histolytica ^histo'litiko/> Entamoeba his¬ 
tolytica 

histoplasmosis /.histouplaez'mousis/ 
noun a lung disease caused by infection with 
the fungus Histoplasma 
history /'hist(o)ri/ noun the background in¬ 
formation on someone’s illness, i> case histo¬ 
ry, medical history □ to take a patient’s his¬ 
tory to ask someone to tell what has happened 
to them in their own words on being admitted 
to hospital 

‘...these children gave a typical history of exercise- 
induced asthma’ [ Lancet ] 

‘...the need for evaluation of patients with a history 
of severe heart disease’ [Southern Medical Journal ] 
histotoxic /.histou'tDksik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a substance which is poisonous to tis¬ 
sue 

HIV abbr human immunodeficiency virus 
‘HIV-associated dementia is characterized by psy¬ 
chomotor slowing and inattentiveness’ [British 
Journal of Nursing] 

comment: HIV is the virus which causes 
AIDS. Three strains of HIV virus have been 
identified: HIV-1, HIV-2 and HIV-3, 
hives /haivz/ noun same as urticaria (note: 
Takes a singular verb.) 
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HIV-negative /,eitj ai ,vi: 'negotiv/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to someone who has been tested 
and shown not to have HIV 
HIV-positive /,eitj ai,vi: 'pDzitiv/ adjective 
referring to someone who has been tested and 
shown to have HIV 
H LA abbr human leucocyte antigen 
HLA system /,eitj el 'ei .sistom/ noun a 
system of HLA antigens on the surface of cells 
which need to be histocompatible to allow 
transplants to take place 
comment: HLA-A is the most important of the 
antigens responsible for rejection of trans¬ 
plants. 

HMO abbr US Health Maintenance Organiza¬ 
tion 

hoarse /hois/ adjective referring to a voice 
which is harsh and rough 
hoarseness /'hoisnos/ noun a harsh and 
rough sound of the voice, often caused by lar¬ 
yngitis 

hobnail liver /.hDbneil 'livo/ noun same as 

atrophic cirrhosis 

Hodgkin’s disease /'hDd 3 kinz di.ziiz/ 
noun a malignant disease in which the lymph 
glands are enlarged and there is an increase in 
the lymphoid tissues in the liver, spleen and 
bone marrow. It is frequently fatal if not treat¬ 
ed early. [Described 1832. After Thomas Hodg¬ 
kin (1798-1866), British physician.] 
hoist /hoist/ noun a device with pulleys and 
wires for raising a bed or a patient 
hole in the heart /,houl in do 'halt/ noun 
same as septal defect ( informal) 
Holger-Nielsen method /.hdgo 'nilson 
,me0od/ noun a formerly used method of giv¬ 
ing artificial respiration by pressing a person’s 
back and raising their arms backwards 
holism /'houliz(o)m/ noun the theory that all 
of a person’s physical, mental and social con¬ 
ditions should be considered in the treatment 
of his or her illness 

holistic /hou'listik/ adjective referring to a 
method of treatment involving all of some¬ 
one’s mental and family circumstances rather 
than just dealing with the condition from 
which he or she is suffering 
holistic care /hou.listik 'keo/ noun the care 
and treatment of a whole person rather than 
just of his or her medical symptoms 
holo- /holou/ prefix entire, complete 
holocrine /'tmtakrin/ adjective referring to a 
gland where the secretions are made up of dis¬ 
integrated cells of the gland itself 
Homans’ sign /'houmonz sain/ noun pain 
in the calf when the foot is bent back, a sign of 
deep-vein thrombosis [Described 1941. After 
John Homans (1877-1954), Professor of Clini¬ 
cal Surgery at Harvard, USA.] 
homeo- /houmiou/ prefix like or similar 


homeopathic /.houmio'pasGik/, homoeo¬ 
pathic /houmio'paeOik/ adjective 1 . referring 
to homeopathy O a homeopathic clinic O She 
is having a course of homeopathic treatment. 
2. referring to a drug which is given in very 
small quantities 

homeopathist /.houmi'DpoOist/, homoe¬ 
opath ist /houmi'DpoBist/ noun a person who 
practises homeopathy 

homeopathy ^houmi'DpoGi/, homoeopathy 

/houmi'DpoBi/ noun the treatment of a condi¬ 
tion by giving the person very small quantities 
of a substance which, when given to a healthy 
person, would cause symptoms like those of 
the condition being treated. Compare allopa¬ 
thy 

homeostasis /.houmiou'steisis/ noun the 
process by which the functions and chemistry 
of a cell or internal organ are kept stable, even 
when external conditions vary greatly 
homo- /houmou/ prefix the same 
homoeo- /houmiou/ prefix another spelling 
of homeo- ( used before vowels) 
homogenise /h9'mDd3onaiz/, homogenize 
verb to give something a uniform nature 
homograft /'hDmograift/ noun the graft of 
an organ or tissue from a donor to a recipient 
of the same species, e.g. from one person to 
another. Also called allograft. Compare heter¬ 
ograft 

homolateral /, homo'last (o)rol/ adjective 

same as ipsilateral 

homologous /hD'mologos/ adjective 1 . of 
the same type 2. referring to chromosomes 
which form a pair 

homonymous /ho'mommas/ adjective af¬ 
fecting the two eyes in the same way 
homonymous hemianopia /ho.mommos 
hemio'noupio/ noun a condition in which the 
same half of the field of vision is lost in each 
eye 

homoplasty /'houmoupleesti/ noun surgery 
to replace lost tissues by grafting similar tis¬ 
sues from another person 
homosexual /.houmou'sekjuol/ adjective 
referring to homosexuality ■ noun a person 
who is sexually attracted to people of the same 
sex. Compare bisexual, heterosexual (note: 
Although homosexual can apply to both males 
and females, it is commonly used for males only, 
and lesbian is used for females.) 
homosexuality /.houmousekju'asliti/ noun 
sexual attraction to people of the same sex or 
sexual relations with people of the same sex 
homozygous /.houmou'zaigos/ adjective 
having two identical versions of a specific 
gene. Compare heterozygous 
hook /huk/ noun a surgical instrument with a 
bent end used for holding structures apart in 
operations 
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hookworm /'hukw3:m/ noun a parasitic 
worm 

hookworm disease /'hukw3:m di.ziiz/ 
noun | ancylostomiasis 

hordeolum /hoi'diiolom/ noun an infection 
of the gland at the base of an eyelash. Also 
called stye 

horizontal /.hori'zDntO)!/ adjective lying 
flat or at a right angle to the vertical 
horizontal fissure /.hori.zDntO)! 'fijo/ 
noun ANAT a horizontal groove between the 
superior and middle lobes of a lung. See illus¬ 
tration at lungs in Supplement 
horizontal plane /.horizontal 'plein/ ad¬ 
jective same as transverse plane, see illustra¬ 
tion at anatomical terms in Supplement 
hormonal /ho:'m9un(o)l/ adjective referring 
to hormones 

hormone /'hoimoun/ noun a substance 
which is produced by one part of the body, es¬ 
pecially the endocrine glands and is carried to 
another part of the body by the bloodstream 
where it has particular effects or functions 
hormone replacement therapy /.hoimoun 
ri'pleismont ,0eropi/, hormone therapy / 
'hoimoun ,0eropi/ noun 1. treatment for some¬ 
one whose endocrine glands have been re¬ 
moved 2. treatment to relieve the symptoms of 
the menopause by supplying oestrogen and re¬ 
ducing the risk of osteoporosis ► Abbr HRT 
horn /horn/ noun 1. (in humans) tissue which 
grows out of an organ 2. (in humans) one of the 
H-shaped limbs of grey matter seen in a cross- 
section of the spinal cord 3. (in humans) an ex¬ 
tension of the pulp chamber of a tooth towards 
the cusp 

Horner’s syndrome /'hoinoz .sindroum/ 
noun a condition caused by paralysis of the 
sympathetic nerve in one side of the neck, 
making the eyelids hang down and the pupils 
contract [Described 1869. After Johann Frie¬ 
drich Horner (1831-86), Professor of Ophthal¬ 
mology in Zurich, Switzerland.] 
horny /'hoini/ adjective referring to skin 
which is very hard (note: For terms referring to 
horny tissue, see words beginning with kerat-, 
kerato-.) 

horseshoe kidney /.hoisjui 'kidni/ noun a 
congenital condition of the kidney, where 
sometimes the upper but usually the lower 
parts of both kidneys are joined together 
Horton’s syndrome /'hoit(o)nz ,sin 
droum/ noun a severe headache, often with 
constant pain around one eye, which starts 
usually within a few hours of going to sleep. It 
is caused by the release of histamine in the 
body. [After Bayard Taylor Horton (b. 1895), US 
physician] 

hose /houz/ noun 1. a long rubber or plastic 
tube 2. > support hose 


hospice /'hDSpis/ noun a hospital which of¬ 
fers palliative care for terminally ill people 
hospital /'hDspit(o)l/ noun a place where 
sick or injured people are looked after O hos¬ 
pital bed 1 . a special type of bed used in hos¬ 
pitals, usually adjustable in many ways for the 
comfort of the patient O A hospital bed is 
needed if the patient has to have traction. 2. a 
place in a hospital which can be occupied by a 
patient O There will be no reduction in the 
number of hospital beds. 
hospital-acquired infection /.hospital o 
.kwaiod in'fekjon/ noun a disease caught 
during a stay in hospital 
Hospital Activity Analysis /,hDspit(o)l 
gek'tiviti o.naelosis/ noun a regular detailed 
report on patients in hospitals, including infor¬ 
mation about treatment, length of stay and out¬ 
come 

hospital care /'hDspit(9)l keo/ noun treat¬ 
ment in a hospital 

hospital chaplain /,hDspit(»l 'tJaeplin/ 
noun a religious minister attached to a hospi¬ 
tal, who visits and comforts patients and their 
families and gives them the sacraments if nec¬ 
essary 

hospital corner /,hDspit(o)l 'koino/ noun a 
way of folding the overlapping bedding at 
each corner of a bed that keeps it tight 
hospital doctor /,hDspit(9)l 'dokto/ noun a 
doctor who works only in a hospital and does 
not receive people in his or her own surgery 
hospital gangrene /.hospital 'gseggriin/ 
noun gangrene caused by insanitary hospital 
conditions 

hospital infection /'hDspit(o)l in.fekjon/ 
noun an infection which someone gets during 
a hospital visit, or one which develops among 
hospital staff 

comment: Hospital infection is an increasingly 
common problem due to growing antimicrobi¬ 
al resistance and inappropriate antibiotic use. 
Strains of bacteria such as MRSA have 
evolved which seem to be more easily trans¬ 
mitted between patients and are difficult to 
treat. 

hospitalisation /.hDspitOjlai'zeiJOjn/, 
hospitalization noun the act of sending some¬ 
one to hospital O The doctor recommended im¬ 
mediate hospitalisation. 
hospitalise /'hDspit(o)laiz/, hospitalize 
verb to send someone to hospital O He is so ill 
that he has had to be hospitalised. 
hospital orderly /,hDspit(o)l 'oidoli/ noun a 
person who does heavy work in a hospital, 
such as wheeling patients into the operating 
theatre or moving equipment about 
hospital trust /'hospital trAst/ noun same 
as self-governing hospital 
host /houst/ noun a person or animal on 
which a parasite lives 
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hot /hDt/ adjective very warm or having a high 
temperature 

hot flush /,hDt 'fL\J7 noun a condition in 
menopausal women, in which the woman be¬ 
comes hot and sweats, and which is often ac¬ 
companied by redness of the skin 
hotpack /'hotpask/ noun a cloth bag or a pad 
filled with gel or grains which can be heated 
and applied to the skin to relieve pain or stiff¬ 
ness 

hot wax treatment /,hDt 'waeks .triitmont/ 
noun a treatment for arthritis in which the 
joints are painted with hot liquid wax 
hourglass contraction /'auoglais kon 
.traskjon/ noun a condition in which an organ 
such as the stomach is constricted in the centre 
hourglass stomach /'auoglais .stAmok/ 
noun a condition in which the wall of the stom¬ 
ach is pulled in so that it is divided into two 
cavities, cardiac and pyloric 
hourly /'auoli/ adjective, adverb happening 
every hour 

houseman /'hausmon/ noun same as house 
officer 

house mite /haus mait/, house dust mite / 

'haus dASt .mait/ noun a tiny insect living 
mainly in bedding and soft furnishings, that 
can cause an allergic reaction 
house officer /'haus .Dfiso/ noun a doctor 
who works in a hospital as a house surgeon or 
house physician during the final year of train¬ 
ing before registration by the General Medical 
Council (note: The US term is intern.) 

HPRT noun an enzyme that is lacking in chil¬ 
dren, usually boys, who have Lesch-Nyhan 
disease. Full form hypoxanthine phosphori- 
bosyl transferase. Also called HGPRT (hy¬ 
poxanthine guanine phosphoribosyl trans¬ 
ferase) 

HPV abbr human papillomavirus 
H RT abbr hormone replacement therapy 
Huhner’s test /'huinoz .test/ noun a test 
carried out several hours after sexual inter¬ 
course to determine the number and motility of 
spermatozoa [After Max Huhner (1873-1947), 
US urologist] 

human /'hjuimon/ adjective referring to any 
man, woman or child ■ noun a person O Most 
animals are afraid of humans. 
human anatomy /.hjuimon o'nsetomi/ 
noun the structure, shape and functions of the 
human body 

human being /.hjuimon 'binr)/ noun a per¬ 
son 

human chorionic gonadotrophin / 

.hjuimon koiri.onik .gounodo'troufin/ 
noun a hormone produced by the placenta, 
which suppresses the mother’s usual menstru¬ 
al cycle during pregnancy. It is found in the 
urine during pregnancy, and can be given by 


injection to encourage ovulation and help a 
woman to become pregnant. Abbr hCG 
human crutch /.hjuimon 'krAtJV noun a 
method of helping an injured person to walk, 
where they rest one arm over the shoulders of 
the person helping 

human immunodeficiency virus / 

.hjuimon .imjunoudi'fiJXojnsi .vairos/ noun a 
virus which causes AIDS. Abbr HIV 
human leucocyte antigen /.hjuimon 
Tuikosait ,£entid 3 (o)n/ noun any of the sys¬ 
tem of antigens on the surface of cells which 
need to be histocompatible to allow transplants 
to take place. Abbr HLA. » HLA system 
human nature /.hjuimon 'neitjo/ noun the 
general behavioural characteristics of human 
beings 

human papillomavirus /.hjuimon paspi 
Toumo .vairos/ noun a virus that causes geni¬ 
tal warts in humans. Abbr HPV 
humectant /hjui'mektont/ adjective able to 
absorb or retain moisture ■ noun a substance 
that can absorb or retain moisture, e.g. a skin 
lotion 

humeroulnar joint /.hjuimorou'Alno 
d 30 int/ noun part of the elbow joint, where the 
trochlea of the humerus and the trochlear 
notch of the ulna move next to each other 
humerus /'hjuimoros/ noun the top bone in 
the arm, running from the shoulder to the el¬ 
bow (note: The plural is humeri.) 
humid /'hjuimid/ adjective damp, containing 
moisture vapour 

humoral /'hjuimorol/ adjective relating to 
human body fluids, in particular blood serum 
humour /'hjuimo/, humor noun a fluid in the 
body 

hunchback /'hAntJbaek/ noun t kyphosis 

hunger /'hApgo/ noun a need to eat 
hunger pains /'hApgo perns/ plural noun 
pains in the abdomen when a person feels hun¬ 
gry, sometimes a sign of a duodenal ulcer 
Hunter’s syndrome /'hAntoz .sindroum/ 
noun an inherited disorder caused by an en¬ 
zyme deficiency, which leads to learning diffi¬ 
culties 

Huntington’s chorea /.hAntigtonz ko: 
'ri:o/ noun a progressive hereditary disease 
which affects adults, where the outer layer of 
the brain degenerates and the person makes in¬ 
voluntary jerky movements and develops pro¬ 
gressive dementia [Described 1872. After 
George Sumner Huntington (1850-1916), US 
physician.] 

Hurler’s syndrome /'h3:loz .sindroum/ 
noun same as gargoylism [Described 1920. Af¬ 
ter Gertrud Hurler, German paediatrician.] 
hurt /h3:t/ noun 1. emotional pain 2. a painful 
area ( used by children) O She has a hurt on her 
knee. ■ verb 1. to have pain O He’s hurt his 
hand. 2. to cause someone pain O His arm is 
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hurting so much he can’t write. O She fell 
down and hurt herself. (NOTE: hurting - hurt) 
■ adjective 1 . feeling physical pain O He was 
slightly hurt in the car crash. O Two players 
got hurt in the football game. 2. feeling emo¬ 
tional pain O Her parents' divorce hurt her 
deeply. 

husky /'hAski/ adjective slightly hoarse 
Hutchinson’s tooth /hAtJinsonz ,tu:0/ 
noun a narrow upper incisor tooth, with notch¬ 
es along the cutting edge, a symptom of con¬ 
genital syphilis but also occurring naturally 
(note: The plural is Hutchinson’s teeth.) [After 
Sir Jonathan Hutchinson (1828-1913), British 
surgeon] 

hyal- /haiol/ prefix like glass (used before vow¬ 
els) 

hyalin /'haiolin/ noun a transparent substance 
produced from collagen and deposited around 
blood vessels and scars when some tissues de¬ 
generate 

hyaline /'haiolin/ adjective nearly transparent 
like glass 

hyaline cartilage /.haislin 'ka:tilid 3 / noun 
a type of cartilage found in the nose, larynx 
and joints. It forms most of the skeleton of the 
fetus. See illustration at cartilaginous joint 
in Supplement 

hyaline membrane disease /.haiolin 
'membrein di,zi:z/ noun same as respiratory 
distress syndrome 

hyalitis /.haio'laitis/ noun inflammation of 
the vitreous humour or the hyaloid membrane 
in the eye. Also called vitritis 
hyaloid membrane /'haiobid .membrein/ 
noun a transparent membrane round the vitre¬ 
ous humour in the eye 

hyaluronic acid /.haialuromk 'zesid/ noun 
a substance which binds connective tissue and 
is found in the eyes 

hyaluronidase /.hamlu'rDnideiz/ noun an 
enzyme which destroys hyaluronic acid 
hybrid /'haibrid/ noun an organism that is a 
result of a cross between individuals that are 
not genetically the same as each other 
HYCOSY abbr hysterosalpingo-contrast 
sonography 

hydatid /'haidotid/ noun any cyst-like struc¬ 
ture 

hydatid cyst /.haidstid 1 sist/ noun the lar¬ 
val form of the tapeworms of the genus Echi¬ 
nococcus 

hydatid disease /'haidotid di.ziiz/, hydati- 
dosis /.haidati'dausis/ noun an infection, 
usually in the lungs or liver, caused by expand¬ 
ing hydatid cysts that destroy the tissues of the 
infected organ 

hydatid mole /.haidstid 'maul/ noun an ab¬ 
normal pregnancy from a pathologic ovum, re¬ 
sulting in a mass of cysts shaped like a bunch 
of grapes 


hydr- /haidr/ prefix same as hydro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

hydraemia /hai'driimio/ noun an excess of 
water in the blood 

hydragogue /'haidrogog/ noun a laxative or 
substance which produces watery faeces 
hydralazine /hai 'drzebziin/ noun a drug that 
lowers blood pressure. People usually receive 
it in combination with other drugs that in¬ 
crease the output of urine, 
hydramnios /hai'draemniDs/ noun an unu¬ 
sually large amount of amniotic fluid sur¬ 
rounding the fetus 

hydrarthrosis /.haidrai'Grsusis/ noun 
swelling caused by excess synovial liquid at a 
joint 

hydrate /'haidreit/ verb to give water to 
someone so as to re-establish or maintain fluid 
balance ■ noun a chemical compound contain¬ 
ing water molecules that can usually be driven 
off by heat without altering the compound’s 
structure 

hydro- /haidrou/ prefix referring to water 
hydroa /hai'drouo/ noun an eruption of small 
itchy blisters, e.g. those caused by sunlight 
hydrocalycosis /.haidrau.kseli 'kousis/ 
noun same as caliectasis 
hydrocele /'haidrousiil/ noun the collection 
of watery liquid found in a cavity such as the 
scrotum 

hydrocephalus /.haidrou'kefolos/ noun an 
excessive quantity of cerebrospinal fluid in the 
brain 

hydrochloric acid /haidrou'klorik 'zesid/ 
noun an acid found in the gastric juices which 
helps to break apart the food 
hydrocolloid strip /.haidrsukDbid 'strip/ 
noun a waterproof gel dressing that seals a 
wound, retaining moisture and preventing ac¬ 
cess to germs and dirt 

hydrocolpos /.haidrou'kDlpos/ noun a cyst 
in the vagina containing clear fluid 
hydrocortisone /.haidrau'koitizsun/ noun 
a steroid hormone secreted by the adrenal cor¬ 
tex or produced synthetically, used in the treat¬ 
ment of rheumatoid arthritis and inflammatory 
and allergic conditions 

hydrocyanic acid /.haidrausaisenik 'sesid/ 
noun an acid which forms cyanide. Abbr HCN 
hydrogen /'haidr9d3on/ noun a chemical el¬ 
ement, a gas which combines with oxygen to 
form water, and with other elements to form 
acids, and is present in all animal tissue (note: 
The chemical symbol is H.) 
hydrogen peroxide /.haidradssn ps'rok 
said/ noun a solution used as a disinfectant 
hydrolysis /hai'drobsis/ noun the breaking 
down of a chemical compound when it reacts 
with water to produce two or more different 
compounds, as in the conversion of starch to 
glucose 
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hydroma /hai'droumo/ noun same as hygro¬ 
ma 

hydrometer /hai'dromito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which measures the density of a liquid 
hydromyelia /.haidroumai'iilio/ noun a 
condition in which fluid swells the central ca¬ 
nal of the spinal cord 

hydronephrosis /.haidroune'frousis/ noun 
swelling of the pelvis of a kidney caused by ac¬ 
cumulation of water due to infection or a kid¬ 
ney stone blocking the ureter 
hydropathy /hai'dropoGi/ noun the treat¬ 
ment of injuries or disease by bathing in water 
or drinking mineral waters 
hydropericarditis /.haidrou.perikai'daitis/, 
hydropericardium /.haidroi^peri'kaidiom/ 
noun an accumulation of liquid round the heart 
hydroperitoneum /.haidrou.perito'niiom/ 
noun a build-up of fluid in the peritoneal cavity 
(note: The plural is hydroperitoneums or hy¬ 
droperitonea.) 

hydrophobia /.haidro'foubio/ noun same as 

rabies 

comment: Hydrophobia affects the mental 
balance, and the symptoms include difficulty 
in breathing or swallowing and a horror of wa¬ 
ter. 

hydropneumoperitoneum /.haidrou 
injuimou.perito'niiom/ noun a condition in 
which watery fluid and gas collect in the peri¬ 
toneal cavity 

hydropneumothorax /.haidrot^njuimou 
'Goiraeks/ noun a condition in which watery 
fluid and gas collect in the pleural cavity 
(note: The plural is hydropneumothoraxes or 
hydropneumothoraces.) 
hydrops /'haidraps/ noun same as oedema 
(note: The plural is hydropses.) 
hydrorrhoea /.haidrou'riio/ noun a dis¬ 
charge of watery fluid (note: The US spelling is 
hydrorrhea.) 

hydrosalpinx /.haidrou'saslpirjks/ noun an 
occasion when watery fluid collects in one or 
both of the Fallopian tubes, causing swelling 
(note: The plural is hydrosalpinges.) 
hydrotherapy /.haidrou'Geropi/ noun a type 
of physiotherapy involving treatment in water, 
where people are put in hot baths or are en¬ 
couraged to swim 

hydrothorax /.haidrou'Goirasks/ noun the 
collection of liquid in the pleural cavity 
hydrotubation /.haidroutjui'beiJOjn/ 
noun an act of putting a fluid through the neck 
of the uterus and the Fallopian tubes under 
pressure to check whether the tubes are 
blocked 

hydroureter /.haidrouju'riito/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which water or urine collect in the 
ureter because it is blocked 
hydroxide /hai'draksaid/ noun a chemical 
compound containing a hydroxyl group 


hyperacusis 

hydroxyproline /hai,droksi'pr3uli:n/ noun 
an amino acid present in some proteins, espe¬ 
cially in collagen 

hygiene /'haid 3 i:n/ noun 1 . the procedures 
and principles designed to keep things clean 
and to keep conditions healthy O Nurses have 
to maintain a strict personal hygiene. 2. the 
science of health 

hygienic /hai'd 3 i:nik/ adjective 1. clean O 
Don’t touch the food with dirty hands - it isn ’t 
hygienic. 2. producing healthy conditions 
hygienist /'haid 3 i:mst/ noun a person who 
specialises in hygiene and its application 
hygr- /haigr/ prefix same as hygro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

hygro- /haigrou/ prefix relating to moisture 
hygroma /hai'groumo/ noun a kind of cyst 
which contains a thin fluid 
hymen /'haimen/ noun a membrane which 
partially covers the vaginal passage in a female 
who has never had sexual intercourse 
hymenectomy ^haimo'nektomi/ noun 1. 
the surgical removal of the hymen, or an oper¬ 
ation to increase the size of the opening of the 
hymen 2. the surgical removal of any mem¬ 
brane 

hymenotomy /.haimo'nDtomi/ noun an in¬ 
cision of the hymen during surgery 
hyo- /haiou/ prefix relating to the hyoid bone 
hyoglossus /.haiou'glosos/ noun a muscle 
which is attached to the hyoid bone and de¬ 
presses the tongue 

hyoid /'haioid/ adjective relating to the hyoid 
bone 

hyoid bone /'haioid boun/ noun a small U- 
shaped bone at the base of the tongue 
hyoscine /'haiousiin/ noun a drug used as a 
sedative, in particular for treatment of motion 
sickness 

hyp- /haip/ prefix same as hypo- ( used before 
vowels) 

hypaemia /hai'piimio/ noun an insufficient 
amount of blood in the body 
hypalgesia /,haipaerd 3 i:zio/ noun low sen¬ 
sitivity to pain 

hyper- /haipo/ prefix higher or too much. Op¬ 
posite hypo- 

hyperacidity ^haiporo'siditi/ noun the pro¬ 
duction of more acid in the stomach than is 
usual. Also called acidity, acid stomach 
hyperacousia /.haiporo'kjuizio/ noun 

same as hyperacusis 

hyperactive /haipor'asktrv/ adjective very 
or unusually active 

hyperactivity /haiporask'tivoti/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which something or someone, e.g. a 
gland or a child, is too active 
hyperacusis /.haiporo'kjuisis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which someone is very sensitive to 
sounds 
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hyperadrenalism /.haiporo'driinbjlizbjm/ 
noun a disorder in which too many adrenal 
hormones are produced, e.g. because of pitui¬ 
tary gland malfunction, a tumour of the adre¬ 
nal gland or high doses of steroids 
hyperaemia /.haipor'iimb/ noun excess 
blood in any part of the body 
hyperaesthesia /.haiporiis'Oiizb/ noun an 
extremely high sensitivity in the skin 
hyperalgesia /.haiporael'dsiizb/ noun an 
increased sensitivity to pain 
hyperalimentation /.haipor.aelimen 

'teiJ(o)n/ noun the feeding of large amounts of 
nutrients by mouth or intravenously to some¬ 
one with serious nutritional deficiency 
hyperandrogenism /.haiporse 

'drDd33niz(3)m/ noun a condition in which a 
woman produces too many androgens, associ¬ 
ated with many problems such as hirsutism, 
acne, infertility and polycystic ovarian disease 
hyperbaric /.haipo'baerik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a treatment in which someone is given 
oxygen at high pressure, used to treat carbon 
monoxide poisoning 

hypercalcaemia /.haipokael'siimb/ noun 
an excess of calcium in the blood 
hypercalcinuria /.haipokselsi 'njuorb/ 
noun a condition in which an unusually high 
amount of calcium occurs in the urine 
hypercapnia /.haipo'kaspnb/ noun an unu¬ 
sually high concentration of carbon dioxide in 
the bloodstream 

hypercatabolism /.haipoko'tasboliz^m/ 
noun a condition in which the body breaks 
down its own tissues or a particular substance 
too much. It causes weight loss and wasting, 
hyperchloraemia /.haipokbi'riimb/ noun 
a condition in which there is too much chloride 
in the blood 

hyperchlorhydria /.haipokbi'haidrb/ noun 
an excess of hydrochloric acid in the stomach 
hyperdactylism /,haip3'daektiliz(3)m/ 
noun the condition of having more than the 
usual number of fingers or toes. Also called 
polydactylism 

hyperemesis /.haipor'emisis/ noun exces¬ 
sive vomiting (note: The plural is hypereme¬ 
ses.) 

hyperemesis gravidarum /.haiporemisis 
^rsevi'deorom/ noun uncontrollable vomit¬ 
ing in pregnancy 

hyperextension ^haiporik'stenjon/ noun 
the act of stretching an arm or leg beyond its 
usual limits of movement 
hyperflexion /.haipo'flekjbn/ noun the act 
of flexing a joint beyond the usual limit O a 
hyperflexion injury 

hyperfunction /'haipo.fApkJXojn/ noun ex¬ 
cessive activity of a gland or other organ of the 
body 


hypergalactia /.haipogo'lasktb/, hyperga- 
lactosis /.haipOigeebk'tousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which too much milk is secreted 
hyperglycaemia /.haipoglai'siimb/ noun 
an excess of glucose in the blood 
hyperhidrosis ^haipohai'drousis/ noun a 
condition in which too much sweat is pro¬ 
duced 

hyperinsulinism /.haipor'insjulinizCojm/ 
noun the reaction of a diabetic to an excessive 
dose of insulin or to hypoglycaemia 
hyperkalaemia /.haipokas'liimb/ noun a 
condition in which too much potassium occurs 
in the blood, which can result in cardiac arrest. 
Various possible causes include kidney failure 
and chemotherapy. 

hyperkeratosis /.haipokero'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which the outer layer of the skin 
becomes unusually thickened 
hyperkinesia /.haipoki'niizb/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which there is unusually great 
strength or movement 

hyperkinetic syndrome /.haipoki'netik 
.sindroum/ noun a condition in which some¬ 
one experiences fatigue, shortness of breath, 
pain under the heart and palpitation 
hyperlipidaemia /.haipolipi'diimb/ noun 
the pathological increase of the amount of lip¬ 
ids, or fat, in the blood 

hypermenorrhoea ^haipomeno'riio/ noun 
menstruation in which the flow is excessive 
hypermetropia /.haipomi'troupb/, hyper¬ 
opia /.haipo'roupb/ noun a condition in 
which someone sees more clearly objects 
which are a long way away, but cannot see ob¬ 
jects which are close. Also called longsight¬ 
edness, hyperopia 

hypernatraemia /.haiponse'triimb/ noun a 
serious condition occurring most often in ba¬ 
bies or elderly people, in which too much so¬ 
dium is present in the blood as a result of loss 
of water and electrolytes through diarrhoea, 
excessive sweating, not drinking enough or ex¬ 
cessive salt intake 

hypernephroma /.haipono'froumo/ noun 

same as Grawitz tumour 
hyperopia ^haipo'roupio/ noun same as hy¬ 
permetropia 

hyperostosis /haiporo'stousis/ noun ex¬ 
cessive overgrowth on the outside surface of a 
bone, especially the frontal bone 
hyperparathyroidism /.haipo.paero'Bai 
roidiz(o)m/ noun an unusually high concen¬ 
tration of parathyroid hormone in the body. It 
causes various medical problems including 
damage to the kidneys. 

hyperphagia /,haipo'feid 3 b/ noun long¬ 
term compulsive overeating 
hyperpiesia ^haipopai'iizb/ noun same as 

hypertension 
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hyperpiesis /.haipopai'iisis/ noun unusual¬ 
ly high pressure, especially of the blood 
hyperpituitarism /,haip9'pitju:itor 
,iz(3)m/ noun a condition in which the pitui¬ 
tary gland is overactive 
hyperplasia /.haipo'pleizio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which there is an increase in the number 
of cells in an organ 

hyperpnoea /.haipo'pniio/ noun unusually 
deep or fast breathing, e.g. after physical exer¬ 
cise 

hyperpyrexia ^haipopai'reksio/ noun a body 
temperature of above 41.1 ° C 
hypersecretion /.haiposi'kriij^n/ noun a 
condition in which too much of a substance is 
secreted 

hypersensitive /.haipo'sensitiv/ adjective 
referring to a person who reacts more strongly 
than usual to an antigen 
hypersensitivity /.haiposensi'tiviti/ noun 
a condition in which someone reacts very 
strongly to something such as an allergic sub¬ 
stance O her hypersensitivity to dust O Ana¬ 
phylactic shock shows hypersensitivity to an 
injection. 

hypersplenism / l haip9'spleniz(9)m/ noun a 
condition in which too many red blood cells 
are destroyed by the spleen, which is often en¬ 
larged 

hypertelorism / l haipo l teloriz(o)m/ noun a 
condition in which there is too much space be¬ 
tween two organs or parts of the body 
hypertension /.haipo'tenjon/ noun arterial 
blood pressure that is higher than the usual 
range for gender and age. Also called high 
blood pressure, hyperpiesia. Compare hypo¬ 
tension 

comment: Hypertension is without a specific 
cause in more than 50% of cases (essential 
hypertension) but may be associated with 
other diseases. It is treated with drugs such as 
beta blockers, ACE inhibitors, diuretics and 
calcium channel blockers, 
hypertensive /.haipo'tensiv/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to high blood pressure 
hypertensive headache /.haipotensiv 
'hedeik/ noun a headache caused by high 
blood pressure 

hypertensive retinopathy /.haipotensiv 
.retin'DpoGi/ noun changes in the retina 
caused by local bleeding and a restricted blood 
supply that threaten eyesight, as the condition 
indicates that the blood pressure is excessively 
high 

hyperthermia /,haipo 1 03 :inio/ noun a very 
high body temperature 

hyperthyroidism /.haipo'GairoidizCo^ 
noun a condition in which the thyroid gland is 
too active and releases unusual amounts of 
thyroid hormones into the blood, giving rise to 
a rapid heartbeat, sweating and trembling. It 


can be treated with carbimazole. Also called 

thyrotoxicosis 

hypertonia ^haipo'tounio/ noun an in¬ 
creased rigidity and spasticity of the muscles 
hypertonic /.haipo'tDmk/ adjective 1. refer¬ 
ring to a solution which has a higher osmotic 
pressure than another specified solution 2. re¬ 
ferring to a muscle which is under unusually 
high tension 

hypertrichosis /.haipotri'kousis/ noun a 
condition in which someone has excessive 
growth of hair on the body or on part of the 
body 

hypertrophic /.haipo'tmfik/ adjective asso¬ 
ciated with hypertrophy 
hypertrophic rhinitis /.haipotrofik rai 
'naitis/ noun a condition in which the mucous 
membranes in the nose become thicker 
hypertrophy /hai'psitrofi/ noun an increase 
in the number or size of cells in a tissue 
hypertropia /.haipo'troupio/ noun US same 
as hypermetropia 

hyperventilate ^haipo'ventileit/ verb to 
breathe very fast O We hyperventilate as an ex¬ 
pression of fear or excitement. 
hyperventilation /,haip9venti'leij(3)n/ 
noun very fast breathing which can be accom¬ 
panied by dizziness or tetany 
hypervitaminosis /.haipo.vitomi'nousis/ 
noun a condition caused by taking too many 
synthetic vitamins, especially Vitamins A and 
D 

hypervolaemia /.haipovD'liimio/ noun a 
condition in which there is too much plasma in 
the blood 

hyphaema /hai'fiimio/ noun bleeding into 
the front chamber of the eye 
hypn- /hipn/ prefix referring to sleep 
hypnosis /hip'nousis/ noun a state like 
sleep, but caused artificially, where a person 
can remember forgotten events in the past and 
will do whatever the hypnotist tells him or her 
to do 

hypnotherapist /.hipnou'Geropist/ noun a 
person who practises hypnotherapy 
hypnotherapy ^hipnou'Geropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment by hypnosis, used in treating some addic¬ 
tions 

hypnotic /hip'notik/ adjective 1 . relating to 
hypnosis and hypnotism 2. referring to a state 
which is like sleep but which is caused artifi¬ 
cially 3. referring to a drug which causes sleep 
hypnotise /'hipnotaiz/, hypnotize verb to 
make someone go into a state where he or she 
appears to be asleep, and will do whatever the 
hypnotist suggests O He hypnotises his pa¬ 
tients, and then persuades them to reveal their 
hidden problems. 

hypnotism /'hipn9tiz(o)m/ noun the tech¬ 
niques used to induce hypnosis 
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hypnotist /'hipnotist/ noun a person who 
hypnotises other people O The hypnotist 
passed his hand in front of her eyes and she 
went immediately to sleep. 
hypo /'haipou/ noun ( informal) 1. same as hy¬ 
podermic syringe 2. an attack of hypoglycae- 
mia, experienced, e.g., by people who are dia¬ 
betic 

hypo- /haipou/ prefix less, too little or beneath 
hypoacidity ^haipouo'siditi/ noun unusual¬ 
ly low acidity, especially in the stomach 
hypoaesthesia /.haipouiis'Biizio/ noun a 
condition in which someone has a diminished 
sense of touch 

hypoallergenic ^haipouolo'dsenik/ adjec¬ 
tive not likely to cause an allergic reaction 
hypocalcaemia /.haipouksersiimio/ noun 
an unusually low amount of calcium in the 
blood, which can cause tetany 
hypocapnia ^haipou'kaepnio/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which there is not enough carbon di¬ 
oxide in the blood 

hypochloraemia /.haipoukbi'riimio/ noun 
a condition in which there are not enough 
chlorine ions in the blood 
hypochlorhydria /.haipoukb: 'haidrb/ 
noun a condition in which there is not enough 
hydrochloric acid in the stomach 
hypochondria /.haipou'kDndrb/ noun a 
condition in which a person is too worried 
about his or her own health and believes he or 
she is ill 

hypochondriac /.haipou'kDndriaek/ noun a 
person who worries about his or her health too 
much 

hypochondriac region /.haipou'kon 
drisek ,ri:d 3 on/ noun one of two parts of the 
upper abdomen, on either side of the epigastri¬ 
um below the floating ribs 
hypochondrium ^haipou'kondrbm/ noun 
one of the two hypochondriac regions in the 
upper part of the abdomen 
hypochromic /.haipou'kroumik/ adjective 
referring to blood cells or body tissue which 
do not have the usual amount of pigmentation 
O hypochromic scars 

hypochromic anaemia /.haipoukroumik 
o'niimb/ noun anaemia where haemoglobin is 
reduced in proportion to the number of red 
blood cells, which then appear very pale 
hypodermic /,haip9'd3:mik/ adjective be¬ 
neath the skin ■ noun a hypodermic syringe, 
needle or injection ( informal ) 
hypodermic injection /.haipodsimik in 
'dgekjbn/ noun an injection of a liquid, e.g. a 
painkilling drug, beneath the skin. Also called 
subcutaneous injection 
hypodermic needle /.haipodsimik 
'ni:d(o)l/ noun a needle for injecting liquid un¬ 
der the skin 


hypodermic syringe /.haipodsimik si 
'rind 3 / noun a syringe fitted with a hypoder¬ 
mic needle for injecting liquid under the skin 
hypofibrinogenaemia /.haipo^fibrinou 
d39'niimb/ noun a condition in which there is 
not enough fibrinogen in the blood, e.g. be¬ 
cause of several blood transfusions or as an in¬ 
herited condition 

hypogammaglobulinaemia /.haipougasmo 
.glDbjulin'iimb/ noun an unusually low con¬ 
centration of gamma globulin in the blood that 
causes an immune deficiency. It may be 
present from birth or acquired later in life, 
hypogastrium /.haipo'gcestrbm/ noun the 
part of the abdomen beneath the stomach 
hypoglossal /.haipou'glDsol/ adjective 1. 
underneath or on the lower side of the tongue 
2. relating to the hypoglossal nerve 
hypoglossal nerve /haipo'glDs(3)l n3iv/ 
noun the twelfth cranial nerve which governs 
the muscles of the tongue 
hypoglycaemia /.haipouglai'siimb/ noun 
a low concentration of glucose in the blood 
comment: Hypoglycaemia affects diabetics 
who feel weak from lack of sugar. A hypogly- 
caemic attack can be prevented by eating glu¬ 
cose or a lump of sugar when feeling faint, 
hypoglycaemic /.haipouglai'siimik/ adjec¬ 
tive having hypoglycaemia 
hypoglycaemic coma /.haipouglai 
,si:mik 'koumo/ noun a state of unconscious¬ 
ness affecting diabetics after taking an over¬ 
dose of insulin 

hypohidrosis /.haipouhai'drousis/, hy- 
poidrosis /haipoi'drousis/ noun a condition 
in which someone produces too little sweat 
hypoinsulinism /.haipou'msjulinizCojm/ 
noun a condition in which the body does not 
have enough insulin, often because of a prob¬ 
lem with the pancreas 

hypokalaemia ^haipoukse'liimb/ noun a 
deficiency of potassium in the blood 
hypomania /.haipou'meinb/ noun a state of 
mild mania or overexcitement, especially 
when part of a manic-depressive cycle 
hypomenorrhoea /.haipomeno'riio/ noun 
the production of too little blood at menstrua¬ 
tion 

hypometropia /.haipoumi'troupb/ noun 

same as myopia 

hyponatraemia /.haipounae'triimb/ noun a 
lack of sodium in the body 
hypoparathyroidism /.haipot^paero'Bai 
roidiz(o)m/ noun a condition in which the par¬ 
athyroid glands do not secrete enough parath¬ 
yroid hormone, leading to low blood calcium 
and muscle spasms 

hypopharynx /.haipou'fserirjks/ noun the 
part of the pharynx between the hyoid bone 
and the bottom of the cricoid cartilage (note: 

The plural is hypopharynxes or hypopharyn- 
ges.) 
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hypoventilation 


hypophyseal /.haipo'fiziol/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the pituitary gland 
hypophyseal stalk /.haipofiziol 'stoik/ 
noun a funnel-shaped stem which attaches the 
pituitary gland to the hypothalamus 
hypophysectomy /hai.pDfi'sektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of the pituitary gland 
hypophysis cerebri /hai.pofosis 'serobri/ 
noun same as pituitary gland 
hypopiesis /.haipoupai'nsis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the blood pressure is too low 
hypopituitarism /.haipoupi'tjuntor 
,iz(o)m/ noun a condition in which the pitui¬ 
tary gland is underactive 
hypoplasia ^haipou'pleizio/ noun a lack of 
development or incorrect formation of a body 
tissue or an organ 

hypoplastic left heart /haipou,pkestik 
left 'ha:t/ noun a serious heart disorder in 
which the left side of the heart does not devel¬ 
op properly, leading to death within six weeks 
of birth unless surgery is performed 
hypopnoea ^haipou'pniio/ noun unusually 
shallow and slow breathing 
hypoproteinaemia ^haipouprouti'niimio/ 
noun a condition in which there is not enough 
protein in the blood 

hypoprothrombinaemia /.haipouprou 
^rombi'niimio/ noun a condition in which 
there is not enough prothrombin in the blood, 
so that the person bleeds and bruises easily 
hypopyon ^haipo'paion/ noun an accumu¬ 
lation of pus in the aqueous humour in the 
front chamber of the eye 
hyposensitise ^haipou'sensitaiz/, hypo- 
sensitize verb to reduce someone’s sensitivity 
to something, e.g. in the treatment of allergies 
hyposensitive ^haipou'sensitiv/ adjective 
being less sensitive than usual 
hyposensitivity /.haipou.sensi'trviti/ 
noun an unusually low sensitivity to stimuli 
such as allergens 

hypospadias ^haipo'speidios/ noun a con¬ 
genital condition of the wall of the male ure¬ 
thra or the vagina, so that the opening occurs 
on the under side of the penis or in the vagina. 
Compare epispadias 

hypostasis /hai'postosis/ noun a condition 
in which fluid accumulates in part of the body 
because of poor circulation 
hypostatic /.haipou'stsetik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to hypostasis 

hypostatic eczema /.haipoustastik 'eksimo/ 
noun same as varicose eczema 
hypostatic pneumonia /.haipoustastik 
njui'mounio/ noun pneumonia caused by flu¬ 
id accumulating in the lungs of a bedridden 
person with a weak heart 
hyposthenia /,haipDs'0i:ni3/ noun a condi¬ 
tion of unusual bodily weakness 


hypotension /.haipou'tenjon/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the pressure of the blood is un¬ 
usually low. Also called low blood pressure. 
Compare hypertension 
hypotensive ^haipo'tensiv/ adjective hav¬ 
ing low blood pressure 

hypothalamic /.haipouGo'laemik/ adjective 
referring to the hypothalamus 

hypothalamic hormone /.haipouGo 
.laemik 'hoimoun/ noun same as releasing 
hormone 

hypothalamus /.haipou'Gaelomos/ noun the 
part of the brain above the pituitary gland, 
which controls the production of hormones by 
the pituitary gland and regulates important 
bodily functions such as hunger, thirst and 
sleep. See illustration at brain in Supplement 
hypothalmus ^haipou'Gaelmos/ noun same 
as hypothalamus (note: The plural is hypoth- 
almuses or hypothalmi.) 
hypothenar /hai'poGino/ adjective referring 
to the soft fat part of the palm beneath the little 
finger 

hypothenar eminence /ha^poGino 
'eminons/ noun a lump on the palm beneath 
the little finger. Compare thenar 
hypothermal /.haipou'GsimCo)!/ adjective 
referring to hypothermia 
hypothermia / ( haipou'03:mi9/ noun a re¬ 
duction in body temperature below normal, for 
medical purposes taken to be below 35°C 
‘.. .inadvertent hypothermia can readily occur in pa¬ 
tients undergoing surgery when there is reduced heat 
production and a greater potential for heat loss to the 
environment’ [British Journal of Nursing] 
hypothermic ^haipo'Gsimik/ adjective suf¬ 
fering from hypothermia O Examination re¬ 
vealed that she was hypothermic, with a rectal 
temperature of only 29.4°C. 
hypothermic perfusion /,haip303:mik po 
'fjui 3 (o)n/ noun a method of preserving a do¬ 
nor organ by introducing a preserving solution 
and storing the organ at a low temperature 
hypothesis /hai'poGosis/ noun a suggested 
explanation for an observation or experimental 
result, which is then refined or disproved by 
further investigation 

hypothyroidism /,haip9u'0airoidiz(3)m/ 
noun underactivity of the thyroid gland 
hypotonia /.haipou'tounio/ noun reduced 
tone of the skeletal muscles 
hypotonic /.haipou'tonik/ adjective 1. 
showing hypotonia 2. referring to a solution 
with a lower osmotic pressure than plasma 
hypotrichosis /.haipoutri'kousis/ noun a 
condition in which less hair develops than usu¬ 
al. Compare alopecia (note: The plural is hy¬ 
potrichoses.) 

hypotropia /.haipou'troupio/ noun a form 
of squint where one eye looks downwards 
hypoventilation /,haip9uventiTeiJ(3)n/ 
noun very slow breathing 
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hypovitaminosis 

hypovitaminosis /.haipou.vitomi'nousis/ 
noun a lack of vitamins 
hypoxaemia /.haipDk'siimio/ noun an inad¬ 
equate supply of oxygen in the arterial blood 
hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl trans¬ 
ferase noun full form of HPRT 
hypoxia /hai'pDksia/ noun 1 . an inadequate 
supply of oxygen to tissue as a result of a lack 
of oxygen in the arterial blood 2. same as hy¬ 
poxaemia 

hyster- /histo/ prefix same as hystero- ( used 
before vowels) 

hysteralgia /.histor'asidso/ noun pain in the 
uterus 

hysterectomy /.histo'rektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of the uterus, often either to 
treat cancer or because of the presence of fi¬ 
broids 

hysteria /hi'stiorio/ noun a term formerly 
used in psychiatry, but now informally used 
for a condition in which the person appears un¬ 
stable, and may scream and wave their arms 
about, but also is repressed, and may be slow 
to react to outside stimuli (dated) 
hysterical /hi'sterik(3)l/ adjective referring 
to a reaction showing hysteria ( informal ) 
hysterically /hi'sterikli/ adverb in a hysteri¬ 
cal way ( informal) 

hysterical personality /hi,sterik(o)l 
.psiso'nseliti/ noun the mental condition of a 
person who is unstable, lacks usual feelings 
and is dependent on others (dated) 
hysterics /hi'steriks/ noun an attack of hys¬ 
teria (dated) 


hystericus /hi'sterikos/ * globus hysteri¬ 
cus 

hystero- /historou/ prefix referring to the 
uterus 

hysterocele /'historousiil/ noun same as 

uterocele 

hystero-oophorectomy /.historou .ouofo 
'rektomi/ noun the surgical removal of the 
uterus, the uterine tubes and the ovaries 
hysteroptosis /.historop'tousis/ noun pro¬ 
lapse of the uterus 

hysterosalpingo-contrast sonography / 

.histerou.saslpiggou ,kontra:st son'ogrofi/ 
noun examination of the uterus and Fallopian 
tubes by ultrasound. Abbr HYCOSY 
hysterosalpingography /.historou.sselpiq 
'gDgrofi/ noun an X-ray examination of the 
uterus and Fallopian tubes following injection 
of radio-opaque material. Also called uteros¬ 
alpingography 

hysterosalpingostomy /.historou.saelpig 
'gDStomi/ noun an operation to remake an 
opening between the uterine tube and the uter¬ 
us, to help with infertility problems 
hysteroscope /'historoskoup/ noun a tube 
for inspecting the inside of the uterus 
hysteroscopy /.histo'roskopi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of the uterine cavity using a hyster¬ 
oscope or fibrescope 

hysterotomy /.histo'rotomi/ noun a surgical 
incision into the uterus, as in caesarean section 
or for some types of abortion 

hysterotrachelorrhaphy /.historou.trsekio 
'lDrofi/ noun an operation to repair a tear in the 
cervix 
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-iasis /aiosis/ suffix disease caused by some¬ 
thing O amoebiasis 

iatro- /aisetrou/ prefix relating to medicine or 
doctors 

iatrogenesis /ai.setrou'dsenosis/ noun any 
condition caused by the actions of doctors or 
other healthcare professionals 
iatrogenic /ai.aetro^enik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a condition which is caused by a doc¬ 
tor’s treatment for another disease or condition 
O an iatrogenic infection 
comment: An iatrogenic condition can be 
caused by a drug, i.e. a side effect, by infec¬ 
tion from the doctor or simply by worry about 
possible treatment. 

IBS abbr irritable bowel syndrome 
ibuprofen /.aibjui'proufon/ noun a nonster¬ 
oidal anti-inflammatory drug that relieves pain 
and swelling, especially in arthritis and rheu¬ 
matism. It is also widely used as a household 
painkiller. 

ice bag /'ais bseg/, icebag, ice pack /'ais 
pask/ noun a cold compress made of lumps of 
ice wrapped in a cloth or put in a special bag 
and held against an injured part of the body to 
reduce pain or swelling 
ichthamol /ik'GcemDl/ noun a thick dark red 
liquid which is a mild antiseptic and analgesic, 
used in the treatment of skin diseases 
ichthyosis /.ikGi'ousis/ noun a hereditary 
condition in which the skin does not form 
properly, resulting in a dry, non-inflammatory 
and scaly appearance 

ICM abbr International Confederation of Mid¬ 
wives 

ICN abbr 1. International Council of Nurses 2. 

infection control nurse 

ICP abbr intracranial pressure 

ICRC abbr International Committee of the 

Red Cross 

ICSH abbr interstitial cell stimulating hor¬ 
mone 

icteric /ik'terik/ adjective referring to some¬ 
one with jaundice 

icterus /' rktnros/ noun same as jaundice 


icterus gravis neonatorum /.iktoros 
.graevis .niiouno'toirom/ noun jaundice as¬ 
sociated with erythroblastosis fetalis 
ictus /'iktos/ noun a stroke or fit 
ICU abbr intensive care unit 
id /id/ noun (in Freudian psychology) the basic 
unconscious drives which exist in hidden 
forms in a person 

ideation /,aidi'eij(3)n/ noun the act or proc¬ 
ess of imagining or forming thoughts and ideas 
identical twins /ai'dentik(o)l twinz/ plural 
noun twins who are exactly the same in ap¬ 
pearance because they developed from the 
same ovum. Also called monozygotic twins, 
uniovular twins 

identification /ai,dentifi'keij*(3)n/ noun 
the act of discovering or stating who someone 
is or what something is □ identification with 
someone the act of associating with and un¬ 
consciously taking on the viewpoints and be¬ 
haviours of one or more other people 
identity bracelet /ai'dentiti .breisbt/, 
identity label /ai'dentiti ,leib(3)l/ noun a la¬ 
bel attached to the wrist of a newborn baby or 
patient in hospital, so that he or she can be 
identified 

ideo- /aidiou/ prefix involving ideas 

idio- /idiou/ prefix referring to one particular 

person 

idiopathic /^dio'paeGik/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to a disease with no obvious cause 2. re¬ 
ferring to idiopathy 

idiopathic epilepsy /.idiopasGik 'epi.lepsi/ 
noun epilepsy not caused by a brain disorder, 
beginning during childhood or adolescence 
idiopathy /.idi'DpoGi/ noun a condition 
which develops without any known cause 
idiosyncrasy /.idiou'sirjkrosi/ noun a way 
of behaving which is particular to one person 
idiot savant /,idiou 'saevDp/ noun a person 
with learning difficulties who also possesses a 
single particular mental ability, such as the 
ability to play music by ear, to draw remem¬ 
bered objects or to do mental calculations, 
which is very highly developed 



idioventricular 

idioventricular /.idiouven'trikjulo/ adjec¬ 
tive relating to the ventricles of the heart 
idioventricular rhythm /.idiouven.trikjuta 
'rid(9)m/ noun a slow natural rhythm in the 
ventricles of the heart, but not in the atria 
IDK abbr internal derangement of the knee 
lg abbr immunoglobulin 
lg A antiendomysial antibody /,ai d 3 i: ei 
.aentiendoi^maisiol 'asntibDdi/ noun a sero¬ 
logical screening test for coeliac disease 
IHD abbr ischaemic heart disease 
IL-1 abbr interleukin-1 
IL-2 abbr interleukin-2 

ile- /ili/ prefix same as ileo- ( used before vow¬ 
els) 

ilea /'ilio/ plural of ileum 

ileac /'iliask/ adjective 1 . relating to an ileus 2. 

relating to the ileum 

ileal /'iliol/ adjective referring to the ileum 
ileal bladder /.iliol 'blasdo/, ileal conduit / 

,iliol 'kDndjuit/ noun an artificial tube formed 
when the ureters are linked to part of the ileum, 
and that part is linked to an opening in the ab¬ 
dominal wall 

ileal pouch /,iliol 'pautJV noun a part of the 
small intestine which is made into a new rec¬ 
tum in a surgical operation, freeing someone 
from the need for an ileostomy after their co¬ 
lon is removed 

ileectomy /^li'ektomi/ noun the surgical re¬ 
moval of all or part of the ileum 
ileitis /.ili'aitis/ noun inflammation of the il¬ 
eum 

ileo- /iliou/ prefix relating to the ileum 
ileocaecal /,iliso 1 si:k(3)l/ adjective referring 
to the ileum and the caecum 
ileocaecal orifice /.iliousiikOjl 'orifis/ 
noun an opening where the small intestine 
joins the large intestine 
ileocaecal valve /,ili:ousi:k(o)l 'vcelv/ noun a 
valve at the end of the ileum, which allows 
food to pass from the ileum into the caecum 
ileocaecocystoplasty /,iliou, siikou 1 saitou 
plaesti/ noun an operation to reconstruct the 
bladder using a piece of the combined ileum 
and caecum 

ileocolic /.iliou'kolik/ adjective referring to 
both the ileum and the colon 
ileocolic artery /.iliioukolik 'aitori/ noun a 
branch of the superior mesenteric artery 
ileocolitis /.iliouko'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of both the ileum and the colon 
ileocolostomy /.iliouko'lDstomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make a link directly be¬ 
tween the ileum and the colon 
ileoproctostomy /.iliouprok'tDstomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to create a link be¬ 
tween the ileum and the rectum 
ileorectal /,iliou'rekt(o)l/ adjective referring 
to both the ileum and the rectum 


ileosigmoidostomy /.ilbusigmoi'dostomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to create a link be¬ 
tween the ileum and the sigmoid colon 
ileostomy /.ili'DStomi/ noun a surgical oper¬ 
ation to make an opening between the ileum 
and the abdominal wall to act as an artificial 
opening for excretion of faeces 
ileostomy bag /ili'Dstomi baeg/ noun a bag 
attached to the opening made by an ileostomy, 
to collect faeces as they are passed out of the 
body 

ileum /'iliom/ noun the lower part of the small 
intestine, between the jejunum and the cae¬ 
cum. Compare ilium. See illustration at diges¬ 
tive system in Supplement (note: The plural is 

ilea.) 

comment: The ileum is the longest section of 
the small intestine, being about 2.5 metres 
long. 

ileus /'ilios/ noun obstruction of the intestine, 

usually distension caused by loss of muscular 

action in the bowel. } paralytic ileus 

ili- /ili/ prefix same as ilio- {used before vowels) 

ilia /'ilia/ plural of ilium 

iliac /'ilisek/ adjective referring to the ilium 

iliac crest /,iliaek 'krest/ noun a curved top 

edge of the ilium. See illustration at pelvis in 

Supplement 

iliac fossa /.ilisek 'fDSo/ noun a depression 
on the inner side of the hip bone 
iliac region /'iliaek ,ri:d 3 on/ noun one of two 
regions of the lower abdomen, on either side of 
the hypogastrium 

iliac spine /'ilisek spam/ noun a projection at 
the posterior end of the iliac crest 
iliac US /ili'sekos/ noun a muscle in the groin 
which flexes the thigh 
ilio- /iliou/ prefix relating to the ilium 
iliococcygeal /^lioukok'sidsiol/ adjective 
referring to both the ilium and the coccyx 
iliolumbar /.iliou'lAmbo/ adjective referring 
to the iliac and lumbar regions 
iliopectineal /.ilioupek'tiniol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to both the ilium and the pubis 
iliopectineal eminence /.ilioupektiniol 
'eminons/ noun a raised area on the inner sur¬ 
face of the innominate bone 
iliopsoas /.iliou'souos/ noun a muscle 
formed from the iliacus and psoas muscles 
iliopubic /,iliou'pju:bik/ adjective same as il¬ 
iopectineal 

iliopubic eminence /.iliou.pjuibik 
'eminons/ noun same as iliopectineal emi¬ 
nence 

iliotibial tract /.iliou'tibiol .traekt/ noun a 
thick fascia which runs from the ilium to the 
tibia 

ilium /'iliom/ noun the top part of each of the 
hip bones, which form the pelvis. Compare il¬ 
eum. See illustration at pelvis in Supplement 
(note: The plural is ilia.) 
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ill /il/ adjective not well O If you feel very ill 
you ought to see a doctor. 
illegal abortion /i,li:g(3)l 3'b3:J(3)n/ noun 
same as criminal abortion 
ill health /,il 'hel0/ noun the fact of not being 
well O He has been in ill health for some time. 
O She has a history of ill health. O He had to 
retire early for reasons of ill health. 
illness /'linos/ noun 1. a state of not being 
well O Most of the children stayed away from 
school because of illness. 2. a type of disease 
O Scarlet fever is no longer considered to be a 
very serious illness. O He is in hospital with an 
infectious tropical illness. 
illusion /i'lu: 3 (o)n/ noun a condition in 
which a person has a wrong perception of ex¬ 
ternal objects 

i.m., IM abbr intramuscular 
image /'imid 3 / noun a sensation, e.g. a smell, 
sight or taste, which is remembered clearly 
imagery /'imid33ri/ noun visual sensations 
clearly produced in the mind 
imaginary /i'maed3in(9)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to something which does not exist but is 
imagined 

imaginary playmate /i.masdsinori 'pleil 
meit/ noun a friend who does not exist but 
who is imagined by a small child to exist 
imagination /i l m£ed3i'neij'(9)n/ noun the 
ability to see or invent things in your mind O 
In her imagination she saw herself sitting on a 
beach in the sun. 

imagine /i‘maed 3 in/ verb to see, hear or feel 
something in your mind O Imagine yourself 
sitting on the beach in the sun. O I thought I 
heard someone shout, but I must have imag¬ 
ined it because there is no one there. □ to im¬ 
agine things to have delusions O She keeps 
imagining things. O Sometimes he imagines he 
is swimming in the sea. 
imaging /'imid 3 ir)/ noun a technique for cre¬ 
ating pictures of sections of the body, using 
scanners attached to computers 
imbalance /im'bselons/ noun a situation in 
which things are unequal or in the wrong pro¬ 
portions to one another, e.g. in the diet 
imipramine /I'mipromiin/ noun a drug that 
is used as a treatment for depression 
immature /.imo'tjuo/ adjective not mature, 
lacking insight and emotional stability 
immature cell /.imotjuo 'sel/ noun a cell 
which is still developing 
immaturity /.imo'tjuoriti/ noun behaviour 
which is lacking in maturity 
immersion foot /i,m3:J(o)n 'fut/ noun same 
as trench foot 

immiscible /i'mis9b(o)l/ adjective {of liquids) 
not able to be mixed 

immobile /I'moubail/ adjective not moving, 
which cannot move 


immunocompromised 

immobilisation /i.moubilai'zeiJXojn/, im¬ 
mobilization noun the act of preventing some¬ 
body or something from being able to move 
immobilise /I'moubilaiz/, immobilize verb 
1. to keep someone from moving 2. to attach a 
splint to a joint or fractured limb to prevent the 
bones from moving 

immovable /i'mu:v3b(o)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a joint which cannot be moved 
immune /i'mju:n/ adjective protected against 
an infection or allergic disease O She seems to 
be immune to colds. O The injection should 
make you immune to yellow fever. 
immune deficiency /i.mjuin di'fiJ(o)nsi/ 
noun a lack of immunity to a disease, i) AIDS 
immune reaction /i.mjuin ri'sekjon/, im¬ 
mune response /i,mju:n ri'spDns/ noun a re¬ 
action of a body to an antigen 
immune system /I'mjuin .sistom/ noun a 
complex network of cells and cell products, 
which protects the body from disease. It in¬ 
cludes the thymus, spleen, lymph nodes, white 
blood cells and antibodies. 

‘.. .the reason for this susceptibility is a profound ab¬ 
normality of the immune system in children with 
sickle-cell disease’ [ Lancet ] 

‘.. .the AIDS virus attacks a person’s immune system 
and damages his or her ability to fight other diseases’ 
[,Journal of the American Medical Association ] 

immunisation /,imjunai'zeij(3)n/, immu¬ 
nization noun the process of making a person 
immune to an infection, either by injecting an 
antiserum, passive immunisation or by inocu¬ 
lation 

‘...vaccination is the most effective way to prevent 
children getting the disease. Children up to 6 years 
old can be vaccinated if they missed earlier immuni¬ 
zation’ [Health Visitor ] 

immunise /'imjunaiz/, immunize verb to 
give someone immunity from an infection. [) 
vaccinate (note: You immunise someone 
against a disease.) 

comment: In the UK, infants are immunised 
routinely against diphtheria, pertussis, polio, 
tetanus, Hib, mumps, measles and rubella, 
unless there are contra-indications or the par¬ 
ents object. 

immunity /I'mjuiniti/ noun the ability to re¬ 
sist attacks of a disease because antibodies are 
produced O The vaccine gives immunity to tu¬ 
berculosis. 

immuno- /imjunou, imjuinou/ prefix im¬ 
mune, immunity 

immunoassay /^mjunouse'sei/ noun a test 
for the presence and strength of antibodies 
immunocompetence /.imjunou 

'kompitons/ noun the ability to develop an 
immune response following exposure to an an¬ 
tigen 

immunocompromised /.imjunou'kompro 
maizd/ adjective not able to offer resistance to 
infection 
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immunodeficiency 

immunodeficiency /.imjunoudi'fiJXojnsi/ 
noun a lack of immunity to a disease 
immunodeficiency virus /.imjunoudi 
'fiJ(o)nsi .vairos/ noun a retrovirus which at¬ 
tacks the immune system 
immunodeficient /,imjun3udi'fij(3)nt/ 
adjective lacking immunity to a disease O This 
form of meningitis occurs in persons who are 
immunodeficient. 

immunoelectrophoresis /jmjunoui.lektroufo 
'riisis/ noun a method of identifying antigens in 
a laboratory, using electrophoresis 
immunogenic /.imjunou'dsenik/ adjective 
producing an immune response 
immunogenicity /.imjunoudso'nisiti/ 
noun the property which makes a substance 
able to produce an immune response in an or¬ 
ganism 

immunoglobulin /.imjunou'glDbjulin/ 
noun an antibody, a protein produced in blood 
plasma as protection against infection, the 
commonest being gamma globulin. Abbr lg 
(note: The five main classes are called: immu¬ 
noglobulin G, A, D, E and M or IgG, IgA, IgD, 
IgE and IgM.) 

immunological /.imjuno'lodsikCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to immunology 
immunological staining /,imjun3 

k>d3ik(9)l 'steinig/ noun the process of 
checking if cancer is likely to return after 
someone has been declared free of the disease, 
by staining cells 

immunological tolerance /,imjuno 

lDd 3 ik(o)l 'tDlorons/ noun tolerance of the 
lymphoid tissues to an antigen 
immunologist /.imju'nDlodsist/ noun a 
specialist in immunology 
immunology / l imju'nDlod3i/ noun the study 
of immunity and immunisation 
immunosuppressant /.imjunouso 
'pres(o)nt/ noun a drug used to act against the 
response of the immune system to reject a 
transplanted organ 

immunosuppression /.imjunouso 

'prej(9)n/ noun the suppression of the body’s 
natural immune system so that it will not reject 
a transplanted organ 

immunosuppressive /^mjunouso'presiv/ 
adjective counteracting the immune system 
immunotherapy /^mjunou'Beropi/ noun t 
adoptive immunotherapy 
immunotransfusion /.imjunoutrans 

'f ju: 3 (o)n/ noun a transfusion of blood, serum 
or plasma containing immune bodies 
Imodium /I'moudiom/ a trade name for lop¬ 
eramide hydrochloride 

impacted /im'pasktid/ adjective tightly 
pressed or firmly lodged against something 
impacted faeces /im.pasktid 'fiisiiz/ plural 
noun extremely hard dry faeces which cannot 


pass through the anus and have to be surgically 
removed 

impacted fracture /im.pasktid 'frasktjo/ 
noun a fracture where the broken parts of the 
bones are pushed into each other 
impacted tooth /im.paektid 'tu:0/ noun a 
tooth which is held against another tooth and 
so cannot grow normally 
impacted ureteric calculus /im.pgektid 
Juoriterik 'kselkjulos/ noun a small hard 
mass of mineral salts which is lodged in a ure¬ 
ter 

impaction /im'pgekjon/ noun a condition in 
which two things are impacted 
impair /im'peo/ verb to harm a sense or func¬ 
tion so that it does not work properly 
impaired hearing /im.peod 'hiorir)/ noun 
hearing which is not clear and sharp 
impaired vision /im.peod 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun 
eyesight which is not fully clear 
impairment /im'peomont/ noun a condition 
in which a sense or function is harmed so that 
it does not work properly O His hearing im¬ 
pairment does not affect his work. O The im¬ 
pairment was progressive, but she did not no¬ 
tice that her eyesight was getting worse. 

. .impairment - any loss or abnormality of psycho¬ 
logical, physical or anatomical structure or function’ 
[WHO] 

impalpable /im'pcelp3b(3)l/ adjective not 
able to be felt when touched 
impediment /im'pedimont/ noun an ob¬ 
struction 

imperforate /im'p3:f(3)r3t/ adjective with¬ 
out an opening 

imperforate anus /im ( p3:f(o)r9t 'einos/ 
noun same as proctatresia 
imperforate hymen /im,p3:f(9)r9t 'haimen/ 
noun a membrane in the vagina which is miss¬ 
ing the opening for the menstrual flow 
impermeable /im'p3:mi9b(3)l/ adjective not 
allowing liquids or gases to pass through 
impetigo /.impi'taigou/ noun an irritating 
and very contagious skin disease caused by 
staphylococci, which spreads rapidly and is 
easily passed from one child to another, but 
can be treated with antibiotics 
implant noun /'implaint/ something grafted 
or inserted into a person, e.g. tissue, a drug, in¬ 
ert material or a device such as a pacemaker ■ 
verb /im'plaint/1. to fix into something O The 
ovum implants in the wall of the uterus. 2. to 
graft or insert tissue, a drug, inert material or a 
device O The site was implanted with the bio¬ 
material. 

implantation /.implain'teiJXsjn/ noun 1. 
the act of grafting or inserting tissue, a drug, 
inert material or a device into a person, or the 
introduction of one tissue into another surgi¬ 
cally 2. same as nidation 



193 


implant material /'implaint mo.tioriol/ 
noun a substance grafted or inserted into a per¬ 
son 

implant site /'implaint salt/ noun a place in 
or on the body where the implant is positioned 
impotence /'impot(3)ns/ noun the inability 
in a male to have an erection or to ejaculate, 
and so have sexual intercourse 
impotent /'impotent/ adjective (of a man) 
unable to have sexual intercourse 
impregnate /'impregneit/ verb 1 . to make a 
female pregnant 2. to soak a cloth with a liquid 
O a cloth impregnated with antiseptic 
impregnation /,impreg'neij(9)n/ noun the 
action of impregnating 

impression /im'preJXojn/ noun 1. a mould 
of a person’s jaw made by a dentist before 
making a denture 2. a depression on an organ 
or structure into which another organ or struc¬ 
ture fits O cardiac impression 1. concave area 
near the centre of the upper surface of the liver 
under the heart 2. depression on the mediasti¬ 
nal part of the lungs where they touch the peri¬ 
cardium 

improve /im'pruiv/ verb to get better, or 
make something better O She was very ill, but 
she is improving now. 

improvement /im'pruivmont/ noun the act 
of getting better O The patient’s condition has 
shown a slight improvement. O Doctors have 
not detected any improvement in her asthma. 
impulse /'impAls/ noun 1. a message trans¬ 
mitted by a nerve 2. a sudden feeling of want¬ 
ing to act in a specific way 
impure /im'pjuo/ adjective not pure 
impurity /im'pjuoriti/ noun a substance 
which is not pure or clean O The kidneys filter 
impurities out of the blood. 
in- /in/ prefix 1 . in, into, towards 2. not 
inaccessible /.inok'sesibCojl/ adjective 1 . 
physically difficult or impossible to reach 2. 
very technical and difficult to understand 
inactive /in'asktiv/ adjective 1 . not being ac¬ 
tive, not moving O Patients must not be al¬ 
lowed to become inactive. 2. not working O 
The serum makes the poison inactive. 
inactivity /.insek'tiviti/ noun a lack of activ¬ 
ity 

inanition /.ino'mJXojn/ noun a state of ex¬ 
haustion caused by starvation 
inarticulate /^nai'tikjulot/ adjective 1. 
without joints or segments, as in the bones of 
the skull 2. unable to speak fluently or intelli¬ 
gibly 3. not understandable as speech or lan¬ 
guage 

in articulo mortis /in ai.tikjulou 'moitis/ 
adverb a Latin phrase meaning ‘at the onset of 
death’ 

inborn /in'boin/ adjective congenital, which 
is in the body from birth O A body has an in¬ 
born tendency to reject transplanted organs. 


incompatibility 

inbreeding /'inbriidig/ noun a situation 
where closely related males and females, or 
those with very similar genetic make-up, have 
children together, so allowing congenital con¬ 
ditions to be passed on 

incapacitated /pnko'paesiteitid/ adjective 
not able to act or work O He was incapacitated 
for three weeks by his accident. 
incarcerated /in'kaisoreitid/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a hernia which cannot be corrected 
by physical manipulation 
incest /'insest/ noun an act of sexual inter¬ 
course or other sexual activity with so close a 
relative, that it is illegal or culturally not al¬ 
lowed 

incidence /'msid(o)ns/ noun the number of 
times something happens in a specific popula¬ 
tion over a period of time O the incidence of 
drug-related deaths O Men have a higher inci¬ 
dence of strokes than women. 
incidence rate /'insid(o)ns reit/ noun the 
number of new cases of a disease during a giv¬ 
en period, per thousand of population 
incipient /in'sipiont/ adjective just beginning 
or in its early stages O He has an incipient ap¬ 
pendicitis. O The tests detected incipient dia¬ 
betes mellitus. 

incise /in'saiz/ verb to cut into something 
incised wound /in'saizd wuind/ noun a 
wound with clean edges, caused by a sharp 
knife or razor 

incision /in'si 3 (o)n/ noun a cut in a person’s 
body made by a surgeon using a scalpel, or any 
cut made with a sharp knife or razor O The first 
incision is made two millimetres below the 
second rib. Compare excision 
incisional /in'si3(9)n(o)l/ adjective referring 
to an incision 

incisional hernia /in,si3(3)n(3)l 'h3inio/ 
noun a hernia which breaks through the ab¬ 
dominal wall at a place where a surgical inci¬ 
sion was made during an operation 
incisor /in'saizo/, incisor tooth /in'saizo 
tu:0/ noun one of the front teeth, of which 
there are four each in the upper and lower 
jaws, which are used to cut off pieces of food. 
See illustration at teeth in Supplement 
inclusion /in'klui 3 (o)n/ noun something en¬ 
closed inside something else 
inclusion bodies /in'klui3(9)n ,bDdiz/p/u- 
ral noun very small particles found in cells in¬ 
fected by a virus 

inclusive /in'kluisiv/ adjective (of health 
services) provided whether or not someone has 
a disability or special needs 
incoherent /.inkou'hioront/ adjective not 
able to speak in a way which makes sense 
incompatibility /.inkompceti'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being incompatible O the incompatibil¬ 
ity of the donor’s blood with that of the patient 
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incompatible /.inkom'paetibCo)!/ adjective 
1. referring to something which does not go to¬ 
gether with something else 2. referring to 
drugs which must not be used together because 
they undergo chemical change and the thera¬ 
peutic effect is lost or changed to something 
undesirable 3. referring to tissue which is ge¬ 
netically different from other tissue, making it 
impossible to transplant into that tissue 
incompatible blood /.inkompastobOjl 
'bud/ noun blood from a donor that does not 
match the blood of the person receiving the 
transfusion 

incompetence /in'kDmpit(9)ns/ noun the 
inability to do a particular act, especially a lack 
of knowledge or skill which makes a person 
unable to do particular job 
incompetent cervix /in.kDmpitOjnt 

's3iviks/ noun a dysfunctional cervix of the 
uterus which is often the cause of spontaneous 
abortions and premature births and can be 
remedied by purse-string stitching 
incomplete abortion /.inkompliit o 
'bo:J(o)n/ noun an abortion where part of the 
contents of the uterus is not expelled 
incomplete fracture /.inkompliit 

'frcektjo/ noun a fracture that does not go all 
the way through a bone 
incontinence /in'kDntinons/ noun the ina¬ 
bility to control the discharge of urine or fae¬ 
ces (note: Single incontinence is the inability to 
control the bladder. Double incontinence is the 
inability to control both the bladder and the bow¬ 
els.) 

incontinence pad /in'kontinons psed/ 
noun a pad of material to absorb urine 
incontinent /in'kDntinont/ adjective unable 
to control the discharge of urine or faeces 
incoordination /.inkouoidi'neiJXojn/ noun 
a situation in which the muscles in various 
parts of the body do not act together, making it 
impossible to carry out some actions 
incubation /.irjkju'beiJXojn/ noun 1. the de¬ 
velopment of an infection inside the body be¬ 
fore the symptoms of the disease appear 2. the 
keeping of an ill or premature baby in a con¬ 
trolled environment in an incubator 3. the 
process of culturing cells or microorganisms 
under controlled conditions 
incubation period /.irjkju'beiJOjn 
.pioriod/ noun the time during which a virus or 
bacterium develops in the body after contami¬ 
nation or infection, before the appearance of 
the symptoms of the disease. Also called sta¬ 
dium invasioni 

incubator /'ipkjubeito/ noun 1 . an apparatus 
for growing bacterial cultures 2. an enclosed 
container in which a premature baby can be 
kept, within which conditions such as temper¬ 
ature and oxygen levels can be controlled 


incudes /in'kju:di:z/ plural of incus 
incus /'irjkos/ noun one of the three ossicles 
in the middle ear, shaped like an anvil. See il¬ 
lustration at ear in Supplement 
independent /.indi'pendont/ adjective not 
controlled by someone or something else 
independent nursing function /,indi 
pendant 'n3:sir) .fArjkJon/ noun any part of 
the nurse’s job for which the nurse takes full 
responsibility 

Inderal /'indorsed a trade name for pro¬ 
pranolol 

index finger /'indeks .firjga/ noun the first 
finger next to the thumb 
indican /'indikaen/ noun potassium salt 
indication /.indi'keiJXajn/ noun a situation 
or sign which suggests that a specific treat¬ 
ment should be given or that a condition has a 
particular cause O Sulpha drugs have been re¬ 
placed by antibiotics in many indications. i> 
contraindication 

indicator /'indikeito/ noun 1. a substance 
which shows something, e.g. a substance se¬ 
creted in body fluids which shows which 
blood group a person belongs to 2. something 
that serves as a warning or guide 
indigenous /in'did3in3s/ adjective 1. natu¬ 
ral or inborn 2. native to or representative of a 
country or region 

indigestion /.indi^estjon/ noun a distur¬ 
bance of the normal process of digestion, 
where the person experiences pain or discom¬ 
fort in the stomach O He is taking tablets to re¬ 
lieve his indigestion or He is taking indigestion 
tablets. i> dyspepsia 

indigo carmine /.indigou 'kaimain/ noun a 
blue dye which is injected into a person to test 
how well their kidneys are working 
indirect contact /.indairekt 'kontaskt/ 
noun the fact of catching a disease by inhaling 
germs or by being in contact with a vector 
indisposed /.indi'spouzd/ adjective slightly 
ill O My mother is indisposed and cannot see 
any visitors. 

indisposition /.indispo'ziJXojn/ noun a slight 
illness 

individualise /.indi'vidsuo.laiz/, individu¬ 
alize verb to provide something that matches 
the needs of a specific person or situation O in¬ 
dividualised care 

individualised nursing care /.indi.vidl 
juolaizd 'n3isig keo/ noun care which is de¬ 
signed to provide exactly what one particular 
patient needs O The home's staff are specially 
trained to provide individualised nursing care. 
Indocid /'indosid/ a trade name for in- 
domethacin 

indolent /'indolont/ adjective 1 . causing little 
pain 2. referring to an ulcer which develops 
slowly and does not heal 
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indomethacin /^ndou'meGosin/ noun a 
drug that reduces pain, fever and inflamma¬ 
tion, especially that caused by arthritis 
indrawing /in'droiig/ noun the act of pulling 
towards the inside 

indrawn /in'droin/ adjective pulled inside 
induce /in'djuis/ verb to make something 
happen □ to induce labour to make a woman 
go into labour 

induced abortion /in,dju:st o'bo:J(3)n/ 
noun an abortion which is deliberately caused 
by drugs or by surgery 

induction /in'dAkJon/ noun 1. the process of 
starting or speeding up the birth of a baby 2. 
the stimulation of an enzyme’s production 
when the substance on which it acts increases 
in concentration 3. a process by which one part 
of an embryo influences another part’s devel¬ 
opment 4. information and support given to 
new employees in an organisation 
induction of labour /m,dAkfon ov 'leibo/ 
noun the action of starting childbirth artificial- 

iy 

induration /.indjuo'reij^n/ noun the hard¬ 
ening of tissue or of an artery because of path¬ 
ological change 

induratum /.indjuo'reitom/* erythema 
industrial disease /in'dAstriol di.ziiz/ 
noun a disease which is caused by the type of 
work done by a worker or by the conditions in 
which he or she works, e.g. by dust produced 
or chemicals used in the factory 
indwelling catheter /in.dwelir) 'kseBito/ 
noun a catheter left in place for a period of time 
after its introduction 

inebriation /i.niibri'eij^n/ noun a state 
where a person is drunk, especially habitually 
drunk 

inert /i'n3it/ adjective 1. {of person) not mov¬ 
ing 2. {of chemical, etc.) not active or not pro¬ 
ducing a chemical reaction 
inertia /i'n3:Jo/ noun a lack of activity in the 
body or mind 

in extremis /in iks'triimis/ adverb at the 
moment of death 

infant /'infant/ noun a child under two years 
of age 

infanticide /in'fasntisaid/ noun 1 . the act of 
killing an infant 2. a person who kills an infant 
infantile /'infontail/ adjective 1 . referring to 
small children 2. referring to a disease which 
affects children 

infantile convulsions /.infontail kon 
'vAlJonz/, infantile spasms /.infontail 
'spaszomz/ plural noun convulsions or minor 
epileptic fits in small children 
infantile paralysis /.infontail po'rselosis/ 
noun a former name for poliomyelitis 
infantilism /in'fcentiliz(o)m/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person keeps some characteris¬ 


tics of an infant when he or she becomes an 
adult 

infant mortality rate /.infant moi'tasliti 
reit/ noun the number of infants who die per 
thousand births 

infant respiratory distress syndrome / 

.infant ri,spir3t(9)ri di'stres ^indroum/ 
noun a condition of newborn babies in which 
the lungs do not function properly. Abbr IRDS 
infarct /'infaikt/ noun an area of tissue which 
is killed when the blood supply is cut off by the 
blockage of an artery 

infarction /in'fa:kj(9)n/ noun a condition in 
which tissue is killed by the cutting off of the 
blood supply 

‘...cerebral infarction accounts for about 80 % of 

first-ever strokes’ [British Journal of Hospital 

Medicine ] 

infect /in'fekt/ verb to contaminate someone 
or something with microorganisms that cause 
disease or toxins O The disease infected her 
liver. O The whole arm soon became infected. 
infected wound /in.fektid 'wuind/ noun a 
wound into which bacteria have entered 
infection /in'fekjon/ noun 1 . the entry or in¬ 
troduction into the body of microorganisms, 
which then multiply O As a carrier he was 
spreading infection to other people in the of¬ 
fice. 2. an illness which is caused by the entry 
of microbes into the body O She is susceptible 
to minor infections. 

infectious /in'fekjos/ adjective referring to a 
disease which is caused by microorganisms 
and can be transmitted to other persons by di¬ 
rect means O This strain of flu is highly infec¬ 
tious. O Her measles is at the infectious stage. 
infectious disease /in.fekjos di'ziiz/ noun 
a disease caused by microorganisms such as 
bacteria, viruses or fungi, t) communicable 
disease, contagious disease 
infectious hepatitis /in.fekjos ,hepo 
'taitis/ noun hepatitis A, transmitted by a car¬ 
rier through food or drink. Also called infec¬ 
tive hepatitis 

infectious mononucleosis /in.fekjos 
.monou.njuikli'ousis/ noun an infectious dis¬ 
ease where the body has an excessive number 
of white blood cells. Also called glandular fe¬ 
ver 

infectious parotitis /in.fekjos ,paero 
'taitis/ noun same as mumps 
infectious virus hepatitis /in.fekjos 
'vairos .hepotaitis/ noun hepatitis transmit¬ 
ted by a carrier through food or drink 
infective /in'fektiv/ adjective referring to a 
disease caused by a microorganism, which can 
be caught from another person but which may 
not always be directly transmitted 
infective enteritis /in.fektiv .ento'raitis/ 
noun enteritis caused by bacteria 
infective hepatitis /in.fektiv .hepo'taitis/ 
noun same as infectious hepatitis 
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infectivity /,infek'tiviti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing infective O The patient's infectivity can 
last about a week. 

inferior /in'fiorio/ adjective referring to a 
lower part of the body. Opposite superior 
inferior aspect /in.fiorior 'asspekt/ noun a 
view of the body from below 
inferiority /in.fiori'Driti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing lower in value or quality, substandard. Op¬ 
posite superiority 

inferiority complex /in.fiori'Driti .kompleks/ 
noun a mental disorder arising from a combi¬ 
nation of wanting to be noticed and fear of hu¬ 
miliation. The resulting behaviour may either 
be aggression or withdrawal from the external 
world. 

inferior mesenteric artery /in.fiorio 
mesen.terik 'aitori/ noun one of the arteries 
which supply the transverse colon and rectum 
inferior vena cava /in,fiori9 ,vi:no 'kaivo/ 
noun the main vein carrying blood from the 
lower part of the body to the heart. See illustra¬ 
tion at heart in Supplement, kidney in Supple¬ 
ment 

infertile /in'f3:tail/ adjective not fertile, not 
able to reproduce 

infertility /.info'tiliti/ noun the fact of not be¬ 
ing fertile, not able to reproduce 
infest /in'fest/ verb [of parasites) to be 
present somewhere in large numbers O The 
child’s hair was infested with lice. 
infestation /^nfe'steij^n/ noun the fact of 
having large numbers of parasites, or an inva¬ 
sion of the body by parasites O The condition 
is caused by infestation of the hair with lice. 
infiltrate /'infiltreit/ verb [of liquid or waste) 
to pass from one part of the body to another 
through a wall or membrane and be deposited 
in the other part ■ noun a substance which has 
infiltrated a part of the body 
‘...the chest roentgenogram often discloses intersti¬ 
tial pulmonary infiltrates, but may occasionally be 
normal’ [Southern Medical Journal ] 

infiltration /,infirtreij(3)n/ noun 1 . the 
process where a liquid passes through the 
walls of one part of the body into another part 
2. a condition in which waste is brought to and 
deposited around cells 
‘.. .the lacrimal and salivary glands become infiltrat¬ 
ed with lymphocytes and plasma cells. The infiltra¬ 
tion reduces lacrimal and salivary secretions which 
in turn leads to dry eyes and dry mouth’ 
[American Journal of Nursing] 
infirm /in'f3:m/ adjective old and weak 
infirmary /in'fsimori/ noun 1 . a room in a 
school or workplace where people can go if 
they are ill 2. a former name for a hospital 
(note: Infirmary is still used in the names of 
some hospitals: the Glasgow Royal Infirmary.) 
infirmity /in'f3:miti/ noun a lack of strength 
and energy because of illness or age ( formal) 


inflame /in'fleim/ verb to make an organ or a 
tissue react to an infection, an irritation or a 
blow by becoming sore, red and swollen 
inflamed /in'fleimd/ adjective sore, red and 
swollen O The skin has become inflamed 
around the sore. 

inflammation /,inflo'meiJ(o)n/ noun the 
fact of having become sore, red and swollen as 
a reaction to an infection, an irritation or a 
blow O She has an inflammation of the blad¬ 
der or a bladder inflammation. O The body’s 
reaction to infection took the form of an in¬ 
flammation of the eyelid. 
inflammatory /in'fl2em9t(o)ri/ adjective 
causing an organ or a tissue to become sore, 
red and swollen 

inflammatory bowel disease /in 

,flaemot(o)ri 'bauol di,zi:z/ noun any condi¬ 
tion, e.g. Crohn’s disease, colitis or ileitis, in 
which the bowel becomes inflamed 
inflammatory response /in,flaem9t(o)ri ri 
'spDns/, inflammatory reaction /in 
l fl2em9t(o)ri ri'sekjon/ noun any condition 
where an organ or a tissue reacts to an external 
stimulus by becoming inflamed O She showed 
an inflammatory response to the ointment. 
inflate /in'fleit/ verb to fill something with 
air, or be filled with air O The abdomen is in¬ 
flated with air before a coelioscopy. O In val¬ 
vuloplasty, a balloon is introduced into the 
valve and inflated. 

influenza /(influ'enzo/ noun an infectious 
disease of the upper respiratory tract with fever 
and muscular aches, which is transmitted by a 
virus and can occur in epidemics. Also called 

flu 

comment: The influenza virus is spread by 
droplets of moisture in the air, so the disease 
can be spread by coughing or sneezing. Influ¬ 
enza can be quite mild, but virulent strains oc¬ 
cur from time to time, such as Spanish influen¬ 
za or Hong Kong flu, and can weaken the per¬ 
son so much that he or she becomes 
susceptible to pneumonia and other more se¬ 
rious infections. 

informal patient /in,fo:m(3)l 'peiJ(o)nt/ 
noun a patient who has admitted himself or 
herself to a hospital, without being referred by 
a doctor 

information /.info'meij^n/ noun facts 
about something O Have you any information 
about the treatment of sunburn? O The police 
won’t give us any information about how the 
accident happened. O You haven’t given me 
enough information about when your symp¬ 
toms started. O That’s a very useful piece or bit 
of information, (note: No plural: some infor¬ 
mation; a piece of information.) 
informed /in'foimd/ adjective having the lat¬ 
est information 

informed consent /in.foimd kon'sent/ 
noun an agreement to allow a procedure to be 
carried out, given by a patient, or the guardian 
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of a patient, who has been provided with all the 
necessary information 
infra- /'infra/ prefix below 
infracostal /,infro'kDst(3)l/ adjective lying 
below the ribs 

infraorbital nerve /,infr9o:bit(a)l 'n3iv/ 
noun a continuation of the maxillary nerve be¬ 
low the orbit of the eye 
infraorbital vein /,infrao:bit(a)l 'vein/ 
noun a vessel draining the face through the in¬ 
fraorbital canal to the pterygoid plexus 
infrared /.infra'red/ adjective relating to in¬ 
frared radiation ■ noun invisible electromag¬ 
netic radiation between light and radio waves 
infrared radiation /.infrared .reidi 
'eij(a)n/ noun same as infrared rays 
infrared rays /.infrared 'reiz/ plural noun 
long invisible rays, below the visible red end 
of the colour spectrum, used to produce heat in 
body tissues in the treatment of traumatic and 
inflammatory conditions. 0 light therapy 
infundibulum /.infAn'dibjulam/ noun any 
part of the body shaped like a funnel, especial¬ 
ly the stem which attaches the pituitary gland 
to the hypothalamus 

infuse /in'fjuiz/ verb to introduce a solution 
such as saline, sucrose or glucose using a drip 
into a vein, body cavity or the intestinal tract in 
order to treat or feed someone 
infusion /in'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun 1 . a drink made 
by pouring boiling water on a dry substance 
such as herb tea or a powdered drug 2. the 
process of putting of liquid into someone’s 
body, using a drip 

ingesta /invests/ plural noun food or liquid 
that enters the body via the mouth 
ingestion /investJon/ noun 1 . the act of 
taking in food, drink or medicine by the mouth 
2. the process by which a foreign body such as 
a bacillus is surrounded by a cell 
ingredient /in'griidiont/ noun a substance 
which is used with others to make something 
ingrowing toenail /.ingrouiq 'touneil/, in¬ 
growing nail /.ingrouiq 'neil/, ingrown toe¬ 
nail /.ingroun 'touneil/ noun a toenail which 
is growing into the skin at the side of the nail, 
causing pain and swelling. The toenail cuts 
into the tissue on either side of it, creating in¬ 
flammation and sometimes sepsis and ulcera¬ 
tion. 

inguinal /'ir)gwin(9)l/ adjective referring to 
the groin 

inguinal canal /,iqgwin(9)l ko'nsel/ noun a 
passage in the lower abdominal wall, carrying 
the spermatic cord in the male and the round 
ligament of the uterus in the female 
inguinale /.irjgwi'neili/ * granuloma in¬ 
guinale 

inguinal hernia /,iqgwin(9)l 'h3:ni9/ noun 
a hernia where the intestine bulges through the 
muscles in the groin 


inguinal ligament /,ir)gwin(9)l 'ligomont/ 
noun a ligament in the groin, running from the 
spine to the pubis. Also called Poupart’s liga¬ 
ment 

inguinal region /,iggwin(3)l 'ri:d 3 on/ noun 
the part of the body where the lower abdomen 
joins the top of the thigh, t) groin 
INH abbr isoniazid 

inhalant /in'heilont/ noun a medicinal sub¬ 
stance which is breathed in 
inhalation /.inho'leiJXojn/ noun 1 . the act of 
breathing in. Opposite exhalation 2. the action 
of breathing in a medicinal substance as part of 
a treatment 

inhale /in'heil/ verb 1 . to breathe in, or 
breathe something in O She inhaled some toxic 
gas fumes and was rushed to hospital. 2. to 
breathe in a medicinal substance as part of a 
treatment. Opposite exhale 
inhaler /in'heilo/ noun a small device for ad¬ 
ministering medicinal substances into the 
mouth or nose so that they can be breathed in 
inherent /in'hioront/ adjective referring to a 
thing which is part of the essential character of 
a person or a permanent characteristic of an or¬ 
ganism 

inherit /in'herit/ verb to receive genetically 
controlled characteristics from a parent O She 
inherited her father’s red hair. O Haemophilia 
is a condition which is inherited through the 
mother’s genes. 

inheritance /in'herit(9)ns/ noun 1 . the proc¬ 
ess by which genetically controlled character¬ 
istics pass from parents to offspring O the in¬ 
heritance of chronic inflammatory bowel dis¬ 
ease 2. all of the qualities and characteristics 
which are passed down from parents O an un¬ 
fortunate part of our genetic inheritance 
inherited /in'heritid/ adjective passed on 
from a parent through the genes O an inherited 
disorder of the lungs 

inhibit /in'hibit/ verb to prevent an action 
happening, or stop a functional process O As¬ 
pirin inhibits the clotting of blood. □ to have 
an inhibiting effect on something to block 
something, to stop something happening 
inhibition /,inhi'bij(9)n/ noun 1 . the action 
of blocking or preventing something happen¬ 
ing, especially of preventing a muscle or organ 
from functioning properly 2. (in psychology) 
the suppression of a thought which is associat¬ 
ed with a sense of guilt 3. (in psychology) the 
blocking of a spontaneous action by some 
mental influence 

inhibitor /in'hibito/ noun a substance which 
inhibits 

inhibitory nerve /in'hibitori ,n3iv/ noun a 
nerve which stops a function taking place O 
The vagus nerve is an inhibitory nerve which 
slows down the action of the heart. 
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in ion /'inion/ noun a part of the occipital bone 
that can be felt as a slight lump at the back of 
the skull just above the neck 
inject /in'c^ekt/ verb to put a liquid into 
someone’s body under pressure, by using a 
hollow needle inserted into the tissues O He 
was injected with morphine. O She injected 
herself with a drug. 

injected /in'd 3 ektid/ adjective 1. referring to 
a liquid or substance introduced into the body 
2. referring to surface blood vessels which are 
swollen 

injection /in'dgekjon/ noun 1. the act of in¬ 
jecting a liquid into the body O He had a pen¬ 
icillin injection. 2. a liquid introduced into the 
body 

injure /'ind33/ verb to hurt someone or a part 
of the body O Six people were injured in the 
accident. 

injured /'md 3 od/ adjective referring to some¬ 
one who has been hurt ■ plural noun □ the in¬ 
jured people who have been injured O All the 
injured were taken to the nearest hospital. 
injury /'ind 3 ori/ noun damage or a wound 
caused to a person’s body O His injuries re¬ 
quired hospital treatment. O He received se¬ 
vere facial injuries in the accident. 
injury scoring system /.indsori 'skoirir) 
.sistom/ noun any system used for deciding 
how severe an injury is O a standard lung in¬ 
jury scoring system Abbr ISS 
inlay /'inlei/ noun (in dentistry) a type of fill¬ 
ing for teeth 

inlet /'inlet/ noun a passage or opening 
through which a cavity can be entered 
INN abbr international nonproprietary name 
innards /'inodz/ plural noun the internal or¬ 
gans of the body, especially the intestines 
innate /I'neit/ adjective inherited, which is 
present in a body from birth 
inner /'ins/ adjective referring to a part which 
is inside 

inner ear /.inor 'io/ noun the part of the ear 
inside the head, behind the eardrum, contain¬ 
ing the semicircular canals, the vestibule and 
the cochlea 

inner pleura / jno 'pluoro/ noun same as vis¬ 
ceral pleura 

innervate /'in3:veit/ verb to cause a muscle, 
organ or other part of the body to act 
innervation /.insi'veiJXojn/ noun the nerve 
supply to an organ, including both motor 
nerves and sensory nerves 
innocent /'mos(9)nt/ adjective referring to a 
growth which is benign, not malignant 
innominate /I'nDminot/ adjective with no 
name 

innominate artery /i.nominot 'a: tori/noun 
the largest branch of the arch of the aorta, 
which continues as the right common carotid 
and right subclavian arteries 


innominate bone /i.nDminot 'boun/ noun 

same as hip bone 

innominate vein /i.nDminot 'vein/ noun 
same as brachiocephalic vein 

inoculant /I'nokjulont/ noun same as inocu¬ 
lum 

inoculate /I'nDkjuleit/ verb to introduce 
vaccine into a person’s body in order to make 
the body create its own antibodies, so making 
the person immune to the disease O The baby 
was inoculated against diphtheria. (NOTE: You 
inoculate someone with or against a disease.) 
inoculation /i.nDkju'leiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of inoculating someone O Has the baby 
had a diphtheria inoculation? 
inoculum /I'nDkjulom/ noun a substance 
used for inoculation, e.g. a vaccine (note: The 
plural is inocula.) 

inoperable /in'Dpor(o)b(o)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a condition which cannot be operated 
on O The surgeon decided that the cancer was 
inoperable. 

inorganic /.inoi'gaenik/ adjective referring to 
a substance which is not made from animal or 
vegetable sources 

inorganic acid /^noigaemk 'assid/ noun an 
acid which comes from minerals, used in di¬ 
lute form to help indigestion 
inotropic /.inou'trDpik/ adjective affecting 
the way muscles contract, especially those of 
the heart 

inpatient /'in,peij(9)nt/ noun someone who 
stays overnight or for some time in a hospital 
for treatment or observation. Compare outpa¬ 
tient 

inquest /'iqkwest/ noun an inquiry by a cor¬ 
oner into the cause of a death 
comment: An inquest has to take place where 
death is violent or not expected, where death 
could be murder or where a prisoner dies and 
when police are involved, 
insane /in'sein/ adjective mentally unwell 
(dated, informal) 

insanitary /in's 2 emt(o)ri/ adjective not hygi¬ 
enic O Cholera spread rapidly because of the 
insanitary conditions in the town. 
insect /'insekt/ noun a small animal with six 
legs and a body in three parts 
insect bite /'insekt bait/ noun a sting caused 
by an insect which punctures the skin to suck 
blood, and in so doing introduces irritants 
comment: Most insect bites are simply irritat¬ 
ing. Others can be more serious, as insects 
can carry the organisms which produce ty¬ 
phus, sleeping sickness, malaria, filariasis 
and many other diseases, 
insecticide /in'sektisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills insects 

insemination /in.semi'neiJXojn/ noun the 
introduction of sperm into the vagina 
insensible /in'sensib(o)l/ adjective 1 . lack¬ 
ing feeling or consciousness 2. not aware of or 
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responding to a stimulus 3. too slight to be per¬ 
ceived by the senses 

insert /in's3:t/ verb to put something into 
something O The catheter is inserted into the 
passage. 

insertion /in's3:J*(3)n/ noun 1. the point of 
attachment of a muscle to a bone 2. the point 
where an organ is attached to its support 3. a 
change in the structure of a chromosome, 
where a segment of the chromosome is intro¬ 
duced into another member of the complement 
insides /in'saidz/ plural noun internal organs, 
especially the stomach and intestines 
(informal ) O He says he has a pain in his in¬ 
sides. O You ought to see the doctor if you 
think there is something wrong with your in¬ 
sides. 

insidious /in'sidios/ adjective causing harm 
without showing any obvious signs 
insidious disease /in.sidios di'ziiz/ noun a 
disease which causes damage before being de¬ 
tected 

insight /'insait/ noun the ability of a person 
to realise that he or she is ill or has particular 
problems or characteristics 
insipidus /in'sipidas/ 1 diabetes insipidus 
in situ /.in 'sitju:/ adverb in place 
insoluble /in'sDljub(3)l/ adjective not able to 
be dissolved in liquid 

insoluble fibre /in,sDljub(3)l 'faibo/ noun 
the fibre in bread and cereals, which is not di¬ 
gested but which swells inside the intestine 
insomnia /in'sDmnio/ noun the inability to 
sleep O She experiences insomnia. O What 
does the doctor give you for your insomnia? 
Also called sleeplessness 
insomniac /in'sDmniaek/ noun a person who 
has insomnia 

inspiration /.inspi'reij’^n/ noun the act of 
taking air into the lungs. Opposite expiration 
comment: Inspiration takes place when the 
muscles of the diaphragm contract, allowing 
the lungs to expand. 

inspiratory /in'spair3t(3)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to breathing in 

inspire /in'spam/ verb to inhale air or a gas 
into the lungs 

inspissated /in'spiseitid/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a liquid which is thickened by remov¬ 
ing water from it 

inspissation /.inspi'seij^n/ noun the act 
of removing water from a solution to make it 
thicker 

instep /'instep/ noun an arched top part of the 
foot 

instil /in'stil/, instill verb to put a liquid in 
something drop by drop O Instil four drops in 
each nostril twice a day. 
instillation /.msti'leij(3)n/ noun 1 . the proc¬ 
ess of putting a liquid in drop by drop 2. a liq¬ 
uid put in drop by drop 


instinct /'instiqkt/ noun a tendency or ability 
which the body has from birth and does not 
need to learn O The body has a natural instinct 
to protect itself from danger. 
instinctive /in'stiqktiv/ adjective automatic 
or unconscious rather than planned O an in¬ 
stinctive reaction 

institution /,insti'tju:J(3)n/ noun a place 
where people are cared for, e.g. a hospital or 
clinic, especially a psychiatric hospital or chil¬ 
dren’s home 

institutionalisation /.insti.tjuij^nalai 
'zcij’(3)n/, institutionalization, institutional 
neurosis /,institju:j3n(3)l nju'rsusis/ noun 
a condition in which someone has become so 
adapted to life in an institution that it is impos¬ 
sible for him or her to live outside it 
institutionalise /.insti'tjuij^nalaiz/, in¬ 
stitutionalize verb to put someone into an in¬ 
stitution 

instructions /in'strAkJanz/ plural noun spo¬ 
ken or written information which explains how 
something is used or how to do something O 
She gave the taxi driver instructions on how to 
get to the hospital. O The instructions are writ¬ 
ten on the medicine bottle. O We can’t use this 
machine because we have lost the book of in¬ 
structions. 

instrument /'instrunmnt/ noun a piece of 
equipment or a tool O The doctor had a box of 
surgical instruments. 

instrumental /,instru'ment(3)l/ adjective □ 
instrumental in helping to do something O 
She was instrumental in developing the new 
technique. 

instrumental delivery /.instrumental di 
'liv(3)ri/ noun childbirth where the doctor uses 
forceps to help the baby out of the mother’s 
uterus 

insufficiency /,ins3 l fij(3)nsi/ noun 1 . the 
fact of not being strong or large enough to per¬ 
form usual functions O The patient is suffering 
from a renal insufficiency. 2. the incompetence 
of an organ 

insufflate /'insafleit/ verb to blow gas, va¬ 
pour or powder into the lungs or another body 
cavity as a treatment 

insufflation /.msa'fleij^n/ noun the act of 
blowing gas, vapour or powder into the lungs 
or another body cavity as a treatment 
insula /'insjuls/ noun part of the cerebral cor¬ 
tex which is covered by the folds of the sulcus 
insulin /'insjulin/ noun a hormone produced 
by the islets of Langerhans in the pancreas 
comment: Insulin controls the way in which 
the body converts sugar into energy and reg¬ 
ulates the level of sugar in the blood. A lack of 
insulin caused by diabetes mellitus makes the 
level of glucose in the blood rise. Insulin injec¬ 
tions are regularly used to treat diabetes mel¬ 
litus, but care has to be taken not to exceed 
the dose as this will cause hyperinsulinism 
and hypoglycaemia. 
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insulinase /'insjulineiz/ noun an enzyme 
which breaks down insulin 
insulin dependence /.insjulin di 
'pendons/ noun the fact of being dependent on 
insulin injections 

insulin-dependent diabetes /.insjulin di 
.pendant daia'biitiz/ noun same as Type I di¬ 
abetes mellitus 

insulinoma /.insjuh'noumo/ noun a tumour 
in the islets of Langerhans 
insulin-resistant /.insjulin ri'zist(a)nt/ 
adjective referring to a condition in which the 
muscle and other tissue cells respond inade¬ 
quately to insulin, as in Type II diabetes 
insulin shock /'insjulin ,Jbk/ noun a seri¬ 
ous drop in blood sugar, caused by too much 
insulin accompanied by sweating, dizziness, 
trembling and eventually coma 
insuloma /.insjuTauma/ noun same as in¬ 
sulinoma 

insult /'insAlt/ noun 1. a physical injury or 
trauma 2. something that causes a physical in¬ 
jury or trauma 

intact /in'tcekt/ adjective having all body 
parts present and undamaged 
intake /'inteik/ noun 1 . the amount of a sub¬ 
stance taken in O a high intake of alcohol O 
She was advised to reduce her intake of sugar. 
2. the process of taking in a substance 
Intal /'intael/ a trade name for a preparation of 
cromolyn sodium 

integrated service /.intigreitid 's3ivis/ 
noun a broad care service provided by health 
and social agencies acting together 
integrative medicine /.intigreitiv 
'med(3)s(o)n/ noun the combination of main¬ 
stream therapies and those complementary or 
alternative therapies for which there is scien¬ 
tific evidence of efficacy and safety 
integument /in'tegjumont/ noun a covering 
layer, e.g. the skin 

intellect /'intilekt/ noun a person’s ability to 
think, reason and understand 
intelligence /in'telid 3 ons/ noun the ability 
to learn and understand quickly 
intelligence quotient /in'telid39ns 
.kw9uJ(o)nt/ noun the ratio of the mental age, 
as given by an intelligence test, to the chrono¬ 
logical age of the person. Abbr IQ 
intense /in'tens/ adjective referring to a very 
strong pain O She is suffering from intense post 
herpetic neuralgia. 

intensity /in'tensiti/ noun the strength of 
e.g. pain 

intensive care /in.tensiv 'keo/ noun 1 . the 
continual supervision and treatment of an ex¬ 
tremely ill person in a special section of a hos¬ 
pital O The patient was put in intensive care. [) 

residential care 2. same as intensive care unit 
intensive care unit/in.tensiv 'keo .juinit/ 
noun a section of a hospital equipped with life¬ 


saving and life-support equipment in which 
seriously ill people who need constant medical 
attention are cared for. Abbr ICU 
intention /in'tenjon/ noun a plan to do 
something 

intention tremor /in'tenjon .tremo/ noun a 
trembling of the hands seen when people suf¬ 
fering from particular brain diseases make vol¬ 
untary movements to try to touch something 
inter- /into/ prefix between 
interaction /.intor'aekjon/ noun an effect 
which two or more substances such as drugs 
have on each other 

interatrial septum /.intor'eitriol .septom/ 
noun a membrane between the right and left 
atria in the heart 

intercalated /in't3:koleitid/ adjective in¬ 
serted between other tissues 
intercalated disc /in,t3:koleitid 'disk/ 
noun closely applied cell membranes at the 
end of adjacent cells in cardiac muscle, seen as 
transverse lines 

intercellular /.into'seljulo/ adjective be¬ 
tween the cells in tissue 
intercostal /,into , kDst(o)l/ adjective be¬ 
tween the ribs ■ noun same as intercostal 
muscle 

intercostal muscle /mto,kDst(o)l 'mAs(o)l/ 
noun one of the muscles between the ribs 
comment: The intercostal muscles expand 
and contract the thorax, so changing the pres¬ 
sure in the thorax and making the person 
breathe in or out. There are three layers of in¬ 
tercostal muscle: external, internal and inner¬ 
most or intercostalis intimis. 
intercourse /'intokois/ noun same as sexual 
intercourse 

intercurrent disease /.intokAront di'ziiz/, 
intercurrent infection /.intokAront in'fekjon/ 
noun a disease or infection which affects 
someone who has another disease 
interdigital /.ints'didsit(3)1/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the space between the fingers or toes 
interdisciplinary /.into.disi'plinori/ adjec¬ 
tive combining two or more different areas of 
medical or scientific study 
interferon /.into'fiornn/ noun a protein pro¬ 
duced by cells, usually in response to a virus, 
and which then reduces the spread of viruses 
comment: Although it is now possible to syn¬ 
thesise interferon outside the body, large- 
scale production is extremely expensive and 
the substance has not proved as successful at 
combating viruses as had been hoped, 
though it is used in multiple sclerosis with 
some success. 

interior /in'tiorio/ noun a part which is inside 
■ adjective inside 

interleukin /.intoTuikin/ noun a protein pro¬ 
duced by the body’s immune system 
interleukin-1 /.intoluikin 'wAn/ noun a pro¬ 
tein which causes high temperature. Abbr IL-1 
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interleukin-2 /.intoluikin 'tu:/ noun a pro¬ 
tein which stimulates T-cell production, used 
in the treatment of cancer. Abbr IL-2 
interlobar /.into'loubo/ adjective between 
lobes 

interlobar artery /^ntoloubor 'aitori/ noun 
an artery running towards the cortex on each 
side of a renal pyramid 
interlobular /into'lDbjulo/ adjective be¬ 
tween lobules 

interlobular artery /into'lobjub ,a:tori/ 
noun one of the arteries running to the glomer¬ 
uli of the kidneys 

intermediate care /.intomiidiot 'keo/ noun 
care following surgery or illness that can be 
delivered in special units attached to a hospital 
or in the person’s home by a special multidis¬ 
ciplinary team 

intermedius /.into'miidios/ » vastus inter- 
medius 

intermenstrual /.into'menstruol/ adjective 
between the menstrual periods 
intermittent /.into'mitCojnt/ adjective oc¬ 
curring at intervals 

intermittent claudication /,int3mit(9)nt 
^loidi'keiJXojn/ noun a condition of the arter¬ 
ies causing severe pain in the legs which 
makes the person limp after having walked a 
short distance (note: The symptoms increase 
with walking, stop after a short rest and recur 
when the person walks again.) 
intermittent fever /.intomitCojnt 'fiivo/ 
noun fever which rises and falls regularly, as in 
malaria 

intermittent self-catheterisation / 

.intomitCojnt self ,kseGitoral'zeij(9)n/ noun 
a procedure in which someone puts a catheter 
through the urethra into their own bladder 
from time to time to empty out the urine. Abbr 

ISC 

intern /'int3:n/ noun US a medical graduate 
who is working in a hospital before being li¬ 
censed to practise medicine. i> house officer 
interna /in'tsino/» otitis interna 
internal /in't3:n(3)l/ adjective inside the 
body or a body part. Opposite external □ the 
drug is for internal use only it should not be 
used on the outside of the body 
internal auditory meatus /in,t3:n(3)l 
o:dit(o)ri mi'eitos/ noun a channel which 
takes the auditory nerve through the temporal 
bone 

internal bleeding /in,t3:n(9)l 'bliidirj/ 
noun loss of blood inside the body, e.g. from a 
wound in the intestine 

internal capsule /in,t3:n(o)l 'kaepsjuil/ 
noun a bundle of fibres linking the cerebral 
cortex and other parts of the brain 

internal cardiac massage /in,t3in(3)l 
,ka:di 2 ek 'ma 2 sa: 3 / noun a method of making 


the heart start beating again by pressing on the 
heart itself 

internal carotid /in.tsinb)! kas'rDtid/ noun 
an artery in the neck, behind the external carot¬ 
id, which gives off the ophthalmic artery and 
ends by dividing into the anterior and middle 
cerebral arteries 

internal derangement of the knee /in 

,t3:n(9)l di'reingmont ov do 'nil/ noun a 
condition in which the knee cannot function 
properly because of a tom meniscus. Abbr IDK 
internal ear /in,t3:n(o)l 'io/ noun the part of 
the ear inside the head, behind the eardrum, 
containing the semicircular canals, the vesti¬ 
bule and the cochlea 

internal haemorrhage /in,t3:n(o)l 
'hem(o)rid 3 / noun a haemorrhage which takes 
place inside the body 

internal haemorrhoids /in,t3:n(o)l 
'hemoroidz/ plural noun swollen veins inside 
the anus 

internal iliac artery /in,t3in(o)l 'iliaek ,a:tori/ 
noun an artery which branches from the aorta 
in the abdomen and leads to the pelvis 
internal injury /in.tsinCo)! 'ind 3 ori/ noun 
damage to one of the internal organs 
internal jugular /in,t3:n(o)l 'd3Agjulo/ 
noun the largest jugular vein in the neck, lead¬ 
ing to the brachiocephalic veins 
internally /in't3:n(3)li/ adverb inside the 
body O He was bleeding internally. 
internal medicine /in,t3:n(3)l 
'med(o)s(3)n/ noun US the treatment of dis¬ 
eases of the internal organs by specialists 
internal nares /in,t3:n(3)l 'neoriiz/ plural 
noun the two openings shaped like funnels 
leading from the nasal cavity to the pharynx. 
Also called posterior nares 
internal oblique /in,t3in(3)l o'bliik/ noun 
the middle layer of muscle covering the abdo¬ 
men, beneath the external oblique 
internal organ /in,t3:n(3)l 'oigon/ noun an 
organ situated inside the body 
internal respiration /in,t3:n(3)l .respi'rel 
iJ(o)n/ noun the part of respiration concerned 
with the passage of oxygen from the blood to 
the tissues, and the passage of carbon dioxide 
from the tissues to the blood 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross /into.nasJXojnCo)! ko,miti ov do ,red 
'kros/ noun an international organisation 
which provides mainly emergency medical 
help, but also relief to victims of earthquakes, 
floods and other disasters, or to prisoners of 
war. Abbr ICRC 

International Council of Nurses / 

.intonceJXojnto)! ,kaunsol ov 'n3isiz/ noun 
an organisation founded in 1899 which now 
represents nurses in more than 120 countries. 
Its aims are to bring nurses together, to ad- 
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vance nursing worldwide and to influence 

health policies. Abbr ICN 

international nonproprietary name / 

.intonaeJXojnol .nonpropraiot^ri 'neim/ 
noun each of 8,000 names selected by the 
World Health Organization that are the legally 
required generic names for pharmaceutical 
product labelling for most countries in the 
world, including all EU countries. Abbr INN 
international unit /.intonseJXojnol 'juinit/ 
noun an internationally agreed standard used 
in pharmacy as a measure of a substance such 
as a drug or hormone. Abbr IU 
interneurone /.into'njuiroun/ noun a neu¬ 
rone with short processes which is a link be¬ 
tween two other neurones in sensory or motor 
pathways 

internist /'int3:nist/ noun a specialist who 
treats diseases of the internal organs by non- 
surgical means 

internodal /.into'noudCo)!/ adjective be¬ 
tween two nodes 

internuncial neurone /.intonAnJCojl 
'njuiroun/ noun a neurone which links two 
other nerve cells 

internus /in't3:n3s/ noun medial rectus mus¬ 
cle in the orbit of the eye 
interoceptor /.intorou'septo/ noun a nerve 
cell which reacts to a change taking place in¬ 
side the body 

interosseous /.intor'Dsios/ adjective be¬ 
tween bones 

interparietal /^ntopo'raiotCo)!/ adjective be¬ 
tween parietal parts, especially between the 
parietal bones ■ noun same as interparietal 
bone 

interparietal bone /.intopo'raiotCo)! 
,boun/ noun a triangular bone in the back of 
the skull, rarely present in humans 
interpeduncular cistern /.intopo 
'dArjkjulor .siston/ noun subarachnoid space 
between the two cerebral hemispheres beneath 
the midbrain and the hypothalamus 
interphalangeal joint /.intofo'lamdgiol 
d 30 int/ noun a joint between the phalanges. 
Also called IP joint 

interphase /'intofeiz/ noun a stage of a cell 
between divisions 

interpubic joint /.intopjuibik 'd 3 oint/ 
noun a piece of cartilage which joins the two 
sections of the pubic bone. Also called pubic 
symphysis 

interruptus /.into'rAptos/» coitus interrup¬ 
ts 

intersex /'intoseks/ noun an organism that 
has both male and female characteristics 
intersexuality /^ntosekju'asliti/ noun a 
condition in which a baby has both male and 
female characteristics, as in Klinefelter’s syn¬ 
drome and Turner’s syndrome 


interstice /in't3:stis/ noun a small space be¬ 
tween body parts or within a tissue 
interstitial /.into'stiJXojl/ adjective referring 
to tissue located in the spaces between parts of 
something, especially between the active tis¬ 
sues in an organ 

interstitial cell /.into'stiJXo)! sel/ noun a 
testosterone-producing cell between the tu¬ 
bules in the testes. Also called Leydig cell 
interstitial cell stimulating hormone / 
.into.stiJXojl sel 'stimjuleitiq .hoimoun/ 
noun a hormone produced by the pituitary 
gland which stimulates the formation of cor¬ 
pus luteum in females and testosterone in 
males. Abbr ICSH. Also called luteinising hor¬ 
mone 

interstitial cystitis /,intostiJ(9)l si'staitis/ 
noun a persistent nonbacterial condition in 
which someone has bladder pain and wants to 
pass urine frequently. It is often associated 
with Hunner’s ulcer. 

intertrigo /.into'traigou/ noun an irritation 
which occurs when two skin surfaces rub 
against each other, as in the armpit or between 
the buttocks 

intertubercular plane /,int9tju,b3:kjul9 
'plein/ noun same as transtubercular plane 

intervention /.into'venjon/ noun a treatment 
interventional radiology /^ntovenJonCojl 
,reidi'Dlod 3 i/ noun the area of medicine which 
uses X-rays, ultrasound and computer-assisted 
tomography to guide small instruments into 
the body for procedures such as biopsies, 
draining fluids or widening narrow vessels 
interventricular /.intoven'trikjuta/ adjec¬ 
tive between ventricles in the heart or brain 
interventricular foramen /.intoven 

,tnkjulo fo'reimon/ noun an opening in the 
brain between the lateral ventricle and the 
third ventricle, through which the cerebrospi¬ 
nal fluid passes 

interventricular septum /.intoven 

,trikjulo 'septom/ noun a membrane between 
the right and left ventricles in the heart 
intervertebral /.into'vsitibrCojl/ adjective 
between vertebrae 

intervertebral disc /.into.vsitibrol 'disk/ 
noun a round plate of cartilage which separates 
two vertebrae in the spinal column. See illus¬ 
tration at cartilaginous joint in Supplement. 
Also called vertebral disc 
intervertebral foramen /.into.vsitibrol fo 
'reimon/ noun a space between two vertebrae 
intestinal /in'testin(o)l/ adjective referring 
to the intestine 

intestinal anastomosis /in.testinCo)! o 
.nsesto'mousis/ noun a surgical operation to 
join one part of the intestine to another, after a 
section has been removed 
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intestinal flora /m,testin(o)l 'floiro/ plural 
noun beneficial bacteria which are always 
present in the intestine 

intestinal glands /m'testin(o)l glaendz/ 
plural noun tubular glands found in the mucous 
membrane of the small and large intestine, es¬ 
pecially those between the bases of the villi in 
the small intestine. Also called Lieberkuhn’s 
glands, crypts of Lieberkuhn 
intestinal infection /in'testin(o)l in 
,fekJ*(o)n/ noun an infection in the intestines 
intestinal juice /in'testin(o)l d 3 u:s/ noun 
alkaline liquid secreted by the small intestine 
which helps to digest food 
intestinal obstruction /m,testin(o)l ob 
'strAkJon/ noun a blocking of the intestine 
intestinal villi /m,testin(o)l 'vilai/ plural 
noun projections on the walls of the intestine 
which help in the digestion of food 
intestinal wall /m,testin(o)l 'wo:l/ noun the 
layers of tissue which form the intestine 
intestine /in'testin/ noun the part of the di¬ 
gestive system between the stomach and the 
anus that digests and absorbs food. C> large in¬ 
testine, small intestine (note: For other terms 
referring to the intestines, see words beginning 
with entero-.) 

intima /'intimo/* tunica intima 

intolerance /in'tnlorons/ noun the fact of 
being unable to endure something such as pain 
or to take a medicine without an adverse reac¬ 
tion O He developed an intolerance to penicil¬ 
lin. 

intoxicant /in'toksikont/ noun a substance 
which induces a state of intoxication or poi¬ 
soning, e.g. an alcoholic drink 
intoxicate /in'toksikeit/ verb to make some¬ 
one incapable of controlling his or her actions, 
because of the influence of alcohol on the 
nervous system O He drank six glasses of 
whisky and became completely intoxicated. 
intoxication /in.tDksi'keiJXojn/ noun a con¬ 
dition which results from the absorption and 
diffusion in the body of a substance such as al¬ 
cohol O She was driving in a state of intoxica¬ 
tion. 

intra- /intro/ prefix inside 
intra-abdominal /.intro £eb'dDmin(o)l/ ad¬ 
jective inside the abdomen 
intra-articular /.intro ai'tikjulo/ adjective 
inside a joint 

intracellular /.intro'seljulo/ adjective inside 
a cell 

intracerebral haematoma /.intro 
,serobrol .hiimo'toumo/ noun a blood clot in¬ 
side a cerebral hemisphere 
intracranial /.intro'kreiniol/ adjective inside 
the skull 

intracranial pressure /.introkreiniol 
'prejo/ noun the pressure of the subarachnoi¬ 


dal fluid, which fills the space between the 
skull and the brain. Abbr ICP 
intractable /in'trcektob(o)l/ adjective not 
able to be controlled O an operation to relieve 
intractable pain 

intracutaneous /.introkjui'teinios/ adjec¬ 
tive inside layers of skin tissue 
intracutaneous injection /.introkju: 
.teinios in'd 3 ekJon/ noun an injection of a 
liquid between the layers of skin, as for a test 
for an allergy 

intradermal /.intro'dsimfo)!/ adjective with¬ 
in or introduced between the layers of the skin 
intradermal test /intro'd3:m(o)l test/ noun 
a test requiring an injection into the thickness 
of the skin, e.g. a Mantoux test or an allergy 
test 

intradermic /.intro'dsimik/ adjective same 

as intradermal 

intradural /, intro'djuorol/ adjective inside 
the dura mater 

intramedullary /.introme'dAlori/ adjective 
inside the bone marrow or spinal cord 
intramural /.intro'mjuorol/ adjective inside 
the wall of an organ 

intramuscular /.intro'mAskjulo/ adjective 
inside a muscle 

intramuscular injection /.intro.mAskjulo 
in'd 3 ekJon/ noun an injection of liquid into a 
muscle, e.g. for a slow release of a drug 
intranasal /^ntro'neizCojl/ adjective inside 
or into the nose 

intraocular /, intro'okjulo/ adjective inside 
the eye 

intraocular lens /.intro.nkjulo 'lenz/ noun 
an artificial lens implanted inside the eye. 
Abbr IOL 

intraocular pressure /.intro.nkjulo 
'prejo/ noun the pressure inside the eyeball 
(note: If the pressure is too high, it causes glau¬ 
coma.) 

intraoperative ultrasound noun high-reso- 
lution imaging used in surgery. Abbr IOUS 
intraorbital /.intro'oibit(o)l/ adjective with¬ 
in the orbit of the eye 

intraosseous /.intro'Dsios/ adjective within 
a bone 

intrathecal /,intro 1 0i:k(o)l/ adjective inside a 
sheath, especially inside the intradural or sub¬ 
arachnoid space 

intratracheal /.introtro'kiol/ adjective with¬ 
in the trachea. Also called endotracheal 
intratubercular plane /.introtjuibsikjulo 
'plein/ noun a plane at right angles to the sag¬ 
ittal plane, passing through the tubercles of the 
iliac crests 

intrauterine /.intro'juitorain/ adjective in¬ 
side the uterus 

intrauterine contraceptive device /,intro 
juitorain .kDntro'septiv di.vais/, intrauter¬ 
ine device /,introjuitorain di'vais/ noun a 
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plastic coil placed inside the uterus to prevent 
pregnancy. Abbr IUCD, IUD 
intravascular /.intra'vceskjula/ adjective 
inside the blood vessels 
intravenous /.intra'viinas/ adjective into a 
vein. Abbr IV 

intravenous drip /.intraviinas 'drip/ noun 
a thin tube that is inserted into a vein and is 
used to very gradually give a person fluids, ei¬ 
ther for rehydration, feeding or medication 
purposes 

intravenous feeding /,intravi:nas 'fiidirj/ 
noun the procedure of giving someone liquid 
food by means of a tube inserted into a vein 
intravenous injection /.intraviinas in 
'd 3 ekjan/ noun an injection of liquid into a 
vein, e.g. for the fast release of a drug 
intravenously /.intra'viinasli/ adverb into a 
vein O a fluid given intravenously 
intravenous pyelogram /.intraviinas 
'paialagraem/, intravenous urogram /,intra 
viinas 'juaragrasm/ noun a series of X-ray 
photographs of the kidneys using pyelography. 
Abbr IVP 

intravenous pyelography /.intraviinas 
.paia'lografi/, intravenous urography /,intra 
viinas ju'mgrofi/ noun an X-ray examination 
of the urinary tract after opaque liquid has 
been injected intravenously into the body and 
taken by the blood into the kidneys 
intraventricular /.intraven'trikjula/ adjec¬ 
tive inside or placed into a ventricle in the heart 
or the brain 

intra vitam /.intra 'vaitam/ adverb during 
life 

intrinsic /in'trinsik/ adjective belonging to 
the essential nature of an organism, or entirely 
within an organ or part 

intrinsic factor /in.trinsik 'faskta/ noun a 
protein produced in the gastric glands which 
reacts with the extrinsic factor, and which, if 
lacking, causes pernicious anaemia 
intrinsic ligament /in.trinsik 'ligamant/ 
noun a ligament which forms part of the cap¬ 
sule surrounding a joint 
intrinsic muscle /in.trinsik 'mAs(a)l/ noun 
a muscle lying completely inside the part or 
segment, especially of a limb, which it moves 
intro- /intrau/ prefix inward 
introduce /.intra'djuis/ verb 1. to put some¬ 
thing into something O He used a syringe to 
introduce a medicinal substance into the body. 
O The nurse introduced the catheter into the 
vein. 2. to present two people to one another 
when they have never met before O Can I in¬ 
troduce my new assistant? 3. to start a new way 
of doing something O The hospital has intro¬ 
duced a new screening process for cervical 
cancer. 

introduction /,intro'dAkJon/ noun 1. the act 
of putting something inside something O the 


introduction of semen into the woman's uterus 
O the introduction of an endotracheal tube 
into the patient's mouth 2. the act of starting a 
new process 

introitus /in'trouitos/ noun an opening into 
any hollow organ or canal 
introjection /,mtrou'd 3 ekJon/ noun a per¬ 
son’s unconscious adoption of the attitudes or 
values of another person whom he or she 
wants to impress 

introspection /,intro'spekjan/ noun a de¬ 
tailed and sometimes obsessive mental self- 
examination of feelings, thoughts and motives 
introversion /^ntra'vsiJCajn/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person is excessively interested 
in himself or herself and his or her own mental 
state. Compare extroversion 
introvert /'intrav3it/ noun a person who 
thinks only about himself or herself and his or 
her own mental state. Compare extrovert 
introverted /'intrau,V3itid/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to someone who thinks only about himself 
or herself 

intubate /'intjuibeit/ verb to insert a tube 
into any organ or part of the body. Also called 

catheterise 

intubation /^ntjui'beiJCajn/ noun the thera¬ 
peutic insertion of a tube into the larynx 
through the glottis to allow the passage of air. 
Also called catheterisation 
intumescence /^ntjui'mesCajns/ noun the 
swelling of an organ 

intussusception /.intasa'sepjan/ noun a 
condition in which part of the gastrointestinal 
tract becomes folded down inside the part be¬ 
neath it, causing an obstruction and strangula¬ 
tion of the folded part 

inunction /in'AqkJan/ noun 1. the act of rub¬ 
bing an ointment into the skin so that the med¬ 
icine in it is absorbed 2. an ointment which is 
rubbed into the skin 

in utero /,in 'juitarau/ adverb, adjective in, or 
while still inside, a woman’s womb 
invade /in'veid/ verb to enter and spread 
gradually throughout a part of the body, e.g. 
the entry of a microorganism that causes dis¬ 
ease 

invagination /in,vaed 3 i'neij(a)n/ noun 1. 
same as intussusception 2. the surgical treat¬ 
ment of hernia, in which a sheath of tissue is 
made to cover the opening 
invalid /'invalid/ (dated) noun someone who 
has had an illness and has not fully recovered 
from it or who has been permanently disabled 
■ adjective weak or disabled 
invalidity /.inva'liditi/ noun the condition of 
being disabled 

invasion /in'vei 3 (a)n/ noun the entry of bac¬ 
teria into a body, or the first attack of a disease 
invasive /in'veisiv/ adjective 1. referring to 
cancer which tends to spread throughout the 
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body 2. referring to an inspection or treatment 
which involves entering the body by making 
an incision. i> non-invasive 
inverse care law /,inv3:s 'keo lo:/ noun the 
idea that the people who most need care and 
services are least likely or able to access them 
inversion /in'v3:J(9)n/ noun the fact of being 
turned towards the inside O inversion of the 
foot See illustration at anatomical terms in 
Supplement □ inversion of the uterus a con¬ 
dition in which the top part of the uterus touch¬ 
es the cervix, as if it were inside out, which 
may happen after childbirth 
invertase /in'v3:teiz/ noun an enzyme in the 
intestine which splits sucrose 
investigation /in,vesti l geiJ'(o)n/ noun an 
examination to find out the cause of something 
which has happened O The Health Authority 
ordered an investigation into how the drugs 
were stolen. 

investigative surgery /in.vestigotiv 
‘s3:d39ri/ noun surgery to investigate the 
cause of a condition 

in vitro /in 'viitrou/ adjective, adverb a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘in a glass’, i.e. in a test tube 
or similar container used in a laboratory □ in 
vitro activity, in vitro experiment experi¬ 
ment which takes place in the laboratory 
in vitro fertilisation /in ,vi:trou ,f3:tolai 
'zeiJ(o)n/ noun the fertilisation of an ovum in 
the laboratory. i> test-tube baby. Abbr IVF 
in vivo adjective, adverb a Latin phrase mean¬ 
ing ‘in living tissue’, i.e. referring to an exper¬ 
iment which takes place on the living body 
in vivo experiment /in .viivou ik'sperf 
imont/ noun an experiment on a living body, 
e.g. that of an animal 

involucrum /.invo'luikrom/ noun a covering 
of new bone which forms over diseased bone 
involuntary /in'vDl9nt(9)ri/ adjective done 
automatically, without any conscious thought 
or decision-making being involved O Patients 
are advised not to eat or drink, to reduce the 
risk of involuntary vomiting while on the oper¬ 
ating table. 

involuntary action /in, volant (o)ri 'aekjon/ 
noun an action which someone does without 
thinking or making a conscious decision 
involuntary muscle /in, volant (a)ri 
'mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle supplied by the auto¬ 
nomic nervous system, and therefore not under 
voluntary control, e.g. the muscle which acti¬ 
vates a vital organ such as the heart 
involution /,mva'lu:J*(a)n/ noun 1 . the return 
of an organ to its usual size, e.g. the shrinking 
of the uterus after childbirth 2. a period of de¬ 
cline of organs which sets in after middle age 
involutional / l inv3 , lu:J(o)n(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to involution 

involutional melancholia /invo 
,lu:J*(a)n(a)l melon'koulio/ noun a depression 


which occurs in people, mainly women, after 
middle age, probably caused by a change of 
endocrine secretions 

iodine /'aiadiin/ noun a chemical element 
which is essential to the body, especially to the 
functioning of the thyroid gland (note: Lack of 
iodine in the diet can cause goitre. The chemical 
symbol is I.) 

IOL abbr intraocular lens 
ion /'aion / noun an atom that has an electric 
charge (note: Ions with a positive charge are 
called cations and those with a negative charge 
are called anions.) 

comment: It is believed that living organisms, 
including human beings, react to the presence 
of ionised particles in the atmosphere. Hot dry 
winds contain a higher proportion of positive 
ions than usual and these winds cause head¬ 
aches and other illnesses. If negative ionised 
air is introduced into an air-conditioning sys¬ 
tem, the incidence of headaches and nausea 
among people working in the building may be 
reduced. 

ionise /'aionaiz/, ionize verb to give an atom 
an electric charge 

ioniser /'aionaiza/, ionizer noun a machine 
that increases the amount of negative ions in 
the atmosphere of a room, so counteracting the 
effect of positive ions 

ionotherapy /ai.Dno'Oeropi/ noun treatment 
by ions introduced into the body via an electric 
current 

iontophoresis /a^ontoufa'riisis/ noun the 
movement of ions through a biological materi¬ 
al when an electric current passes through it 
IOUS abbr intraoperative ultrasound 
IPAV abbr intermittent positive airway ventila¬ 
tion. i> positive pressure ventilation 
ipecacuanha /.ipikaekju'aena/ noun a drug 
made from the root of an American plant, used 
as a treatment for coughs, and also as an emet¬ 
ic (note: The US term is ipecac.) 

IP joint /,ai 'pi: d 30 int/ noun same as inter- 
phalangeal joint 

IPPV abbr intermittent positive pressure venti¬ 
lation. 0 positive pressure ventilation 
ipratropium /.aipro'traupiam/, ipratropium 
bromide ^aipra.troupiom 'broumaid/ noun a 
drug which helps to relax muscles in the air¬ 
ways, used in the treatment of conditions such 
as asthma, bronchitis and emphysema 
ipsilateral /,ipsi'laetaral/ adjective located 
on or affecting the same side of the body. Also 
called homolateral. Opposite contralateral 
IQ abbr intelligence quotient 
IRDS abbr infant respiratory distress syn¬ 
drome 

irid- /irid/ prefix referring to the iris 
iridectomy /.iri'dektomi/ noun the surgical 
removal of part of the iris 
iridencleisis /.iriden'klaisis/ noun an oper¬ 
ation to treat glaucoma, where part of the iris 
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is used as a drainage channel through a hole in 
the conjunctiva 

iridocyclitis /.iridousi'klaitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the iris and the tissues which sur¬ 
round it 

iridodialysis /.iridoudai'selosis/ noun the 
separation of the iris from its insertion 
iridoplegia /,ind9u'pli:d33/ noun paralysis 
of the iris 

iridoptosis /.iridou'tousis/ noun the push¬ 
ing forward of the iris through a wound in the 
cornea 

iridotomy /.iri'dDtomi/ noun a surgical inci¬ 
sion into the iris 

iris /'airis/ noun a coloured ring in the eye, 
with the pupil at its centre. See illustration at 
eye in Supplement 

comment: The iris acts like the aperture in a 
camera shutter, opening and closing to allow 
more or less light through the pupil into the 
eye. 

iritis /ai'raitis/ noun inflammation of the iris 
iron /'aion/ noun 1 . a chemical element essen¬ 
tial to the body, present in foods such as liver 
and eggs 2. a common grey metal (note: The 
chemical symbol is Fe.) 
comment: Iron is an essential part of the red 
pigment in red blood cells. Lack of iron in hae¬ 
moglobin results in iron-deficiency anaemia. 
Storage of too much iron in the body results in 
haemochromatosis. 

iron-deficiency anaemia /,aion di 

'fij*(3)nsi 9,ni:mi3/ noun anaemia caused by a 

lack of iron in red blood cells 

iron lung /, aion Taq/ noun same as Drinker 

respirator 

irradiation /i,reidi'eij(9)n/ noun 1 . the proc¬ 
ess of spreading from a centre, as e.g., nerve 
impulses do 2. the use of radiation to treat peo¬ 
ple or to kill bacteria in food 
irreducible hernia /iri,dju:s3b(9)l 'hsinio/ 
noun a hernia where the organ cannot be re¬ 
turned to its usual position 
irregular /I'regjulo/ adjective not regular or 
normal O The patient's breathing was irregu¬ 
lar. O The nurse noted that the patient had de¬ 
veloped an irregular pulse. O He has irregular 
bowel movements. 

irrigate /'irigeit/ verb to wash out a cavity in 
the body 

irrigation /,iri'geij(9)n/ noun the washing 
out of a cavity in the body 
irritability /.irito'biliti/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing irritable 

irritable /'iritob(9)l/ adjective 1 . easily able to 
become inflamed and painful 2. feeling an¬ 
noyed and impatient 

irritable bowel syndrome /,iritob( 3 )l 
'bauol .sindraum/ noun } mucous colitis. 
AbbrIBS 

irritable colon /,irit9b(o)l 'kaulon/ noun t 

mucous colitis 


irritable hip /,irit9b(3)l 'hip/ noun a condi¬ 
tion of pain in the hip which is caused by 
swelling of the synovium. Treatment involves 
bed rest, traction and anti-inflammatory drugs, 
irritant /'irit(o)nt/ noun a substance which 
can irritate 

irritant dermatitis /,irit(o)nt ,d3:m9 
'taitis/ noun same as contact dermatitis 
irritate /'iriteit/ verb to cause a painful reac¬ 
tion in part of the body, especially to make it 
inflamed O Some types of wool can irritate the 
skin. 

irritation /.iri'teiJXojn/ noun a feeling of be¬ 
ing irritated O an irritation caused by the oint¬ 
ment 

ISC abbr intermittent self-catheterisation 

isch- /isk/ prefix too little 

ischaemia /I'skiimio/ noun a deficient blood 

supply to a part of the body 

ischaemic /I'skiimik/ adjective lacking in 

blood 

‘...the term stroke does not refer to a single patho¬ 
logical entity. Stroke may be haemorrhagic or is¬ 
chaemic: the latter is usually caused by thrombosis 
or embolism’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

ischaemic heart disease /i,ski:mik ha:t 
di,ziiz/ noun a disease of the heart caused by a 
failure in the blood supply, as in coronary 
thrombosis. Abbr IHD 

ischi- /iski/ prefix same as ischio- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

ischia /'iskio/ plural of ischium 
ischial /'iskiol/ adjective referring to the is¬ 
chium or hip joint 

ischial tuberosity /.iskiol .tjuibo'rositi/ 
noun a lump of bone forming the ring of the is¬ 
chium 

ischio- /iskiou/ prefix referring to the ischium 

ischiocavernosus muscle /.iskioukasvo 
'nousos ,mAs(9)l/ noun a muscle along one 
side of the perineum 

ischiorectal /.iskiou'rektCojl/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to both the ischium and the rectum 
ischiorectal abscess /,iski9u,rekt(3)l 
'cebses/ noun an abscess which forms in fat 
cells between the anus and the ischium 
ischiorectal fossa /Tskiou.rektCojl 'foso/ 
noun a space on either side of the lower end of 
the rectum and anal canal 
ischium /'iskiom/ noun the lower part of the 
hip bone in the pelvis. See illustration at pelvis 
in Supplement (note: The plural is ischia.) 
Ishihara colour charts /.ijihairo 'kAb 
,t Jaits/ plural noun charts used in a test for col¬ 
our vision in which numbers or letters are 
shown in dots of primary colours with dots of 
other colours around them. People with nor¬ 
mal colour vision can see them, but people 
who are colour-blind cannot. 

Ishihara test /.iJVhairo test/ noun a test us¬ 
ing Ishihara colour charts 
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islets of Langerhans /.allots ov 
'keg sheens/, islands of Langerhans /.ailondz 
sv 'leegoheenz/, islet cells /'allot selz/ plural 
noun groups of cells in the pancreas which se¬ 
crete the hormones glucagon, insulin and gas¬ 
trin [Described 1869. After Paul Langerhans 
(1847-88), Professor of Pathological Anatomy 
at Freiburg, Germany.] 
iso- /aisou/ prefix equal 
isoantibody /, aisou'sent ibDdi/ noun an anti¬ 
body which forms in one person as a reaction 
to antigens from another person (note: The 
plural is isoantibodies.) 
isograft /'aisougrcnft/ noun a graft of tissue 
from an identical twin. Also called syngraft 
isoimmunisation /.aisou.imjunai 

'zeiJ\o)n/, isoimmunization noun immunisa¬ 
tion of a person with antigens derived from an¬ 
other person 

isolate /'aisoleit/ verb 1 . to keep one person 
apart from others because he or she has a dan¬ 
gerous infectious disease 2. to identify a single 
virus, bacterium or other pathogen among 
many O Scientists have been able to isolate the 
virus which causes Legionnaires’ disease. O 
Candida is easily isolated from the mouths of 
healthy adults. 

isolation /.aisoTeiJ(o)n/ noun the separation 
of a person, especially one with an infectious 
disease, from others 

isolation ward /.aisoTeiJ(o)n wo:d/ noun a 
special ward where people who have danger¬ 
ous infectious diseases can be kept isolated 
from others 

isolator /'aisoleito/ noun 1 . a large clear 
plastic bag in which a person can be nursed, or 
operated on, in a sterile environment 2. a room 
or piece of equipment which keeps people or 
substances separated from others which may 
contaminate them O an isolator stretcher O an 
isolator cabinet 

isoleucine /aisou'luisiin/ noun an essential 
amino acid 

isometric /.aisou'metrik/ adjective 1 . in¬ 
volving equal measurement O an isometric 
view of the system 2. referring to muscle con¬ 
traction in which tension occurs with very lit¬ 
tle shortening of muscle fibres 3. referring to 
exercises in which the muscles are put under 
tension but not contracted 
isometrics /.aisou'metriks/ plural noun ex¬ 
ercises to strengthen the muscles, in which the 
muscles contract but do not shorten 
isoniazid /.aiso'naiozid/ noun a colourless 
crystalline compound that is used in the treat¬ 
ment of tuberculosis. Abbr INH 


isoprenaline /.aisou'prenoliin/, isoprotere¬ 
nol noun a drug that relieves asthma by widen¬ 
ing the bronchial tubes in the lungs 
isosorbide dinitrate /.aisou.soibaid dai 
'naitreit/ noun a compound which causes 
widening or relaxation of the blood vessels, 
used in the treatment of angina pectoris 
isotonic /.aisou'tDmk/ adjective referring to 
a solution, e.g. a saline drip, which has the 
same osmotic pressure as blood serum and 
which can therefore be passed directly into the 
body. Compare hypertonic, hypotonic 
isotonicity /.aisotD'nisiti/ noun the equal 
osmotic pressure of two or more solutions 
isotonic solution /.aisoutomk so'lu:J(o)n/ 
noun a solution which has the same osmotic 
pressure as blood serum, or as another liquid it 
is compared with 

isotope /'aisotoup/ noun a form of a chemi¬ 
cal element which has the same chemical 
properties as other forms but a different atomic 
mass 

isotretinoin /.aisoutre'tinoin/ noun a drug 
used in the treatment of severe acne and sever¬ 
al other skin diseases 

ispaghula /.ispo'guilo/, ispaghula husk / 

, ispo'guilo hAsk/ noun a natural dietary fibre 
used to treat constipation, diverticulitis and ir¬ 
ritable bowel syndrome 
ISS abbr injury scoring system 
isthmus /'ismos/ noun 1 . a short narrow ca¬ 
nal or cavity 2. a narrow band of tissue joining 
two larger masses of similar tissue, e.g. the 
section in the centre of the thyroid gland, 
which joins the two lobes (note: The plural is 
isthmi or isthmuses.) 

itch /it J/ noun 1. an irritated place on the skin 
which makes a person want to scratch 2. the 
itch same as scabies ( informal) ■ verb to pro¬ 
duce an irritating sensation, making someone 
want to scratch 

itching /'it Jig/ noun same as pruritus 
itchy /'itJi/ adjective making a person want to 
scratch O The main symptom of the disease is 
an itchy red rash. 

-itis /ait is/ suffix inflammation 

ITU abbr intensive therapy unit 

IU abbr international unit 

IUCD abbr intrauterine contraceptive device 

IUD abbr 1 . intrauterine death 2. intrauterine 

device 

IUS abbr intrauterine system 
IV abbr intravenous 
IVF abbr in vitro fertilisation 
I VP abbr intravenous pyelogram 
IVU abbr intravenous urography 



J 


J /d 3 ei/ abbr joule 

jab /d 32 eb/ noun an injection or inoculation 
(informal ) O a tetanus jab 
Jacksonian epilepsy /dsask.sounion 'epil 
lepsi/ noun a form of epilepsy in which the 
jerking movements start in one part of the 
body before spreading to others [Described 
1863. After John Hughlings Jackson (1835- 
1911), British neurologist.] 

Jacquemier’s sign /'d 3 £ek 3 mioz ,sain/ 
noun a sign of early pregnancy in which the 
vaginal mucosa becomes slightly blue due to 
an increased amount of blood in the arteries 
[After Jean Marie Jacquemier (1806-79), 
French obstetrician] 

jactitation /.dsaskti'teiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of constantly moving the body around in a 
restless way, especially because of mental ill¬ 
ness 

jag /d 32 eg/ noun in Scotland, an injection or 
inoculation ( informal ) 

jargon /'d 3 a:gon/ noun 1 . the words used by 
people who have a particular area of knowl¬ 
edge, which are usually only understood by 
those people O medical jargon 2. a stream of 
words that makes no sense, produced by some¬ 
one with aphasia or a severe mental disorder 
jaundice /'d 3 o:ndis/ noun a condition in 
which there is an excess of bile pigment in the 
blood, and in which the pigment is deposited 
in the skin and the whites of the eyes, which 
have a yellow colour. Also called icterus 
comment: Jaundice can have many causes, 
usually relating to the liver: the most common 
are blockage of the bile ducts by gallstones or 
by disease of the liver and Weil’s disease, 
jaw M 30 :/ noun the bones in the face which 
hold the teeth and form the mouth O He fell 
down and broke his jaw. O The punch on his 
mouth broke his jaw. 

comment: The jaw has two parts, the upper 
(the maxillae) being fixed parts of the skull, 
and the lower (the mandible) being attached 
to the skull with a hinge so that it can move up 
and down. 

jawbone /'d 3 o:b 3 un/ noun one of the bones 
which form the jaw, especially the lower jaw 
or mandible 


jejun- /d 3 id 3 u:n/ prefix same as jejuno- ( used 
before vowels) 

jejunal /d 3 i'd 3 uin( 9 )l/ adjective referring to 
the jejunum 

jejunal ulcer /d3i,d3uin(o)l 'Also/ noun an 
ulcer in the jejunum 

jejunectomy /,d 3 id 3 u:'nekt 9 mi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove all or part of the 
jejunum (note: The plural is jejunectomies.) 
jejuno- /d 3 i:d 3 u:nou/ prefix referring to the 
jejunum 

jejunoileostomy /d3i l d3u:nou l ili , Dstomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to make an artificial 
link between the jejunum and the ileum (note: 
The plural is jejunoileostomies.) 
jejunostomy /.dsidsu'nostomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to make an artificial passage to 
the jejunum through the wall of the abdomen 
(note: The plural is jejunostomies.) 
jejunotomy /,d3id3u'nDt9mi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to cut into the jejunum (note: 
The plural is jejunotomies.) 
jejunum /d 3 i'd 3 u:nom/ noun the part of the 
small intestine between the duodenum and the 
ileum, about 2 metres long. See illustration at 
digestive system in Supplement 
jerk M 33 :k/ noun a sudden movement of part 
of the body which indicates that the local re¬ 
flex arc is intact ■ verb to make sudden move¬ 
ments, or cause something to make sudden 
movements O In some forms of epilepsy the 
limbs jerk. 

jet lag /'d^et keg/ noun a condition suffered 
by people who travel long distances in planes, 
caused by rapid changes in time zones which 
affect sleep patterns and meal times and thus 
interfere with the body’s metabolism O We had 
jet lag when we flew from Australia. 
jet-lagged /'d 3 et laegd/ adjective experienc¬ 
ing jet lag O jet-lagged travellers O We were 
jet-lagged for a week. 

joint /d 30 int/ noun a structure at a point 
where two or more bones join, especially one 
which allows movement of the bones O The el¬ 
bow is a joint in the arm. O Arthritis is accom¬ 
panied by stiffness in the joints, t Charcot’s 
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joint (note: For other terms referring to joints, 
see words beginning with arthr-, arthro-.) 
joint-breaker fever /'d 3 oint .breiko ,fi:vo/ 
noun same as o’nyong-nyong fever 
joint capsule /'d 3 oint ,kaepsju:l/ noun 
white fibrous tissue which surrounds and 
holds a joint together. See illustration at syno¬ 
vial joint in Supplement 
joint investment plan /,d 3 oint in 
'vestmont plsen/ noun a plan that health and 
social services draw up together for specific 
areas of care 

joint mouse /'d 3 oint maus/ plural noun a 
loose piece of bone or cartilage in the knee 
joint, making the joint lock 
joule /d 3 u:l/ noun the SI unit of measurement 
of work or energy. 4.184 joules equals one cal¬ 
orie. Symbol J 

jugular /'d3Agjulo/ adjective referring to the 
throat or neck ■ noun same as jugular vein 
comment: There are three jugular veins on 
each side: the internal jugular is large and 
leads to the brachiocephalic vein, the exter¬ 
nal jugular is smaller and leads to the subcla¬ 
vian vein and the anterior jugular is the 
smallest. 

jugular nerve /'d3Agjul9 n3iv/ noun one of 
the nerves in the neck 

jugular trunk /'d3Agjulo trArjk/ noun a ter¬ 
minal lymph vessel in the neck, draining into 
the subclavian vein 


jugular vein /'d 3 Agjulo vein/ noun one of 

the veins which pass down either side of the 

neck. Also called jugular 

juice /d 3 u:s/ noun 1. liquid from a fruit or 

vegetable O a glass of orange juice or tomato 

juice 2. a natural fluid of the body, t gastric 

juice 

jumper’s knee /,d3Ainp9z 'ni:/ noun a pain¬ 
ful condition suffered by athletes and dancers 
in which inflammation develops in the knee 
joint 

junction /'d3Aqkj3n/ noun a joining point 
junior doctor /,d 3 u:nio 'dDkto/ noun a doc¬ 
tor who is completing his or her training in 
hospital 

junk food /'d 3 Apk fuid/ noun food of little 
nutritional value, e.g. high-fat processed 
snacks, eaten between or instead of meals 
juvenile /'d3u:v9nail/ adjective relating to or 
affecting children or adolescents 
juxta- /d 3 Aksto/ prefix beside or near 
juxta-articular /,d 3 Aksto ai'tikjulo/ adjec¬ 
tive occurring near a joint 
juxtaposition /.dsAkstopo'ziJXojn/ noun 
the placing of two or more things side by side 
so as to make their similarities or differences 
more obvious 



k symbol kilo- 

Kahn test /'ka:n test/ noun a test of blood 
serum to diagnose syphilis [Described 1922. 
After Reuben Leon Kahn, Lithuanian-born serol- 
ogist who worked in the USA.] 
kala-azar /,ka:b o'za:/ noun an often fatal 
form of leishmaniasis caused by the infection 
of the intestines and internal organs by a para¬ 
site, Leishmania, spread by flies. Symptoms 
are fever, anaemia, general wasting of the 
body and swelling of the spleen and liver, 
kalium /'keiliom/ noun same as potassium 
kaolin /'keiolin/ noun a fine soft clay used in 
the making of medical preparations, especially 
for the treatment of diarrhoea 
Kaposi’s sarcoma /ko.pouziz sai'koumo/ 
noun a cancer which takes the form of many 
haemorrhagic nodes affecting the skin, espe¬ 
cially on the extremities [Described 1872. After 
Moritz Kohn Karposi (1837-1902), Professor of 
Dermatology at Vienna, Austria.] 
comment: Formerly a relatively rare disease, 
found mainly in tropical countries, Kaposi’s 
sarcoma is now more common as it is one of 
the diseases associated with AIDS. 
Kartagener’s syndrome /.kaito'dsiinoz 
.sindroum/ noun a hereditary condition in 
which all the organs in the chest and abdomen 
are positioned on the opposite side from the 
usual one, i.e. the heart and stomach are on the 
right 

karyo- /kceriou/ prefix relating to a cell nucle¬ 
us 

karyotype /'kgerioutaip/ noun the chromo¬ 
some complement of a cell, shown as a dia¬ 
gram or as a set of letters and numbers 
Kawasaki disease ^kaiwo'saikiz di.ziiz/ 
noun a retrovirus infection that often occurs in 
small children and causes a high temperature, 
rash, reddened eyes, peeling skin and swollen 
lymph nodes 

Kayser-Fleischer ring /.kaizo 'flaijo ,rig/ 
noun a brown ring on the outer edge of the cor¬ 
nea, which is a diagnostic sign of hepatolen¬ 
ticular degeneration [Described 1902 by Kay- 
ser, 1903 by Fleischer. Bernard Kayser (1869- 


1954), German ophthalmologist; Bruno Richard 
Fleischer (1848-1904), German physician.] 
kcal abbr kilocalorie 

Kegel exercises /'keig(o)l .eksosaiziz/ 
plural noun exercises which strengthen the 
muscles of the pelvic floor in women and help 
to prevent any accidental leakage of urine 
when they cough, sneeze or lift things 
Keller’s operation /'keloz opo.reiJXojn/ 
noun a surgical operation on the big toe to re¬ 
move a bunion or to correct an ankylosed joint 
[Described 1904. After William Lordan Keller 
(1874-1959), US surgeon.] 
keloid /'kiiloid/ noun an excessive amount of 
scar tissue at the site of a skin injury 
kerat- /kerot/ prefix same as kerato- {used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

keratalgia ^kero'tseldsio/ noun pain felt in 
the cornea 

keratectasia ^kerotek'teizio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the cornea bulges 
keratectomy /.kero'tektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove the whole or part of 
the cornea (note: The plural is keratectomies.) 
keratic /ko'rsetik/ adjective 1 . relating to 
horny tissue or to keratin 2. relating to the cor¬ 
nea 

keratin /'keratin/ noun a protein found in 
horny tissue such as fingernails, hair or the 
outer surface of the skin 
keratinisation /.kerotinai'zeiJOjn/, kerati- 
nization noun the appearance of homy charac¬ 
teristics in tissue. Also called cornification 
keratinise /'kerotinaiz, ko'rsetinaiz/, 
keratinize verb to convert something into ker¬ 
atin or into horny tissue (note: keratinising - 
keratinised) 

keratinocyte /.kero'tinousait/ noun a cell 
which produces keratin 
keratitis ^kero'taitis/ noun inflammation of 
the cornea 

kerato- /kerotou/ prefix referring to horn, 
horny tissue or the cornea 
keratoacanthoma/.kerotou.sekon'Ooumo/ 
noun a type of benign skin tumour which dis- 



211 


kidney dialysis 


appears after a few months (note: The plural is 
keratoacanthomas or keratoacanthomata.) 
keratoconjunctivitis /.kerotoukon 

,d3AQkti'vaitis/ noun inflammation of the 
cornea with conjunctivitis 
keratoconus ^kerotou'kounos/ noun a cone- 
shaped lump on the cornea 
keratoglobus /.kerotou'gloubos/ noun swell¬ 
ing of the eyeball 

keratoma /.kero'toumo/ noun a hard thick¬ 
ened growth due to hypertrophy of the homy 
zone of the skin (note: The plural is keratomas 
or keratomata.) 

keratomalacia ^kerotoumo'leij'o/ noun 1 . a 
softening of the cornea frequently caused by 
Vitamin A deficiency 2. softening of the horny 
layer of the skin 

keratome /‘kerotoum/ noun a surgical knife 
used for operations on the cornea 
keratometer /.kero'tDmito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for measuring the curvature of the cornea 
keratometry /.kero'tDmitri/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of measuring the curvature of the cornea 
keratopathy /,ker3'tDpo0i/ noun any non¬ 
inflammatory disorder of the cornea (note: 
The plural is keratopathies.) 
keratoplasty /'kerotoplassti/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to graft corneal tissue from a do¬ 
nor in place of diseased tissue (note: The plural 
is keratoplasties.) 

keratoprosthesis /.kerotoupros'Giisis/ 
noun 1 . a surgical operation to replace the cen¬ 
tral area of a cornea with clear plastic, when it 
has become opaque 2. a piece of clear plastic 
put into the cornea (note: The plural is kerato- 
prostheses.) 

keratoscope /'kerotoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for examining the cornea to see if it has 
an unusual curvature. Also called Placido’s 
disc 

keratosis /.kero'tousis/ noun a lesion of the 
skin (note: The plural is keratoses.) 
keratotomy /.kero'tDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make a cut in the cornea, the first 
step in many intraocular operations (note: The 
plural is keratotomies.) 

kerion /'kiorinn/ noun a painful soft mass, 
usually on the scalp, caused by ringworm 
kernicterus /ko'niktoros/ noun yellow pig¬ 
mentation of the basal ganglia and other nerve 
cells in the spinal cord and brain, found in chil¬ 
dren with icterus 

Kernig’s sign /'k3inigz sain/ noun a symp¬ 
tom of meningitis in which the knee cannot be 
straightened if the person is lying down with 
the thigh brought up against the abdomen [De¬ 
scribed 1882. After Vladimir Mikhailovich Kernig 
(1840-1917), Russian neurologist.] 
ketamine /'ketomiin/ noun a white crystal¬ 
line powder that is a general anaesthetic, used 
in human and veterinary medicine 


ketoacidosis /.kiitou.assi'dousis/ noun an 
accumulation of ketone bodies in tissue in dia¬ 
betes, causing acidosis 

ketoconazole /.kiitou'kDnozoul/ noun a 
drug which is effective against a wide range of 
fungal infections such as cryptococcosis and 
thrush 

ketogenesis /.kiitou'c^enosis/ noun the 
production of ketone bodies 
ketogenic / l ki:tou l d 3 enik/ adjective form¬ 
ing ketone bodies 

ketogenic diet /,kiit9ud3enik 'daiot/ noun a 
diet with a high fat content, producing ketosis 
ketonaemia /.kiitou'niimio/ noun a morbid 
state in which ketone bodies exist in the blood 
ketone /'kiitoun/ noun a chemical compound 
produced when glucose is unavailable for use 
as energy, as in untreated diabetes, and fats are 
used instead, leading to ketosis 
ketone bodies /'kiitoun ,bndiz/ plural noun 
ketone compounds formed from fatty acids 
ketone group /'kiitoun gruip/ noun a chem¬ 
ical group characteristic of ketones, with car¬ 
bon atoms doubly bonded to an oxygen atom 
and to the carbon atoms of two other organic 
groups 

ketonuria /.kiitou'njuorio/ noun a state in 
which ketone bodies are excreted in the urine 
ketoprofen /.kiitou'proufon/ noun an anti¬ 
inflammatory drug used in the treatment of 
rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis 
ketosis /kii'tousis/ noun a state in which ke¬ 
tone bodies such as acetone and acetic acid ac¬ 
cumulate in the tissues, a late complication of 
Type I diabetes mellitus 
ketosteroid ^kiitou'stioroid/ noun a steroid 
such as cortisone which contains a ketone 
group 

keyhole surgery /'kiihoul ,s3:d39ri/ noun 
surgery carried out by inserting tiny surgical 
instruments through an endoscope ( informal) 
Also called laparoscopic surgery 
kg abbr kilogram 

kidney /'kidni/ noun either of two organs sit¬ 
uated in the lower part of the back on either 
side of the spine behind the abdomen, whose 
function is to maintain the usual concentra¬ 
tions of the main constituents of blood, pass¬ 
ing the waste matter into the urine. See illus¬ 
tration at kidney in Supplement 
comment: A kidney is formed of an outer cor¬ 
tex and an inner medulla. The nephrons which 
run from the cortex into the medulla filter the 
blood and form urine. The urine is passed 
through the ureters into the bladder. Sudden 
sharp pain in back of the abdomen, going 
downwards, is an indication of a kidney stone 
passing into the ureter. 

kidney dialysis /'kidni dai.selosis/ noun the 
process of removing waste matter from blood 
by passing it through a kidney machine. Also 
called haemodialysis 
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kidney donor /'kidni ,douno/ noun a person 
who gives one of his or her kidneys as a trans¬ 
plant 

kidney failure /'kidni ,feiljo/ noun a situa¬ 
tion in which the kidneys do not function prop¬ 
erly 

kidney machine /'kidni mojiin/ noun an 
apparatus through which blood is passed to be 
cleaned by dialysis if the person’s kidneys 
have failed 

kidney stone /'kidni stoun/ noun a hard 
mass of calcium like a little piece of stone 
which forms in the kidney 
kidney transplant /'kidni ,traenspla:nt/ 
noun a surgical operation to give someone with 
a diseased or damaged kidney a kidney from 
another person 

kill /kil/ verb to make someone or something 
die O She was killed in a car crash. O Heart at¬ 
tacks kill more people every year. O Antibodies 
are created to kill bacteria. 
killer /'kilo/ noun a person or disease which 
kills O In the winter, bronchitis is the killer of 
hundreds of senior citizens. O Virulent typhoid 
fever can be a killer disease. i> painkiller 
killer cell /'kilo sel/, killer T cell noun a type 
of immune cell that recognises and destroys 
cells that have specific antigens on their sur¬ 
face, e.g. virus-infected or cancerous cells 
Killian’s operation /'kilionz Dpo,reiJ(o)n/ 
noun a surgical operation to clear the frontal si¬ 
nus by curetting in which the incision is made 
in the eyebrow [After Gustav Killian (1860- 
1921), German laryngologist] 
kilo- /kilou/ prefix one thousand (10 3 ). Sym¬ 
bol k 

kilogram /'kilograem/ noun an SI unit of 
measurement of weight equal to 1000 grams O 
She weighs 62 kilos (62 kg). Symbol kg 
kilojoule /'kiloud 3 u:l/ noun an SI unit of 
measurement of energy or heat equal to 1000 
joules. Symbol kJ 

kilopascal /'kiloupasskol/ noun an SI unit of 
measurement of pressure equal to 1000 pas¬ 
cals. Symbol kPa 

Kimmelstiel-Wilson disease /.kimolstiil 
'wilson di.ziiz/, Kimmelstiel-Wilson syn¬ 
drome ^kimolstiil 'wilson ,sindroum/ noun 
a form of nephrosclerosis found in people with 
diabetes [Described 1936. After Paul Kimmel- 
stiel (1900-70), US pathologist; Clifford Wilson 
(1906-98), Professor of Medicine, London Uni¬ 
versity, UK.] 

kin /kin/ noun relatives or close members of 
the family 

kin- /kin/ prefix same as kine- ( used before 
vowels) 

kinaesthesia /,kini:s'Gi:zio/ noun the fact of 
being aware of the movement and position of 
parts of the body (note: The US spelling is ki¬ 
nesthesia.) 


comment: Kinaesthesia is the result of infor¬ 
mation from muscles and ligaments which is 
passed to the brain and which allows the brain 
to recognise movements, touch and weight, 
kinanaesthesia /.kinaeniis'Giizio/ noun the 
fact of not being able to sense the movement 
and position of parts of the body (note: The US 
spelling is kinanesthesia.) 
kinase /'kaineiz/ noun an enzyme belonging 
to a large family of related substances that bind 
to the energy-providing molecule ATP and 
regulate functions such as cell division and 
signalling between cells 
kine- /kini/ prefix movement 
kinematics /.kim'maetiks/ noun the science 
of movement, especially of body movements 
kineplasty /'kimplsesti/ noun an amputation 
in which the muscles of the stump of the am¬ 
putated limb are used to operate an artificial 
limb (note: The plural is kineplasties.) 
kinesi- /kainiisi/ prefix movement (note: 
used before vowels) 

kinesiology /.kainiisi'Dlodsi/ noun the 
study of human movements, particularly with 
regard to their use in treatment 
kinesis noun the movement of a cell in re¬ 
sponse to a stimulus. Compare taxis 
-kinesis /kiniisis/ suffix 1 . activity or motion 
2. a change in the movement of a cell, though 
not in any particular direction. Examples are a 
change in its speed or in its turning behaviour, 
kinesitherapy /.kainiisi'Geropi/ noun thera¬ 
py involving movement of parts of the body 
kinetic /ki'netik, kai'netik/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to movement 

King’s Fund /'kirjz fAnd/ noun a major inde¬ 
pendent health charity in London 
King’s model /'kigz ,mDd(o)l/ noun a model 
of nurse-patient relationships based on ten 
principles: interaction, perception, communi¬ 
cation, transaction, role, stress, growth and de¬ 
velopment, time, self and space. Through an 
exchange of information nurses and patients 
work together to help individuals and groups 
attain, maintain and restore health, 
kinin /'kainin/ noun a polypeptide that makes 
blood vessels widen and smooth muscles con¬ 
tract 

Kirschner wire /,k3:J\o)no 'waio/, Kirschn- 
er’s wire noun a wire attached to a bone and 
tightened to provide traction to a fracture [De¬ 
scribed 1909. After Martin Kirschner (1879- 
1942), Professor of Surgery at Heidelberg, Ger¬ 
many.] 

kiss of life /,kis ov 'laif/ noun same as cardi¬ 
opulmonary resuscitation ( informal) 
kJ abbr kilojoule 

Klebsiella /,klebsi'elo/ noun a Gram-nega¬ 
tive bacterium, one form of which, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, can cause pneumonia 

Klebs-Loeffler bacillus /,klebz Teflo bo 
,silos/ noun the bacterium which causes diph- 
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theria, Corynebacterium diphtheriae [After 
Theodor Albrecht Klebs (1834-1913), bacteriol¬ 
ogist in Zurich, Switzerland, and Chicago, USA; 
Friedrich August Loeffler (1852-1915), bacteri¬ 
ologist in Berlin, Germany] 

Kleihauer test /'klaihaua test/, Kleihauer- 
Betke test noun a test used to check whether 
there has been any blood loss from a fetus to 
the mother across the placenta. It is usually 
done immediately after delivery, 
klepto- /kleptau/ prefix stealing or theft 
kleptomania ^kleptau'meinia/ noun a form 
of mental disorder in which someone has a 
compulsive desire to steal things, even things 
of little value 

kleptomaniac /.kleptau'meinicek/ noun a 
person who has a compulsive desire to steal 
Klinefelter’s syndrome /'klainfeltaz ,sin 
draum/ noun a genetic disorder in which a 
male has an extra female chromosome, mak¬ 
ing an XXY set, giving sterility and partial fe¬ 
male characteristics [Described 1942. After 
Harry Fitch Klinefelter Jr. (b. 1912), Associate 
Professor of Medicine, John Hopkins Medical 
School, Baltimore, USA.] 

Klumpke’s paralysis /,klu:mpkaz pa 
'raslasis/ noun a form of paralysis due to an in¬ 
jury during birth, affecting the forearm and 
hand. Also called Dejerine-Klumpke’s syn¬ 
drome [Described 1885. After Augusta Klumpke 
(Madame Dejerine-Klumpke) (1859-1937), 
French neurologist, one of the first women to 
qualify in Paris in 1888.] 
knee /nil/ noun a joint in the middle of the leg, 
joining the femur and the tibia (NOTE: For other 
terms referring to the knee, see genu.) 
kneecap /'nitkaep/ noun same as patella 
knee jerk /'ni: d33tk/ noun same as patellar 
reflex 

knee joint /ni: djaint/ noun a joint where the 
femur and the tibia are joined, covered by the 
kneecap 

knit /nit/ verb (of broken bones) to join togeth¬ 
er again O Broken bones take longer to knit in 
elderly people than in children. (NOTE: knitting 
- knitted - knit) 

knock-knee /,mik 'ni:/ noun a state in which 
the knees touch and the ankles are apart when 
a person is standing straight. Also called genu 
valgum 

knock-kneed /mik 'ni:d/ adjective referring 
to a person whose knees touch when he or she 
stands straight with feet slightly apart 
knock out /,nDk 'aut/ verb to hit someone so 
hard that he or she is no longer conscious O He 
was knocked out by a blow on the head. 
knuckle /'nAk(3)l/ noun the back of each joint 
on a person’s hand 

Kocher manoeuvre /'kDka ma,nu:va/ 
noun a method for realigning a dislocated 
shoulder in which the arm is raised and a sud¬ 


den change is made between inward and out¬ 
ward rotation of the head of the joint 
Koch’s bacillus /,kauks ba'silas/ noun the 
bacterium which causes tuberculosis, Myco¬ 
bacterium tuberculosis [Described 1882. After 
Robert Koch (1843-1910), Professor of Hygiene 
in Berlin, Germany, later Director of the Institute 
for Infectious Diseases. (Nobel Prize 1905).] 
Koch-Weeks bacillus /,kauk 'wi:ks ba 
, Silas/ noun the bacillus which causes con¬ 
junctivitis 

Kohler’s disease /'k3:l3z di,si:z/ noun a 
degeneration of the navicular bone in children. 
Also called scaphoiditis [Described 1908 and 
1926. After Alban Kohler (1874-1947), German 
radiologist.] 

koilonychia^kailau'mkia/ noun a condition 
in which the fingernails are brittle and con¬ 
cave, caused by iron-deficiency anaemia 
Koplik’s spots /'kDpliks spots/ plural noun 
small white spots with a blue tinge surrounded 
by a red areola, found in the mouth in the early 
stages of measles [Described 1896. After Henry 
Koplik (1858-1927), US paediatrician.] 
Korotkoff’s method /'koratkofs ,me0ad/ 
noun a method of finding a person’s blood 
pressure by inflating a cuff around his or her 
upper arm to a pressure well above the systolic 
blood pressure and then gradually decreasing 
it 

Korsakoff’s syndrome /'kmsaknls ,sin 
draum/ noun a condition, caused usually by 
chronic alcoholism or disorders in which there 
is a deficiency of vitamin B, in which a per¬ 
son’s memory fails and he or she invents things 
which have not happened and is confused [De¬ 
scribed 1887. After Sergei Sergeyevich Korsa¬ 
koff (1854-1900), Russian psychiatrist.] 
kraurosis penis/kra:,rausis 'pimis/ noun a 
condition in which the foreskin becomes dry 
and shrivelled 

kraurosis vulvae/kr3:,rausis 'vAlva/ noun 
a condition in which the vulva becomes thin 
and dry due to lack of oestrogen, found usually 
in elderly women 

Krause corpuscles /' krauza ,ka:pAs(a)lz/ 
plural noun encapsulated nerve endings in the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, nose, eyes 
and genitals [Described 1860. After Wilhelm Jo¬ 
hann Friedrich Krause (1833-1910), German 
anatomist.] 

Krebs cycle /'krebz ,saik(a)l/ noun same as 
citric acid cycle [Described 1937. After Sir 
Hans Adolf Krebs (1900-81), German biochem¬ 
ist who emigrated to England in 1934. Shared 
the Nobel prize for Medicine 1953 with F.A. Lip- 
mann.] 

Krukenberg tumour /'kru:kanb3:g 
,t ju:ma/ noun a malignant tumour in the ovary 
secondary to a tumour in the stomach [After 
Friedrich Krukenberg (1871-1946), German gy¬ 
naecologist] 
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Kuntscher nail /'kAntJo neil/, Kuntscher 
nail noun a long steel nail used in operations to 
pin fractures of long bones, especially the fe¬ 
mur, through the bone marrow [Described 
1940. After Gerhard Kuntscher (1900-72), Ger¬ 
man surgeon.] 

Kupffer’s cells 'kopfoz selz /, Kupffer cells 

plural noun large specialised liver cells which 
break down haemoglobin into bile [Described 
1876. After Karl Wilhelm von Kupffer (1829- 
1902), German anatomist.] 

Kveim test /'kvaim test/ noun a skin test to 
confirm the presence of sarcoidosis [After 
Morten Ansgar Kveim (b. 1892), Swedish physi¬ 
cian] 


kwashiorkor /,kwDji'o:ko:/ noun malnutri¬ 
tion of small children, mostly in tropical coun¬ 
tries, causing anaemia, wasting of the body 
and swollen liver 
kypho- /kaifou/ prefix a hump 
kyphoscoliosis /.kaifou.skDli'ousis/ noun 
a condition in which someone has both back¬ 
ward and lateral curvature of the spine 
kyphosis /kai'fousis/ noun an excessive 
backward curvature of the top part of the spine 
(note: The plural is kyphoses.) 
kyphotic /kai'fDtik/ adjective referring to 
kyphosis 
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I, L symbol litre 

lab /lteb/ noun same as laboratory ( informal) O 
The samples have been returned by the lab. O 
We’ll send the specimens away for a lab test. 
lab- /leib/ prefix same as labio- ( used before 
vowels) 

label /'leib(3)l/ noun a piece of paper or card 
attached to an object or person for identifica¬ 
tion ■ verb to attach a label to an object O The 
bottle is labelled *poison \ (note: labelling - 

labelled. The US spellings are labeling - la¬ 
beled.) 

labia /Teibio/ plural of labium 

labial /'leibiol/ adjective referring to the lips 

or to labia 

labia majora /,leibi9 mo'd3o:r9/ plural noun 
two large fleshy folds at the outside edge of the 
vulva. See illustration at urogenital system 
(female) in Supplement 
labia minora /.leibio mi'noiro/ plural noun 
two small fleshy folds on the inside edge of the 
vulva. See illustration at urogenital system 
(female) in Supplement. Also called nymphae 
labile /'leibail/ adjective referring to a drug 
which is unstable and likely to change if heat¬ 
ed or cooled 

lability of mood /lo.biliti ov 'mu:d/ noun a 
tendency for a person’s mood to change sud¬ 
denly 

labio- /leibiou/ prefix referring to the lips or to 
labia 

labioplasty /Teibioi^plassti/ noun a surgical 
operation to repair damaged or deformed lips 
(note: The plural is labioplasties.) 
labium /Teibiom/ noun 1. any of the four 
fleshy folds which surround the female genital 
organs 2. a structure which looks like a lip 
(note: The plural is labia.) 
labor /Teibo/ noun US spelling of labour 
laboratory /lo'bDrotCojri/ noun a special 
room or place where scientists can do special¬ 
ised work such as research, the testing of 
chemical substances or the growing of tissues 
in culture O The samples of water from the 
hospital have been sent to the laboratory for 
testing. O The new drug has passed its labora¬ 
tory tests, (note: The plural is laboratories.) 


laboratory officer /lo'bDrotCojri ,Dfiso/ noun 
a qualified person in charge of a laboratory 
laboratory technician /l9 l bDrot(9)ri tek 
'mJ(o)n/ noun a person who does practical 
work in a laboratory and has particular care of 
equipment 

laboratory techniques /b'borotCojri tek 
,ni:kz/ plural noun the methods or skills need¬ 
ed to perform experiments in a laboratory 
laboratory test /lo'bDrotCojri test/ noun a 
test carried out in a laboratory 
labour /'leibo/ noun childbirth, especially the 
contractions in the uterus which take place 
during childbirth □ in labour experiencing the 
physical changes such as contractions in the 
uterus which precede the birth of a child O She 
was in labour for 14 hours. □ to go into la¬ 
bour to start to experience the contractions 
which indicate the birth of a child is imminent 
O She went into labour at 6 o 'clock. 
comment: Labour usually starts about nine 
months, or 266 days, after conception. The 
cervix expands and the muscles in the uterus 
contract, causing the amnion to burst. The 
muscles continue to contract regularly, push¬ 
ing the baby into, and then through, the vagi¬ 
na. 

laboured breathing /.leibod 'briidig/ noun 
difficult breathing, which can be due to various 
causes such as asthma 

labour pains /'leibo peinz/ plural noun the 
pains felt at regular intervals by a woman as 
the muscles of the uterus contract during child¬ 
birth 

labrum /'leibrom/ noun a ring of cartilage 
around the rim of a joint (note: The plural is la- 

bra.) 

labyrinth /'lseborinB/ noun a series of inter¬ 
connecting tubes, especially those in the inside 
of the ear 

comment: The labyrinth of the inner ear is in 
three parts: the three semicircular canals, the 
vestibule and the cochlea. The osseous laby¬ 
rinth is filled with a fluid (perilymph) and the 
membranous labyrinth is a series of ducts and 
canals inside the osseous labyrinth. The 
membranous labyrinth contains a fluid (endol- 
ymph). As the endolymph moves about in the 
membranous labyrinth it stimulates the vestib- 
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labyrinthectomy 

ular nerve which communicates the sense of 
movement of the head to the brain. If a person 
turns round and round and then stops, the en- 
dolymph continues to move and creates the 
sensation of giddiness. 

labyrinthectomy /laebsrin'Bektsmi/ noun 
a surgical operation to remove the labyrinth of 
the inner ear (note: The plural is labyrinthecto- 
mies.) 

labyrinthitis /.kebarin'Baitis/ noun same as 

otitis interna 

lacerated /'laesareitid/ adjective torn or with 
a rough edge 

lacerated wound /.laessreitid 'wurnd/ 
noun a wound where the skin is tom, as by a 
rough surface or barbed wire 
laceration / l laes3'reiJ'(3)n/ noun 1. a wound 
which has been cut or tom with rough edges, 
and is not the result of stabbing or pricking 2. 
the act of tearing tissue 
lachrymal /'laekrim(3)l/ adjective same as 
lacrimal 

lacrimal /'laekrim(3)l/ adjective referring to 
tears, the tear ducts or the tear glands. 0 nasol¬ 
acrimal 

lacrimal apparatus /,kekrim(3)l .reps 

re it os/ noun the arrangement of glands and 
ducts which produce and drain tears. Also 
called lacrimal system 

lacrimal bone /Taekrim(3)l bsun/ noun one 
of two little bones which join with others to 
form the orbits 

lacrimal canaliculus /,laekrim(3)l keens 
'likjulas/ noun a small canal draining tears 
into the lacrimal sac 

lacrimal caruncle /,laekrim(3)l ks 
1 rAT| k( 3)1/ noun a small red point at the inner 
corner of each eye 

lacrimal duct /Taekrim(3)l dAkt/ noun a 
small duct leading from the lacrimal gland. 
Also called tear duct 

lacrimal gland /T£ekrim(3)l gkend/ noun a 
gland beneath the upper eyelid which secretes 
tears. Also called tear gland 
lacrimal puncta /,laekrim(s)l 'pAgkts/ plu¬ 
ral noun small openings of the lacrimal canal¬ 
iculus at the corners of the eyes through which 
tears drain into the nose 
lacrimal sac /,laekrim(3)l 'saek/ noun a sac 
at the upper end of the nasolacrimal duct, link¬ 
ing it with the lacrimal canaliculus 
lacrimal system /'l£eknm(3)l .sistsm/ 
noun same as lacrimal apparatus 
lacrimation /,lrekri'meij(3)n/ noun the pro¬ 
duction of tears 

lacrimator /'laekrimeits/ noun a substance 
which irritates the eyes and makes tears flow 
lacrymal /'hekriml/, lachrymal /'lEekrim(3)l/ 
adjective another spelling of lacrimal 
lact- /laekt/ prefix same as lacto- ( used before 
vowels) 


lactase /'laekteiz/ noun an enzyme, secreted 
in the small intestine, which converts milk 
sugar into glucose and galactose 
lactate /laek'teit/ verb to produce milk in the 
body (note: lactating - lactated) 
lactation /lEek'teiJ(3)n/ noun 1 . the produc¬ 
tion of milk in the body 2. the period during 
which a mother is breastfeeding a baby 
comment: Lactation is stimulated by the pro¬ 
duction of the hormone prolactin by the pitui¬ 
tary gland. It starts about three days after 
childbirth, before which period the breasts se¬ 
crete colostrum. 

lacteal /'laektisl/ adjective referring to milk ■ 
noun a lymph vessel in a villus which helps the 
digestive process in the small intestine by ab¬ 
sorbing fat 

lactic /'laektik/ adjective relating to milk 
lactic acid /.laektik 'aesid/ noun a sugar 
which forms in cells and tissue, and also in 
sour milk, cheese and yoghurt 
comment: Lactic acid is produced as the body 
uses up sugar during exercise. Excessive 
amounts of lactic acid in the body can produce 
muscle cramp. 

lactiferous /laek'tifaras/ adjective produc¬ 
ing, secreting or carrying milk 
lactiferous duct /kekdifaras 'dAkt/ noun a 
duct in the breast which carries milk 
lactiferous sinus /Iaek,tif3r3s 'sainss/ 
noun a dilatation of the lactiferous duct at the 
base of the nipple 
lacto- prefix referring to milk 
Lactobacillus /.laektauba'silas/ noun a ge¬ 
nus of Gram-positive bacteria which produces 
lactic acid from glucose and may be found in 
the digestive tract and the vagina 

lactogenic hormone /.laektsu.dsenik 
'hoimsun/ noun same as prolactin 
lactose /'laekt sus/ noun a type of sugar found 
in milk 

lactose intolerance /Taektsus in^Dtarsns/ 
noun a condition in which a person cannot di¬ 
gest lactose because lactase is absent in the in¬ 
testine or because of an allergy to milk, caus¬ 
ing diarrhoea 

lactosuria /,laekt3u'sju3ri3/ noun the excre¬ 
tion of lactose in the urine 
lactovegetarian /,laekt3uved3i'te3ri3n/ 
noun a person who does not eat meat, but eats 
vegetables, fruit, dairy produce and eggs and 
sometimes fish O He has been a lactovegetar¬ 
ian for twenty years. Compare vegan, vegetar¬ 
ian 

lactulose /'laektjulsus/ noun an artificially 
produced sugar used as a laxative 
lacuna /lae'kjuma/ noun a small hollow or 
cavity (note: The plural is lacunae.) 
lacunar /ke'kjuma/ adjective relating to hol¬ 
lows or cavities in tissue such as in bone or 
cartilage, especially ones that are unusual 
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Laennec’s cirrhosis /.leianeks sa'rausis/ 
noun the commonest form of alcoholic cirrho¬ 
sis of the liver [Described 1819. After Rene 
Theophile Hyacinthe Laennec (1781-1826), 
Professor of medicine at the College de France, 
and inventor of the stethoscope.] 
laevocardia /,li:vau'ka:dia/ noun the condi¬ 
tion of having the heart in the usual position, 
with the apex towards the left side of the body. 
Compare dextrocardia 

-lalia /leilia/ suffix speech or a speech disorder 
lambda /Taemda/ noun 1 . the 11th letter of the 
Greek alphabet 2. the point at the back of the 
skull where the sagittal suture and lambdoidal 
suture meet 

lambdoid /'laemdaid/ adjective shaped like 
the capital Greek letter lambda, like an upside 
down V or y 

lambdoid suture /laem,doid 'suttja/, lamb¬ 
doidal suture /l£em,daid(a)l 'suttja/ noun a 
horizontal joint across the back of the skull be¬ 
tween the parietal and occipital bones 
lamblia /'laemblia/ noun same as Giardia 
lambliasis /laem'blaiasis/ noun same as gia¬ 
rdiasis 

lame /leim/ adjective not able to walk easily 
because of pain, stiffness or damage in a leg or 
foot (note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
lamella /la'mela/ noun 1 . a thin sheet of tissue 
2. a thin disc placed under the eyelid to apply 
a drug to the eye (note: The plural is lamellae.) 
lameness /'leimnas/ noun the inability to 
walk normally because of pain, stiffness or 
damage in a leg or foot 
lamina /'kemina/ noun 1 . a thin membrane 2. 
a side part of the posterior arch in a vertebra 
(note: The plural is laminae.) 
lamina propria /.laemino praupria/ noun 
the connective tissue of mucous membranes 
containing, e.g., blood vessels and lymphatic 
tissues 

laminectomy /Jaemi'nektami/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to cut through the lamina of a 
vertebra in the spine to get to the spinal cord. 
Also called rachiotomy (note: The plural is 

laminectomies.) 

lamotrigine /la'mDtridsiin/ noun a drug that 
helps to control petit mal epilepsy 
lance /latns/ verb to make a cut in aboil or ab¬ 
scess to remove the pus 
lancet /'latnsit/ noun 1 . a sharp two-edged 
pointed knife formerly used in surgery 2. a 
small pointed implement used to take a small 
capillary blood sample, e.g. to measure blood 
glucose levels 

lancinate /'lamsineit/ verb to lacerate or cut 
something (note: lancinating - lancinated) 
lancinating /Tamsineitir)/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to pain which is sharp and cutting 
Landry’s paralysis /,laendriz pa'raelasis/ 
noun same as Guillain-Barre syndrome (see) 


laryngeal prominence 

[After Jean-Baptiste Octave Landry (1826-65), 
French physician] 

Landsteiner’s classification /.laendstainaz 
,klaesifi'keij(3)n/ noun same as ABO system 
Langerhans’ cells /' Ire poll re ns selz/ plural 
noun cells on the outer layers of the skin 
Langer’s lines /'laerjaz lainz/ plural noun the 
arrangement of collagen protein fibres which 
causes the usual skin creases. Cuts made along 
these lines sever fewer fibres and heal better 
than other cuts. Also called cleavage lines 
Lange test /'laegga test/ noun a method of 
detecting globulin in the cerebrospinal fluid 
[Described 1912. After Carl Friedrich August 
Lange (b. 1883), German physician.] 
lanolin /'laenalin/ noun grease from sheep’s 
wool which absorbs water and is used to rub 
on dried skin, or in the preparation of cosmet¬ 
ics 

lanugo /la'njutgau/ noun 1. soft hair on the 
body of a fetus or newborn baby 2. soft hair on 
the body of an adult, except on the palms of the 
hands, the soles of the feet and the parts where 
long hair grows 

laparo- /laeparau/ prefix the lower abdomen 
laparoscope /'laeparaskaup/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal instrument which is inserted through a hole 
in the abdominal wall to allow a surgeon to ex¬ 
amine the inside of the abdominal cavity. Also 
called peritoneoscope 

laparoscopic /.lacpara'skopik/ adjective us¬ 
ing a laparoscope 

laparoscopic surgery /.laepara.skopik 
'S3:d3ari/ noun same as keyhole surgery 
laparoscopy /,laepa'rDskapi/ noun a proce¬ 
dure in which a laparoscope is used to examine 
the inside of the abdominal cavity. Also called 
peritoneoscopy (note: The plural is laparo¬ 
scopies.) 

laparotomy /,laepa'rDtami/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut open the abdominal cavity 
(note: The plural is laparotomies.) 
large intestine /la:d3 in'testin/ noun the 
section of the digestive system from the cae¬ 
cum to the rectum 

Lariam /'laeriam/ a trade name for meflo¬ 
quine hydrochloride 

larva /'la:va/ noun a stage in the development 
of an insect or tapeworm, after the egg has 
hatched but before the animal becomes adult 
(note: The plural is larvae.) 
laryng- /larind3/ prefix same as laryngo- 
(used before vowels) 

laryngeal /la'rind3ial/ adjective referring to 
the larynx 

laryngeal inlet /la,rind3ial inlat/ noun the 
entrance from the laryngopharynx leading 
through the vocal cords to the trachea 

laryngeal prominence /la,rind3ial 
'prominans/ noun same as Adam’s apple 
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laryngeal reflex /lo,rind3iol 'riifleks/ noun 
the reflex that makes a person cough 
laryngectomy /.laerin'dsektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove the larynx, usual¬ 
ly as treatment for throat cancer (note: The plu¬ 
ral is laryngectomies.) 
larynges /lo'rind3i:z/ plural of larynx 
laryngismus /Jcerin'dsizmos/, laryngismus 
stridulus /laeringizmos 'stridjulos/ noun a 
spasm of the throat muscles with a sharp intake 
of breath which occurs when the larynx is irri¬ 
tated, as in children who have croup 
laryngitis /.lcerin'dsaitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the larynx 
laryngo- /lorirjgou/ prefix larynx 
laryngofissure /lo.rirjgou'fijo/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to make an opening into the 
larynx through the thyroid cartilage 
laryngologist /,l£erin'gDlod3ist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in diseases of the lar¬ 
ynx, throat and vocal cords 
laryngology / l l2erin'gDlod3i/ noun the study 
of diseases of the larynx, throat and vocal 
cords 

laryngomalacia /lo.rirjgoumoTeiJo/ noun a 
condition in which breathing is made difficult 
by softness of the larynx, occurring mainly in 
children under the age of two 

laryngopharyngeal /lo.rigngoufo'rin 
d3iol/ adjective referring to both the larynx and 
the pharynx 

laryngopharynx /lorirjgou'fcerirjks/ noun 
the part of the pharynx below the hyoid bone 
laryngoscope /lo'rirjgoskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument for examining the inside of the larynx 
using a light and mirrors 
laryngoscopy /.lcerirj'gDskopi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of the larynx with a laryngoscope 
(note: The plural is laryngoscopies.) 
laryngospasm /lo'rnjgospcezom/ noun a 
muscular spasm which suddenly closes the lar¬ 
ynx 

laryngostenosis /lo^iggousto'nousis/ 
noun narrowing of the lumen of the larynx 
laryngostomy /.laerig'gDstomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to make a permanent opening 
from the neck into the larynx (note: The plural 
is laryngostomies.) 

laryngotomy /.kerig'gDtomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make an opening in the larynx 
through the membrane, especially in an emer¬ 
gency, when the throat is blocked (note: The 
plural is laryngotomies.) 
laryngotracheal /lo.rirjgou'treikiol/ adjec¬ 
tive relating to both the larynx and the trachea 
O laryngotracheal stenosis 
laryngotracheobronchitis /lo.rirjgou 
.treikioubrDrj'kaitis/ noun inflammation of 
the larynx, trachea and bronchi, as in croup 


larynx /'kerigks/ noun the organ in the throat 
which produces sounds. Also called voice box 
(note: The plural is larynges or larynxes.) 
comment: The larynx is a hollow passage 
made of cartilage, containing the vocal cords, 
situated behind the Adam’s apple. It is closed 
by the epiglottis when swallowing or before 
coughing. 

laser /'leizo/ noun an instrument which pro¬ 
duces a highly concentrated beam of light 
which can be used to cut or attach tissue, as in 
operations for a detached retina 
laser laparoscopy /.leizo kepo'raskopi/ 
noun surgery performed through a laparoscope 
using a laser 

laser probe /'leizo proub/ noun a metal 
probe which is inserted into the body and 
through which a laser beam can be passed to 
remove a blockage in an artery 
laser surgery /'leizo ,s3id3ori/ noun sur¬ 
gery using lasers, e.g. for the removal of tu¬ 
mours, sealing blood vessels, or the correction 
of shortsightedness 

Lasix /'leiziks/ a trade name for frusemide 
Lassa fever /'lseso ,fi:vo/ noun a highly in¬ 
fectious and often fatal virus disease found in 
Central and West Africa, causing high fever, 
pains, and ulcers in the mouth [After a village in 
northern Nigeria where the fever was first report¬ 
ed] 

Lassar’s paste /'lsesoz ,peist/ noun an oint¬ 
ment made of zinc oxide, used to treat eczema 
[After Oskar Lassar (1849-1907), German der¬ 
matologist] 

lassitude /'laesitju:d/ noun a state where a 
person does not want to do anything, some¬ 
times because he or she is depressed 
lata /'laeto/* fascia lata 
latent /'leit(o)nt/ adjective referring to a dis¬ 
ease which is present in the body but does not 
show any signs O The children were tested for 
latent viral infection. 

lateral /'lset(o)rol/ adjective 1 . further away 
from the midline of the body 2. referring to one 
side of the body 

lateral aspect /,la 2 t(o)rol 'sespekt/ noun a 
view of the side of part of the body. Also called 

lateral view. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement 

lateral epicondyle /,laet(o)rol ,epi 
'kondail/, lateral epicondyle of the humerus 

/,l£et(o)rol epi.kondail ov do 'hjuimoros/ 
noun a lateral projection on the rounded end of 
the humerus at the elbow joint 
lateral epicondylitis /,l£et(o)rol ,epikondi 
'laitis/ noun same as tennis elbow 
lateral fissure /,l£et(o)rol 'fijo/ noun a 
groove along the side of each cerebral hemi¬ 
sphere 

laterally /'lsetroli/ adverb towards or on the 
side of the body. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement 
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lateral malleolus /,laet(3)r3l ms'liislss/ 
noun the part of the end of the fibula which 
protrudes on the outside of the ankle 
lateral view /,laet(3)r3l 'vju:/ noun same as 

lateral aspect 

lateroversion /JaetCsirau'vaiJfa)!!/ noun a 
condition in which an organ is turned to one 
side 

latissimus dorsi /ls.tisimss 'do:si/ noun a 
large flat triangular muscle covering the lum¬ 
bar region and the lower part of the chest 
laudanum /'l3:d(3)n3m/ noun a solution of 
opium in alcohol that was formerly in wide¬ 
spread use for pain relief 
laughing gas /'laifir] gtes/ noun same as ni¬ 
trous oxide ( informal) 

lavage /'laevid 3 , lae'va: 3 / noun the act of 
washing out or irrigating an organ such as the 
stomach 

laxative /'laeksstiv/ adjective causing a bow¬ 
el movement ■ noun a medicine which causes 
a bowel movement, e.g. bisacodyl, which 
stimulates intestinal motility, or lactulose 
which alters fluid retention in the bowel ► also 
called (all senses) purgative 
COMMENT: Laxatives are very commonly used 
without prescription to treat constipation, al¬ 
though they should only be used as a short 
term solution. Change of diet and regular ex¬ 
ercise are better ways of treating most types 
of constipation. 

lazy eye /,leizi 'ai/ noun an eye which does 
not focus properly without an obvious cause 
(informal) i> amblyopia 
LD abbr lethal dose 
LDL abbr low-density lipoprotein 
L-dopa /el 'dsupa/ noun same as levodopa 
LE abbr lupus erythematosus 
lead /led/ noun a very heavy soft metallic ele¬ 
ment, which is poisonous in compounds (note: 
The chemical symbol is Pb.) 
lead-free /.led 'fri:/ adjective with no lead in 
it O lead-free paint O lead-free petrol 
lead line /'led lain/ noun a blue line seen on 
the gums in cases of lead poisoning 
lead poisoning /led 'poiz(o)nig/ noun poi¬ 
soning caused by taking in lead salts. Also 
called plumbism, saturnism 
comment: Lead salts are used externally to 
treat bruises or eczema, but if taken internally 
produce lead poisoning. Lead poisoning can 
also be caused by paint (children’s toys must 
be painted in lead-free paint) or by lead fumes 
from car engines not using lead-free petrol, 
learning /T3inig/ noun the act of gaining 
knowledge of something or of how to do 
something 

learning disability /'bimg diso.biliti/, 
learning difficulty /'l3:mg ,difik(o)lti/ noun a 
condition that results in someone finding it dif¬ 
ficult to learn skills or information at the same 
rate as others of similar age O children with 
learning disabilities 


LE cells /.el 'i: selz/ plural noun white blood 
cells which show that someone has lupus ery¬ 
thematosus 

lecithin /'lesiGin/ noun a chemical which is a 
constituent of all animal and plant cells and is 
involved in the transport and absorption of fats 
leech /liitJV noun a blood-sucking parasitic 
worm which lives in water, occasionally used 
in specialist procedures 
comment: Leeches were formerly commonly 
used in medicine to remove blood from a pa¬ 
tient. Today they are used in special cases, 
where it is necessary to make sure that blood 
does not build up in part of the body, e.g. in a 
severed finger which has been sewn back on. 
left-handed /.left 'hcendid/ adjective using 
the left hand in preference to the right in most 
everyday tasks 

left-handedness /.left 'hasndidnos/ noun 
the fact of being left-handed 
leg /leg/ noun a part of the body with which a 
person or animal walks and stands 
comment: The leg is formed of the thigh, with 
the thighbone or femur, the knee with the 
kneecap or patella, and the lower leg, with two 
bones - the tibia and fibula, 
legal abortion /,li:g(o)l o'bo:J(3)n/ noun an 
abortion which is carried out legally 
Legg-Calve disease /.leg 'kaslvei di.ziiz/, 
Legg-Calve-Perthes disease /.leg .kselvei 
'p3itiz di.ziiz/ noun degeneration of the up¬ 
per end of the thighbone in young boys, which 
prevents the bone growing properly and can 
result in a permanent limp [Described 1910 
separately by all three workers. Arthur Thornton 
Legg (1874-1939), American orthopaedic sur¬ 
geon; Jacques Calve (1875-1954), French or¬ 
thopaedic surgeon; Georg Clemens Perthes 
(1869-1927), German surgeon.] 
Legionnaires’ disease /li:d39'neoz di 
,zi:z/ noun a bacterial disease similar to pneu¬ 
monia 

comment: The disease is thought to be trans¬ 
mitted in droplets of moisture in the air, and so 
the bacterium is found in central air-condition¬ 
ing systems. It can be fatal to elderly or sick 
people, and so is especially dangerous if 
present in a hospital. 

leio- /leiou/ prefix smooth or smoothness 
leiomyoma /.laioumai'oumo/ noun a tu¬ 
mour of smooth muscle, especially the smooth 
muscle coating the uterus (note: The plural is 
leiomyomas or leiomyomata.) 
leiomyosarcoma /.laiou.maiousai'koumo/ 
noun a sarcoma in which large bundles of 
smooth muscle are found (note: The plural is 
leiomyosarcomas or leiomyosarcomata.) 
Leishmania /liij'meinio/ noun a tropical 
parasite which is passed to humans by the bites 
of sandflies and causes the group of infections 
known as leishmaniasis 
leishmaniasis /.liijmo'naiosis/ noun a dis¬ 
ease caused by the parasite Leishmania, one 
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form of which causes disfiguring ulcers, while 
another attacks the liver and bone marrow 
Lembert’s suture /'laimbeoz ,su:tJo/ noun 
a suture used to close a wound in the intestine 
which includes all the coats of the intestine 
[Described 1826. After Antoine Lembert (1802- 
SI), French surgeon.] 

lens /lenz/ noun 1 . the part of the eye behind 
the iris and pupil, which focuses light coming 
from the cornea onto the retina. See illustra¬ 
tion at eye in Supplement 2. a piece of shaped 
glass or plastic which forms part of a pair of 
spectacles or microscope 3. same as contact 
lens 

comment: The lens in the eye is elastic, and 
can change its shape under the influence of 
the ciliary muscle, to allow the eye to focus on 
objects at different distances, 
lens implant /lenz 'implaint/ noun an artifi¬ 
cial lens implanted in the eye when the natural 
lens is removed, as in the case of cataract 
lenticular /len'tikjulo/ adjective referring to 
or like a lens 

lentigo /len'taigou/ noun a small brown spot 
on the skin often caused by exposure to sun¬ 
light. Also called freckle (note: The plural is 

lentigines.) 

leontiasis /.liiDn'taiosis/ noun a rare disor¬ 
der in which the skull bones become enlarged 
and may give the appearance of a lion’s head. 
It occurs if Paget’s disease is not treated, 
lepidosis /.lepi'dousis/ noun a skin eruption 
in which pieces of skin fall off in flakes 
leproma /le'proumo/ noun a lesion of the 
skin caused by leprosy (note: The plural is lep- 
romas or lepromata.) 

leprosy /'leprosi/ noun an infectious bacteri¬ 
al disease of skin and peripheral nerves caused 
by Mycobacterium leprae, which destroys the 
tissues and causes severe disfigurement if left 
untreated. Also called Hansen’s disease 
comment: Leprosy attacks the nerves in the 
skin, and finally the patient loses all feeling in 
a limb, and parts such as fingers or toes can 
drop off. 

leptin /'leptin/ noun a hormone produced by 
fat cells that signals the body’s level of hunger 
to the hypothalamus of the brain 
lepto- /leptou/ prefix thin 
leptocyte /'leptosait/ noun a thin red blood 
cell found in anaemia 

leptomeninges /.leptoume'nmdsiiz/ plural 
noun the two inner meninges, the pia mater 
and arachnoid 

leptomeningitis /.leptoumenin'dsaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the leptomeninges 
Leptospira /.leptou'spairo/ noun a genus of 
bacteria excreted continuously in the urine of 
rats and many domestic animals. It can infect 
humans, causing leptospirosis or Weil’s dis¬ 
ease. 


leptospirosis /.leptouspai'rousis/ noun an 
infectious disease caused by the spirochaete 
Leptospira, transmitted to humans from rat 
urine, causing jaundice and kidney damage. 
Also called Weil’s disease 
leresis /lo'riisis/ noun uncoordinated speech, 
a sign of dementia 

lesbian /'lezbion/ noun a woman who experi¬ 
ences sexual attraction towards other women 
■ adjective referring to a lesbian 
lesbianism /'lezbiomz^jm/ noun sexual at¬ 
traction in one woman for another. Compare 
homosexuality 

Lesch-Nyhan disease /,lej 'naihon di 
,zi:z/, Lesch-Nyhan syndrome /,lej 'naihon 
.sindroum/ noun a rare genetic disorder in 
boys caused by a lack of the enzyme HPRT. 
Symptoms include uncontrolled muscle move¬ 
ments and learning disabilities, and life ex¬ 
pectancy is 20 - 25. 

lesion /'li: 3 (o)n/ noun a wound, sore or dam¬ 
age to the body (note: Used to refer to any dam¬ 
age to the body, from the fracture of a bone to a 
cut on the skin.) 

lesser /'less/ adjective smaller 
lesser circulation /.less .ssikju'leiJXojn/ 
noun same as pulmonary circulation 
lesser trochanter /,leso tro'kasnto/ noun a 
projection on the femur which is the insertion 
of the psoas major muscle 
lesser vestibular gland /,leso ve'stibjulo 
glaend/ noun the more anterior of the vestibu¬ 
lar glands 

lethal /'li:0(9)l/ adjective killing or able to kill 
O These fumes are lethal if inhaled. 
lethal dose /'li:01 dous/ noun the amount of 
a drug or other substance which will kill the 
person who takes it O She took a lethal dose of 
aspirin. Abbr LD 

lethal gene /,li:0(o)l 'd 3 i:n/, lethal mutation 

/,li:0(9)l mju:'teiJ(o)n/ noun a gene, usually 
recessive, that results in the premature death of 
an individual who inherits it, e.g. the gene con¬ 
trolling sickle-cell anaemia 
lethargic /h' 0 a:d 3 ik/ adjective showing leth¬ 
argy 

lethargic encephalitis /b, 0 a:d 3 ik en 
jkefo'laitis/ noun a common type of virus en¬ 
cephalitis occurring in epidemics in the 1920s. 
Also called encephalitis lethargica, sleepy 
sickness 

lethargy /Te 0 od 3 i/ noun a state in which 
someone is not mentally alert, has slow move¬ 
ments and is almost inactive 
Letterer-Siwe disease /.letoro 'siiwei di 
,ziiz/ noun a usually fatal disease, most com¬ 
mon in infants, caused by the overproduction 
of a specialised type of immune cell 
leucine /Tuisiin/ noun an essential amino 
acid 

leuco- /'luikou/, leuko- /luikou/ prefix white 
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leucocyte /'luikosait/, leukocyte noun a 
white blood cell which contains a nucleus but 
has no haemoglobin 

comment: In average conditions the blood 
contains far fewer leucocytes than erythro¬ 
cytes (red blood cells), but their numbers in¬ 
crease rapidly when infection is present in the 
body. Leucocytes are either granular (with 
granules in the cytoplasm) or nongranular. 
The main types of leucocyte are: lymphocytes 
and monocytes which are nongranular, and 
neutrophils, eosinophils and basophils which 
are granular (granulocytes). Granular leuco¬ 
cytes are produced by the bone marrow, and 
their main function is to remove foreign parti¬ 
cles from the blood and fight infection by form¬ 
ing antibodies. 

leucocytolysis /.luikousai'tDlosis/, leuko- 
cytolysis /luikosai'tDlosis/ noun destruction 
of leucocytes 

leucocytosis /.luikousai'tousis/, leukocy¬ 
tosis /luikosai'tousis/ noun an increase in the 
numbers of leucocytes in the blood above the 
usual upper limit, in order to fight an infection 

leucodeplete /.luikoudi'pliit/, leukode- 
plete verb to remove white cells from the 
blood (note: leucodepleting - leucodepleted) 
leucoderma /.luikou'dsimo/, leukoderma 

noun same as vitiligo 

leucolysin /Juikou'laism/, leukolysin noun 
a protein which destroys white blood cells 
leucoma /lu'koumo/, leukoma noun a white 
scar of the cornea (note: The plural is leuco- 
mas or leucomata.) 

leuconychia /.luikou'nikio/, leukonychia 

noun a condition in which white marks appear 
on the fingernails 

leucopenia /.luiko'piinio/, leukopenia noun 
a reduction in the number of leucocytes in the 
blood, usually as the result of a disease 
leucoplakia /.luikou'plsekio/, leukoplakia 

noun a condition in which white patches form 
on mucous membranes, e.g. on the tongue or 
inside of the mouth 

leucopoiesis /.luikoupoi'iisis/, leukopoie- 

sis noun the production of leucocytes 
leucorrhoea /.luiko'riio/, leukorrhoea noun 
an excessive discharge of white mucus from 
the vagina. Also called whites (note: The US 
spelling is leukorrhea.) 

leukaemia /lui'kiimio/ noun any of several 
malignant diseases where an unusual number 
of leucocytes form in the blood (note: The US 
spelling is leukemia.) 

comment: Apart from the increase in the 
number of leucocytes, the symptoms include 
swelling of the spleen and the lymph glands. 
There are several forms of leukaemia: the 
commonest is acute lymphoblastic leukaemia 
which is the commonest cancer occurring in 
children and can be treated by radiotherapy. 

leuko- /luikou/ prefix same as leuco- 


levator /lo'veito/ noun 1 . a surgical instru¬ 
ment for lifting pieces of fractured bone 2. a 
muscle which lifts a limb or a part of the body 
level of care /,lev(o)l ov 'keo/ noun any of 
the planned divisions within the system of 
health care which is offered by a particular or¬ 
ganisation O Our care homes offer six different 
levels of care to allow the greatest independ¬ 
ence possible. 

levodopa /.liivo'doupo/ noun a natural 
chemical that stimulates the production of 
dopamine in the brain and is used to treat Par¬ 
kinson’s disease 

levonorgestrel /.liivounoi'dsestrol/ noun 
an artificially produced female sex hormone, 
used mostly in birth control pills or capsules 
Lewy body /'luiwi ,bodi/ noun an unusual 
deposit of protein in neurons in the brain 
Lewy body dementia /,lu:wi ,bodi di 
'menJo/ noun a disease characterised by the 
presence of Lewy bodies in the brain, which 
affects the mental processes. It is similar to 
Alzheimer’s disease, but people with it are 
more prone to hallucinations and delusions. 
Leydig cells /'laidig selz/ plural noun testo¬ 
sterone-producing cells between the tubules in 
the testes. Also called interstitial cells [De¬ 
scribed 1850. After Franz von Leydig (1821— 
1908), Professor of Histology at Wurzburg, Tu¬ 
bingen and then Bonn, Germany.] 

Leydig tumour /'laidig ,tjuimo/ noun a tu¬ 
mour of the Leydig cells of the testis. It often 
releases testosterone, which makes young 
boys show early signs of maturing. 

I.g.v. abbr lymphogranuloma venereum 
LH abbr luteinising hormone 
libido /li'biidou/ noun 1 . the sexual urge 2. (in 
psychology) a force which drives the uncon¬ 
scious mind 

Librium /Tibriom/ a trade name for chlo- 
rdiazepoxide 
lice /lais/ plural of louse 
licence /Tais(o)ns/ noun an official docu¬ 
ment which allows someone to do something, 
e.g. one allowing a doctor to practise, a phar¬ 
macist to make and sell drugs or, in the USA, 
a nurse to practise O He was practising as a 
doctor without a licence. O She is sitting her 
registered nurse licence examination. (NOTE: 
The US spelling is license.) 
licensure /Taisonjo/ noun US the act of li¬ 
censing a nurse to practise nursing 
licentiate /lai'senjiot/ noun a person who 
has been given a licence to practise as a doctor 
lichen /laiken/ noun a type of skin disease 
with thick skin and small lesions 
lichenification /lai.kenifi'keij^n/ noun a 
thickening of the skin at the site of a lesion 
lichenoid /Taikonoid/ adjective like lichen 
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lichen planus /,laiken 'pleinas/ noun a skin 
disease where itchy purple spots appear on the 
arms and thighs 

lid /lid/ noun the top which covers a container 
O a medicine bottle with a child-proof lid 
lidocaine /'laidokein/ noun US a drug used 
as a local anaesthetic. Also called lignocaine 
lie /lai/ noun same as lie of fetus ■ verb to be 
in a flat position O The accident victim was ly¬ 
ing on the pavement. O Make sure the patient 
lies still and does not move, (note: lying - lay 
- lain) 

Lieberkiihn’s glands /'liibokuinz glaendz/ 
plural noun same as crypts of Lieberkuhn 

lien- /laion/ prefix spleen 
lienal /Taion(o)l/ adjective relating to or af¬ 
fecting the spleen O the lienal artery 
lienculus /b'eqkjubs/ noun a small second¬ 
ary spleen sometimes found in the body (note: 
The plural is lienculi.) 

lienorenal /Jaionou'riinb)!/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to or affecting both the spleen and the kid¬ 
neys 

lientery /'laiontri/, lienteric diarrhoea / 

.laionterik .daio'riio/ noun a form of diar¬ 
rhoea where the food passes through the intes¬ 
tine rapidly without being digested 
lie of fetus /,lai ov 'fiitos/ noun the position 
of the fetus in the uterus O Cause of rupture: 
abnormal lie of fetus. 

life /laif/ noun the quality that makes a person 
or thing alive and not dead or inorganic O The 
surgeons saved the patient’s life. O Her life is 
in danger because the drugs are not available. 
O The victim showed no sign of life. 
life event /'laif i.vent/ noun a significant 
event which alters a person’s status as regards 
taxation, insurance or employment benefits, 
e.g. the birth of a child or the onset of a disa¬ 
bility 

life expectancy /laif ik'spektonsi/ noun the 
number of years a person of a particular age is 
likely to live 

life-saving equipment /,laif .seivirj i 
'kwipmont/ noun equipment kept ready in 
case of an emergency, e.g. boats, stretchers or 
first-aid kits 

life-support system /laif so'poit .sistom/ 
noun a machine that takes over one or more vi¬ 
tal functions such as breathing when someone 
is unable to survive unaided because of a dis¬ 
ease or injury 

life-threatening disease /laif ,0ret(o)nir) 
di'ziiz/ noun a disease which may kill 
lift /lift/ noun 1 . a particular way of carrying 
an injured or unconscious person O a four- 
handed lift O a shoulder lift 2. a cosmetic op¬ 
eration to remove signs of age or to change a 
body feature O a face lift 


ligament /'ligomont/ noun a thick band of fi¬ 
brous tissue which connects the bones at a 
joint and forms the joint capsule 
ligate /'laigeit/ verb to tie something with a 
ligature, e.g. to tie a blood vessel to stop bleed¬ 
ing or to tie the Fallopian tubes as a sterilisa¬ 
tion procedure (note: ligating - ligated) 
ligation /lai'geiJXojn/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to tie up a blood vessel 
ligature /Tigotjb/ noun a thread used to tie 
vessels or a lumen, e.g. to tie a blood vessel to 
stop bleeding ■ verb same as ligate (note: lig¬ 
aturing - ligatured) 

light /lait/ adjective 1 . bright so that a person 
can see O At six o ’clock in the morning it was 
just getting light. 2. referring to hair or skin 
which is very pale O She has a very light com¬ 
plexion. O He has light-coloured hair. 3. 
weighing a comparatively small amount ■ 
noun the energy that makes things bright and 
helps a person to see O There’s not enough 
light in here to take a photo. 
light adaptation /'lait 2 ed£ep,teiJ(o)n/ noun 
changes in the eye to adapt to an unusually 
bright or dim light or to adapt to light after be¬ 
ing in darkness 

lightening /'laitonig/ noun a late stage in 
pregnancy where the fetus goes down into the 
pelvic cavity 

lightning pains /'laitnig peinz I plural noun 
sharp pains in the legs in someone who has 
tabes dorsalis 

light reflex /'lait ,riifleks/ noun same as pu¬ 
pillary reaction 

light therapy /'lait ,0eropi/, light treatment 

/'lait .triitmont/ noun the treatment of a dis¬ 
order by exposing the person to light such as 
sunlight or infrared light 
light wave /'lait weiv/ noun a wave travel¬ 
ling in all directions from a source of light 
which stimulates the retina and is visible 
lignocaine /'lignokein/ noun same as lido¬ 
caine 

limb /lim/ noun one of the legs or arms 
limbi /'limbi/ plural of limbus 
limbic system /'limbik .sistom/ noun a sys¬ 
tem of nerves in the brain, including the hip¬ 
pocampus, the amygdala and the hypothala¬ 
mus, which are associated with emotions such 
as fear and anger 

limb lead /'lim li:d/ noun an electrode at¬ 
tached to an arm or leg when taking an electro¬ 
cardiogram 

limb lengthening /'lim ,leg09mr)/ noun a 
procedure in which an arm or a leg is made 
longer. Its bone is divided in two and new bone 
forms in the gap between the ends, 
limbless /'limbs/ adjective lacking one or 
more limbs 
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limbus /'limbos/ noun an edge, especially the 
edge of the cornea where it joins the sclera 
(note: The plural is limbi.) 
liminal /'limin(o)l/ adjective referring to a 
stimulus at the lowest level which can be 
sensed 

limp /limp/ noun a way of walking awkwardly 
because of pain, stiffness or malformation of a 
leg or foot O She walks with a limp. ■ verb to 
walk awkwardly because of pain, stiffness or 
malformation of a leg or foot O He was still 
limping three weeks after the accident. 

MnctUS /'ligktos/ noun a sweet cough medi¬ 
cine 

line /lain/ 1 catheter 

linea /'linio/ noun a thin line (note: The plural 

is lineae.) 

linea alba /.linio 'aelb0/ noun a tendon run¬ 
ning from the breastbone to the pubic area, to 
which abdominal muscles are attached (note: 
The plural is lineae albae.) 
linea nigra /.linio 'naigro/ noun a dark line 
on the skin from the navel to the pubis which 
appears during the later months of pregnancy 
(note: The plural is lineae nigrae.) 
linear /'linio/ adjective 1 . long and narrow in 
shape 2 . able to be represented by a straight 
line 

lingual /'liggwol/ adjective referring to the 
tongue 

lingual artery /.lingwol 'aitori/ noun an ar¬ 
tery which supplies blood to the tongue 
lingual tonsil /,lir)gwol 'tDns(o)l/ noun a 
mass of lymphoid tissue on the top surface of 
the back of the tongue 

lingual vein /.lingwol 'vein/ noun a vein 
which takes blood away from the tongue 
lingula /'liggjulo/ noun a long thin piece of 
bone or other tissue O the lingula of the left 
lung (note: The plural is lingulae.) 
lingular /'liggjulo/ adjective relating to a lin¬ 
gula 

liniment /'limmont/ noun an oily liquid 
rubbed on the skin to ease the pain or stiffness 
of a sprain or bruise by acting as a vasodilator 
or counterirritant. Also called embrocation 
lining /Tainig/ noun a substance or tissue on 
the inside of an organ O the thick lining of the 
aorta 

link /hr) k/ verb 1 . to join things together O The 
ankle bone links the bones of the lower leg to 
the calcaneus. 2. to be related to or associated 
with something O Health is linked to diet. 
linkage /'hr)kid3/ noun (of genes) the fact of 
being close together on a chromosome, and 
therefore likely to be inherited together 
linoleic acid /^inoulink 'cesid/ noun one of 
the essential fatty acids, found in grains and 
seeds 


linolenic acid /linou.lenik 'cesid/ noun one 
of the essential fatty acids, found in linseed 
and other natural oils 

lint /lint/ noun thick flat cotton wadding, used 
as part of a surgical dressing 
liothyronine /^aiou'Gairounim/ noun a hor¬ 
mone produced by the thyroid gland which can 
be artificially synthesised for use as a rapid¬ 
acting treatment for hypothyroidism 
lip /lip/ noun 1 . each of two fleshy muscular 
parts round the edge of the mouth O Her lips 
were dry and cracked. 2. an edge of flesh 
round an opening 3. same as labium 
lipaemia /li'piimio/ noun an excessive 
amount of fat in the blood (note: The US spell¬ 
ing is lipemia.) 

lipase /'lipeiz/ noun an enzyme which breaks 
down fats in the intestine. Also called lipolytic 
enzyme 

lipid /'lipid/ noun an organic compound 
which is insoluble in water, e.g. a fat, oil or 
wax 

comment: Lipids are not water soluble. They 
float in the blood and can attach themselves 
to the walls of arteries causing atherosclero¬ 
sis. 

lipid-lowering drug /'lipid .louorig ,drAg/ 
noun a drug which lowers serum triglycerides 
and low-density lipoprotein cholesterol and 
raises high-density lipoprotein cholesterol to 
reduce the progression of coronary athero¬ 
sclerosis. Lipid-lowering drugs are used in 
people with, or at high risk of developing cor¬ 
onary heart disease, (note: Lipid-lowering drugs 
have names ending in -fibrate: bezafibrate.) 
lipid metabolism /.lipid mo'taeboliz(o)m/ 
noun the series of chemical changes by which 
lipids are broken down into fatty acids 
lipidosis /.lipi'dousis/ noun a disorder of li¬ 
pid metabolism in which subcutaneous fat is 
not present in some parts of the body 
lipochondrodystrophy /.lipou.kDndrou 
'distrofi/ noun a congenital disorder affecting 
lipid metabolism, the bones and the main or¬ 
gans, causing learning difficulties and physical 
deformity 

lipodystrophy /,lipou'distrofi/ noun a dis¬ 
order of lipid metabolism 
lipogenesis /,lipou'd3enosis/ noun the pro¬ 
duction or making of deposits of fat 
lipoid /'lipoid/ noun a compound lipid, or a 
fatty substance such as cholesterol which is 
like a lipid ■ adjective like a lipid 
lipoidosis /.lipoi'dousis/ noun a group of 
diseases with reticuloendothelial hyperplasia 
and unusual deposits of lipoids in the cells 
lipolysis /li'pDlisis/ noun the process of 
breaking down fat by lipase 
lipolytic enzyme /.lipolitik 'enzaim/ noun 
same as lipase 
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lipoma /h'poumo/ noun a benign tumour 
formed of fatty tissue (note: The plural is lipo¬ 
mas or lipomata.) 

lipomatosis ^lipoumo'tousis/ noun an ex¬ 
cessive deposit of fat in the tissues in tumour¬ 
like masses 

lipoprotein /.lipou'proutiin/ noun a protein 
which combines with lipids and carries them 
in the bloodstream and lymph system (note: 
Lipoproteins are classified according to the per¬ 
centage of protein which they carry.) 
liposarcoma /Jipousai'koumo/ noun a rare 
malignant tumour found in fatty tissue (note: 
The plural is liposarcomas or liposarcomata.) 
liposuction /'lipou.SAkJ^n/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of fatty tissue for cosmetic rea¬ 
sons 

lipotrophic /.lipou'trDfik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a substance which increases the amount 
of fat present in the tissues 
Lippes loop /,lip 3 Z 'hup/ noun a type of in¬ 
trauterine device 

lipping /Tipir)/ noun a condition in which 
bone tissue grows over other bones 
lip salve /'lip saslv/ noun an ointment, usual¬ 
ly sold as a soft stick, used to rub on lips to pre¬ 
vent them cracking 

lipuria /li'pjuorio/ noun the presence of fat or 
oily emulsion in the urine 
liquid diet /.likwid 'daiot/ noun a diet con¬ 
sisting only of liquids O The clear liquid diet 
is a temporary diet used in preparation for sur- 
ger y 

liquid paraffin /.likwid 'pasrofin/ noun an 
oil used as a laxative 

liquor /'liko/ noun (in pharmacy) a solution, 
usually aqueous, of a pure substance 
lisp /lisp/ noun a speech condition in which 
someone replaces ‘s’ sounds with ‘th’ ■ verb 
to talk with a lisp 

Listeria /li'stiorio/ noun a genus of bacteria 
found in domestic animals and in unpasteur¬ 
ised milk products which can cause uterine in¬ 
fection or meningitis 

listeriosis /li.stiori'ousis/ noun an infec¬ 
tious disease transmitted from animals to hu¬ 
mans by the bacterium Listeria 
listless /'listlos/ adjective weak and tired 
listlessness /'listlosnos/ noun the fact of 
being generally weak and tired 
liter /'liito/ noun US spelling of litre 
Nth- / 1 i 0 / prefix same as litho- ( used before 
vowels) 

lithaemia /li'Giimio/ noun an unusual amount 
of uric acid in the blood. Also called uricaci- 
daemia (note: The US spelling is lithemia.) 
lithagogue /'liGogog/ noun a drug which 
helps to remove stones from the urine 
lithiasis /li'Gaiosis/ noun the formation of 
stones in an organ 


lithium /TiOiom/ noun a soft silver-white me¬ 
tallic element that forms compounds, used as a 
medical treatment for bipolar disorder 
litho- prefix referring to a calculus 
litholapaxy /li'Golopasksi/ noun the evacua¬ 
tion of pieces of a stone in the bladder after 
crushing it with a lithotrite. Also called lithot- 
rity 

lithonephrotomy /JiGouno'frDtomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a stone in the kid¬ 
ney (note: The plural is lithonephrotomies.) 
lithotomy /li'GDtomi/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to remove a stone from the bladder (note: 
The plural is lithotomies.) 
lithotomy position /li'GDtomi p3,ziJ(o)n/ 
noun a position for some medical examina¬ 
tions in which the person lies on his or her 
back with the legs flexed and the thighs against 
the abdomen 

lithotripsy /'liGotripsi/ noun the process of 
breaking up kidney or gall bladder stones into 
small fragments that the body can eliminate 
them unaided 

lithotrite /'liGotrait/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment which crushes a stone in the bladder 
lithotrity /li'Gotriti/ noun same as lithola¬ 
paxy 

lithuresis /.liGju'riisis/ noun the passage of 
small stones from the bladder during urination 
lithuria /li'Gjuorio/ noun the presence of ex¬ 
cessive amounts of uric acid or urates in the 
urine 

litmus /'litmos/ noun a substance which turns 
red in acid and blue in alkali 
litmus paper /'litmos ,peipo/ noun a small 
piece of paper impregnated with litmus, used 
to test for acidity or alkalinity 
litre /'li it 3/ noun a unit of measurement of liq¬ 
uids equal to 1.76 pints. Abbr I, L (NOTE: With 
figures, usually written I or L: 2.51, but it can be 
written in full to avoid confusion with the numeral 
1 . The US spelling is liter.) 
little finger /,lit(a)l 'figgo/ noun the smallest 
finger on the hand 

Little’s area /'lit(a)lz ^orio/ noun an area of 
blood vessels in the nasal septum 
Little’s disease /'lit(o)lz di,zitz/ noun same 
as spastic diplegia [Described 1843. After Wil¬ 
liam John Little (1810-94), physician at the Lon¬ 
don Hospital, UK.] 

little toe /,lit(o)l 1 tou/ noun the smallest toe 
on the foot O Her little toe was crushed by the 
door. 

live adjective/ laiv/ 1. living, not dead O graft 
using live tissue i> birth 2. carrying electricity 
O He was killed when he touched a live wire. 
■ verb/ liv/ to be alive O She is very ill, and the 
doctor doesn ’t think she will live much longer. 
(note: living - lived) 
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live birth /,laiv 'b3:0/ noun the birth of a 
baby which is alive O The number of live 
births has remained steady. 
livedo /li'viidou/ noun discoloured spots on 
the skin 

liver /'livo/ noun a large gland in the upper 
part of the abdomen. See illustration at diges¬ 
tive system in Supplement (note: For other 
terms referring to the liver, see words beginning 
with hepat-, hepato-.) 
comment: The liver is situated in the top part 
of the abdomen on the right side of the body 
next to the stomach. It is the largest gland in 
the body, weighing almost 2 kg. Blood carry¬ 
ing nutrients from the intestines enters the liv¬ 
er by the hepatic portal vein; the nutrients are 
removed and the blood returned to the heart 
through the hepatic vein. The liver is the major 
detoxicating organ in the body; it destroys 
harmful organisms in the blood, produces 
clotting agents, secretes bile, stores glycogen 
and metabolises proteins, carbohydrates and 
fats. Diseases affecting the liver include hep¬ 
atitis and cirrhosis; the symptom of liver dis¬ 
ease is often jaundice. 

liver fluke /'livo fluik/ noun a parasitic flat- 
worm which can infest the liver 
liver spot /'livo spDt/ noun a little brown 
patch on the skin of the backs of the hands, at¬ 
tributed to sun damage (note: Liver spots are 
unconnected with any liver disorder.) 
liver transplant /'livo .trsensplaint/ noun a 
surgical operation to give a person the liver of 
another person who has died 
livid /'livid/ adjective referring to skin with a 
blue colour because of being bruised or be¬ 
cause of asphyxiation 

living will /.livig 'wil/ noun a document 
signed by a person while in good health to 
specify the decisions he or she wishes to be 
taken about medical treatment if he or she be¬ 
comes incapable of making or communicating 
them 

LMC abbr local medical committee 
loa loa /,l9U9 Touo/ noun a tropical disease of 
the eye caused when the threadworm Loa loa 
enters the eye or the skin around the eye 
Loa loa /.louo Touo/ noun a tropical thread¬ 
worm which digs under the skin, especially 
around and into the eye, causing loa loa and 
loiasis 

lobar /'loubo/ adjective referring to a lobe 
lobar bronchi /,loubo 'bropki:/ plural noun 
air passages supplying a lobe of a lung. Also 
called secondary bronchi 
lobar pneumonia /.loubo njui'mounio/ 
noun pneumonia which affects one or more 
lobes of the lung 

lobe /loub/ noun 1 . a rounded section of an or¬ 
gan such as the brain, lung or liver. See illus¬ 
tration at lungs in Supplement 2. the soft 
fleshy part at the bottom of the ear 3. a cusp on 
the crown of a tooth 


lobectomy /lou'bektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove one of the lobes of an or¬ 
gan such as the lung O The plural is lobecto¬ 
mies. 

lobotomy /lou'bDtomi/ noun a surgical oper¬ 
ation formerly used to treat mental illness by 
cutting into a lobe of the brain to cut the nerve 
fibres (note: The plural is lobotomies.) 
lobular /Tobjulo/ adjective relating to a lob¬ 
ule O lobular carcinoma 
lobule /'k>bju:l/ noun a small section of a 
lobe in the lung, formed of acini 
local /Touk(9)l/ adjective 1 . referring to a sep¬ 
arate place 2. confined to one part ■ noun same 
as local anaesthetic 

local anaesthesia /,l9uk(»l asnos'Giizio/ 
noun loss of feeling in a single part of the body 
local anaesthetic /,l3uk(»l aenos'Getik/ 
noun an anaesthetic such as lignocaine which 
removes the feeling in a single part of the body 
only O The surgeon removed the growth under 
local anaesthetic. 

localise /'loukolaiz/, localize verb 1 . to re¬ 
strict the spread of something to a specific area 
2. to find where something is 3. to transfer 
power from a central authority to local organi¬ 
sations (note: localising - localised) 
localised /'loukolaizd/, localized adjective 
referring to an infection which occurs in one 
part of the body only. Opposite generalised 
Local Medical Committee /,louk(»l 
'medik(o)l k9,miti/ noun a committee re¬ 
sponsible for monitoring the interests of pro¬ 
viders of primary care such as GPs, dentists 
and pharmacists in a district. Abbr LMC 
local supervising authority /,louk(>)l 
'suipovaizig oi.Goriti/ noun an organisation 
which controls midwife services within its 
area 

lochia /'lDkio/ noun a discharge from the va¬ 
gina after childbirth or abortion 
lochial /'taukiol/ adjective referring to lochia 
lochiometra /Tokiomiitro/ noun a condition 
in which lochia remains in the uterus after a 
baby is born, making it swollen 
lock /lDk/ verb to fix something in a position 
locked-in syndrome /,lDkt 'in .sindroum/ 
noun a condition in which only the eyes and 
eyelids can move although the person is fully 
alert and conscious. It results from severe 
damage to the brain stem, 
locked knee /lnkt 'ni:/ noun a condition in 
which a piece of the cartilage in the knee slips 
out of position. The symptom is a sharp pain, 
and the knee remains permanently bent, 
locking joint /.lDkig 'd 30 int/ noun a joint 
which can be locked in an extended position, 
e.g. the knee or elbow 

lockjaw /'lDkjo:/ noun same as tetanus ( dat¬ 
ed informal) 
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locomotion /.buko'mouJXojn/ noun the fact 
of being able to move 

locomotor /.buko'mouto/ adjective relating 
to locomotion 

locomotor ataxia /.buko.moutor o'tseksb/ 
noun same as tabes dorsalis 

loculated /'lDkjuleitid/ adjective referring to 
an organ or a growth which is divided into 
many compartments O a loculated renal ab¬ 
scess 

locule /'lDkjuil/ noun same as loculus 
loculus /'lDkjubs/ noun a small space in an 
organ (note: The plural is loculi.) 
locum /'bukom/ noun a healthcare profes¬ 
sional such as a doctor or pharmacist who 
takes the place of another for a time. Also 
called locum tenens 

locum tenens noun same as locum (note: 
The plural is locum tenentes.) 

locus /'bukos/ noun 1 . an area or point where 
an infection or disease is to be found 2. a posi¬ 
tion on a chromosome occupied by a gene 
(note: The plural is loci.) 
lodge /h)d 3 / verb to stay or stick somewhere, 
or to stick something somewhere O The piece 
of bone lodged in her throat. O The larvae of 
the tapeworm lodge in the walls of the intes¬ 
tine. 

lofepramine /lo'fepromiin/ noun an antide¬ 
pressant drug 

log roll /'log roul/ noun a method of turning 
people in bed onto their side by putting them 
into a straight position and pulling on the sheet 
under them 

logrolling /'logroulig/ noun the process of 
moving a person who is lying down into anoth¬ 
er position using the log roll method 
-logy suffix 1. science or study O psy¬ 

chology O embryology 2. speech or expression 
loiasis /bu'aiosis/ noun a tropical disease of 
the eye caused when the threadworm Loa loa 
enters the eye or the skin around the eye 
loin /loin/ noun the lower back part of the 
body above the buttocks 
Lomotil /lou'moutil/ a trade name for a prep¬ 
aration containing diphenoxalate 
long-acting /,lDg 'asktig/ adjective referring 
to a drug or treatment which has an effect that 
lasts a long time 

long bone /Tog boun/ noun any long limb 
bone that contains marrow and ends in a part 
that forms a joint with another bone 
longitudinal /.loggi'tjuidinb)!/ adjective 1. 
positioned lengthwise 2. in the direction of the 
long axis of the body 

longitudinal arch /,lDggitjuidin(9)l 'cut// 
noun same as plantar arch 
longitudinal fissure /,lDggitju:din(3)l 
'fijb/ noun a groove separating the two cere¬ 
bral hemispheres 


longitudinal lie /,lDggitju:din(9)l 'lai/ 
noun the usual position of a fetus, lying along 
the axis of the mother’s body 
longitudinal study /,lDggitju:din(o)l 'stAl 
di/ noun a study of individuals or groups of 
people and of how some aspect such as their 
health or education changes over a long time 
longsighted /.log'saitid/ adjective able to 
see clearly things which are far away but not 
things which are close 

longsightedness /.tog'saitidnos/ noun the 
condition of being longsighted. Also called 

hypermetropia 

long-stay /'log stei/ adjective referring to 
staying a long time in hospital O patients in 
long-stay units 

long stay patient /.log stei 'peiJXojnt/ 
noun a patient who will stay in hospital for a 
long time 

long stay ward /,lr>g 'stei ,wo:d/ noun a 
ward for patients who will stay in hospital for 
a long time 

loo /lu:/ noun a toilet, or a room containing a 
toilet ( informal) □ to go to the loo to urinate or 
defecate 

look after /,luk 'aifto/ verb to take care of a 
person and attend to his or her needs O The 
nurses looked after him very well or He was 
very well looked after in hospital. O She is off 
work looking after her children who have 
mumps. 

loop /luip/ noun 1 . a curve or bend in a line, 
especially one of the particular curves in a fin¬ 
gerprint 2. a curved piece of wire placed in the 
uterus to prevent contraception 
loop of Henle /,lu:p ov 'henli/ noun a curved 
tube which forms the main part of a nephron in 
the kidney 

loperamide /bu'peromaid/, loperamide hy¬ 
drochloride /bu.peromaid .haidrou'kbiraid/ 
noun a drug that relieves severe diarrhoea by 
slowing down the movements of the intestine 
loratidine /lDr'aetidiin/ noun an antihista¬ 
mine drug 

lorazepam /bi'raszipsem/ noun a mild tran¬ 
quilliser that people often receive before sur¬ 
gery to lessen anxiety 

lordosis /bi'dousis/ noun excessive forward 
curvature of the lower part of the spine. i> ky¬ 
phosis 

lordotic /loi'dDtik/ adjective referring to lor¬ 
dosis 

lotion /'buJ(o)n/ noun a medicinal liquid 
used to rub on the skin O a mild antiseptic lo¬ 
tion 

louse /laus/ noun a small insect of the Pedic- 
ulus genus, which sucks blood and lives on the 
skin as a parasite on animals and humans 
(note: The plural is lice.) 
comment: There are several forms of louse: 
the commonest are the body louse, the crab 
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louse and the head louse. Some diseases can 
be transmitted by lice. 

low /lou/ adjective 1 . relatively little in height 
2. close to the bottom or base of something 
low blood pressure /,lou 'bLvd .prejo/ 
noun same as hypotension 
low-calorie diet /,lou .kaelori 'daiot/ noun a 
diet with few calories, to help a person to lose 
weight 

low-density lipoprotein /lou .densiti 
'lipouproutiin/ noun a lipoprotein with a large 
percentage of cholesterol which deposits fats 
in muscles and arteries. Abbr LDL 
lower /'lauo/ adjective in a position below an¬ 
other thing 

lower jaw /.louo 'd 30 i/ noun same as mandi¬ 
ble 

lower limb /,louo 'lim/ noun a leg 
lower motor neurones /.louo 'mouto 
,njuor9unz/ plural noun linked neurones 
which carry motor impulses from the spinal 
cord to the muscles 

low-fat diet /,lou ,faet 'daiot/ noun a diet 
with little animal fat, which can help reduce 
the risk of heart disease and alleviate some 
skin conditions 

low-risk patient /.lou risk 'peiJ(o)nt/ noun 
a person not likely to catch or develop a partic¬ 
ular disease 

low-salt diet /,lou ,so:lt 'daiot/ noun a diet 
with little salt, which has been shown to help 
reduce high blood pressure 
lozenge /'lDZind 3 / noun a sweet medicinal 
tablet O She was sucking a cough lozenge. 
LPN abbr US licensed practical nurse 
LRCP abbr licentiate of the Royal College of 
Physicians 

LS A abbr local supervising authority 
LSD abbr lysergic acid diethylamide 
lubb-dupp /Lvb'dAb/ noun two sounds made 
by the heart, which represent each cardiac cy¬ 
cle when heard through a stethoscope 
lubricant /Tuibrikont/ noun a fluid which lu¬ 
bricates 

lubricate /'luibrikeit/ verb to cover some¬ 
thing with a fluid to reduce friction (note: lu¬ 
bricating - lubricated) 

lubricating jelly /'luibrikeit ,d 3 eli/ noun a 
jelly used to make a surface slippery 
lucid /'luisid/ adjective with a clearly working 
mind O In spite of the pain, he was still lucid. 
lucid interval /.luisid 'int9v(o)l/ noun a pe¬ 
riod of clear thinking which occurs between 
two periods of unconsciousness or of mental 
illness 

Ludwig’s angina /.luidvigz £en'd 3 aino/ 
noun cellulitis of the mouth and some parts of 
the neck which causes the neck to swell and 
may obstruct the airway [Described 1836. After 
Wilhelm Friedrich von Ludwig (1790-1865), Pro¬ 
fessor of Surgery and Midwifery at Tubingen, 


Germany, and Court Physician to King Frederick 
II.] 

lues /'luiiiz/ noun a former name for syphilis 
or the plague 

lumbago /lAm'beigou/ noun pain in the low¬ 
er back ( informal) O She has been suffering 
from lumbago for years. O He has had an at¬ 
tack of lumbago. 

lumbar /'Umbo/ adjective referring to the 
lower part of the back 

lumbar artery /'lAmbo .aitori/ noun one of 
four arteries which supply blood to the back 
muscles and skin 

lumbar cistern /,lAmb9 'siston/ noun a sub¬ 
arachnoid space in the spinal cord, where the 
dura mater ends, filled with cerebrospinal fluid 
lumbar enlargement /.Umbo in 
Ta:d 3 mont/ noun the wider part of the spinal 
cord in the lower spine, where the nerves of the 
lower limbs are attached 
lumbar plexus /.Lvmbo 'pleksos/ noun the 
point where several nerves which supply the 
thighs and abdomen join together, lying in the 
upper psoas muscle 

lumbar puncture /.Umbo 'pArjktJo/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a sample of cere¬ 
brospinal fluid by inserting a hollow needle 
into the lower part of the spinal canal. Also 
called spinal puncture (note: The US term is 
usually spinal tap.) 

lumbar region /'Umbo ,riid 3 on/ noun the 
two parts of the abdomen on each side of the 
umbilical region 

lumbar vertebra /.Lvmbo 'v3itibro/ plural 
noun each of the five vertebrae between the 
thoracic vertebrae and the sacrum 
lumbo- /lAmbou/ prefix the lumbar region 
lumbosacral /.lAmbou'seikrol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to both the lumbar vertebrae and the 
sacrum 

lumbosacral joint /.lAmbou'seikrol 
d 30 int/ noun a joint at the bottom of the back 
between the lumbar vertebrae and the sacrum 
lumen /Tuimin/ noun 1 . an SI unit of light 
emitted per second 2. the inside width of a pas¬ 
sage in the body or of an instrument such as an 
endoscope 3. a hole at the end of an instrument 
such as an endoscope 

lump /lAmp/ noun a mass of hard tissue which 
rises on the surface or under the surface of the 
skin O He has a lump where he hit his head on 
the low door. O She noticed a lump in her right 
breast and went to see the doctor. 
lumpectomy /lAm'pektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove a hard mass of tissue such 
as a breast tumour, leaving the surrounding tis¬ 
sue intact (note: The plural is lumpectomies.) 
lunate /Tuineit/, lunate bone/'luineit boun/ 
noun one of the eight small carpal bones in the 
wrist. See illustration at hand in Supplement 
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Lund and Browder chart /,Und an 
'brands t Ja:t/ noun a chart for calculating the 
surface area of a burn 

lung /Iat)/ noun one of two organs of respira¬ 
tion in the body into which air is sucked when 
a person breathes (note: For other terms refer¬ 
ring to the lungs, see words beginning with 
branch-, broncho-, pneum-, pneumo-, pneu- 
mon-, pneumono-, pulmo-.) 
comment: The two lungs are situated in the 
chest cavity, protected by the ribcage. The 
heart lies between the lungs. The right lung 
has three lobes, the left lung only two. Air 
goes down into the lungs through the trachea 
and bronchi. It passes to the alveoli where its 
oxygen is deposited in the blood in exchange 
for waste carbon dioxide which is exhaled 
(gas exchange). Lung cancer can be caused 
by smoking tobacco, and is commonest in 
people who are heavy smokers, 
lung cancer /'Iaij .kaenss/ noun cancer in the 
lung 

lunula /'lutnjulo/ noun a curved white mark 
at the base of a fingernail (NOTE: The plural is 

lunulae.) 

lupus /'luipos/ noun a persistent skin disease, 
of which there are several unrelated types 
lupus erythematosus /.luipss ,eri0i:m3 
'tousos/ noun an inflammatory disease of con¬ 
nective tissue of which the more serious, sys¬ 
temic, form affects the heart, joints and blood 
vessels. Abbr LE 

lupus vulgaris /,lu:pas vAl'georis/ noun a 
form of tuberculosis of the skin in which red 
spots appear on the face and become infected 
lutein /'luitiin/ noun a yellow pigment in the 
corpus luteum 

luteinising hormone /'luitiinaizir) 
.hoimoun/, luteinizing hormone noun a hor¬ 
mone produced by the pituitary gland, which 
stimulates the formation of the corpus luteum 
in females and of testosterone in males. Abbr 
LH. Also called interstitial cell stimulating 
hormone 

luteo- /luitisu/ prefix 1 . yellow 2. corpus lu¬ 
teum 

luxation /lAk'seiJ(3)n/ noun same as dislo¬ 
cation 

Lyme disease /'laim di,ziiz/ noun a viral 
disease caused by Borrefia burgdorferi trans¬ 
mitted by bites from deer ticks. It causes rash¬ 
es, nervous pains, paralysis and, in extreme 
cases, death. 

lymph /limf/ noun a colourless liquid contain¬ 
ing white blood cells which circulates in the 
lymph system from all body tissues, carrying 
waste matter away from tissues to the veins. 
Also called lymph fluid 
COMMENT: Lymph drains from the tissues 
through capillaries into lymph vessels. It is 
formed of water, protein and white blood cells 
(lymphocytes). Waste matter such as infec¬ 
tion in the lymph is filtered out and destroyed 
as it passes through the lymph nodes, which 


then add further lymphocytes to the lymph be¬ 
fore it continues in the system. It eventually 
drains into the brachiocephalic (innominate) 
veins, and joins the venous bloodstream. 
Lymph is not pumped round the body like 
blood but moves by muscle pressure on the 
lymph vessels and by the negative pressure 
of the large veins into which the vessels emp¬ 
ty. Lymph is an essential part of the body's de¬ 
fence against infection. 

lymph- /limf/ prefix meaning same as lym- 
pho- (used before vowels) 
lymphaden- /limfaedan/ prefix relating to the 
lymph nodes 

lymphadenectomy /Jimfaeda'nektami/ 
noun the surgical removal of a lymph node 
(note: The plural is lymphadenectomies.) 
lymphadenitis /.limfaeda'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the lymph nodes 
lymphadenoma /Jimfaeds'nsums/ noun 
same as lymphoma 

lymphadenopathy /.limfaeds'nDpaOi/ noun 
any unusual condition of the lymph nodes 
(note: The plural is lymphadenopathies.) 
lymphangi- /limfaendji/ prefix lymphatic 
vessel 

lymphangiectasis /,limfaend3i'ekt3sis/ 
noun swelling of the smaller lymph vessels as 
a result of obstructions in larger vessels 
lymphangiography /.limfaendsi'Dgrsfi/ 
noun an X-ray examination of the lymph ves¬ 
sels following introduction of radio-opaque 
material (note: The plural is lymphangiogra¬ 
phies.) 

lymphangioma /,limfaend3i'3um3/ noun a 
benign tumour formed of lymph tissues (NOTE: 

The plural is lymphangiomas or lymphangi¬ 
omata.) 

lymphangioplasty /limf'aendsisplaesti/ 
noun a surgical operation to make artificial 
lymph channels (note: The plural is lym- 
phangioplasties.) 

lymphangiosarcoma /Iimf,aend3i3usa: 
Loomo/ noun a malignant tumour of the en¬ 
dothelial cells lining the lymph vessels (NOTE: 

The plural is lymphangiosarcomas or lym- 
phangiosarcomata.) 

lymphangitis /,limfaen'd 3 aitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the lymph vessels 
lymphatic /lim'faetik/ adjective referring to 
lymph 

lymphatic capillary /lim,faetik ks'pitari/ 
plural noun any of the capillaries which lead 
from tissue and join lymphatic vessels 
lymphatic duct /lim'faetik dAkt/ noun the 
main channel for carrying lymph 
lymphatic node /lim'faetik nsud/ noun 
same as lymph gland 

lymphatic nodule /lim.faetik 'rradjuil/ 
noun a small lymph node found in clusters in 
tissues 

lymphatic system /lim'faetik .sistsm/ 
noun a series of vessels which transport lymph 
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from the tissues through the lymph nodes and 
into the bloodstream 

lymphatic vessel /lim'faetik ,ves(3)l/ noun 
a tube which carries lymph round the body 
from the tissues to the veins 
lymph duct /'limf dAkt/ noun any channel 
carrying lymph 

lymph fluid /'limf ,flu:id/ noun same as 

lymph 

lymph gland /'limf glaend/, lymph node / 

'limf noud/ noun a mass of lymphoid tissue 
situated in various points of the lymphatic sys¬ 
tem, especially under the armpits and in the 
groin, through which lymph passes and in 
which lymphocytes are produced. Also called 
lymphatic node 

lympho- /limfou/ prefix meaning lymph 
lymphoblast /'limfoublsest/ noun an unusu¬ 
al cell which forms in acute lymphoblastic leu¬ 
kaemia as a result of the change which takes 
place in a lymphocyte on contact with an anti¬ 
gen 

lymphoblastic /.limfou'blasstik/ adjective 
referring to lymphoblasts, or forming lym¬ 
phocytes 

lymphocele /'limfosiil/ noun a cyst contain¬ 
ing lymph from injured or diseased lymph 
nodes or ducts 

lymphocyte /'limfosait/ noun a type of ma¬ 
ture leucocyte or white blood cell formed by 
the lymph nodes and concerned with the pro¬ 
duction of antibodies 

lymphocytopenia /.limfou.saitou'piinio/ 
noun same as lymphopenia 
lymphocytosis /.limfousai'tousis/ noun an 
increased number of lymphocytes in the blood 
lymphoedema /.limfoui'diimo/ noun a 
swelling caused by obstruction of the lymph 
vessels or unusual development of lymph ves¬ 
sels (note: The US spelling is lymphedema.) 
lymphogranuloma inguinale /.limfou 
grasnju Journo .ingwi'neili/ noun same as 
lymphogranuloma venereum 
lymphogranuloma venereum /.limfou 
, greenju Journo vo'morom/ noun a sexually 
transmitted bacterial infection that causes 
swelling of the genital lymph nodes and, espe¬ 
cially in men, a genital ulcer. Abbr l.g.v. 
lymphography /lim'fDgrofi/ noun the mak¬ 
ing of images of the lymphatic system after 
having introduced a radio-opaque substance 
lymphoid /'limfoid/ adjective referring to 
lymph, lymphatic tissue, or the lymphatic sys¬ 
tem 

lymphoid tissue /'limfoid ,tiju:/ noun tis¬ 
sue in the lymph nodes, the tonsils and the 
spleen where masses of lymphocytes are sup¬ 
ported by a network of reticular fibres and 
cells 


lymphokine /'limfoukain/ noun a protein 
produced by lymphocytes that has an effect on 
other cells in the immune system. [) cytokine 
lymphoma /lim'foumo/ noun a malignant tu¬ 
mour arising from lymphoid tissue. Also 
called lymphadenoma (note: The plural is lym¬ 
phomas or lymphomata.) 
lymphopenia /.limfou'piinio/ noun a reduc¬ 
tion in the number of lymphocytes in the 
blood. Also called lymphocytopenia 
lymphopoiesis /.limfoupoi'iisis/ noun the 
production of lymphocytes or lymphoid tissue 
lymphorrhagia /.limfo'reidso/, lymphor- 
rhoea /.limfo'rio/ noun escape of lymph from 
ruptured or severed lymphatic vessels 
lymphosarcoma /Jimfousai'koumo/ noun 
a malignant growth arising from lymphocytes 
and their cells of origin in the lymph nodes 
(note: The plural is lymphosarcomas or lym¬ 
phosarcomata.) 

lymphotropic /Jimfo'trDpik/ adjective af¬ 
fecting the lymphatic system 
lymphuria /lim'f juorio/ noun the presence of 
lymph in the urine 

lymph vessel /'limf ,ves(o)l/ noun one of 
the tubes which carry lymph round the body 
from the tissues to the veins 
lyophilisation /lai.Dfilai'zeiJJojn/, lyophili- 
zation noun the act of preserving tissue, plas¬ 
ma or serum by freeze-drying it in a vacuum 
lyophilise /lai'Dfilaiz/, lyophilize verb to 
preserve tissue, plasma or serum by freeze¬ 
drying in a vacuum (note: lyophilising - 
lyophilised) 

lysergic acid diethylamide /Iai's3id3ik 
'sesid dai'eBilomaid/ noun a powerful hallu¬ 
cinogenic drug which can cause psychosis. 
Abbr LSD 

lysin /'laisin/ noun 1. a protein in the blood 
which destroys the cell against which it is di¬ 
rected 2. a toxin which causes the lysis of cells 
lysine /'laisiin/ noun an essential amino acid 
lysis /'laisis/ noun 1. the destruction of a cell 
by a lysin, in which the membrane of the cell 
is destroyed 2. a reduction in a fever or disease 
slowly over a period of time. Opposite crisis 
-lysis /lisis/ suffix referring to processes 
which involve breaking up or decaying, or to 
objects which are doing this O haemolysis 
lysol /'laisol/ noun a strong disinfectant, 
made of cresol and soap 
lysosome /'laisosoum/ noun a particle in a 
cell which contains enzymes which break 
down substances such as bacteria which enter 
the cell 

lysozyme /Taisozaim/ noun an enzyme 
found in the whites of eggs and in tears, which 
destroys specific bacteria 





m symbol 1 . metre 2. milli- 
M symbol mega- 

MAAG abbr medical audit advisory group 
macerate /'msesoreit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing soft by letting it lie in a liquid for a time 
(note: macerating - macerated) 
maceration /.mseso'reiJXojn/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of softening a solid by letting it lie in a liq¬ 
uid so that the soluble matter dissolves 
Mackenrodt’s ligaments /'maekonroudz 
.ligomonts/ plural noun same as cardinal liga¬ 
ments 

Macmillan nurse /mok'milon n3:s/ noun a 
nurse who specialises in cancer care and is em¬ 
ployed by the organisation Macmillan Cancer 
Relief 

macro- /maekrou/ prefix large. Opposite mi- 

cro- 

macrobiotic /.maekroubai'Dtik/ adjective 
referring to food which has been produced nat¬ 
urally without artificial additives or preserva¬ 
tives 

comment: Macrobiotic diets are usually vege¬ 
tarian and are prepared in a special way. They 
consist of beans, coarse flour, fruit and vege¬ 
tables. They may not contain enough protein 
or trace elements, especially to satisfy the 
needs of children. 

macrocephaly /.maskrou'kefli/ noun the 
condition of having an unusually large head 
macrocheilia /.maskrou'kailio/ noun the 
condition of having large lips 
macrocyte /'maekrousait/ noun an unusual¬ 
ly large red blood cell found in people who 
have pernicious anaemia 
macrocythaemia /.maekrousai'Biimio/ 
noun same as macrocytosis 
macrocytic /.maskrou'sitik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to macrocytes 

macrocytic anaemia /.msekrousitik o 
'niimio/ noun anaemia in which someone has 
unusually large red blood cells 
macrocytosis /.maskrousai'tousis/ noun 
the condition of having macrocytes in the 
blood. Also called macrocythaemia 


macrodactyly /.maskrou'dsektili/ noun a 
condition in which a person has unusually 
large or long fingers or toes 
macrogenitosoma /.maskrou.dsenito 
'soumo/ noun premature development of the 
body with the genitals being of an unusually 
large size 

macroglobulin /.maekrou'globjulin/ noun 
a class of immunoglobulin, a globulin protein 
of high molecular weight, which serves as an 
antibody 

macroglossia /.msekrou'glDsio/ noun the 
condition of having an unusually large tongue 
macrognathia /.maskrou'neiOio/ noun a 
condition in which the jaw is larger than usual 
macrolide drug /'maskrolaid drAg/ noun a 
drug used in the treatment of bacterial infec¬ 
tion, often in place of penicillin in people sen¬ 
sitive to penicillin (note: Macrolide drugs have 
names ending in -omycin: erythromycin.) 
macromastia /.maekrou'maestio/ noun 
overdevelopment of the breasts 
macromelia /.mgekrou'miilio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person has unusually large 
limbs 

macronutrient /'maskroi^njuitriont/ noun 
a substance which an organism needs in large 
amounts for normal growth and development, 
e.g. nitrogen, carbon or potassium. Compare 

micronutrient 

macrophage /'m£ekroufeid3/ noun any of 
several large cells which destroy inflammatory 
tissue, found in connective tissue, wounds, 
lymph nodes and other parts 
macropsia /mse'krDpsio/ noun a condition 
in which a person sees objects larger than they 
really are, caused by an unusual development 
in the retina 

macroscopic /.maekrou'skopik/ adjective 
able to be seen with the naked eye 
macrosomia /.maekrou'soumio/ noun a 
condition in which the body grows too much 
macrostomia /.imekrou'stoumio/ noun a 
condition in which the mouth is too wide be¬ 
cause the bones of the upper and lower jaw 
have not fused, either on one or on both sides 
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macula /'maekjuls/ noun 1 . same as macule 
2. a small coloured area, e.g. a macula lutea 3. 
an area of hair cells inside the utricle and sac¬ 
cule of the ear (note: The plural is maculae.) 
macula lutea /,m£ekjul3 luitio/ noun a yel¬ 
low spot on the retina, surrounding the fovea, 
the part of the eye which sees most clearly. 
Also called yellow spot 
macular /'maekjuls/ adjective referring to a 
macula 

macular degeneration /,maekjulo di 
^jeno'reiJXaJn/ noun an eye disorder in eld¬ 
erly people in which fluid leaks into the retina 
and destroys cones and rods, reducing central 
vision 

macular oedema /,m£ekjul3 I'diimo/ noun 
a disorder of the eye in which fluid gathers in 
the fovea 

macule /'maekjuil/ noun a small flat coloured 
spot on the skin. Compare papule 
maculopapular ^maskjulau'paspjula/ ad¬ 
jective made up of both macules and papules O 
maculopapular rash 

mad cow disease noun same as bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (informal) 
maduromycosis /mo^juoroumai'ksosis/, 
maduromycetoma /ir^djirarot^maiso 
'toumo/, Madura foot /m3,djuor3 'fut/ noun a 
tropical fungus infection in the feet which can 
destroy tissue and infect bones 
Magendie’s foramen /mo.dsendiz fo 
'reimen/ noun an opening in the fourth ventri¬ 
cle of the brain which allows cerebrospinal 
fluid to flow [Described 1828. After Frangois 
Magendie (1783-1855), French physician and 
physiologist.] 

magna /'maegno/ > cisterna magna 

magnesium /mEeg'niizism/ noun a chemi¬ 
cal element found in green vegetables, which 
is essential especially for the correct function¬ 
ing of muscles (note: The chemical symbol is 

Mg.) 

magnesium sulphate /mteg.niiziom 'saU 
felt/ noun a magnesium salt used as a laxative. 
Also called Epsom salts 
magnesium trisilicate /mEeg.niiziam trai 
'silikot/ noun a magnesium compound used to 
treat peptic ulcers 

magnetic /mteg'netik/ adjective able to at¬ 
tract objects, like a magnet 
magnetic field /maeg,netik 'fiild/ noun an 
area round an object which is under the influ¬ 
ence of the magnetic force exerted by the ob¬ 
ject 

magnetic resonance imaging /mteg,netik 
'rezonons pmidsirj/ noun a scanning tech¬ 
nique which exposes the body to a strong mag¬ 
netic field and uses the electromagnetic signals 
emitted by the body to form an image of soft 
tissue and cells. Abbr MRI 
magnum /'maegnom/ > foramen magnum 


malarial therapy 

maim /meim/ verb to incapacitate someone 
with a major injury 

main bronchi /mein 'brnrjki:/ plural noun 
the two main air passages which branch from 
the trachea outside the lung. Also called pri¬ 
mary bronchi 

major /'meid39/ adjective 1 . important or se¬ 
rious 2. more important or serious than others 
of the same type O The operation was a major 
one. ► opposite minor 

major surgery /,meid 3 o 's3id33ri/ noun 
surgical operations involving important organs 
in the body. Compare minor surgery 
mal /msel/ noun an illness or disease 
mal- /msel/ prefix bad or unusual 
malabsorption /.maelob'soipjon/ noun a 
situation where the intestines are unable to ab¬ 
sorb the fluids and nutrients in food properly 
malabsorption syndrome /.maebb 
'soipjon .sindroum/ noun a group of symp¬ 
toms and signs, including malnutrition, anae¬ 
mia, oedema and dermatitis, which results 
from steatorrhoea and malabsorption of vita¬ 
mins, protein, carbohydrates and water 
malacia/mo'leijo/ noun the pathological sof¬ 
tening of an organ or tissue 
maladjusted /.maelo'dsAStid/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a person who has difficulty fitting 
into society or family 

maladjustment /.maelo'dsAstmont/ noun 
difficulty experienced in fitting into society or 
family 

malaise /mo'leiz/ noun a feeling of discom¬ 
fort 

malaligned /.maelo'laind/ adjective not in 
the correct position relative to other parts of 
the body 

malalignment /.maelo'lainmont/ noun a 
condition in which something is malaligned, 
especially in which a tooth is not in its correct 
position in the mouth 

malar /'meita/ adjective referring to the cheek 
malar bone /'meilo boun/ noun same as 

cheekbone 

malaria /mo'leorio/ noun a mainly tropical 
disease caused by a parasite Plasmodium, 
which enters the body after a bite from the fe¬ 
male anopheles mosquito 
comment: Malaria is a recurrent disease. It 
produces headaches, shivering, vomiting, 
sweating and sometimes hallucinations which 
are caused by toxins coming from the waste 
of the parasite Plasmodium in the blood, 
malarial /mo'leoriol/ adjective referring to 
malaria 

malarial parasite /mo.leoriol 'pcerosait/ 
noun a parasite transmitted into the human 
bloodstream by the bite of the female anophe¬ 
les mosquito 

malarial therapy /mo'leorio ,0eropi/ noun a 
treatment in which a person is given a form of 
malaria in the belief that the high fevers they 



232 


male menopause 

experience can stimulate the immune system 
to fight off serious diseases such as syphilis 
and HIV 

male menopause /meil 'menopoiz/ noun a 
period in middle age when a man may feel in¬ 
secure and anxious about the fact that his phys¬ 
ical powers are declining ( informal) 
male sex hormone /,meil 'seks .hoimoun/ 
noun same as testosterone 
male sex organs /,meil 'seks ,o:gonz/ plu¬ 
ral noun the testes, epididymis, vasa deferentia, 
seminal vesicles, ejaculatory ducts and penis 
malformation /.meelfoi'meiJXojn/ noun an 
unusual variation in the shape, structure or de¬ 
velopment of something 
malformed /maerfoimd/ adjective unusual in 
shape, structure or development 
malfunction /mael'f. ArjkJon/ noun a situation 
in which a particular organ does not work in 
the usual way O Her loss of consciousness was 
due to a malfunction of the kidneys or to a kid¬ 
ney malfunction. ■ verb to fail to work correct¬ 
ly O During the operation his heart began to 
malfunction. 

malignancy /mo'lignonsi/ noun 1 . the state 
of being malignant O The tests confirmed the 
malignancy of the growth. 2. a cancerous 
growth (note: The plural is malignancies.) 
malignant /mo'lignont/ adjective likely to 
cause death or serious disablement if not prop¬ 
erly treated 

malignant hypertension /mo.lignont 
.haipo'tenjon/ noun dangerously high blood 
pressure 

malignant melanoma /mo.lignont ,meb 
'nourno/ noun a dark tumour which develops 
on the skin from a mole, caused by exposure to 
strong sunlight 

malignant pustule /malignant 'pAstjuil/ 
noun a pus-filled swelling that results from in¬ 
fection of the skin with anthrax 
malignant tumour /malignant 'tjuimo/ 
noun a tumour which is cancerous and can 
grow again or spread into other parts of the 
body, even if removed surgically. Opposite be¬ 
nign tumour 

malingerer /mo'hggoro/ noun a person who 
pretends to be ill 

malingering /moTirjgorig/ adjective the act 
of pretending to be ill 

malleolar /mo'liiolo/ adjective referring to a 
malleolus 

malleolus /mo'liiolos/ noun one of two bony 
prominences at each side of the ankle (note: 
The plural is malleoli.) 

mallet finger /.maelit 'firjgo/ noun a finger 
which cannot be straightened because the ten¬ 
don attaching the top joint has been torn 
malleus /'mselios/ noun the largest of the 
three ossicles in the middle ear, shaped like a 
hammer. See illustration at ear in Supplement 


Mallory bodies /'mselori ,bodiz/ plural noun 
large irregular masses which occur in the cyto¬ 
plasm of damaged liver cells, often a sign of an 
alcohol-related disease 

Mallory’s stain /'mseloriz stein/ noun tri¬ 
chrome stain, used in histology to distinguish 
collagen, cytoplasm and nuclei 
Mallory-Weiss syndrome /.maelori 'vais 
.sindroum/, Mallory-Weiss tear /.maebri 
'vais ,teo/ noun a condition in which there is a 
tearing in the mucous membrane where the 
stomach and oesophagus join, e.g. because of 
strain on them due to vomiting [Described 
1929. After G. Kenneth Mallory (b. 1900), Pro¬ 
fessor of Pathology, Boston University, USA; 
Konrad Weiss (1898-1942) US physician.] 
malnourished /mael'nAriJt/ adjective not 
having enough to eat or having only poor-qual¬ 
ity food, leading to ill-health 
malnutrition /.maelnju'triJXojn/ noun 1 . a 
lack of food or of good-quality food, leading to 
ill-health 2. the state of not having enough to 
eat 

malocclusion /.maeb'kluisbjn/ noun a 
condition in which the teeth in the upper and 
lower jaws do not meet properly when the per¬ 
son’s mouth is closed 

malodorous /maslbudoros/ adjective with a 
strong unpleasant smell 
Malpighian body /mael'pigbn ,br)di/, Mal¬ 
pighian corpuscle /mael'pigbn ,koipAs(9)l/ 
noun same as renal corpuscle [Described 
1666. After Marcello Malpighi (1628-94), anato¬ 
mist and physiologist in Rome and Bologna, Ita¬ 
ly-] 

Malpighian glomerulus /mael,pigbn glo 
'merubs/ noun same as Bowman’s capsule 
Malpighian layer /mael'pigbn ,leb/ noun 
the deepest layer of the epidermis 
malposition /.maelpo'ziJXojn/ noun an unu¬ 
sual or unexpected position of something such 
as a fetus in the uterus or fractured bones 
malpractice /mael'prasktis/ noun 1 . illegal, 
unethical, negligent or immoral behaviour by a 
professional person, especially a healthcare 
professional O The surgeon was found guilty 
of malpractice. 2. wrong treatment of a patient 
for which a healthcare professional may be 
tried in court 

malpresentation /.maelprezbjn'teiJXojn/ 
noun an unusual position of a fetus in the uter¬ 
us just before it is ready to be bom 
Malta fever /'moilto ,fiivo/ noun same as 

brucellosis 

maltase /'moilteiz/ noun an enzyme in the 
small intestine which converts maltose into 
glucose 

maltose /'moiltous/ noun a sugar formed by 
digesting starch or glycogen 
malunion /mael'juinjon/ noun a bad join of 
the pieces of a broken bone 
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mannitol 


mamilla /ms'mils/ noun another spelling of 

mammilla 

mamillary /'msemilri/ adjective another 
spelling of mammillary 

mamm- prefix same as mam mo- ( used before 
vowels) 

mamma /'masmo/ noun same as breast 
(note: The plural is mammae.) 
mammary /'maemori/ adjective referring to 
the breast 

mammary gland /'maemori glaend/ noun a 
gland in female mammals which produces 
milk 

mammilla /mo'milo/, mamilla noun the pro¬ 
truding part in the centre of the breast, contain¬ 
ing the milk ducts through which the milk 
flows. Also called nipple 
mammillary /'maemil(9)ri/, mamillary adjec¬ 
tive referring to the nipple 
mammillary body /.msemilOjri 'bodi/ 
noun one of two little projections on the base 
of the hypothalamus 
mammo- prefix referring to breasts 
mammogram /'masmograem/ noun a picture 
of a breast made using a special X-ray tech¬ 
nique 

mammography /mse'mogrofi/ noun exami¬ 
nation of the breast using a special X-ray tech¬ 
nique 

‘...mammography is the most effective technique 
available for the detection of occult (non-palpable) 
breast cancer. It has been estimated that mammogra¬ 
phy can detect a carcinoma two years before it be¬ 
comes palpable.’ [Southern Medical Journal] 

mammoplasty /'maemophesti/ noun plastic 
surgery to alter the shape or size of the breasts 
mammothermography /.maemouOsi'niD 
grofi/ noun thermography of a breast 
manage /'maenid^ verb 1 . to be in charge or 
control of something O She manages the ward 
very efficiently. O Bleeding can usually be 
managed, but sometimes an operation may be 
necessary. 2. to be able to do something, or to 
succeed in doing something O Did you man¬ 
age to phone the doctor? O Can she manage to 
feed herself? (note: managing - managed) 
management /'maenidsmont/ noun 1 . the 
organising or running of an organisation such 
as a hospital, clinic or health authority 2. the 
organisation of a series of different treatments 
for a person 

manager /'maenid39/ noun a person in 
charge of a department in the health service or 
in charge of a group of hospitals 
Manchester operation /'maentJTstor Dps 
,reiJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct 
downward movement of the uterus, involving 
removal of the cervix 

mandible /'m2endib(3)l/ noun the lower 
bone in the jaw. Also called lower jaw 
comment: The jaw is formed of two bones, the 
mandible which is attached to the skull with a 


hinge joint and can move up and down, and 
the maxillae which are fixed parts of the skull, 
mandibular /maen'dibjulo/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the lower jaw 

mandibular fossae /masn.dibjub 'fosi/ 
plural noun sockets in the skull into which the 
ends of the lower jaw fit 
mandibular nerve /maen'dibjub n3iv/ 
noun a sensory nerve which supplies the teeth 
in the lower jaw, the temple, the floor of the 
mouth and the back part of the tongue 
mane /'meini/ adverb (used on prescriptions) 
during the daytime. Opposite nocte 
‘...he was diagnosed as having diabetes mellitus at 
age 14, and was successfully controlled on insulin 15 
units mane and 10 units nocte’ [British Journal 
of Hospital Medicine ] 

manganese /'maeggoniiz/ noun a metallic 
trace element (note: The chemical symbol is 

Mn.) 

mania /'meinb/ noun a state of bipolar disor¬ 
der in which the person is excited, very sure of 
his or her own abilities and has increased ener- 
gy 

-mania /meinb/ suffix obsession with some¬ 
thing 

maniac /'meiniaek/ noun a person who be¬ 
haves in an uncontrolled way or is considered 
to have an obsession (note: This term is regard¬ 
ed as offensive.) 

manic /'maenik/ adjective referring to mania 
manic depression /.maenik di'prej(3)n/ 
noun same as bipolar disorder 
manic-depressive /.maenik di'presiv/ ad¬ 
jective relating to bipolar disorder ■ noun a 
person with bipolar disorder 
manic-depressive illness /.maenik di 
'presiv ,ilnos/, manic-depressive psychosis 
/.maenik di.presiv sai'kousis/ noun same as 
bipolar disorder 

manifestation /.maenife'steiJXojn/ noun a 
sign, indication or symptom of a disease 
‘.. .the reason for this susceptibility is a profound ab¬ 
normality of the immune system in children with 
sickle cell disease. The major manifestations of 
pneumococcal infection in SCD are septicaemia, 
meningitis and pneumonia.’ [ Lancet ] 
manikin /'maenikin/ noun an anatomical 
model of the human body, used in teaching 
anatomy 

manipulate /mo'mpju.leit/ verb to rub or 
move parts of the body with the hands to treat 
a joint, a slipped disc or a hernia (note: manip¬ 
ulating - manipulated) 

manipulation /mo.mpju'leiJXojn/ noun a 
form of treatment that involves moving or rub¬ 
bing parts of the body with the hands, e.g. to 
treat a disorder of a joint 
manner /'maeno/ noun a way of doing some¬ 
thing or of behaving O He was behaving in a 
strange manner. 0 bedside manner 
mannitol /'maemtDl/ noun a diuretic drug 
used in the treatment of oedema of the brain 
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manometer /ms'nDmits/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for comparing pressures 
manometry /ms'nDmitri/ noun the measure¬ 
ment of pressures within organs of the body 
which contain gases or liquids, e.g. the 
oesophagus or parts of the brain 
MantOUX test /maentu: test/ noun a test for 
tuberculosis, in which a person is given an in- 
tracutaneous injection of tuberculin. 0 Heat 
test [Described 1908. After Charles Mantoux 
(1877-1947), French physician.] 
manual /'mtenjuol/ adjective done by hand 
manual examination /.maenjual ig,z£emi 
neijfojn/ noun an examination using the 
hands and fingers 

manubrium /mo'nutbriam/ noun a handle¬ 
shaped anatomical part, e.g. part of the inner 
ear 

manubrium sterni /mo.nutbriom 'st3:nai/ 
noun the upper part of the sternum 
MAO abbr monoamine oxidase 
MAOI abbr monoamine oxidase inhibitor 
MAO inhibitor /,em ei 'ou in.hibito/ noun 
same as monoamine oxidase inhibitor 
maple syrup urine disease /,meip(9)l 
,sirop 'juorin di,zi:z/ noun an inherited con¬ 
dition caused by not having enough of a partic¬ 
ular enzyme which helps the body to deal with 
amino acid. The urine smells like maple syrup. 
It can be fatal if not treated, 
marasmus /mo'raszmos/ noun a wasting dis¬ 
ease which affects small children who have 
difficulty in absorbing nutrients or who are 
malnourished. Also called failure to thrive 
marble bone disease /,ma:b(o)l 'boon di 
,zi:z/ noun same as osteopetrosis 
Marburg disease /'ma:b3ig di,zi:z/, Mar¬ 
burg virus disease /'ma:b3ig .vairos di,zi:z/ 
noun a severe viral infection causing high fe¬ 
ver, bleeding from mucous membranes, vom¬ 
iting and often death. Also called green mon¬ 
key disease 

comment: The disease is transmitted to hu¬ 
mans from green monkeys. Because the 
monkeys are used in laboratory experiments, 
the disease mainly affects laboratory workers, 
march fracture /maitj 'frasktjo/ noun a 
fracture of one of the metatarsal bones in the 
foot, caused by excessive exercise to which the 
body is not accustomed 
Marfan’s syndrome /'ma:fa:nz ,sin 
droum/, Marfan syndrome /'maifcun ,sin 
droum/ noun a hereditary condition in which a 
person has extremely long fingers and toes, 
with disorders of the heart, aorta and eyes [De¬ 
scribed 1896. After Bernard Jean Antonin Mar¬ 
fan (1858-1942), French paediatrician.] 
marijuana ^masri'waino/ noun same as can¬ 
nabis 

mark /ma:k/ noun a spot or small area of a 
different colour O There's a red mark where 
you hit your head. O The rash has left marks 


on the chest and back. ■ verb to make a mark 
on something □ the door is marked ‘Super¬ 
visor’ the door has the word ‘Supervisor’ writ¬ 
ten on it 

marked /maikt/ adjective obvious or noticea¬ 
ble O There has been a marked improvement in 
his condition. 

marker /'maiko/ noun 1 . something which 
acts an indicator of something else 2 . a sub¬ 
stance introduced into the body to make inter¬ 
nal structures clearer to X-rays 
marrow /'masrou/ noun soft tissue in cancel¬ 
lous bone. In young animals red marrow is 
concerned with blood formation while in 
adults it becomes progressively replaced with 
fat and is known as yellow marrow. Also called 
bone marrow. See illustration at bone struc¬ 
ture in Supplement 

marsupialisation /mai.suipiolai'zeij^n/, 
marsupialization noun a surgical procedure in 
which the inside of a cyst is opened up so that 
the cyst can be allowed to shrink gradually, be¬ 
cause it cannot be cut out 
masculinisation /.masskjulinai'zeij^n/, 
masculinization noun the development of 
male characteristics such as body hair and a 
deep voice in a woman, caused by hormone 
deficiency or by treatment with male hor¬ 
mones 

mask /ma:sk/ noun 1 . a metal and rubber 
frame that fits over the nose and mouth and is 
used to administer an anaesthetic 2. a piece of 
gauze which fits over the mouth and nose to 
prevent droplet infection 3. a cover which fits 
over the face of a person who has suffered fa¬ 
cial damage in an accident 
masked /maiskt/ adjective used to describe 
diseases that are present but not observable 
Maslow’s hierarchy of human needs / 
.maszlouz ,haira:ki ov .hjuimon 'niidz/ 
noun a system which explains human behav¬ 
iour by organising human needs in order of 
priority, from basic ones such as eating to 
complex ones such as finding self-fulfilment, a 
higher level of motivation not being activated 
until the lesser needs have been satisfied 
masochism /'m2es9kiz(3)m/ noun a sexual 
condition in which a person takes pleasure in 
being hurt or badly treated 
masochist /'massokist/ noun a person suf¬ 
fering from masochism 
masochistic /.masso'kistik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to masochism 

mass /mass/ noun 1 . a large quantity, e.g. a 
large number of people O The patient's back 
was covered with a mass of red spots. 2. a body 
of matter with no clear shape 3. a mixture for 
making pills 4. the main solid part of bone 
massage /'massa^/ noun a treatment for 
muscular conditions which involves rubbing, 
stroking or pressing the body with the hands ■ 
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mattress 


verb to rub, stroke or press the body with the 
hands 

masseter /mas'silts/, masseter muscle /mas 
'silts ,mAs(s)l/ noun a muscle in the cheek 
which clenches the lower jaw making it move 
up, to allow chewing 

massive /'massiv/ adjective very large O He 
was given a massive injection of penicillin. O 
She had a massive heart attack. 
mass radiography /.mass .reidi'Dgrsfi/ 
noun the practice of taking X-ray photographs 
of large numbers of people to check for tuber¬ 
culosis 

mass screening /.mass 'skriinir)/ noun the 
practice of testing large numbers of people for 
the presence of a disease 
mast- /masst/ prefix same as masto- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

mastalgia /mas'stashes/ noun pain in the 
mammary gland 

mastatrophy /mas'stastrsfi/ noun atrophy of 
the mammary gland 

mast cell /'masst sel/ noun a large cell in 
connective tissue, which carries histamine and 
reacts to allergens 

mastectomy /mas'stektsmi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of a breast 
masticate /'masstikeit/ verb to chew food 
mastication /,massti'kei/(s)n/ noun the act 
of chewing food 

mastitis /mas'staitis/ noun inflammation of 
the breast 

masto- /masstsu/ prefix referring to a breast 
mastoid /'masstsid/ adjective 1. shaped like a 
nipple 2. belonging to the part of the temporal 
bone which protrudes at the side of the head 
behind the ear ■ noun same as mastoid proc¬ 
ess 

mastoid air cell /.masstsid 'es sel/, mas¬ 
toid cell /'masstsid sel/ noun an air cell in the 
mastoid process 

mastoid antrum /.masstsid 'aentrsm/ noun 
a cavity linking the air cells of the mastoid 
process with the middle ear 
mastoid bone /'masstsid bsun/ noun same 

as mastoid process 

mastoidectomy /.masstsi'dektsmi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove part of the mas¬ 
toid process, as a treatment for mastoiditis 
mastoiditis /.masstsi'daitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the mastoid process and air cells. 
The symptoms are fever and pain in the ears. 
comment: The mastoid process can be infect¬ 
ed by infection from the middle ear through 
the mastoid antrum. Mastoiditis can cause 
deafness and can affect the meninges if not 
treated. 

mastoidotomy /, masst si'dot smi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make a cut into the mas¬ 
toid process to treat infection 


mastoid process /.masstsid 'prouses/ 
noun part of the temporal bone which pro¬ 
trudes at the side of the head behind the ear 
masturbate /'masstsbeit/ verb to excite 
one’s own genitals so as to produce an orgasm 
masturbation /,massts'beij(s)n/ noun stim¬ 
ulation of one’s own genitals to produce an or¬ 
gasm. Also called onanism 
match /mastJV verb 1. to examine two things 
to see if they are similar or fit together O They 
are trying to match the donor to the recipient. 
2. to fit together in a specific way O The two 
samples don’t match. 

‘...bone marrow from donors has to be carefully 
matched with the recipient or graft-versus-host dis¬ 
ease will ensue’ [Hospital Update ] 
mater /'meits/ » dura mater 
material /ms'tisrisl/ noun 1. matter which 
can be used to make something 2. cloth O The 
wound should be covered with gauze or other 
light material. 3. all that is necessary in sur¬ 
gery 

materia medica /ms.tisris 'mediks/ noun 
the study of drugs or dosages as used in treat¬ 
ment (note: It comes from a Latin term meaning 
‘medical substance’.) 

maternal /ms't3in(s)l/ adjective referring to 
a mother 

maternal death /ms,t3in(s)l 'de0/ noun the 
death of a mother during pregnancy, childbirth 
or up to twelve months after childbirth 
maternal deprivation /ms,t3:n(s)l .depri 
'veij(s)n/ noun a psychological condition 
caused when a child does not have a proper re¬ 
lationship with a mother 
maternal dystocia /ms,t3in(s)l dis'tsusis/ 
noun difficult childbirth caused by a physical 
problem in the mother 

maternal instincts /ms,t3:n(s)l 'inf 
stirjkts/ plural noun instinctive feelings in a 
woman to look after and protect her child 
maternity /ms't3:niti/ noun childbirth, the 
fact of becoming a mother 
maternity case /ms't3:mti keis/ noun a 
woman who is about to give birth 
maternity clinic /ms't3:niti .klinik/ noun 
same as antenatal clinic 
maternity hospital /ms't3:mti .hospital/, 
maternity ward /ms't3:mti ws:d/, maternity 
unit /ms't3initi, juinit/ noun a hospital, ward 
or unit which deals only with women giving 
birth 

matrix /'meitriks/ noun an amorphous mass 
of cells forming the basis of connective tissue. 
Also called ground substance 
matron /'meitrsn/ noun a title formerly given 
to a woman in charge of the nurses in a hospi¬ 
tal. C> modern matron 
matter /'masts/ noun a substance 
mattress /'mastrss/ noun the thick soft part 
of a bed for lying on 
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mattress suture /'mastros .suitjs/ noun a 
suture made with a loop on each side of the in¬ 
cision 

maturation /.msetJu'reiJXojn/ noun the 
process of becoming mature or fully devel¬ 
oped 

mature /mo'tjuo/ adjective fully developed 
mature follicle /mo.tjuo 'fDlik(o)l/ noun a 
Graafian follicle just before ovulation 
maturing /ms'tjusrir)/ adjective becoming 
mature 

maturing egg /mo.tJTiorir) 'eg/, maturing 
ovum /'ouvom/ noun an ovum contained by a 
Graafian follicle 

maturity /mo'tjuoriti/ noun 1 . being fully 
developed 2. (in psychology) the state of being 
a responsible adult 

maxilla /msek'silo/, maxilla bone /maek'silo 
boun/ noun the upper jaw bone (note: The plu¬ 
ral is maxillae. It is more correct to refer to the 
upper jaw as the maxillae, as it is in fact formed 
of two bones which are fused together.) 
maxillary /msek'sitari/ adjective referring to 
the maxilla 

maxillary antrum /mask.sitari 'asntrom/, 
maxillary air sinus /mask.silori 'eo .sainos/ 
noun one of two sinuses behind the cheek¬ 
bones in the upper jaw. Also called antrum of 
Highmore 

maxillo-facial /msek.silou'feiJXo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the maxillary bone and the face 
O maxillo-facial surgery 
M B abbr bachelor of medicine 
McBurney’s point /mok.bsmiz 'point/ 
noun a point which indicates the usual position 
of the appendix on the right side of the abdo¬ 
men, between the hip bone and the navel, 
which is extremely painful if pressed when the 
person has appendicitis [Described 1899. After 
Charles McBurney (1845-1913), US surgeon.] 
McNaghten’s Rules on Insanity at Law 
/mok,no:tonz ,ru:lz Dn in.sseniti ot 'loi/, 
McNaghten’s Rules /mok'noitonz ,ru:lz/p/u- 
ral noun a set of principles which explain how 
people can defend themselves in law by claim¬ 
ing that they committed a murder because they 
were mentally ill, and therefore not responsi¬ 
ble for any of their actions. In 1957 it was 
adapted to include the idea of knowing that an 
action is wrong but being unable to stop your¬ 
self from committing it because of your mental 
condition. 

MCP joint /,em si: 'pi: ,d 30 int/ noun same as 

metacarpophalangeal joint 

MCU, MCUG abbr micturating cysto(-ure- 

thro)gram 

MD abbr doctor of medicine 
M E abbr myalgic encephalomyelitis 
meal /mi:l/ noun food eaten at a particular 
time 


measles /'mi:z(o)lz/ noun an infectious dis¬ 
ease of children, where the body is covered 
with a red rash O She’s in bed with measles. O 
He’s got measles. O They caught measles from 
their friend at school. O Have you had the 
measles? Also called morbilli, rubeola (note: 
Takes a singular or plural verb.) 
comment: Measles can be a serious disease 
as it weakens the body’s resistance to other 
diseases, especially bronchitis and ear infec¬ 
tions. It can be prevented by immunisation. If 
caught by an adult it can be very serious, 
measure /'me33/ noun a unit of size, quantity 
or degree O A metre is a measure of length. ■ 
verb 1 . to find out the size of something O A 
thermometer measures temperature. 2. to be a 
particular size O The room measures 3 metres 
by 2 metres. 

measurement /'me 3 omont/ noun the size, 
length, etc. of something which has been 
measured 

meat /mi:t/ noun animal flesh which is eaten 
(note: No plural: some meat, a piece or a slice 
of meat, he refuses to eat meat.) 
meat- /mieit/ prefix relating to a meatus 
meatus /mi'eitos/ noun an opening leading 
to an internal passage in the body, e.g. the ure¬ 
thra or the nasal cavity (note: The plural is 
meatuses or meatus.) 

mechanism /'mekoniz(9)m/ noun 1 . a phys¬ 
ical or chemical change by which a function is 
carried out 2. a system in the body which car¬ 
ries out or controls a particular function O The 
inner ear is the body's mechanism for the 
sense of balance. 

mechanism of labour /.mekonizOjm ov 
'leibo/ noun all the forces and processes which 
combine to push a foetus out of the uterus dur¬ 
ing its birth, together with the ones which op¬ 
pose it 

mechanotherapy /.mekonou'Geropi/ noun 
the treatment of injuries through mechanical 
means, such as massage and exercise ma¬ 
chines 

Meckel’s diverticulum /.mekolz ,daivo 
'tikjulom/ noun a congenital formation of a 
diverticulum in the ileum [Described 1809. Af¬ 
ter Johann Friedrich Meckel II (1781-1833), 
German surgeon and anatomist.] 
meconism /'mek9uniz(o)m/ noun poison¬ 
ing by opium or morphine 
meconium /mi'kouniom/ noun the first dark 
green faeces produced by a newborn baby 
med. abbr 1 . medical 2. medicine 
media /'mi:dio/ noun same as tunica media 
medial /'mhdiol/ adjective nearer to the cen¬ 
tral midline of the body or to the centre of an 
organ. Compare lateral 

medial arcuate ligament /,mi:diol 
'a:kjuit .ligomont/ noun a fibrous arch to 
which the diaphragm is attached 
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medial epicondyle /.miidiol .epi'kDndail/ 
noun a medial projection on the condyle of the 
humerus 

medially /'miidioli/ adverb towards or on the 
sagittal plane of the body. See illustration at 
anatomical terms in Supplement 
medial malleolus /.miidiol mo'liiolos/ 
noun a bone at the end of the tibia which pro¬ 
trudes at the inside of the ankle 
medial rectus /.miidiol 'rektos/ noun a 
muscle inserted into the sclera of the eyeball 
median /'miidion/ adjective towards the cen¬ 
tral midline of the body, or placed in the mid¬ 
dle 

median nerve /'miidion n3iv/ noun one of 
the main nerves of the forearm and hand 
median plane /'miidion plein/ noun an im¬ 
aginary flat surface on the midline and at right 
angles to the coronal plane, which divides the 
body into right and left halves. See illustration 
at anatomical terms in Supplement 
mediastinal /mi:dio'stain(o)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the mediastinum O the mediastinal 
surface of pleura or of the lungs 
mediastinitis /.miidiosti'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the mediastinum 
mediastinoscopy /.miidiosti'nDskopi/ 
noun an operation in which a tube is put into 
the mediastinum so that its organs can be ex¬ 
amined 

mediastinum /.miidio'stainom/ noun the 
section of the chest between the lungs, where 
the heart, oesophagus and phrenic and vagus 
nerves are situated 

medic /'medik/ noun a doctor or medical stu¬ 
dent ( informal ) 

medical /'medik(o)l/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the study of diseases O a medical student 2. re¬ 
ferring to treatment of disease which does not 
involve surgery O Medical help was provided 
by the Red Cross. 3. referring to treatment giv¬ 
en by a doctor, as opposed to a surgeon, in a 
hospital or in his or her surgery ■ noun an of¬ 
ficial examination of a person by a doctor O 
He wanted to join the army, but failed his med¬ 
ical. O You will have to have a medical if you 
take out an insurance policy. 
medical administration /,medik(o)l od 
.mim'streiJXojn/ noun the running of hospi¬ 
tals and other health services O She started her 
career in medical administration. 
medical aid /'medik(o)l eid/ noun treatment 
of someone who is ill or injured, given by a 
doctor. i> first aid 

medical alert bracelet /,medik(o)l o'bit 
.breislot/ noun a band or chain worn around 
the wrist giving information about the wearer’s 
medical needs, allergies or condition 
medical assistance /,medik(o)l o 
'sist(o)ns/ noun help provided by a nurse, an 
ambulanceman or a member of an association 


such as the Red Cross, to a person who is ill or 
injured 

medical assistant /'medik(o)l o,sist(o)nt/ 
noun someone who performs routine adminis¬ 
trative and clinical tasks to help in the offices 
and clinics of doctors and other medical prac¬ 
titioners 

medical audit /,medik(o)l 'oidit/ noun a 
systematic critical analysis of the quality of 
medical care provided to a person, which ex¬ 
amines the procedures used for diagnosis and 
treatment, the use of resources and the result¬ 
ing outcome and quality of life for the person 
medical audit advisory group / 
,medik(o)l ,o:dit od'vaiz(o)ri gruip/ noun a 
body with the responsibility of advising on 
medical audit in primary care. Abbr MAAG 
medical centre /'medik(o)l .sento/ noun a 
place where several different doctors and spe¬ 
cialists practise 

medical certificate /'medik(o)l so.tifikot/ 
noun an official document signed by a doctor, 
giving someone permission to be away from 
work or not to do specific types of work 
medical committee /'medik(o)l ko.miti/ 
noun a committee of doctors in a hospital who 
advise the management on medical matters 
medical diathermy /,medik(o)l .daio 
'03:mi/ noun the use of heat produced by elec¬ 
tricity for treatment of muscle and joint disor¬ 
ders such as rheumatism 
medical doctor /'medik(o)l .dokto/ noun a 
doctor who practises medicine, but is not usu¬ 
ally a surgeon 

medical ethics /,medik(o)l 'e0iks/ plural 
noun the moral and professional principles 
which govern how doctors and nurses should 
work, and, in particular, what type of relation¬ 
ship they should have with their patients 
medical examination /,medik(o)l ig 
.zasmi'neiJXojn/ noun an examination of a 
person by a doctor 

medical history /,medik(o)l 'hist(o)ri/ 
noun the details of a person’s medical condi¬ 
tion and treatment over a period of time 

medical intervention /,medik(o)l .into 
'venjon/ noun the treatment of illness by 
drugs 

medicalisation /.medikolai'zeiJXojn/, 
medicalization noun the act of looking at 
something as a medical issue or problem 
medical jurisprudence /,medik(o)l 
d 3 Uoris'pru:d(o)ns/ noun the use of the prin¬ 
ciples of law as they relate to the practice of 
medicine and the relationship of doctors with 
each other, their patients and society. £> foren¬ 
sic medicine 

Medical Officer of Health /,medik(o)l 
.Dfisor ov 'hel0/ noun formerly, a local gov¬ 
ernment official in charge of the health servic¬ 
es in an area. Abbr MOH 
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medical practitioner /,medik(9)l prask 
't 1 /( 9 ) 119 / noun a person qualified in medicine, 
i.e. a doctor or surgeon 
medical profession /'medik(9)l pro 
,fej(9)n/ noun all doctors 
medical records /'medik(9)l .rekoidz/ plu¬ 
ral noun information about a person’s medical 
history 

Medical Register /,medik(9)l 'red3ist9/ 
noun a list of doctors approved by the General 
Medical Council O The committee ordered his 
name to be struck off the Medical Register. 

Medical Research Council /,medik(9)l ri 
's3itJ ,kauns9l/ noun a government body 
which organises and pays for medical re¬ 
search. Abbr MRC 

medical school /'medik(9)l skuil/ noun a 
section of a university which teaches medicine 
O He is at medical school. 
medical secretary /,medik(9)l 
'sekrit(9)ri/ noun a qualified secretary who 
specialises in medical documentation, either in 
a hospital or in a doctor’s surgery 
medical social worker /,medik(9)l 
's9uj(9)l ,W3ik9/ noun someone who helps 
people with family problems or problems re¬ 
lated to their work which may have an effect 
on their response to treatment 
medical ward /'medik(9)l wo:d/ noun a 
ward for people who do not have to undergo 
surgical operations 

Medicare /'medikeo/ noun a system of pub¬ 
lic health insurance in the US 
medicated /'medikeitid/ adjective contain¬ 
ing a medicinal drug O medicated cough sweet 
medicated shampoo /.medikeitid Jaem 
'pu:/ noun a shampoo containing a chemical 
which is supposed to prevent dandruff 
medication /,medi'keij(9)n/ noun 1. the 
treatment of illnesses by giving people drugs. 
0 premedication 2. a drug used to treat a par¬ 
ticular illness O What sort of medication has 
she been taking? O 80% of elderly patients ad¬ 
mitted to geriatric units are on medication. 
medicinal /m9'dis(9)n(9)l/ adjective which 
has healing properties or a beneficial effect on 
someone’s health O He has a drink of whisky 
before he goes to bed for medicinal purposes. 
medicinal bath /m9,dis(9)n(9)l 'ba:0/ noun 
treatment in which someone lies in a bath of 
hot water containing particular chemicals, in 
hot mud or in other substances 
medicinal drug /m9,dis(9)n(9)l 'drAg/ 
noun a drug used to treat a disease as opposed 
to hallucinatory or addictive drugs 
medicinal leech /m9,dis(9)n(9)l 'liitJV 
noun a leech which is raised specially for use 
in medicine 

medicinally /m9'dis(9)n(9)li/ adverb used as 
a medicine O The herb can be used medicinal- 

b■ 


medicine /'med(9)s(9)n/ noun 1. a prepara¬ 
tion taken to treat a disease or condition, espe¬ 
cially one in liquid form O Take some cough 
medicine if your cough is bad. O You should 
take the medicine three times a day. 2. the 
study of diseases and how to cure or prevent 
them O She is studying medicine because she 
wants to be a doctor. 3. the study and treatment 
of diseases which does not involve surgery 
medicine bottle /'med(9)s(9)n ,br>t(9)l/ 
noun a special bottle which contains medicine 
medicine cabinet /'med(9)s(9)n 
.ksebinot/, medicine chest /'med(9)s(9)n 
tjest/ noun a cupboard where medicines, 
bandages, thermometers and other pieces of 
medical equipment can be left locked up, but 
ready for use in an emergency 
medico /'medikou/ noun a doctor ( informal) 
O The medico said I was perfectly fit. 
medico- /medikou/ prefix referring to medi¬ 
cine or to doctors 

medicochirurgical /.medikoukai 

'r3:d3ik(9)l/ adjective referring to both medi¬ 
cine and surgery 

medicolegal /,medik9u'li:g(9)l/ adjective 
referring to both medicine and the law 
medicosocial /.medikou 's9uj(9)l/ adjec¬ 
tive involving both medical and social factors 
medium /'miidiom/ adjective average, in the 
middle or at the halfway point ■ noun a sub¬ 
stance through which something acts 
medroxyprogesterone /mg.drDksiprou 
'd3est9r9un/ noun a synthetic hormone used 
to treat menstrual disorders, in oestrogen re¬ 
placement therapy and as a contraceptive 
medulla /me'dAig/ noun 1. the soft inner part 
of an organ, as opposed to the outer cortex. See 
illustration at kidney in Supplement 2. bone 
marrow 3. any structure similar to bone mar¬ 
row 

medulla oblongata /me.dAto ,Dbk>r) 
'geit9/ noun a continuation of the spinal cord 
going through the foramen magnum into the 
brain 

medullary /me'dAtari/ adjective 1. similar to 
marrow 2. referring to a medulla 
medullary cavity /me.dAlori 'kasviti/ noun 
a hollow centre of a long bone, containing 
bone marrow. See illustration at bone struc¬ 
ture in Supplement 

medullary cord /me'dAlori ko:d/ noun an 
epithelial fibre found near the hilum of the fe¬ 
tal ovary 

medullated nerve /'medoleitid n3iv/ noun 
a nerve surrounded by a myelin sheath 
medulloblastoma /me .dAtaublas'st 901119 / 
noun a tumour which develops in the medulla 
oblongata and the fourth ventricle of the brain 
in children 

mefenamic acid /.mefonsemik 'sesid/ noun 
a drug which reduces inflammation and pain, 
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used in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis 
and menstrual problems 
mefloquine /'mefbkwiin/, mefloquine hy¬ 
drochloride /.mefbkwiin .haidrou'kbiraid/ 
noun a drug used in the prevention and treat¬ 
ment of malaria 

mega- /megs/ prefix 1 . large. Opposite micro- 
2. one million, or 10 6 

megacolon /.mego'koubn/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the lower colon is very much 
larger than normal, because part of the colon 
above is constricted, making bowel move¬ 
ments impossible 

megajoule /'megod 3 u:l/ noun a unit of 
measurement of energy equal to one million 
joules. Symbol Mj 

megakaryocyte /.mego'kserbsait/ noun a 
bone marrow cell which produces blood plate¬ 
lets 

megalo- /megobu/ prefix large 
megaloblast /'megobublsest/ noun an unu¬ 
sually large blood cell found in the bone mar¬ 
row of people who have some types of anae¬ 
mia caused by Vitamin B 12 deficiency 
megaloblastic /.megobu'blasstik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to megaloblasts 
megaloblastic anaemia /.megobu 
.blaestik o'niimb/ noun anaemia caused by 
Vitamin B 12 deficiency 
megalocephaly /.megobu'kefoli/ noun the 
condition of having an unusually large head 
megalocyte /'megobusait/ noun an unusu¬ 
ally large red blood cell, found in pernicious 
anaemia 

megalomania /.megobu'meinb/ noun a 
psychiatric disorder in which a person believes 
they are very powerful and important 
megalomaniac /.megobu'meinigek/ noun 
someone who has megalomania ■ adjective 
having megalomania 
-megaly /megoli/ suffix enlargement 
megaureter /.megoju'riito/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a part of the ureter becomes very 
wide, above the site of a blockage 
meibomian cyst /mai.boumbn 'sist/ noun 
the swelling of a sebaceous gland in the eyelid. 
Also called chalazion 

meibomian gland /mai'boumbn .glzend/ 
noun a sebaceous gland on the edge of the eye¬ 
lid which secretes a liquid to lubricate the eye¬ 
lid. Also called tarsal gland 
meibomianitis /mai.boumb'naitis/ noun a 
condition in which the meibomian glands be¬ 
come swollen 

Meigs’ syndrome /'megz .sindroum/ noun 
a condition in which liquid collects in the chest 
and abdominal cavities. It is associated with 
pelvic tumours. 

meiosis /maibusis/ noun the process of cell 
division which results in two pairs of haploid 
cells, i.e. cells with only one set of chromo¬ 


somes. Compare mitosis (note: The US spell¬ 
ing is miosis.) 

Meissner’s corpuscle /.maisnoz 
'ko:pAs(o)l/ noun a receptor cell in the skin 
which is thought to be sensitive to touch 
Meissner’s plexus /.maisnoz 'pleksos/ 
noun a network of nerve fibres in the wall of 
the alimentary canal [Described 1853. After 
Georg Meissner (1829-1905), German anato¬ 
mist and physiologist.] 

melaena /mo'liino/ noun black faeces where 
the colour is caused by bleeding in the intes¬ 
tine 

melan- /melon/ prefix same as melano- ( used 
before vowels) 

melancholia /.mebn'koulb/ noun 1. a se¬ 
vere depressive illness occurring usually be¬ 
tween the ages of 45 and 65 2. a clinical syn¬ 
drome with a tendency to delusion, fixed per¬ 
sonality and agitated movements 
melanin /'mebnin/ noun a dark pigment 
which gives colour to skin and hair, also found 
in the choroid of the eye and in some tumours 
melanism / , mebmz(o)m/ noun 1 . the unex¬ 
pected depositing of dark pigment 2. the stain¬ 
ing of all body tissue with melanin in a form of 
carcinoma 

melano- /mebnou/ prefix black or dark 
melanocyte /'mebnousait/ noun any cell 
which carries pigment 

melanocyte-stimulating hormone / 

.mebnousait 'stimjuleitig ,ho:mourn/ noun 
a hormone produced by the pituitary gland 
which causes darkening in the colour of the 
skin. Abbr MSH 

melanoderma /.mebnou'daimo/ noun 1 . a 
large amount of melanin in the skin 2. discol¬ 
oration of patches of the skin 
melanoma /.meb'noumo/ noun a tumour 
formed of dark pigmented cells 
comment: ABCD is the key to remember if you 
want to know if there is a risk of developing a 
melanoma: A = ASYMMETRY, ie. the two 
sides are not quite the same, and the mole 
does not have a perfect shape; B = BORDER, 
the edge becomes irregular; C = COLOUR, 
there may be a change in colour, with the 
mole becoming darker; D = DIAMETER, any 
change in diameter should be considered an 
important factor. Among other features, pain 
is rarely an important feature but itching could 
be one. 

melanophore /'mebnoufo:/ noun a cell 
which contains melanin 
melanoplakia /'mebnoupleikb/ noun areas 
of pigment in the mucous membrane inside the 
mouth 

melanosis /.meb'nousis/ noun same as 

melanism 

melanuria /.meb'njuorb/ noun 1. the pres¬ 
ence of dark colouring in the urine 2. a condi¬ 
tion in which the urine turns black after being 
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allowed to stand, e.g. in cases of malignant 
melanoma 

melasma /mo'lcezmo/ noun the presence of 
little brown, yellow or black spots on the skin 
melatonin /.melo'tounin/ noun a hormone 
produced by the pineal gland during the hours 
of darkness, which makes animals sleep dur¬ 
ing the winter months. It is thought to control 
the body’s rhythms. 

melena /mo'liino/ noun same as melaena 
mellitus /'melitos/ 1 diabetes meliitus 

membrane /'membrein/ noun a thin layer of 
tissue which lines or covers an organ 
membrane bone /'membrein boon/ noun a 
bone which develops from tissue and not from 
cartilage 

membranous /'membronos/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to membranes, or like a membrane 
membranous labyrinth /.membronos 
'lseborinO/ noun a series of ducts and canals 
formed of membrane inside the osseous laby¬ 
rinth 

memory /'mem(9)ri/ noun the ability to re¬ 
member O He has a very good memory for 
dates. O He said the whole list from memory. 
menarche /mo'naiki/ noun the start of men¬ 
strual periods 

mend /mend/ verb to repair something O The 
surgeons are trying to mend the damaged 
heart valves. 

Mendel’s laws /'mendolz biz/ plural noun 
the laws of heredity, that are the basis of the 
science of genetics [Described 1865. After Gre¬ 
gor Johann Mendel (1822-84), Austrian Augus- 
tinian monk and naturalist of Brno, whose work 
was rediscovered by de Vries in 1900.] 
Mendelson’s syndrome /'mendolsonz 
.sindroum/ noun a sometimes fatal condition 
in which acid fluid from the stomach is 
brought up into the windpipe and passes into 
the lungs, occurring mainly in obstetric pa¬ 
tients [Described 1946. After Curtis L. Mendel- 
son (b. 1913), US obstetrician and gynaecolo¬ 
gist.] 

Meniere’s disease /meni'eoz di.ziiz/, 
Meniere’s syndrome /'sindroum/ noun a dis¬ 
ease of the middle ear, in which someone be¬ 
comes dizzy, hears ringing in the ears and may 
vomit, and becomes progressively deaf. The 
causes may include infections or allergies, 
which increase the fluid contents of the laby¬ 
rinth in the middle ear. [Described 1861. After 
Prosper Meniere (1799-1862) and his son, 
Emile Antoine Meniere (1839-1905), French 
physicians.] 

mening- /menmd 3 / prefix same as meningo- 
{used before vowels) 

meningeal /me'nmdgbl/ adjective referring 
to the meninges 


meningeal haemorrhage /me,nmd 3 bl 
'hem(o)rid 3 / noun a haemorrhage from a me¬ 
ningeal artery 

meningeal sarcoma /me,nind 3 bl sa: 
'koumo/ noun a malignant tumour in the me¬ 
ninges 

meninges /me'nind 3 i:z/ plural noun the 
membranes which surround the brain and spi¬ 
nal cord (note: The singular is meninx.) 
comment: The meninges are divided into 
three layers: the tough outer layer (dura 
mater) which protects the brain and spinal 
cord; the middle layer (arachnoid mater) and 
the delicate inner layer (pia mater) which con¬ 
tains the blood vessels. The cerebrospinal flu¬ 
id flows in the space (subarachnoid space) 
between the arachnoid mater and pia mater, 
meningioma ^menindsibumo/ noun a be¬ 
nign tumour in the meninges 
meningism /me'nind 3 iz(o)m/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which there are signs of meningeal irri¬ 
tation suggesting meningitis, but where there 
is no pathological change in the cerebrospinal 
fluid 

meningitis /.menin'dsaitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the meninges, causing someone to 
have violent headaches, fever, and stiff neck 
muscles, and sometimes to become delirious 
comment: Meningitis is a serious viral or bac¬ 
terial disease which can cause brain damage 
and even death. The bacterial form can be 
treated with antibiotics. The most common 
forms of bacterial meningitis are Hib and 
meningococcal. 

meningo- /moniggou/ prefix referring to the 
meninges 

meningocele /mo'mggousiil/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the meninges protrude through 
the vertebral column or skull 
meningococcal /mo^iggou'kDkCo)!/ ad¬ 
jective referring to meningococci 
meningococcal disease /mo.niggou 
'kDk(o)l di,ziiz/ noun a disease caused by a 
meningococcus 

meningococcal meningitis /mo.niggou 
,kDk(9)l .menin'dsaitis/ noun the common¬ 
est epidemic form of meningitis, caused by a 
bacterium Neisseria meningitidis, where the 
meninges become inflamed causing headaches 
and fever 

meningococcus /mo^iggou'kokos/ noun 
the bacterium Neisseria meningitidis which 
causes meningococcal meningitis (note: The 

plural is meningococci.) 
meningoencephalitis /mo.niggouen.kefo 
'laitis/ noun inflammation of the meninges 
and the brain 

meningoencephalocele /mo.niggouen 
'kefolousiil/ noun a condition in which part of 
the meninges and the brain push through a gap 
in the skull 

meningomyelocele /mo.niggou'maiobu 
sill/ noun the pushing forward of part of the 
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meninges and spinal cord through a gap in the 
spine. Also called myelomeningocele, mye¬ 
locele 

meningovascular /ma.mggau'vseskjula/ 
adjective referring to the meningeal blood ves¬ 
sels 

meninx /'meniqks/ noun t meninges 

meniscectomy /.meni'sektami/ noun the 
surgical removal of a cartilage from the knee 
meniscus /ma'niskas/ noun one of two pads 
of cartilage, the lateral meniscus and medial 
meniscus, between the femur and tibia in a 
knee joint. Also called semilunar cartilage 
(note: The plural is menisci.) 
meno- /menau/ prefix referring to menstrua¬ 
tion 

menopausal /.mena'pa:z(a)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the menopause 
menopause /'menapaiz/ noun a period, 
usually between 45 and 55 years of age, when 
a woman stops menstruating and can no longer 
bear children. Also called climacteric, change 
of life 

menorrhagia /,mena'reid 3 ia/ noun very 
heavy bleeding during menstruation. Also 
called flooding 

menorrhoea /.mena'riia/ noun normal 
bleeding during menstruation 
menses /'mensiiz/ plural noun same as men¬ 
struation 

menstrual /'menstrual/ adjective referring 
to menstruation 

menstrual cramp /.menstrual 'krsemp/ 
noun a cramp in the muscles round the uterus 
during menstruation 

menstrual cycle /'menstrual ,saik(a)l/ 
noun a period, usually of 28 days, during 
which a woman ovulates, the walls of the uter¬ 
us swell and bleeding takes place if the ovum 
has not been fertilised 

menstrual flow /'menstrual flau/ noun the 
discharge of blood from the uterus during 
menstruation 

menstruate /'menstrueit/ verb to bleed 
from the uterus during menstruation 
menstruation /,menstru'eij(a)n/ noun 
bleeding from the uterus which occurs in a 
woman each month when the lining of the 
uterus is shed because no fertilised egg is 
present 

menstruum /'menstruiam/ noun a liquid 
used in the extract of active principles from an 
unrefined drug 

mental /'ment(a)l/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the mind 2. referring to the chin 
mental aberration /,ment(a)l ,£eba'reij(a)n/ 
noun slight forgetfulness or confusion ( often 
humorous) O I thought the meeting was at 11 - 
1 must have had a mental aberration. 
mental age /,ment(a)l 'eid 3 / noun a meas¬ 
urement based on intelligence tests that shows 


a person’s intellectual development, usually 
compared to standardised data for a chrono¬ 
logical age □ he’s nine, but he has a mental 
age of five although he is nine years old, his 
level of intellectual development is the same as 
that of an average child of five 
mental block /,ment(a)l 'blok/ noun a tem¬ 
porary inability to remember something, 
caused by the effect of nervous stress on the 
mental processes 

mental deficiency /,ment(a)l di'fij(a)nsi/ 
noun a former term for learning disability 
(note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
mental development /,ment(a)l di 
'velapmant/ noun the development of the 
mind O Her mental development is higher 
than usual for her age. 

mental disorder /.ment(a)l dis'aida/ noun 
a temporary or permanent change in a person’s 
mental state which makes them function less 
effectively than they would usually, or than the 
average person would be expected to function 
mental faculties /,ment(a)l 'faekaltiiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun abilities such as thinking and deci¬ 
sion-making O There has been no impairment 
of the mental faculties. 

mental handicap /,ment(a)l 'hasndikasp/ 
noun a former term for learning disability 
(note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
mental health /'ment(a)l hel0/ noun the 
condition of someone’s mind 
Mental Health Acts /,ment(a)l 'hel0 aekts/ 
plural noun laws made by a parliament which 
lay down rules for the care of people with 
mental illness 

Mental Health Review Tribunal / 

,ment(a)l hel0 ri'vju: trai,bju:n(a)l/ noun a 
committee which makes decisions about 
whether people who have been detained under 
the Mental Health Acts should be released. It 
consists of medical members, legal experts 
and lay members, who include people with ex¬ 
perience in social services. Abbr MHRT 
mental hospital /'ment(a)l ,liDspit(a)l/ 
noun a psychiatric hospital (note: This term is 
regarded as offensive.) 

mental illness /.ment(a)l 'linos/ noun any 
disorder which affects the mind 
mental impairment /,ment(a)l im 
'peamant/ noun a temporary or permanent 
condition which affects a person’s mental 
state, making them function less effectively 
than they would usually, or than the average 
person would be expected to function 
mentalis muscle /men'teilis ,mAs(a)l/ 
noun a muscle attached to the front of the low¬ 
er jaw and the skin of the chin 
mentally /'ment(a)li/ adverb in the mind O 
Mentally, she is very advanced for her age. 
mentally handicapped /,ment(a)li 
'hasndikaept/ adjective a former term for 
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mentally ill 

someone with learning disability (note: This 
term is usually regarded as offensive.) 
mentally ill /,ment(3)li 'll J adjective experi¬ 
encing mental illness 

mental nerve /'ment(o)l n3iv/ noun a nerve 
which supplies the chin 
mental patient /'ment(o)l ,peiJ(o)nt/ noun 
a former term of a patient who has mental ill¬ 
ness (note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
mental retardation /,ment(9)l ,ri:ta: 
'deiJ(o)n/ noun a former term for learning 
disability, a condition that results in someone 
finding it difficult to learn skills or information 
at the same rate as others of a similar age 
(note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
mental subnormality /,ment(o)l ,sAbno: 
'masliti/ noun a former term for mental impair¬ 
ment (note: This term is usually regarded as of¬ 
fensive.) 

menthol /'menBol/ noun a strongly scented 
compound, produced from peppermint oil, 
used in cough medicines and in the treatment 
of neuralgia 

mentholated /'menBoleitid/ adjective im¬ 
pregnated with menthol 
mento- /mentou/ prefix relating to the chin 
mentor /'mento:/ noun somebody who advis¬ 
es and guides a younger, less experienced per¬ 
son ■ verb to act as a mentor to somebody 
mentum /'mentom/ noun the chin 
meralgia /m3'ra2ld33/, meralgia paraesthet¬ 
ica /mo.rceldso .pasres'Oetiko/ noun pain in 
the top of the thigh caused by a pinched nerve 
mercurialism /ma'kjusrislizCsjm/ noun 
mercury poisoning 

mercurochrome /ms'kjuarsukrsum/ noun 
a red antiseptic solution 
mercury /'m3ikjuri/ noun a poisonous liquid 
metal, used in thermometers (note: The chem¬ 
ical symbol is Hg.) 

mercury poisoning /'m3:kjuri 
,poiz(3)nir)/ noun poisoning by drinking mer¬ 
cury or mercury compounds or by inhaling 
mercury vapour 

mercy killing /'m3isi ,kilig/ noun same as 

euthanasia 

meridian /ms'ridian/ noun in acupuncture 
and Chinese medicine, one of the pathways in 
the body along which its energy is believed to 
flow 

Merkel’s cells /'m3:kelz selz/, Merkel’s 
discs /'m3ikelz disks/ plural noun epithelial 
cells in the deeper part of the dermis which 
form touch receptors [After Friedrich Siegmund 
Merkel (1845-1919), German anatomist] 
merocrine /'mersukrain/ adjective same as 
eccrine 

mes- /mes/ prefix same as meso- {used before 
vowels) 

mesaortitis /.meseioi'taitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the media of the aorta 


mesarteritis /mes.aits'raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the media of an artery 
mesencephalon /mesen'kefalon/ noun 

same as midbrain 

mesenteric /.mesen'terik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the mesentery 

mesenterica /mesen'teriks/ * tabes me¬ 
senteries 

mesenteric artery /.mesenterik 'aitsri/ 
noun one of two arteries, the superior and infe¬ 
rior mesenteric arteries, which supply the 
small intestine or the transverse colon and rec¬ 
tum 

mesenteric ganglion /.mesenterik 
'gserjglisn/ noun a plexus of sympathetic 
nerve fibres and ganglion cells around the su¬ 
perior mesenteric artery 
mesenteric vein /,mesenterik 'vein/ noun 
a vein in the portal system running from the in¬ 
testine to the portal vein 
mesentery /'mesent(3)ri/ noun a double¬ 
layer peritoneum which attaches the small in¬ 
testine and other abdominal organs to the ab¬ 
dominal wall 

mesial /'miisial/ adjective 1. in dentistry, re¬ 
lating to the middle of the front of the jaw, or 
occurring in a place near this 2. relating to or 
located in the middle part of something 
meso- /me sou/ prefix middle 
mesoappendix /.mesaus'pendiks/ noun a 
fold of peritoneum which links the appendix 
and the ileum 

mesocolon /.mesau'ksulsn/ noun a fold of 
peritoneum which supports the colon. In an 
adult it supports the transverse and sigmoid 
sections only. 

mesoderm /'mes9ud3:m/ noun the middle 
layer of an embryo, which develops into mus¬ 
cles, bones, blood, kidneys, cartilages, urinary 
ducts and the cardiovascular and lymphatic 
systems 

mesodermal /.mesau'dsim^)!/ adjective 
referring to the mesoderm 
mesometrium /.messu'miitrism/ noun a 
muscle layer of the uterus 
mesonephros /.mesau'nefrDs/ noun kid¬ 
ney tissue which exists in a human embryo 
mesosalpinx /.messu'sselpigks/ noun the 
upper part of the broad ligament around the 
Fallopian tubes 

mesotendon ^mesau'tendan/ noun synovi¬ 
al membrane connecting the lining of the fi¬ 
brous sheath to that of a tendon 
mesothelioma /.mesautiili'oums/ noun a 
tumour of the serous membrane, which can be 
benign or malignant 

mesothelium /.mesau'Giilism/ noun a layer 
of cells lining a serous membrane. Compare 
epithelium, endothelium 
mesovarium /.mesau'vearism/ noun a fold 
of peritoneum around the ovaries 
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messenger RNA /,mes(o)nd39 ,a:r en 'ei/ 
noun a type of ribonucleic acid which trans¬ 
mits the genetic code from the DNA to the ri¬ 
bosomes which form the proteins coded on the 
DNA. Abbr mRNA 

mestranol /'miistronDl/ noun a synthetically 
produced oestrogen used in birth control pills 
meta- /meto/ prefix referring to change 
meta analysis /'meto o.naelosis/ noun a sta¬ 
tistical procedure to combine the results from 
many studies to give a single estimate, giving 
weight to large studies 

metabolic /.meto'bDlik/ adjective referring 
to metabolism 

metabolic acidosis /.metobDlik , 2 esi 
'dousis/ noun acidosis caused by a malfunc¬ 
tion of the body’s metabolism 
metabolic alkalosis /.metobDlik selko 
'lousis/ noun alkalosis caused by a malfunc¬ 
tion of the body’s metabolism 
metabolise /mo'tsebolaiz/, metabolize verb 
to change the nature of something by metabo¬ 
lism O The liver metabolises proteins and car¬ 
bohydrates. 

metabolism /mo'tasbolizOjm/ noun the 
chemical processes which are continually tak¬ 
ing place in the human body and which are es¬ 
sential to life, especially the processes that 
convert food into energy 
comment: Metabolism covers all changes 
which take place in the body: the building of 
tissue (anabolism); the breaking down of tis¬ 
sue (catabolism); the conversion of nutrients 
into tissue; the elimination of waste matter 
and the action of hormones, 
metabolite /mo'tsebolait/ noun a substance 
produced by metabolism, or a substance taken 
into the body in food and then metabolised 
metacarpal bone /.meto'kaipO)! boun/, 
metacarpal /.mets'kaipCojl/ noun one of the 
five bones in the metacarpus 
metacarpophalangeal /.meto^aipoufo 
'l£end 3 iol/ adjective relating to the part of the 
hand between the wrist and the fingers 
metacarpophalangeal joint /.meto 
^aipoufo'lsendsiol ,d 30 int/ noun a joint be¬ 
tween a metacarpal bone and a finger. Also 
called MCP joint, MP joint 
‘...replacement of the MCP joint is usually under¬ 
taken to relieve pain, deformity and immobility due 
to rheumatoid arthritis’ [Nursing Times ] 
metacarpus /.meto'kaipos/ noun the five 
bones in the hand between the fingers and the 
wrist. See illustration at hand in Supplement 
metal /'met(o)l/ noun material, either an ele¬ 
ment or a compound, which can carry heat and 
electricity. Some metals are essential for life, 
metallic /me'tcelik/ adjective like a metal, re¬ 
ferring to a metal 

metallic element /me.taelik 'elimont/ noun 
a chemical element which is a metal 


methaemoglobin 

metamorphopsia /.metomoi'fDpsio/ noun 
a condition in which someone sees objects in 
distorted form, usually due to inflammation of 
the choroid 

metaphase /'metofeiz/ noun one of the 
stages in mitosis or meiosis 
metaphysis /me'tcefosis/ noun the end of 
the central section of a long bone, where the 
bone grows and where it joins the epiphysis 
metaplasia /meto'pleizio/ noun a change of 
one tissue to another 

metastasis /me'tasstosis/ noun the spread¬ 
ing of a malignant disease from one part of the 
body to another through the bloodstream or the 
lymph system. Also called secondary growth 
(note: The plural is metastases.) 

‘.. .he suddenly developed problems with his balance 
and a solitary brain metastasis was diagnosed’ 
[British Journal of Nursing] 

metastasise /me'taestosaiz/, metastasize 

verb to spread by metastasis 
metastatic ^meto'stastik/ adjective relating 
to, or produced by, metastasis O Metastatic 
growths developed in the liver. 
metatarsal /,met9'ta:s(3)l/ noun one of the 
five bones in the metatarsus ■ adjective relat¬ 
ing to the metatarsus 

metatarsal arch /.meto'taisO)! a:tJ7 noun 
an arched part of the sole of the foot, running 
across the sole of the foot from side to side. 
Also called transverse arch 
metatarsalgia ^metotai'sgeldso/ noun pain 
in the heads of the metatarsal bones 
metatarsophalangeal joint /meto.taisou 
fo'lsendsiol ,d 30 int/ noun a joint between a 
metatarsal bone and a toe 
metatarsus /.meto'taisos/ noun the five 
long bones in the foot between the toes and the 
tarsus. See illustration at foot in Supplement 
(note: The plural is metatarsi.) 
metatarsus adductus /.metotaisos o 
'dAktos/ noun a condition found in newborn 
babies or young infants in which the front half 
of the foot is twisted inwards at an angle to the 
heel 

meteorism /'miitiorizOjm/ noun same as 

tympanites 

meter /'miito/ noun US same as metre 
-meter /miito, mito/ suffix measuring instru¬ 
ment 

metformin /met'foimin/ noun a drug which 
reduces the level of the blood sugar levels, 
used to treat non-insulin dependent diabetes 
which does not respond to dietary measures 
methadone /'meBodoun/ noun a synthetical¬ 
ly produced narcotic drug, used to reduce pain 
and as a substitute for heroin in the treatment 
of addiction 

methaemoglobin /met.hiimou'gbubin/ 
noun a dark brown substance formed from 
haemoglobin which develops during illness, 
following treatment with some drugs. Methae- 
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moglobin cannot transport oxygen round the 
body, and so causes cyanosis. 

methaemoglobinaemia /met.hiimou 
.gtaubi'niimio/ noun the presence of methae- 
moglobin in the blood 

methane /'mi: 0 ein, 'meGein/ noun a colour¬ 
less flammable gas with no smell 
methanol /'meOonDl/ noun a colourless poi¬ 
sonous liquid, used as a solvent and a fuel. It 
changes easily into a gas. Also called methyl 
alcohol 

methicillin /.meGi'silin/ noun a synthetically 
produced antibiotic, used in the treatment of 
infections which are resistant to penicillin 
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus /meGi.silin ri.zistont staefilo 
.kokos birbs/ noun a bacterium resistant to 
almost all antibiotics and which can cause life- 
threatening infection in people recovering 
from surgery. Abbr MRS A 
methionine /me'Gaioniin/ noun an essential 
amino acid 

method /'meGod/ noun a way of doing some¬ 
thing 

methotrexate /.meGo'trekseit/ noun a drug 
which helps to prevent cells reproducing, used 
in the treatment of cancer 
methyl alcohol /.miiGail 'celkohDl/ noun 

same as methanol 

methylated spirits /.meGoleitid 'spirits/ 
plural noun almost pure alcohol, with wood al¬ 
cohol and colouring added 
methylene blue /.meGiliin 'blui/ noun a 
blue dye, formerly used as a mild urinary anti¬ 
septic, now used to treat drug-induced methae¬ 
moglobinaemia 

methylenedioxymethamphetamine /,me 
Giliin^aiDksi.meGsem'fetomiin/ noun same 
as ecstasy 

methylphenidate /.miiGail'femdeit/ noun 
a drug which stimulates the central nervous 
system, used in the treatment of narcolepsy 
and attention deficit disorder 
methylprednisolone /.miiGailpred 
'msobun/ noun a corticosteroid drug which 
reduces inflammation, used in the treatment of 
arthritis, allergies and asthma 
metoclopramide /.metou'kbupromaid/ 
noun a drug used to treat nausea, vomiting and 
indigestion 

metoprolol /mi'toprolol/ noun a drug which 
controls the activity of the heart, used to treat 
angina and high blood pressure 
metr- /metr/ prefix same as metro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

metra /'metro/ noun the uterus 

metralgia /me'tr2eld30/ noun pain in the 

uterus 

metre /'miito/ noun an SI unit of length O The 
room is four metres by three. Symbol m (note: 
The US spelling is meter.) 


metritis /me'traitis/ noun same as myometri¬ 
tis 

metro- /metrou/ prefix referring to the uterus 
metrocolpocele /.metro'kolpousiil/ noun a 
condition in which the uterus protrudes into 
the vagina 

metronidazole /.metro'nidozoul/ noun a 
yellow antibiotic compound, used especially 
in the treatment of vaginal infections 
metropathia haemorrhagica /,metropa20b 
.hemo're^iko/ noun an essential uterine 
haemorrhage, where the lining of the uterus 
swells and there is heavy menstrual bleeding 
metroptosis ^metro'tousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the uterus has moved downwards 
out of its usual position. Also called prolapse 
of the uterus 

metrorrhagia /.miitrou'reidsb/ noun unu¬ 
sual bleeding from the vagina between the 
menstrual periods 

metrostaxis ^miitrou'staeksis/ noun a con¬ 
tinual light bleeding from the uterus 
-metry /motri/ suffix relating to the process of 
measuring, or to instruments which are used 
for measuring 
mg abbr milligram 

Ml abbr 1 . mitral incompetence 2. myocardial 
infarction 

micelle /mi'sel/ noun a tiny particle formed 
by the digestion of fat in the small intestine 
Michel’s clips /mijelz 'klips/ plural noun 
metal clips used to suture a wound [After Gas¬ 
ton Michel (1874-1937), Professor of Clinical 
Surgery at Nancy, France] 
miconazole /mai'konozoul/ noun a drug 
used to treat fungal infections of the skin and 
nails 

micro- /maikrou/ prefix 1 . very small. Oppo¬ 
site macro-, mega-, megalo- 2. one millionth 

( 10 - 6 ) 

microaneurysm /.maikrou'senjorizCo^/ 
noun a tiny swelling in the wall of a capillary 
in the retina 

microangiopathy /.maikro^aem^i'opoGi/ 
noun any disease of the capillaries 
microbe /'maikroub/ noun a microorganism 
which may cause disease and which can only 
be seen with a microscope, e.g. a bacterium 
microbial /mai'kroubbl/ adjective referring 
to microbes 

microbial disease /mai.kroubbl di'ziiz/ 
noun a disease caused by a microbe 
microbiological /.maikrot^baio 

'lDd3ik(o)l/ adjective referring to microbiol¬ 
ogy 

microbiologist /.maikroubai'obdsist/ 
noun a scientist who specialises in the study of 
microorganisms 

microbiology /.maikroubai'Dbdsi/ noun 
the scientific study of microorganisms 
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microcephalic /.maikrouke'fselik/ adjec¬ 
tive having microcephaly 
microcephaly ^maikrou'kefoli/ noun a 
condition in which a person has an unusually 
small head, sometimes caused by the mother 
having had a rubella infection during pregnan- 

cy . 

microcheilia /.maikrou'kailio/ noun the 
condition of having unusually small lips 
Micrococcus /.maikrou'kokos/ noun a ge¬ 
nus of bacterium, some species of which cause 
arthritis, endocarditis and meningitis 
microcyte /'maikrousait/ noun an unusually 
small red blood cell 

microcythaemia /.maikrousai'Giimio/ 
noun same as microcytosis 
microcytic /.maikro'sitik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to microcytes 

microcytosis /.maikrousai'tousis/ noun 
the presence of excess microcytes in the blood 
microdactylia /.maikroudask'tilio/, micro¬ 
dactyly /.maikrou'dcektili/ noun a condition 
in which a person has unusually small or short 
fingers or toes 

microdiscectomy /.maikroudisk'ektomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to remove all or part 
of a disc in the spine which is pressing on a 
nerve 

microdontism /.maikrou'dDntiz^m/, 
microdontia /.maikrou'dDntio/ noun the con¬ 
dition of having unusually small teeth 
microglia /mai'krDglio/ noun tissue in the 
central nervous system composed of tiny cells 
which destroy other cells 
microglossia /.maikrou'glDsio/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which a person has an unusually 
small tongue 

micrognathia /.maikrou'neiGio/ noun a 
condition in which one jaw is unusually small¬ 
er than the other 

microgram /'maikrograsm/ noun a unit of 
measurement of weight equal to one millionth 
of a gram 

micromastia /.maikrou'mgestio/ noun a 
condition in which a person has unusually 
small breasts 

micromelia /.maikrou'miilio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person has unusually small 
arms or legs 

micrometer /mai'kromito/ noun 1 . an in¬ 
strument for taking very small measurements, 
such as the width or thickness of very thin 
pieces of tissue 2. US same as micrometre 
micrometre /'maikroi^miito/ noun a unit of 
measurement of thickness (= one millionth of 
a metre) (note: With figures, usually written 
pm.) 

micromole /'maikrou.moul/ noun a unit of 
measurement of the amount of substance equal 
to one millionth of a mole. Symbol p 
micron /'maikrDn/ noun same as micrometre 


micronutrient /'maikroi^njuitriont/ noun a 
substance which an organism needs for normal 
growth and development, but only in very 
small quantities, e.g. a vitamin or mineral. 
Compare macronutrient 
microorganism /.maikrou'oigomz^m/ 
noun an organism which can only be seen un¬ 
der a microscope and which may cause dis¬ 
ease. Viruses, bacteria and protozoa are micro¬ 
organisms. 

microphthalmia /.maikrDf'Gaelmio/ noun a 
condition in which the eyes are unusually 
small 

micropsia /mai'krDpsio/ noun a condition in 
which someone sees objects smaller than they 
really are, caused by an unusual development 
in the retina 

microscope /'maikroskoup/ noun a scien¬ 
tific instrument with lenses, which makes very 
small objects appear larger O The tissue was 
examined under the microscope. O Under the 
microscope it was possible to see the cancer 
cells. 

comment: In an ordinary or light microscope 
the image is magnified by lenses. In an elec¬ 
tron microscope the lenses are electromag¬ 
nets and a beam of electrons is used instead 
of light, thereby achieving much greater mag¬ 
nifications. 

microscopic /.maikro'skopik/ adjective so 
small that it can only be seen through a micro¬ 
scope 

microscopy /mai'kroskopi/ noun the sci¬ 
ence of the use of microscopes 
microsecond /'maikrou.sekond/ noun a 
unit of measurement of time ( = one millionth 
of a second) (note: With figures, usually written 
ps) 

Microsporum /'maikrouspoirom/ noun a 
type of fungus which causes ringworm of the 
hair, skin and sometimes nails 
microsurgery /'maikrou.ssidsori/ noun 
surgery using tiny instruments and a micro¬ 
scope. Microsurgery is used in operations on 
eyes and ears, and also to connect severed 
nerves and blood vessels, 
microvillus /.maikrou'vilos/ noun a very 
small process found on the surface of many 
cells, especially the epithelial cells in the intes¬ 
tine (note: The plural is microvilli.) 
microwave therapy /'maikrouweiv 
,Geropi/ noun treatment using high-frequency 
radiation 

micturate /'mikt jureit/ verb same as urinate 
micturating cystogram /.miktjureitir) 
'sistougrsem/, micturating cysto-urethro- 
gram /,miktjureitir) ,sistou ju'riiGrogrsem/ 
noun an X-ray of the bladder and urethra taken 
while the bladder is being filled and then emp¬ 
tied. Abbr MCU, MCUG 
micturition /.miktju'rij^n/ noun same as 
urination 
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mid- /mid/ prefix middle 
midazolam /mi'daezokem/ noun a drug used 
to produce sleepiness and to reduce anxiety 
before surgery or other procedures 
midbrain /'midbrein/ noun the small middle 
section of the brain stem above the pons and 
between the cerebrum and the hindbrain. Also 
called mesencephalon 
midcarpal /mid'ka:p(o)l/ adjective between 
the two rows of carpal bones 
middle /'mid(o)l/ noun 1 . the centre or central 
point of something 2. the waist or stomach area 
( informal ) 

middle-aged /,mid(9)l 'eid 3 d/ adjective not 
young and not old, in the middle years of life 
O a disease which affects middle-aged women 
middle colic /,mid(9)l 'kolik/ noun an artery 
which leads from the superior mesenteric ar¬ 
tery 

middle ear /,mid(o)l 'io/ noun a section of 
the ear between the eardrum and the inner ear 
comment: The middle ear contains the three 
ossicles which receive vibrations from the ear¬ 
drum and transmit them to the cochlea. The 
middle ear is connected to the throat by the 
Eustachian tube. 

middle ear infection /,mid(o)l 'ior in 
.fekjon/ noun same as otitis media 
middle finger /,mid(3)l 'figgo/ noun the 
longest of the five fingers 
midgut /'midgAt/ noun the middle part of the 
gut in an embryo, which develops into the 
small intestine 

mid-life crisis /,mid laif 'kraisis/ noun a pe¬ 
riod in early middle age when some people ex¬ 
perience feelings of anxiety, insecurity and 
self-doubt 

mid line /'midlain/ noun an imaginary line 
drawn down the middle of the body from the 
head through the navel to the point between 
the feet 

‘...patients admitted with acute abdominal pains 
were referred for study. Abdominal puncture was 
carried out in the midline immediately above or be¬ 
low the umbilicus.’ [ Lancet ] 
midriff /'midrif/ noun the diaphragm 
midstream specimen /'midstriim ,spesl 
imin/, midstream specimen of urine /,midf 
striim .spesimin ov 'juorin/ noun a sample 
of urine collected in a sterile bottle in the mid¬ 
dle of a flow of urine, because the first part of 
the flow may be contaminated with bacteria 
from the skin. Abbr MSU 
midtarsal /mid'tais(o)l/ adjective between 
the tarsal bones 

midwife /'midwaif/ noun a professional per¬ 
son who helps a woman give birth to a child, 
often at home 

comment: To become a Registered Midwife 
(RM), a Registered General Nurse has to take 
a further 18 month course, or alternatively can 
follow a full 3 year course. 


midwifery /mid'wifori/ noun 1 . the profes¬ 
sion of a midwife 2. the study of the practical 
aspects of obstetrics 

midwifery course /mid'wifori ko:s/ noun a 
training course to teach nurses the techniques 
of being a midwife 

migraine /'miigrein, 'maigrein/, migraine 
headache /,mi:grein 'hedeik/ noun a very se¬ 
vere throbbing headache which can be accom¬ 
panied by nausea, vomiting, visual disturbance 
and vertigo. The cause is not known. Attacks 
may be preceded by an ‘aura’, where the pa¬ 
tient sees flashing lights, or the eyesight be¬ 
comes blurred. The pain is usually intense and 
affects one side of the head only, 
migrainous /'maigreinos/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to someone who is subject to migraine at¬ 
tacks 

mild /maild/ adjective not severe, not cold, 
gentle O a mild throat infection 
mildly /'maildli/ adverb slightly, not strongly 
O a mildly infectious disease O a mildly anti¬ 
septic solution 

milia /'milio/ plural of milium 
miliaria /.mili'eorio/ noun itchy red spots 
which develop on the chest, under the armpits 
and between the thighs in hot countries, 
caused by blocked sweat glands. Also called 
prickly heat, heat rash 

miliary /'miliori/ adjective small in size, like a 
seed 

miliary tuberculosis ^miliori tjui,b3ikju 
Tousis/ noun a form of tuberculosis which oc¬ 
curs as little nodes in many parts of the body, 
including the meninges of the brain and spinal 
cord 

milium /'miliom/ noun 1 . a white pinhead¬ 
sized tumour on the face in adults 2. a retention 
cyst in infants 3. a cyst on the skin (note: [all 
senses] The plural is milia.) 
milk /milk/ noun 1 . a white liquid produced by 
female mammals to feed their young. Cow’s 
milk and other dairy products are important 
parts of most diets, especially children’s. O 
The patient can only drink warm milk. (NOTE: 
No plural: some milk, a bottle of milk or a glass 
of milk.) 2. the breast milk produced by a wom¬ 
an O The milk will start to flow a few days after 
childbirth, (note: For other terms referring to 
milk, see words beginning with galact-, galacto- 
, lact-, lacto-.) 

milk dentition /milk den'tiJ(o)n/ noun 
same as deciduous dentition 
milk leg /'milk leg/ noun acute oedema of the 
leg, a condition which affects women after 
childbirth, where a leg becomes pale and in¬ 
flamed as a result of lymphatic obstruction. 
Also called white leg, phlegmasia alba do- 
lens 

milk rash /'milk rseJV noun a temporary 
blotchiness of the skin seen in young babies 
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milk sugar /milk 'Jugs/ noun same as lac¬ 
tose 

milk tooth /'milk tu:0/ noun same as primary 
tooth 

milky /'milki/ adjective referring to liquid 
which is white like milk 
Miller-Abbott tube /.milor 'asbot tju:b/ 
noun a tube with a balloon at the end, used to 
clear the small intestine. The balloon is inflat¬ 
ed after the tip of the tube reaches an obstruc¬ 
tion. 

milli- /mill/ prefix one thousandth (10' 3 ). Sym¬ 
bol m 

milligram /'miligraem/ noun a unit of meas¬ 
urement of weight equal to one thousandth of 
a gram. Symbol mg 

millilitre /'mili.liito/ noun a unit of measure¬ 
ment of liquid equal to one thousandth of a li¬ 
tre. Abbr ml (note: The US spelling is millilit¬ 
er.) 

millimetre /'milimiito/ noun a unit of meas¬ 
urement of length equal to one thousandth of a 
metre. Abbr mm (note: The US spelling is mil¬ 
limeter.) 

millimole /'milimoul/ noun a unit of meas¬ 
urement of the amount of a substance equal to 
one thousandth of a mole. Abbr mmol 
millisievert /'milisiivot/ noun a unit of 
measurement of radiation □ millisievert/year 
(mSv/year) number of millisieverts per year 
‘.. .radiation limits for workers should be cut from 50 
to 5 millisieverts, and those for members of the pub¬ 
lic from 5 to 0.25’ [Guardian] 

Milroy’s disease /'milroiz di.ziiz/ noun a 
hereditary condition where the lymph vessels 
are blocked and the legs swell [Described 1892. 
After William Forsyth Milroy (1855-1942), Pro¬ 
fessor of Clinical Medicine in Nebraska, USA.] 
Milwaukee brace /mil.woiki 'breis/ noun a 
support for people with unusually curved 
spines, consisting of a leather or metal pelvic 
girdle with two bars at the back and one at the 
front, which connect into a neck ring 
mimesis /mi 1 miisis/ noun the appearance of 
the symptoms of a disease in someone who 
does not have the disease 
Minamata disease /.mino'maito di,zi:z/ 
noun a form of mercury poisoning from eating 
polluted fish, found first in Japan 
mind /maind/ noun the part of the brain which 
controls memory, consciousness or reasoning 
□ he’s got something on his mind he’s wor¬ 
rying about something □ let’s try to take her 
mind off her exams try to stop her worrying 
about them 

miner /'mains/ noun a person who works in a 
coal mine 

mineral /'min(s)rsl/ noun an inorganic sub¬ 
stance 

comment: The most important minerals re¬ 
quired by the body are: calcium (found in 
cheese, milk and green vegetables) which 


helps the growth of bones and encourages 
blood clotting; iron (found in bread and liver) 
which helps produce red blood cells; phos¬ 
phorus (found in bread and fish) which helps 
in the growth of bones and the metabolism of 
fats; iodine (found in fish) which is essential to 
the functioning of the thyroid gland, 
mineral water /'mm(s)rsl ,wo:ts/ noun a 
drinking water containing dissolved mineral 
salts from the ground the water is piped from. 
It is bottled and sold. 

minim /'minim/ noun a liquid measure used 
in pharmacy (one sixtieth of a drachm) 
minimal /'minim(o)l/ adjective very small 
minimally invasive surgery /.minimCo)! 
in.veisiv 'S3:d39ri/ noun surgery which in¬ 
volves the least possible disturbance to the 
body. It often uses lasers and other high-tech 
devices. 

mini mental state examination /,mini 
'ment(o)l ,steit igzaemi.neiJXo)!!/ noun a test 
performed mainly by psychiatrists to deter¬ 
mine someone’s mental ability, used in the di¬ 
agnosis of dementia 

minimum /'minimom/ adjective smallest 
possible ■ noun the smallest possible amount 
(note: The plural is minimums or minima.) 
minimum lethal dose /.mimmom ,li:0(9)l 
'dous/ noun the smallest amount of a sub¬ 
stance required to kill someone or something. 
Abbr MLD 

ministroke /'ministrouk/ noun same as tran¬ 
sient ischaemic attack 
minitracheostomy /.minitreiki'Dstomi/ 
noun a temporary tracheostomy 
minor /'mains/ adjective 1 . not very serious or 
life-threatening 2. less important or serious 
than others of the same type ► opposite major 
‘... practice nurses play a major role in the care of pa¬ 
tients with chronic disease and they undertake many 
preventive procedures. They also deal with a sub¬ 
stantial amount of minor trauma’ [Nursing Times ] 
minor illness /.mainsr 'linos/ noun an ill¬ 
ness which is not serious 
minor injuries unit /.mainor Tnd 3 oriz 
,ju:nit/ noun a hospital department which 
treats most accidents and emergencies. Abbr 
MIU 

minor surgery /,maino 's3:d3ori/ noun sur¬ 
gery which can be undertaken even when there 
are no hospital facilities. Compare major sur¬ 
gery 

mio- /maiou/ prefix less 
miosis /mai'ousis/ noun 1 . the contraction of 
the pupil of the eye, as in bright light 2. US 
same as meiosis 

miotic /mai'Dtik/ noun a drug which makes 
the pupil of the eye become smaller ■ adjective 
causing the pupil of the eye to become smaller 
mis- /mis/ prefix wrong 
miscarriage /'misk 2 erid 3 / noun a situation 
in which an unborn baby leaves the uterus be¬ 
fore the end of the pregnancy, especially dur- 
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ing the first seven months of pregnancy O She 
had two miscarriages before having her first 
child. Also called spontaneous abortion 
miscarry /mis'kaeri/ verb to have a miscar¬ 
riage O The accident made her miscarry. O 
She miscarried after catching the infection. 
misconduct /mis'kondAkt/ noun action by 
a professional person such as a doctor which is 
considered wrong 

misdiagnose /.mis'daiog.nouz/ verb to 
make an incorrect diagnosis of a condition 
misdiagnosis /.misdaiog'nousis/ noun an 
incorrect diagnosis 

mismatch /'mismaetJV verb to match tissues 
wrongly 

‘...finding donors of correct histocompatible type is 
difficult but necessary because results using mis¬ 
matched bone marrow are disappointing’ 
[Hospital Update] 

miso- /miSD/ prefix indicating hatred of some¬ 
thing 

missed case /.mist 'keis/ noun someone 
with an infection or disease which is not iden¬ 
tified by a doctor 

mist, /mist/, mistura /mis'tjuoro/ » re. mist. 

misuse noun /mis'juis/ wrong use O He was 
arrested for misuse of drugs. ■ verb /mis 'juiz/ 
to use something such as a drug wrongly 
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 /mis.juis ov 
'drAgz 2 ekt/ noun a law relating to all aspects 
of the supply and possession of dangerous 
drugs such as morphine, anabolic steroids, 
LSD and cannabis. In 2002 many new benzo¬ 
diazepines were added, 
mite /mait/ noun a very small parasite, which 
causes dermatitis 

mitochondrial /.maits'kondriol/ adjective 
referring to mitochondria 
mitochondrion /.maito'kDndrion/ noun a 
tiny rod-shaped part of a cell’s cytoplasm re¬ 
sponsible for cell respiration (note: The plural 
is mitochondria.) 

mitomycin C /.maitoumaisin 'si:/ noun an 
antibiotic which helps to prevent cancer cells 
from growing, used especially in the chemo¬ 
therapy treatment of bladder and rectal cancers 
mitosis /mai'tousis/ noun the process of cell 
division, where the mother cell divides into 
two identical daughter cells. Compare meiosis 
mitral /'maitrol/ adjective referring to the mi¬ 
tral valve 

mitral incompetence /.maitrol in 
'kDmpit(o)ns/ noun Abbr Ml. Now called mi¬ 
tral regurgitation 

mitral regurgitation /.maitrol ri,g3id3i 
'teij(9)n/ noun a situation in which the mitral 
valve does not close completely so that blood 
goes back into the atrium 
mitral stenosis /.maitrol ste'nousis/ noun 
a condition in which the opening in the mitral 
valve becomes smaller because the cusps have 


fused (note: This condition is almost always the 
result of rheumatic endocarditis.) 
mitral valve /'maitrol vaslv/ noun a valve in 
the heart which allows blood to flow from the 
left atrium to the left ventricle but not in the 
opposite direction. Also called bicuspid valve 
mitral valvotomy /.maitrol vasl'vDtomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to separate the cusps 
of the mitral valve in mitral stenosis 
mittelschmerz /'mit(o)lJmeots/ noun a 
pain felt by women in the lower abdomen at 
ovulation 

Mill abbr minor injuries unit 
mix /miks/ verb to put things together O The 
pharmacist mixed the chemicals in a bottle. 
mixture /'mikstjo/ noun chemical substanc¬ 
es mixed together O The doctor gave me an 
unpleasant mixture to drink. O Take one 
spoonful of the mixture every three hours. 
ml abbr millilitre 
MLD abbr minimum lethal dose 
MLSO abbr medical laboratory scientific of¬ 
ficer 

mm abbr millimetre 
mmol abbr millimole 

MMR /,em em 'a:/, MMR vaccine /,em em 'a: 

,V2eksi:n/ noun a single vaccine given to small 

children to protect them against measles, 

mumps and rubella 

Mn symbol manganese 

MND abbr motor neurone disease 

MO abbr medical officer 

mobile /'moubail/ adjective able to move 

about O It is important for elderly patients to 

remain mobile. 

mobilisation /.moubilai'zeiJXojn/, mobili¬ 
zation noun the act of making something mo¬ 
bile 

mobility /mou'biliti/ noun (of patients) the 
ability to move about 

mobility allowance /mou'biliti o.lauons/ 
noun a government benefit to help disabled 
people pay for transport 
modality /mou'daeliti/ noun a method used 
in the treatment of a disorder, e.g. surgery or 
chemotherapy 

moderate /'modCojrot/ adjective not high or 
low 

moderately /'rmxlOjrotli/ adverb not at one 
or other extreme O The patient had a moder¬ 
ately comfortable night. 
modern matron /,mDd(o)n 'meitron/ noun 
a nursing post which supports the ward sister 
in ensuring that basic care of patients, includ¬ 
ing cleanliness of the ward and infection con¬ 
trol, is carried out to a high standard 
modiolus /mou'diiolos/ noun the central 
stalk in the cochlea 

MODS abbr multiple organ dysfunction syn¬ 
drome 
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MOF abbr 1 . male or female 2. multi-organ 
failure 

Mogadon /'mogadon/ a trade name for ni¬ 
trazepam 

MOH abbr Medical Officer of Health 
moist /moist/ adjective slightly wet or damp 
O The compress should be kept moist. 
moisten /'mois(o)n/ verb to make something 
damp 

moist gangrene /.moist 'gasggriin/ noun a 
condition in which dead tissue decays and 
swells with fluid because of infection and the 
tissues have an unpleasant smell 
moisture /'moistJo/ noun water or other liq¬ 
uid 

moisture content /'moistja .kontent/ 
noun the amount of water or other liquid which 
a substance contains 
mol /moul/ symbol mole noun 2 
molar /'moulo/ adjective 1 . referring to the 
large back teeth 2. referring to the mole, the SI 
unit of amount of a substance ■ noun one of 
the large back teeth, used for grinding food. In 
milk teeth there are eight molars and in perma¬ 
nent teeth there are twelve. See illustration at 
teeth in Supplement 

molarity /mou'keriti/ noun the strength of a 
solution shown as the number of moles of a 
substance per litre of solution 
molasses /mo'lassiz/ noun a dark sweet sub¬ 
stance made of sugar before it has been refined 
mole /moul/ noun 1 . a dark raised spot on the 
skin O She has a large mole on her chin. i> 
melanoma 2. an SI unit of measurement of the 
amount of a substance. Symbol mol 
molecular /mo'lekjulo/ adjective referring to 
a molecule 

molecular biology /mo.lekjub bai'obd 3 i/ 
noun the study of the molecules of living mat¬ 
ter 

molecular weight /mo.lekjulo 'weit/ noun 
the weight of one molecule of a substance 
molecule /'molikjuil/ noun the smallest in¬ 
dependent mass of a substance 
molluscum /mo'lAskom/ noun a soft round 
skin tumour 

molluscum contagiosum /mo.lAskom 
kon.teidsi'ousom/ noun a contagious viral 
skin infection which gives a small soft sore 
molluscum fibrosum /mo.lAskom ,fai 
'brousom/ noun same as neurofibromatosis 
molluscum sebaceum /mo.lAskom si 
'beiJam/ noun a benign skin tumour which 
disappears after a short time 
molybdenum /mD'libdonom/ noun a metal¬ 
lic trace element (note: The chemical symbol is 
Mo.) 

monaural /mDn'oirol/ adjective referring to 
the use of one ear only 

Monckeberg’s arteriosclerosis / 

.mAnkobeogz .aitiiriouskle'rousis/ noun a 


condition of elderly people, where the media 
of the arteries in the legs harden, causing limp¬ 
ing [Described 1903. After Johann Georg 
Monckeberg (1877-1925), German physician 
and pathologist.] 

mongolism /'mDqgoliz(3)m/ noun a former 
name for Down’s syndrome (note: This term is 
regarded as offensive.) 

Monilia /mou'mlio/ noun same as Candida 
moniliasis /moni'laiosis/ noun same as can¬ 
didiasis 

monitor /'monito/ noun a screen on a compu¬ 
ter ■ verb 1 . to check something 2. to examine 
how someone is progressing 
monitoring /'mDmt(o)rig/ noun the regular 
examination and recording of a person’s tem¬ 
perature, weight, blood pressure and other es¬ 
sential indicators 

mono- /monou/ prefix single or one 
monoamine oxidase /.monou.semiin 'okf 
sideiz/ noun an enzyme which breaks down 
the catecholamines to their inactive forms. 
Abbr MAO 

monoamine oxidase inhibitor /.irmnou 
.cemiin .Dksideiz in'hibito/ noun a drug 
which inhibits monoamine oxidase and is used 
to treat depression, e.g. phenelzine. Its use is 
limited, because of the potential for drug and 
dietary interactions and the necessity for slow 
withdrawal. It can also cause high blood pres¬ 
sure. Abbr MAOI. Also called MAO inhibitor 
monoblast /'monoublcest/ noun a cell which 
produces a monocyte 

monochromatism /.monou'kroumo 
tiz(o)m/ noun colour blindness in which all 
colours appear to be black, grey or white. 
Compare dichromatism, trichromatism 
monoclonal /.monou'klounCo)!/ adjective 
referring to cells or products of cells which are 
formed or derived from a single clone 
monoclonal antibody /,mDn9ukbun(3)l 
'aentibDdi/ noun an antibody which can be 
easily made in the laboratory by a single clone 
of cells. It may be useful in the treatment of 
cancer. 

monocular /mD'nokjulo/ adjective referring 
to one eye. Compare binocular 
monocular vision /mo,nokjulo 'vi 3 (o)n/ 
noun the ability to see with one eye only, so 
that the sense of distance is impaired 
monocyte /'irmnousait/ noun a white blood 
cell with a nucleus shaped like a kidney, which 
destroys bacterial cells 

monocytosis /.monousai'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which there is an unusually high 
number of monocytes in the blood. Symptoms 
include sore throat, swelling of the lymph 
nodes and fever. It is probably caused by the 
Epstein-Barr virus. Also called glandular fe¬ 
ver 
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monodactylism /.mDnou'daektilizOjm/ 
noun a congenital condition in which only one 
finger or toe is present on the hand or foot 
monomania /.mDnou'meinio/ noun a state 
of mental disorder in which a person concen¬ 
trates attention on one idea 
mononeuritis /.monounju'raitis/ noun a 
neuritis which affects one nerve 
mononuclear /.mDnou'njuiklio/ adjective 
referring to a cell such as a monocyte which 
has one nucleus 

mononucleosis /.monou.njuikli'ousis/ 
noun same as monocytosis 
monoplegia /,mDnou'pli:d33/ noun the pa¬ 
ralysis of one part of the body only, i.e. one 
muscle or one limb 

monorchism /'mDno:kiz(o)m/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which only one testis is visible 
monosaccharide /.monou'scekraid/ noun a 
simple sugar which cannot be broken down 
any further, such as glucose or fructose 
monosodium glutamate /,mDn9u 
.soudiom 'gluitomeit/ noun a sodium salt of 
glutamic acid, often used to make food taste 
better. [> Chinese restaurant syndrome 
monosomy /'monousoumi/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person has a chromosome 
missing from one or more pairs 
monosynaptic /.monousi'naeptik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a nervous pathway with only 
one synapse 

monovalent /.mDnou'veilont/ adjective 
having a valency of one 
monoxide /mo'nDksaid/» carbon 
monozygotic twins /.niDnouzai.gDtik 
'twinz/ plural noun same as identical twins 
mons /mDnz/ noun a fleshy body part which 
sticks out, especially the one formed by the 
pad of flesh where the pubic bones join (note: 
The plural is montes.) 

mons pubis /,mvmz 'pjuibis/ noun a cush¬ 
ion of fat covering the pubis 
monster /'rnmnsto/ noun a former term for a 
fetus or infant with severe developmental mal¬ 
formations, usually not able to live 
mons veneris /,mxmz vo'nioris/ noun same 
as mons pubis 

Montezuma’s revenge ^mDntizuimoz ri 
'vend 3 / noun a diarrhoea which affects people 
travelling in foreign countries, often due to 
eating unwashed fruit or drinking water which 
has not been boiled ( informal ) 

Montgomery’s glands /mont'gAmoriz 
glasndz/ plural noun sebaceous glands around 
the nipple which become more marked in 
pregnancy [After William Fetherstone Mont¬ 
gomery (1797-1859), Dublin gynaecologist] 
mood /muid/ noun a person’s mental state at 
a particular time O a mood of excitement □ in 
a bad mood feeling angry or irritable □ in a 
good mood feeling happy 


moon face /'mu:n feis/ noun a condition in 
which someone has a round red face, occur¬ 
ring in Cushing’s syndrome and when there 
are too many steroid hormones in the body 
Mooren’s ulcer /'mouronz ,a1so/ noun a 
persistent ulcer of the cornea, found in elderly 
people [After Albert Mooren (1828-99), ophthal¬ 
mologist in Dusseldorf, Germany] 
morbid /'moibid/ adjective 1. showing symp¬ 
toms of being diseased O The X-ray showed a 
morbid condition of the kidneys. 2. referring to 
disease 3. referring to an unhealthy mental fac¬ 
ulty 

morbid anatomy /,mo:bid o'nsetomi/ noun 

same as pathology 

morbidity /moi'biditi/ noun the condition of 
being diseased or sick 

‘...apart from death, coronary heart disease causes 
considerable morbidity in the form of heart attack, 
angina and a number of related diseases’ 
[Health Education Journal ] 

morbidity rate /moi'biditi reit/ noun the 
number of cases of a disease per hundred thou¬ 
sand of population 

morbilli /moi'bili/ noun same as measles 
morbilliform /moi'bilifoim/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a rash which is similar to measles 
morbus /'moibos/ noun disease 
moribund /'moribAnd/ adjective dying ■ 
noun a dying person 

morning /'moinig/ noun the first part of the 
day before 12 o’clock noon 
morning-after feeling /.moimr) 'aifto 
.fiilig/ noun t hangover ( informal) 
morning-after pill /.moinig 'aifto pil/ noun 
a contraceptive pill taken after intercourse. 
Also called next-day pill 
morning sickness / moinir) .siknos/ noun 
nausea and vomiting experienced by women in 
the early stages of pregnancy when they get up 
in the morning 

Moro reflex /'moirou .riifleks/ noun a reflex 
of a newborn baby when it hears a loud noise 
(note: The baby is laid on a table and observed 
to see if it raises its arms when the table is 
struck.) [After Ernst Moro (1874-1951), paedia¬ 
trician in Heidelberg, Germany] 
morphea /moi'fio/ noun a form of scleroder¬ 
ma, a disease where the skin is replaced by 
thick connective tissue 
morphia /'moifio/ same as morphine 
morphine /'moifiin/ noun an analgesic de¬ 
rived from opium that is used to treat severe 
pain and may become addictive with pro¬ 
longed use 

morpho- /moifou/ prefix relating to form, 
shape or structure 

morphoea /moi'fio/ noun same as morphea 
morphology /moi'fDlod 3 i/ noun the study of 
the structure and shape of living organisms 
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-morphous /moifos/ suffix relating to form 

or structure of a particular type 

mortality rate /moi'tseliti reit/ noun the 

number of deaths per year, shown per hundred 

thousand of population 

mortification /.moitifi'keiJXojn/ noun } 

necrosis 

mortis /'moitis/ * rigor 
mortuary /'moitjuori/ noun a room in a hos¬ 
pital where dead bodies are kept until removed 
by an undertaker for burial 
morula /'morula/ noun an early stage in the 
development of an embryo, where the cleav¬ 
age of the ovum creates a mass of cells 
mosquito /mD'skiitau/ noun an insect which 
sucks human blood, some species of which 
can pass viruses or parasites into the blood¬ 
stream 

comment: In northern countries a mosquito 
bite merely produces an itchy spot. In tropical 
countries dengue, filariasis, malaria and yel¬ 
low fever are transmitted by mosquitoes, and 
are major causes of morbidity and mortality. 
Mosquitoes breed in water and they spread 
rapidly in lakes or canals created by dams and 
other irrigation schemes as well as in contain¬ 
ers of water stored for household use. 
mother /'niAdo/ noun a biological or adoptive 
female parent 

mother-fixation /'niAdo fik,seiJ(o)n/ noun 
a condition in which a person’s development 
has been stopped at a stage where he or she re¬ 
mains like a child, dependent on his or her 
mother 

motile /'moutail/ adjective referring to a cell 
or microorganism which can move spontane¬ 
ously O Sperm cells are extremely motile. 
motility /mou'tiliti/ noun 1. (of cells or mi¬ 
crobes) the fact of being able to move about 2. 
(of the gut) the action of peristalsis 
motion /'mouJXojn/ noun 1 . movement 2. 
same as bowel movement 
motionless /'m9uj(9)n(3)l3s/ adjective not 
moving O Catatonic patients can sit motion¬ 
less for hours. 

motion sickness /,mouJ(3)n 'siknos/ noun 
illness and nausea felt when travelling. It is 
caused by the movement of liquid inside the 
labyrinth of the middle ear and is particularly 
noticeable in vehicles which are closed, such 
as planes, coaches or hovercraft, (informal) 
comment: The movement of liquid inside the 
labyrinth of the middle ear causes motion 
sickness, which is particularly noticeable in 
vehicles which are closed, such as planes, 
coaches, hovercraft. 

motor /'mouto/ adjective referring to move¬ 
ment, which produces movement 
motor area /'moutor .eorio/, motor cortex / 
,mout3 'koiteks/ noun the part of the cortex in 
the brain which controls voluntary muscle 
movement by sending impulses to the motor 
nerves 


motor disorder /'mouto dis,o:do/ noun im¬ 
pairment of the nerves or neurons that cause 
muscles to contract to produce movement 
motor end plate ^moutor 'end pleit/ noun 
the end of a motor nerve where it joins muscle 
fibre 

motor nerve /'mouto n3iv/ noun a nerve 
which carries impulses from the brain and spi¬ 
nal cord to muscles and causes movements. 
Also called efferent nerve 
motor neurone /.mouto 'njuoroun/ noun a 
neurone which is part of a nerve pathway 
transmitting impulses from the brain to a mus¬ 
cle or gland 

motor neurone disease /.mouto 
'njuoroun di,zi:z/ noun a disease of the nerve 
cells which control the movement of the mus¬ 
cles. Abbr MND 

comment: Motor neurone disease has three 
forms: progressive muscular atrophy (PMA), 
which affects movements of the hands, lateral 
sclerosis, and bulbar palsy, which affects the 
mouth and throat. 

motor pathway /.mouto 'pa:0wei/ noun a 
series of motor neurones leading from the mo¬ 
tor cortex to a muscle 

mottled /'mDt(o)ld/ adjective with patches of 
different colours 

mountain fever /'mauntin ,fi:vo/ noun 

same as brucellosis 

mountain sickness /'mauntin .siknos/ 
noun same as altitude sickness 
mouth /mauG/ noun an opening at the head of 
the alimentary canal, through which food and 
drink are taken in, and through which a person 
speaks and can breathe O She was sleeping 
with her mouth open, (note: For other terms re¬ 
ferring to the mouth, see oral and words begin¬ 
ning with stomat-, stomato-.) 
mouthful /'mauGful/ noun the amount which 
you can hold in your mouth 
mouth-to-mouth /,mau0 to 'mauG/, mouth- 
to-mouth resuscitation /,mau0 to ,mau0 ri 
,SASi'teiJ(o)n/, mouth-to-mouth ventilation / 
,mau0 to ,mau0 ,venti'leiJ(o)n/ noun same 
as cardiopulmonary resuscitation (informal) 
mouth ulcer /'mau0 ,a1so/ noun a small 
white ulcer that appears in groups in the mouth 
and on the tongue 

mouthwash /'mau0WDj7 noun an antiseptic 
solution used to treat infection in the mouth 
move /mu:v/ verb to change from one place to 
another, or change something from one place 
to another O Try to move your arm. O He found 
he was unable to move. 
movement /'muivmont/ noun 1 . the act of 
changing position or the fact of not being still 
2. same as bowel movement 
moxybustion /,mDksi'bAstJ(9)n/ noun a 
treatment used in the Far East, where dried 
herbs are placed on the skin and set on fire 



252 


MP joint 


MP joint /,em 'pi: ,d33int/ noun same as 
metacarpophalangeal joint 

MPS abbr member of the pharmaceutical soci- 
ety 

MRC abbr Medical Research Council 

MRCGP abbr Member of the Royal College 

of General Practitioners 

MRCP abbr Member of the Royal College of 

Physicians 

MRCS abbr Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons 

MRI abbr magnetic resonance imaging 
‘...during an MRI scan, the patient lies within a 
strong magnetic field as selected sections of his body 
are stimulated with radio frequency waves. Result¬ 
ing energy changes are measured and used by the 
MRI computer to generate images.’ [Nursing 87] 
mRNA abbr messenger RNA 
MRSA abbr methicillin-resistant Staphyloco¬ 
ccus aureus 

MS abbr 1 . mitral stenosis 2. multiple sclerosis 
MSH abbr melanocyte-stimulating hormone 
MSU abbr midstream specimen of urine 
mSv abbr millisievert 

mucin /'mjuisin/ noun a compound of sugars 
and protein which is the main substance in mu¬ 
cus 

muco- /mjuikou/ prefix referring to mucus 
mucocele /'mjuikousiil/ noun a cavity con¬ 
taining an accumulation of mucus 
mucociliary transport /.mjuikou.siliori 
'transport/ noun the process in which the cil¬ 
ia, the microscopic structures within the nose, 
move mucus towards the oesophagus, cleans¬ 
ing the nose of dust and bacteria 
mucocoele /'mjuikousiil/ noun 1. a condi¬ 
tion in which a cavity or organ becomes swol¬ 
len because there is too much mucus in it 2. the 
swelling produced by this condition 
mucocutaneous /.mjuikoukju: 'teinios/ 
adjective referring to both mucous membrane 
and the skin 

mucocutaneous leishmaniasis /.mjuikou 
kjui.teinios .liijmo'naiosis/ noun a disorder 
affecting the skin and mucous membrane 
mucoid /'mjuikoid/ adjective similar to mu¬ 
cus 

mucolytic /.mjuikou'litik/ noun a substance 
which dissolves mucus 

mucomembranous colitis /.mjuikou 
.membronos ko'laitis/ noun same as mucous 
colitis 

mucoprotein /.mjuikou'proutiin/ noun a 
form of protein found in blood plasma 
mucopurulent /.mjuikou'pjuorulont/ adjec¬ 
tive consisting of a mixture of mucus and pus 
mucopus /.mjuikou'pAS/ noun a mixture of 
mucus and pus 

mucormycosis /.mjuikoimai'kousis/ noun 
a disease of the ear and throat caused by the 
fungus Mucor 


mucosa /mjui'kouzo/ noun same as mucous 
membrane (note: The plural is mucosae.) 
mucosal /mju:'k9uz(9)l/ adjective referring 
to a mucous membrane 
mucous /'mjuikos/ adjective referring to 
mucus, covered in mucus 
mucous cell /'mjuikos sel/ noun a cell 
which contains mucinogen which secretes mu¬ 
cin 

mucous colic /.mjurkos 'kDlik/ noun an in¬ 
flammation of the colon, with painful spasms 
in the muscles of the walls of the colon 
mucous colitis /.mjuikos ko'laitis/ noun 
an inflammation of the mucous membrane in 
the intestine, in which the person experiences 
pain caused by spasms in the muscles of the 
walls of the colon, accompanied by constipa¬ 
tion or diarrhoea or alternating attacks of both. 
Also called irritable bowel syndrome 
mucous membrane /.mjuikos 'memi 
brein/ noun a wet membrane which lines in¬ 
ternal passages in the body, e.g. the nose, 
mouth, stomach and throat, and secretes mu¬ 
cus. Also called mucosa 
mucous plug /'mjuikos pUg/ noun a plug 
of mucus which blocks the cervical canal dur¬ 
ing pregnancy 

mucoviscidosis /.mjuikouvisi'dousis/ 
noun same as cystic fibrosis 
mucus /'mjuikos/ noun a slippery liquid se¬ 
creted by mucous membranes inside the body, 
which protects those membranes (note: For 
other terms referring to mucus, see words begin¬ 
ning with blenno-.) 

muddled /'mAd(o)ld/ adjective referring to 
someone whose thought processes are con¬ 
fused 

Mullerian duct /mA.Iiorion 'dAkt/ noun 
same as paramesonephric duct [Described 
1825. After Johannes Peter Muller (1801-58), 
Professor of Anatomy at Bonn, later Professor of 
Anatomy and Physiology at Berlin, Germany.] 
multi- /mAlti/ prefix many 
multicentric /.mAlti'sentrik/ adjective in 
several centres 

multicentric trial /.mAltisentrik 'traiol/, 
multicentric testing /.mAltisentrik 'testig/ 
noun trials carried out in several centres at the 
same time 

multidisciplinary /.mAlti'disiplinori/ ad¬ 
jective using or involving several specialised 
subjects or skills O a multidisciplinary team 
multifactorial /.mAltifask'toiriol/ adjective 
1. involving several different factors or ele¬ 
ments 2. referring to inheritance which de¬ 
pends on more than one gene. Height and 
weight are examples of characteristics deter¬ 
mined by multifactorial inheritance, 
multifocal lens/ l mAlti l fouk(9)l Tenz /noun 
a lens in spectacles whose focus changes from 
top to bottom so that the person wearing the 
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spectacles can see objects clearly at different 
distances 

multiforme /'mAltifoim/ » erythema multi¬ 
forme 

multigravida ^mAlti'grasvido/ noun a preg¬ 
nant woman who has been pregnant two or 
more times before 

multi-infarct dementia /.mAlti 'infaikt di 
, men Jo/ noun dementia caused by a number of 
small strokes, when the dementia is not pro¬ 
gressive as in Alzheimer’s disease but increas¬ 
es in steps as new strokes occur 
multilocular /.mAlti'lokjulo/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a body part or growth which has a lot of 
separate compartments or locules 
multinucleated /.mAlti'njuiklieitid/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a cell with several nuclei, such 
as a megakaryocyte 

multi-organ failure /.mAlti 'oigon .feiljo/ 
noun an extremely serious condition in which 
several of the body’s organs stop functioning 
at the same time. The person may survive, de¬ 
pending on how many organs fail and the 
length of time that the failure lasts. Abbr MOF 
multipara /mAl'tiporo/ noun a woman who 
has given birth to two or more live children 
multiple /'mAltip(3)l/ adjective occurring 
several times or in several places 
multiple birth /,mAltip(o)l 'b3:0/ noun a 
birth where more than one child is bom at the 
same time 

multiple fracture /,mAltipO)l 'frasktjo/ 
noun a condition in which a bone is broken in 
several places 

multiple myeloma /,mAltip(o)l ,maio 
'loumo/ noun a malignant tumour in bone mar¬ 
row, most often affecting flat bones 
multiple organ dysfunction syndrome / 
,mAltip(9)l ,o:gon dis'fApkJXojn ,sin 
droum/ noun a state of continuous disturbanc¬ 
es and abnormalities in organ systems, rather 
than true failure, e.g. following trauma and 
sepsis. It is often fatal. Abbr MODS 
multiple pregnancy /,mAltip(9)l 'pregnonsi/ 
noun a pregnancy where the mother is going to 
give birth to more than one child 
multiple sclerosis /,mAltipO)l skb 
'rousis/ noun a nervous disease which gets 
progressively worse, where patches of the fi¬ 
bres of the central nervous system lose their 
myelin, causing numbness in the limbs and 
progressive weakness and paralysis. Abbr MS. 
Also called disseminated sclerosis. C> arterio¬ 
sclerosis, atherosclerosis 
multipolar neurone /mAlti.poub 
'njuoroun/ noun a neurone with several proc¬ 
esses. See illustration at neurone in Supple¬ 
ment. Compare bipolar neurone, unipolar 
neurone 

multiresistant /.mAltiri'zistont/ adjective 
resistant to several types of antibiotic 


multivitamin /'mAlti,vitamin/ noun a prep¬ 
aration containing several vitamins and some¬ 
times minerals, used as a dietary supplement ■ 
adjective referring to a preparation containing 
several vitamins, and sometimes minerals O 
multivitamin pills O multivitamin supplement 
mumps /mAmps/ noun an infectious disease 
of children, with fever and swellings in the sal¬ 
ivary glands, caused by a paramyxovirus O He 
caught mumps from the children next door. 
Also called infectious parotitis (note: Takes a 
singular or a plural verb.) 
comment: Mumps is a relatively mild disease 
in children. In adult males it can have serious 
complications and cause inflammation of the 
testicles (mumps orchitis). 

Munchausen’s syndrome /'mAnt 
Jauz(a)nz .sindraum/ noun a mental disorder 
in which someone tries to get hospital treat¬ 
ment by claiming symptoms of an illness 
which he or she does not have. Many people 
will undergo very painful procedures which 
they do not need. [Described by Richard Asher 
in 1951, and named after Baron von Munch- 
hausen, a 16th century traveller and inveterate 
liar] 

Munchausen’s syndrome by proxy / 

,mAntJauz(a)nz .sindraum bai 'proksi/ 
noun a mental disorder in which someone tries 
to get hospital treatment for someone else such 
as their child or an elderly relative. It is regard¬ 
ed as a form of child abuse, as the person may 
cause a child to be ill in order to receive atten¬ 
tion. 

mural thrombus /.mjuaral 'Orombas/ noun 
a thrombus which forms on the wall of a vein 
or artery 

murder /'m3ida/ noun the crime of killing 
someone intentionally ■ verb to kill someone 
intentionally 

murmur /'m3im9/ noun a sound, usually the 
sound of the heart, heard through a stetho¬ 
scope 

Murphy’s sign /'irmifiz sain/ noun a sign of 
an inflamed gall bladder, where the person will 
experience pain if the abdomen is pressed 
while he or she inhales [Described 1912. After 
John Benjamin Murphy (1857-1916), US sur¬ 
geon.] 

muscae volitantes /.mAskai ,vd1i 
'tasnteiz/ plural noun pieces of cellular or 
blood debris present in the vitreous of the eye, 
common in old age but, if a sudden event, can 
be a symptom of retinal haemorrhage. Also 
called floaters 

muscarine /'niAskariin/ noun a poison 
found in fungi 

muscarinic /.mAska'rinik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a neurone or receptor stimulated by 
acetylcholine and muscarine 
muscle /'mAs(a)l/ noun 1. an organ in the 
body, which contracts to make part of the body 
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move O If you do a lot of exercises you develop 
strong muscles. O The muscles in his legs were 
still weak after he had spent two months in 
bed. O She had muscle cramp after going into 
the cold water. See illustration at eye in Sup¬ 
plement 2. same as muscle tissue 
comment: There are two types of muscle: vol¬ 
untary (striated) muscles, which are attached 
to bones and move parts of the body when 
made to do so by the brain, and involuntary 
(smooth) muscles which move essential or¬ 
gans such as the intestines and bladder auto¬ 
matically. The heart muscle also works auto¬ 
matically. 

muscle coat /'mAs(o)l kout/ noun one of 
two layers of muscle forming part of the lining 
of the intestine 

muscle fatigue /'mAs(o)l fo.tiig/, muscular 
fatigue /.mAskjub fo'tiig/ noun tiredness in 
the muscles after strenuous exercise 
muscle fibre /'mAs(o)l ,faibo/ noun a com¬ 
ponent fibre of muscles (note: There are two 
types of fibre which form striated and smooth 
muscles.) 

muscle relaxant /'mAs(o)l ri.keksont/ 
noun a drug which reduces contractions in the 
muscles, e.g. baclofen 

muscle spasm /'mAs(9)l ,sp2ez(9)m/ noun 
a sudden contraction of a muscle 
muscle spindle /'niAs(9)l ,spind(3)l/ noun 
one of the sensory receptors which lie along 
striated muscle fibres 

muscle tissue /'mAs(o)l ,tiju:/, muscular 
tissue /.mAskjub 'tiju:/ noun the specialised 
type of tissue which forms the muscles and 
which can contract and expand 
muscle wasting /'niAs(3)l .weistig/ noun a 
condition in which the muscles lose weight 
and become thin 

muscular /'mAskjub/ adjective referring to 
muscle 

muscular branch /'mAskjub braintj/ 
noun a branch of a nerve to a muscle carrying 
efferent impulses to produce contraction 
muscular defence /.mAskjub di'fens/ 
noun a rigidity of muscles associated with in¬ 
flammation such as peritonitis 
muscular disorder /'mAskjub dis.oido/ 
noun a disorder which affects the muscles, e.g. 
cramp or strain 

muscular dystrophy /,mAskjub 'distrofi/ 
noun a type of muscle disease where some 
muscles become weak and are replaced with 
fatty tissue. i> Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
muscular fatigue /.mAskjub fo'tiig/ noun 
same as muscle fatigue 
muscularis /.mAskjuTeoris/ noun muscular 
layer of an internal organ 
muscular relaxant /.mAskjub ri'lasksont/ 
noun a drug which relaxes the muscles 
muscular rheumatism /.mAskjub 'ruimo 
,tiz(9)m/ noun a disease giving pains in the 


back or neck, usually caused by fibrositis or in¬ 
flammation of the muscles 
muscular system /'mAskjub .sistom/ 
noun the muscles in the body, usually applied 
only to striated muscles 
muscular tissue /.mAskjub 'tiju:/ noun 
same as muscle tissue 

musculo- /mAskjubu/ prefix relating to or 
affecting muscle 

musculocutaneous /.mAskjubukju: 
'teinbs/ adjective referring to muscle and 
skin 

musculocutaneous nerve /.mAskjubu 
kju: .teinbs 'n3i v/ noun a nerve in the brachi¬ 
al plexus which supplies the muscles in the 
arm 

musculoskeletal /.mAskjubu'skelitb)!/ 
adjective referring to muscles and bone 
musculotendinous /.mAskjubu'tendinos/ 
adjective referring to both muscular and tendi¬ 
nous tissue 

mutant /'mju:t(o)nt/ adjective in which mu¬ 
tation has occurred ■ noun an organism carry¬ 
ing a mutant gene 

mutant gene /,mju:t(o)nt 'd 3 i:n/ noun a 
gene which has undergone mutation 
mutate /mjui'teit/ verb to undergo a genetic 
change O Bacteria can mutate suddenly, and 
become increasingly able to infect. 
mutation /mju:'teiJ(o)n/ noun a change in 
DNA which changes the physiological effect 
of the DNA on the cell 
comment: A mutation in the gene for amyloid 
precursor protein (APP) in some families 
causes early-onset Alzheimer’s disease, 
when unusual deposits of beta amyloid are 
formed and dementia occurs, 
mute /mjuit/ adjective 1 . unwilling or unable 
to speak 2. felt or expressed without speech ■ 
noun somebody who is unable or unwilling to 
speak (note: This term is sometimes considered 
offensive.) 

mutism /'mju:tiz(o)m/ noun the condition of 
being unable to speak. Also called dumbness 
my- /mai/ prefix same as myo- (used before 
vowels) 

myalgia /mai'£eld39/ noun a muscle pain 
myalgic encephalomyelitis /mai,£eld 3 ik 
en^efobumaio'laitis/ noun a long-term 
condition affecting the nervous system, in 
which someone feels tired and depressed and 
has pain and weakness in the muscles. Abbr 
ME. Also called chronic fatigue syndrome, 
postviral fatigue syndrome 
myasthenia /.maios'Biinb/, myasthenia 
gravis /.maios.Oiinb 'graivis/ noun a general 
weakness and dysfunction of the muscles, 
caused by poor conduction at the motor end 
plates 

myc- /maik, mais/ prefix same as myco- 
(used before vowels) 
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mycelium /mai'siilbm/ noun a mass of 
threads which forms the main part of a fungus 
mycetoma /.maisi'tsums/ noun same as 

maduromycosis 

myco- /maiksu/ prefix referring to fungus 
Mycobacterium ^maiksubsek'tisrbm/ 
noun one of a group of bacteria including those 
which cause leprosy and tuberculosis 
mycology /mai'kDbd 3 i/ noun the study of 
fungi 

Mycoplasma /'maiks^plaszms/ noun a 
type of microorganism, similar to a bacterium, 
associated with diseases such as pneumonia 
and urethritis 

mycosis /mai'ksusis/ noun any disease 
caused by a fungus, e.g. athlete’s foot 

mycosis fungoides /mai.ksusis fAr) 
'goidiz/ noun a form of skin cancer, with irri¬ 
tating nodules 

mydriasis /mai'draissis/ noun an enlarge¬ 
ment of the pupil of the eye 
mydriatic /.midri'setik/ noun a drug which 
makes the pupil of the eye become larger 
myectomy /mai'ektsmi/ noun the surgical 
removal of part or all of a muscle 
myel- /maisl/ prefix same as myelo- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

myelin /'maislin/ noun the substance of the 
cell membrane of Schwann cells that coils into 
a protective covering around nerve fibres 
called a myelin sheath 

myelinated /'maislineitid/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to nerve fibre covered by a myelin sheath 
myelination /.maisli'neiJXajn/ noun the 
process by which a myelin sheath forms 
around nerve fibres 

myelin sheath /'maislin Ji:0/ noun a layer 
of myelin that insulates some nerve cells and 
speeds the conduction of nerve impulses. See 
illustration at neurone in Supplement 
myelitis /.mais'laitis/ noun 1 . inflammation 
of the spinal cord 2. an inflammation of bone 
marrow 

myelo- /maisbu/ prefix 1 . referring to bone 
marrow 2. referring to the spinal cord 
myeloblast /'maisbblcest/ noun a precursor 
of a granulocyte 

myelocele /'maisbsiil/ noun same as 

meningomyelocele 

myelocyte /'maisbsait/ noun a cell in bone 
marrow which develops into a granulocyte 
myelofibrosis /maislsfai'brsusis/ noun fi¬ 
brosis of bone marrow, associated with anae¬ 
mia 

myelogram /'maisbgrasm/ noun a record of 
the spinal cord taken by myelography 
myelography /.mais'lDgrsfi/ noun an X-ray 
examination of the spinal cord and subarach¬ 
noid space after a radio-opaque substance has 
been injected 


myoclonic epilepsy 

myeloid /'maidoid/ adjective 1 . referring to 
bone marrow, or produced by bone marrow 2. 
referring to the spinal cord 
myeloid leukaemia /.maisbid lui'kiimb/ 
noun an acute form of leukaemia in adults 
myeloid tissue /'maisbid ,tiju:/ noun red 
bone marrow 

myeloma /.mais'bums/ noun a malignant 
tumour in bone marrow, at the ends of long 
bones or in the jaw 

myelomalacia /.maisbums'leijb/ noun 
softening of tissue in the spinal cord 
myelomatosis /.maisbums'tsusis/ noun a 
disease where malignant tumours infiltrate the 
bone marrow 

myelomeningocele /.maisbums'mggsu 
si:l/ noun same as meningomyelocele 

myelopathy /.mais'lopsGi/ noun any disor¬ 
der of the spinal cord or bone marrow 
myelosuppression /.maisbuss'preJXsjn/ 
noun a condition in which the bone marrow 
does not produce enough blood cells, often oc¬ 
curring after chemotherapy 
myenteron /mai'entsron/ noun a layer of 
muscles in the small intestine, which produces 
peristalsis 

myiasis /'maissis/ noun an infestation by lar¬ 
vae of flies 

mylohyoid /, mails'haioid/ noun, adjective 
referring to the molar teeth in the lower jaw 
and the hyoid bone 

mylohyoid line /.mails'haisid ,1am/ noun a 
line running along the outside of the lower 
jawbone, dividing the upper part of the bone 
which forms part of the mouth from the lower 
part which is part of the neck 
myo- /maisu/ prefix referring to muscle 
myoblast /'maisblsest/ noun an embryonic 
cell which develops into muscle 
myobIastic /,maiso 1 bluest ik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to myoblast 

myocardial /.maisu'kaidisl/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the myocardium 
myocardial infarction /.maisu.kcndisl in 
'faikjsn/ noun the death of part of the heart 
muscle after coronary thrombosis. Abbr Ml 
myocarditis /.maisukai'daitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the heart muscle 
myocardium /.maisu'kaidism/ noun the 
middle layer of the wall of the heart, formed of 
heart muscle. See illustration at heart in Sup¬ 
plement 

myocele /'maissiil/ noun a condition in 
which a muscle pushes through a gap in the 
surrounding membrane 
myoclonic /.maisu'kbmk/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to myoclonus 

myoclonic epilepsy /.maisukkmik 'epi 
lepsi/ noun a form of epilepsy where the limbs 
jerk frequently 



myoclonus 


256 


myoclonus /mai'Dklonos/ noun a muscle 
spasm which makes a limb give an involuntary 
jerk 

myocyte /'maiousait/ noun a muscle cell 
myodynia /.maiau'dinio/ noun a pain in the 
muscles 

myofibril /.maiou'faibril/ noun a long thread 
of striated muscle fibre 
myofibrosis /.maioufai'brousis/ noun a 
condition in which muscle tissue is replaced 
by fibrous tissue 

myogenic ^maiou'dsemk/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to movement which comes from an invol¬ 
untary muscle 

myoglobin /.maiou'gloubin/ noun a muscle 
haemoglobin, which takes oxygen from blood 
and passes it to the muscle 
myoglobinuria /.maiou.gbubi'njuorio/ 
noun the presence of myoglobin in the urine 
myogram /'maiougrasm/ noun a record 
showing how a muscle is functioning 
myograph /'maiougraif/ noun an instrument 
which records the degree and strength of a 
muscle contraction 

myography /mai'ogrofi/ noun the process of 
recording the degree and strength of a muscle 
contraction with a myograph 
myokymia /.maiau'kimia/ noun twitching of 
a particular muscle 

myology /mai'olodsi/ noun the study of mus¬ 
cles and associated structures and diseases 
myoma /mai'oumo/ noun a benign tumour in 
a smooth muscle 

myomectomy /.maiou'mektomi/ noun 1. 
the surgical removal of a benign growth from 
a muscle, especially removal of a fibroid from 
the uterus 2. same as myectomy 
myometritis /.maioumo'traitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the myometrium. Also called 
metritis 

myometrium /.maiou'miitriom/ noun the 
muscular tissue in the uterus 
myoneural /.maiou'njuorol/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to or involving both the muscles and the 
nerves 

myoneural junction /,mai9unju3r(3)l 
'd3Ar)kJ(3)n/ noun same as neuromuscular 
junction 

myopathy /mai'opoGi/ noun a disease of a 
muscle, especially one in which the muscle 
wastes away 

myopia /mai'oupio/ noun a condition in 
which someone can see clearly objects which 
are close, but not ones which are further away. 
Also called shortsightedness. Opposite long¬ 
sightedness 

myopic /mai'opik/ adjective able to see close 
objects clearly, but not objects which are fur¬ 
ther away. Also called shortsighted 
myoplasm /'maiouplcez(3)m/ noun same as 

sarcoplasm 


myoplasty /'maiouplassti/ noun a form of 
plastic surgery to repair a muscle 
myosarcoma /.maiousafkoumo/ noun 1 . a 
malignant tumour containing unstriated mus¬ 
cle 2. combined myoma and sarcoma 
myosis /mai'ousis/ noun another spelling of 
miosis 1 

myositis ^maiou'saitis/ noun inflammation 
and degeneration of a muscle 
myotatic /.maiou'tgetik/ adjective referring 
to the sense of touch in a muscle 
myotatic reflex /.maioutastik 'riifleks/ 
noun a reflex action in a muscle which con¬ 
tracts after being stretched 
myotic /mai'Dtik/ noun a drug which causes 
the pupil of the eye to contract 
myotomy /mai'Dtomi/ noun a surgical oper¬ 
ation to cut a muscle 

myotonia /.maiou'tounio/ noun difficulty in 
relaxing a muscle after exercise 
myotonic /.maiou'tonik/ adjective referring 
to tone in a muscle 

myotonic dystrophy /.maioutDmk 'distrofi/ 
noun a hereditary disease with muscle stiffness 
leading to atrophy of the muscles of the face 
and neck 

myotonus /mai'otonos/ noun a muscle tone 
myringa /mi'rirjgo/ noun same as eardrum 
myringitis /.mirin'dsaitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the eardrum 

myringoplasty /mi'rirjgouplaesti/ noun the 
surgical repair of a perforated eardrum. Also 
called tympanoplasty 

myringotome /mf rir) gout sum/ noun a 
sharp knife used in myringotomy 
myringotomy /.mirirj'gDtomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make an opening in the ear¬ 
drum to allow fluid to escape 
myx- /miks/, myxo- /miksou/ prefix referring 
to mucus 

myxoedema ^mikso'diimo/ noun a condi¬ 
tion caused when the thyroid gland does not 
produce enough thyroid hormone. The person, 
often a middle-aged woman, becomes over¬ 
weight, moves slowly and develops coarse 
skin. It can be treated with thyroxine, (note: 
The US spelling is myxedema.) 
myxoedematous /.mikso'demotos/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to myxoedema 
myxoid cyst /.miksoid 'sist/ noun a cyst 
which develops at the base of a fingernail or 
toenail 

myxoma /mik'soumo/ noun a benign tumour 
of mucous tissue, usually found in subcutane¬ 
ous tissue of the limbs and neck 
myxosarcoma ^miksousai'koumo/ noun a 
malignant tumour of mucous tissue 
myxovirus ^miksou'vairos/ noun any virus 
which has an affinity for the mucoprotein re¬ 
ceptors in red blood cells. One of these viruses 
causes influenza. 



n symbol nano- 

nabothian cyst /no^ouOion 'sist/, naboth¬ 
ian follicle /no^ouGion 'fDlik(o)l/, nabothian 
gland /no^ouBion 'glsend/ noun a cyst which 
forms in the cervix of the uterus when the 
ducts in the cervical glands are blocked 
Naegele rule /'neigota ru:l/ noun a method 
used to determine when a pregnant woman is 
likely to go into labour, in which nine months 
and seven days are added to the date on which 
her last period started. If the woman does not 
have a 28-day menstrual cycle, an adjustment 
is made: e.g., if she has a 26-day cycle you 
would subtract 2 days from the Naegele’s esti¬ 
mated due date. 

naevus /'niivos/ noun same as birthmark 
(note: The plural is naevi.) 

Naga sore /'naigo so:/ noun same as tropical 
ulcer 

nagging pain /.naegig 'pern/ noun a dull, 
continuous throbbing pain 
NAI abbr non-accidental injury 
nail /neil/ noun a hard growth, made of kera¬ 
tin, which forms on the top surface at the end 
of each finger and toe. Also called unguis 
(note: For terms referring to nail, see words be¬ 
ginning with onych-, onycho-.) 
nail avulsion /'neil o,vAlJon/ noun the act of 
pulling away an ingrowing toenail 
nail bed /'neil bed/ noun the part of the finger 
which is just under the nail and on which the 
nail rests 

nail biting /'neil .baitig/ noun the obsessive 
chewing of the fingernails, usually a sign of 
stress 

nail matrix /neil 'meitriks/ noun the internal 
structure of the nail, the part of the finger from 
which the nail grows 

naloxone /no'lDksoun/ noun a drug resem¬ 
bling morphine, used in the diagnosis of nar¬ 
cotics addiction and to reverse the effects of 
narcotics poisoning 

named nurse /.neimd 'n3is/ noun a nurse, 
midwife or health visitor who is responsible 
for communicating with a particular person 
and ensuring that his or her needs for care and 
information are met 


nandrolone /'naendroloun/ noun an anabolic 
steroid which builds muscle. Its use is banned 
by the International Amateur Athletics Feder¬ 
ation. 

nano- /naenou/ prefix one thousand millionth 
(10~ 9 ). Symbol n 

nanometre /'naenoumito/ noun a unit of 
measurement of length equal to one thousand 
millionth of a metre. Symbol nm 
nanomole /'naenoumoul/ noun a unit of 
measurement of the amount of a substance 
equal to one thousand millionth of a mole. 
Symbol nmol 

nanosecond /'naenou.sekond/ noun a unit 
of measurement of time equal to one thousand 
millionth of a second. Symbol ns 
nape /neip/ noun the back of the neck. Also 
called nucha 

napkin /'naepkin/ noun a soft cloth, used for 
wiping or absorbing 

nappy /'naepi/ noun a cloth used to wrap 
round a baby’s bottom and groin, to keep 
clothing clean and dry (note: The US term is 

diaper.) 

nappy rash /'naepi raeJV noun sore red skin 
on a baby’s buttocks and groin, caused by long 
contact with ammonia in a wet nappy (note: 
The US term is diaper rash.) 
naproxen /nae'proksen/ noun a drug which 
reduces inflammation and pain, used in the 
treatment of arthritis 

narcissism /'na:sisiz(o)m/ noun in psychia¬ 
try, a personality disorder in which someone 
has a very confident opinion about their own 
appearance and abilities, and a great need to be 
admired by other people. It sometimes in¬ 
volves sexual interest in their own body, 
narco- /naikou/ prefix referring to sleep or 
stupor 

narcoanalysis ^naikouo'naelosis/ noun the 
use of narcotics to induce a comatose state in 
someone about to undergo psychoanalysis 
which may be emotionally disturbing 
narcolepsy /'naikolepsi/ noun a condition 
in which someone has an uncontrollable ten¬ 
dency to fall asleep at any time 
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narcoleptic /.naiko'leptik/ adjective 1. 
causing narcolepsy 2. having narcolepsy ■ 
noun 1. a substance which causes narcolepsy 2. 
someone who has narcolepsy 
narcosis /nai'kousis/ noun a state of low¬ 
ered consciousness induced by a drug 
narcotic /nai'kDtik/ noun a pain-relieving 
drug which makes someone sleep or become 
unconscious O The doctor put her to sleep with 
a powerful narcotic. ■ adjective causing sleep 
or unconsciousness O the narcotic side-effects 
of an antihistamine 

comment: Although narcotics are used medic¬ 
inally as painkillers, they are highly addictive. 
The main narcotics are barbiturates, cocaine 
and opium, and drugs derived from opium, 
such as morphine, codeine and heroin. Addic¬ 
tive narcotics are widely used for the relief of 
pain in terminally ill patients, 
nares /'neoriiz/ plural noun the nostrils (note: 
The singular is naris.) 

narrow /'nserou/ adjective not wide O The 
blood vessel is a narrow channel which takes 
blood to the tissues. O The surgeon inserted a 
narrow tube into the vein. ■ verb to make 
something narrow, or become narrow O The 
bronchial tubes are narrowed causing asthma. 
nasal /'neiz(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
nose 

nasal apertures /,neiz(o)l 'sepotjos/ plural 
noun the two openings shaped like funnels 
leading from the nasal cavity to the pharynx. [) 

choana 

nasal bone /'neiz(o)l boon/ noun one of two 
small bones which form the bridge at the top of 
the nose 

nasal cartilage /'neiz(o)l ,ka:t9lid3/ noun 
one of two cartilages in the nose. The upper is 
attached to the nasal bone and the front of the 
maxilla. The lower is thinner and curls round 
each nostril to the septum, 
nasal cavity /,neiz(o)l 'kseviti/ noun the 
cavity behind the nose between the cribriform 
plates above and the hard palate below, divided 
in two by the nasal septum and leading to the 
nasopharynx 

nasal conchae /,neiz(o)l 'kDgki:/ plural 
noun the three ridges of bone, called the supe¬ 
rior, middle and inferior conchae, which 
project into the nasal cavity from the side 
walls. Also called turbinate bones 
nasal congestion /,neiz(o)l kon'd3estJ(9)n/ 
noun the blocking of the nose by inflammation 
as a response to a cold or other infection 
nasal drops /'neiz(o)l drops/ plural noun 
drops of liquid inserted into the nose 
nasal septum /,neiz(o)l 'septom/ noun a 
wall of cartilage between the two nostrils and 
the two parts of the nasal cavity 
nasal spray /'neiz(9)l sprei/ noun a spray of 
liquid into the nose 


nascent /'n£es(o)nt, 'neis(o)nt/ adjective 1. 
in the process of coming into existence and 
starting to develop 2. referring to a substance, 
especially hydrogen, in the process of being 
created. At this stage it is often in a highly ac¬ 
tive form. 

Naseptin /nse'septin/ a trade name for a 
mixture containing chlorhexidine and neomy¬ 
cin, used to treat nasal infection by organisms 
such as staphylococci 

nasion /'neizion/ noun the place at which the 
bridge of the nose meets the forehead 
naso- /neizou/ prefix referring to the nose 
nasogastric /.neizou'gsestrik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the nose and stomach 
nasogastrically /.neizou'gcestrikli/ adverb 
referring to a method of feeding someone via a 
tube passed through the nose into the stomach 
‘...all patients requiring nutrition are fed enterally, 
whether nasogastrically or directly into the small in¬ 
testine’ [British Journal of Nursing] 

nasogastric tube /.neizo^gasstrik 'tjuib/ 
noun a tube passed through the nose into the 
stomach 

nasolacrimal /.neizouTaekrimCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the nose and the tear glands 
nasolacrimal duct /.neizou.kekrimCo)! 
'dAkt/ noun a duct which drains tears from the 
lacrimal sac into the nose 
nasopharyngeal /.neizou.faerin'dsiiol/ 
adjective referring to the nasopharynx 
nasopharyngitis /.neizou.fasrin'dsaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the mucous membrane 
of the nasal part of the pharynx 
nasopharynx /.neizou'fgerigks/ noun the 
top part of the pharynx which connects with 
the nose 

nasosinusitis /.neizou.saino'saitis/ noun a 
condition in which the nose and sinuses swell 
up 

nasty /'ncusti/ adjective unpleasant O This 
medicine has a nasty taste. O This new drug 
has some nasty side-effects, (note: nastier - 
nastiest) 

nates /'neitiiz/ noun same as buttock 
National Boards /.naeJXojnol 'boirdz/ plural 
noun the National Boards for Nursing, Mid¬ 
wifery, and Health Visiting, which were for¬ 
merly responsible for the education of profes¬ 
sionals in these fields in England, Wales, Scot¬ 
land and Northern Ireland 
National Council for Vocational Qualifi¬ 
cations /.naeJXojnol ,kauns(o)l fo vou 
.keilYojnol .kwDlifi'keilYojnz/ noun full 
form of NCVQ 

National Health Service /.naeJXojnol hel0 
,S3: vis/ noun a government service in the UK 
which provides medical services free of charge 
at the point of delivery, or at reduced cost, to 
the whole population. The service is paid for 
out of tax revenue. Abbr NHS □ on the NHS 
paid for by the NHS O He had his operation on 
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the NHS. O She went to see a specialist on the 
NHS. Compare privately 
‘...figures reveal that 5% more employees in the 
professional and technical category were working in 
the NHS compared with three years before’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

National Institute for Clinical Excel¬ 
lence /,naej(9)n(9)l ,institju:t fa ,klinik(9)l 
'eksalans/ noun an organisation in the UK 
which produces recommendations for treat¬ 
ments based on clinical evidence and cost-ef¬ 
fectiveness. Abbr NICE 
National Insurance /,naej(a)nal in 
'Juarans/ noun a weekly payment from a per¬ 
son’s wages, with a supplement from the em¬ 
ployer, which pays for state assistance and 
medical treatment, in the UK 
natriuretic /.neitriju'retik/ noun something 
which helps sodium to be excreted in the urine 
natural / l nsetJ'(a)ral/ adjective 1 . usual or ex¬ 
pected in particular conditions O It’s natural 
for people to be anxious before an operation. 
2. referring to something which comes from 
nature and is not made by humans O natural 
products 3. relaxed and not consciously 
changed O His behaviour seemed quite natu¬ 
ral. 

natural childbirth /.naetJOjrol 'tjaildb3i0/ 
noun childbirth where the mother is not given 
any pain-killing drugs or anaesthetic but is en¬ 
couraged to give birth after having prepared 
herself through relaxation and breathing exer¬ 
cises and a new psychological outlook 
natural immunity /,naetJO)rol I'mjuiniti/ 
noun the immunity from disease which a new¬ 
born baby has from birth and which is inherit¬ 
ed or acquired in the uterus or from the moth¬ 
er’s milk 

natural killer cell /.nastJOjrol 'kilo sel/ 
noun a white blood cell which can recognise 
microorganisms and tumour cells as foreign 
without any previous exposure to them, and 
destroy them 

natural mother /.naetJXojrol 'mAdo/, natu¬ 
ral parent /.nsetJXojrol 'peoront/ noun same 
as birth mother, birth parent 
nature /'neitJ n o/ noun 1 . the essential quality 
of something 2. kind or sort 3. the genetic 
make-up which affects personality, behaviour 
or risk of disease. [) nurture 4. plants and ani¬ 
mals 

nature nurture debate /,neitJo 'n3:tJo di 
,beit/ noun the arguments put forward about 
whether human beings behave in the way they 
do because of their genetic make-up and in¬ 
stincts or because of the way they are educated 
and the influences they are exposed to when 
they are young 

naturopathy / ( neit Jo'ropoBi/ noun a method 
of treatment of diseases and disorders which 
does not use medical or surgical means, but 


natural forces such as light, heat, massage, eat¬ 
ing natural foods and using herbal remedies 
nausea /'noizio/ noun a feeling that you want 
to vomit O She suffered from nausea in the 
morning. O He felt slight nausea after getting 
onto the boat. 

comment: Nausea can be caused by eating 
habits, such as eating too much rich food or 
drinking too much alcohol. It can also be 
caused by sensations such as unpleasant 
smells or motion sickness. Other causes in¬ 
clude stomach disorders, such as gastritis, ul¬ 
cers and liver infections. Nausea is commonly 
experienced by women in the early stages of 
pregnancy, and is called morning sickness, 
nauseated /'noizieitid/ adjective feeling as 
if you are about to vomit O The casualty may 
feel nauseated, (note: The US term is nau¬ 
seous.) 

nauseous /'noizios/ adjective having the 
feeling in the stomach that precedes the urge to 
vomit 

navel /'neiv(o)l/ noun the scar with a depres¬ 
sion in the middle of the abdomen where the 
umbilical cord was detached after birth. Also 
called umbilicus (note: For other terms refer¬ 
ring to the navel, see words beginning with om- 
phal-, omphalo-.) 

navicular /no'vikjulo/ adjective relating to a 
navicular bone ■ noun same as navicular bone 
navicular bone /no'vikjulo boun/ noun one 
of the tarsal bones in the foot. See illustration 
at foot in Supplement 

NCVQ noun a government body in the UK re¬ 
sponsible for setting standards of qualification 
for specific jobs. Full form National Council 
for Vocational Qualifications 
NDU abbr Nursing Development Unit 
nearsighted /mo'saitid/ adjective same as 
myopic 

nearsightedness ^mo'saitidnos/ noun 

same as myopia 

nebula /'nebjulo/ noun 1. a slightly cloudy 
spot on the cornea 2. a spray of medicinal so¬ 
lution, applied to the nose or throat using a 
nebuliser 

nebuliser /'nebjulaizo/, nebulizer noun 
same as atomiser 

Necator /ne'keito/ noun a genus of hook¬ 
worm which infests the small intestine 
necatoriasis /ne.keito'raiosis/ noun infes¬ 
tation of the small intestine by the parasite Ne¬ 
cator 

neck /nek/ noun 1 . the part of the body which 
joins the head to the body O He is suffering 
from pains in the neck. O The front of the neck 
is swollen with goitre. O The jugular veins run 
down the side of the neck. 2. a narrow part of a 
bone or organ □ neck of the femur, femoral 
neck the narrow part between the head and the 
diaphysis of the femur □ neck of a tooth point 
where a tooth narrows slightly, between the 
crown and the root 
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comment: The neck is formed of the seven 
cervical vertebrae, and is held vertical by 
strong muscles. Many organs pass through 
the neck, including the oesophagus, the lar¬ 
ynx and the arteries and veins which connect 
the brain to the bloodstream. The front of the 
neck is usually referred to as the throat, 
neck collar /'nek .kola/ noun a strong high 
collar to support the head of a person with 
neck injuries or a condition such as cervical 
spondylosis 

necro- /nekrou/ prefix referring to death 
necrobiosis /.nekroubai'ousis/ noun 1 . the 
death of cells surrounded by living tissue 2. the 
gradual localised death of a part or tissue 
necrology /ne'krDlod 3 i/ noun the scientific 
study of mortality statistics 
necrophilia /.nekrou'filio/, necrophilism 
/ne'krDfiliz(o)m/ noun 1. unusual pleasure in 
corpses 2. sexual attraction to dead bodies 
necropsy /'nekrDpsi/ noun same as post 
mortem 

necrosed /'nekrousd/ adjective referring to 
dead tissue or bone 

necrosis /ne'krousis/ noun the death of a 
part of the body such as a bone, tissue or an or¬ 
gan as a result of disease or injury O Gangrene 
is a form of necrosis. 

necrospermia /.nekrou'spsimio/ noun a 
condition in which dead sperm exist in the se¬ 
men 

necrotic /ne'krDtik/ adjective referring to, or 
affected with, necrosis O necrotic tissue 
necrotising enterocolitis /.nekrotaizig 
.entorouko'laitis/ noun a disorder in which 
patches of dead tissue are found in the small or 
large intestine as a result of severe bacterial in¬ 
fection. It occurs in babies, especially prema¬ 
ture ones. 

necrotising fasciitis /.nekrotaizig .faeji 
'ait is/ noun a severe bacterial infection that 
causes cell tissue to decay rapidly (note: It is 
sometimes referred to in the media as the ‘flesh¬ 
eating bug’.) 

necrotomy /ne'krotomi/ noun the dissection 
of a dead body (note: The plural is necroto¬ 
mies.) 

needle /'ni:d(o)l/ noun 1 . a thin metal instru¬ 
ment with a sharp point at one end and a hole 
at the other for attaching a thread, used for 
sewing up surgical incisions 2. the hollow 
pointed end of a hypodermic syringe, or the 
syringe itself 

needle myopathy /,ni:dO)l mai'opoBi/ 
noun destruction of muscle tissue caused by 
using a large needle for intramuscular injec¬ 
tions 

needlestick /'ni:d(o)lstik/ noun an acciden¬ 
tal pricking of your own skin by a needle, as by 
a nurse picking up a used syringe 
needlestick injury /'ni:d(o)lstik ,ind33ri/ 
noun the real or potential harm resulting from 


a prick with a needle previously used to take 
blood or give an injection. The main concern is 
the risk of HIV or hepatitis B infection, 
needling /'niidlig/ noun the puncture of a 
cataract with a needle 

needs assessment /'ni:dz o.sesmont/ 
noun the investigation of what a particular 
group of people need in terms of health and so¬ 
cial care, so that services can be matched to 
their needs 

needs deprivation /'niidz depri,veij(9)n/ 
noun a state in which someone does not have 
the opportunity or capacity to fulfil his or her 
basic needs 

negative /'negotiv/ adjective 1 . meaning or 
showing ‘no’ □ the answer is in the negative 
the answer is ‘no’ 2. indicating that something 
being tested for is not present O The test re¬ 
sults were negative. Opposite positive 
negative feedback /.negotiv 'fiidbaek/ 
noun a situation in which the result of a proc¬ 
ess represses the process which caused it 
negativism /'neg9tiviz(9)m/ noun the atti¬ 
tude of a person who opposes advice or in¬ 
structions 

comment: There are two types of negativism: 
active, where someone does the opposite of 
what a doctor tells him or her, and passive, 
where someone does not do what he or she 
has been asked to do. 

negligence /'neglid 3 ons/ noun the act of 
causing injury or harm to another person or to 
property as the result of doing something 
wrongly or failing to provide a proper level of 
care 

Negri body /'neigri ,bodi/ noun a round or 
oval inclusion in the cytoplasm of nerve cells 
of people or animals who have rabies [De¬ 
scribed 1903. After Adelchi Negri (1876-1912), 
Professor of Bacteriology at Pavia, Italy.] 

Neil Robertson stretcher /,ni:l 'rDbotson 
.stretjo/ noun a stretcher to which a person 
can be strapped and moved about in an upright 
position 

Neisseria /nai'siorio/ noun a genus of bacte¬ 
ria which includes gonococcus, which causes 
gonorrhoea, and meningococcus, which caus¬ 
es meningitis 

nematode /'nemotoud/ noun a type of para¬ 
sitic roundworm, e.g. a hookworm, pinworm 
or roundworm 
neo- /niiou/ prefix new 
neoadjuvant chemotherapy /.niiou 
,£ed3UV3nt .kiimou'Beropi/ noun chemother- 
apy given to people with tumours instead of 
immediate surgery or radiotherapy, in the hope 
of reducing the need for these later 
neocerebellum /.niiousero'belom/ noun 
the middle part of the cerebellum (note: The 
plural is neocerebellums or neocerebella.) 
neomycin /.niiou'maisin/ noun a drug used 
externally to treat bacterial infections 
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neonatal /,ni:ou'nert(3)l/ adjective referring 
to the first few weeks after birth 
‘...one of the most common routes of neonatal poi¬ 
soning is percutaneous absorption following topical 
administration’ [Southern Medical Journal] 

neonatal death rate /,ni:3uneit(3)l 'de0 
,reit/ noun the number of babies who die soon 
after birth, shown per thousand babies born 
neonatal maceration /,nii3uneit(3)l 

,m£es3'reij(3)n/ noun softening or rotting of 
fetal tissue after the fetus has died in the uterus 
and has remained in the amniotic fluid 
neonatal screening /.nitau.neitfa)! 

'skriinir)/ noun a set of tests performed on ba¬ 
bies soon after birth so that any problems can 
be treated immediately (note: Tests for certain 
diseases such as hypothyroidism and phenylke¬ 
tonuria are a legal duty.) 
neonate /'nitsuneit/ noun a baby which is 
less than four weeks old 
neonatologist /,ni:3n3'tDl3d3ist/ noun a 
specialist who looks after babies during the 
first few weeks of life, or premature babies and 
babies with some congenital disorders 
neonatology /.nitsuns'tDladsi/ noun the 
branch of medicine dealing with babies in the 
first few weeks of life 

neonatorum /,ni:3uneTto:r3m/ > asphyxia 
neonatorum 

neoplasia /,ni:3u'pleizi3/ noun the forma¬ 
tion of tumours 

neoplasm /'ni:3uplaez(3)m/ noun any new 
and morbid formation of tissue 
‘...testicular cancer comprises only 1% of all malig¬ 
nant neoplasms in the male, but it is one of the most 
frequently occurring types of tumours in late adoles¬ 
cence' [ Journal of American College Health ] 

neoplastic /.nitsu'plcestik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to neoplasms, neoplasty or neoplasia 
neoplasty noun the surgical repair or re¬ 
placement of damaged tissue 
neostigmine /,ni:3u'stigmi:n/ noun a white 
crystalline compound used in the treatment of 
muscle fatigue myasthenia and to reverse the 
effects of muscle relaxant drugs 
nephr- /nefr/ prefix kidney 
nephralgia /ne'frteldss/ noun pain in the 
kidney 

nephralgic /ne'fraeld 3 ik/ adjective relating 
to pain in the kidney 

nephrectomy /ne'frektDmi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove the whole kidney (NOTE: 
The plural is nephrectomies.) 
nephric /'nefrik/, nephritic /ne'fritik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the kidneys 
nephritis /ne'fraitis/ noun inflammation of 
the kidney 

comment: Acute nephritis can be caused by a 
streptococcal infection. Symptoms can in¬ 
clude headaches, swollen ankles, and fever, 
nephroblastoma /, nef rsublae 1 s t sums/ 

noun a malignant tumour in the kidneys in 


young children, usually under the age of 10, 
leading to swelling of the abdomen. It is treat¬ 
ed by removal of the affected kidney. Also 
called Wilms’ tumour (note: The plural is ne¬ 
phroblastomas or nephrobrastomata.) 
nephrocalcinosis /.nefrsu.kaelsi'nsusis/ 
noun a condition in which calcium deposits are 
found in the kidney 

nephrocapsulectomy /.nefrsu.kcepsju 
lektomi noun a surgical operation to remove 
the capsule round a kidney (note: The plural is 
nephrocapsulectomies.) 

nephrogram /'nefrsgraem/ noun a radio- 
graphic examination of the kidney 
nephrolith /'nefrsliO/ noun a stone in the 
kidney 

nephrolithiasis /,nefr3uli'0ai3sis/ noun a 
condition in which stones form in the kidney 
nephrolithotomy /,nefr3uli'0Dt3mi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a stone in the kid¬ 
ney (note: The plural is nephrolithotomies.) 
nephrologist /ne'froladsist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in the study of the kidney and 
its diseases 

nephrology /ne'frDladgi/ noun the study of 
the kidney and its diseases 
nephroma /ne'frauma/ noun a tumour in the 
kidney, or a tumour derived from renal sub¬ 
stances (note: The plural is nephromas or ne- 
phromata.) 

nephron /'nefron/ noun a tiny structure in the 
kidney through which fluid is filtered 
COMMENT: A nephron is formed of a series of 
tubules, the loop of Henle, Bowman’s capsule 
and a glomerulus. Blood enters the nephron 
from the renal artery, and waste materials are 
filtered out by the Bowman’s capsule. Some 
substances return to the bloodstream by rea¬ 
bsorption in the tubules. Urine is collected in 
the ducts leading from the tubules to the ure¬ 
ters. 

nephropathy /ne'frop30i/ noun a disease or 
medical disorder of the kidney (note: The plu¬ 
ral is nephropathies.) 

nephropexy /'nefrsupeksi/ noun a surgical 
operation to attach a mobile kidney (NOTE: The 
plural is nephropexies.) 
nephroptosis /.nefrop'tsusis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which a kidney is mobile. Also called 
floating kidney 

nephrosclerosis ^nefrauskls'rausis/ noun 
a kidney disease due to vascular change 
nephroscope /'nefrssksup/ noun a type of 
endoscope used to examine the kidneys 
nephrosis /ne'frausis/ noun degeneration of 
the tissue of a kidney 

nephrostomy /ne'lrnstsmi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make a permanent opening into 
the pelvis of the kidney from the surface (NOTE: 
The plural is nephrostomies.) 
nephrotic /ne'frotik/ adjective relating to or 
caused by nephrosis 
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nephrotic syndrome /ne.frotik 'sin 
draum/ noun increasing oedema, albuminuria 
and raised blood pressure resulting from neph¬ 
rosis 

nephrotomy ne'fmtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut into a kidney (NOTE: The plural 

is nephrotomies.) 

nephrotoxic /.nefrau'tDksik/ adjective poi¬ 
sonous or damaging to kidney cells 
nephroureterectomy /.nefrau.juarita 
Tektomi noun a surgical operation to remove 
all or part of a kidney and the ureter attached 
to it. Also called ureteronephrectomy (note: 
The plural is nephroureterectomies.) 
nerve /n3iv/ noun 1. a bundle of fibres that 
can transmit electrochemical impulses and that 
forms part of the network that connects the 
brain and spinal cord to the body's organs 2. 
the sensitive tissue in the root of a tooth (NOTE: 
For other terms referring to nerves, see words 
beginning with neur-, neuro-.) 

COMMENT: Nerves are the fibres along which 
impulses are carried. Motor nerves or efferent 
nerves take messages between the central 
nervous system and muscles, making the 
muscles move. Sensory nerves or afferent 
nerves transmit impulses such as sight or pain 
from the sense organs to the brain, 
nerve block /'n3tv blDk/ noun the act of 
stopping the function of a nerve by injecting an 
anaesthedc 

nerve centre /'n3iv .senta/ noun the point at 

which nerves come together 

nerve ending /n3iv 'endirj/ noun same as 

sensory receptor 

nerve entrapment syndrome /,n3iv in 
'traepmant .sindraum/ noun pain caused by 
pressure on a nerve, especially where nerves 
occur in narrow passages such as the wrist 
(note: The most common nerve entrapment 
syndrome in the body is carpal tunnel syn¬ 
drome.) 

nerve fibre /'n3iv .faiba/ noun a thin struc¬ 
ture leading from a nerve cell and carrying 
nerve impulses, e.g. an axon 
nerve gas /'n3iv gaes/ noun a gas which at¬ 
tacks the nervous system 
nerve impulse /n3iv 'impAls/ noun an elec¬ 
trochemical impulse which is transmitted by 
nerve cells 

nerve regeneration /,n3iv rigena'reiJXajn/ 
noun the growth of new nerve tissue after dam¬ 
age has occurred 

nerve root /'n3iv ruit/ noun the first part of 
a nerve as it leaves or joins the spinal column 
(note: The dorsal nerve root is the entry for a 
sensory nerve, and the ventral nerve root is the 
exit for a motor nerve.) 

nerve tissue /'n3iv ,tiju:/ noun tissue which 
forms nerves, and which is able to transmit the 
nerve impulses 

nervosa /na'vausa/ > anorexia nervosa 


nervous /'n3ivas/ adjective 1. referring to 
nerves 2. very easily worried O Don Y be nerv¬ 
ous - the operation is a very simple one. 
nervous breakdown /.naivas 'breikdaun/ 
noun any sudden mental illness ( informal) 
nervous complaint /,n3ivas kam'pleint/, 
nervous disorder noun an emotional or mental 
illness ( informal) 

nervousness /'naivasnas/ noun the state of 
being nervous 

nervous system /'n3iv3s .sistam/ noun the 
nervous dssues of the body, including the pe¬ 
ripheral nerves, spinal cord, ganglia and nerve 
centres 

nervy /'n3ivi/ adjective worried and nervous 
( informal) 

nether parts /'neda paits/, nether regions / 

,neda 'ri:d 3 (a)ns/ plural noun the lower part of 
the body, especially the buttocks or genital 
area (informal) 

nettle rash /'net(a)l raeJ7 noun same as urti¬ 
caria 

network /'netW3ik/ noun an interconnecting 
system of lines and spaces, like a net O a net¬ 
work of fine blood vessels 
Neuman’s model /'naimanz ,mDd(a)l/ 
noun a modern model for nursing in which 
prevention is the primary nursing aim (NOTE: 
Prevention focuses on keeping both the things 
which cause stress and the patient’s response to 
stress from having a damaging effect on the 
body.) 

neur- /njuar/ prefix same as neuro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

neural /'njuaral/ adjective referring to a nerve 
or the nervous system 

neural arch /.njuaral 'a:tJ7 noun a curved 
part of a vertebra, which forms the space 
through which the spinal cord passes 
neural crest /'njuaral krest/ noun the ridge 
of cells in an embryo which forms nerve cells 
of the sensory and autonomic ganglia 
neuralgia /nju'raeld 3 a/ noun a spasm of pain 
which runs along a nerve 
neural groove /'njuaral grutv/ noun a 
groove on the back of an embryo formed as the 
neural plate closes to form the neural tube 
neural plate /'njuaral pleit/ noun a thicken¬ 
ing of an embryonic disc which folds over to 
form the neural tube 

neural tube /'njuaral tjuib/ noun a tube 
lined with ectodermal cells running the length 
of an embryo, which develops into the brain 
and spinal cord 

neural tube defect /.njuaral 'tjuib di 
,fekt/ noun a congenital anomaly which oc¬ 
curs when the edges of the neural tube do not 
close up properly while the fetus develops in 
the uterus, e.g. spina bifida (note: There is less 
risk of a neural tube defect if the mother takes 
folic acid during her pregnancy.) 
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neurapraxia /,nju3rs'prasksia/ noun a le¬ 
sion of a nerve which leads to paralysis for a 
very short time, giving a tingling feeling and 
loss of function 

neurasthenia knjuarss'fiimia/ noun a type 
of neurosis in which a person is mentally and 
physically irritable and extremely fatigued 
neurasthenic knjuaras'fiemk/ noun a per¬ 
son affected by neurasthenia 
neurectasis /nju'rektasis/ noun a surgical 
operation to stretch a peripheral nerve (NOTE: 
The plural is neurectases.) 
neurectomy /nju'rektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove all or part of a nerve 
(note: The plural is neurectomies.) 
neurilemma /.njuori'lemo/ noun the outer 
sheath, formed of Schwann cells, which covers 
the myelin sheath around a nerve fibre. Also 
called neurolemma. See illustration at neu¬ 
rone in Supplement 

neurilemmoma ^njuorile'moumo/, neuri¬ 
noma /njuori'noumo/ noun a benign tumour 
of a nerve, formed from the neurilemma (NOTE: 
The plurals are neurilemmomas or neurolem- 
momata and neurinomas or neurinomata.) 
neuritis /njo'raitis/ noun inflammation of a 
nerve, giving a constant pain 
neuro- njonroo/ prefix nerve or nervous sys¬ 
tem 

neuroanatomy knjusraus'naetami/ noun 
the scientific study of the structure of the nerv¬ 
ous system 

neuroblast /'njuaraublaest/ noun a cell in 
the embryonic spinal cord which forms a nerve 
cell 

neuroblastoma knjuaraublae'stauma/ 
noun a malignant tumour formed from the neu¬ 
ral crest, found mainly in young children 
(note: The plural is neuroblastomas or neu¬ 
roblastomata.) 

neurocranium /.njuarau'kreiniam/ noun a 
part of the skull which encloses and protects 
the brain (note: The plural is neurocraniums or 
neurocrania.) 

neurodegenerative /.njuaraudi 

'd 3 enarativ/ adjective referring to a disorder 
such as Alzheimer’s disease or Parkinson's 
disease that causes damage to the nerves 
neurodermatitis /,njuaraud3:ma'taitis/ 
noun inflammation of the skin caused by psy¬ 
chological factors 

neurodermatosis /,njuaraud3:ma'tausis/ 
noun a nervous condition involving the skin 
neuroendocrine system /,njuarau 
'endakrin ,sistam/ noun a system in which 
the central nervous system and hormonal sys¬ 
tems interact to control the function of organs 
and tissues 

neuroepithelial /,njuarauepi'9iilial/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the neuroepithelium 


neuroepithelioma /.njuarauepiOidi'auma/ 
noun a malignant tumour in the retina (NOTE: 

The plural is neuroepitheliomas or neuroepi¬ 
theliomata.) 

neuroepithelium /,njuarauepi'0i:liam/ 
noun the layer of epithelial cells forming part 
of the lining of the mucous membrane of the 
nose or the labyrinth of the middle ear 
neurofibril /,njuarau'faibril/ noun a fine 
thread in the cytoplasm of a neurone 
neurofibrilla /,njuarau'fibrila/ noun same 
as neurofibril, see illustration at neurone in 
Supplement (note: The plural is neurofibril- 
lae.) 

neurofibroma /,njuaraufai'brauma/ noun a 
benign tumour of a nerve, formed from the 
neurilemma (note: The plural is neurofibro¬ 
mas or neurofibromata.) 
neurofibromatosis /,njuarau,faibrauma 
'tausis/ noun a hereditary condition in which 
a person has neurofibromata on the nerve 
trunks, limb plexuses or spinal roots, and pale 
brown spots appear on the skin. Abbr NF. Also 
called molluscum fibrosum, von Reckling¬ 
hausen’s disease 

neurogenesis /,njuarau'd 3 enasis/ noun 
the development and growth of nerves and 
nervous tissue 

neurogenic /.njuarau'dsenik/ adjective 1. 
coming from the nervous system 2. referring to 
neurogenesis 

neurogenic bladder /,njuaraud 3 emk 
like do/ noun a disturbance of the bladder 
function caused by lesions in the nerve supply 
to the bladder 

neurogenic shock knjuaratpdsemk 'Jbk/ 
noun a state of shock caused by bad news or an 
unpleasant surprise 

neuroglandular junction /,njuarau 
,glaendjula 'd3Ar)kJan/ noun the point where 
a nerve joins the gland which it controls 
neuroglia /njo'rnglia/ noun same as glia 
neurohormone /,njuarau'ha:maun/ noun a 
hormone produced in some nerve cells and se¬ 
creted from the nerve endings 
neurohypophysis /.njooroohai'pnfosis/ 
noun the lobe at the back of the pituitary gland, 
which secretes oxytocin and vasopressin 
(note: The plural is neurohypophyses.) 
neurolemma /,njuarauTema/ noun same as 
neurilemma 

neuroleptic /.njuarau'leptik/ noun an anti¬ 
psychotic drug which calms a person and stops 
him or her from worrying, e.g. chlorpromazine 
hydrochloride 

neurological /.njuara'lDdsikta)!/ adjective 
referring to neurology 

neurological assessment / 

,nju3ralDd3ik(a)l a'sesmant/ noun an evalu¬ 
ation of the health of a person with a disorder 
of the nervous system, using interviews, a 
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physical examination, and specific diagnostic 
tests, sometimes with the help of a family 
member or close friend 
neurologist /nju'rDlod3ist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in the study of the nervous 
system and the treatment of its diseases 
neurology /nju'rDlod 3 i/ noun the scientific 
study of the nervous system and its diseases 
neuroma /nju'roumo/ noun a benign tumour 
formed of nerve cells and nerve fibres (note: 
The plural is neuromas or neuromata.) 
neuromuscular /.njuorou'mAskjute/ ad¬ 
jective referring to both nerves and muscles 
neuromuscular junction / 

.njuoroumAskjulo 'd3Ar)kJon/ noun the 
point where a motor nerve joins muscle fibre. 
Also called myoneural junction 
neuromyelitis optica /.njuoroumaiolaitis 
'Dptiko/ noun a condition, similar to multiple 
sclerosis, in which a person has acute myelitis 
and the optic nerve is also affected. Also called 
Devic’s disease 

neuron /'njuoroun/, neurone /'njuoron/ 
noun a cell in the nervous system which trans¬ 
mits nerve impulses. Also called nerve cell 
neuropathic bladder /.njuoroupasGik 
'blaedo/ noun a condition in which the bladder 
does not function properly because its nerve 
supply is damaged, e.g. due to an injury to the 
spinal cord 

neuropathology /.njuoroupo'Gotadsi/ 

noun the study of diseases of the nervous sys¬ 
tem 

neuropathy /njuo'ropoGi/ noun a disease in¬ 
volving destruction of the tissues of the nerv¬ 
ous system (note: The plural is neuropathies.) 
neurophysiology /.njuoroufizi'Dlodsi/ 

noun the study of the physiology of nerves 
neuroplasty /'njuoroupkesti/ noun surgery 
to repair damaged nerves 
neuropsychiatric /.njuorousaiki'aetrik/ 
adjective referring to neuropsychiatry 
neuropsychiatrist /.njuorousai'kaiotrist/ 
noun a doctor who specialises in the study and 
treatment of mental and nervous disorders 
neuropsychiatry /.njuorousai'kaiotri/ 

noun the study of mental and nervous disor¬ 
ders 

neurorrhaphy /nju'roirofi/ noun a surgical 
operation to join by suture a nerve which has 
been cut (note: The plural is neurorraphies.) 
neurosarcoma ^njurousai'koumo/ noun a 
malignant neuroma (note: The plural is neuro¬ 
sarcomas or neurosarcomata.) 
neurosecretion /.njuorousi'kriiJXojn/ 

noun 1. a substance secreted by a nerve cell 2. 
the process of secretion of an active substance 
by nerve cells 

neurosis /nju'rousis/ noun a disorder of the 
personality in which a person experiences ob¬ 
sessive negative emotions towards someone or 


something, e.g. fear of empty spaces or jeal¬ 
ousy of a sibling. i> psychoneurosis (note: 
The plural is neuroses.) 
neurosurgeon /'njuorou.ssidson/ noun a 
surgeon who operates on the nervous system, 
including the brain and spinal cord 
neurosurgery /'njuorou.ssidsori/ noun 
surgery on the nervous system, including the 
brain and spinal cord 

neurosyphilis ^njuorou'sifolis/ noun syph¬ 
ilis which attacks the nervous system 
neurotic /nju'rDtik/ adjective relating to or 
having neurosis ■ noun a person who is wor¬ 
ried about or obsessed with something 
( informal) 

neurotically /nju'rotikli/ adverb in a neurot¬ 
ic way O She is neurotically obsessed with 
keeping herself clean. 

neurotmesis /.njuorDt'miisis/ noun an act 
of cutting a nerve completely (note: The plural 

is neurotmeses.) 

neurotomy /nju'rDtomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to cut a nerve (note: The plural is neu¬ 
rotomies.) 

neurotoxic /.njuorou'tDksik/ adjective 
harmful or poisonous to nerve cells 
neurotransmitter /.njuoroutrasns'mito/ 
noun a chemical substance which transmits 
nerve impulses from one neurone to another 
comment: The main neurotransmitters are the 
catecholamines (adrenaline, noradrenaline 
and 5-hydroxytryptamine) and acetylcholine. 
Other neurotransmitters such as gamma ami- 
nobutyric acid, glutamine and substance P 
are less common. 

neurotripsy /'njuoroutripsi/ noun surgical 
bruising or crushing of a nerve 
neurotrophic /.njuorou'troufik/ adjective 
relating to the nutrition and maintenance of tis¬ 
sue of the nervous system 
neurotropic /.njuorou'trDpik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a bacterium which is attracted to and 
attacks nerves 

neuter /'njuito/ adjective neither male nor fe¬ 
male 

neutral /'njuitrol/ adjective neither acid nor 
alkali O A pH factor of 7 is neutral. 
neutralise /'njuitrolaiz/, neutralize verb 1. 
to counteract the effect of something O Alkali 
poisoning can be neutralised by applying acid 
solution, (note: neutralising - neutralised) 2. 
to form a salt from an acid 
neutropenia /.njuitro'piinio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which there are fewer neutrophils than 
usual in the blood 

neutrophil /'njuitrofil/ noun a type of white 
blood cell with an irregular nucleus, which can 
attack and destroy bacteria. Also called poly¬ 
morph 

newborn /'nju:bo:n/ adjective born recently. 
C> neonatal ■ noun a recently born baby. C> ne¬ 
onate 
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newton /'nju:t(3)n/ noun an SI unit of meas¬ 
urement of force. Symbol N 
comment: One newton is the force required to 
move one kilogram at the speed of one metre 
per second 

new variant CJD /nju: .veoriont ,siidsei 

'di:/ noun » variant CJD 

next-day pill /,nekst dei 'pil/ noun same as 

morning-after pill 

next of kin /,nekst ov 'kin/ noun the person 
or persons who are most closely related to 
someone O The hospital has notified the next 
of kin of the death of the accident victim. 
(note: Takes a singular or plural verb.) 
nexus /'neksas/ noun 1 . a link (note: The plu¬ 
ral is nexus or nexuses.) 2. a point where two 
organs or tissues join 
NF abbr neurofibromatosis 
NHS abbr National Health Service 
NHS Direct / ,en eitj es di'rekt/ noun in the 
UK, a national telephone helpline run by nurs¬ 
es to provide information about health and 
health services for the public 
niacin /'naiosin/ noun a vitamin of the vita¬ 
min B complex found in milk, meat, liver, kid¬ 
ney, yeast, beans, peas and bread, lack of 
which can cause mental disorders and pella¬ 
gra. Also called nicotinic acid 
nicardipine /ni'kcudipiin/ noun a drug 
which slows down the movement of calcium 
ions into smooth muscle cells, used especially 
to treat angina 

NICE /nais/ abbr National Institute for Clini¬ 
cal Excellence 

nick /nik/ noun a little cut O She had a nick in 
her ear lobe which bled. ■ verb to make a little 
cut in something O He nicked his chin while 
shaving. 

niclosamide /m'klousomaid/ noun a drug 

used for removing tapeworms 

nicotine /'nikotiin/ noun the main alkaloid 

substance found in tobacco 

nicotine addiction /'mkotiin o.dikjon/ 

noun an addiction to nicotine, derived from 

smoking tobacco 

nicotine patch /'nikotiin paetJV noun a 
patch containing nicotine which is released 
slowly into the bloodstream, applied to the 
skin as a method of curing nicotine addiction 
nicotine poisoning /'nikotiin ,poiz(9)nip/ 
noun poisoning of the autonomic nervous sys¬ 
tem with large quantities of nicotine. Also 
called nicotinism 

nicotine receptor /'nikotiin ri.septo/ noun 
a cholinergic receptor found at the neuromus¬ 
cular junction on skeletal muscle and in the au¬ 
tonomic ganglia, which responds to nicotine 
and nicotine-like drugs. Also called nicotinic 
receptor 

nicotine replacement /'mkotiin ri 
,pleismont/ noun the use of nicotine patches 


nipple 

or other products to help during an attempt to 
give up smoking 

nicotinic acid /.nikotinik 'cesid/ same as ni¬ 
acin 

nicotinic receptor /niko.tinik ri'septo/ 
noun same as nicotine receptor 
nicotinism /'nik9ti:mz(3)m/ noun same as 

nicotine poisoning 

nictation /mk'teiJOjn/, nictitation /mkti 
'teij(9)n/ noun the act of winking 
nidation /nai'deiJ(o)n/ noun 1 . the process 
of building the endometrial layers of the uterus 
between menstrual periods 2. the point in the 
development of an embryo at which the ferti¬ 
lised ovum reaches the uterus and implants in 
the wall of the uterus. Also called implanta¬ 
tion 

nidus /'naidos/ noun a site where bacteria can 
settle and breed, which becomes a centre of in¬ 
fection (note: The plural is niduses or nidi.) 
Niemann-Pick disease /.niimon 'pik di 
,zi:z/ noun a rare inherited disease of a group 
which affect metabolism. Signs in babies in¬ 
clude feeding difficulties, a large abdomen 
within 3 to 6 months, and progressive loss of 
early motor skills. 

nifedipine /m'fedipiin/ noun a drug which 
stops the heart muscles from taking up calci¬ 
um, used in the treatment of high blood pres¬ 
sure and angina pectoris 
night duty /'nait ,dju:ti/ noun the situation 
of working at night O Nurse Smith is on night 
duty this week. 

Nightingale ward noun an old-fashioned 
type of long ward with a row of beds along 
each wall and a centrally placed point for the 
nurse in charge to work from 
nightmare /'naitmeo/ noun a dream which 
frightens the dreamer O The child had a night¬ 
mare and woke up screaming. 
night nurse /' nait n3is/ noun a nurse who is 
on duty at night 

night sweat /'nait swet/ noun heavy sweat¬ 
ing when a person is asleep at night 
night terror /nait 'tero/ noun a period of dis¬ 
turbed sleep, which a child does not remember 
afterwards 

nigra /'naigro/ » linea nigra 

nihilism /'naihiliz(o)m/ noun the rejection of 
all the usual social conventions and beliefs, es¬ 
pecially of morality and religion 
nihilistic /.naihi'listik/ adjective relating to 
or showing a belief in nihilism 
ninety-nine /.nainti 'nain/ number a number 
which a doctor asks a person to say so that he 
or she can inspect the back of the throat O The 
doctor told him to open his mouth wide and 
say ninety-nine. 

nipple / nip(o)l/ noun 1 . same as mammilla 2. 
US a rubber teat on a baby’s feeding bottle 
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Nissl granule /'nis(o)l .grasnjuil/, Nissl 
body /'nis(9)l ,bDdi/ noun one of the coarse 
granules surrounding the nucleus in the cyto¬ 
plasm of nerve cells. See illustration at neu¬ 
rone in Supplement [Described 1894. After 
Franz Nissl (1860-1919), German psychiatrist.] 
nit /nit/ noun an egg or larva of a louse 
nitrate /'naitreit/ noun 1 . a salt or an ester of 
nitric acid 2. a drug such as glyceryl trinitrate 
which dilates the vessels leading to the heart 
muscle and lowers cardiac work by reducing 
venous return to the heart, for rapid relief of 
angina and in heart failure (note: Patients can 
develop tolerance to these drugs.) 

-nitrate /naitreit/ suffix used in names of ni¬ 
trate drugs 

nitrazepam /nai'trsezipasm/ noun a tran¬ 
quilliser used in some sleeping pills 
nitrofurantoin /.naitroufju'rcentouin/ noun 
a drug which helps to prevent the growth of 
bacteria, used in the treatment of urinary infec¬ 
tions 

nitrogen /'naitrod39n/ noun a chemical ele¬ 
ment, which is a gas that is the main compo¬ 
nent of air and is an essential part of protein 
(note: The chemical symbol is N.) 
comment: Nitrogen is taken into the body by 
digesting protein-rich foods; excess nitrogen 
is excreted in urine. When the intake of nitro¬ 
gen and the excretion rate are equal, the body 
is in nitrogen balance or protein balance, 
nitrogen narcosis /,naitr9d3(o)n no: 
'kousis/ noun loss of consciousness due to the 
formation of nitrogen in the tissues, caused by 
pressure change 

nitroglycerin /.naitrou'glisorin/ noun a 
drug which helps the veins and coronary arter¬ 
ies to become wider 

nitrous oxide /.naitros 'Dksaid/ noun a col¬ 
ourless gas with a sweet smell, used in combi¬ 
nation with other gases as an anaesthetic in 
dentistry and surgery. Also called laughing 
gas 

nm abbr nanometre 

NMC abbr Nursing and Midwifery Council 
nmol abbr nanomole 
NMR abbr nuclear magnetic resonance 
Nocardia /nou'kaidio/ noun a genus of bac¬ 
teria found in soil, some species of which 
cause nocardiosis and maduramycosis 
nocardiosis /nou.kaidi'ousis/, nocardiasis 
/.noukai'daiosis/ noun a lung infection which 
may metastasise to other tissue, caused by No- 
cardia 

noci- /nousi/ prefix pain or injury 
nociassociation /.nousio.sousi'eiJXojn/ 
noun an unconscious release of nervous ener¬ 
gy, e.g. as a result of shock 
nociceptive /.nousi'septiv/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to nerves which carry pain to the brain 
nociceptor /'nousi.septo/ noun a sensory 
nerve which carries pain to the brain 


noct- /nDkt/ prefix night 
noctambulation /.nDktsembjuleiJOjn/ 
noun same as somnambulism 
nocte /'nokti/ adverb at night. Opposite 
mane (note: used on prescriptions) 
nocturia /nDk'tjuorio/ noun the fact of pass¬ 
ing an unusually large quantity of urine during 
the night 

nocturnal /nok't3:n(3)l/ adjective referring 
to or taking place at night 
nocturnal emission /nDk,t3:n(»l i 
'miJ(o)n/ noun the production of semen from 
the penis while a man is asleep 
nocturnal enuresis /nDk,t3:n(»l enju 
'riisis/ noun the act of passing urine when 
asleep in bed at night. Also called bedwetting 
nodal /'noud(9)l/ adjective referring to nodes 
nodal tachycardia /,noud(3)l taski'kaidio/ 
noun a sudden attack of rapid heartbeats. Also 
called paroxysmal tachycardia 
node /noud/ noun 1 . a small mass of tissue 2. 
a group of nerve cells 

node of Ranvier /,noud ov 'rasnvio/ noun 
one of a series of gaps in the myelin sheath sur¬ 
rounding a nerve fibre. See illustration at neu¬ 
rone in Supplement 
nod off verb to fall asleep ( informal) 
nodosum /nou'dousom/ » erythema nodo¬ 
sum 

nodular /'nodjulo/ adjective formed of nod¬ 
ules 

nodule /'nDdjuil/ noun 1. a small node or 
group of cells. i> Bohn’s nodules 2. the anteri¬ 
or part of the inferior vermis 
noma /'noumo/ noun same as cancrum oris 
nomen proprium /.noumon 'proupriom/ 
noun full form of n.p. 
non- /non/ prefix not 

non-A, non-B hepatitis noun now called 
hepatitis C 

non-absorbable suture /.non ob 
,zoib9b(3)l 'suitjo/ noun a suture made of a 
substance which cannot be absorbed into the 
body and which eventually has to be removed 
non-accidental injury /.non 2 eksi,dent(o)l 
'ind39ri/ noun an injury which is not caused 
accidentally 

non-allergenic /,non aelo'd 3 emk/ adjective 
not aggravating an allergy 
non-cancerous /.non 'kaensoros/ adjective 
not malignant 

non-clinical /,nDn 'klinik(o)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the wider non-medical aspects of pa¬ 
tient care O non-clinical services such as ad¬ 
ministration and catering O non-clinical 
guidelines including confidentiality protocols 
non-compliance /,non kom'plaions/ noun 
the failure to take drugs at the correct times 
and in the dosages prescribed, or to take them 
at all 
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non compos mentis /.non .kDmpos 
'mentis/ adjective referring to a person who is 
mentally incapable of managing his or her own 
affairs (note: From a Latin phrase meaning ‘not 
of sound mind’.) 

non-contagious /.non kon'teid3os/ adjec¬ 
tive not contagious 

non-drowsy /.non 'drauzi/ adjective not 
causing drowsiness 

non-emergency surgery /.non i 
,m3:d39nsi 's3:d3ori/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion which does not need to be performed im¬ 
mediately because it is for a condition which is 
not life-threatening, e.g. joint replacement. 
Also called non-urgent surgery 
non-granular leucocyte /.non .graenjulo 
Tuikousait/ noun a leucocyte which has no 
granules, e.g. a lymphocyte or monocyte 
non-Hodgkins lymphoma /non .hodskinz 
lim'foumo/ noun a cancer of the lymph nodes 
which differs from Hodgkin’s disease by the 
absence of a particular type of cell with double 
nuclei 

non-insulin-dependent diabetes /non 
.insjulin dependant .daio'biitiiz/ noun 

same as Type II diabetes mellitus 
non-invasive /.non in'veiziv/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to treatment which does not involve en¬ 
tering the body by making an incision 
non-maleficence /non mo'lefis(9)ns/ noun 
the concept that professionals in the health 
service have a duty to protect the patient from 
harm (note: Under this principle, professionals’ 
obligations include keeping their knowledge and 
skills current, realising their own limitations and 
knowing when to refer a case to a specialist or 
other professional.) 

non-malignant /.non mo'lignont/ adjective 
not cancerous, or not life-threatening O a non- 
malignant growth 

non-medical /.non 'medik(o)l/ adjective 1. 
not relating to medicine O non-medical genet¬ 
ics 2. not according to medical practice, or not 
as directed by a doctor O non-medical use of 
stimulant drugs 3. not used in specialised med¬ 
ical speech O ‘ Nervous breakdown ’ is a non¬ 
medical term for a type of sudden mental ill¬ 
ness. 

non-nucleated /,nDn 'njuiklieitid/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a cell with no nucleus 
non-official drug /.non 9,fiJ0)l 'drAg/ 
noun a drug that is not listed in the national 
pharmacopoiea 

non-palpable /non 'paelpob(»l/ adjective 
not able to be felt when touched 
non-paralytic poliomyelitis /non .pasrolitik 
.pouliou.maioTaitis/ noun a form of poliomy¬ 
elitis similar to abortive poliomyelitis but 
which also affects the muscles to some degree 
non-secretor /,nDn si'kriito/ noun a person 
who does not secrete substances indicating 


normocytic 

ABO blood group into mucous fluids such as 
semen or saliva 

non-smoker /non 'smouko/ noun a person 
who does not smoke 

non-specific /.mm spo'sifik/ adjective not 
caused by any single identifiable cause 
non-specific urethritis /.non spo.sifik 
Juori'Graitis/ noun any sexually transmitted 
inflammation of the urethra not caused by gon¬ 
orrhoea (dated) Abbr NSU 
non-sterile /.non 'sterail/ adjective not ster¬ 
ile or sterilised 

non-steroidal /.non ste'roid(9)l/ adjective 
not containing steroids 

non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug / 

.nonsteroidal .asnti in'fl2emot(o)ri drAg/ 
noun a drug used in the treatment of pain asso¬ 
ciated with inflammation, including rheumatic 
disease, post-operative analgesia and dysmen- 
orrhoea, by inhibiting the release of prostag¬ 
landins. Abbr NSAID (note: Non-steroidal anti¬ 
inflammatory drugs have names ending in -fen: 
ibuprofen.) 

comment: Serious gastro-intestinal side ef¬ 
fects can occur, especially in the elderly. Asth¬ 
ma can worsen. 

non-union /non 'juinjon/ noun a condition 
in which the two parts of a fractured bone do 
not join together and do not heal 
non-urgent surgery /.non ,3:d3ont 
'S3:d39ri/ same as non-emergency surgery 
noradrenaline /.noiro'drenolin/ noun a hor¬ 
mone secreted by the medulla of the adrenal 
glands which acts as a vasoconstrictor and is 
used to maintain blood pressure in shock, 
haemorrhage or hypotension (note: The US 
term is norepinephrine.) 
norma /'no:mo/ noun a view of the skull as 
seen from a particular angle (note: The plural is 
normae.) 

normal /'no:m(o)l/ adjective usual, ordinary 
or conforming to a standard O After he took the 
tablets, his blood pressure went back to nor¬ 
mal. O Her temperature is two degrees above 
normal. O He had an above-normal pulse rate. 
O Is it normal for a person with myopia to suf¬ 
fer from headaches? 

normally /'no:m(o)li/ adverb in an ordinary 
way, on most occasions or in most circum¬ 
stances O The patients are normally worried 
before the operation. O He was breathing nor¬ 
mally. 

normo- /no:mou/ prefix normal, usual or ex¬ 
pected 

normoblast /'noimoublsest/ noun an early 
form of a red blood cell, usually found only in 
bone marrow but occurring in the blood in 
some types of leukaemia and anaemia 
normocyte /'noimousait/ noun a red blood 
cell 

normocytic /.noimou'saitik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a normocyte 
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normocytosis /.noimousai'tousis/ noun 
the condition of having the standard number of 
red blood cells in the peripheral blood 
normotension /.noimou'tenjon/ noun 
blood pressure at the usual level 
normotensive /.noimou'tensiv/ adjective 
referring to blood pressure at the usual level 
Norton score /'no:t(9)n sko:/ noun a scale 
for deciding how likely it is that pressure sores 
will develop, used mostly in assessing elderly 
patients 

nortriptyline /noi'triptoliin/ noun a drug 
used to reduce pain and as an antidepressant 
and tranquilliser 

nose /nouz/ noun an organ through which a 
person breathes and smells □ her nose is run¬ 
ning liquid mucus is dripping from her nose □ 
he blew his nose he blew air through his nose 
into a handkerchief to get rid of mucus in his 
nose □ to speak through your nose to speak 
as if your nose is blocked, so that you say ‘b’ 
instead of ‘m’ and ‘d’ instead of ‘n’ 
comment: The nose is formed of cartilage and 
small bones making the bridge at the top. It 
leads into two passages, the nostrils, which in 
turn lead to the nasal cavity, divided in two by 
the septum. The nasal passages connect with 
the sinuses, with the ears through the Eus¬ 
tachian tubes, and with the pharynx. The re¬ 
ceptors which detect smell are in the top of the 
nasal passage. 

nosebleed /'nouzbliid/ noun an incident of 
bleeding from the nose, usually caused by a 
blow or by sneezing, by blowing the nose hard 
or by high blood pressure ( informal ) O She had 
a headache, followed by a violent nosebleed. 
Also called epistaxis 
noso- /nDsau/ prefix disease 
nosocomial /.nDSOu'koumiol/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to hospitals 

nosocomial infection /.nDsou.koumiol in 
'fekjon/ noun an infection which is passed on 
to a person being treated in a hospital 
nosology /nD'sDtad 3 i/ noun the classifica¬ 
tion of diseases 

nostril /'nDStril/ noun one of the two passag¬ 
es in the nose through which air is breathed in 
or out O His right nostril is blocked, (note: The 
nostrils are also referred to as the nares.) 
notch /nDtJ/ noun a depression on a surface, 
usually on a bone, but sometimes on an organ. 
0 cardiac notch, occipital notch 
notice /'noutis/ noun 1. a piece of writing 
giving information, usually put in a place 
where everyone can see it 2. a warning O They 
had to leave with ten minutes ' notice. 3. atten¬ 
tion □ to take notice (of something or some¬ 
one) to give attention (to something or some¬ 
one) O We need to take notice of this feedback. 
■ verb to see or be aware of something O No¬ 
body noticed that she was sweating. O Did you 
notice the development of any new symptoms? 
(note: noticing - noticed) 


noticeable /'ri9utis9b(9)l/ adjective able to 
be noticed O The disease has no easily notice¬ 
able symptoms. 

noticeboard /'noutisboid/ noun a flat piece 
of wood, or board fixed on a wall, on which 
notices can be pinned 

notifiable disease / l noutifai9b(3)l di'ziiz/ 
noun a serious infectious disease which, in the 
UK, has to be reported by a doctor to the De¬ 
partment of Health so that steps can be taken to 
stop it spreading 

comment: The following are notifiable diseas¬ 
es: cholera, diphtheria, dysentery, encephali¬ 
tis, food poisoning, jaundice, malaria, mea¬ 
sles, meningitis, ophthalmia neonatorum, 
paratyphoid, plague, poliomyelitis, relapsing 
fever, scarlet fever, smallpox, tuberculosis, ty¬ 
phoid, typhus, whooping cough and yellow fe¬ 
ver. 

notify /'noutifai/ verb to inform a person or 
authority officially O The local doctor notified 
the Health Service of the case of cholera. 

(note: notifies - notifying - notified. You noti¬ 
fy a person of something.) 
nourish /'nAriJV verb to give food or nutrients 
to a person 

nourishment /'nAriJmont/ noun 1. the act of 
supplying nutrients to a person 2. food and the 
nutrients in it, e.g. proteins, fats or vitamins 
noxious /'nokfos/ adjective harmful O a nox¬ 
ious gas 

n.p. noun the name of the drug written on the 
label of its container. Full form nomen propri- 
um 

NPO abbreviation used to refer to patients be¬ 
ing kept without food O The patient should be 
kept NPO for five hours before the operation. 

Full form ne per oris 

NSAID abbr non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drug 

NSU abbr non-specific urethritis 

nucha /'njutko/ noun same as nape (note: 

The plural is nuchae.) 

nuchal /'njuik(3)l/ adjective referring to the 
back of the neck 

nude- /njutkli/ prefix same as nucleo- (used 
before vowels) 

nuclear /'njutklia/ adjective referring to nu¬ 
clei, e.g. of a cell or an atom 

nuclear magnetic resonance /.njutklia 
m£eg,netik 'rezonons/ noun a scanning tech¬ 
nique using magnetic fields and radio waves 
which reveals abnormalities in soft tissue and 
body fluids. 0 magnetic resonance imaging. 
Abbr NMR 

nuclear medicine /.njutklio 'med(o)s(3)n/ 
noun the use of radioactive substances for de¬ 
tecting and treating disorders 
nuclease /'njutklieiz/ noun an enzyme 
which breaks down nucleic acids 
nucleic acid /nju:,kli:ik 'aesid/ noun an or¬ 
ganic acid of a type found in all living cells, 
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which consists of complex nucleotide chains 
which pass on genetic information, e.g. DNA 
or RNA 

nucleo- /njuikliou/ prefix referring to a cell 
or atomic nucleus 

nucleolus /nju'kliiolos/ noun a structure in¬ 
side a cell nucleus, containing RNA (note: The 
plural is nucleoli.) 

nucleoprotein /.njuikliou'proutiin/ noun a 
compound of protein and nucleic acid, e.g. a 
chromosome or ribosome 
nucleus /'njuiklios/ noun 1 . a central part 
which has others grouped or built around it 2 . 
the central body in a cell, which contains DNA 
and RNA and controls the function and char¬ 
acteristics of the cell. See illustration at neu¬ 
rone in Supplement 3. a group of nerve cells in 
the brain or spinal cord (note: The plural is nu¬ 
clei.) 

nucleus pulposus /,nju:klios pul'pousos/ 
noun a soft central part of an intervertebral disc 
which disappears in old age (note: The plural is 

nuclei pulposi) 

nullipara /nA'liporo/ noun a woman who has 
never had a child (note: The plural is nulliparas 
or nulliparae.) ■ adjective referring to a wom¬ 
an who has never had a child 
numb /nAm/ adjective 1. referring to a part of 
the body which has no feeling 2. unable to feel 
emotion 

numbness /'nAmnos/ noun a loss of feeling 
nurse /n3is/ noun a person who looks after 
sick people in a hospital or helps a doctor in a 
local surgery. Some nurses may be trained to 
diagnose and treat patients. O She works as a 
nurse in the local hospital. O He's training to 
be a nurse. [> nurse practitioner ■ verb 1. to 
look after a sick person, or to be employed as 
a nurse O When he was ill his mother nursed 
him until he was better. 2 . to behave so as not 
to aggravate a condition O nursing a sprained 
ankle (note: nurses - nursing - nursed) 
nurse executive director /n3is ig.zekjutiv 
dai'rekto/ noun in the UK, a senior nurse who 
sits on the Board of an NHS Trust and has cor¬ 
porate as well as professional responsibilities 
in the organisation for nursing and sometimes 
other aspects such as quality or human re¬ 
sources 

nurse manager /,n3is 'm2enid3o/ noun a 
nurse who has administrative duties in a hospi¬ 
tal or a health service 

nurse practitioner /,n3is prsek'tiJXojno/ 
noun a nurse with additional clinical training at 
degree level who often works independently, 
assessing, diagnosing and treating patients, 
particularly in primary care 
nurse station /'n3is ,steiJ(o)n/, nurses’ 
station /'n3isiz .steiJXojn/ noun an area in or 
near a ward from which nurses work, keep 
records and control the activities of the ward 


nursing standard 

nurse tutor /,n3is 'tjuito/ noun an experi¬ 
enced nurse who teaches student nurses 
nursing /'nsisig/ noun 1. the work or profes¬ 
sion of being a nurse O He has chosen nursing 
as his career. 2 . care for sick people provided 
by a nurse ■ adjective providing care as a nurse 
‘...few would now dispute the need for clear, con¬ 
cise nursing plans to guide nursing practice, provide 
educational tools and give an accurate legal record’ 
[Nursing Times] 

‘...all relevant sections of the nurses’ care plan and 
nursing process records had been left blank’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

Nursing and Midwifery Council /,n3:sir) 
on iinid'wifori .kaunsol/ noun in the UK, an 
organisation that sets standards for the educa¬ 
tion, practice and conduct of nurses, midwives 
and health visitors. Abbr NMC 
nursing audit /'n3isir) ,o:dit/ noun a formal 
detailed review of records or observation of 
nursing actions so that judgments can be made 
about the quality of nursing care being given 
(note: The documented evidence is compared 
with accepted standards and criteria.) 
nursing development unit /,n3isig di 
'velopmont/ noun a nurse-led ward or unit 
that sets out to demonstrate by example inno¬ 
vative high-quality care, to reflect on practice 
and draw lessons from this experience, and to 
provide learning opportunities for other nurs¬ 
es. Abbr NDU 

nursing home /'n3isir) houm/ noun a house 
where convalescents or dependent elderly peo¬ 
ple can live under medical supervision by a 
qualified nurse 

nursing intervention /,n3isir) into 
'venjon/ noun the treatment of illness by nurs¬ 
ing care, without surgery 
nursing model / n3:sir) ,mDd(o)l/A7ouA7aset 
of stated principles about nursing which gives 
professionals a way of formulating a plan of 
care, assessing its success and addressing any 
problems which arise from it 
nursing mother /,n3isir) 'niAdo/ noun a 
mother who breast-feeds her baby 
Nursing Officer /’n3:sir) ,Dfiso/ noun in the 
UK, a nurse employed by the Department of 
Health to assist the Chief Nursing Officer in 
providing professional advice to Ministers and 
policy-makers 

nursing practice /'n3isir) ,praektis/ noun 
treatment given by nurses 
nursing process /,n3:sir) 'prouses/ noun a 
standard method of treatment and documenta¬ 
tion of treatment carried out by nurses 
nursing sister /,n3isir) 'sisto/ noun a hospi¬ 
tal sister who has administrative duties 
nursing standard /’n3isir) .stasndod/ noun 
an accepted level of achievement by which 
nursing care can be assessed or compared 
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nurture /'n3:tj3/ noun care given to a child 
while it is developing ■ verb to bring up and 
care for children (note: nurturing - nurtured) 
nutans /'nju:t(3)ns/* spasmus nutans 
nutation /nju:'teij(3)n/ noun involuntary 
nodding of the head 

nutrient /'njuitriont/ noun a substance in 
food which is necessary to provide energy or 
to help the body grow, e.g. protein, fat or a vi¬ 
tamin 

nutrition /nju:'trij(3) n n/ noun 1. the study of 
the supply of nutrients to the body from digest¬ 
ing food 2. nourishment or food 
nutritional /nju:'trij(3)n(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to nutrition 

nutritional anaemia /nju:,trij(3)n(3)l 3 
n i: m i o/ noun anaemia caused by an imbal¬ 
ance in the diet 

nutritional disorder /nju'trij(3)n(3)l dis 
,o:d3/ noun a disorder related to food and nu¬ 
trients, e.g. obesity 

nutritionist /nju:'trij(3)mst/ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of nutrition and 
advises on diets. i> dietitian 
nyct- /mkt/ prefix night or darkness 


nyctalopia ^mkts'laupis/ noun the condi¬ 
tion of being unable to see in bad light. Also 
called night blindness 

nyctophobia /.mkts'fsubis/ noun fear of 
the dark 

nymphae /'nimfi:/ plural noun same as labia 
minora 

nympho- /nimfau/ prefix 1. female sexuality 
2. nymphae 

nymphomania /.nimfa'meinis/ noun an ob¬ 
sessive sexual urge in a woman (NOTE: A similar 
condition in a man is called satyriasis.) 
nymphomaniac /.mmfs'meiniEek/ noun a 
woman who has an unusually obsessive sexual 
urge (note: This term is regarded as offensive.) 
nystagmus /m'stEegmss/ noun a rapid, in¬ 
voluntary movement of the eyes up and down 
or from side to side 

COMMENT: Nystagmus can be horizontal, ver¬ 
tical, torsional or rotary; it can be congenital, 
but is also a symptom of multiple sclerosis 
and Meniere's disease. 

nystatin /nai'sttetin/ noun an anti-microbial 
drug used in the treatment of fungal infections, 
especially thrush 



oat cell carcinoma /'out sel kaisi.noumo/ 
noun a type of cancer of the bronchi, with dis¬ 
tinctive small cells 
OB abbr obstetrics 

obese /ou'biis/ adjective so overweight as to 
be at risk of several serious illnesses, including 
diabetes and heart disease 
obesity /ou'biisiti/ noun the condition of be¬ 
ing seriously overweight 
comment: Obesity is caused by excess fat ac¬ 
cumulating under the skin and around organs 
in the body. It is sometimes due to glandular 
disorders, but it is usually caused by eating or 
drinking too much. A tendency to obesity can 
be hereditary. 

obey /o'bei/ verb to do what a person, author¬ 
ity or rule says you should do O You ought to 
obey the doctor's instructions and go to bed. 
objective /ob^ektiv/ noun an aim or goal 
■ adjective 1. existing independently of any in¬ 
dividual person’s mind 2. not influenced by 
any bias or prejudice caused by personal feel¬ 
ings 3. referring to symptoms of illness which 
can be observed by somebody other than the 
person who is ill. Compare subjective 
obligate /'obligeit/ adjective referring to an 
organism which exists and develops in only 
one way, e.g. a virus which is a parasite only 
inside cells 

oblique /o'bliik/ adjective lying at an angle ■ 
noun also called oblique muscle 

‘.. .there are four recti muscles and two oblique mus¬ 
cles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of 
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’ 
[Nursing Times] 

oblique fissure /o,bli:k 'fijo/ noun a groove 
between the superior and inferior lobes of a 
lung. See illustration at lungs in Supplement 
oblique fracture /o,bli:k 'frsektjo/ noun a 
fracture in which the bone is broken diagonal- 

iy 

oblique muscle /o.bliik 'niAs(o)l/ noun 1 . 
each of two muscles in the wall of the abdo¬ 
men 2. each of two muscles which control the 
movement of the eyeball 
obliterate /o'blitoreit/ verb 1. to destroy 
something completely 2. to block a cavity 
completely (note: obliterating - obliterated) 


obliteration /o.blito'reiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
complete destruction of something 2. the com¬ 
plete blocking of something such as a cavity 
oblongata /.DblDrj'geito/ » medulla oblon¬ 
gata 

observable /ob'z3:vob(o)l/ noun which can 
be seen or measured 

observation /.Dbzo'veiJXojn/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of watching and examining a person or 
thing over a period of time O She was admitted 
to hospital for observation. 
observation register /.obzo'veiJXojn 
,red 3 isto/ noun a record of children who have 
had problems at birth, or soon after their birth, 
and so need particular follow-up care from a 
health visitor, general practitioner or social 
worker 

observe /ob'z3iv/ verb 1. to see something O 
The nurses observed signs of improvement in 
the patient's condition. O The girl's mother 
observed symptoms of anorexia. 2. to watch a 
person or thing carefully in order to discover 
something O Observe the way in which the pa¬ 
tient is lying. 3. to take something into account 
O You're expected to observe the rules of con¬ 
duct. 

obsessed /ob'sest/ adjective having an ob¬ 
session O He is obsessed with the idea that 
someone is trying to kill him. 
obsession /ob'seJXojn/ noun a mental disor¬ 
der in which a person has a fixed idea or emo¬ 
tion which he or she cannot get rid of, even if 
he or she knows it is wrong or unpleasant O 
She has an obsession about cats. 
obsessional /ob'seJ(o)n(o)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to or having an obsession O He is suffer¬ 
ing from an obsessional disorder. 
obsessive /ob'sesiv/ adjective having or 
showing an obsession O He has an obsessive 
desire to steal little objects. 
obsessive action /ob.sesrv 'sekjon/ noun 
an action such as washing which is repeated 
over and over again and indicates a mental dis¬ 
order 

obsessive-compulsive disorder /ob,sel 
siv kom'pAlJiv dis.oido/ noun a mental dis¬ 
order characterised by the need to perform re- 
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peated ritual acts such as checking or cleaning, 
which can be treated with psychotherapy and 
antidepressants. Abbr OCD 
obstetric /3b'stetrik(9)l/, obstetrical /ob 
'stetrikol/ adjective referring to obstetrics 
obstetrical forceps /9b,stetrik(»l 
'foiseps/ plural noun a type of large forceps 
used to hold a baby’s head during childbirth 
obstetrician /.obsto'triJXojn/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in obstetrics 
obstetric patient /ob'stetrik ,peiJ(o)nt/ 
noun a woman who is being treated by an ob¬ 
stetrician 

obstetrics /ob'stetriks/ noun a branch of 
medicine and surgery dealing with pregnancy, 
childbirth and the period immediately after 
childbirth. Abbr OB 

obstipation /.obsti'peiJXojn/ noun severe 
constipation, often caused by a blockage in the 
intestines 

obstruct /ob'strAkt/ verb to block something 
O The artery was obstructed by a blood clot. 
obstruction /ob'strAkJon/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing which blocks a passage or a blood vessel 
2. the blocking of a passage or blood vessel 
obstructive /ob'strAktiv/ adjective caused 
by an obstruction 

obstructive jaundice /ob.strAktiv 
'd 3 o:ndis/ noun jaundice caused by an ob¬ 
struction of the bile ducts. Also called posthe- 
patic jaundice. i> acholuric jaundice, icterus 
gravis neonatorum 

obstructive lung disease /ob.strAktiv 
'Iaq di,zi:z/ noun bronchitis and emphysema 
obstructive sleep apnoea /ob.strAktiv 
1 sli:p ,cepnio/ noun the stopping of breathing, 
or difficulty in breathing, during sleep, result¬ 
ing in loud snoring 

obtain /ob'tein/ verb to get something O 
Some amino acids are obtained from food. O 
Where did he obtain the drugs? 
obtrusive /ob'truisiv/ adjective 1. forcing 
your presence on others 2. referring to a scar 
which is very noticeable 
obturation /^btju'reiJXojn/ noun the act of 
obstructing a body passage, or the state of a 
body passage when it is obstructed, e.g. by 
hard faeces 

obturator /'Dbtjureito/ noun 1. one of two 
muscles in the pelvis which govern the move¬ 
ment of the hip and thigh 2. a device which 
closes an opening, e.g. a dental prosthesis 
which covers a cleft palate 3. a metal bulb 
which fits into a bronchoscope or sigmoido¬ 
scope 

obturator foramen /,Dbtjureito fo'rel 
iman/ noun an opening in the hip bone near the 
acetabulum. See illustration at pelvis in Sup¬ 
plement (note: The plural is obturator forami¬ 
na.) 


obtusion /9b'tju:3(3)n/ noun a condition in 
which perception and feelings become dulled 
OC abbr oral contraceptive 
OCCipita /Dk'sipito/ plural of occiput 
occipital /Dk'sipit(o)l/ adjective referring to 
the back of the head ■ noun same as occipital 
bone 

occipital bone /Dk'sipit(9)l boon/ noun the 
bone at the back of the head. Also called oc¬ 
cipital 

occipital condyle /Dk,sipit(»l 'kDndail/ 
noun a round part of the occipital bone which 
joins it to the atlas 

occipital lobe /Dk'sipit(o)l loub/ noun the 
lobe at the back of each cerebral hemisphere 
occipital notch /Dk'sipit(o)l nDtJV noun a 
point on the lower edge of the cerebral hemi¬ 
sphere where the surface has a notch 
occipito-anterior /Dk.sipitou sen'tiorio/ 
adjective referring to a position of a baby dur¬ 
ing birth, in which the baby faces the mother’s 
back 

occipito-posterior /Dk,sipitou pD'stiorio/ 
adjective referring to a position of a baby dur¬ 
ing birth in which the baby faces the front 
occiput /'DksipAt/ noun the lower part of the 
back of the head or skull (note: The plural is 
occiputs or occipita.) 

occluded /o'kluidid/ adjective closed or 
blocked 

occlusion /3'klu:3(o)n/ noun 1. a thing 
which blocks a passage or which closes an 
opening 2. the way in which the teeth in the up¬ 
per and lower jaws fit together when the jaws 
are closed (note: A bad fit between the teeth is 
a malocclusion.) 

occlusive /o'kluisiv/ adjective referring to 
occlusion or blocking 

occlusive stroke /o,klu:siv 'strouk/ noun a 
stroke caused by a blood clot 
occlusive therapy /o,klu:siv 'Beropi/ noun 
a treatment for a squint in which the good eye 
is covered up in order to encourage the squint¬ 
ing eye to become straight 
occult /o'kAlt/ adjective 1. not easy to see 
with the naked eye. Opposite overt 2. referring 
to a symptom or sign which is hidden 
occult blood /o.kAlt 'bUd/ noun very small 
quantities of blood in the faeces, which can 
only be detected by tests 
occupancy rate /'okjuponsi reit/ noun the 
number of beds occupied in a hospital, shown 
as a percentage of all the beds 
occupation /.Dkju'peiJXojn/ noun 1. a job or 
work O What is his occupation? O People in 
sedentary occupations are liable to digestive 
disorders. 2. the state or fact of occupying 
something or of being occupied 
occupational /.Dkju'peiJOjnol/ adjective 
referring to work 
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occupational asthma /,DkjupeiJ(9)n(3)l 
'cesma/ noun asthma caused by materials with 
which people come into contact at work 
occupational dermatitis /,DkjupeiJ(9)n(9)l 
jdsimo'taitis/ noun dermatitis caused by ma¬ 
terials touched at work 

occupational disease /Dkju'peiJ(9)n9l di 
,zi:z/ noun a disease which is caused by the 
type of work a person does or the conditions in 
which a person works, e.g. a disease caused by 
dust or chemicals in a factory 
occupational hazard /,DkjupeiJ(9)n(3)l 
'haszod/ noun a dangerous situation related to 
the working environment 
occupational health nurse /.Dkju 
peiJ(o)n(o)l 'hel0 n3:s/ noun a nurse who deals 
with health problems of people at work. Abbr 
OH nurse 

occupational medicine /.nkju 
peiJ(o)n(o)l 'med(o)sin/ noun the branch of 
medicine concerned with accidents and diseas¬ 
es connected with work 
occupational therapist /,DkjupeiJ(9)n(9)l 
'Oeropist/ noun a qualified health professional 
who offers patients occupational therapy 
occupational therapy /,DkjupeiJ(9)n(o)l 
'0eropi/ noun light work or hobbies used as a 
means of treatment, especially for physically 
challenged or mentally ill people, to promote 
independence during the recovery period after 
an illness or operation 

occur /o'ks:/ verb 1 . to take place O one of the 
most frequently occurring types of tumour O 
Thrombosis occurred in the artery. O a form of 
glaucoma which occurs in infants. 2. to come 
into a person’s mind O It occurred to her that 
she might be pregnant, (note: occurring - oc¬ 
curred) 

occurrence /o'kArons/ noun something that 
takes place O Neuralgia is a common occur¬ 
rence after shingles. 

OCD abbr obsessive-compulsive disorder 
ochronosis /.Dkrou'nousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which cartilage, ligaments and other fi¬ 
brous tissue become dark as a result of a met¬ 
abolic disorder, and in which the urine turns 
black on exposure to air 
ocular /'okjulo/ adjective referring to the eye 
O Opticians are trained to detect all kinds of 
ocular imbalance. 

ocular dominance /.Dkjub 'dominons/ 
noun a condition in which a person uses one 
eye more than the other 
ocular prosthesis /.Dkjub prDs'0i:sis/ 
noun a false eye 

oculi /'okjulai/> orbicularis oculi 

oculist /'Dkjulist/ noun a qualified physician 
or surgeon who specialises in the treatment of 
eye disorders 

oculo- /okjubu/ prefix q ye 


oesophag- 

oculogyric /,Dkjubu'd 3 aink/ adjective 
causing eye movements 
oculomotor /,Dkjubu'm9ut3/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to movements of the eyeball 
oculomotor nerve /,Dkjubu'm3ut3 n3:v/ 
noun the third cranial nerve which controls the 
eyeballs and eyelids 

oculonasal /,Dkjubu'neiz(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to both the eye and the nose 

oculoplethysmography /,Dkjubu,ple0iz 
mngrofi/ noun measurement of the pressure 
inside the eyeball 
OD abbr overdose 

O.d. adverb (written on a prescription) every 
day. Full form omni die 
ODA abbr operating department assistant 
odont- /DdDnt/ prefix same as odonto- (used 
before vowels) 

odontalgia /,DdDn't£eld33/ noun same as 

toothache 

odontitis /.Ddon'taitis/ noun inflammation 
of the pulpy interior of a tooth 
odonto- /DdDntso/ pref/xtooth 
odontoid /D'dDntoid/ adjective similar to a 
tooth, especially in shape 
odontoid process /D,dDnt3id 'preuses/ 
noun a projecting part of a vertebra, shaped 
like a tooth 

odontology /,DdDn'tDbd3i/ noun the study 
of teeth and associated structures, and their 
disorders 

odontoma /,DdDn't3um3/, odontome / 

' DdDnt sum/ noun 1. a structure like a tooth 
which has an unusual arrangement of its com¬ 
ponent tissues 2. a solid or cystic tumour de¬ 
rived from cells concerned with the develop¬ 
ment of a tooth (note: The plural is odontomas 
or odontomata.) 

odourless /budabs/ adjective with no smell 
odyn- /Ddin/ prefix same as odyno- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

-odynia /adinb/ suff/ix pain 
odyno- /Ddinau/ prefix pain 
odynophagia /D,din3'feid33/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which pain occurs when food is swal¬ 
lowed 

oedema /I'diims/ noun the swelling of part 
of the body caused by accumulation of fluid in 
the intercellular tissue spaces O Her main 
problem is oedema of the feet. Also called 
dropsy. (> tumescence (note: The US spelling 
is edema.) 

oedematOUS /I'demstas/ adjective referring 
to oedema (note: The US spelling is edema¬ 
tous.) 

Oedipus complex /'iidipas ,kmnpleks/ 
noun (in Freudian psychology) a condition in 
which a boy feels sexually attracted to his 
mother and sees his father as an obstacle 
oesophag- /iisnfodj/ prefix same as 
oesophago- (usedbefore vowels) 
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oesophageal 

oesophageal i:,snf'o 1 CI 3 i: 0 1/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the oesophagus (note: The US spelling 

is esophageal.) 

oesophageal hiatus /i:,sDfa,d 3 i:al hai 
'eitas/ noun the opening in the diaphragm 
through which the oesophagus passes 

oesophageal varices /ii,sDfa,d 3 i:al 
'vaerisiiz/ plural noun varicose veins in the 
oesophagus 

oesophagectomy /i:,sDfa'd 3 ektami/ noun 
a surgical operation to remove part of the 
oesophagus (note: The plural is oesophagec- 
tomies.) 

oesophagi /ii'sDfagi/ plural of oesophagus 

oesophagitis /i:,SDfa'd3aitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the oesophagus, caused by acid juic¬ 
es from the stomach or by infection 
oesophago- /iisDfagau/ prefix oesophagus 
(note: The US spelling is esophago-.) 
oesophagocele /i: 1 st)fagausi:l/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the mucous membrane lining 
the oesophagus protrudes through the wall 

oesophagogastroduodenoscopy hi 

.SDfagai^gaestrai^djuiauda'nDskapi/ noun 
a surgical operation in which a tube is put 
down into the oesophagus so that the doctor 
can examine it, the stomach and the duode¬ 
num. Abbr OGD (note: The plural is oesoph- 
agogastroduodenoscopies.) 
oesophagojejunostomy /n,sDfagaud 3 i 
d^iK'nnstomi noun a surgical operation to 
create a junction between the jejunum and the 
oesophagus after the stomach has been re¬ 
moved (note: The plural is oesophagojejunos- 
tomies.) 

oesophagoscope /ii'srifagauskaup/ noun 
a thin tube with a light at the end, which is 
passed down the oesophagus to examine it 
oesophagoscopy /i:,sDfa'gDskapi/ noun 
an examination of the oesophagus with an 
oesophagoscope (note: The plural is 
oesophagoscopies.) 

oesophagostomy /ii,sDfa'gDstami/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an opening in the 
oesophagus to allow the person to be fed, usu¬ 
ally after an operation on the pharynx (note: 
The plural is oesophagostomies.) 
oesophagotomy /i^snfa'gntami/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an opening in the 
oesophagus to remove something which is 
blocking it (note: The plural is oesophagoto- 
mies.) 

oesophagus /ii'sDfagas/ noun a tube down 
which food passes from the pharynx to the 
stomach (note: The plural is oesophagi. The 
US spellings are esophagus and esophagi.) 
oestradiol /jistro'daiol/ noun a type of oes¬ 
trogen secreted by an ovarian follicle, which 
stimulates the development of secondary sex¬ 
ual characteristics in females at puberty (NOTE: 
A synthetic form of oestradiol is given as treat¬ 


ment for oestrogen deficiency. The US spelling 

is estradiol.) 

oestriol /'iistriDl/ noun a placental hormone 
with oestrogenic properties, found in the urine 
of pregnant women (NOTE: The US spelling is 

estriol.) 

oestrogen /'iistradsan/ noun any steroid 
hormone which stimulates the development of 
secondary sexual characteristics in females at 
puberty (note: The US spelling is estrogen.) 
COMMENT: Synthetic oestrogens form most 
oral contraceptives, and are also used in the 
treatment of menstrual and menopausal dis¬ 
orders. 

oestrogenic hormone /,i:strad 3 emk 
'ho:ill,Toil/ noun synthetic oestrogen used to 
treat conditions which develop during meno¬ 
pause (note: The US spelling is estrogenic 
hormone.) 

oestrone /'iistraun/ noun a type of oestrogen 
produced in the ovaries (NOTE: The US spelling 

is estrone.) 

official /a'fij(a)l/ adjective 1 . accepted or per¬ 
mitted by an authority O We need to undertake 
a review of the official procedures. 2 . constitut¬ 
ing an authority 

official drug / 3 ,fiJ(a)l 'drAg/ noun any drug 
listed in the national pharmacopoiea 
officially /a'fij(a)li/ adverb in a way that is 
approved by an authority O officially listed as 
a dangerous drug 

OGD abbr oesophagogastroduodenoscopy 
OH nurse /au 'eitj n 3 is/ abbr occupational 
health nurse 

-Oid /old/ suffix like or related to 
Oil /oil/ noun a liquid which cannot be mixed 
with water (note: There are three types of oil: 
fixed vegetable or animal oils, volatile oils and 
mineral oils.) 

Oily /'oili/ adjective containing or resembling 
oil 

ointment /'ointmont/ noun a smooth oily 
medicinal preparation which can be spread on 
the skin to soothe or to protect 
Old age /auld 'eid 3 / noun a period in a per¬ 
son’s life, usually taken to be after the age of 
sixty-five 

oleaginous /,auli'Ee 3 inas/ adjective same as 

oily 

olecranon /ao'lekrannn/, olecranon proc¬ 
ess /auTekranon ,prausas/ noun a curved 
projecting part at the end of the ulna at the el¬ 
bow, which gives rise to a painful tingling sen¬ 
sation if hit by accident. Also called funny 
bone 

oleic /ou'litik/ adjective referring to oil 

oleic acid /au,li:ik 'aesid/ noun a fatty acid 

which is present in most oils 

oleo- /auliau/ prefix oil 

oleum /'auliam/ noun oil ( used in pharmacy) 
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olfaction /Dl'faekjan/ noun 1. the sense of 
smell 2. the way in which a person’s sensory 
organs detect smells 

olfactory /Dl'f£ekt(3)ri/ adjective referring to 
the sense of smell 

olfactory area /Dl,f£ekt(a)ri 'earia/ noun the 
part of the brain that registers smell 
olfactory bulb /Dl'faekt(a)ri bAlb/ noun the 
end of the olfactory tract, where the processes 
of the sensory cells in the nose are linked to the 
fibres of the olfactory nerve 
olfactory cortex /Dl,faekt(a)ri 'kafleks/ 
noun the parts of the cerebral cortex which re¬ 
ceive information about smell 
olfactory nerve /Dl'f£ekt(a)ri n3:v/ noun 
the first cranial nerve which controls the sense 
of smell 

olfactory tract /ol'faekt(a)ri trtekt/ noun a 
nerve tract which takes the olfactory nerve 
from the nose to the brain 
olig- /dig/ prefix same as oligo- (used before 
vowels) 

oligaemia /,Dli'gi:mia/ noun a condition in 
which a person has too little blood in his or her 
circulatory system (note: The US spelling is ol¬ 
igemia.) 

oligo- /Dligau/ prefix few or little 
oligodactylism /,Dligau'daektiliz(a)m/ 
noun a congenital condition in which a baby is 
born without some fingers or toes 
oligodipsia /.Dligau'dipsia/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person does not want to drink 
oligodontia /.Dligau'dDnfa/ noun a state in 
which most of the teeth are lacking 
oligohydramnios /.Dligauhai'draemnias/ 
noun a condition in which the amnion sur¬ 
rounding the fetus contains too little amniotic 
fluid 

oligomenorrhoea /,Dligaumena'ri:a/ noun 
a condition in which a person menstruates in¬ 
frequently (note: The US spelling is oligomen¬ 
orrhea.) 

oligo-ovulation /,Dligau ,DvjuTeiJ(a)n/ 
noun ovulation which does not occur as often 
as is usual 

oligospermia /Dligau'sp3:mia/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which there are too few spermatozoa 
in the semen 

oliguria /.Dli'gjuaria/ noun a condition in 

which a person does not produce enough urine 

Olive /'dIiv/ noun 1. the fruit of a tree, which 

gives an edible oil 2. a swelling containing 

grey matter, on the side of the pyramid of the 

medulla oblongata 

-ology /Dlad 3 i/ suffix area of study 

-olol /alDl/ suffix beta blocker O atenolol O 

propranolol hydrochloride 

o.m. adverb (written on a prescription) every 

morning. Full form omni mane 

-oma /auma/ suffix tumour 


oncogene 

Ombudsman /'Dmbudzman/» Health Serv¬ 
ice Commissioner 

oment- /aument/ prefix omentum 
omenta /au'menta/ plural of omentum 
omental /au'ment(a)l/ adjective referring to 
the omentum 

omentectomy ^aumen'tektami/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove part of the omen¬ 
tum (note: The plural is omentectomies.) 
omentopexy /au'mentapeksi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to attach the omentum to the ab¬ 
dominal wall (note: The plural is omentopex¬ 
ies.) 

omentum /au'mentam/ noun a double fold 
of peritoneum hanging down over the intes¬ 
tines. Also called epiploon (note: The plural is 
omenta. For other terms referring to the omen¬ 
tum see words beginning with epiplo-.) 
COMMENT: The omentum is in two sections: 
the greater omentum which covers the intes¬ 
tines, and the lesser omentum which hangs 
between the liver and the stomach and the liv¬ 
er and the duodenum. 

omeprazole /au'meprazaul/ noun a drug 
which reduces the amount of acid released in 
the stomach, used in the treatment of ulcers 
and heartburn 

omphal- /Dmfal/ prefix same as omphalo- 
(used before vowels) 
omphali /'nmfali/ plural of omphalus 
omphalitis /,Dmfa'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the navel 

omphalo- /Dmfalau/ prefixnavel 
omphalocele /'mnfalasid/ noun a hernia in 
which part of the intestine protrudes through 
the abdominal wall near the navel 
omphalus /'omfalas/ noun a scar with a de¬ 
pression in the middle of the abdomen where 
the umbilical cord was detached after birth. 
Also called navel, umbilicus (note: The plural 
is omphali.) 

-omycin /aumaisin/ suffix macrolide drug O 
erythromycin 

O.n. adverb (written on a prescription) every 
night. Full form omni nocte 
onanism /'aunamz(a)m/ noun same as mas¬ 
turbation 

Onchocerca /^pkau'saika/ noun a genus of 
tropical parasitic threadworms 
onchocerciasis /^pkaussi'kaiasis/ noun 
infestation with Onchocerca in which the lar¬ 
vae can move into the eye, causing river blind¬ 
ness 

onco- /Drjkau/ prefix tumour 
oncogene /'Drjkadjim/ noun a part of the 
genetic system which causes malignant tu¬ 
mours to develop 

"... all cancers may be reduced to fundamental mech¬ 
anisms based on cancer risk genes or oncogenes 
within ourselves. An oncogene is a gene that encodes 
a protein that contributes to the malignant phenotype 
of the cell’ [British Medical Journal] 
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oncogenesis 

oncogenesis /,Dr)k3'd3en3sis/ noun the or¬ 
igin and development of a tumour 
oncogenic /.Dpko'djemk/ adjective causing 
tumours to develop O an oncogenic virus 
oncologist /Dr)'kDl3d3ist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in oncology, especially cancer 
oncology /Dr)'kDl3d3i/ noun the scientific 
study of new growths, especially cancers 
oncolysis /orj'kDlssis/ noun the destruction 
of a tumour or of tumour cells 
oncometer /Dq'kDmita/ noun 1. an instru¬ 
ment for measuring swelling in an arm or leg 
using changes in their blood pressure 2. an in¬ 
strument for measuring the variations in size 
of the kidney and other organs of the body 
oncotic /Dp'kDtik/ adjective referring to a tu¬ 
mour 

ondansetron /Dn'daensitron/ noun a drug 
which helps to prevent the production of sero¬ 
tonin, used to control nausea and vomiting 
caused by drug treatment and radiotherapy for 
cancer 

onset /'Dnset/ noun the beginning of some¬ 
thing O The onset of the illness is marked by 
sudden high temperature. 
ontogeny /Dn'tDd33ni/ noun the origin and 
development of an individual organism 
onych- /Dmk/ prefix same as onycho- ( used 
before vowels) 

onychauxis /.Dm'kotksis/ noun excessive 
growth of the nails of the fingers or toes 
onychia /D'mkia/ noun an irregularity of the 
nails caused by inflammation of the matrix 
onycho- /Dniksu/ prefix nails 
onychogryphosis /.Dmkaugri'fausis/ 
noun a condition in which the nails are bent or 
curved over the ends of the fingers or toes 
onycholysis /^ni'kolasis/ noun a condition 
in which a nail becomes separated from its 
bed, without falling out 
onychomadesis /,Dnik3um3'di:sis/ noun a 
condition in which the nails fall out 
onychomycosis ^nnikaumai'kausis/ noun 
an infection of a nail with a fungus 
onychosis /.Dm'kausis/ noun any disease of 
the nails (note: The plural is onychoses.) 
o’nyong-nyong fever /,ao 'njDrj ,njDg 
,fi: v 0 / noun an infectious virus disease preva¬ 
lent in East Africa, spread by mosquitoes. The 
symptoms are high fever, inflammation of the 
lymph nodes and excruciating pains in the 
joints. Also called joint-breaker fever 
00- /3U3/ prefix ovum or embryo 
oocyesis /,3U3sai'i:sis/ noun a pregnancy 
which develops in the ovary (NOTE: The plural 
is oocyeses.) 

OOCyte /'suasait/ noun a cell which forms 
from an oogonium and becomes an ovum by 
meiosis 

oocyte donation /.ooosait dau'neijfajn/ 
noun the transfer of oocytes from one woman 


to another who cannot produce her own, so 
that she can have a baby. The oocytes are re¬ 
moved in a laparoscopy and fertilised in vitro, 
oogenesis /.atra'dsenssis/ noun the forma¬ 
tion and development of ova 
comment: In oogenesis, an oogonium produc¬ 
es an oocyte, which develops through several 
stages to produce a mature ovum. Polar bod¬ 
ies are also formed which do not develop into 
ova. 

oogenetic /,3U3d33'netik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to oogenesis 

oogonium /^us'gsuniam/ noun a cell pro¬ 
duced at the beginning of the development of 
an ovum (note: The plural is oogonia.) 
oophor- /suafsur/ prefix same as oophoro- 
(used before vowels) 

oophoralgia /,3U3f3'raeld33/ noun pain in 
the ovaries 

oophore /'susfoi/ noun same as ovary 
oophorectomy /.susfs'rektami/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove an ovary. Also 
called ovariectomy (note: The plural is 

oophorectomies.) 

oophoritis /,3U3f3'raitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion in an ovary, which can be caused by 
mumps. Also called ovaritis 
oophoro- /auDfarao/ prefix ovary 
oophorocystectomy /su.Dfsrausi 

1 st e k 13m i/ noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
move an ovarian cyst (NOTE: The plural is 
oophorocystectomies.) 
oophorocystosis /3u,Df3r3usi'st3usis/ 
noun the development of one or more ovarian 
cysts 

oophoroma /.ausfs'raums/ noun a rare 
ovarian tumour, occurring in middle age (NOTE: 
The plural is oophoromas or oophoromata.) 
oophoron /oo'nfornn/ noun same as ovary 
(technical ) (note: The plural is oophora.) 
oophoropexy /au'ofsrspeksi/ noun a surgi 
cal operation to attach an ovary (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is oophoropexies.) 

oophorosalpingectomy /au.Dfsra.sEelpin 
dscktsmi noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
move an ovary and the Fallopian tube attached 
to it (note: The plural is oophorosalpingecto- 
mies.) 

ooze /uiz/ verb 1. (of pus, blood or other liquid) 
to flow slowly 2. to leak a substance such as 
pus or blood (note: oozing - oozed) 
op /Dp/ noun an operation ( informal ) 

OP abbr outpatient 

opacification /3up£esifi'keiJ(3)n/ noun the 
fact of becoming opaque, as the lens does in a 
case of cataract 

opacity /su'paesiti/ noun 1 . the fact of not al¬ 
lowing light to pass through 2. an area in the 
eye which is not clear (note: The plural is 

opacities.) 

opaque /au'peik/ adjective not allowing light 
to pass through. Opposite transparent 
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open /'supsn/ adjective not closed 
open-angle glaucoma /.oupon ,£epg(9)l 
gloi'koumo/ noun an unusually high pressure 
of fluid inside the eyeball caused by a block¬ 
age in the channel through which the aqueous 
humour drains. Also called chronic glaucoma 
open fracture /.oupon 'fraektjo/ noun same 
as compound fracture 

open-heart surgery /.oupon 'ha:t 
,S3id39ri/ noun surgery to repair part of the 
heart or one of the coronary arteries performed 
while the heart has been bypassed and the 
blood is circulated by a pump 
opening /'3up(3)nir)/ noun a place where 
something opens 

open visiting /.oupon 1 vizitig/ noun an ar¬ 
rangement in a hospital by which visitors can 
enter the wards at any time 
operable /'Dp(o)r9b(9)l/ adjective referring 
to a condition which can be treated by a surgi¬ 
cal operation O The cancer is still operable. 
operant conditioning /'Dporont kon 
,dij(9)nir)/ noun a form of learning which 
takes place when a piece of spontaneous be¬ 
haviour is either reinforced by a reward or dis¬ 
couraged by punishment 
operate /'Dpsreit/ verb 1. to function or 
work, or to make something function or work 
2. to treat a person for a condition by cutting 
open the body and removing a part which is 
diseased or repairing a part which is not func¬ 
tioning correctly O The patient was operated 
on yesterday. O The surgeons decided to oper¬ 
ate as the only way of saving the baby’s life. 
(note: operating - operated) 
operating department noun a hospital de¬ 
partment specialising in surgical operations 
operating department assistant /.Dporel 
itig di,pa:tmont o'sistont/ noun a person who 
works in an operating department. Abbr ODA 
operating microscope /'Dporeitig 
.maikroskoup/ noun a special microscope 
with two eyepieces and a light, used in very 
delicate surgery 

operating room US same as operating the¬ 
atre. Abbr OR 

operating table /'Dporeitig ,teib(3)l/ noun 
a special table on which the patient is placed to 
undergo a surgical operation 
operating theatre /'Dporeitig ,0i3t3/ noun 
a special room in a hospital, where surgical op¬ 
erations are carried out (note: The US term is 
operating room.) 

operation ^Dpa'reiJXsjn/ noun 1 . the way in 
which something operates 2. a surgical proce¬ 
dure carried out to repair or remove a damaged 
body part O She’s had an operation on her 
foot. O The operation to remove the cataract 
was successful. O A team of surgeons per¬ 
formed the operation. O Heart operations are 
always difficult, (note: A surgeon performs or 


ophthalmotomy 

carries out an operation on a patient.) 3. the 
way in which a drug acts 
operative /'Dp(3)r3tiv/ adjective taking 
place during a surgical operation. i> peropera- 
tive, postoperative, preoperative 
operator /'Dporeito/ noun 1 . someone whose 
job is to operate a machine or piece of equip¬ 
ment 2 . a surgeon who operates on people 
operculum /3'p3:kjulom/ noun 1. a part of 
the cerebral hemisphere which overlaps the in¬ 
sula 2. a plug of mucus which can block the 
cervical canal during pregnancy (note: The 
plural is opercula or operculums.) 
ophth- /Df0, Dp0/ prefix eye 
ophthalm- /Df0celm, op0celm/ prefix same as 
ophthalmo- (used before vowels) 
ophthalmectomy /.ofOael'mektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove an eye (note: The 
plural is ophthalmectomies.) 
ophthalmia /Df'02elmio/ noun inflammation 
of the eye 

ophthalmia neonatorum /Df,0£elmi9 
niiounei'toirom/ noun conjunctivitis of a 
newborn baby, beginning 21 days after birth, 
caused by infection in the birth canal 
ophthalmic /Df'0aelmik/ adjective referring 
to the eye 

ophthalmic nerve /Df'0aelmik n3iv/ noun a 
branch of the trigeminal nerve, supplying the 
eyeball, the upper eyelid, the brow and one 
side of the scalp 

ophthalmic optician /Df,0aelmik Dp 
'tiJXojn/, ophthalmic practitioner noun same 
as optician 

ophthalmic surgeon /Df,0aelmik 
'S3:d39n/ noun a surgeon who specialises in 
surgery to treat eye disorders 
ophthalmitis /,Df0cel'maitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the eye 

ophthalmo- /Df0aelmou, Dp0aelmou/ prefix 
eye or eyeball 

ophthalmological /Df,02elm3TDd3ik(3)l/ 
adjective referring to ophthalmology 
ophthalmologist /,Df02ermDl3d3ist/ noun 
a doctor who specialises in the study of the eye 
and its diseases. Also called eye specialist 
ophthalmology /,Df0aermDl3d3i/ noun the 
study of the eye and its diseases 
ophthalmoplegia /.DfOaelma'pliidss/ noun 
paralysis of the muscles of the eye 
ophthalmoscope /Df'Oaslmsskaup/ noun 
an instrument containing a bright light and 
small lenses, used by a doctor to examine the 
inside of an eye 

ophthalmoscopy /.DfOael'moskapi/ noun 
an examination of the inside of an eye using an 
ophthalmoscope (note: The plural is ophthal¬ 
moscopies.) 

ophthalmotomy /.DfOael'mDtami/ noun a 
surgical operation to make a cut in the eyeball 
(note: The plural is ophthalmotomies.) 
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ophthalmotonometer /.DfBaslmoto 
'norm to/ noun an instrument which measures 
pressure inside the eye 
-opia /oupio/ suffix eye condition 
opiate /‘oupiot/ noun a sedative which is pre¬ 
pared from opium, e.g. morphine or codeine 
opinion /o'pinjon/ noun what a person thinks 
about something O What’s the surgeon’s opin¬ 
ion of the case? O The doctor asked the con¬ 
sultant for his opinion as to the best method of 
treatment. 

opioid /'oupioid/ adjective based on opium O 
Codeine is an opioid analgesic. 
opistho- /Dpis0ou/ prefix backbone 
opisthotonos /,Dpis '0Dtonos/ noun a spasm 
of the body in which the spine is arched back¬ 
wards, occurring, e.g., in people with tetanus 
opium /'oupiom/ noun a substance made 
from poppies which is used in the preparation 
of codeine and heroin 

opponens /o'pounonz/ noun one of a group 
of muscles which control the movements of 
the fingers, especially one which allows the 
thumb and little finger to come together 
opportunist /.Dpo't juinist/, opportunistic / 
.Dpotjui'mstik/ adjective referring to a para¬ 
site or microorganism which takes advantage 
of the host’s weakened state to cause infection 
opposition /.Dpo'ziJ^n/ noun 1 . hostility 
towards something 2. a movement of the hand 
muscles in which the tip of the thumb is made 
to touch the tip of another finger so as to hold 
something 

opsonic index /Dp.somk 'indeks/ noun a 
number which gives the strength of a person’s 
serum reaction to bacteria 
opsonin /'opsonin/ noun a substance, usual¬ 
ly an antibody, in blood which sticks to the sur¬ 
face of bacteria and helps to destroy them 
optic /'optik/ adjective referring to the eye or 
to sight 

optical /'optik(o)l/ adjective 1 . same as optic 
2. relating to the visible light spectrum 
optical fibre /,Dptik(o)l 'faibo/ noun an arti¬ 
ficial fibre which can carry light or images 
optical illusion /,Dptik(o)l i'lui 3 (o)n/ noun 
something which is seen wrongly so that it ap¬ 
pears to be something else 
optic chiasma /.Dptik kai'sezmo/ noun a 
structure where some of the optic nerves from 
each eye partially cross each other in the hy¬ 
pothalamus 

optic disc /'optik disk/ noun the point on the 
retina where the optic nerve starts. Also called 

optic papilla 

optic fundus /,Dptik 'f Andos/ noun the back 
part of the inside of the eye, opposite the lens 
optician /Dp'tiJ\o)n/ noun a qualified person 
who specialises in making glasses and in test¬ 
ing eyes and prescribing lenses. Also called 
ophthalmic optician (note: In US English, an 


optician is a technician who makes lenses and 
fits glasses, but cannot test patient’s eyesight.) 
comment: In the UK qualified opticians must 
be registered by the General Optical Council 
before they can practise, 
optic nerve /'optik n3iv/ noun the second 
cranial nerve which transmits the sensation of 
sight from the eye to the brain. See illustration 
at eye in Supplement 

optic neuritis /.Dptik nju'raitis/ noun same 

as retrobulbar neuritis 

optic papilla /.Dptik po'pilo/ noun same as 

optic disc 

optic radiation /,Dptik ,reidi'eiJ(o)n/ noun 
a nerve tract which takes the optic impulses 
from the optic tract to the visual cortex 
optics /'Dptiks/ noun the study of the visible 
light spectrum and sight 
optic tract /,Dptik 'traekt/ noun a nerve tract 
which takes the optic nerve from the optic ch¬ 
iasma to the optic radiation 
opto- /Dptou/ prefix sight 
optometer /op'tDmito/ noun same as refrac- 
tometer 

optometrist /Dp'tomotrist/ noun mainly US 
a person who specialises in testing eyes and 
prescribing lenses 

optometry /Dp'tDmotri/ noun the testing of 
eyes and prescribing of lenses to correct sight 
-oquine /okwin/ suffix antimalarial drug O 
chloroquine 

OR abbr US operating room 

ora /'o:ro/ plural noun plural of os noun 2 

oral /'oirol/ adjective 1 . referring to the mouth 

2. referring to medication that is swallowed O 

an oral contraceptive Compare enteral, 

parenteral 

oral cavity /,o:rol 'kasviti/ noun the mouth 
oral contraceptive /.oirol ,kDntro'septiv/ 
noun a contraceptive pill which is swallowed 
oral hygiene /,o:rol 'haid 3 i:n/ noun the 
practice of keeping the mouth clean by gar¬ 
gling and mouthwashes 
orally /'oiroli/ adverb by swallowing O not to 
be taken orally 

oral medication /,o:rol ^edi'keij^n/ 
noun medication which is taken by swallowing 
oral rehydration solution /,o:rol ,ri:hai 
l dreiJ'(o)n S3,lu:J(o)n/ noun a liquid given as 
a drink to correct the water, mineral and nutri¬ 
tional deficiencies in a person who is affected 
by dehydration 

oral rehydration therapy /,o:rol ,ri:hai 
l dreiJ'(o)n ,0eropi/ noun the administration of 
a simple glucose and electrolyte solution to 
treat acute diarrhoea, particularly in children, 
which has greatly reduced the number of 
deaths from dehydration. Abbr ORT 
oral thermometer /,o:rol Go'momito/ noun 
a thermometer which is put into the mouth to 
take someone’s temperature 
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orbicularis /oi.bikju'leoris/ noun a circular 
muscle in the face 

orbicularis oculi /oi.bikju.leoris 'Dkjulai/ 
noun a muscle which opens and closes the eye 
orbicularis oris /oi.bikju.leoris 'o:ris/ 
noun a muscle which closes the lips tight 
orbit /'oibit/ noun the hollow bony depression 
in the front of the skull in which each eye and 
lacrimal gland are situated. Also called eye 
socket 

orbital /'o:bit(9)l/ adjective referring to the 
orbit 

orchi- /o:ki/ prefix testis 

orchidalgia /.oiki'daeldjo/ noun a neuralgic- 

type pain in a testis 

orchidectomy /.oiki'dektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove a testis (note: The plu¬ 
ral is orchidectomies.) 

orchidopexy /'oikidou.peksi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to place an undescended testis in 
the scrotum. Also called orchiopexy (note: 
The plural is orchidopexies.) 
orchidotomy /.oiki'dDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make a cut into a testis (note: The 
plural is orchidotomies.) 
orchiepididymitis /.oiki.epididi'maitis/ 
noun a condition in which a testicle and its 
epididymis become swollen 
orchiopexy /'o:ki9u,peksi/ noun same as or¬ 
chidopexy (note: The plural is orchiopexies.) 
orchis /'oikis/ noun a testis 
orchitis /oi'kaitis/ noun inflammation of the 
testes, characterised by hypertrophy, pain and 
a sensation of weight 

orderly /'oidoli/ noun a person who does gen¬ 
eral work in a hospital (note: The plural is or¬ 
derlies.) 

Orem’s model /'oiromz ,mDd(9)l/ noun a 
modern model for nursing which focuses on a 
person’s ability to perform self-care, defined 
as activities which individuals initiate and per¬ 
form on their own behalf to maintain life, 
health and well-being 

organ /'oigon/ noun a part of the body which 
is distinct from other parts and has a particular 
function, e.g. the liver, an eye or ovaries 
organic /oi'gsemk/ adjective 1 . referring to 
organs in the body 2. coming from an animal, 
plant or other organism 3. referring to food 
which has been cultivated naturally, without 
certain fertilisers or pesticides 
organically /oi'gaemkli/ adverb in a natural 
or apparently natural way 
organic disease /o:,gaemk di'ziiz/, organ¬ 
ic disorder /o: .gaenik dis'oido/ noun a disease 
or disorder associated with physical changes 
in one or more organs of the body 
organisation /.oigonai'zeij^n/, organiza¬ 
tion noun 1 . a group of people set up for a par¬ 
ticular purpose 2. the planning or arranging of 
something O the organisation of the rota 3. the 


way in which the component parts of some¬ 
thing are arranged 

organism /'o:g9niz(3)m/ noun any single 
plant, animal, bacterium, fungus or other liv¬ 
ing thing 

organo- /oigonou, oigasnou/ prefix organ 
organ of Corti /,o:gon ov 'koiti/ noun a 
membrane in the cochlea which takes sounds 
and converts them into impulses sent to the 
brain along the auditory nerve. Also called spi¬ 
ral organ [Described 1851. After Marquis Alfon¬ 
so Corti (1822-88), Italian anatomist and histol¬ 
ogist.] 

organotherapy /.oigonou'Beropi/ noun the 
treatment of a disease by using an extract from 
the organ of an animal, e.g. using liver extract 
to treat anaemia 

organ transplant /'o:gon ,traenspla:nt/ 
noun a surgical operation to transplant an or¬ 
gan from one person to another 
orgasm /'o:g£ez(3)m/ noun the climax of the 
sexual act, when a person experiences a mo¬ 
ment of great excitement 
oriental sore /,o:rient(o)l 'so:/ noun a skin 
disease of tropical countries caused by the par¬ 
asite Leishmania. i> leishmaniasis 
orifice /'orifis/ noun an opening in the body, 
e.g. the mouth or anus 

origin /'Drid 3 in/ noun 1 . the source or begin¬ 
ning of something 2. a place where a muscle is 
attached, or where the branch of a nerve or 
blood vessel begins 

original /o'rid 3 on(o)l/ adjective as before a 
change was made O The surgeon was able to 
move the organ back to its original position. 
originate /o'rid 3 ineit/ verb to start in a 
place, or make something start O drugs which 
originated in the tropics O The treatment orig¬ 
inated in China, (note: originating - originat¬ 
ed) 

oris /'oiris/ 1 cancrum oris, orbicularis oris 

ornithine /'oiniBain/ noun an amino acid 
produced by the liver 

ornithosis /.oini'Bousis/ noun a disease of 
birds which can be passed to humans as a form 
of pneumonia 
oro- /oirou/ prefix mouth 
orogenital /,o:r9u'd3enit(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
lating to both the mouth and the genitals 
oropharynx /.oirou'fserigks/ noun a part of 
the pharynx below the soft palate at the back of 
the mouth (note: The plural is oropharynxes or 
oropharynges.) 

ORT abbr oral rehydration therapy 
ortho- /o:09u/ prefix correct or straight 
orthodiagraph /.oiBou'daiograif/ noun an 
X-ray photograph of an organ taken using only 
a thin stream of X-rays which allows accurate 
measurements of the organ to be made 
orthodontia /.DiBo'dDnJo/ noun US same as 
orthodontics 
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orthodontic /.oiGou'dontik/ adjective cor¬ 
recting badly formed or placed teeth O He had 
to undergo a course of orthodontic treatment. 
orthodontics /.oiGou'dontiks/ noun a 
branch of dentistry which deals with correct¬ 
ing badly placed teeth (note: The US term is 
orthodontia.) 

orthodontist /.oiBou'dontist/ noun a dental 
surgeon who specialises in correcting badly 
placed teeth 

orthopaedic /.oiGo'piidik/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to treatment which corrects badly formed 
bones or joints 2. referring to or used in ortho¬ 
paedics (note: The US spelling is orthopedic.) 
orthopaedic collar /.oiGo.piidik 'kob/ 
noun a special strong collar to support the head 
of a person with neck injuries or a condition 
such as cervical spondylosis 
orthopaedic hospital /,o:0opi:dik 'hDs 
pit(o)l/ noun a hospital which specialises in 
operations to correct badly formed joints or 
bones 

orthopaedics /,o:09'pi:diks/ noun a branch 
of surgery dealing with irregularities, diseases 
and injuries of the locomotor system (note: 
The US spelling is orthopedics.) 
orthopaedic surgeon /,D:0opi:dik 
'S3id39n/ noun a surgeon who specialises in 
orthopaedics 

orthopaedist /,o:03'pi:dist/ noun a surgeon 
who specialises in orthopaedics (note: The US 
spelling is orthopedist.) 
orthopnoea /.oiGop'niio/ noun a condition 
in which a person has great difficulty in 
breathing while lying down, i) dyspnoea 
(note: The US spelling is orthopnea.) 
orthopnoeic /.oiGop'nink/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to orthopnoea (note: The US spelling is or- 
thopneic.) 

orthopsychiatry /.oiGousai'kaiotri/ noun 
the science and treatment of behavioural and 
personality disorders 

orthoptics /o:'0Dptiks/ noun the study of 
methods used to treat squints 
orthoptist /o:'0optist/ noun an eye special¬ 
ist, working in an eye hospital, who treats 
squints and other disorders of eye movement 
orthoptoscope /oi'Goptoskoup/ noun same 
as amblyoscope 

orthosis /oi'Gousis/ noun a device which is 
fitted to the outside of the body to support a 
weakness or correct a malformation, e.g. a sur¬ 
gical collar or leg brace (note: The plural is or¬ 
thoses.) 

orthostatic /.oiGo'stastik/ adjective referring 
to the position of the body when standing up 
straight 

orthostatic hypotension /,o:0ostaetik 
haipou'tenjon/ noun a common condition 
where the blood pressure drops when a person 
stands up suddenly, causing dizziness 


orthotics /o:'0otiks/ plural noun the branch 
of medical engineering which deals with the 
design and fitting of devices such as braces in 
the treatment of orthopaedic disorders 
orthotist /'o:0otist/ noun a qualified person 
who fits orthoses 

Ortolani’s sign /.oito'lainiz sain/, Ortolani 
manoeuvre /, oits'laini mo.nuivo/, Ortolani’s 
test /.oito'lainiz test/ noun a test for congen¬ 
ital dislocation of the hip in babies aged 6-12, 
in which the hip makes sharp sounds if the 
joint is rotated [Described 1937. After Marius 
Ortolani, Italian orthopaedic surgeon.] 

OS Ids/ noun (technical ) 1 . a bone (note: The 
plural is ossa.) 2. the mouth (note: The plural is 
ora.) 

OSA abbr obstructive sleep apnoea 
oscillation /.osiTeiJXojn/ noun 1 . the action 
of moving backwards and forwards between 
two points at a regular speed 2. a single move¬ 
ment between two points 
oscilloscope /D'siloskoup/ noun a device 
which produces a visual record of an electrical 
current on a screen using a cathode ray tube. It 
is used in the testing of electronic equipment 
and in measuring electrical impulses of the 
heart or the brain. 

osculum /'Dskjulom/ noun a small opening 
or pore (note: The plural is oscula.) 

-osis /ousis/ suffix disease 
Osier’s nodes /'osloz noudz/ plural noun 
tender swellings at the ends of fingers and toes 
in people who have subacute bacterial endo¬ 
carditis [Described 1885. After Sir William Osier 
(1849-1919), Professor of Medicine in Montreal, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and then Oxford.] 
osm- /Dzm/ prefix 1 . smell 2. osmosis 
osmoreceptor /.ozmouri'septo/ noun a cell 
in the hypothalamus which checks the level of 
osmotic pressure in the blood by altering the 
secretion of ADH and regulates the amount of 
water in the blood 

osmosis /Dz'mousis/ noun the movement of 
a solvent from one part of the body through a 
semipermeable membrane to another part 
where there is a higher concentration of mole¬ 
cules 

osmotic pressure /Dz.motik 'prejo/ noun 
the pressure required to stop the flow of a sol¬ 
vent through a membrane 
ossa /'dso/ plural of os noun 1 
osseous /'osios/ adjective referring to or re¬ 
sembling bone 

osseous labyrinth /,Dsios 'IceborinG/ noun 
same as bony labyrinth 
ossicle /'DSik(9)l/ noun a small bone 
comment: The auditory ossicles pick up the 
vibrations from the eardrum and transmit 
them through the oval window to the cochlea 
in the inner ear. The three bones are articulat¬ 
ed together; the stapes is attached to the 
membrane of the oval window, the malleus to 
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the eardrum, and the incus lies between the 
other two. 

ossification /.DSifi'keiJXojn/ noun the for¬ 
mation of bone. Also called osteogenesis 
OSSium /'nsiom/ » fragilitas ossium 
OSt- /DSt / prefix same as osteo- (used before 
vowels) 

osteotomy /D'stektomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration in which a bone, or a piece of bone, is 
removed (note: The plural is ostectomies.) 
osteitis /.Dsti'aitis/ noun inflammation of a 
bone due to injury or infection 
osteitis deformans /.osti.aitis di: 
Tnimonz noun a disease which gradually sof¬ 
tens bones in the spine, legs and skull, so that 
they become curved. Also called Paget’s dis¬ 
ease 

osteitis fibrosis cystica /,Dstiaitis fai 
,br3usis 'sistiko/ noun a generalised weak¬ 
ness of bones, caused by excessive activity of 
the thyroid gland and associated with forma¬ 
tion of cysts, in which bone tissue is replaced 
by fibrous tissue. Also called von Reckling¬ 
hausen’s disease (note: The localised form is 
osteitis fibrosis localista.) 
osteo- /Dstiou/ prefix bone 
osteoarthritis /.DStiouai'Oraitis/ noun a de¬ 
generative disease of middle-aged and elderly 
people characterised by inflamed joints which 
become stiff and painful. Also called osteoar¬ 
throsis 

osteoarthropathy /,Dsti3ua:'0rDp30i/ 
noun a disease of the bone and cartilage at a 
joint, particularly the ankles, knees or wrists, 
associated with carcinoma of the bronchi 
osteoarthrosis /jnstiooui'Oroosis/ noun 
same as osteoarthritis 

osteoarthrotomy (nslioourTIrntomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to remove the articular end 
of a bone (note: The plural is osteoarthroto¬ 
mies.) 

osteoblast /'Dstioubkest/ noun a cell in an 
embryo which forms bone 
osteochondritis ^Dstioukon'draitis/ noun 
degeneration of the epiphyses 

osteochondritis dissecans /.DstioukDn 

,draitis 'disoktenz/ noun a painful condition 
where pieces of articular cartilage become de¬ 
tached from the joint surface 
osteochondroma /jnstiooknn'droomr)/ 
noun a tumour containing both bony and carti¬ 
laginous cells (note: The plural is osteochon¬ 
dromas or osteochondromata.) 
osteochondrosis /.DstioukDn'drousis/ 
noun a disorder of cartilage and bone forma¬ 
tion which affects the joints in children, caus¬ 
ing pain and a limp, probably due to circula¬ 
tion disturbances to that part of the bone 
osteoclasia /jnstioo'kleizio j osteoclasis / 
,DSti'Dkl3Sis/ noun 1 . destruction of bone tis¬ 
sue by osteoclasts 2. a surgical operation to 


fracture or refracture bone to correct a deform¬ 
ity 

osteoclast /'Dstiouklasst/ noun 1 . a cell 
which destroys bone 2. a surgical instrument 
for breaking bones 

osteoclastoma /.Dstiouklae'stoumo/ noun 
a usually benign tumour occurring at the ends 
of long bones (note: The plural is osteoclasto¬ 
mas or osteoclastomata.) 

OSteocyte /'Dstiousait/ noun a bone cell 
osteodystrophia /.Dstioudi'stroufio/, os¬ 
teodystrophy /.Dstiou'distrofi/ noun a bone 
disease, especially one caused by disorder of 
the metabolism 

osteogenesis /,Dsti3u'd3en3sis/ noun 
same as ossification 

osteogenesis imperfecta /.Dstiou 
,d 3 enosis impo'fekto/ noun a congenital 
condition in which bones are brittle and break 
easily due to unusual bone formation. Also 
called brittle bone disease 
osteogenic /.Dstiau'dsenik/ adjective made 
of or originating in bone tissue 
osteology /,Dsti'Dl3d3i/ noun the study of 
bones and their structure 
osteolysis /,DSti'Dl3Sis/ noun 1 . destruction 
of bone tissue by osteoclasts 2. loss of bone 
calcium 

osteolytic /.DStisu'litik/ adjective referring 
to osteolysis 

osteoma /.Dsti'suma/ noun a benign tumour 
in a bone (note: The plural is osteomas or os¬ 
teomata.) 

osteomalacia /^stioumo'leijo/ noun a con¬ 
dition in adults in which the bones become soft 
because of lack of calcium and Vitamin D, or 
limited exposure to sunlight 
osteomyelitis /,Dsti3umai3'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the interior of bone, especially 
the marrow spaces 

osteon /'Dstmn/ noun same as Haversian 
system 

osteopath /'DSti3U,p£e0/ noun a person who 
practises osteopathy 

osteopathy /,DSti'Dp30i/ noun 1 . the treat¬ 
ment of disorders by massage and manipula¬ 
tion of joints 2. any disease of bone (NOTE: The 

plural is osteopathies.) 

osteopetrosis /.Dstiaups'trausis/ noun a 
disease of a group in which bones increase in 
density. Also called marble bone disease 
osteophony ^DSti'Dfani/ noun the conduc¬ 
tion of sound by bone, as occurs in the ear. 
Also called bone conduction 
osteophyte /'Dstisufait/ noun a bony 
growth 

osteoplastic necrotomy /.Dstisuplasstik 
nek'rntomi noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
move a piece of dead bone tissue 
osteoplasty /'Dstisupkesti/ noun plastic 
surgery on bones 
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osteoporosis /^stioupoi'rousis/ noun a 
condition in which the bones become thin, po¬ 
rous and brittle, due to low levels of oestrogen, 
lack of calcium and lack of physical exercise. 
Also called brittle bone disease 
comment: Osteoporosis mainly affects post¬ 
menopausal women, increasing the risk of 
fractures. Hormone replacement therapy is 
the most effective method of preventing oste¬ 
oporosis though there are other risks to health 
from long-term use. 

osteosarcoma /^istiousai'koumo/ noun a 
malignant tumour of bone cells (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is osteosarcomas or osteosarcomata.) 
osteosclerosis ^Dstiousklo'rousis/ noun a 
condition in which the bony spaces become 
hardened as a result of persistent inflammation 
osteotome /'Dstioutoum/ noun a type of 
chisel used by surgeons to cut bone 
osteotomy /,DSti'Dtomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to cut a bone, especially to relieve pain 
in a joint (note: The plural is osteotomies.) 
ostia 1 nst i 0 / plural of ostium 
OStium 'nstiorn noun an opening into a pas¬ 
sage (note: The plural is ostia.) 

OStomy /'nstomi/ noun a colostomy or ileos¬ 
tomy (informal) (note: The plural is ostomies.) 
-OStomy /nstomi/ suffix operation to make an 
opening 

OT abbr occupational therapist 
Ot- /out/ prefix same as oto- (usedbefore vow¬ 
els) 

Otalgia 'oo'tteld/jo/ noun same as earache 
OTC abbreviation referring to medication 
which can be bought freely at a chemist’s 
shop, and does not need a prescription. Full 
form over the counter 

OTC drug /,ou ti: 'sit drAg/ noun same as 
over-the-counter drug 
Otic /'outik/ adjective referring to the ear 
otic ganglion /.outik 'gaerjglion/ noun a 
ganglion associated with the mandibular nerve 
where it leaves the skull 
Otitis /ou'taitis/ noun inflammation of the ear 
Otitis externa /3U,taitis ik'st3in3/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the external auditory meatus to 
the eardrum 

Otitis interna /3u,taitis in't3:ri3/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the inner ear. Also called laby¬ 
rinthitis 

Otitis media /3u,taitis 'miidis/ noun an in¬ 
fection of the middle ear, usually accompanied 
by headaches and fever. Also called middle 
ear infection, tympanitis 
OtO- /outou/ prefix ear 

otolaryngologist /.outoulEerirj'gDlodjist/ 
noun a doctor who specialises in treatment of 
diseases of the ear and throat 

otolaryngology /^utoulaerig'gDlodsi/ 

noun the study of diseases of the ear and throat 


otolith /'outoliB/ noun a tiny piece of calcium 
carbonate attached to the hair cells in the sac¬ 
cule and utricle of the inner ear 
otolith organ /.outoliG 'oigon/ noun one of 
two pairs of sensory organs in the inner ear, the 
saccule and the utricle, which pass information 
to the brain about the position of the head 
otologist /ou'tDiodgist/ noun a doctor who 
specialises in the study of the ear 
otology /3u'tDlod3i/ noun the scientific study 
of the ear and its diseases 
-OtO my /otomi/ suffix an act of cutting into an 
organ or part of the body in a surgical opera¬ 
tion 

otomycosis /.outomai'kousis/ noun an in¬ 
fection of the external auditory meatus by a 
fungus 

otoplasty /'outopkesti/ noun plastic surgery 
of the external ear to repair damage or deform¬ 
ity 

otorhinolaryngologist /.outou.rainou 

.lserirj'gDlodsist/ noun a doctor who special¬ 
ises in the study of the ear, nose and throat 
otorhinolaryngology /.outou.rainou 

.lserir) 'golod 3 i/ noun the study of the ear, nose 
and throat. Also called ENT 
otorrhagia /,outo'reid 3 o/ noun bleeding 
from the external ear 

otorrhoea /.outo'riio/ noun the discharge of 
pus from the ear (note: The US spelling is otor¬ 
rhea.) 

otosclerosis /.outousklo'rousis/ noun a 
condition in which the ossicles in the middle 
ear become thicker and the stapes becomes 
fixed to the oval window leading to deafness 
otoscope /'outoskoup/ noun same as auri- 
scope 

otospongiosis /.outo.spAndsi'ousis/ noun 
the formation of spongy bone in the labyrinth 
of the ear which occurs in otosclerosis 
Otosporin /'outospDrin/ a trade name for 
ear drops containing hydrocortisone, neomy¬ 
cin and polymyxin 

ototoxic /.outo'tDksik/ adjective referring to 
a drug or an effect which is damaging to or¬ 
gans or nerves involved in hearing or balance 
outbreak /'autbreik/ noun a series of cases 
of a disease which starts suddenly O There was 
an outbreak of typhoid fever or a typhoid out¬ 
break. 

outcome /'autkAm/ noun 1 . what happens as 
the result of something 2. a measure of the re¬ 
sult of an intervention or treatment, e.g. the 
mortality rate following different methods of 
surgery O medical outcomes 
outer /'auto/ adjective outside or external 
outer ear /.autor 'io/ noun the part of the ear 
which is on the outside of the head, together 
with the passage leading to the eardrum. Also 
called external ear 
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outer pleura /.auts plooro/ noun same as 

parietal pleura 

outlet /'autlet/ noun an opening or channel 
through which something can go out 

out-of-body experience /,aut ov 'bDdi ik 

spmrions/ noun an occasion when a person 
feels as though they have left their body and, 
often, travelled along a tunnel towards a bright 
light (note: It may happen after anaesthesia, 
perhaps caused by the brain not having enough 
oxygen.) 

outpatient /'autpeiJX3)nt/ noun someone 
who comes to a hospital for treatment but does 
not stay overnight O She goes for treatment as 
an outpatient. Abbr OP. Compare inpatient 
outpatient department 'aotpeifiojnt di 
,pa:tm3nt/, outpatients’ department /'aut 
peij(3)nts di,pa:tm3nt/, outpatients’ clinic / 
'autpeij(3)nts .klimk/ noun a department of 
a hospital which deals with outpatients 
outreach /'autri:tJ7 noun services provided 
for patients or the public in general, outside a 
hospital or clinic 
ova /'3UV3/ plural of ovum 
oval window /'3UV(3)1 ,wind3u/ noun an 
oval opening between the middle ear and the 
inner ear. Also called fenestra ovalis. See il¬ 
lustration at EAR in Supplement 
ovar- /suvar/ prefix same as ovari- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

ovaralgia /,3uv3'r£eld33/ noun pain in the 
ovaries. Also called ovarialgia 
ovari- /auvsri/ prefix ovaries 
ovarialgia /.suvesri'aeldja/ noun same as 

ovaralgia 

ovarian /au'vesrisn/ adjective referring to 
the ovaries 

ovarian cancer /su, vearisn 'ksenss/ noun a 
malignant tumour of the ovary, which occurs 
especially after the menopause 
ovarian cycle /3u,ve3ri3n 'saik(3)I/ noun 
the regular changes in the ovary during a wom¬ 
an's reproductive life 

ovarian cyst /3u,ve3ri3n 'sist/ noun a cyst 
which develops in the ovaries 
ovarian follicle /su.vesrisn 'fDlik(3)l/ noun 
a cell which contains an ovum. Also called 

Graafian follicle 

ovariectomy /,3uv3ri'ekt3mi/ noun same as 

oophorectomy (note: The plural is ovariecto¬ 
mies.) 

ovariocele /su'vesrisusiil/ noun a hernia of 
an ovary 

ovariotomy /.suvari'Dtsmi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove an ovary or a tumour in an 
ovary (note: The plural is ovariotomies.) 
ovaritis /,3uv3'raitis/ noun same as oophori¬ 
tis 

ovary /'3uv(3)ri/ noun one of two organs in a 
woman which produce ova or egg cells and se¬ 
crete the female hormone oestrogen. Also 


overproduction 

called oophoron. See illustration at urogeni¬ 
tal system (female) in Supplement (note: The 
plural is ovaries. For other terms referring to 
ovaries, see words beginning with oophor-, 
oophoro-.) 

over- /ouvo/ prefix too much 
overbite /'ouvobait/ noun the usual forma¬ 
tion of the teeth, in which the top incisors 
come down over and in front of the bottom in¬ 
cisors when the jaws are closed 
overcome /.ouvo'kAm/ verb 1 . to fight some¬ 
thing and win 2. to make a person lose con¬ 
sciousness O Two people were overcome by 
smoke in the fire, (note: overcoming - over¬ 
came - overcome) 

overcompensate /.ouvo'komponseit/ verb 
to try too hard to cover the effects of a condi¬ 
tion or quality (note: overompensating - 
overcompensated) 

overcompensation /.ouvokDmpon 

'seij(9)n/ noun an attempt by a person to re¬ 
move the bad effects of a mistake or a fault in 
their character in which they make too much 
effort, and so cause some other problem 
overdo /.ouvo'du:/ verb □ to overdo it or to 
overdo things to work too hard or to do too 
much exercise ( informal ) O She overdid it, 
working until 9 o’clock every evening. O He 
has been overdoing things and has to rest. 
overdose /'ouvodous/ noun a dose of a drug 
which is larger than the recommended or usual 
dose 

overeating /.ouvor'iitig/ noun eating too 
much food 

overexertion /.ouvorig'zaiJXojn/ noun do¬ 
ing too much physical work or taking too 
much exercise 

overflow incontinence /.ouvoflou in'kon 
tinons/ noun a leakage of urine because the 
bladder is too full 

overgrow /.ouvo'grou/ verb [of a tissue) to 
grow over another tissue (note: overgrew - 
overgrown) 

overgrowth /'ouvogrouG/ noun a growth of 
tissue over another tissue 
overjet /'ouvodset/ noun a space which sep¬ 
arates the top incisors from the bottom incisors 
when the jaws are closed 
overlap /.ouvo'lsep/ verb [of bandages, etc.) 
to lie partly on top of another (note: overlap¬ 
ping - overlapped) 

overprescribe /ouvopri'skraib/ verb to is¬ 
sue too many prescriptions for something O 
Some doctors seriously overprescribe tran¬ 
quillisers. (note: overprescribing - overpre¬ 
scribed) 

overproduction /.ouvopro'dAkJon/ noun 
the act of producing too much of something O 
The condition is caused by overproduction of 
thyroxine by the thyroid gland. 
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oversew /'ouvosou/ verb to sew a patch of 
tissue over a perforation (note: oversewing - 
oversewed - oversewn) 
overt /ou'v3:t/ adjective easily seen with the 
naked eye. Opposite occult 
over-the-counter drug /.ouvo do 'kaunto 
drAg/ noun a drug which you can buy from a 
pharmacy without a doctor’s prescription. 
Also called OTC drug 

overweight /.ouvo'weit/ adjective fatter and 
heavier than is medically advisable O He is 
several kilos overweight for his age and 
height. 

overwork /,ouvo'w3:k/ noun too much work 
O He collapsed from overwork. ■ verb to work 
too much, or make something work too much 
O He has been overworking his heart. 
overwrought /.ouvo'roit/ adjective very 
tense and nervous 
ovi- /ouvi/ prefix eggs or ova 
oviduct /'ouvidAkt/ noun same as Fallopian 
tube 

ovulate /'Dvjuleit/ verb to release a mature 
ovum into a Fallopian tube (note: ovulating - 
ovulated) 

ovulation /,Dvju'leiJ(3)n/ noun the release 
of an ovum from the mature ovarian follicle 
into the Fallopian tube 

ovum /'ouvom/ noun a female egg cell which, 
when fertilised by a spermatozoon, begins to 
develop into an embryo (note: The plural is 
ova. For other terms referring to ova, see words 
beginning with oo-.) 

-oxacin /Dksosin/ suffix quinolone drug O 
ciprofloxacin 

oxidase /'Dksideiz/ noun an enzyme which 
encourages oxidation by removing hydrogen. 

0 monoamine oxidase 

oxidation /,Dksi'deiJX3)n/ noun the action of 
making oxides by combining with oxygen or 
removing hydrogen 

comment: Carbon compounds form oxides 
when metabolised with oxygen in the body, 
producing carbon dioxide, 
oxide /'Dksaid/ noun a compound formed 
with oxygen 

oximeter /Dk'simito/ noun an instrument 
which measures the amount of oxygen in 
something, especially in blood 
oxybutynin /.Dksi'bjuitomn/, oxybutinin 
noun a drug which reduces the need to pass 
urine 

oxycephalic /.Dksiko'faelik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to oxycephaly 

oxycephaly /.Dksi'kefoli/ noun a condition 
in which the skull is shaped into a point, with 
exophthalmos and poor sight. Also called tur¬ 
ricephaly 

oxygen /'Dksid 3 on/ noun a chemical element 
that is a common colourless gas which is 


present in the air and essential to human life 
(note: The chemical symbol is O.) 
comment: Oxygen is absorbed into the blood¬ 
stream through the lungs and is carried to the 
tissues along the arteries. It is essential to 
healthy metabolism and given to patients with 
breathing difficulties. 

oxygenate /'Dksid 3 oneit/ verb to combine 
blood with oxygen (note: oxygenating - oxy¬ 
genated) 

oxygenated blood /,Dksid39neitid 'bUd/ 
noun blood which has received oxygen in the 
lungs and is being carried to the tissues along 
the arteries. Also called arterial blood. Com¬ 
pare deoxygenated blood (note: Oxygenated 
blood is brighter red than venous deoxygenated 
blood.) 

oxygenation /,Dksid33'neiJ(3)n/ noun the 
fact of becoming combined or filled with oxy¬ 
gen O Blood is carried along the pulmonary 
artery to the lungs for oxygenation. 
oxygenator /'Dksidso.neito/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which puts oxygen into the blood, used 
as an artificial lung in surgery 
oxygen cylinder /'Dksid 3 on .silindo/ noun 
a heavy metal tube which contains oxygen and 
is connected to a patient’s oxygen mask 
oxygen mask /'Dksid 3 on maisk/ noun a 
mask connected to a supply of oxygen, which 
can be put over the face to help someone with 
breathing difficulties 

oxygen tent /'Dksid 3 on tent/ noun a type of 
cover put over a person so that he or she can 
breathe in oxygen 

oxygen therapy /'Dksid 3 on Geropi/ noun 
any treatment involving the administering of 
oxygen, e.g. in an oxygen tent or in emergency 
treatment for heart failure 
oxyhaemoglobin /.Dksi.hiimo'gbubin/ 
noun a compound of haemoglobin and oxygen, 
which is the way oxygen is carried in arterial 
blood from the lungs to the tissues. [) haemo¬ 
globin (note: The US spelling is oxyhemo¬ 
globin.) 

oxyntic /Dk'sintik/ adjective referring to 
glands and cells in the stomach which produce 
acid 

oxyntic cell /Dk'sintik sel/ noun a cell in the 
gastric gland which secretes hydrochloric ac¬ 
id. Also called parietal cell 
oxytetracycline /.Dksi.tetro'saikliin/ noun 
an antibiotic which is effective against a wide 
range of organisms 

oxytocic /.Dksi'tousik/ noun a drug which 
helps to start the process of childbirth, or 
speeds it up ■ adjective starting or speeding up 
childbirth by causing contractions in the mus¬ 
cles of the uterus 

oxytocin /.Dksi'tousin/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the posterior pituitary gland, which 
controls the contractions of the uterus and en¬ 
courages the flow of milk 
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ozone sickness 


COMMENT: An extract of oxytocin is used as an 
injection to start contractions of the uterus and 
to assist in the third stage of labour, 
oxyuriasis /.Dksiju'raiasis/ noun same as 

enterobiasis 

Oxyuris jnksi'joons/ noun same as Entero- 
bius 

ozaena /su'zitns/ noun 1 . a disease of the 
nose in which the nasal passage is blocked and 
mucus forms, giving off an unpleasant smell 2. 
any unpleasant discharge from the nose (NOTE: 
The US spelling is ozena.) 
ozone 'oozoon. noun a gas present in the at¬ 
mosphere in small quantities, which is harmful 
at high levels of concentration 


COMMENT: The maximum amount of ozone 
which is considered safe for humans to 
breathe is 80 parts per billion. Even in lower 
concentrations it irritates the throat, makes 
people cough and gives headaches and asth¬ 
ma attacks similar to hay fever. The ozone 
layer in the stratosphere acts as a protection 
against the harmful effects of the sun’s radia¬ 
tion, and the destruction or reduction of the 
layer has the effect of allowing more radiation 
to pass through the atmosphere with harmful 
effects such as skin cancer on humans, 
ozone sickness /'suzsun ,sikn3s/ noun a 
condition experienced by jet travellers, due to 
levels of ozone in aircraft 



P t substance P 

Pa abbr pascal 

pacemaker /'peismeiko/ noun 1. a node in 
the heart which regulates the heartbeat. Also 
called sinoatrial node, SA node 2. 0 cardiac 
pacemaker, epicardial pacemaker 

comment: An electrode is usually attached to 
the epicardium and linked to the device which 
can be implanted in various positions in the 
chest. 

pachy- /paeki/ prefix thickening 
pachydactyly /.paeki'daektili/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the fingers and toes become 
thicker than usual 

pachydermia /,paeki'd3:mio/, pachyderma 

/, paeki'dsimo/ noun a condition in which the 
skin becomes thicker than normal 
pachymeningitis /.paek^menin'dsaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the dura mater 
pachymeninx /.paeki'mimirjks/ noun same 
as dura mater 

pachyonychia /.paekio'nikio/ noun unusual 
thickness of the nails 

pachysomia /.paeki'soumio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which soft tissues of the body become 
unusually thick 

pacifier /'paesifaio/ noun US a child’s dum¬ 
my 

pacing /'peisirj/ noun a surgical operation to 
implant or attach a cardiac pacemaker 
Pacinian corpuscle /po.sinion 
'koipAs(o)l/ noun a sensory nerve ending in 
the skin which is sensitive to touch and vibra¬ 
tions 

pack /peek/ noun 1 . a tampon of gauze or cot¬ 
ton wool, used to fill an orifice such as the nose 
or vagina 2. a piece of wet material folded 
tightly, used to press on the body 3. a treatment 
in which a blanket or sheet is used to wrap 
round the body 4. a box or bag of goods for 
sale O a pack of sticking plaster O The cough 
tablets are sold in packs of fifty. ■ verb 1 . to fill 
an orifice with a tampon O The ear was packed 
with cotton wool to absorb the discharge. 2. to 
put things in cases or boxes O The transplant 
organ arrived at the hospital packed in ice. 


packed cell volume /,paskt 'sel .voljuim/ 
noun the volume of red blood cells in a per¬ 
son’s blood shown against the total volume of 
blood. Also called haematocrit 
packing /'psekig/ noun absorbent material 
put into a wound or part of the body to absorb 
fluids 

pack up /.psek 'Ap/ verb to stop working 
(informal ) O His heart simply packed up under 
the strain. 

PACT abbr prescribing analyses and cost 
pad /peed/ noun 1. a piece or mass of soft ab¬ 
sorbent material, placed on part of the body to 
protect it O She wrapped a pad of soft cotton 
wool round the sore. 2. a thickening of part of 
the skin 

paed- /pi:d/ prefix same as paedo- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) (note: The US spelling is ped-.) 
paediatric /.piidi'aetrik/ adjective referring 
to the treatment of the diseases of children O A 
new paediatric hospital has been opened. O 
Parents can visit children in the paediatric 
wards at any time. 

‘Paediatric day surgery minimizes the length of hos¬ 
pital stay and therefore is less traumatic for both 
child and parents’ [British Journal of Nursing] 
paediatrician ^piidio'trij^n/ noun a doc¬ 
tor who specialises in the treatment of diseases 
of children 

paediatrics /.piidi'aetriks/ noun the study of 
children, their development and diseases. 
Compare geriatrics 

paedo- /piidou/ prefix referring to children 
paedodontia noun another spelling of pedo- 
dontia 

Paget’s disease /'p£ed39ts di,zi:z/ noun 1 . 
same as osteitis deformans 2. a form of breast 
cancer which starts as an itchy rash round the 
nipple [Described 1877. After Sir James Paget 
(1814-99), British surgeon.] 
pain /pern/ noun the feeling of severe discom¬ 
fort which a person has when hurt O The doc¬ 
tor gave him an injection to relieve the pain. O 
She is suffering from back pain, (note: Pain 
can be used in the plural to show that it recurs: 
She has pains in her left leg.) □ to be in great 
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pain to have very sharp pains which are diffi¬ 
cult to bear 

comment: Pain is carried by the sensory 
nerves to the central nervous system. From 
the site it travels up the spinal column to the 
medulla and through a series of neurones 
which use Substance P as the neurotransmit¬ 
ter to the sensory cortex. Pain is the method 
by which a person knows that part of the body 
is damaged or infected, though the pain is not 
always felt in the affected part. See synalgia. 
pain clinic /'pern .klinik/ noun a centre 
which looks after people with severe persistent 
pain and whose staff include professionals 
from many specialist areas of medicine 
painful /'peinf(9)l/ adjective causing pain O 
She has a painful skin disease. O His foot is so 
painful he can hardly walk. O Your eye looks 
very red - is it very painful? 
painkiller /'peinkib/ noun a drug that reduc¬ 
es pain 

painless /'peinbs/ adjective not causing pain 
O a painless method of removing warts 
pain pathway /'pern ,pa:0wei/ noun a series 
of linking nerve fibres and neurones which 
carry impulses of pain from the site to the sen¬ 
sory cortex 

pain receptor /'pern ri.septo/ noun a nerve 
ending which is sensitive to pain 
pain relief /'pern ri.liif/ noun the act of eas¬ 
ing pain by using analgesics 
paint /peint/ noun a coloured antiseptic, anal¬ 
gesic or astringent liquid which is put on the 
surface of the body ■ verb to cover a wound 
with an antiseptic, analgesic or astringent liq¬ 
uid or lotion O She painted the rash with cala¬ 
mine. 

painter’s colic /,peintoz 'kDlik/ noun a 
form of lead poisoning caused, especially for¬ 
merly, by working with paint 
pain threshold /'pern .©rejhould/ noun the 
point at which a person finds it impossible to 
bear pain without crying 
palatal /'paebt(3)l/ adjective referring to the 
palate 

palate /'psebt/ noun the roof of the mouth 
and floor of the nasal cavity, formed of the 
hard and soft palates 

palate bone /'paebt boun/ noun one of two 
bones which form part of the hard palate, the 
orbits of the eyes and the cavity behind the 
nose. Also called palatine bone 
palatine /'paebtain/ adjective referring to the 
palate 

palatine arch /'paebtain a:tJ7 noun a fold of 
tissue between the soft palate and the pharynx 
palatine bone /'paebtain boun/ noun same 

as palate bone 

palatine tonsil /.paebtain 'tDns(o)l/ noun 

same as tonsil 

palato- /paebt au/ prefix the palate 


palatoglossal arch /,paebt3u,glDs(3)l 
'a:tJ7 noun a fold between the soft palate and 
the tongue, anterior to the tonsil 
palatopharyngeal arch /.paebtoufaerin 
,d 3 iol 'cutJV noun a fold between the soft pal¬ 
ate and the pharynx, posterior to the tonsil 
palatoplasty /'paebtoplaesti/ noun plastic 
surgery of the roof of the mouth, e.g. to repair 
a cleft palate 

palatoplegia /,paebto'pli:d33/ noun paraly¬ 
sis of the soft palate 

palatorrhaphy /.paeb'toirafi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to suture and close a cleft palate. 
Also called staphylorrhaphy, uraniscor¬ 
rhaphy 

pale /peil/ adjective light coloured or white O 
After her illness she looked pale and tired. □ to 
turn pale to become white in the face, because 
the flow of blood is reduced O Some people 
turn pale at the sight of blood. 
paleness /'peilnos/ noun the fact of being 
pale 

pali- /paeli/ prefix same as palin- 
palilalia /.paeli'leilb/ noun a speech disorder 
in which the person repeats words 
palin- /'paelin/ prefix repeating 
palindromic /.paelin'droumik/ adjective re¬ 
curring O a palindromic disease 
palliative /'paelbtiv/ noun a treatment or 
drug which relieves symptoms but does noth¬ 
ing to cure the disease which causes the symp¬ 
toms. For example, a painkiller can reduce the 
pain in a tooth, but will not cure the caries 
which causes the pain. ■ adjective providing 
relief 

‘...coronary artery bypass grafting is a palliative 
procedure aimed at the relief of persistent angina 
pectoris’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

palliative care /'paelbtiv 'keo/, palliative 
treatment /.paelbtiv 'triitmont/ noun treat¬ 
ment which helps to reduce the symptoms of a 
disease, especially a terminal or chronic condi¬ 
tion, but does not cure it 
comment: Palliative care may involve giving 
antibiotics, transfusions, pain-killing drugs, 
low-dose chemotherapy and psychological 
and social support to help the person and their 
family adjust to the illness. The treatment is 
often provided in a hospice, 
pallidotomy / .paeli' dot omi/ noun an opera¬ 
tion on the brain which can reduce many of the 
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, such as 
tremor, bradykinesia and bent posture 
pallium /'paelbm/ noun the layer of grey mat¬ 
ter on the surface of the cerebral cortex 
pallor /'paeb/ noun the condition of being 
pale 

palm /pa:m/ noun the inner surface of the 
hand, extending from the bases of the fingers 
to the wrist 

palmar /'paelmo/ adjective referring to the 
palm of the hand 
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palmar arch /'paelmor a:t J7 noun one of two 
arches or joins within the palm formed by two 
arteries which link together 
palmar fascia /.paelmo 'feijo/ noun the ten¬ 
dons in the palm of the hand 
palmar interosseus /.paelmor ,inter 
'Dsios/ noun a deep muscle between the bones 
in the hand 

palmar region /'paelmo ,ri:d 3 (o)n/ noun an 
area of skin around the palm 
palpable /'paelpob(o)l/ adjective 1. able to be 
felt when touched 2. able to be examined with 
the hand 

‘...mammography is the most effective technique 
available for the detection of occult (non-palpable) 
breast cancer. It has been estimated that mammogra¬ 
phy can detect a carcinoma two years before it be¬ 
comes palpable’ [Southern Medical Journal] 
palpate /pael'peit/ verb to examine part of the 
body by feeling it with the hand 
palpation /pael'peiJXojn/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of part of the body by feeling it with the 
hand 

palpebra /'paelpibro/ noun same as eyelid 
(note: The plural is palpebrae.) 
palpebral /'paelpibrol/ adjective referring to 
the eyelids 

palpitate /'peelpiteit/ verb to beat rapidly or 
irregularly 

palpitation /palpi'teiJ(o)n/ noun awareness 
that the heart is beating rapidly or irregularly, 
possibly caused by stress or by a disease 
pan- /pan/ prefix referring to everything 
panacea /,pano 1 siio/ noun a medicine which 
is supposed to cure everything 
Pan ado I /'panodol/ a trade name for para¬ 
cetamol 

panarthritis /,panai'0raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of all the tissues of a joint or of all the 
joints in the body 

pancarditis /.pankai'daitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of all the tissues in the heart, i.e. the 
heart muscle, the endocardium and the pericar¬ 
dium 

pancreas /'paeqkrios/ noun a gland which 
lies across the back of the body between the 
kidneys. See illustration at digestive system in 
Supplement 

comment: The pancreas has two functions: 
the first is to secrete the pancreatic juice 
which goes into the duodenum and digests 
proteins and carbohydrates; the second func¬ 
tion is to produce the hormone insulin which 
regulates the use of sugar by the body. This 
hormone is secreted into the bloodstream by 
the islets of Langerhans which are in the pan¬ 
creas. 

pancreatectomy /.paegkrio'tektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of all or part of the pan¬ 
creas 

pancreatic /.paeqkri'aetik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the pancreas 


pancreatic duct /.paeqkri'setik dAkt/ noun 
a duct leading through the pancreas to the du¬ 
odenum 

pancreatic juice /.paeqkri'aetik d 3 u:s/, 
pancreatic secretion /.paegkri.eet ik si 
'kriiJ(o)n/ noun a digestive juice, formed of 
enzymes produced by the pancreas, which di¬ 
gests fats and carbohydrates 
pancreatin /'paeqkriotin/ noun a substance 
made from enzymes secreted by the pancreas, 
used to treat someone whose pancreas does not 
produce pancreatic enzymes 
pancreatitis /.paerjkrio'taitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the pancreas 

pancreatomy /.paeijkri'aetomi/, pancreatot- 

omy ^paepkrio'tDtomi/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to open the pancreatic duct 
pancytopenia /.paensaito'piinio/ noun a 
condition in which there are too few red and 
white blood cells and blood platelets 
pandemic /paen'demik/ noun an epidemic 
disease which affects many parts of the world. 
Compare endemic, epidemic ■ adjective 
widespread 

pang /paeg/ noun a sudden sharp pain, espe¬ 
cially in the intestine O After not eating for a 
day, she suffered pangs of hunger. 
panhysterectomy /.paenhisto'rektmi/ 
noun the surgical removal of all the uterus and 
the cervix 

panic /'paenik/ noun a feeling of great fear 
which cannot be stopped and which some¬ 
times results in irrational behaviour O He was 
in a panic as he sat in the consultant’s waiting 
room. ■ verb to be suddenly afraid O She pan¬ 
icked when the surgeon told her she might 
need to have an operation. 
panic attack /'paenik o.taek/ noun a sudden 
onset of panic 

panic disorder /'paenik dis.oido/ noun a 
condition in which somebody has frequent 
panic attacks 

panniculitis /po.mkju'laitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the panniculus adiposus, producing 
tender swellings on the thighs and breasts 
panniculus /po'mkjulos/ noun a layer of 
membranous tissue 

panniculus adiposus /po.mkjubs 
.aedi'pousos/ noun a layer of fat underneath 
the skin 

pannUS /'paenos/ noun a growth on the cor¬ 
nea containing tiny blood vessels 

panophthalmia /.paenDf'Gaelmio/, panoph¬ 
thalmitis /.paenDfGael'maitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the whole of the eye 
panosteitis /.paenDsti'aitis/, panostitis 

/paeno'staitis/ noun inflammation of the 
whole of a bone 

panotitis /.paenou'taitis/ noun inflammation 
affecting all of the ear, but especially the mid¬ 
dle ear 
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panproctocolectomy /.pasnproktokoTel 

ktomi/ noun the surgical removal of the whole 

of the rectum and the colon 

pant /paent/ verb to take short breaths because 

of too much exercise, to gasp for breath O He 

was panting when he reached the top of the 

stairs. 

pant- /paent/ prefix same as pan- 
panto- /paentou/ prefix same as pan- 
pantothenic acid /.paento.Genik 'aesid/ 
noun a vitamin of the vitamin B complex, 
found in liver, yeast and eggs 
pantotropic /.paento'tropik/, pantropic 
/paen'tmpik/ adjective referring to a virus 
which attacks many different parts of the body 
Papanicolaou test /.paspomko'leiu: test/ 
noun a method of staining samples from vari¬ 
ous body secretions to test for malignancy, e.g. 
testing a cervical smear sample to see if cancer 
is present. Also called Pap test [Described 
1933. After George Nicholas Papanicolaou 
(1883-1962), Greek anatomist and physician 
who worked in the USA.] 
papaveretum /po.paevo'riitom/ noun a 
preparation of opium used to reduce pain 
papilla /po'pilo/ noun a small swelling which 
sticks up above the usual surface level O The 
upper surface of the tongue is covered with pa¬ 
pillae. (note: The plural is papillae.) 
papillary /po'pilori/ adjective referring to pa¬ 
pillae 

papillitis /.paepi'laitis/ noun inflammation 
of the optic disc at the back of the eye 
papilloedema /.paepilou'diimo/ noun an ac¬ 
cumulation of fluid in the optic disc at the back 
of the eye 

papilloma /.paepi'loumo/ noun a benign tu¬ 
mour on the skin or mucous membrane (note: 
The plural is papillomas or papillomata.) 
papillomatosis /.pgepiloumo'tousis/ noun 
1. being affected with papillomata 2. the for¬ 
mation of papillomata 

papillotomy /.paepi'lDtomi/ noun the opera¬ 
tion of cutting into the body at the point where 
the common bile duct and pancreatic duct 
meet to go into the duodenum, in order to im¬ 
prove bile drainage and allow any stones to 
pass out 

papovavirus /po'pouvovairos/ noun a fam¬ 
ily of viruses which start tumours, some of 
which are malignant, and some of which, such 
as warts, are benign 

Pap test /'pasp test/, Pap smear /'paep smio/ 
noun same as Papanicolaou test 

papular /'paepjulo/ adjective referring to a 
papule 

papule /'paepjuil/ noun a small coloured spot 
raised above the surface of the skin as part of a 
rash (note: A flat spot is a macule.) 
papulo- /paepjulou/ prefix relating to a papule 


paraguard stretcher 

papulopustular /.paspjutau'pAstjulo/ ad¬ 
jective referring to a rash with both papules and 
pustules 

papulosquamous /.psepjulou'skweimos/ 
adjective referring to a rash with papules and a 
scaly skin 

para- /pasro/ prefix 1 . similar to or near 2. 
changed or beyond 

parabiosis /.paerobai'ousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which two individuals are joined, e.g. 
conjoined twins 

paracentesis /.paerosen'tiisis/ noun the 
procedure of draining fluid from a cavity in¬ 
side the body using a hollow needle, either for 
diagnostic purposes or because the fluid is 
harmful. Also called tapping 
paracetamol /.pairs'silt oniDl/ noun a com¬ 
mon drug used to relieve mild to moderate 
pain and reduce fever (note: The US name is 
acetaminophen.) 

paracolpitis /.paerokokpaitis/ same as peri¬ 
colpitis 

paracusis /.peers'kjuisis/, paracousia / 
,peers'ku:sis/ noun a disorder of hearing 
paradoxical breathing /,peersdDksik(s)l 
'briidir)/, paradoxical respiration /.paersdok 
sik(s)l ,respi'reij(s)n/ noun a condition af¬ 
fecting someone with broken ribs, where the 
chest appears to move in when he or she 
breathes in, and appears to move out when he 
or she breathes out 

paradoxical sleep /.paersdoksikOjl 'ship/ 
noun same as REM sleep 
paradoxus /.paers'doksss/ » pulsus para¬ 
doxus 

paraesthesia /.paeriis '0i:zis/ noun an unex¬ 
plained tingling sensation. i> pins and needles 
(note: The plural is paraesthesiae.) 

‘...the sensory symptoms are paraesthesiae which 
may spread up the arm over the course of about 20 
minutes’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

paraffin /'paerofin/ noun an oil produced 
from petroleum, forming the base of some 
ointments, and also used for heating and light 
paraffin gauze /'paerofin go:z/ noun gauze 
covered with solid paraffin, used as a dressing 
parageusia /.paero'gjuisio/ noun 1 . a disor¬ 
der of the sense of taste 2. an unpleasant taste 
in the mouth 

paragonimiasis /.paerogDno'maiosis/ noun 
a tropical disease in which the lungs are infest¬ 
ed with the fluke of the genus Paragonimus 
and the person has bronchitis and coughs up 
blood. Also called endemic haemoptysis 
paragraphia /.paero'graefio/ noun the writ¬ 
ing of different words or letters from the ones 
intended, as a result of a stroke or disease 
paraguard stretcher /'paerogaid .stretjo/ 
noun a type of strong stretcher to which the in¬ 
jured person is attached securely, so that he or 
she can be carried upright. It is used for rescu- 
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ing people from mountains or from tall build¬ 
ings. 

para-influenza virus /,peers .influ'enzs 
.vairss/ noun a virus which causes upper res¬ 
piratory tract infection. In its structure it is 
identical to paramyxoviruses and the measles 
virus. 

paralyse /'paerslaiz/ verb to make a part of 
the body unable to carry out voluntary move¬ 
ments by weakening or damaging muscles or 
nerves so that they cannot function, or by using 
a drug O His arm was paralysed after the 
stroke. O She is paralysed from the waist 
down, (note: The US spelling is paralyze.) 
paralysis /ps'raelssis/ noun a condition in 
which part of the body cannot be moved be¬ 
cause the motor nerves have been damaged or 
the muscles have been weakened O The condi¬ 
tion causes paralysis of the lower limbs. O He 
suffered temporary paralysis of the right arm. 
comment: Paralysis can have many causes: 
the commonest are injuries to or diseases of 
the brain or the spinal column, 
paralysis agitans /ps.reelssis 'eed 3 itsns/ 
noun same as Parkinsonism 
paralytic /,peers'litik/ adjective 1 . referring 
to paralysis 2. referring to a person who is par¬ 
alysed 

paralytica /peers'litiks/ » dementia paralyt¬ 
ica 

paralytic ileus /.paerslitik 'iliss/ noun an 
obstruction in the ileum caused by paralysis of 
the muscles of the intestine. Also called ady¬ 
namic ileus 

paralytic poliomyelitis /.paerslitik 
.psulisu.mais'laitis/ noun poliomyelitis 
which affects the muscles 
paramedian /, peers' mi idisn/ adjective near 
the midline of the body 
paramedian plane /.paers'miidisn plein/ 
noun a plane near the midline of the body, par¬ 
allel to the sagittal plane and at right angles to 
the coronal plane. See illustration at anatomi¬ 
cal terms in Supplement 
paramedic /.peers'medik/ noun a person 
whose work involves the restoration of health 
and normal functioning (note: Paramedic is 
used to refer to all types of services and staff, 
from therapists and hygienists, to ambulance 
drivers and radiographers, but does not include 
doctors, nurses or midwives.) 
paramedical /.paers'medikCs)!/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to services linked to those given by 
nurses, doctors and surgeons 
paramesonephric duct /.peersmess'nefrik 
,dAkt/ noun one of the two ducts in an embryo 
which develop into the uterus and Fallopian 
tubes. Also called Mullerian duct 
parameter /ps'reemits/ noun a measurement 
of something such as blood pressure which 
may be an important consideration in treating 
the condition which the person has 


parametritis /.paersmi'traitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the parametrium 
parametrium /.paers'miitrism/ noun the 
connective tissue around the uterus 
paramnesia /.peereem'niizis/ noun a disor¬ 
der of the memory in which someone remem¬ 
bers events which have not happened 
paramyxovirus /.paersmikssu'vairss/ 
noun one of a group of viruses, which cause 
mumps, measles and other infectious diseases 
paranasal /,peers'neiz(s)l/ adjective by the 
side of the nose 

paranasal sinus /,peersneiz(s)l 'sainss/, 
paranasal air sinus /,peersneiz(s)l 'es 
, sainss/ noun one of the four pairs of sinuses 
in the skull near the nose, which open into the 
nasal cavity and are lined with sticky mucus 
(note: They are the frontal, maxillary, ethmoidal 
and sphenoidal sinuses.) 
paranoia /.peers'nsis/ noun a behaviour 
characterised by mistaken ideas or delusions 
of persecution or self-importance 
paranoiac /.peers'noisek/ noun a person af¬ 
fected by paranoia 

paranoid /'peersnsid/ adjective having a 
fixed delusion 

paranoid disorder /.paersnsid dis'sids/ 
noun a mental disorder which causes someone 
experiencing it to believe strongly that some¬ 
thing is not right with them, with someone else 
or with the world generally and to maintain the 
belief even when given evidence against it 
(note: The preferred term is delusional disor¬ 
der.) 

paranoid schizophrenia /.peersnsid 
.skitssu'friinis/ noun a form of schizophrenia 
in which the person believes he or she is being 
persecuted 

paraparesis /.peersps'riisis/ noun incom¬ 
plete paralysis of the legs 
paraphasia /.paers'feizis/ noun a speech 
disorder in which the person uses a wrong 
sound in the place of the correct word or 
phrase 

paraphimosis /.paersfai'msusis/ noun a 
condition in which the foreskin around the pe¬ 
nis is tight and may have to be removed by cir¬ 
cumcision 

paraphrenia /.paers'friinis/ noun a dated 
term for a mental disorder involving delusions 
without severe personality deterioration 
paraplegia /, peers'pli:d 3 s/ noun paralysis 
which affects the lower part of the body and 
the legs, usually caused by an injury to the spi¬ 
nal cord 

paraplegic /.peers'pli:d 3 ik/ noun someone 
who has paraplegia ■ adjective paralysed in 
the lower part of the body and legs 
paraprofessional /,peersprs'fej(s)n(s)l/ 
noun somebody with training who acts as an 
assistant to a professional person 
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parapsoriasis /.pseroso'raiosis/ noun a 
group of skin diseases with scales, similar to 
psoriasis 

parapsychology /,paer9sai'kDtad3i/ noun 
the study of effects of the mind which appear 
not to be explained by known psychological or 
scientific principles, e.g. extrasensory percep¬ 
tion and telepathy 

Paraquat /'pasrokwDt/ a trade name for 
dimethyl dupyridilium used as a weedkiller 
parasagittal / ( paero'saed3it(3)l/ adjective 
near the midline of the body 
parasagittal plane /.pasro'ssedsitCo)! 
plein/ noun a plane near the midline of the 
body, parallel to the sagittal plane and at right 
angles to the coronal plane. Also called para¬ 
median plane. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement 

parasitaemia /.pasrosi'tiimio/ noun the 
presence of parasites in the blood 
parasite /'pasrosait/ noun a plant or animal 
which lives on or inside another organism and 
draws nourishment from that organism 
comment: The commonest parasites affecting 
humans are lice on the skin, and various types 
of worms in the intestines. Many diseases 
such as malaria and amoebic dysentery are 
caused by infestation with parasites, 
parasitic /.pasro'sitik/ adjective referring to 
parasites 

parasitic cyst /.pserositik 'sist/ noun a cyst 
caused by the growing larvae of a parasite in 
the body 

parasiticide /.paero'saitisaid/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which kills parasites ■ adjective killing 
parasites 

parasitology /.paerosai'tolodsi/ noun the 
scientific study of parasites 
parasuicide /peers'sunsaid/ noun an act 
where someone tries to kill himself or herself, 
but without really intending to do so, rather as 
a way of drawing attention to his or her psy¬ 
chological condition 

parasympathetic /.peerssimps'Oetik/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the parasympathetic nerv¬ 
ous system 

parasympathetic nervous system / 

.peerssimps.Getik 'n3ivss ,sistsm/, para¬ 
sympathetic system /.paerosimpo'Getik 
,sistsm/ noun one of two parts of the auto¬ 
nomic nervous system. Its messages reach the 
organs of the body through the cranial and sac¬ 
ral nerves to the eyes, the gastrointestinal sys¬ 
tem and other organs. i> sympathetic nervous 
system 

comment: The parasympathetic nervous sys¬ 
tem acts in opposition to the sympathetic 
nervous system, slowing down the action of 
the heart, reducing blood pressure and in¬ 
creasing the rate of digestion, 
parasympatholytic /.pasrosinTpseGoTil 
tik/ noun a drug which reduces the effects of 
the parasympathetic nervous system by relax¬ 


ing smooth muscle, reducing the amount of 
sweat and saliva produced and widening the 
pupil of the eye. An example is atropine. ■ ad¬ 
jective relating to a parasympatholytic drug 
parasympathomimetic /.pasrosim 

.pgeGoumi'metik/ noun a drug which stimu¬ 
lates the parasympathetic nervous system by 
making smooth muscle more tense, widening 
the blood vessels, slowing the heart rate, in¬ 
creasing the amount of sweat and saliva pro¬ 
duced and contracting the pupil of the eye ■ 
adjective producing effects similar to those of 
a parasympathomimetic drug 
parathormone /psero'Goimoun/ noun the 
hormone secreted by the parathyroid glands 
which regulates the level of calcium in blood 
plasma. Also called parathyroid hormone 
parathyroid /.psero'Gairoid/ noun same as 
parathyroid gland ■ adjective 1 . relating to a 
parathyroid gland 2. located close to the thy¬ 
roid gland 

parathyroidectomy /.psero^airoi 

'dektomi/ noun the surgical removal of a par¬ 
athyroid gland 

parathyroid gland /pasro'Gairoid glasnd/ 
noun one of four small glands which are situ¬ 
ated in or near the wall of the thyroid gland and 
secrete a hormone which controls the way in 
which calcium and phosphorus are deposited 
in bones 

parathyroid hormone /peers'Gairoid 

,ho:msun/ noun same as parathormone 
paratyphoid /.paers'taifoid/, paratyphoid 
fever /,paers'taifoid ,fiivs/ noun an infectious 
disease which has similar symptoms to ty¬ 
phoid and is caused by bacteria transmitted by 
humans or animals 

comment: There are three forms of paraty¬ 
phoid fever, known by the letters A, B, and 6, 
caused by three types of bacterium, Salmo¬ 
nella paratyphi A, B, and C. TAB injections 
give immunity against paratyphoid A and B, 
but not against C. 

paravertebral ^paers'vsitibrsl/ adjective 
near the vertebrae, beside the spinal column 
paravertebral injection /.paers.vsitibrsl 
in'd 3 ekjsn/ noun an injection of local anaes¬ 
thetic into the back near the vertebrae 
parenchyma /ps'regkims/ noun tissues 
which contain the working cells of an organ 
parenchymal /ps'repkimsl/ adjective relat¬ 
ing to parenchyma 

parent /'pesrsnt/ noun a biological or adop¬ 
tive mother or father ■ verb to carry out the 
role of a parent 

‘...in most paediatric wards today open visiting is 
the norm, with parent care much in evidence. Parents 
who are resident in the hospital also need time spent 
with them’ [Nursing Times] 

parent cell /'pesrsnt sel/ noun an original 
cell which divides into daughter cells by mito¬ 
sis 
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parenteral /pEe'rentsral/ adjective referring 
to medication which is not given by mouth but 
in the form of injections or suppositories. 
Compare enteral, oral 

parenteral nutrition /pse.rentorol nju: 
'trij(9)n/, parenteral feeding /pee.rentoral 
'fiidig/ noun the process of feeding someone 
by means other than the digestive tract, espe¬ 
cially by giving injections of glucose to some¬ 
one critically ill 

parenthood /'peoronthud/ noun the state of 
being a parent 

parenting /'peorontig/ noun the activities in¬ 
volved in bringing up children □ parenting 
skills the abilities and experience that make 
someone a good parent 
paresis /po'riisis/ noun partial paralysis 
paresthesia /.pseriis'Biizio/ noun US same 
as paraesthesia 

paries /'peoriiiz/ noun 1 . a superficial part of 
a structure of an organ 2. the wall of a cavity 
(note: [all senses] The plural is parietes.) 
parietal /po'raiot(o)l/ adjective referring to 
the wall of a cavity or any organ 
parietal bone /p9'rai9t(3)l boun/, parietal 
/p9'rai3t(o)l/ noun one of two bones which 
form the sides of the skull 
parietal cell /po'rai9t(3)l sel/ noun same as 
oxyntic cell 

parietal lobe /p9'raiot(o)l loub/ noun the 
middle lobe of the cerebral hemisphere, which 
is associated with language and other mental 
processes, and also contains the postcentral 
gyrus 

parietal pericardium /po,rai9t(3)l .peri 
'kaidiom/ noun the outer layer of the serous 
pericardium, not in direct contact with the 
heart muscle, which lies inside and is attached 
to the fibrous pericardium 
parietal peritoneum /po,rai9t(9)l .perito 
'niiom/ noun part of the peritoneum which 
lines the abdominal cavity and covers the ab¬ 
dominal viscera 

parietal pleura /po,rai9t(9)l 'pluoro/ noun a 
membrane attached to the diaphragm and cov¬ 
ering the chest cavity. Also called outer pleu¬ 
ra. See illustration at lungs in Supplement 
-parin /porin/ suffix used for anticoagulants O 
heparin 

Paris /'paeris/ 1 plaster of Paris 

parity /'paeriti/ noun 1 . equality of status or 
position, especially in terms of pay or rank 2. 
the number of children that a woman has given 
birth to 

parkinsonian /.paikin'sounion/ adjective 
referring to Parkinson’s disease O parkinsoni¬ 
an tremor 

Parkinsonism /'pa:kins3niz(9)m/ noun a 
progressive nervous disorder, which may be an 
effect of some drugs, repeated head injuries or 
brain tumours. The main symptoms are trem¬ 


bling hands and a slow shuffling walk. Also 
called paralysis agitans 
Parkinson’s disease /'paikinsonz di.ziiz/ 
noun a progressive nervous disorder without a 
known cause which is a type of Parkinsonism, 
the main symptoms of which are trembling 
hands, a slow shuffling walk and difficulty in 
speaking [Described 1817. After James Parkin¬ 
son (1755-1824), English physician.] 
comment: Parkinson’s disease affects the ba¬ 
sal ganglia of the brain which control move¬ 
ment, due to the destruction of dopaminergic 
neurones. Some cases can be improved by 
treatment with levodopa, which is the precur¬ 
sor of the missing neurotransmitter dopamine, 
or by drugs which inhibit the breakdown of 
dopamine. 

paronychia /.paero'mkio/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion near the nail which forms pus, caused by 
an infection in the fleshy part of the tip of a fin¬ 
ger. 0 whitlow 

parosmia /po'rDzmio/ noun a disorder of the 
sense of smell 

parotid /po'rDtid/ adjective near the ear 
parotid gland /po'rotid glasnd/, parotid /po 
'rntid/ noun one of the glands which produces 
saliva, situated in the neck behind the joint of 
the jaw and ear 

parotitis /.pgero'taitis/ noun inflammation 
of the parotid glands 

comment: Mumps is the commonest form of 
parotitis, where the parotid gland becomes 
swollen and the sides of the face appear fat. 

parous /'peoros/ adjective referring to a 
woman who has given birth to one or more 
children 

paroxetine /po'rDksitiin/ noun an antide¬ 
pressant drug which prolongs the effects of se¬ 
rotonin in the brain 

paroxysm /'p2er9ksiz(o)m/ noun 1 . a sudden 
movement of the muscles O She suffered par¬ 
oxysms of coughing during the night. 2. the 
sudden re-appearance of symptoms of the dis¬ 
ease 3. a sudden attack of coughing or sneez¬ 
ing 

paroxysmal /,p£erok'sizm(3)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a paroxysm, or similar to a paroxysm 
paroxysmal dyspnoea /p2er3k,sizm(o)l 
disp'niio/ noun an attack of breathlessness at 
night, usually caused by congestive heart fail¬ 
ure 

paroxysmal tachycardia /pger3k,sizm(3)l 
taski'kaidio/ noun same as nodal tachycardia 
parrot disease /'pgerot di.ziiz/ noun same 

as psittacosis 

pars /paiz/ noun the Latin word for part 
part /part/ noun a piece, one of the sections 
which make up a whole organ or body 
partial /'pa:J(o)l/ adjective not complete, af¬ 
fecting only part of something O He only made 
a partial recovery. 
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partial amnesia /,pa:J(3)l aem'niizio/ noun 
an inability to remember specific facts, such as 
names of people 

partial deafness /,pa:J(o)l 'defnos/ noun 
the condition of being able to hear some 
sounds but not all 

partial denture /,pa:JO)l 'dentjo/ noun 
part of a set of false teeth, replacing only a few 
teeth 

partial gastrectomy /,pa:J(o)l gas 
'strektomi/ noun an operation to remove part 
of the stomach 

partially /'pa:J(o)li/ adverb not completely O 
He is partially paralysed in his right side. □ 
partially deaf able to hear some sounds but 
not all □ partially sighted having only partial 
vision O Large print books are available for 
people who are partially sighted. 
partially sighted register /,pa:J(3)li 

'saltid ,red 3 isto/ noun a list of people who 
have poor sight but are not blind, and may re¬ 
quire some special services 
partial mastectomy /,paiJ(o)l mas 
'stektomi/ noun an operation to remove part 
of a breast 

partial pancreatectomy /,Pu:.rO)l 

,peer)krio'tekt ami/ noun an operation to re¬ 
move part of the pancreas 
partial thickness burn /,paiJ(o)l 'Biknos 
b3in/ noun a burn which leaves enough tissue 
for the skin to grow again. Also called super¬ 
ficial thickness burn 

partial vision /,pa:J(o)l 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun the 
ability to see only a part of the total field of vi¬ 
sion, or not being able to see anything very 
clearly 

particle /'pa:tik(o)l/ noun a very small piece 
of matter 

particulate /pai'tikjulot/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to or composed of particles 2. made up of 
separate particles 

particulate matter /pai'tikjulot ,masto/ 
noun particles of less than a specified size, 
usually of carbon, which are used as a measure 
of air pollution and can affect asthma 
partly /'paitli/ adverb not completely O She is 
partly paralysed. 

parturient /pai'tjuoriont/ adjective referring 
to childbirth ■ noun a woman who is in labour 
parturifacient /.paitjuori'feijont/ adjective 
starting off birth or making it easier to give 
birth ■ noun a drug that starts off birth or 
makes it easier to give birth 
parturition /.paitju'riJXojn/ noun same as 
childbirth 

parulis /po'ruilis/ same as gumboil 
Paschen bodies /'paejken ,bDdiz/ plural 
noun particles which occur in the skin lesions 
of people who have smallpox [After Enrique 
Paschen (1860-1936), German pathologist] 


pass /pais/ verb to allow faeces, urine or any 
other body product to come out of the body O 
Have you passed anything this morning? O He 
passed a small stone in his urine. □ to pass 
blood to produce faeces or urine that contain 
blood □ to pass water to urinate ( informal ) 
passage /'p£esid 3 / noun 1. a long narrow 
channel inside the body 2. the process of mov¬ 
ing from one place to another 3. evacuation of 
the bowels 4. the introduction of an instrument 
into a cavity □ air passage a tube which takes 
air to the lungs 

pass away /,pa:s o'wei/ verb used to avoid 
saying ‘die’ ( informal ) O Mother passed away 
during the night. 

passive /'psesiv/ adjective receiving rather 
than initiating an action 
passive immunity /.psesiv I'mjuimti/ 
noun immunity which is acquired by a baby in 
the uterus or by a person through an injection 
with an antitoxin 

passive movement /.psesiv 'muivmont/ 
noun movement of a limb or other body part by 
a doctor or therapist, not by the person 
passive smoking /.passiv 'smoukig/ noun 
the act of breathing in smoke from other peo¬ 
ple’s cigarettes when you do not smoke your¬ 
self 

pass on /,pa:s 'Dn/ verb 1. to give a disease 
to someone O Haemophilia is passed on by a 
woman to her sons. O The disease was quickly 
passed on by carriers to the rest of the popula¬ 
tion. 2. used to avoid saying ‘die’ O My father 
passed on two years ago. 
pass out /,pa:s 'aut/ verb to faint ( informal) 
O When we told her that her father was ill, she 
passed out. 

past /pa:st/ adjective referring to time which 
has passed 

paste /peist/ noun a medicinal ointment 
which is very thick and is spread or rubbed 
onto the skin 

Pasteurella /.passto'relo/ noun a genus of 
parasitic bacteria, one of which causes the 
plague 

pasteurisation / l pa:stj9rai l zeij'(»n/, pas¬ 
teurization noun the process of heating food or 
food products to destroy bacteria [After Louis 
Pasteur (1822-95), French chemist and bacteri¬ 
ologist] 

comment: Pasteurisation is carried out by 
heating food for a short time at a lower tem¬ 
perature than that used for sterilisation: the 
two methods used are heating to 72°C for fif¬ 
teen seconds (the high-temperature short- 
time method) or to 65 °C for half an hour, and 
then cooling rapidly. This will kill tuberculosis 
bacteria that may be present in milk, for exam¬ 
ple. 

pasteurise /'paistjoraiz/, pasteurize verb 
to kill bacteria in food by heating it O The gov¬ 
ernment is telling people to drink only pasteur¬ 
ised milk. 
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past history /,pa:st 1 hist(o)ri/ noun records 
of earlier illnesses O He has no past history of 
renal disease. 

pastille /'paest(o)l/ noun 1 . a sweet jelly with 
medication in it, which can be sucked to re¬ 
lieve a sore throat 2. a small paper disc covered 
with barium platinocyanide, which changes 
colour when exposed to radiation 
pat /past/ verb to hit someone or something 
lightly and gently with the palm of the hand or 
some other flat surface O She patted the baby 
on the back to make it burp. 
patch /paetJV noun a piece of sticking plaster 
with a substance on it, which is stuck to the 
skin to allow the substance to be gradually ab¬ 
sorbed into the system through the skin, e.g. in 
HRT 

comment: Patches are available on prescrip¬ 
tion for various treatments, especially for ad¬ 
ministering hormone replacement therapy. 
They are also used for treating nicotine addic¬ 
tion and can be bought without a prescription, 
patch test /'past/ test/ noun a test for aller¬ 
gies or tuberculosis, where a piece of sticking 
plaster containing an allergic substance or tu¬ 
berculin is stuck to the skin to see if there is a 
reaction 

patella /po'telo/ noun the small bone in front 
of the knee joint. Also called kneecap 
patellar /po'telo/ adjective referring to the 
kneecap 

patellar reflex /po.telo 'riifleks/ noun the 
jerk made as a reflex action by the knee, when 
the legs are crossed and the patellar tendon is 
tapped sharply. Also called knee jerk 
patellar tendon /po.telo 'tendon/ noun a 
tendon just below the kneecap 
patellectomy /.pastoTektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove the kneecap 
patency /'peitonsi/ noun the condition of be¬ 
ing wide open O A salpingostomy was per¬ 
formed to restore the patency of the Fallopian 
tube. 

patent /'peitont, 'pastont/ adjective open, 
exposed O The presence of a pulse shows that 
the main blood vessels from the heart to the 
site of the pulse are patent. 

patent ductus arteriosus /.peitont 
,dAktos ai.tiori'ousos/ noun a congenital 
condition in which the ductus arteriosus does 
not close, allowing blood into the circulation 
without having passed through the lungs 
patent medicine /.peitont 'med(o)sin/ 
noun a medicinal preparation which is made 
and sold under a trade name and is protected 
by law from being copied or sold by other 
manufacturers for a certain length of time after 
its invention. 0 proprietary medicine 
paternity /po't3:niti/ noun 1. the fact of be¬ 
ing or becoming a father O paternity leave 
Compare maternity 2. the identity of a father 


paternity test /po't3:niti test/ noun a test 
such as blood grouping which makes it possi¬ 
ble to determine the identity of the father of a 
child 

comment: DNA fingerprinting may be required 
in order to identify a man who might be the fa¬ 
ther according to his blood group and that of 
the child, but is not in fact the father, 
path- /pas0/, patho- /'pasOou/ prefix referring 
to disease 

pathogen /'pae0od39n/ noun a microorgan¬ 
ism which causes a disease 
pathogenesis /,p£e09'd3en9sis/ noun the 
origin, production and development of a mor¬ 
bid or diseased condition 
pathogenetic /.paeOodso'netik/ adjective 
referring to pathogenesis 
pathogenic /pa209'd3emk/ adjective causing 
or producing a disease 

pathogenicity ^pasOodso'msiti/ noun the 
ability of a pathogen to cause a disease 
pathognomonic /.pasOognou'niDnik/ ad¬ 
jective referring to a symptom which is typical 
and characteristic, and which indicates that 
someone has a particular disease 
pathological /,pae09'lDd3ik(9)l/, patholog¬ 
ic / l p£e0o l lDd3ik/ adjective 1. referring to a 
disease, or caused by a disease 2. indicating a 
disease 

pathological depression /,pa209 
,lDd3ik(9)l di'preJ(o)n/ noun an unusually se¬ 
vere state of depression, possibly leading to 
suicide 

pathological dislocation /,p2e09lDd3ik(9)l 
.dislo'keiJXojn/ noun the dislocation of a dis¬ 
eased joint 

pathological fracture /,p2e09,lDd3ik(3)l 
'frasktj'o/ noun a fracture of a diseased bone 
pathologist /p9'0Dlod3ist/ noun 1. a doctor 
who specialises in the study of diseases and 
the changes in the body caused by disease, ex¬ 
amining tissue specimens from patients and 
reporting on the presence or absence of disease 
in them 2. a doctor who examines dead bodies 
in order to find out the cause of death 
pathology /p9'0Dtad3i/ noun the study of 
diseases and the changes in structure and func¬ 
tion which diseases cause in the body. Also 
called morbid anatomy 
pathology report /po'0Dl3d3i ri,po:t/ noun 
a report on tests carried out to find the cause of 
a disease 

pathophysiology /,p£e09ufizi'Dl9d3i/ noun 
the study of unusual or diseased organs 
pathway /'pa:0wei/ noun a series of linked 
neurones along which nerve impulses travel 
-pathy /po0i/ suffix 1 . disease 2. treatment of a 
disease 

patient /'peij\3)nt/ adjective being able to 
wait a long time without becoming annoyed O 
You will have to be patient if you are waiting 
for treatment - the doctor is late with his ap- 
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pointments. ■ noun a person who is in hospital 
or who is being treated by a doctor O The pa¬ 
tients are all asleep in their beds. O The doctor 
is taking the patient's temperature. 

patient allocation /,peif(3)nt ,aeb 
'keiJ(o)n/ noun a system of assigning each pa¬ 
tient to a particular nurse for all their care 
needs 

patient identifier /,peiJ(o)nt ai'dentifaio/ 
noun a code of letters and numbers attached to 
the patient’s medical records by which all in¬ 
formation concerning the patient can be 
tracked, e.g. cause of death 
patulous /'pastjulos/ adjective stretched 
open, patent 

Paul-Bunnell reaction /,po:l bAn(o)l ri 
.sekjon/, Paul-Bunnell test /,po:l 'bAn(o)l 
.test/ noun a blood test to see if someone has 
glandular fever, where the person’s blood is 
tested against a solution containing glandular 
fever bacilli [Described 1932. After John Rod- 
man Paul (b. 1893), US physician; Walls Willard 
Bunnell (1902-66), US physician.] 

Paul’s tube /'poilz tju:b/ noun a glass tube 
used to remove the contents of the bowel after 
an opening has been made between the intes¬ 
tine and the abdominal wall [Described 1891. 
After Frank Thomas Paul (1851-1941), British 
surgeon.] 

pavement epithelium /'peivmont epi 
,0i:liom/ noun same as squamous epithelium 
Pavlov’s method /'psevlovz .meOod/ noun 
a set of procedures for the study or production 
of conditioned reflexes 
PBI test /.pi: bi: 'ai test/ noun same as pro¬ 
tein-bound iodine test 

p.c. /,pi: 'si:/ adverb (used on prescriptions) 

after food. Full form post cibum 

PCC abbr Professional Conduct Committee 

PCG abbr primary care group 

PCOD abbr polycystic ovary disease 

PCOS abbr polycystic ovary syndrome 

PCP abbr pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 

PCR abbr polymerase chain reaction 

PCT abbr primary care trust 

p.d. 1 adverb (used on prescriptions) per day. 

Full form per diem 

p.d. 2 abbr per diem 

PE abbr pulmonary embolism 

peak /pi:k/ noun the highest point 

peak expiratory flow rate /,pi:k ik 

l spaior9t(9)ri 'flou .reit/ noun the rate at 

which someone can expel air from their lungs 

when they are full and with no time limit. Abbr 

PEFR 

peak period /'pi:k .pioriod/ noun the time of 
the day, days of the month or months of the 
year, during which something such as a fever, 
tiredness, infectious disease or cold reaches its 
highest point or occurs most frequently in a 
population 


peaky /'pi:ki/ adjective thin, pale, and sickly 
in appearance ( informal ) 
pearl /p3:l/» Bohn’s nodules 
Pearson bed /'pios(9)n bed/ noun a type of 
bed with a Balkan frame, a rectangular frame 
attached to and overhanging the bed, used 
mainly for people with splints 
peau d’orange /,pou do'ra:n 3 / noun thick¬ 
ened skin with many little depressions caused 
by lymphoedema which forms over a breast tu¬ 
mour or in elephantiasis (note: From the 
French phrase meaning ‘orange peel’.) 
pecten /'pekton/ noun 1 . the middle section 
of the wall of the anal passage 2. a hard ridge 
on the pubis 

pectineal /pek'tiniol/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the pecten of the pubis 2. referring to a struc¬ 
ture with ridges like a comb 
pectoral /'pekt(9)rol/ noun 1 . a therapeutic 
substance which has a good effect on respira¬ 
tory disease 2. same as pectoral muscle ■ ad¬ 
jective referring to the chest 
pectoral girdle /.pekt(o)rol 'g3:d(o)l/ noun 
the shoulder bones, the scapulae and clavicles, 
to which the upper arm bones are attached. 
Also called shoulder girdle 
pectoralis /.pekto'reilis/ noun a chest mus¬ 
cle 

pectoralis major /pekto.reilis 'meid 3 o/ 
noun a large chest muscle which pulls the arm 
forward or rotates it 

pectoralis minor /pekto.reilis 'mains/ 
noun a small chest muscle which allows the 
shoulder to be depressed 
pectoral muscle /'pekt(s)rsl ,mAs(s)l/ 
noun one of two muscles which lie across the 
chest and control movements of the shoulder 
and arm. Also called chest muscle 
pectus /'pektss/ noun the anterior part of the 
chest 

pectus carinatum /.pektss .kaeri'ncntsm/ 
noun a condition in which the sternum is unu¬ 
sually prominent. Also called pigeon breast 
pectus excavatum /.pektos .eksko 
'veitom/ noun a congenital condition, in 
which the chest is depressed in the centre be¬ 
cause the lower part of the breastbone is 
curved backwards. Also called funnel chest 
pedes /'pi:diz/ plural of pes 
pediatrics /.pi:di'aetriks/ noun US same as 
paediatrics 

pedicle /'pedik(o)l/ noun 1 . a long thin piece 
of skin which attaches a skin graft to the place 
where it was growing originally 2. a piece of 
tissue which connects a tumour to healthy tis¬ 
sue 3. a bridge which connects the lamina of a 
vertebra to the body 

pediculicide /pi'dikjulisaid/ noun a chemi¬ 
cal substance that kills lice 
pediculosis /pi.dikju'lousis/ noun a skin 
disease caused by being infested with lice 
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Pediculus /pi'dikjubs/ noun same as louse 
(note: The plural is Pediculi.) 

Pediculus capitis /pi.dikjubs ks'paitis/ 
noun same as head louse 
pedo-/pi:d/ prefix same as paedo- 
pedodontia/.pitds'dDnJb/ noun the study of 
children's teeth 

pedodontist /.pitda'dDntist/ noun a dentist 
who specialises in the treatment of children's 
teeth 

peduncle /pi'dAgksl/ noun a stem or stalk 
pedunculate /pi'dArjkjuleit/ adjective hav¬ 
ing a stem or stalk. Opposite sessile 
pee /pi:/ verb same as urinate (informal) 
peel /pill/ verb 1. to take the skin off a fruit or 
vegetable 2. (of skin) to come off in pieces O 
After getting sunburnt, his skin began to peel. 
PEEP abbr positive end-expiratory pressure 
peer review /'pis ri,vju:/ noun an assess¬ 
ment of a piece of someone’s work by people 
who are experts on the subject 
PEFR abbr peak expiratory flow rate 
Pel-Ebstein fever /.pel 'ebstain .fitvs/ 
noun a fever associated with Hodgkin's dis¬ 
ease which recurs regularly [Described 1885. 
After Pieter Klaases Pel (1852-1919), Professor 
of Medicine in Amsterdam, Netherlands: Wil¬ 
helm Ebstein (1836-1912), Professor of Medi¬ 
cine at Gottingen, Germany.] 
pellagra /ps'laegrs/ noun a disease caused by 
a deficiency of nicotinic acid, riboflavine and 
pyridoxine from the vitamin B complex, 
where patches of skin become inflamed, and 
the person has anorexia, nausea and diarrhoea 
comment: In some cases of pellagra the pa¬ 
tient’s mental faculties can be affected, with 
depression, headaches and numbness of the 
extremities. Treatment is by improving the pa¬ 
tient’s diet. 

Pellegrini-Stieda’s disease /peb.gritni 
'stiidaz di.zitz/ noun a disease where an inju¬ 
ry to the knee causes the ligament to become 
calcified [Described 1905. After Augusto Pelli- 
grini, surgeon in Florence, Italy; Alfred Stieda 
(1869-1945), Professor of Surgery at Konigs- 
berg, Germany.] 

pellet /'pelit/ noun 1 . a small rod- or oval¬ 
shaped pill of steroid hormone, usually either 
oestrogen or testosterone, that is implanted un¬ 
der the skin for slow absorption 2. solid sedi¬ 
ment at the base of a container after centrifug¬ 
ing 

pellicle /'pelik(a)l/ noun a thin layer of skin 
tissue 

pellucida /pi'lutsida/ > zona pellucida 
pelves /'pelvitz/ plural of pelvis 
pelvic /'pelvik/ adjective referring to the pel¬ 
vis 

pelvic brim /.pelvik 'brim/ noun a line on 
the ilium which separates the false pelvis from 
the true pelvis 


pelvic cavity /.pelvik 'kreviti/ noun a space 
below the abdominal cavity, above the pelvis 
pelvic colon /.pelvik 'kauton/ noun same as 

sigmoid colon 

pelvic diaphragm /.pelvik 'daiafraem/ 
noun a sheet of muscle between the pelvic cav¬ 
ity and the peritoneum 

pelvic floor /.pelvik 'fb:/ noun the lower 
part of the space beneath the pelvic girdle, 
formed of muscle 

pelvic fracture /.pelvik 'fraektja/ noun a 
fracture of the pelvis 

pelvic girdle /.pelvik 'g3td(a)l/ noun the 
ring formed by the two hip bones to which the 
thigh bones are attached. Also called hip gir¬ 
dle 

pelvic inflammatory disease /.pelvik in 
'flaemat(a)ri di.ziiz/ noun an inflammation of 
a woman's reproductive organs in the pelvic 
area, which can cause infertility 
pelvic outlet /.pelvik 'autlet/ noun an open¬ 
ing at the base of the pelvis 
pelvic version /.pelvik 'v3:J(3)n/ noun 
turning a fetus around in the uterus by moving 
the buttocks of the fetus 
pelvimeter /pel'vimita/ noun an instrument 
to measure the diameter and capacity of the 
pelvis 

pelvimetry /pel'vimitri/ noun the act of 
measuring the pelvis, especially to see if the 
internal ring is wide enough for a baby to pass 
through in childbirth 

pelvis /'pelvis/ noun 1 . the strong basin¬ 
shaped ring of bone near the bottom of the 
spine, formed of the hip bones at the front and 
sides and the sacrum and coccyx at the back 2. 
the internal space inside the pelvic girdle 
(note: [all senses] The plural is pelvises or pel¬ 
ves.) 

comment: The hip bones are each in three 
sections: the ilium, the ischium and the pubis 
and are linked in front by the pubic symphysis. 
The pelvic girdle is shaped in a different way 
in men and women, the internal space being 
wider in women. The top part of the pelvis, 
which does not form a complete ring, is called 
the ‘false pelvis’; the lower part is the ‘true pel¬ 
vis'. 

pelvis of the kidney /.pelvis av da 'kidni/ 
noun same as renal pelvis. See illustration at 
kidney in Supplement (note: For other terms 
referring to the pelvis of the kidney, see words 
beginning with pyel-, pyelo-.) 
pemphigoid /'pemfigoid/ noun a skin dis¬ 
ease which is similar to pemphigus ■ adjective 
referring to a skin disease similar to pemphi¬ 
gus 

pemphigus /'pemfigas/ noun a rare disease 
where large blisters form inside the skin 
pendulous /'pendjulas/ adjective referring 
to an object or body part which hangs loosely 
or swings freely 
penes /'pitniz/ plural of penis 
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penetrate /'penitreit/ verb to go through or 
into something O The end of the broken bone 
has penetrated the liver. O The ulcer burst, 
penetrating the wall of the duodenum. 
penetration /.pem'treij^n/ noun the act of 
penetrating O the penetration of the vagina by 
the penis O penetration of an ovum by a sper¬ 
matozoon 

-penia /piinio/ suffix meaning a deficiency or 
not enough of something 
penicillamine /.peni'silomim/ noun a 
chelating agent which is used to help the body 
get rid of toxic metals 

penicillin /.peni'silin/ noun a common anti¬ 
biotic originally produced from a fungus 
(note: Penicillin drugs have names ending in - 

cillin: amoxicillin.) 

comment: Penicillin is effective against many 
microbial diseases, but some people can be 
allergic to it, and this fact should be noted on 
medical record cards. 

penicillinase /.pem'silineiz/ noun an en¬ 
zyme produced by some bacteria that inacti¬ 
vates penicillin, used to treat adverse reactions 
to penicillin 

penicillin resistance /.pemsilin ri 
'zistons/ noun the ability of bacteria to resist 
penicillin 

Penicillium /.pem'siliom/ noun the fungus 
from which penicillin is derived 
penile /'pimail/ adjective referring to the pe¬ 
nis 

penile urethra /.pirnail ju'riiGro/ noun a 
tube in the penis through which urine and se¬ 
men pass 

penis /'pi:ms/ noun the male genital organ, 
which also passes urine. See illustration at 

urogenital system (male) in Supplement. i> 
kraurosis penis 

comment: The penis is a mass of tissue con¬ 
taining the urethra. When stimulated the tis¬ 
sue of the penis fills with blood and becomes 
erect. 

pentamidine /pen't semi dim/ noun an anti¬ 
biotic used in the treatment of African sleeping 
sickness and of pneumonia in people with 
AIDS 

pentazocine /pen'tsezosiin/ noun an artifi¬ 
cially produced narcotic drug used to reduce 
pain 

pentose /'pentouz/ noun a sugar containing 
five carbon atoms 

pentosuria /.pento'sjuorio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which pentose is present in the urine 
PentOthal /'pentoGasl/ a trade name for thio¬ 
pentone 

Peplau’s model /'peplauz ,mDd(o)l/ noun a 
model for nursing which describes the individ¬ 
ual as a system with physiological, psycholog¬ 
ical and social components. The nurse and pa¬ 
tient work together to define the patient’s 
problems and to understand their reactions to 


one another, and the nurse takes on different 
roles in each phase of the relationship, such as 
a teacher, counsellor, leader, and technical ex¬ 
pert, until the patient no longer needs their 
care. 

pepsin /'pepsin/ noun an enzyme in the 
stomach which breaks down the proteins in 
food into peptones 

pepsinogen /pep'sin9d39n/ noun a secre¬ 
tion from the gastric gland which is the inac¬ 
tive form of pepsin 

peptic /'peptik/ adjective referring to diges¬ 
tion or to the digestive system 
peptic ulcer /.peptik 'Also/ noun a benign 
ulcer in the duodenum or in the stomach 
peptidase /'peptideiz/ noun an enzyme 
which breaks down proteins in the intestine 
into amino acids 

peptide /'peptaid/ noun a compound formed 
of two or more amino acids 
peptone /'peptoun/ noun a substance pro¬ 
duced by the action of pepsins on proteins in 
food 

peptonuria /.pepto'njuorio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which peptones are present in the urine 
per /p3i, p9/ preposition 1. out of each O ten 
per thousand 2. by or through O per rectum 
per cent /po 'sent/ noun, adjective, adverb in 
or for every hundred O Fifty per cent (50%) of 
the tests were positive. O Seventy-five per cent 
(75%) of hospital cases remain in hospital for 
less than four days. □ there has been a five 
per cent increase in applications the number 
of applications has gone up by five in every 
hundred □ new cases have decreased twenty 
per cent this year the number of new cases 
has gone down by twenty in every hundred 
percentage /po'sentid 3 / noun the propor¬ 
tion rate in every hundred or for every hundred 
O What is the percentage of long-stay patients 
in the hospital? 

perception /po'sepjon/ noun an impression 
formed in the brain as a result of information 
about the outside world which is passed back 
by the senses 

perceptive deafness /pe.septiv 'defnos/ 
noun same as sensorineural deafness 

percussion /po'kAj(9)n/ noun a test, usually 
on the heart and lungs, in which the doctor taps 
part of the person’s body and listens to the 
sound produced 

percutaneous /.psikjui'teinios/ adjective 
through the skin 

percutaneous absorption /,p3:kju:,teil 
nios ob'zoipjon/ noun the process of absorb¬ 
ing a substance through the skin 
percutaneous angioplasty /,p3:kju:,teil 
nios '£end 3 iopl 2 esti/ noun the repair of a nar¬ 
rowed artery by passing a balloon into the ar¬ 
tery through a catheter and then inflating it. 
Also called balloon angioplasty 
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percutaneous epididymal sperm aspi¬ 
ration /.psikjuiteinios ,epididim(3)l 
'sp3:m ,aespireij*(3)n/ noun the removal of 
sperm from the epididymis by withdrawing it 
through the skin, usually as part of fertility 
treatment. Abbr PESA 

per diem /p3i 'diiem/ adverb (written on pre¬ 
scriptions) per day 

perennial /po'reniol/ adjective which contin¬ 
ues all the time, for a period of years O She has 
perennial bronchial asthma. 
perforate /'psiforeit/ verb to make a hole 
through something O The ulcer perforated the 
duodenum. 

perforated eardrum /,p3:foreitid 
'iodrAm/ noun an eardrum with a hole in it 
perforated ulcer /.psiforeitid 'aIso/ noun 
an ulcer which has made a hole in the wall of 
the intestine 

perforation ^psifo'reiJXojn/ noun a hole 
through the whole thickness of a tissue or 
membrane such as the intestine or eardrum 
perform /po'foim/ verb 1 . to do an operation 
O A team of three surgeons performed the 
heart transplant operation. 2. to work O The 
new heart has performed very well. O The kid¬ 
neys are not performing as well as they should. 
performance /po'foimons/ noun a way in 
which something works O The doctors are not 
satisfied with the performance of the trans¬ 
planted heart. 

performance indicators /po'foimons ,in 
dikeitoz/ plural noun statistical information 
needed for analysis of how effectively health 
organisations are meeting their objectives, 
produced by health authorities and sent to the 
government. Abbr Pis 

perfuse /po'f juiz/ verb to introduce a liquid 
into tissue or an organ, especially by circulat¬ 
ing it through blood vessels 
perfusion /po'f ju: 3 (o)n/ noun the process of 
passing a liquid through vessels, an organ or 
tissue, e.g. the flow of blood into lung tissue 
perfusion scan /po'fju:3(3)n sksen/ noun a 
procedure in which radioactive or radiopaque 
substances are introduced into the body so that 
the blood supply of an organ can be traced 
peri- /peri/ prefix near, around or enclosing 
periadenitis /,periodi'naitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of tissue around a gland 
perianal /.peri'einCo)!/ adjective around the 
anus 

perianal haematoma /,periein(3)l ,hi:mo 
'toumo/ noun a small painful swelling outside 
the anus caused by forcing a bowel movement 
periarteritis /.periaito'raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the outer coat of an artery and the 
tissue round it 

periarteritis nodosa ^periaito^aitis nou 
'douso/ noun same as polyarteritis nodosa 


periarthritis /,peria:'0raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the tissue round a joint 
pericard- /perikaid/ prefix referring to the 
pericardium 

pericardectomy /.perikai'dektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of the pericardium 
pericardial ^peri'kaidiol/ adjective referring 
to the pericardium 

pericardial effusion /.perikaidiol i 
■fjui 3 (o)n/ noun an excess of fluid which 
forms in the pericardial sac 
pericardial friction /.perikaidiol 
'frikj(3)n/ noun the rubbing together of the 
two parts of the pericardium in pericarditis 
pericardial sac /.perikaidiol 'ssek/ noun the 
inner part of the pericardium forming a bag¬ 
like structure or sac which contains fluid to 
prevent the two parts of the pericardium rub¬ 
bing together 

pericardiectomy /perikaidi'ektomi/ noun 
same as pericardectomy 
pericardiocentesis /.peri.kaidiousen 
'tiisis/ noun the puncture of the pericardium to 
remove fluid 

pericardiorrhaphy ^perikaidi'oirofi/ noun 
a surgical operation to repair a wound in the 
pericardium 

pericardiostomy /.perikaidi'Dstomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to open the pericardium 
through the thoracic wall to drain off fluid 
pericardiotomy /.perikaidi'ctomi/ noun 
same as pericardotomy 
pericarditis /.perikai'daitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the pericardium □ acute pericardi¬ 
tis a sudden attack of fever and pains in the 
chest, caused by the two parts of the pericar¬ 
dium rubbing together 

pericardium /, peri'ka idiom/ noun a mem¬ 
brane which surrounds and supports the heart 
pericardotomy /.perikai'dDtomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to open the pericardium 
perichondritis /.perikDn'draitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of cartilage, especially in the outer 
ear 

perichondrium /.peri'kDndriom/ noun the 
fibrous connective tissue which covers carti¬ 
lage 

pericolpitis /.perikol'paitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the connective tissue round the vagi¬ 
na. Also called paracolpitis 
pericranium ^peri'kreiniom/ noun connec¬ 
tive tissue which covers the surface of the skull 
pericystitis /.perisi'staitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the structures round the bladder, usual¬ 
ly caused by infection in the uterus 
perifolliculitis /.per^folikju'laitis/ noun 
inflammation of the skin round hair follicles 
perihepatitis /.perihepo'taitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the membrane round the liver 
perilymph /'perilimf/ noun a fluid found in 
the labyrinth of the inner ear 
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perimenopause /.peri'menopoiz/ noun the 
few years before the menopause, in which oes¬ 
trogen levels start to fall 
perimeter /po'rimito/ noun 1. an instrument 
to measure the field of vision 2. the length of 
the outside line around an enclosed area 
perimetritis /.perimo'traitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the perimetrium 
perimetrium ^peri'miitriom/ noun a mem¬ 
brane round the uterus 

perimetry /po'rimitri/ noun a measurement 
of the field of vision 

perimysium /.peri'maisiom/ noun a sheath 
which surrounds a bundle of muscle fibres 
perinatal /.peri'neitCo)!/ adjective referring 
to the period just before and after childbirth 
perinatal mortality rate /,perineit(3)l mo: 
'taeliti reit/ noun the number of babies born 
dead or who die during the period immediately 
after childbirth, shown per thousand babies 
born 

perinatal period /,peri'neit(o)l .pioriod/ 
noun the period of time before and after child¬ 
birth, from the 28th week after conception to 
the first week after delivery 
perinatologist ^perino'tDlodsist/ noun an 
obstetrician who is a specialist in perinatology 
perinatology /,perino'tDlod3i/ noun a 
branch of medicine which studies and treats 
physiological and pathological conditions af¬ 
fecting the mother and/or infant just before 
and just after the birth of a baby 
perineal /.peri'niiol/ adjective referring to 
the perineum 

perineal body /.periniiol 'bDdi/ noun the 
mass of muscle and fibres between the anus 
and the vagina or prostate 
perineal muscle /.periniiol 'mAs(o)l/ noun 
one of the muscles which lie in the perineum 
perineoplasty /.peri'niioplaesti/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to repair the perineum by graft¬ 
ing tissue 

perineorrhaphy /.perini'oirofi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to stitch up a perineum which 
has tom during childbirth 
perinephric /.peri'nefrik/ adjective around 
the kidney 

perinephritis /.perim'fraitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of tissue round the kidney, which 
spreads from an infected kidney 
perinephrium /.peri'nefriom/ noun the fatty 
tissue that is around a kidney 
perineum /.peri'niiom/ noun the skin and 
tissue between the opening of the urethra and 
the anus 

perineurium ^peri'njuoriom/ noun connec¬ 
tive tissue which surrounds bundles of nerve 
fibres 

periocular /.peri'okjulo/ adjective around 
the eyeball 


period /'pioriod/ noun 1. a length of time O 
The patient regained consciousness after a 
short period of time. O She is allowed out of 
bed for two periods each day. 2. menstruation 
or the menses, bleeding from the uterus which 
occurs in a woman each month when the lining 
of the uterus is shed because no fertilised egg 
is present O She always has heavy periods. O 
Some women experience abdominal pain dur¬ 
ing their periods. O She has bleeding between 
periods. 

periodic /.piori'Ddik/ adjective occurring 
from time to time O He has periodic attacks of 
migraine. O She has to go to the clinic for pe¬ 
riodic checkups. 

periodic fever /.pioriodik 'fiivo/ noun a 
disease of the kidneys, common in Mediterra¬ 
nean countries 

periodicity /.piorio'disiti/ noun the timing 
of recurrent attacks of a disease 
periodic paralysis /.pioriodik po'raslosis/ 
noun recurrent attacks of weakness where the 
level of potassium in the blood is low 
periodontal /,peri3u'dDnt(3)l/, periodontic 
/.periou'dontik/ adjective referring to the area 
around the teeth 

periodontal membrane /.periou.dDntCo)! 
'membrein/, periodontal ligament /.periou 
,dDnt(o)l 'ligomont/ noun a ligament which 
attaches a tooth to the bone of the jaw 
periodontics /.periou'dontiks/, periodon¬ 
tia /,peri3u'dDnj9/ noun the study of diseases 
of the periodontal membrane 
periodontist ^periou'dDntist/ noun a den¬ 
tist who specialises in the treatment of gum 
diseases 

periodontitis /.perioudDn'taitis/ noun an 
infection of the periodontal membrane leading 
to pyorrhoea, and resulting in the teeth falling 
out if untreated 

periodontium /.periou'dDnJiom/ noun 1. 
the gums, bone and periodontal membrane 
around a tooth 2. same as periodontal mem¬ 
brane 

perionychia /.periou'mkio/, perionyxis / 

.periou'mksis/ noun a painful swelling round 
a fingernail 

perionychium /.periou'nikiom/ noun the 
skin that is round a fingernail or toenail 
perioperative /.peri'DpCojrotiv/ adjective 
before and after a surgical operation 
‘During the perioperative period little attention is 
given to thermoregulation.’ [British Journal of 
Nursing ] 

periorbital /.periou'DibitCojl/ adjective 
around the eye socket 

periosteal /.peri'DStiol/ adjective referring 
to, or attached to, the periosteum 
periosteotome /peri'cstioutoum/ noun a 
surgical instrument used to cut the periosteum 
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periosteum 

periosteum /.peri'DStiom/ noun a dense lay¬ 
er of connective tissue around a bone. See il¬ 
lustration at bone structure in Supplement 
periosteum elevator /.peri.Dstiom 
'eloveito/ noun a surgical instrument used to 
remove the periosteum from a bone 
periostitis /.perio'staitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the periosteum 

periotic /.peri'otik/ adjective referring to the 
area around the ear, especially the bones 
around the inner ear 

peripheral /p9'rif(9)r n ol/ adjective at the 
edge 

peripheral nerves /po'rifCojrol n3ivz/ plu¬ 
ral noun the parts of motor and sensory nerves 
which branch from the brain and spinal cord 
peripheral nervous system /po.rif^rol 
'n3iV9S .sistom/ noun all the nerves in differ¬ 
ent parts of the body which are linked and gov¬ 
erned by the central nervous system. Abbr 
PNS 

peripheral resistance /p9,rif(o)rol ri 
'zistons/ noun the ability of the peripheral 
blood vessels to slow down the flow of blood 
inside them 

peripheral vascular disease /p9,rif(3)rol 
'vceskjulo di,ziz:z/ noun a disease affecting 
the blood vessels which supply the arms and 
legs 

peripheral vasodilator /po.rif^rol 
.veizoudai'leito/ noun a chemical substance 
which acts to widen the blood vessels in the 
arms and legs and so improves bad circulation 
periphery /p9'rif(9)ri/ noun 1 . the regions of 
the body where the nerves end, such as the 
sense organs or the muscles 2. the surface of 
something 

periphlebitis /.periflo'baitis/ noun 1 . in¬ 
flammation of the outer coat of a vein 2. an in¬ 
flammation of the connective tissue round a 
vein 

periproctitis /.periprok'taitis/ noun swell¬ 
ing of the tissues around the rectum 
perisalpingitis /.perisaelpin'dsaitis/ noun 
inflammation of the peritoneum and other 
parts round a Fallopian tube 
perisplenitis /.perisplo'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the peritoneum and other parts 
round the spleen 

peristalsis /.peri'stselsis/ noun the move¬ 
ment, like waves ,produced by alternate con¬ 
traction and relaxation of muscles along an or¬ 
gan such as the intestine or oesophagus, which 
pushes the contents of the organ along it. Com¬ 
pare antiperistalsis 

peristaltic /.peri'staeltik/ adjective occur¬ 
ring in waves, as in peristalsis 
peritendinitis /peritendi'naitis/ noun same 

as tenosynovitis 


peritomy /po'ritomi/ noun 1 . a surgical oper¬ 
ation on the eye, where the conjunctiva is cut 
in a circle round the cornea 2. circumcision 
peritoneal /.perito'niiol/ adjective referring 
to, or belonging to, the peritoneum 
peritoneal cavity /.perito.niiol 'kaeviti/ 
noun a space between the layers of the perito¬ 
neum, containing the major organs of the ab¬ 
domen 

peritoneal dialysis /.perito.niiol dai 
'aslosis/ noun removing waste matter from 
someone’s blood by introducing fluid into the 
peritoneum which then acts as a filter, as op¬ 
posed to haemodialysis 
peritoneoscope /.peri'tounioskoup/ noun 
same as laparoscope 

peritoneoscopy /.peritouni'Dskopi/ noun 

same as laparoscopy 

peritoneum /.perito'niiom/ noun a mem¬ 
brane which lines the abdominal cavity and 
covers the organs in it 

peritonitis /.perito'naitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the peritoneum as a result of bacterial 
infection 

comment: Peritonitis is a serious condition 
and can have many causes. One of its effects 
is to stop the peristalsis of the intestine so 
making it impossible for a person to eat and 
digest. 

peritonsillar /.peri'tDnsilo/ adjective around 
the tonsils 

peritonsillar abscess /.peri.tonsilo 
'cebses/ noun same as quinsy 
peritrichous /po'ritrikos/ adjective referring 
to bacteria where the surface of the cell is cov¬ 
ered with flagella 

perityphlitis /,periti 1 flaitis/ noun swelling 
of the tissues around the caecum 
periumbilical /.periAm'bilikCo)!/ adjective 
around the navel 

periureteritis /.perijuorito'raitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the tissue round a ureter, usual¬ 
ly caused by inflammation of the ureter itself 
periurethral /.perijuo'riiBrol/ adjective 
around the urethra 

PER LA abbreviation Pupils Equal and Reac¬ 
tive to Light and Accommodation 
perle /p3il/ noun a soft capsule of medicine 
perleche /p3i'leJ7 noun 1. inflammation, 
with small cracks, at the comers of the mouth, 
caused by infection, poor diet, or producing 
too much saliva 2. candidiasis 
permanent /'psimonont/ adjective always 
existing O The accident left him with a perma¬ 
nent disability. 

permanently /'psimonontli/ adverb always, 
forever O He was permanently disabled by the 
accident. 

permanent teeth /'psimonont ti:0/ noun 
the teeth in an adult, which replace the child’s 
milk teeth during childhood 



301 


comment: The permanent teeth consist of 
eight incisors, four canines, eight premolars 
and twelve molars, the last four molars (one 
on each side of the upper and lower jaw) be¬ 
ing called the wisdom teeth, 
permeability /.psimio'biliti/ noun (of a 
membrane) the ability to allow some substanc¬ 
es to pass through 

permeable membrane /.psimiobO)! 
'membrein/ noun a membrane which allows 
some substances to pass through it 
pernicious /po'nijos/ adjective harmful or 
dangerous, or unusually severe and likely to 
end in death 

pernicious anaemia /po.nijos o'niimio/ 
noun a disease where an inability to absorb vi¬ 
tamin B 12 prevents the production of red blood 
cells and damages the spinal cord. Also called 

Addison’s anaemia 

perniosis /.psini'ousis/ noun any condition 
caused by cold which affects blood vessels in 
the skin 

pero- /perou/ prefix malformed or impaired 
peromelia /.perou'miilio/ noun a congenital 
condition in which the limbs have developed 
unusually 

peroneal /.perou'niiol/ adjective referring to 
the outside of the leg 

peroneal muscle /.perou'niiol ,mAs(o)l/, 
peroneus /.perou'niios/ noun one of three 
muscles, the peroneus brevis, longus and terti- 
us, on the outside of the lower leg which make 
the leg turn outwards 

peroperative /po'rapO^otiv/ adjective tak¬ 
ing place during a surgical operation 
peroral /po'roirol/ adjective through the 
mouth 

per os /par 'ds/ adverb referring to a drug or 
other substance to be taken through the mouth 
persecute /'p3isikju:t/ verb to make some¬ 
one suffer all the time O In paranoia, the pa¬ 
tient feels he is being persecuted. 
persecution ^psisi'kjuij^n/ noun the act 
of being made to suffer 
perseveration ^psisevo'reij^n/ noun the 
act of repeating actions or words without any 
stimulus 

persist /po'sist/ verb to continue for some 
time O The weakness in the right arm persisted 
for two weeks. 

persistent /po'sistont/ adjective continuing 
for some time O treatment aimed at the relief 
of persistent angina O She had a persistent 
cough. 

persistent vegetative state /po.sistont 
'ved 3 itotiv steit/ noun a condition in which 
someone is alive and breathes, but shows no 
brain activity, and will never recover con¬ 
sciousness. Abbr PVS 
person /'p3:s(o)n/ noun a man or woman 
personal /'p3:s(o)n(9)l/ adjective referring or 
belonging to a person O Only certain senior 


pessary 

members of staff can consult the personal 
records of the patients. 

personal care /'p3:s(3)nol keo/ noun the act 
of washing, toileting and dressing someone 
who cannot do these things for themselves 
personal hygiene /,p3:s(o)n(9)l 'haid3i:n/ 
noun the standards someone has of looking af¬ 
ter parts of their body such as hair, skin, teeth 
and breath, hands and nails, and keeping them 
clean 

personality /.psiso'naeliti/ noun all the char¬ 
acteristics which are typical of one particular 
person and the way he or she thinks and be¬ 
haves, and which make him or her different 
from other people 

‘Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive disorder which 
sees a gradual decline in intellectual functioning and 
deterioration of personality and physical coordina¬ 
tion and activity’ [Nursing Times ] 

personality disorder /.psiso'nseliti dis 
,o:do/ noun a disorder which affects the way a 
person behaves, especially in relation to other 
people 

personnel /,p3:s3'nel/ noun members of 
staff O All hospital personnel must be immu¬ 
nised against hepatitis. O Only senior person¬ 
nel can inspect the patients ’ medical records. 
(note: Personnel is singular.) 
perspiration /.psispo'reiJC^n/ noun sweat 
or the action of sweating O Perspiration broke 
out on her forehead. 

comment: Perspiration is formed in the sweat 
glands under the epidermis and cools the 
body as the moisture evaporates from the 
skin. Sweat contains salt, and in hot countries 
it may be necessary to take salt tablets to re¬ 
place the salt lost through perspiration, 
perspire /po'spaio/ verb to produce moisture 
through the sweat glands 
Perthes’ disease /'p3iti:z di,zi:z/ 3 Per¬ 
thes’ hip /,p3itiiz 'hip/ noun a disease found 
in young boys, in which the upper end of the 
femur degenerates and does not develop as ex¬ 
pected, sometimes resulting in a permanent 
limp 

pertussis /po'tASis/ noun same as whooping 
cough 

perversion /p9'v3:J(9)n/ noun a form of be¬ 
haviour which is thought to be unnatural, dan¬ 
gerous or disgusting O He is suffering from a 
form of sexual perversion. 
pes /pes/ noun a foot 

PESA abbr percutaneous epididymal sperm 
aspiration 

pes cavus /pes keivos/ noun same as claw 
foot 

pes planus /pes 'pleinos/ noun same as flat 
foot 

pessary /'pesori/ noun 1. a drug in soluble 
material which is pushed into the vagina and 
absorbed into the blood there. Also called vag¬ 
inal suppository 2. a contraceptive device 
worn inside the vagina to prevent spermatozoa 
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entering 3. a device like a ring, which is put 
into the vagina as treatment for prolapse of the 
uterus 

pest /pest/ noun an animal which carries dis¬ 
ease, attacks plants and animals and harms or 
kills them O a spray to remove insect pests 
pesticide /'pestisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills pests 

PET abbr positron-emission tomography 
petechia /pe'tiikio/ noun a small red spot 
which does not go white when pressed, caused 
by bleeding under the skin (note: The plural is 

petechiae.) 

pethidine /'peGidiin/ noun a synthetically 
produced narcotic drug, used to reduce pain 
and as a sedative 

petit mal /,peti 'msel/ noun a less severe form 
of epilepsy, where loss of consciousness at¬ 
tacks last only a few seconds and the person 
appears simply to be thinking deeply. Com¬ 
pare grand mal 

Petri dish /'piitri dij/ noun a small glass or 
plastic dish with a lid, in which a culture is 
grown 

petrissage /.petri'sa^/ noun an action used 
in massaging the muscles 
petrosal /p9'tr9us(9)l/ adjective referring to 
the petrous part of the temporal bone 
petrositis /.petrou'saitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the petrous part of the temporal bone 
petrous /'petros/ adjective 1 . like stone 2. 
petrosal 

petrous bone /'petros boun/ noun the part 
of the temporal bone which forms the base of 
the skull and the inner and middle ears 
PET scan /'pet sksen/ noun an image of a 
cross-section, usually of the brain, that shows 
metabolic processes 

-pexy /peksi/ suffix referring to fixation of an 
organ by surgery 

Peyer’s patches /.paioz 'paetjiz/ plural 
noun patches of lymphoid tissue on the mu¬ 
cous membrane of the small intestine [De¬ 
scribed 1677. After Johann Conrad Peyer 
(1653-1712), Swiss anatomist.] 

Peyronie’s disease /'peroniiz di.ziiz/ 
noun a condition associated with Dupuytren’s 
contracture in which hard fibre develops in the 
penis which becomes painful when erect [De¬ 
scribed 1743. After Frangois de la Peyronie 
(1678-1747), Surgeon to Louis XV in Paris, 
France.] 

PGEA abbr postgraduate education allowance 
pH /,pi: 'eitJV noun the concentration of hy¬ 
drogen ions in a solution, which determines its 
acidity 

comment: The pH factor is shown as a 
number: pH 7 is neutral, pH 8 and above show 
that the solution is alkaline and pH 6 and be¬ 
low show that the solution is acid, 
phaco- /faskou/ prefix referring to the lens of 
the eye 


phacoemulsification /,f£ek9ui,mAlsifi 
'keiJ(o)n/ noun an ultrasonic technique which 
turns a cataract in the eye into liquid. It is then 
removed by suction and a plastic lens is put 
into the eye. 

phaeochromocytoma /^iiou.kroumousai 
'toumo/ noun a tumour of the adrenal glands 
which affects the secretion of hormones such 
as adrenaline, which in turn results in hyper¬ 
tension and hyperglycaemia 
phag- /faeg/ prefix same as phago- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

phage /feid 3 / noun same as bacteriophage 

-phage /feid 3 / suffix referring to something 
which eats 

phagedaena /,fced39'di:n9/ noun an ulcer 
that spreads rapidly 

-phagia /feid39/ suffix referring to eating 
phago- /fcegou/ prefix referring to eating 
phagocyte /'fsegou.sait/ noun a cell, espe¬ 
cially a white blood cell, which can surround 
and destroy other cells such as bacteria cells 
phagocytic /.fsego'sitik/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to phagocytes O Monocytes become 
phagocytic during infection. 2. destroying 
cells 

phagocytosis /.fcegousai'tousis/ noun de¬ 
struction of bacteria cells and foreign bodies 
by phagocytes 

phakic /'faekik/ adjective referring to an eye 
which has its natural lens 
phako- /faskou/ prefix same as phaco- 
phalangeal /foT£end 3 iol/ adjective referring 
to the phalanges 

phalanges /fo'laend 3 i:z/ plural of phalanx 
phalangitis /.faslon'dsaitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the fingers or toes caused by infec¬ 
tion of tissue 

phalanx /'faelcerjks/ noun a bone in a finger 
or toe. See illustration at hand in Supplement, 
foot in Supplement 

comment: The fingers and toes have three 
phalanges each, except the thumb and big 
toe, which have only two. 
phalloplasty /'faelouplassti/ noun a surgical 
operation to repair a damaged or deformed pe¬ 
nis 

phantom /'fasntom/ noun 1 . a model of the 
whole body or part of the body, used to prac¬ 
tise or demonstrate surgical operations 2. an 
image not brought about by actual stimuli, 
something which is not there but seems to be 
there 

phantom limb ^fsentom Tim/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which someone seems to feel sensa¬ 
tions in a limb which has been amputated 
phantom pregnancy /.fasntom 
'pregnonsi/ noun same as pseudocyesis 
phantom tumour /.fsentom 'tjuimo/ noun 
a condition in which a swelling occurs which 
imitates a swelling caused by a tumour 
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Pharm. abbr 1. pharmacopoeia 2. pharmacy 
3. pharmaceutical 

pharmaceutical /.faimo'sjuitikCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to pharmacy or drugs 
pharmaceutical products /.faimo 

,sju:tik(o)l 'prodAkts/ plural noun medicines, 
pills, lozenges or creams which are sold in 
chemists’ shops 

pharmaceuticals /,fa:m9'sju:tik(3)lz/ plu¬ 
ral noun drugs prescribed as medicines 
Pharmaceutical Society /.faimo 

'sju:tik(o)l so.saioti/ noun a professional as¬ 
sociation for pharmacists 
pharmaceutics /.faimo'sjuitiks/ noun the 
science of the preparation and dispensing of 
prescribed drugs ■ plural noun drugs pre¬ 
scribed as medicines 

pharmacist /'faimosist/ noun a trained per¬ 
son who is qualified to prepare medicines ac¬ 
cording to the instructions on a doctor’s pre¬ 
scription 

comment: In the UK, qualified pharmacists 
must be registered by the Royal Pharmaceu¬ 
tical Society of Great Britain before they can 
practise. 

pharmaco- /faimokou/ prefix referring to 
drugs 

pharmacodynamic /.faimokoudai 

'naemik/ adjective referring to a property of a 
drug which affects the part where it is applied 
pharmacodynamics /.faimokoudai 
'naemiks/ plural noun the study of the effects 
of drugs on living organisms, and especially of 
how much the body’s response changes when 
you increase the dose of a drug. Compare 
pharmacokinetics (note: Takes a singular 
verb.) 

pharmacogenomics /.faimokoudsi 
'nomiks/ plural noun the study of the relation¬ 
ship between a person’s genetic makeup and 
response to drug treatments (note: Takes a sin¬ 
gular verb.) 

pharmacokinetic /.faimokoukai'netik/ 
adjective referring to a property of a drug 
which has an effect over a period of time 
pharmacokinetics /.faimokoukai'netiks/ 
plural noun 1 . the study of how the body reacts 
to drugs over a period of time. Compare phar¬ 
macodynamics (note: Takes a singular verb.) 
2. the way in which a drug interacts with the 
body 

pharmacological /.faimoko'lDdsikCo)!/ 
adjective referring to pharmacology 
pharmacologist /.faimo'kDlodsist/ noun a 
scientist who specialises in the study of drugs 
pharmacology /.faimo'kolodsi/ noun the 
study of drugs or medicines, and their actions, 
properties and characteristics 
pharmacopoeia /.faimoko'piio/ noun an 
official list of drugs, their methods of prepara¬ 
tion, dosages and the ways in which they 
should be used 


pharynx 

comment: The British Pharmocopoeia is the 
official list of drugs used in the UK The drugs 
listed in it have the letters BP after their name. 

In the US the official list is the United States 
Pharmacopeia or USP. 

pharmacotherapy /.faimokou'Oeropi/ 
noun the use of drugs to treat conditions, espe¬ 
cially psychiatric disorders 
pharmacy /'faimosi/ noun 1 . the study of the 
making and dispensing of drugs O He has a 
qualification in pharmacy. 2. a shop or depart¬ 
ment in a hospital where drugs are prepared 
Pharmacy Act /'faimosi sekt/ noun in the 
UK, one of several Acts of Parliament which 
regulate the making, prescribing and selling of 
drugs, e.g. the Pharmacy and Poisons Act 
1933, the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and the 
Poisons Act 1972 

pharyng- /faerind 3 / prefix same as pharyn- 
go- ( used before vowels) 
pharyngeal /.faerin'dsiiol/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the pharynx 

pharyngeal pouch /.feerindjiiol 'pautJV 
noun one of the pouches on each side of the 
throat of an embryo. Also called visceral 
pouch 

pharyngeal tonsils /.fzerindsiiol 
'tDns(o)lz/ plural noun same as adenoids 
pharyngectomy /.fcerin^ektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of part of the pharynx, es¬ 
pecially in cases of cancer of the pharynx 
pharynges /fo'rind 3 i:z/plural of pharynx 
pharyngismus /.fserin'dsizmos/, pharyng- 
ism /'f£erind3iz(9)m/ noun a spasm which 
contracts the muscles of the pharynx 
pharyngitis /,f airin'd 3 ait is/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the pharynx 

pharyngo- /foriggou/ prefix referring to the 
pharynx 

pharyngocele /fo'riggousiil/ noun 1 . a cyst 
which opens off the pharynx 2. a hernia of part 
of the pharynx 

pharyngolaryngeal /fo.riggoulo'rindsbl/ 
adjective referring to the pharynx and the lar¬ 
ynx 

pharyngology /.faerin'gDlodsi/ noun the 
specialty in medicine that deals with the 
throat, its diseases and their treatment 
pharyngoscope /fo'riggouskoup/ noun an 
instrument with a light attached, used by a 
doctor to examine the pharynx 
pharyngotympanic tube /fo.riggoutim 
,p£emk 'tjuib/ noun one of two tubes which 
connect the back of the throat to the middle 
ear. Also called Eustachian tube 
pharynx /'fasrigks/ noun a muscular passage 
leading from the back of the mouth to the 
oesophagus (note: The plural is pharynges or 
pharynxes.) 

comment: The nasal cavity (or nasopharynx) 
leads to the back of the mouth (or oropharynx) 
and then into the pharynx itself, which in turn 
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becomes the oesophagus when it reaches the 
sixth cervical vertebra. The pharynx is the 
channel both for air and food; the trachea (or 
windpipe) leads off it before it joins the 
oesophagus. The upper part of the pharynx 
(the nasopharynx) connects with the middle 
ear through the Eustachian tubes. When air 
pressure in the middle ear is not equal to that 
outside, as when going up or down in an aer¬ 
oplane, the tube becomes blocked and pres¬ 
sure can be reduced by swallowing, 
phase /feiz/ noun a stage or period of devel¬ 
opment O If the cancer is diagnosed in its ear¬ 
ly phase, the chances of complete cure are 
much greater. 

phenazopyridine /fo.nsezou'piridiin/ noun 
a drug used to reduce pain in conditions of the 
urinary tract, such as cystitis 
phenobarbitone ^fiinou'baibitoun/ noun 
a barbiturate drug which is used as a sedative, 
a hypnotic and an anticonvulsant 
phenol /'fiinDl/ noun a strong disinfectant 
used for external use. Also called carbolic 
acid 

phenomenon /fo'nmninon/ noun 1 . a fact or 
situation which can be observed 2. someone or 
something that is considered to be extraordi¬ 
nary and marvellous 

phenotype /'fiinoutaip/ noun the particular 
characteristics of an organism. Compare gen¬ 
otype 

‘_all cancers may be reduced to fundamental mech¬ 

anisms based on cancer risk genes or oncogenes 
within ourselves. An oncogene is a gene that encodes 
a protein that contributes to the malignant phenotype 
of the cell.’ [British Medical Journal ] 

phenylalanine /.fiinail'aeloniin/ noun an es¬ 
sential amino acid 

phenylketonuria /.fiinail.kiitou'njuorio/ 
noun a hereditary condition which affects the 
way in which the body breaks down phenyla¬ 
lanine, which in turn concentrates toxic metab¬ 
olites in the nervous system causing brain 
damage 

comment: To have phenylketonuria, a child 
has to inherit the gene from both parents. The 
condition can be treated by giving the child a 
special diet but early diagnosis is essential to 
avoid brain damage. 

phenytoin /'fenitoin/ noun a drug which 
helps to prevent convulsions, used in the treat¬ 
ment of epilepsy 

pH factor /,pi: 'eitj .fsekto/ noun a factor 
which indicates acidity or alkalinity 
phial /'faiol/ noun a small medicine bottle 
-philia /filio/ suffix attraction to or liking for 
something 

philtrum /'filtrom/ noun 1 . a groove in the 
centre of the top lip 2. a drug believed to stim¬ 
ulate sexual desire 

phimosis /fai'mousis/ noun a condition in 
which the foreskin is tight and has to be re¬ 
moved by circumcision 


phleb- /fleb/ prefix same as phlebo- [used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

phlebectomy /fli'bektomi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of a vein or part of a vein 
phlebitis /fli'baitis/ noun inflammation of a 
vein 

phlebo- /flebou/ prefix referring to a vein 
phlebogram /'flebograem/ noun an X-ray 
picture of a vein or system of veins. Also 
called venogram 

phlebography /fli'bogrofi/ noun an X-ray 
examination of a vein using a radio-opaque 
dye so that the vein will show up on the film. 
Also called venography 
phlebolith /'fleboliG/ noun a stone which 
forms in a vein as a result of an old thrombus 
becoming calcified 

phlebothrombosis /.flebouBrom'bousis/ 
noun a blood clot in a deep vein in the legs or 
pelvis, which can easily detach and form an 
embolus in a lung 

phlebotomise /flTbotomaiz/, phlebot¬ 
omize verb to make a cut in a person’s vein to 
take blood for testing 

phlebotomy /fli'bDtomi/ noun an operation 
where a vein or an artery is cut so that blood 
can be removed, as when taking blood from a 
donor 

phlegm /flem/ noun same as sputum O She 
was coughing up phlegm into her handker¬ 
chief 

phlegmasia alba dolens /fleg,meizio 
,celbo 'doulons/ noun same as milk leg 
phlyctena /flik'tiino/, phlycten /'flikton/ 
noun 1 . a small blister caused by a bum 2. a 
small vesicle on the conjunctiva 
phlyctenule /flik'tenjuil/ noun 1 . a tiny blis¬ 
ter on the cornea or conjunctiva 2. any small 
blister 

phobia /'foubio/ noun an unusually strong 
and irrational fear O She has a phobia about or 
of dogs. O Fear of snakes is one of the com¬ 
monest phobias. 

-phobia /foubio/ suffix neurotic fear of some¬ 
thing O agoraphobia O claustrophobia 
phobic /'foubik/ adjective referring to a pho¬ 
bia 

-phobic /foubik/ suffix a person who has a 
phobia of something 

phobic anxiety /.foubik serj'zaioti/ noun 
state of worry caused by a phobia 
phocomelia /.fouko'miilio/, phocomely 
/fou'komoli/ noun 1 . a congenital condition in 
which the upper parts of the limbs are missing 
or poorly developed, leaving the hands or feet 
directly attached to the body 2. a congenital 
condition in which the legs develop as usual, 
but the arms are absent or underdeveloped 
phon- /foun/ prefix same as phono- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 
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phonation /fou'neiJXojn/ noun the produc¬ 
tion of vocal sounds, especially speech 
phoniatrics /.founi'aetriks/ noun the study 
of speech and disorders related to it 
phono- /founou/ prefix referring to sound or 
voice 

phonocardiogram /.founou'kaidiogrsem/ 
noun a chart of the sounds made by the heart 
phonocardiograph /.founou'kaidiograsf/ 
noun an instrument that amplifies heart sounds 
and converts them into a visual display 
phonocardiography /.founou.kaidi 
'Dgrofi/ noun the process of recording the 
sounds made by the heart 
phonology /f9'nDlod3i/ noun the study of 
the system of speech sounds used in a particu¬ 
lar language or in human speech generally 
phonosurgery /'founou.ssidsori/ noun sur¬ 
gery performed to alter the quality of the voice 
phosphataemia /.fDsfo'tiimio/ noun the 
presence of excess phosphates in the blood 
phosphatase /'fDsfoteiz/ noun a group of 
enzymes which are important in the cycle of 
muscle contraction and in the calcification of 
bones 

phosphate /'fDsfeit/ noun a salt of phos¬ 
phoric acid 

phosphaturia /.fDsfo'tjuorio/ noun the 
presence of excess phosphates in the urine 
comment: In phosphaturia the urine becomes 
cloudy, which can indicate stones in the blad¬ 
der or kidney. 

phospholipid /.fosfou'lipid/ noun a com¬ 
pound with fatty acids, which is one of the 
main components of membranous tissue 
phosphonecrosis /.fDsfoune'krousis/ 
noun a necrotic condition affecting the kid¬ 
neys, liver and bones, usually seen in people 
who work with phosphorus 
phosphorescent /,fDsf9'res(3)nt/ adjective 
shining without producing heat 
phosphoric acid /fos.fDrik 'cesid/ noun an 
acid which is very soluble in water and gives 
rise to acid, neutral and alkali salts 
phosphorus /'fDsf(o)ros/ noun a toxic 
chemical element which is present in very 
small quantities in bones and nerve tissue. It 
causes burns if it touches the skin, and can poi¬ 
son if swallowed, (note: The chemical symbol 
isP.) 

phosphorylase /fDs'fDrileiz/ noun an en¬ 
zyme that aids the process of carbohydrate me¬ 
tabolism 

phossy jaw /,fDsi 'd 3 o:/ noun a type of phos¬ 
phonecrosis, caused by inhaling phosphorus 
fumes, which results in disintegration of the 
bones of the lower jaw. The disease was once 
common among workers in match factories, 
phot- /fot, foot/ prefix same as photo- ( used 
before vowels) 


phototoxicity 

photalgia /fau'tEeldsa/ noun 1 . pain in the 
eye caused by bright light 2. severe photopho¬ 
bia 

photo- /foutou/ prefix referring to light 
photoablation /.foutouo'bleiJXojn/ noun 
the removal of tissue using lasers 
photocoagulation /.foutoukousegju 
TeiJ(o)n/ noun the process in which tissue co¬ 
agulates from the heat caused by light, used to 
treat a detached retina 

photodermatosis /.foutoi^dsimo'tousis/ 
noun a lesion of the skin after exposure to 
bright light 

photogenic /.fouto'dgenik/ adjective 1 . pro¬ 
duced by the action of light 2. producing light 
photograph /'foutograif/ noun a picture 
taken with a camera, which uses the chemical 
action of light on sensitive film ■ verb to take 
a picture of something with a camera 
photography /fo'togrofi/ noun the act of 
taking pictures with a camera O The develop¬ 
ment of X-ray photography has meant that in¬ 
ternal disorders can be more easily diagnosed. 
photophobia /.foutou'foubio/ noun 1 . a 
condition in which the eyes become sensitive 
to light and conjunctivitis may be caused 
(note: It can be associated with measles and 
some other infectious diseases.) 2. a morbid 
fear of light 

photophobic /.foutou'foubik/ adjective 
having an unusual fear of light 
photophthalmia /.foutDf'Gaelmio/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the eye caused by bright light, 
as in snow blindness 

photopic vision /fou.topik 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun 
vision which is adapted to bright light such as 
daylight, using the cones in the retina instead 
of the rods, which are used in scotopic vision. 

0 light adaptation 

photopsia /fou'topsio/ noun a condition of 
the eye in which someone sees flashes of light 
photoreceptor neurone /.foutouri.septo 
'njuoroun/ noun a rod or cone in the retina, 
which is sensitive to light or colour 
photoretinitis /foutoureti'naitis/ noun 
damage to a retina caused by looking directly 
at the sun. Also called sun blindness 
photosensitive /.foutou'sensitiv/ adjective 
sensitive to light, or stimulated by light 
photosensitivity /foutousenso'tivoti/ 
noun the fact of being sensitive to light 
phototherapy /foutou'Geropi/ noun a treat¬ 
ment for jaundice and vitamin D deficiency, 
which involves exposing the person to ultravi¬ 
olet rays 

phototoxic /.foutou'toksik/ adjective mak¬ 
ing the skin unusually sensitive to damage by 
light, as in sunburn 

phototoxicity /.foutoutDk'sisiti/ noun a 
cause of damage to the retina of the eye due to 
exposure to too much ultraviolet light or radi- 
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ation O Children’s retinas are more likely to 
experience damage as a result of phototoxicity 
from excess ultraviolet light than those of 
adults. i> retinopathy 

photuria /fou'tjuorio/ noun phosphorescent 
urine 

phren- /fren/ prefix same as phreno- (used 
before vowels) 

phrenemphraxis /.frenem'frasksis/ noun a 
surgical operation to crush the phrenic nerve in 
order to paralyse the diaphragm 
-phrenia /friinio/ suffix disorder of the mind 
phrenic /'frenik/ adjective 1. referring to the 
diaphragm 2. referring to the mind or intellect 
phrenic avulsion /.frenik o'vAlJ(o)n/ noun 
the surgical removal of part of the phrenic 
nerve in order to paralyse the diaphragm 
phrenicectomy /.frem'sektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of all or part of the phrenic 
nerve 

phreniclasia /.frem'kleizio/ noun an opera¬ 
tion to clamp the phrenic nerve 
phrenic nerve /'frenik n3iv/ noun a pair of 
nerves which controls the muscles in the dia¬ 
phragm 

phrenicotomy /.frem'kDtomi/ noun an op¬ 
eration to divide the phrenic nerve 
phreno- /frenou/ prefix 1. referring to the 
brain 2. referring to the phrenic nerve 
pH test/ .pi: 'eit J test/ noun a test to see how 
acid or alkaline a solution is 
phthiriasis /Gi'raiosis/ noun infestation with 
the crab louse 

Phthirius pubis /.Gaiorios 'pjuibis/ noun a 
louse which infests the pubic region. Also 
called pubic louse, crab 
phthisis /'Gaisis/ noun an old term for tuber¬ 
culosis 

phycomycosis /.faikoumai'kousis/ noun 
an acute infection of the lungs, central nervous 
system and other organs by a fungus 
physi- /fizi/ prefix same as physio- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

physical /'fizik(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
body, as opposed to the mind ■ noun a physi¬ 
cal examination O He has to pass a physical 
before being accepted by the police force. 

physical dependence /,fizik(o)l di 

'pendons/, physical drug dependence / 

,fizik(o)l 'drAg di.pendons/ noun a state 
where a person is addicted to a drug such as 
heroin and suffers physical effects if he or she 
stops taking the drug 

physical education /,fizik(o)l ,edju 

'keiJXojn/ noun the teaching of sports and ex¬ 
ercises in school 

physical examination /,fizik(o)l ig.zasmi 
'neiJ(o)n/ noun an examination of someone’s 
body to see if he or she is healthy 
physical genetic trait /,fizik(s)l d 3 o'netik 
treit/ noun a characteristic of the body of a 


person, e.g. red hair or big feet, which is inher¬ 
ited 

physically /'fizikli/ adverb referring to the 
body O Physically he is very weak, but his 
mind is still alert. 

physically challenged /, fizikli 
'tj£elind 3 d/ adjective describing someone 
whose condition makes it difficult to perform 
some or all of the basic activities of daily life 
physical medicine /,fizik(o)l 'med(9)sin/ 
noun a branch of medicine which deals with 
physical disabilities or with treatment of disor¬ 
ders after they have been diagnosed 
physical sign /,fizik(9)l 'sain/ noun a 
symptom which can be seen on someone’s 
body or which can be produced by percussion 
and palpitation 

physical therapy /,fizik(o)l 'Geropi/ noun 
the treatment of disorders by heat, by massage, 
by exercise and other physical means 
physician /fi'zij(9)n/ noun a registered doc¬ 
tor who is not a surgeon (note: In British Eng¬ 
lish, physician refers to a specialist doctor, 
though not usually a surgeon, while in US Eng¬ 
lish it is used for any qualified doctor.) 
physio /'fiziou/ noun ( informal ) 1 . a session of 
physiotherapy treatment 2. a physiotherapist 
physio- /fiziou/ prefix 1. referring to physiol¬ 
ogy 2. physical 

physiological /,fizio'lDd3ik(9)l/ adjective 
referring to physiology and the regular func¬ 
tions of the body 

physiological saline /,fiziolDd3ik(9)l 'sei 
lain/, physiological solution / ( fiziolDd3ik(3)l 
S9'luiJ(o)n/ noun any solution used to keep 
cells or tissue alive 

physiological tremor /,fizi9,lDd3ik(3)l 
'tremo/ noun a small movement of the limbs 
which takes place when a person tries to re¬ 
main still 

physiologist /,fizi'Dlod3ist/ noun a scientist 
who specialises in the study of the functions of 
living organisms 

physiology /.fizi'olodsi/ noun the study of 
regular body functions 

physiotherapist /.fiziou'Geropist/ noun a 
trained specialist who gives physiotherapy 
physiotherapy /.fiziou'Geropi/ noun the 
treatment of a disorder or condition by exer¬ 
cise, massage, heat treatment, infrared lamps 
or other external means, e.g. to restore strength 
or function after a disease or injury 
physiotherapy clinic /.fiziou'Geropi 
.klinik/ noun a clinic where people can have 
physiotherapy 

physique /fi'ziik/ noun the shape and size of 
a person’s body 

physo- /faisou/ prefix 1 . tending to swell 2. 
relating to air or gas 

physostigmine /.faisou'stigmiin/ noun an 
extract of the dried leaves of the vine that pro- 



307 


pilonidal cyst 


duces Calabar bean, which is toxic but may be 
used in the treatment of glaucoma and to coun¬ 
ter the effects of anticholinergic drugs on the 
central nervous system 

phyt- /fait/, phyto- /faitou/ prefix referring to 
plants or coming from plants 
phytooestrogen ^faitou'iistrodgon/ noun 
a substance obtained from cereals, legumes 
and seeds which has a similar effect on the 
body as oestrogen, used increasingly as an al¬ 
ternative to hormone replacement therapy 
phyto-photo dermatitis /.faitou .foutou 
.dsimo'taitis/ noun an acute skin reaction due 
to the combination of plant irritation and sun¬ 
light 

PI abbr pressure index 

pia /'paio/, pia mater /,paio 'meito/ noun the 
delicate innermost membrane of the three 
which cover the brain. i> arachnoid, dura 
mater 

pian /pi:'am/ noun same as yaws 
pica /'paiko/ noun a desire to eat things which 
are not food, e.g. wood or paper, often found in 
pregnant women and small children 
pick /pik/ verb to take away small pieces of 
something with the fingers or with a tool O She 
picked the pieces of glass out of the wound 
with tweezers. 

Pick’s disease /'piks di,zi:z/ noun a rare 
form of presenile dementia, in which a disor¬ 
der of the lipoid metabolism causes mental im¬ 
pairment, anaemia, loss of weight and swell¬ 
ing of the spleen and liver 
pick up /,pik 'Ap/ verb ( informal) 1. to catch a 
disease O She must have picked up the disease 
when she was travelling in Africa. 2. to get 
stronger or better O He was ill for months, but 
he’s picking up now. 

pico- /piikou/ prefix one million millionth 
(10- 12 ). Symbol p 

picomole /'piikoumoul/ noun a unit of meas¬ 
urement of the amount of substance equal to 
one million millionth of a mole. Symbol pmol 
picornavirus /pii'koino.vairos/ noun a vi¬ 
rus containing RNA, e.g. enteroa viruses and 
rhinoa viruses 

PID abbr prolapsed intervertebral disc 
PIDS abbr primary immune deficiency syn¬ 
drome 

Pierre Robin syndrome /.pjeo ro'baen 
.sindroum/ noun a combination of facial fea¬ 
tures including a small lower jaw and a cleft 
palate that exist at birth, causing breathing and 
feeding problems early in a child’s life 
pigeon breast /'pid 3 in brest/, pigeon 
chest /'pid 3 in t/est/ noun same as pectus 
carinatum 

pigeon toes /'pid 3 in touz/ plural noun a 
condition in which the feet turn towards the in¬ 
side when a person is standing upright 


pigment /'pigmont/ noun 1. a substance 
which gives colour to part of the body such as 
blood, the skin or hair 2. (in pharmacy) a paint 
comment: The body contains several sub¬ 
stances which control colour: melanin gives 
dark colour to the skin and hair; bilirubin gives 
yellow colour to bile and urine; haemoglobin in 
the blood gives the skin a pink colour; caro¬ 
tene can give a reddish-yellow colour to the 
skin if the patient eats too many tomatoes or 
carrots. Some pigment cells can carry oxygen 
and are called ‘respiratory pigments’, 
pigmentation /.pigmen'teiJXojn/ noun the 
colouring of the body, especially that produced 
by deposits of pigment 

pigmented /pig'mentid/ adjective 1. col¬ 
oured 2. showing an unusual colour 
pigmented epithelium /.pigmontid ,epi 
'Biiliom/, pigmented layer /.pigmontid Teio/ 
noun coloured tissue at the back of the retina 
PIH abbr pregnancy-induced hypertension 
Pilates /pi'laitiz/ noun a holistic form of ex¬ 
ercise and postural therapy that develops the 
deep abdominal muscles to control body 
movement and protect the back 
piles /pailz/ plural noun same as haemor¬ 
rhoids 

pili /'pailai/» arrector pili 

pill /pil/ noun a small hard round ball of med¬ 
ication that is taken by swallowing O He has to 
take the pills twice a day. □ the pill an oral 
contraceptive. i> morning-after pill □ on the 
pill taking a regular course of contraceptive 
pills 

pillar /'pilo/ noun a part that is long and thin 
pillow /'pilou/ noun a soft cushion on a bed 
which the head lies on when the person is lying 
down O The nurse gave her an extra pillow to 
keep her head raised. 

pill-rolling /'pil ,roulir)/ noun nervous action 
of the fingers, in which the person seems to be 
rolling a very small object, associated with 
Parkinson’s disease 
pilo- /pailou/ prefix referring to hair 
pilocarpine /.pailou'kaipiin/ noun an or¬ 
ganic compound of plant origin which is used 
in eye drops to treat glaucoma 
pilomotor ^pailou'mouto/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to something that moves the hairs of the 
skin 

pilomotor nerve /.pailou'mouto n3iv/ 
noun a nerve which supplies the arrector pili 
muscles attached to hair follicles 
pilomotor reflex /.paitau'mouto ,ri:fleks/ 
noun a reaction of the dermal papillae of the 
skin to cold and fear which causes the hairs on 
the skin to become erect 
pilonidal /,paita'naid(3)l/ adjective relating 
to a cyst or cavity which has a growth of hair 
pilonidal cyst /.pailo.naidCojl 'sist/ noun a 
cyst containing hair, usually found at the bot¬ 
tom of the spine near the buttocks 
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pilonidal sinus /.pails,naid(3)l 'sainos/ 
noun a small depression with hairs at the base 
of the spine 

pilosebaceous ^pailouso'beijos/ adjective 
referring to the hair follicles and the glands at¬ 
tached to them 

pilosis /pai'lausis/, pilosism /'pailosiz(o)m/ 
noun a condition in which someone has an un¬ 
usual amount of hair or where hair is present in 
an unusual place 

pilot study /'pailot ,stAdi/ noun a small ver¬ 
sion of a project which is carried out first, in 
order to discover how well it works and to 
solve any problems, before going ahead with 
the full version 

pilus /'pailos/ noun 1. one hair (note: The plu¬ 
ral is pili.) 2. hair-like process on the surface of 
a bacterium 

pimple /'pimpol/ noun a small swelling on 
the skin, containing pus O He had pimples on 
his neck. 

pimply /'pimpli/ adjective covered with pim¬ 
ples 

pin /pin/ noun 1 . a small sharp piece of metal 
for attaching things together O The nurse fas¬ 
tened the bandage with a pin. 2. a metal nail 
used to attach broken bones O He has had a 
pin inserted in his hip. ■ verb to attach some¬ 
thing with a pin O She pinned the bandages 
carefully to stop them slipping. O The bone 
had fractured in several places and needed 
pinning. 

pinch /pintJV noun 1 . an act of squeezing the 
thumb and first finger together 2. a quantity of 
something which can be held between the 
thumb and first finger O She put a pinch of salt 
into the water. ■ verb 1. to squeeze something 
tightly between the thumb and first finger 2. to 
squeeze something O She developed a sore on 
her ankle where her shoe pinched. 
pineal /'piniol/ adjective relating to or re¬ 
leased by the pineal gland 
pineal body /'piniol ,bDdi/, pineal gland / 
'piniol gkend/ noun a small cone-shaped 
gland situated below the corpus callosum in 
the brain, which produces melatonin and is be¬ 
lieved to be associated with the circadian 
rhythm. See illustration at brain in Supple¬ 
ment 

pinguecula /pirj'gwekjulo/, pinguicula 

/pir) 'gwikjulo/ noun a condition affecting eld¬ 
erly people, in which the conjunctiva in the 
eyes has small yellow growths near the edge of 
the cornea, usually on the nasal side 
pink disease /'pirjk di.ziiz/ noun same as 
acrodynia 

pinna /'pins/ noun the outer ear, the part of 
the ear which is outside the head, connected by 
a passage to the eardrum. See illustration at 
ear in Supplement 


pinnaplasty /'pinoplassti/ noun a cosmetic 
surgical procedure to correct the shape of the 
ear 

pinocytosis /,pi:n9usai't9usis/ noun the 
process by which a cell surrounds and takes in 
fluid 

pins and needles /,pinz on 'ni:d(o)lz/ noun 
an unpleasant tingling sensation, usually oc¬ 
curring after a temporarily restricted blood 
supply returns to an arm or leg ( informal) 0 par- 
aesthesia 

pint /paint/ noun a unit of measurement of 
liquids ( = about 0.56 of a litre) O He lost two 
pints of blood during the operation. 
pinta /'pinto/ noun a skin disease of the trop¬ 
ical regions of America, in which the skin on 
the hands and feet swells and loses colour, 
caused by a spirochaete Treponema 
pinworm /'pinw3:m/ noun US same as 
threadworm 

PIP abbr proximal interphalangeal joint 
pipette /pi'pet/ noun a thin glass tube used in 
the laboratory for taking or measuring samples 
of liquid 

piriform fossae /.pirifoim 'fosi:/ plural 
noun the two hollows at the sides of the upper 
end of the larynx 

Piriton /'piritDn/ a trade name for chlorphe¬ 
niramine 

piroxicam /pi'rDksiksem/ noun a non-steroi¬ 
dal anti-inflammatory drug used in the treat¬ 
ment of rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis 
Pis abbr performance indicators 
pisiform /'pisiform/, pisiform bone /'pisif 
foim boun/ noun one of the eight small carpal 
bones in the wrist. See illustration at hand in 
Supplement 

pit /pit/ noun a hollow place on a surface □ the 
pit of the stomach the epigastrium, the part of 
the upper abdomen between the ribcage above 
the navel, i) armpit 

pithiatism /pT0aiotiz(o)m/ noun a way of 
influencing someone’s mind by persuading 
him or her of something, as when a doctor 
treats a condition by telling the person that he 
or she is in fact well 

pitted /'pitid/ adjective covered with small 
hollows O His skin was pitted by acne. 
pitting /'pitig/ noun the formation of hollows 
in the skin 

pituitary /pi'tju:it(o)ri/ adjective 1 . relating 
to or produced by the pituitary gland 2. caused 
by a disturbance of the pituitary gland ■ noun 

same as pituitary gland 

pituitary body /pTtju:it(o)ri ,bodi/ noun 

same as pituitary gland 

pituitary fossa /pi,tjunt(s)ri 'fDso/ noun 

same as sella turcica 

pituitary gland /pi'tju:it(o)ri .gkend/ noun 
the main endocrine gland in the body which 
secretes hormones that stimulate other glands. 
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Also called pituitary body, hypophysis cere¬ 
bri. See illustration at brain in Supplement 
comment: The pituitary gland is about the size 
of a pea and hangs down from the base of the 
brain, inside the sphenoid bone, on a stalk 
which attaches it to the hypothalamus. The 
front lobe of the gland (the adenohypophysis) 
secretes several hormones (TSH, ACTH) 
which stimulate the adrenal and thyroid 
glands, or which stimulate the production of 
sex hormones, melanin and milk. The posteri¬ 
or lobe of the pituitary gland (the neurohypo¬ 
physis) secretes the antidiuretic hormone 
(ADH) and oxytocin. 

pituitrin /pi'tjuntrin/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the pituitary gland 
pityriasis /.piti'raiosis/ noun any skin dis¬ 
ease in which the skin develops thin scales 
pityriasis alba /piti.raiosis 'aslbo/ noun a 
disease affecting children which results in flat 
white patches on the cheeks that usually heal 
naturally 

pityriasis capitis /piti.raiosis ko'paitis/ 
noun } dandruff 

pityriasis rosea /piti,raiosis 'rouzio/ noun 
a mild irritating rash affecting young people, 
which appears especially in the early part of 
the year and has no known cause 
pityriasis rubra /piti,raiosis 'ruibro/ noun 
a serious, sometimes fatal, skin disease, a type 
of exfoliative dermatitis in which the skin 
turns dark red and is covered with white scales 
pivot /'pivot/ noun a stem used to attach an 
artificial crown to the root of a tooth ■ verb to 
rest and turn on a point O The atlas bone pivots 
on the second vertebra. 
pivot joint /'pivot d 30 int/ noun same as tro¬ 
choid joint 

PKD abbr polycystic kidney disease 
PKU abbr phenylketonuria 
placebo /plo'siibou/ noun a tablet which ap¬ 
pears to be a drug, but has no medicinal sub¬ 
stance in it 

comment: Placebos may be given to patients 
who have imaginary illnesses. Placebos can 
also help in treating real disorders by stimulat¬ 
ing the patient’s psychological will to be cured. 
Placebos are also used on control groups in 
tests of new drugs (a placebo-controlled 
study). 

placebo effect /plo'siibou i.fekt/ noun the 
apparently beneficial effect of telling someone 
that he or she is having a treatment, even if this 
is not true, caused by the hope that the treat¬ 
ment will be effective 

placenta /plo'sento/ noun the tissue which 
grows inside the uterus during pregnancy and 
links the baby to the mother 
comment: The vascular system of the fetus is 
not directly connected to that of the mother. 
The placenta allows an exchange of oxygen 
and nutrients to be passed from the mother to 
the fetus to which she is linked by the umbili¬ 
cal cord. It stops functioning when the baby 


breathes for the first time and is then passed 
out of the uterus as the afterbirth, 
placental /pis' sent (o)l/ adjective referring to 
the placenta 

placental barrier /pl9,sent(9)l 'bcerio/ noun 
a barrier which prevents the blood of a fetus 
and that of the mother from mixing, but allows 
water, oxygen and hormones to pass from 
mother to fetus 

placental insufficiency /pb,sent(»l ,ins9 
l fiJ'(o)nsi/ noun a condition in which the pla¬ 
centa does not provide the fetus with the nec¬ 
essary oxygen and nutrients 
placenta praevia /plo.sento 'priivio/ noun 
a condition in which the fertilised egg be¬ 
comes implanted in the lower part of the uter¬ 
us, which means that the placenta lies across 
the cervix and may become detached during 
childbirth and cause brain damage to the baby 
placentography /.plaeson'togrofi/ noun an 
X-ray examination of the placenta of a preg¬ 
nant woman after a radiopaque dye has been 
injected 

Placido’s disc /plo'saidouz disk/ noun 
same as keratoscope [After A. Placido, Portu¬ 
guese oculist.] 

plagiocephaly /.pleidsio'kefoli/ noun a 
condition in which a person has a distorted 
head shape, from irregular closure of the crani¬ 
al sutures 

plague /pleig/ noun an infectious disease 
which occurs in epidemics where many people 
are killed 

comment: Bubonic plague was the Black 
Death of the Middle Ages; its symptoms are 
fever, delirium, prostration, rigor and swell¬ 
ings on the lymph nodes, 
plan /plasn/ noun arrangement of how some¬ 
thing should be done ■ verb to arrange how 
something is going to be done □ they are 
planning to have a family they expect to have 
children and so are not taking contraceptives 
‘.. .one issue has arisen - the amount of time and ef¬ 
fort which nurses need to put into the writing of de¬ 
tailed care plans. Few would now dispute the need 
for clear, concise nursing plans to guide nursing 
practice, provide educational tools and give an accu¬ 
rate legal record’ [Nursing Times ] 
plane /plein/ noun a flat surface, especially 
that of the body seen from a specific angle 
planned parenthood /.plasnd 
'peoronthud/ noun a situation in which two 
people plan to have a specific number of chil¬ 
dren, and take contraceptives to control the 
number of children in the family 
planning /'plaemg/ noun the work of decid¬ 
ing and arranging how something should be 
done 

planta /'plaints/ noun the sole of the foot 
plantar /'plsento/ adjective referring to the 
sole of the foot 

plantar arch /.plsentor 'aitJV noun the 
curved part of the sole of the foot running 
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along the length of the foot. Also called longi- 
tudinal arch 

plantar flexion /,pl£ento 'flekjon/ noun the 
bending of the toes downwards 
plantar reflex /.plaento 'riifleks/, plantar re¬ 
sponse /.plcento ri'spDns/ noun the usual 
downward movement of the toes when the sole 
of the foot is stroked in the Babinski test 
plantar region /'plaento ,ri:d39n/ noun the 
sole of the foot 

plantar surface /'plaento ,s3:fis/ noun the 
skin of the sole of the foot 
plantar wart /'plsento wait/ noun a wart on 
the sole of the foot 
planus /'pleinos/» lichen planus 
plaque /plsek, pla:k/ noun 1 . a flat area 2. a 
film of saliva, mucus, bacteria and food resi¬ 
dues that builds up on the surface of teeth and 
can cause gum damage 
-plasia /pleizio/ suffix referring to something 
which develops or grows 
plasm- /pl£ez(o)m/ prefix same as plasmo- 
(used before vowels) 

plasma /'plaszmo/ noun 1 . a yellow watery 
liquid which makes up the main part of blood 
2. lymph with no corpuscles 3. cytoplasm 
comment: If blood does not clot it separates 
into blood corpuscles and plasma, which is 
formed of water and proteins, including the 
clotting agent fibrinogen. If blood clots, the 
corpuscles separate from serum, which is a 
watery liquid similar to plasma, but not con¬ 
taining fibrinogen. Dried plasma can be kept 
for a long time, and is used, after water has 
been added, for transfusions, 
plasma cell /'plaszmo sel/ noun a lym¬ 
phocyte which produces a particular type of 
antibody 

plasmacytoma ^plaszmosai'toumo/ noun a 
malignant tumour of plasma cells, usually 
found in lymph nodes or bone marrow 
plasmapheresis /.plaszmofo'riisis/ noun 
an operation to take blood from someone, then 
to separate the red blood cells from the plasma, 
and to return the red blood cells suspended in 
a saline solution to the patient through a trans¬ 
fusion 

plasma protein /'plaezmo ,pr9uti:n/ noun a 
protein in plasma, e.g. albumin, gamma glob¬ 
ulin or fibrinogen 

plasmin /'plaezmin/ noun same as fibri- 
nolysin 

plasminogen /plaez'minodgon/ noun a sub¬ 
stance in blood plasma which becomes activat¬ 
ed and forms plasmin 

plasmo- /plaszmou/ prefix referring to blood 
plasma 

Plasmodium /plsez'moudiom/ noun a type 
of parasite which infests red blood cells and 
causes malaria 

plasmolysis /pkez'mDlisis/ noun the con¬ 
traction of a cell protoplasm by dehydration, 


where the surrounding cell wall becomes 
smaller 

plaster /'plaisto/ noun a white powder which 
is mixed with water and used to make a solid 
support to cover a broken limb O After his ac¬ 
cident he had his leg in plaster for two months. 
plaster cast /'plaisto kaist/ noun a hard 
support made of bandage soaked in liquid 
plaster of Paris, which is allowed to harden af¬ 
ter being wrapped round a broken limb and 
which prevents the limb moving while the 
bone heals 

plaster of Paris /.plaistor ov 'pasris/ noun 
a fine white plaster used to make plaster casts 
plastic /'phestik/ noun an artificial material 
made from petroleum, and used to make many 
objects, including replacement organs ■ adjec¬ 
tive able to change shape or develop in differ¬ 
ent shapes 

plastic lymph /'plaestik limf/ noun a yellow 
liquid produced by an inflamed wound which 
helps the healing process 
plastic surgeon /.plaestik 's3id39n/ noun a 
surgeon who specialises in plastic surgery 
plastic surgery /.plsestik 's3:d3ori/ noun 
surgery to repair damaged or malformed parts 
of the body ( informal) i> reconstructive sur¬ 
gery 

comment: Plastic surgery is especially impor¬ 
tant in treating accident victims or people who 
have suffered burns. It is also used to correct 
congenital disorders such as a cleft palate. 
When the aim is simply to improve the pa¬ 
tient’s appearance, it is usually referred to as 
‘cosmetic surgery’. 

plastin /'plaestin/ noun same as fibrinolysin 
-plasty /plaesti/ suffix referring to plastic sur¬ 
gery 

plate /pleit/ noun 1 . a flat sheet of metal or 
bone O The surgeon inserted a plate in her 
skull. 2. a flat piece of metal attached to a frac¬ 
tured bone to hold the broken parts together 
platelet /'pleitlot/ noun a small blood cell 
which releases thromboplastin and which mul¬ 
tiplies rapidly after an injury, encouraging the 
coagulation of blood. Also called thrombo¬ 
cyte 

platelet count /'pleit(9)lot kaunt/ noun a 
test to count the number of platelets in a spe¬ 
cific quantity of blood 
platy- /plaeti/ prefix flat 
platysma /plo'tizmo/ noun a flat muscle run¬ 
ning from the collarbone to the lower jaw 
pledget /'pled 3 it/ noun a small piece of 
gauze or cotton wool used to protect or apply 
medication to a small enclosed space, such as 
the ear passage 

-plegia /pli:d33/ suffix paralysis 
pleio- /plaiou/ prefix same as pleo- 
pleo- /pliiou/ prefix too many 
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pleocytosis /.pliiousai'tousis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which there are an unusual number of 
leucocytes in the cerebrospinal fluid 
pleoptics /plii'optiks/ noun treatment to 
help the partially sighted 
plessor /'pleso/ noun a little hammer with a 
rubber tip, used by doctors to tap tendons to 
test for reflexes or for percussion of the chest. 
Also called plexor 

plethora /'pleGoro/ noun too much blood in a 
part of the body 

plethoric /ple'0Drik/ adjective referring to an 
appearance that is due to dilatation of superfi¬ 
cial blood vessels, e.g. a red complexion 
plethysmography /.pleGiz'mogrofi/ noun 
a method of recording the changes in the vol¬ 
ume of organs, mainly used to measure blood 
flow in the limbs 

pleur- /pluor/ prefix same as pleuro- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

pleura /'pluoro/ noun one of two membranes 

lining the chest cavity and covering each lung 

(note: The plural is pleuras or pleurae.) 

pleuracentesis /.pluorosen'tiisis/ noun 

same as pleurocentesis 

pleural /'pluorol/ adjective referring to the 

pleura 

pleural cavity /.pluorol 'kseviti/ noun a 
space between the inner and outer pleura of the 
chest. See illustration at lungs in Supplement 
pleural effusion /.pluorol i'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun 
an excess of fluid formed in the pleural sac 
pleural fluid /.pluorol 'flund/ noun a fluid 
which forms between the layers of the pleura 
in pleurisy 

pleural membrane /.pluorol 'membrein/ 
noun same as pleura 

pleural mesothelioma /.pluorol ,mesou 
Geli'oumo/ noun a tumour of the pleura, 
caused by inhaling asbestos dust 
pleurectomy /pluo'rektomi/ noun the surgi¬ 
cal removal of part of the pleura which has 
been thickened or made stiff by chronic em¬ 
pyema 

pleurisy /'pluorisi/ noun inflammation of the 
pleura, usually caused by pneumonia 
comment: The symptoms of pleurisy are 
coughing, fever, and sharp pains when 
breathing, caused by the two layers of pleura 
rubbing together. 

pleuritis /pluo'raitis/ noun same as pleurisy 
pleuro- /pluorou/ prefix referring to the pleu¬ 
ra 

pleurocele /'pluorousiil/ noun 1 . a condition 
in which part of the lung or pleura is herniated 
2. fluid in the pleural cavity 
pleurocentesis /.pluorousen'tiisis/ noun 
an operation in which a hollow needle is put 
into the pleura to drain liquid. Also called 
pleuracentesis 


pleurodesis /.pluorou'diisis/ noun treat¬ 
ment for a collapsed lung, in which the inner 
and outer pleura are stuck together 
pleurodynia /.pluorou'dinio/ noun pain in 
the muscles between the ribs, due to rheumatic 
inflammation 

pleuron /'pluoron/ noun a membrane that en¬ 
cases the lung 

pleuropneumonia /.pluorounju'mounio/ 
noun acute lobar pneumonia, the classic type 
of pneumonia 

plexor /'plekso/ noun same as plessor 
plexus /'pleksos/ noun a network of nerves, 
blood vessels or lymphatics 
pliable /'plaiob(9)l/ adjective able to be bent 
easily 

plica /'plaiko/ noun a fold 
plicate /'plaikeit/ adjective folded 
plication /plai'keij(9)n/ noun 1. a surgical 
operation to reduce the size of a muscle or a 
hollow organ by making folds in its walls and 
attaching them 2. the action of folding 3. a fold 
ploidy /'ploidi/ noun the number of sets of 
chromosomes within a cell 
plombage /plDm'ba:3/ noun 1 . the act of 
packing bone cavities with antiseptic material 
2. the act of packing of the lung or pleural cav¬ 
ities with inert material 
PLSS abbr portable life-support system 
plumbing /'plAmig/ noun any system of 
tubes or vessels in the body, but especially the 
urinary system ( informal humorous) 
plumbism /'plAmbiz(o)m/ noun same as 
lead poisoning 

Plummer-Vinson syndrome /.pUmo 
'vinson .sindroum/ noun a type of iron-defi¬ 
ciency anaemia, in which the tongue and 
mouth become inflamed and the person cannot 
swallow [Described 1912 by Plummer, 1919 by 
Vinson (also described in 1919 by Patterson and 
Brown Kelly, whose names are frequently asso¬ 
ciated with the syndrome). Henry Stanley Plum¬ 
mer (1874-1937), US physician; Porter Paisley 
Vinson (1890-1959), physician at the Mayo Clin¬ 
ic, Minnesota, USA.] 

plunger /'pL\nd33/ noun the part of a hypo¬ 
dermic syringe which slides up and down in¬ 
side the tube, either sucking liquid into the sy¬ 
ringe or forcing the contents out 
pluri- /pluori/ prefix indicating more than one 
of something 

PM abbr 1 . particulate matter 2. post mortem 
PM A abbr progressive muscular atrophy 
pmol symbol picomole 
PMR abbr polymyalgia rheumatica 
PMS abbr premenstrual syndrome 
PMT abbr premenstrual tension 
-pnea /pniio/ suffix same as -pnoea 
pneo- /ni:ou/ prefix relating to breathing 
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pneum- /njuim/ prefix same as pneumo- 
(used before vowels) 

pneumat- /njuimot/ prefix same as pneuma- 
to- ( used before vowels) 
pneumato- /njuimotou/ prefix relating to air, 
gas or breath 

pneumatocele /njui'meetousiil/ noun 1 . a 
sac or tumour filled with gas 2. herniation of 
the lung 

pneumatonometer /.njuimoto'nDmito/ 
noun an instrument which measures the air 
pressure in the eye, used in testing for glauco¬ 
ma. It blows a puff of air onto the cornea, 
pneumatosis /.njuimo'tousis/ noun the oc¬ 
currence of gas in an unusual place in the body 
pneumaturia /.njuimo't juorio/ noun the act 
of passing air or gas in the urine 
pneumo- /njuimou/ prefix referring to air, to 
the lungs or to breathing 
pneumocephalus /.njuimou'kefolos/ 
noun the presence of air or gas in the brain 
pneumococcal /,nju:mou'kDk(o)l/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to pneumococci 
pneumococcus /.njuimou'kDkos/ noun a 
bacterium which causes respiratory tract infec¬ 
tions including pneumonia (note: The plural is 
pneumococci.) 

pneumoconiosis /.njuimoukouni'ousis/ 
noun a lung disease in which fibrous tissue 
forms in the lungs because the person has in¬ 
haled particles of stone or dust over a long pe¬ 
riod of time 

pneumocystis carinii pneumonia / 

,nju:mousistis ko,ri:nii njui'mounio/ noun 
a form of pneumonia found in people with im¬ 
paired immune systems after radiotherapy or 
with AIDS. Abbr PCP 

pneumocyte /'njuimousait/ noun a cell of 
the walls between the air sacs in the lung 
pneumoencephalography /.njuimouen 
.kefo'logrofi/ noun same as encephalogram 
pneumogastric /.njuimou'gaestrik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the lungs and the stomach 
pneumograph /'njuimograif/ noun an in¬ 
strument which records chest movements dur¬ 
ing breathing 

pneumohaemothorax /,nju:mou,hi:mou 
'Goirasks/ noun blood or air in the pleural cav¬ 
ity. Also called haemopneumothorax 

pneumomycosis /.njuimoumai'kousis/ 
noun an infection of the lungs caused by a fun¬ 
gus 

pneumon- /njuimon/ prefix same as pneu- 
mono- ( used before vowels) 
pneumonectomy /.njuimo'nektomi/ noun 
the surgical removal of all or part of a lung. 
Also called pulmonectomy 
pneumonia /njui'mounio/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a lung, where the tiny alveoli of the 
lung become filled with fluid O He developed 


pneumonia and had to be hospitalised. O She 
died of pneumonia. 

comment: The symptoms of pneumonia are 
shivering, pains in the chest, high temperature 
and sputum brought up by coughing, 
pneumonic /nju'mDnik/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to the lungs 2. referring to pneumonia 
pneumonic plague /nju,mDmk pleig/ 
noun a form of bubonic plague which mainly 
affects the lungs 

pneumonitis /.njuimou'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the lungs 
pneumono- /njuimonou/ prefix referring to 
the lungs 

pneumoperitoneum /.njuimouperito 

'niiom/ noun air in the peritoneal cavity 
pneumoradiography /,nju:mou,reidi 

'ogrofi/ noun an X-ray examination of part of 
the body after air or a gas has been inserted to 
make the organs show more clearly 
pneumothorax /.njuimou'Goirseks/ noun a 
condition in which air or gas is in the thorax. 
Also called collapsed lung 
-pnoea /pniio/ suffix referring to breathing 
PNS abbr peripheral nervous system 
pock /pDk/ noun a localised lesion on the skin, 
due to smallpox or chickenpox 
pocket /'pDkit/ noun a cavity in the body □ 
pocket of infection place where an infection 
remains 

pockmark /'pDkmaik/ noun a scar left by a 
pustule, as in smallpox 

pockmarked /'pDkmaikt/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a face with scars from smallpox 
pod- /pDd/ prefix referring to the foot 
podagra /pD'dasgro/ same as gout 
pod a lie /pou'dselik/ adjective relating to the 
feet 

podalic version /pou.daelik 'v3:J\o)n/ noun 
the procedure of turning a fetus in the uterus 
by its feet 

podarthritis /.poudai'Graitis/ noun the 
swelling of one or more joints of the foot 
podiatrist /pou'daiotrist/ noun US a person 
who specialises in the care of the foot and its 
diseases 

podiatry /pou'daiotri/ noun US the study of 
minor diseases and disorders of the feet 
-poiesis /poiiisis/ suffix referring to some¬ 
thing which forms 

poikilo- /poikilou/ prefix irregular or varied 
poikilocyte /'poikilousait/ noun an unusual¬ 
ly large red blood cell with an irregular shape 
poikilocytosis /.poikilousai'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which poikilocytes exist in the 
blood 

point /point/ noun 1 . a sharp end O Surgical 
needles have to have very sharp points. 2. the 
dot used to show the division between whole 
numbers and parts of numbers (note: 3.256: 
say ‘three point two five six’; his temperature 
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was 38.7: say ‘thirty-eight point seven’.) 3. a 
mark in a series of numbers O the freezing 
point of water 

pointed /'pointid/ adjective with a sharp 
point 

poison /'poiz(o)n/ noun a substance which 
can kill or harm body tissues if eaten or drunk 
■ verb to harm or kill someone with a poison 
comment: The commonest poisons, of which 
even a small amount can kill, are arsenic, cy¬ 
anide and strychnine. Many common foods 
and drugs can be poisonous if taken in large 
doses. Common household materials such as 
bleach, glue and insecticides can also be poi¬ 
sonous. Some types of poisoning, such as 
Salmonella, can be passed to other people 
through lack of hygienic conditions, 
poisoning /'poiz(o)mg/ noun a condition in 
which a person is made ill or is killed by a poi¬ 
sonous substance 

poison ivy /,poiz(o)n 'aivi/, poison oak / 

,poiz(o)n 'ouk/ noun American plants whose 
leaves can cause a painful rash if touched 
poisonous /'poiz(9)nos/ adjective referring 
to a substance which is full of poison or which 
can kill or harm 

poisonous gas /,poiz(9)nos 'gses/ noun a 
gas which can kill or can make someone ill 
Poisons Act /'poiz(o)nz 2 ekt/ noun in the 
UK, one of several Acts of Parliament which 
regulate the making, prescribing and selling of 
drugs, e.g. the Pharmacy and Poisons Act 
1933, Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, or Poisons 
Act 1972 

polar /'poulo/ adjective with a pole 
polar body /.poulo 'bodi/ noun a small cell 
which is produced from an oocyte but does not 
develop into an ovum 

pole /poul/ noun 1 . the end of an axis 2. the 
end of a rounded organ, e.g. the end of a lobe 
in the cerebral hemisphere 
pole and canvas stretcher /.pool on 
'kasnvos .stret/o/ noun a simple stretcher 
made of a piece of canvas and two poles which 
slide into tubes at the side of the canvas 
poli- /poll/ prefix same as polio- ( used before 
vowels) 

polio /'pouliou/ noun same as poliomyelitis 
( informal) 

polio- /pouliou/ prefix grey matter in the nerv¬ 
ous system 

polioencephalitis /.pouliouen.kefo'laitis/ 
noun a type of viral encephalitis, an inflamma¬ 
tion of the grey matter in the brain caused by 
the same virus as poliomyelitis 
polioencephalomyelitis /.pouliouen 
ikefoloirmaioTaitis/ noun polioencephalitis 
which also affects the spinal cord 
poliomyelitis /.pouliou.maioTaitis/ noun 
an infection of the anterior horn cells of the 
spinal cord caused by a virus which attacks the 


motor neurones and can lead to paralysis. Also 
called polio, infantile paralysis 
comment: Symptoms of poliomyelitis are pa¬ 
ralysis of the limbs, fever and stiffness in the 
neck. The bulbar form may start with difficulty 
in swallowing. Poliomyelitis can be prevented 
by immunisation and two vaccines are used: 
Sabin vaccine is formed of live polio virus and 
is taken orally on a piece of sugar; Salk vac¬ 
cine is given as an injection of dead virus. 

poliovirus /'pouliou.vairos/ noun a virus 
which causes poliomyelitis 
Politzer bag /'politso baeg/ noun a rubber 
bag which is used to blow air into the middle 
ear to unblock a Eustachian tube [Described 
1863. After Adam Politzer (1835-1920), Profes¬ 
sor of Otology in Vienna, Austria.] 
pollen /'pDlon/ noun a powdery substance 
consisting of male gametes from plants, pro¬ 
duced by the flower stamens, which floats in 
the air in spring and summer, and which causes 
hay fever 

pollen count /'pDlon kaunt/ noun a figure 
which shows the amount of pollen in a sample 
of air 

pollex /'poleks/ noun the thumb ( technical) 
(note: The plural is pollices.) 
pollutant /poTu:t(9)nt/ noun a substance 
which causes pollution 

pollute /po'luit/ verb to make e.g. the air, a 
river or the sea dirty, especially with industrial 
waste (note: polluting - polluted) 
pollution /poTu:J(o)n/ noun the act of mak¬ 
ing dirty, or substances which make e.g. air or 
water impure 

poly- /pDli/ prefix 1 . many or much 2. touching 
many organs 

polyarteritis /,pDlia:t9'raitis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a lot of arteries swell up at the 
same time 

polyarteritis nodosa /,pDlia:t9,raitis no 
'douso/ noun a collagen disease in which the 
walls of the arteries in various parts of the 
body become inflamed, leading to asthma, 
high blood pressure and kidney failure. Also 
called periarteritis nodosa 
polyarthritis /,pDlia:'0raitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of several joints, as in rheumatoid ar¬ 
thritis 

polycystic /.poli'sistik/ adjective referring 
to an organ which has developed more than 
one cyst, or to a disease caused by the develop¬ 
ment of cysts 

polycystic kidney disease /.polisistik 
'kidni di,zi:z/ noun a condition in which there 
are multiple cysts on each kidney which grow 
and multiply over time. Abbr PKD 
comment: The diseased kidney finally shuts 
down in over 60% of cases, and dialysis and 
transplantation are the only forms of treat¬ 
ment. 
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polycystic ovary disease /.polisistik | 

'ouvori di,zi:z/ noun same as polycystic ova- 5 
ry syndrome. Abbr PCOD > 

polycystic ovary syndrome /.pDlisistik j 

'ouvori ,sindr3um/, polycystic ovarian syn- | 

drome /.pDlisistik ou'veorion .sindraum/ s 

noun a hormonal disorder in which a woman’s t 
ovaries are enlarged and contain many small i 
painless cysts, hair growth is excessive, acne | 
develops and infertility may occur. Also called c 
Stein Leventhal syndrome. Abbr PCOS r 

polycystitis /.pDlisi'staitis/ noun a congen- | 
ital disease in which several cysts form in the j 
kidney at the same time I 

polycythaemia /,pDlisai'0i:mi3/ noun a t 

condition in which the number of red blood j 
cells increases (note: The US spelling is poly- j 
cythemia.) I 

polycythaemia vera /,pDlisai0i:mio t 

'vioro/ noun a blood disease in which the | 
number of red blood cells increases, together ( 
with an increase in the number of white blood { 
cells, making the blood thicker and slowing its j 
flow. Also called erythraemia, Vaquez-Osler j 

disease j 

polydactyl /.poli'daektil/ adjective having | 

more than the usual number of fingers or toes ^ 

polydactylism /.pDli'dasktilizCojm/ noun [ 

same as hyperdactylism j 

polydipsia /.pDli'dipsio/ noun a condition, | 

often caused by diabetes insipidus, in which a ( 
person is unusually thirsty I 

polygraph /'poligraif/ noun an instrument * 

which records the pulse in several parts of the t 
body at the same time I 

polymenorrhoea /.pDlimeno'riio/ noun un- t 

usually frequent menstruations (note: The US ( 

spelling is polymenorrhea.) i 

polymerase chain reaction /.polimoreiz > 

,tjein ri'aekj(3)n/ noun the technique used to | 
amplify genetic material in order to analyse it 1 
for genetic disorders, e.g. material from a sin- i 
gle cell in an embryo. Abbr PCR 1 

polymorph /'polimoif/ noun same as neu- | 

trophil i 

polymyalgia rheumatica ^pDlimai.asldso t 

rui'maetiko/ noun a disease of elderly people | 
characterised by pain and stiffness in the r 

shoulder and hip muscles making them weak 1 

and sensitive 1 

polymyositis /.pDlimaiou'saitis/ noun a t 

condition in which a lot of muscles swell up at | 
the same time, especially the ones in the trunk 1 

of the body, causing weakness. It is treated i 

with steroid drugs or immunosuppressants, ^ 

and also exercise. | 

polyneuritis /.pDlinju'raitis/ noun inflam- > 

mation of many nerves t 

polyneuropathy /.polinju'rDpoGi/ noun any I 

disease which affects several nerves (note: i 

The plural is polyneuropathies.) I 


polyopia /.poli'oupio/, polyopsia /.pDli'Dpi 
sis/, polyopy /'pDlioupi/ noun a condition in 
which a person sees several images of one ob¬ 
ject at the same time. Compare diplopia 
polyp /'pDlip/ noun a tumour growing on a 
stalk in mucous membrane, which can be cau¬ 
terised. Polyps are often found in the nose, 
mouth or throat. Also called polypus 
polypectomy /.poli'pektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove a polyp (note: The plu¬ 
ral is polypectomies.) 

polypeptide /.poli'peptaid/ noun a type of 
protein formed of linked amino acids 
polyphagia /.pDli'feidso/ noun 1 . a condi¬ 
tion in which a person eats too much 2. a com¬ 
pulsive desire for every kind of food 
polypharmacy /.pDli'faimosi/ noun the 
practice of prescribing several drugs to be tak¬ 
en at the same time 

polyploid /'poliploid/ adjective referring to a 
cell where there are more than two copies of 
each chromosome, which is not viable in hu¬ 
mans 

polypoid /'polipoid/ adjective looking like a 
polyp 

polyposis /.poli'pousis/ noun a condition in 
which many polyps form in the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the colon. C> familial adenomatous 
polyposis 

polypus /'polipos/ noun same as polyp 
(note: The plural is polypi.) 
polyradiculitis /.polirae.dikjuTaitis/ noun 
a disease of the nervous system which affects 
the roots of the nerves 

polysaccharide /.pDli'saekoraid/ noun a 
type of carbohydrate made up of a lot of mon¬ 
osaccharides joined together in chains. They 
include starch and cellulose, are insoluble in 
water and do not form crystals, 
polyserositis /.polisiorou'saitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the membranes lining the abdo¬ 
men, chest and joints and exudation of serous 
fluid 

polysomnograph /.pDli'sDmnograif/ noun 
a record of bodily activity during sleep to iden¬ 
tify possible causes of sleep disorders 
polyspermia /.pDli'spsimio/, polysper¬ 
mism /.pDli'spsimizCojm/, polyspermy /.poli 
'sp3:mi/ noun 1 . excessive seminal secretion 
2. fertilisation of one ovum by several sperma¬ 
tozoa 

polyunsaturated fat /.poliAnsastJoreitid 
'fast/ noun a fatty acid capable of absorbing 
more hydrogen than most others, typical of 
vegetable and fish oils 

polyuria /.poli'juorio/ noun a condition in 
which a person passes a large quantity of 
urine, usually as a result of diabetes insipidus 
polyvalent /.poli'veilont/ adjective having 
more than one valency 
POM abbr prescription-only medicine 
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pompholyx /'pomfoliks/ noun 1 . a type of 
eczema with many irritating little blisters on 
the hands and feet 2. a skin condition with bul¬ 
bous swellings 

pons /ponz/ noun a bridge of tissue joining 
parts of an organ. See illustration at brain in 
Supplement (note: The plural is pontes.) 
pons Varolii /,pDnz vo'rouliai/ noun part of 
the hindbrain, formed of fibres which continue 
the medulla oblongata. See illustration at 
brain in Supplement (note: The plural is pon¬ 
tes Varolii.) [After Constanzo Varolius (1543- 
75), Italian physician and anatomist, doctor to 
Pope Gregory XIII] 
pontes /'pontiz/ plural of pons 
pontine /'pontain/ adjective referring to a 
pons 

pontine cistern /.pontain 'siston/ noun a 
subarachnoid space in front of the pons, con¬ 
taining the basilar artery 
poor /po:/ adjective not very good O He's in 
poor health. O She’s always had poor circula¬ 
tion. 

poorly /'poili/ adjective not very well 
(informal ) O Her mother has been quite poorly 
recently. O He felt poorly and stayed in bed. 
POP abbr progesterone only pill 
popeyes /'popaiz/ plural noun US protruding 
eyes 

popliteal /.popli'tiiol/ adjective referring to 
the back of the knee 

popliteal artery /,pDpliti:ol 'aitori/ noun an 
artery which branches from the femoral artery 
behind the knee and leads into the tibial arter¬ 
ies 

popliteal fossa /.pDplitiiol 'foso/ noun a 
space behind the knee between the hamstring 
and the calf muscle. Also called popliteal 
space 

popliteal muscle /.pDpli'tiisl ,mAs(o)l/ 
noun same as popliteus 
popliteal space /,pDpliti:ol 'speis/ noun 
same as popliteal fossa 
popliteus /pD'plitios/ noun a muscle at the 
back of the knee. Also called popliteal muscle 
population /,pDpjuTeiJ(o)n/ noun 1. the 
number of people living in a country or town O 
Population statistics show that the birth rate is 
slowing down. O The government has decided 
to screen the whole population of the area. 2. 
the number of patients in hospital O The hos¬ 
pital population in the area has fallen below 
10 , 000 . 

pore /po:/ noun 1 . a tiny hole in the skin 
through which the sweat passes 2. a small 
communicating passage between cavities 
porencephaly /.poiren'kefoli/, poren¬ 
cephalia /.poirenko'feilio/, porencephalus / 
jpoiren'kefolos/ noun a condition in which 
there are cysts in the cerebral cortex, as a result 
of unusual development 


porous /'poiros/ adjective 1 . containing pores 
O Porous bone surrounds the Eustachian 
tubes. 2. referring to tissue which allows fluid 
to pass through it 

porphyria /poi'firio/ noun a hereditary dis¬ 
ease affecting the metabolism of porphyrin 
pigments 

comment: Porphyria causes abdominal pains 
and attacks of mental confusion. The skin be¬ 
comes sensitive to light and the urine be¬ 
comes coloured and turns dark brown when 
exposed to the light. 

porphyrin /'poiforin/ noun a member of a 
family of metal-containing biological pig¬ 
ments, the commonest of which is protopor¬ 
phyrin IX 

porphyrinuria /.poifiri'njuorio/ noun the 
presence of excess porphyrins in the urine, a 
sign of porphyria or of metal poisoning 
porta /'poito/ noun an opening which allows 
blood vessels to pass into an organ (note: The 
plural is portae.) 

portable /'po:tob(3)l/ adjective referring to 
something which can be carried O He keeps a 
portable first aid kit in his car. O The ambu¬ 
lance team carried a portable blood testing 
unit. 

Portacath /'poitokseO/ noun a type of cathe¬ 
ter put in place under a person’s skin to make 
it easier to have chemotherapy, transfusions 
and blood tests. It is accessed by the use of a 
special needle and flushed regularly with ster¬ 
ile saline. 

portacaval /.poito'keivO)!/ adjective anoth¬ 
er spelling of portocaval 
portae /'poiti/ plural of porta 
porta hepatis /,po:to 'hepotis/ noun an 
opening in the liver through which the hepatic 
artery, hepatic duct and portal vein pass (note: 
The plural is portae hepatitis.) 
portal /'po:t(o)l/ adjective referring to a porta, 
especially the portal system or the portal vein 
portal hypertension /,po:t(9)l ,haipo 
'tenJon/ noun high pressure in the portal vein, 
caused by cirrhosis of the liver or a clot in the 
vein and causing internal bleeding 
portal pyaemia /,po:t(o)l pai'iimio/ noun 
an infection of the portal vein in the liver, giv¬ 
ing abscesses 

portal system /'po:t(o)l .sistom/ noun a 
group of veins which have capillaries at both 
ends and do not go to the heart 
portal vein /'po:t(o)l vein/ noun a vein 
which takes blood from the stomach, pancreas, 
gall bladder, intestines and spleen to the liver 
(note: For other terms referring to the portal 
vein, see words beginning with pyl-, pyle-.) 
porter /'poito/ noun a hospital worker who 
does general work such as wheeling a patient’s 
trolley into the operating theatre or moving 
heavy equipment 
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portocaval /.poitau'keivCs)!/ adjective link¬ 
ing the portal vein to the inferior vena cava 
portocaval anastomosis /po:t9u,keiv(o)l 
ongesto'mousis/ noun a surgical operation to 
join the portal vein to the inferior vena cava 
and divert blood past the liver 
portocaval shunt /.poitou.keivCo)! 'JAnt/ 
noun an artificial passage made between the 
portal vein and the inferior vena cava to relieve 
portal hypertension 

porto-systemic encephalopathy / 

.poitou sis,ti:mik .enkefo'lopoBi/ noun a 
mental disorder and coma caused by liver dis¬ 
order due to portal hypertension 
port wine stain /po:t 'wain stein/ noun a 
purple birthmark 

position /po'ziJ(9)n/ noun 1 . the place where 
something is O The exact position of the tu¬ 
mour is located by an X-ray. 2. the way a per¬ 
son’s body is arranged O in a sitting position O 
The accident victim had been placed in the re¬ 
covery position. ■ verb to place something in a 
particular position O The fetus is correctly po¬ 
sitioned in the uterus. 

positive /'pDZitiv/ adjective 1. indicating the 
answer ‘yes’ 2. indicating the presence of 
something being tested for O Her cervical 
smear was positive. Opposite negative 
positive end-expiratory pressure / 
,pDzitiv ,end ik,spirot(3)ri 'prejo/ noun 
the procedure of forcing a person to breathe 
through a mask in cases where fluid has col¬ 
lected in the lungs. Abbr PEEP 
positive feedback /.pDZitiv 'fiidbsek/ 
noun a situation in which the result of a proc¬ 
ess stimulates the process which caused it 
positively /'pnzitivli/ adverb in a positive 
way O She reacted positively to the test. 
positive pressure respirator /, pDZitiv 
■prejo .respireito/ noun a machine which 
forces air into the lungs through a tube inserted 
in the mouth 

positive pressure ventilation /, pDZitiv 
'prejo vent i, lei J\9)n/ noun the act of forcing 
air into the lungs to encourage the lungs to ex¬ 
pand. Abbr PPV 

positron-emission tomography / 

.pDzitron i'mij(9)n to.mogrofi/ noun a 
method of scanning the tissues of the brain, 
chest and abdomen for unusual metabolic ac¬ 
tivity after injecting a radioactive substance 
into the body. Abbr PET 
posology /po'sDlodsi/ noun the study of dos¬ 
es of medicine 

posseting /'pDsitig/ noun (in babies) the act 
of bringing up small quantities of curdled milk 
into the mouth after feeding 
Possum /'pDsam/ noun a device using elec¬ 
tronic switches which helps a person who is 
severely paralysed to work a machine such as 
a telephone (note: The name is derived from the 


first letters of patient-operated selector mech¬ 
anism.) 

post- /poust/ prefix after or later 
postcentral gyrus /p9ust,sentr(o)l Nairas/ 
noun a sensory area of the cerebral cortex 
which receives impulses from receptor cells 
and registers sensations such as pain, heat and 
touch 

post-cibal /poust 'saib(o)l/ adjective after 
having eaten food 

post cibum adverb full form of p.c. 
post-coital /poust 'koit(9)l/ adjective taking 
place after sexual intercourse 
postconcussional syndrome /,poustkon 
'kAj(9)n(o)l .sindroum/ noun a set of symp¬ 
toms which sometimes follow a head injury in 
which a person lost consciousness, including 
headache, loss of concentration, memory loss, 
depression and irritability 
post-epileptic /.poust epi'leptik/ adjective 
taking place after an epileptic fit 
posterior /pD'stiorio/ adjective at the back. 
Opposite anterior □ posterior to behind O 
The cerebellum is posterior to the medulla ob¬ 
longata. ■ noun same as buttock ( informal) 
posterior approach /po'stiorior o.proutJV 
noun an operation carried out from the back 
posterior aspect /pD'stiorior .sespekt/ 
noun a view of the back of the body, or of the 
back of part of the body. See illustration at an¬ 
atomical terms in Supplement 
posterior chamber /pD.stiorio 'tjeimbo/ 
noun a part of the aqueous chamber which is 
behind the iris. Compare anterior chamber 
posterior fontanelle /pD.stiorio fDnto'nel/ 
noun a cartilage at the back of the head where 
the parietal bones join the occipital. C> bregma 
posterior lobe noun same as caudate lobe 
posteriorly /pD'stiorioli/ adverb in or from a 
position behind O An artery leads to a posteri¬ 
orly placed organ. O Rectal biopsy specimens 
are best taken posteriorly. 
posterior nares /pD.stiorio 'neoriiz/ plural 
noun same as internal nares 
posterior synechia /po.stiorio si'nekio/ 
noun a condition of the eye in which the iris 
sticks to the anterior surface of the lens 
postero- /pDStorou/ prefix back or behind 
posteroanterior /.pDstorouam'tiorio/ ad¬ 
jective lying from the back to the front 
post-exposure prophylaxis /.poust ik 
,sp9U33 ,prDf9'lceksis/ noun a treatment giv¬ 
en to a person who has been exposed to a 
harmful agent, in an effort to prevent or reduce 
injury or infection 

postganglionic /.poustgserjli'Dnik/ adjec¬ 
tive placed after a ganglion 
postganglionic fibre /.poustgaegli^mk 
■faibo/ noun an axon of a nerve cell which 
starts in a ganglion and extends beyond the 
ganglion 
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comment: Postganglionic fibres go to the 
nose, palate, pharynx and lacrimal glands, 
postganglionic neurone /.psustgseggli 
,Dmk 'njuoroun/ noun a neurone which starts 
in a ganglion and ends in a gland or unstriated 
muscle 

postgastrectomy syndrome /,poust gee 
'strektomi .sindroum/ noun a group of symp¬ 
toms which can occur after eating in people 
who have had stomach operations. It is caused 
by a lot of food passing into the small intestine 
too fast and can cause dizziness, nausea, 
sweating and weakness. Also called dumping 
syndrome 

postgraduate education allowance / 

'poust'grasdjuot edju'keiJ(o)n o'lauons/ 
noun a payment made to GPs to reward contin¬ 
ued education. Abbr PGEA 
posthepatic /.psusthi'pastik/ adjective po¬ 
sitioned behind or coming into effect after the 
liver 

posthepatic bilirubin /.pousth^paetik ,bili 
'ruibin/ noun bilirubin which enters the plas¬ 
ma after being treated by the liver 
posthepatic jaundice /.pousthi.psetik 
'd 30 indis/ noun same as obstructive jaundice 
post herpetic neuralgia /.poust ho.petik 
nju'r£eld39/ noun pains felt after an attack of 
shingles 

posthitis /pDs'Gaitis/ noun inflammation of 
the foreskin 

posthumous /'pDStjumos/ adjective occur¬ 
ring after death O posthumous birth 1 . the 
birth of a baby after the death of the father 2. 
the birth of a baby by caesarean section after 
the mother has died 

post-irradiation /.poust i.reidi'eij^n/ ad¬ 
jective referring to pain or disorder caused by 
X-rays 

post-irradiation enteritis /.poust i.reidi 
eiJ(o)n .ento'raitis/ noun enteritis caused by 
X-rays 

postmature ^poustmo'tjuo/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a baby born after the usual gestation pe¬ 
riod of 42 weeks 

postmaturity /.poustmo'tjuoriti/ noun a 
pregnancy which lasts longer than the usual 
gestation period of 42 weeks 
postmenopausal /.poustmenou'poizCo)!/ 
adjective happening or existing after the men¬ 
opause O She experienced some postmenopau¬ 
sal bleeding. 

post mortem /poust 'moitom/, post mor¬ 
tem examination /poust 'moitom igzasmi 
,neiJ(o)n/ noun an examination of a dead body 
by a pathologist to find out the cause of death 
O The post mortem showed that he had been 
poisoned. Abbr PM. Also called autopsy 
postnasal /poust'neiz(3)l/ adjective situated 
or happening behind the nose 


postnasal drip /p9ust,neiz(o)l 'drip/ noun 
a condition in which mucus from the nose runs 
down into the throat and is swallowed 
postnatal /.poust'neit^)!/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the period after the birth of a child 
postnatal care /p9ust,neit(o)l 'keo/ noun 
the care given to a woman after the birth of her 
child 

postnatal depression /poust,neit(3)l di 
'prej(9)n/ noun depression which sometimes 
affects a woman after childbirth 
postnecrotic cirrhosis /.poustnekrotik si 
'rousis/ noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by 
viral hepatitis 

post-op /poust 'Dp/ ( informal) adjective same 

as postoperative ■ adverb same as postoper- 
atively 

postoperative ^poust'Dp^rotiv/ adjective 
referring to the period after a surgical opera¬ 
tion O The patient has suffered postoperative 
nausea and vomiting. O Occlusion may ap¬ 
pear as postoperative angina pectoris. 

‘.. .the nurse will help ensure that the parent is phys¬ 
ically fit to cope with the postoperative child’ 
[British Journal of Nursing] 

postoperativeiy /paust'Dp(a)rativli/ ad¬ 
verb after a surgical operation 
postoperative pain /paust,Dp(a)rativ 
'pein/ noun pain felt after a surgical operation 
postorbital /,p3ust'o:bit(a)l/ adjective situ¬ 
ated behind the eye or the eye socket 
postpartum /paust'paitam/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the period after the birth of a child 
postpartum fever /paust,pa:tam 'fi:va/ 
noun same as puerperal infection 
postpartum haemorrhage /paust ,pa:tam 
' hem(3)rid3/ noun heavy bleeding after child¬ 
birth. Abbr PPH 

post-primary tuberculosis /paust 
,praimari tju:,b3:kju'lausis/ noun the reap¬ 
pearance of tuberculosis in a person who has 
been infected with it before 
post-registration education and prac¬ 
tice /,paust red 3 i,streij(a)n edju,keij(a)n 
and 'prtektis/ noun in the UK, the require¬ 
ment for all registered nurses and midwives to 
undertake educational activities and keep up 
with contemporary practice, and also for their 
employers to address the learning needs of 
staff. It was started by the UKCC in 1993. 
Abbr PREP 

postsynaptic /.paustsi'naeptik/ adjective 
situated behind a synapse 
postsynaptic axon /.paustsinteptik 
'asksDn/ noun an axon of the nerves on either 
side of a synapse 

post-traumatic /,paust trai'maetik/ adjec¬ 
tive appearing after a trauma, e.g. after an acci¬ 
dent, rape or fire 

post-traumatic amnesia /,paust tra: 

,maetik aem'nitzia/ noun amnesia which fol¬ 
lows a trauma 
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post-traumatic stress disorder /.poust 
troi.mastik 'stres dis,o:do/ noun a psycho- f 
logical condition affecting people who have j 
suffered severe emotional trauma, e.g. occa- ( 
sioned by war or natural disaster. Its symptoms ( 
include chest pain, dizziness, sleep disturbanc- j 
es, flashbacks, anxiety, tiredness, and depres- . 
sion. Abbr PTSD [ 

postural /'pDStJorol/ adjective referring to c 

posture O a study of postural disorders ^ 

postural drainage /.pDstJorol 'dreinid 3 / ' 

noun a procedure for removing matter from in¬ 
fected lungs by making the person lie down J 

with the head lower than the feet, so that he or ] 

she can cough more easily 
postural hypotension /.pDstJorol haipou 
'tenJon/ noun low blood pressure when stand¬ 
ing up suddenly, causing dizziness j 

posture /'pDStJo/ noun the position in which f 
a body is arranged, or the way a person usually | 
holds his or her body when standing O Bad j 
posture can cause pain in the back. O She has 
to do exercises to correct her bad posture. ^ 

postviral /poust'vairol/ adjective occurring I 

after a viral infection ( 

postviral fatigue syndrome /poust.vairol 
fo'tiig .sindroum/ noun same as myalgic en- I 
cephalomyelitis 1 

potassium /po'tsesiom/ noun a metallic ele- I 
ment (note: The chemical symbol is K.) 1 

potassium permanganate /po.tassiom po ‘ 

'meeggonot/ noun a purple-coloured poison¬ 
ous salt, used as a disinfectant ^ 

potentiate /po'tenjieit/ verb to improve the , 

effectiveness of a drug or treatment, especially j 
by adding another drug or agent (note: poten- 
dating - potentiated) t 

Pott’s disease /'pDts di,zi:z/, Pott’s caries i 

/'pDts (keoriz/ noun tuberculosis of the spine, . 
causing paralysis [Described 1779. After Sir j 

Percivall Pott (1714-88), London surgeon.] A 

Pott’s fracture /'pDts .frsektjo/ noun a frac- \ 
ture of the lower end of the fibula together with t 

displacement of the ankle and foot outwards 
[Described 1765. After Sir Percivall Pott (1714— 

88), London surgeon.] 

pouch /pautj/ noun a small sac or pocket at- | 
tached to an organ t 

poultice / 'poultis/ noun a compress made of I 
hot water and flour paste or other substances ^ 
which is pressed onto an infected part to draw I 
out pus, to relieve pain or to encourage the cir- | 
culation. Also called fomentation f 

pound /paund/ noun a measure of weight s 
equal to about 450 grams O The baby weighed I 
only four pounds at birth. Abbr lb (note: With £ 
figures, usually written lb: The baby weighs * 

61b.) | 

Poupart’s ligament /'puipaits .ligomont/ c 

noun same as inguinal ligament [Described | 


1705. After Frangois Poupart (1616-1708), 
French surgeon and anatomist.] 
powder /'paudo/ noun a medicine in the form 
of a fine dry dust made from particles of drugs 
O He took a powder to help his indigestion or 
He took an indigestion powder. 
powdered /'paudod/ adjective crushed so 
that it forms a fine dry dust O The medicine is 
available in tablets or in powdered form. 
pox /pDks/ noun 1 . a disease with eruption of 
vesicles or pustules 2. same as syphilis (old) 
poxvirus /'pDks.vairos/ noun any of a group 
of viruses which cause cowpox, smallpox and 
related diseases 

‘Molluscum contagiosum is a harmless skin infec¬ 
tion caused by a poxvirus that affects mainly chil¬ 
dren and young adults’ [British Medical Journal] 

p.p. abbreviation after a meal. Full form post 
prandium. Compare a.p. 

PPD abbr purified protein derivative 
PPH abbr postpartum haemorrhage 
PPV abbr positive pressure ventilation 
PQRST complex noun the set of deflections 
on an electrocardiogram, labelled P to T, 
which show ventricular contraction 
p.r. adverb (of an examination) by the rectum. 
Full form per rectum 

practice /'prasktis/ noun 1. the business, or 
the premises occupied by, a doctor, dentist, or 
a group of doctors or dentists working together 
O After qualifying she joined her father’s 
practice. □ in practice doing the work of a 
doctor or dentist O He has been in practice for 
six years. 2. the fact of doing something, as op¬ 
posed to thinking or talking about it O theory 
and practice 3. a usual way of doing some¬ 
thing O Such practices are now regarded as 
unsafe. 

practice nurse /'praektis n3is/ noun a nurse 
employed by a GP or primary care trust to 
work in a GP’s practice providing treatment, 
health promotion, screening and other services 
to patients of the practice 
‘.. .practice nurses play a major role in the care of pa¬ 
tients with chronic disease and they undertake many 
preventive procedures’ [Nursing Times ] 

practise /'praektis/ verb 1 . to work as a doc¬ 
tor O He practises in North London. O She 
practises homeopathy. 2. to work in a particu¬ 
lar branch of medicine (note: practising - 
practised. The US spelling is practice.) 
practitioner /praek'tij(9)n3/ noun a quali¬ 
fied person who works in the medical profes¬ 
sion O nurse practitioner US 1. a nurse em¬ 
ployed by a clinic or doctor’s practice who can 
give advice to patients 2. a trained nurse who 
has not been licensed 

praecox /'priikDks/ noun t ejaculatio prae- 
cox 

praevia /'priivio/ noun t placenta praevia 
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pravastatin /.prseva'stsetin/ noun a drug 
used to reduce unusually high levels of blood 
cholesterol 

prazosin /'praezosin/ noun a drug which re¬ 
laxes or widens the blood vessels, used to treat 
hypertension 

pre- /pri:/ prefix before or in front of 
preadmission information /.priiod 
'miJ(o)n info,meiJ(3)n/ noun information 
given to a person before he or she is admitted 
to hospital 

pre-anaesthetic round /.priiaenos'Oetik 
raund/ noun an examination of patients by the 
surgeon before they are anaesthetised 
precancer /prii'kaenso/ noun a growth or 
cell which is not malignant but which may be¬ 
come cancerous 

precancerous /prii'kaensoros/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a growth which is not malignant 
now, but which can become cancerous later 
precaution /pri'ko:J(a)n/ noun an action 
taken before something happens O She took 
the tablets as a precaution against seasick¬ 
ness. 

precede /pri'siid/ verb to happen before or 
earlier than something O The attack was pre¬ 
ceded by a sudden rise in body temperature. 
(note: preceding - preceded) 
precentral gyrus /pri:,sentr(»l Nairas/ 
noun a motor area of the cerebral cortex 
preceptor /pri 1 septs/ noun a specialist who 
gives practical training to a student 
preceptorship /pri'septsjip/ noun a period 
of time during which a recently trained nurse, 
midwife or health visitor can gain practical ex¬ 
perience working with a specialist who advis¬ 
es and guides them 

precipitate /pri'sipitot/ noun a substance 
which is precipitated during a chemical reac¬ 
tion ■ verb 1 . to make a substance separate 
from a chemical compound and fall to the bot¬ 
tom of a liquid during a chemical reaction O 
Casein is precipitated when milk comes into 
contact with an acid. 2. to make something 
start suddenly (note: [all verb senses] precipi¬ 
tating - precipitated) 

..it has been established that myocardial infarction 
and sudden coronary death are precipitated in the 
majority of patients by thrombus formation in the 
coronary arteries’ [British Journal of Hospital 
Medicine ] 

precipitate labour /pri.sipitot Teibo/ noun 
unusually fast labour, lasting two hours or less. 
It can be dangerous both to the mother and to 
the child. 

precipitation /pri.sipi'teiJXajn/ noun the 
action of forming a precipitate 
precipitin /pri'sipitin/ noun an antibody 
which reacts to an antigen and forms a precip¬ 
itate, used in many diagnostic tests 


precise /pri'sais/ adjective very exact or cor¬ 
rect O The instrument can give precise meas¬ 
urements of changes in heartbeat. 
preclinical /pri:'klinik(9)l/ adjective 1 . tak¬ 
ing place before diagnosis O the preclinical 
stage of an infection 2. referring to the first part 
of a medical course, before the students are al¬ 
lowed to examine real patients 
precocious /pri'koujos/ adjective more 
physically or mentally developed than is usual 
for a specific age 

precocious puberty /pri.koujos 
'pjuiboti/ noun the development of signs of 
puberty in girls before the age of seven, and in 
boys before the age of nine. If untreated, af¬ 
fected boys typically grow no taller than 1.6 
metres and girls rarely reach 1.5 metres, 
precocity /pri'kDSiti/ noun the state or fact 
of being precocious 

precordia /prii'koidio/ plural noun plural of 

precordium 

precordial /pri:'ko:dial/ adjective referring 
to the precordium 

precordium /pri:'koidiom/ noun the part of 
the thorax over the heart (note: The plural is 

precordia.) 

precursor /pri'k3:so/ noun a substance or 
cell from which another substance or cell is 
developed, e.g. dopa, the precursor for 
dopamine, which is converted to dopamine by 
the enzyme dopa decarboxylase 
predict /pri'dikt/ verb to say what will hap¬ 
pen in the future O Doctors are predicting a 
rise in cases of whooping cough. 
prediction /pri'dikjon/ noun an act of say¬ 
ing what you expect will happen in the future, 
or what is said O the Health Ministry's predic¬ 
tion of a rise in cases of hepatitis B 
predictive /pri'diktiv/ adjective referring to 
prediction O The predictive value of the test is 
high. 

predigest /,pri:dai'd 3 est/ verb to treat food 
with chemicals or enzymes so that it is more 
easily digested by people with digestion prob¬ 
lems 

predigested food /,pri:daid 3 estid 'fu:d/ 
noun food which has undergone predigestion 
predigestion /.priidai'dsestJXojn/ noun the 
artificial starting of the digestive process be¬ 
fore food is eaten 

predisposed to /.priidi'spouzd tu/ adjec¬ 
tive having a tendency or susceptibility to a 
condition O All the members of the family are 
predisposed to vascular diseases. 

predisposing factor /.priidispouzig 
'faekto/ noun a factor which will increase the 
risk of disease 

predisposition ^priidispo'ziJXojn/ noun a 
tendency or susceptibility O She has a predis¬ 
position to obesity. 
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prednisolone /pred'nisoloon/ noun a syn- 
thetically produced steroid hormone, similar 
to cortisone, used especially to control inflam¬ 
matory diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis 
prednisone /pred'nisaun/ noun a syntheti¬ 
cally produced steroid hormone produced 
from cortisone, used to treat allergies and 
rheumatoid arthritis 

predominant /predominant/ adjective more 
powerful than others 

pre-eclampsia /.pri: I'klasmpsia/ noun a 
condition in pregnant women towards the end 
of the pregnancy which may lead to eclampsia. 
Symptoms are high blood pressure, oedema 
and protein in the urine. Also called pregnan¬ 
cy-induced hypertension 
preemie /'pri: mi/ noun US a premature baby 
( informal ) 

prefrontal /pri:'frAnt(a)l/ adjective situated 
in or affecting the front part of the frontal lobe 
prefrontal leucotomy /pri:,frAnt(a)l lui: 
'kDtami/ noun a surgical operation to divide 
some of the white matter in the prefrontal lobe, 
formerly used as a treatment for schizophrenia 
prefrontal lobe /pri:'frAnt(a)l laub/ noun 
an area of the brain in the front part of each 
hemisphere, in front of the frontal lobe, which 
is concerned with memory and learning 
preganglionic /.priigaeggli'Dnik/ adjective 
near to and in front of a ganglion 
preganglionic fibre /.priigsegglimiik 
'faiba/ noun a nerve fibre which ends in a gan¬ 
glion where it is linked in a synapse to a post¬ 
ganglionic fibre 

preganglionic neurone /.priigaerjgli.Dnik 
'njuaraun/ noun a neurone which ends in a 
ganglion 

pregnancy /'pregnansi/ noun 1 . same as 
gestation period 2. the condition of being 
pregnant. Also called cyesis 
pregnancy-associated hypertension / 
.pregnansi a.sausieitid .haipa'tenjan/ noun 
high blood pressure which is associated with 
pregnancy 

pregnancy-induced hypertension / 

.pregnansi in'djuisd .haipa'tenjan/ noun 
Abbr PIH. same as pre-eclampsia 

pregnancy test /'pregnansi test/ noun a 
test to see if a woman is pregnant or not 
pregnant /'pregnant/ adjective with an un¬ 
born child in the uterus O She is six months 
pregnant. 

prehepatic /priihi'paetik/ adjective in front 
of or before the liver 

prehepatic bilirubin /priihi.paetik bili 
'ruibin/ noun bilirubin in plasma before it 
passes through the liver 
prehepatic jaundice /,pri:hi,paetik 
'd 3 o:ndis/ noun same as haemolytic jaundice 
prem /prem/ ( informal) adjective same as pre¬ 
mature ■ noun a premature baby 


premature /'prematJo/ adjective before the 
expected or desirable time O The baby was five 
weeks premature. 

comment: Babies can survive even if born 
several weeks premature. Even babies 
weighing less than one kilo at birth can sur¬ 
vive in an incubator, and develop healthily, 
premature baby /.prematja 'beibi/ noun a 
baby bom earlier than 37 weeks from concep¬ 
tion, or weighing less than 2.5 kg, but capable 
of independent life 

premature birth /.prematja 'b3:0/ noun the 
birth of a baby earlier than 37 weeks from con¬ 
ception 

premature ejaculation /.prematja i 
,d 3 askju'leij(a)n/ noun a situation in which a 
man ejaculates too early during sexual inter¬ 
course 

premature labour /.prematja 'leiba/ noun 
the condition of starting to give birth earlier 
than 37 weeks from conception O After the ac¬ 
cident she went into premature labour. 
prematurely /'prematjuali/ adverb before 
the expected or desirable time O The baby was 
born two weeks prematurely. O A large 
number of people die prematurely from ischae¬ 
mic heart disease. 

prematurity /.prema'tjuariti/ noun a situa¬ 
tion in which something occurs before the ex¬ 
pected or desirable time 
premed /'priimed/ noun a stage of being giv¬ 
en premedication ( informal ) O The patient is in 
premed. 

premedical /pri:'medik(a)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the studies that a person must complete 
before entering medical school 
premedication /,pri:medi'keij(a)n/, pre- 
medicant drug /prii.medikant 'drAg/ noun a 
drug given before an operation in order to 
block the parasympathetic nervous system and 
prevent vomiting during the operation, e.g. a 
sedative 

premenopausal /,pri:mena'pa:z(a)l/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the stage in a woman’s life 
just before the start of the menopause 
premenstrual /pri:'menstrual/ adjective 
happening before menstruation 
premenstrual syndrome /pri:.menstrual 
'sindraum/, premenstrual tension /prii.men 
strual 'tenjan/ noun nervous stress experi¬ 
enced by a woman for one or two weeks before 
a menstrual period starts. Abbr PMS, PMT 
premolar /prii'maula/ noun a tooth with two 
points, situated between the canines and the 
first proper molar. See illustration at teeth in 
Supplement 

prenatal /pri:'neit(a)l/ adjective during the 
period between conception and childbirth 
prenatal diagnosis /pri:,neit(a)l .daiag 
'nausis/ noun same as antenatal diagnosis 
pre-op /prii 'op/ adjective same as preopera¬ 
tive ( informal) 
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preoperative /pri:'Dp(»rotiv/ adjective dur¬ 
ing the period before a surgical operation 
preoperatively /prii'DpOjrotivli/ adverb 
before a surgical operation 
preoperative medication /prii.opOjrotiv 
.medi'keijon/ noun a drug given before an 
operation, e.g. a sedative 
preovulatory /pri'ovjolotOjri/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the 6 to 13 days in the menstrual cy¬ 
cle between menstruation and ovulation 
prep /prep/ ( informal) noun same as prepara¬ 
tion O The prep is finished, so the patient can 
be taken to the operating theatre. ■ verb same 
as prepare O Has the patient been prepped? 
(note: prepping - prepped) 

PREP abbr post-registration education and 
practice 

preparation /.prepo'reiJXojn/ noun 1 . the act 
of getting a person ready for a surgical opera¬ 
tion. Also called prep 2. a medicine or liquid 
containing a drug O He was given a prepara¬ 
tion containing an antihistamine. 
prepare /pri'peo/ verb 1 . to get something or 
someone ready O Six rooms in the hospital 
were prepared for the accident victims. O The 
nurses were preparing him for the operation. 
2. to make something O He prepared a sooth¬ 
ing linctus. 

prepatellar bursitis /.priipo.teta b3i 
'saltis/ noun a condition in which the fluid sac 
at the knee becomes inflamed, caused by 
kneeling on hard surfaces. Also called house¬ 
maid’s knee 

prepubertal /pri:'pju:b9t(»l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the period before puberty 
prepuberty /prii'pjuiboti/ noun the period 
before puberty 

prepubescent /.priipjui'besont/ adjective 
referring to a person at the stage of life just be¬ 
fore puberty 

prepuce /'priipjuis/ noun same as foreskin 
presby- /prezbi/ prefix same as presbyo- 
(usedbefore vowels) 

presbyacusis /.prezbi'kuisis/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which an elderly person’s hearing 
fails gradually, through to degeneration of the 
internal ear 

presbyo- /prezbiou/ prefix referring to the 
last stages of the natural life span 
presbyopia /.prezbi'oupio/ noun a condition 
in which an elderly person’s sight fails gradu¬ 
ally, through hardening of the lens 
prescribe /pri'skraib/ verb to give instruc¬ 
tions for a person to get a specific dosage of a 
drug or a specific form of therapeutic treat¬ 
ment O The doctor prescribed a course of an¬ 
tibiotics. (note: prescribing - prescribed) 
prescribed disease /pri.skraibd di'ziiz/ 
noun an illness caused by the type of work a 
person does which is on an annually reviewed 
official list, entitling the person to claim bene¬ 


present 

fit. Examples are deafness, pneumoconiosis 
and RSI. 

prescribed illness /pri.skraibd 'ilnos/ 
noun an illness developing in the workplace 
from exposure to chemicals, e.g. mercury poi¬ 
soning, or to dangerous activities, e.g. decom¬ 
pression sickness 

prescribing analyses and cost /pri 
.skraibig o.nselisiiz and 'kDst / plural noun 
data on the prescribing of drugs in primary 
care. Abbr PACT 

prescription /pri'skripjon/ noun an order 
written by a doctor to a pharmacist asking for 
a drug to be prepared and given or sold to a 
person 

prescription drug /pri'skripjon drAg/ 
noun a drug which can only be obtained by 
having a legally valid prescription 
presence /'prez(9)ns/ noun the act or fact of 
being there O Tests showed the presence of 
sugar in the urine. 

presenile /prii'siinail/ adjective 1. prema¬ 
turely showing the effects of advanced age 2. 
referring to a condition which affects people of 
early or middle age but has characteristics of a 
more advanced age 

presenile dementia /prii.siinail di'menfo/ 
noun mental degeneration affecting adults of 
around 40-60 years of age (dated) 
comment: Patients used to be diagnosed with 
presenile dementia if they showed symptoms 
of dementia and were under the age of 65, 
and senile dementia if over 65. However, the 
terms are no longer often used and instead 
the type of dementia is used for diagnostic 
purposes, e.g. Alzheimer’s disease, multi-inf¬ 
arct or vascular 

presenility /.priiso'niliti/ noun the ageing of 
the body or brain before the expected time, 
with a person showing symptoms which are 
usually associated with people of very ad¬ 
vanced years 

present verb /pri'zent/ 1. (of a patient) to 
show particular symptoms O The patient pre¬ 
sented with severe chest pains. 2. (of a symp¬ 
tom) to be present O The doctors ’ first task is 
to relieve the presenting symptoms. O The con¬ 
dition may also present in a baby. 3. (of a baby) 
to appear in the vaginal channel ■ adjective / 
'prez(o)nt/ currently existing in a place O All 
the symptoms of the disease are present. 

‘.. .chlamydia in the male commonly presents a ure¬ 
thritis characterized by dysuria’ [Journal of 
American College Health] 

‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient de¬ 
partment on grounds of disabling breathlessness 
present for at least five years’ [ Lancet] 

‘...sickle cell chest syndrome is a common compli¬ 
cation of sickle cell disease, presenting with chest 
pain, fever and leucocytosis’ [British Medical Jour¬ 
nal ] 

‘...a 24 year-old woman presents with an influenza¬ 
like illness of five days’ duration’ [British Journal 
of Hospital Medicine] 
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presentation 

. .the presenting symptoms of Crohn’s disease may 
be extremely variable’ [New Zealand Medical Jour¬ 
nal] 

presentation / l prez(9)n'teiJ(3)n/ noun the 
way in which a baby will be born, in respect of 
the part of the baby’s body which will appear 
first in the vaginal channel 
presenting part /pri'zentirj pa:t/ noun the 
part of a baby which appears first during birth 
preservation /.prezo'veiJXojn/ noun the 
keeping of a tissue sample or donor organ in 
good condition 

preserve /pri'z3:v/ verb to keep something 
from rotting (note: preserving - preserved) 

press /pres/ verb to push or squeeze some¬ 
thing O The tumour is pressing against a 
nerve. 

pressor /'press/ adjective 1 . referring to a 
nerve which increases the action of part of the 
body 2. raising blood pressure 
pressure /'prejs/ noun 1 . the action of 
squeezing or forcing something 2. the force of 
something on its surroundings 3. mental or 
physical stress caused by external events 
pressure area /'prejsr ,esris/ noun an area 
of the body where a bone is near the surface of 
the skin, so that if the skin is pressed the circu¬ 
lation will be cut off 

pressure bandage /'prejo ,baendid 3 / noun 
a bandage which presses on a part of the body 
pressure index /'prejor .indeks/ noun a 
method for determining the extent of obstruc¬ 
tion to the artery in the leg by measuring the 
blood pressure in the arms and legs and then 
dividing the systolic pressure in the leg by that 
in the arm. Abbr PI 

pressure point /'prejo point/ noun a place 
where an artery crosses over a bone, so that the 
blood can be cut off by pressing with the finger 
presynaptic /.priisi'nasptik/ adjective situ¬ 
ated in front of a synapse 
presynaptic axon /.prisinaeptik 'n3iv/ 
noun a nerve leading to one side of a synapse 
presystole /prii'sistoli/ noun the period be¬ 
fore systole in the cycle of heartbeats 
preterm birth /.prii'tsim b3:0/ noun the 
birth of a baby before 37 completed weeks of 
pregnancy, which presents a greater risk of se¬ 
rious health problems (note: About 12 per cent 
of births in the UK are preterm births.) 
prevalence /'prevolons/ noun the number of 
cases of a disease in a specific place at a spe¬ 
cific time O the prevalence of malaria in some 
tropical countries O the prevalence of cases of 
malnutrition in large towns O a high preva¬ 
lence of renal disease 

prevalent /'prevolont/ adjective common in 
comparison to something else O The disease is 
prevalent in some African countries. O The 
condition is more prevalent in the cold winter 
months. 


prevent /pri'vent/ verb to stop something 
from happening, or a person from doing some¬ 
thing O The treatment is given to prevent the 
patient's condition from getting worse. O Doc¬ 
tors are trying to prevent the spread of the out¬ 
break of Legionnaires ’ disease. 
preventative /pri'ventotiv/ adjective same 
as preventive 

prevention /pri'venjon/ noun action to stop 
something happening 

preventive /pri'ventiv/ adjective referring to 
an action taken to stop something happening, 
especially to stop a disease or infection from 
spreading O preventive treatment O preventive 
action 

preventive measure /pri,ventiv 'me33/ 
noun an action taken to prevent a disease from 
occurring or spreading 
comment: Preventive measures include im¬ 
munisation, vaccination, sterilisation, quaran¬ 
tine and improving standards of housing and 
sanitation. Health education also has an im¬ 
portant role to play in the prevention of dis¬ 
ease. 

preventive medicine /pri.ventiv 
'med(3)s(o)n/ noun action carried out to stop 
disease from occurring, e.g. by education in 
health-related issues, immunisation and 
screening for known diseases 
prevertebral /prii'v3itibr(9)l/ adjective situ¬ 
ated in front of the spinal column or a vertebra 
Priadel /'praiodel/ a trade name for lithium 
priapism /'prai9piz(9)m/ noun an erection 
of the penis without sexual stimulus, caused by 
a blood clot in the tissue of the penis, injury to 
the spinal cord or stone in the urinary bladder 
prick /prik/ verb to make a small hole in 
something with a sharp point O The nurse 
pricked the patient’s finger to take a blood 
sample. 

prickle cell /'prik(3)l sel/ noun a cell with 
many processes connecting it to other cells, 
found in the inner layer of the epidermis 
prickly heat /'prikli hi:t/ noun same as mili¬ 
aria 

-pril /pril/ suffix used for ACE inhibitors O 
Captopril 

prilocaine /'prailokein/ noun a local anaes¬ 
thetic used especially in dentistry 
primaquine /'praimokwiin/ noun a synthet¬ 
ically produced drug used in the treatment of 
malaria 

primary /'praimori/ adjective 1 . happening 
first, and leading to something else 2. most im¬ 
portant 3. referring to a condition which comes 
first and is followed by another. Compare sec¬ 
ondary 

primary amenorrhoea/.praimori .eimeno 
'riio/ noun a condition in which a woman has 
never had menstrual periods 
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primary biliary cirrhosis /.praimori .biliori 
si'rousis/ noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by 
autoimmune disease 

primary bronchi /.praimori 'brogki:/ plural 
noun same as main bronchi 
primary care /.praimori 'keo/ noun in the 
UK, health services offered directly to individ¬ 
uals by GPs, dentists, opticians and other 
health professionals who may also refer a pa¬ 
tient on to specialists for further treatment. 
Also called primary health care, primary 
medical care. Compare secondary care, terti¬ 
ary care 

‘...primary care is largely concerned with clinical 
management of individual patients, while communi¬ 
ty medicine tends to view the whole population as its 
patient’ [ Journal of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners ] 

primary care group /.praimori 'keo gruip/ 
noun an organisation responsible for oversee¬ 
ing the provision of primary healthcare and the 
commissioning of secondary care in a district. 
Key members include GPs, community nurs¬ 
es, social services and lay members. Abbr 
PCG 

primary care team /.praimori 'keo ti:m/ 
noun same as primary health care team 

primary care trust /.praimori 'keo trAst/ 
noun in the UK, the top level of the primary 
care group with extra responsibilities such as 
direct employment of community staff. Abbr 

PCT 

primary cartilaginous joint /.praimori 
ikaito'kedsinos d 30 int/ noun a temporary 
joint where the intervening cartilage is con¬ 
verted into adult bone 

primary complex /.praimori 'kompleks/ 
noun the first lymph node to be infected by tu¬ 
berculosis 

primary dysmenorrhoea /.praimori ,dis 
meno'riio/ noun dysmenorrhoea which occurs 
at the first menstrual period. Also called es¬ 
sential dysmenorrhoea 
primary haemorrhage /.praimori 
'hem(9)rid3/ noun bleeding which occurs im¬ 
mediately after an injury has taken place 
primary health care /.praimori 'helO keo/ 
noun same as primary care 
‘...among primary health care services, 1.5% of all 
GP consultations are due to coronary heart disease’ 
[.Health Services Journal ] 

primary health care team /.praimori 'hel0 
keo ,ti:m/ noun a group of professional medi¬ 
cal workers who have first contact with some¬ 
one needing medical attention and are respon¬ 
sible for delivering a range of health care serv¬ 
ices. Abbr PHCT 

primary medical care /.praimori 
'medik(o)l keo/ noun same as primary care 
primary nurse /,praimori 'n3is/ noun a 
nurse who is responsible for planning a per¬ 
son’s nursing care in consultation with that 
person and his or her family. In the absence of 


prion 

the primary nurse, associate nurses provide 
care based on the plan designed by the primary 
nurse. 

primary nursing /.praimori 'n3isig/ noun a 
model of nursing that involves the delivery of 
comprehensive, continuous, co-ordinated and 
individualised patient care through a primary 
nurse, who has autonomy, accountability and 
authority in relation to his or her patient’s care 
primary peritonitis /.praimori ,perito 
'naitis/ noun peritonitis caused by direct in¬ 
fection from the blood or the lymph 
primary tooth /'praimori tu:0/ noun any 
one of the first twenty teeth which develop in 
children between about six months and two- 
and-a-half years of age, and are replaced by 
the permanent teeth at around the age of six. 
Also called milk tooth, deciduous tooth 
primary tubercle /.praimori 'tju:bok(3)l/ 
noun the first infected spot where tuberculosis 
starts to infect a lung 

primary tuberculosis /.praimori tju: 
ibsikju'lousis/ noun a person’s first infection 
with tuberculosis 

primary tumour /.praimori't juimo/ noun a 
site of the original malignant growth from 
which cancer spreads 

prime /praim/ adjective 1 . of the greatest im¬ 
portance or the highest rank 2. of the highest 
quality ■ noun the best state or period of some¬ 
thing, especially the most active and enjoyable 
period in adult life ■ verb to make something 
ready for use, or to become ready for use 
(note: priming - primed) 
prime mover /praim 'muivo/ noun 1 . same 
as agonist 2. somebody or something which 
has the most influence over the starting of a 
process or activity 

primigravida /.praimi'grgevido/, primi- 
gravid patient /praimi'grasvid 'peiJ(o)nt/ 
noun a woman who is pregnant for the first 
time (note: The plural is primigravidas or 
primigravidae.) 

primipara /prai'miporo/ noun a woman who 
has given birth to one child. Also called uni¬ 
para (note: The plural is primiparas or primi- 
parae.) 

primordial /prai'moidiol/ adjective in the 
very first stage of development 
primordial follicle /prai,mo:diol 'fDlik(o)l/ 
noun the first stage of development of an ovar¬ 
ian follicle 

principle /'prinsip(3)l/ noun 1 . a rule or the¬ 
ory 2. a standard of ethical behaviour 
P-R interval /,pi: 'air ,mt9v(o)l/ noun the 
time recorded on an electrocardiogram be¬ 
tween the start of atrial activity and ventricular 
activity 

prion /'primn/ noun a particle of protein 
which contains no nucleic acid, does not trig¬ 
ger an immune response and is not destroyed 
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by extreme heat or cold. Prions are considered 
to be the agents responsible for scrapie, BSE, 
and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, 
priority despatch /prai'Droti di.spaetJV 
noun the process of talking to people who need 
medical help on the telephone in order to make 
sure that ambulances are sent to the most ur¬ 
gent cases first 

priority matrix /prai'Droti ,meitriks/ noun 
a way of trying to make sure that each commu¬ 
nity has a fair number of services for its partic¬ 
ular health needs 

private /'praivot/ adjective not supported by 
government or paid for by the National Health 
Service O He runs a private clinic for alcohol¬ 
ics. 

private hospital /,praivot 'hDspit(o)l/ noun 
a hospital which takes only paying patients 
privately /'praivotli/ adverb by a private 
practitioner or company, not by the National 
Health Service O She decided to have the op¬ 
eration done privately. 

private parts /'praivot pa its/ plural noun the 
genital area ( informal) Also called privates 
private patient /,praiv9t 'peiJ(o)nt/ noun a 
patient who is paying for treatment and who is 
not being treated under the National Health 
Service 

private practice /,praivot 'prasktis/ noun 
the services of a doctor, surgeon or dentist 
which are paid for by the patients themselves 
or by a medical insurance company, but not by 
the National Health Service 
privates /'praivots/ plural noun same as pri¬ 
vate parts ( informal) 

p.r.n. adverb (written on a prescription) as and 
when required. Full form pro re nata 
pro- /prou/ prefix before or in front of 
probang /'proubaer)/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment like a long rod with a brush at one end, 
formerly used to test and find strictures in the 
oesophagus and to push foreign bodies into the 
stomach 

probe /proub/ noun 1. an instrument used to 
explore inside a cavity or wound 2. a device in¬ 
serted into a medium to obtain information ■ 
verb to investigate the inside of something O 
The surgeon probed the wound with a scalpel. 
(note: probing - probed) 
problem /'prDbbm/ noun 1 . something 
which is difficult to find an answer to O Scien¬ 
tists are trying to find a solution to the problem 
of drug-related disease. 2. a medical disorder 
O heart problems 3. an addiction to something 
O has a drug problem 

problem child /'prDbbm tjaild/ noun a 
child who is difficult to control 
problem drinking /.prDbbm 'drirjkirj/ 
noun alcoholism or heavy drinking which has 
a bad effect on a person’s behaviour or work 


problem-oriented record /.prDbbm .oirien 
tid 'rekoid/ noun a record of patient care 
which links patients’ clinical data with their 
problems, so that all aspects of the care proc¬ 
ess are focused on resolving those problems 
problem-solving approach /'prDbbm 
.solvir) o.proutJV noun the provision of nurs¬ 
ing care based on assessment, problem identi¬ 
fication (nursing diagnosis), planning imple¬ 
mentation (nursing intervention) and evalua¬ 
tion 

procedure /pr9'si:d33/ noun 1. a standard 
way of doing something 2. a type of treatment 
O The hospital has developed some new proce¬ 
dures for treating Parkinson's disease. 3. a 
treatment given at one time O We are hoping to 
increase the number of procedures carried out 
per day. 

‘...disposable items now available for medical and 
nursing procedures range from cheap syringes to ex¬ 
pensive cardiac pacemakers’ [Nursing Times ] 

‘...the electromyograms and CT scans were done as 
outpatient procedures’ [Southern Medical Journal ] 
process /prou'ses/ noun 1 . a technical or sci¬ 
entific action O A new process for testing se¬ 
rum samples has been developed in the re¬ 
search laboratory. 2. a projecting part of the 
body ■ verb 1. to deal with a person or thing 
according to a standard procedure 2. to exam¬ 
ine or test samples O The blood samples are 
being processed by the laboratory. 

‘...the nursing process serves to divide overall pa¬ 
tient care into that part performed by nurses and that 
performed by the other professions’ [Nursing Times ] 

prochlorperazine /.proukbi'peroziin/ 
noun a drug used to control nausea and vomit¬ 
ing, and to reduce the symptoms of Meniere’s 
disease, migraine and anxiety 
procidentia /.prousi'denjb/ noun move¬ 
ment of an organ downwards 
proct- /prokt/ prefix same as procto- ( used 
before vowels) 

proctalgia /prok' t2eld39/ noun pain in the 
lower rectum or anus, caused by neuralgia 
proctalgia fugax /prDk,t£eld39 'fjuigaeks/ 
noun a condition in which a person has sudden 
pains in the rectum during the night, usually 
relieved by eating or drinking 
proctatresia /.prDkts'triizb/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the anus does not have an open¬ 
ing. Also called imperforate anus 
proctectasia /pmktek'teizb/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which the rectum or anus is dilated be¬ 
cause of continued constipation 
proctectomy /prDk'tektsmi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove the rectum (note: The 
plural is proctectomies.) 
proctitis /prok'taitis/ noun inflammation of 
the rectum 

procto- /proktou/ prefix the anus or rectum 
proctocele /'proktosiil/ noun same as rec- 
tocele 
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proctoclysis /prDk'tDklosis/ noun the intro¬ 
duction of a lot of fluid into the rectum slowly 
proctocolectomy /.prDktoukD'lektomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to remove the rectum 
and the colon (note: The plural is proctocolec¬ 
tomies.) 

proctocolitis /.proktoko'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the rectum and part of the colon 
proctodynia ^prokto'dinio/ noun a sensa¬ 
tion of pain in the anus 

proctogram /'proktogreem/ noun an X-ray 
photograph of the rectum taken after a contrast 
agent is introduced 

proctologist /prDk'tDlod3ist/ noun a spe¬ 
cialist in proctology 

proctology /prDk'tDlod 3 i/ noun the scientif¬ 
ic study of the rectum and anus and their asso¬ 
ciated diseases 

proctorrhaphy /prok'toirofi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to stitch up a tear in the rectum or 
anus (note: The plural is proctorrhaphies.) 
proctoscope /'proktoskoup/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal instrument consisting of a long tube with a 
light in the end, used to examine the rectum 
proctoscopy /prok'tDskopi/ noun an exam¬ 
ination of the rectum using a proctoscope 
(note: The plural is proctoscopies.) 
proctosigmoiditis /.proktou.sigmoi 
'daitis/ noun inflammation of the rectum and 
the sigmoid colon 

proctotomy /prok'tDtomi/ noun 1 . a surgical 
operation to divide a structure of the rectum or 
anus 2. an opening of an imperforate anus 
(note: [all senses] The plural is proctotomies.) 
prodromal /prou'drouml/ adjective occur¬ 
ring between the appearance of the first symp¬ 
toms of a disease and the major effect, e.g. a 
fever or rash 

prodromal rash /prou.droumO)! 'rasJV 
noun a rash which appears as a symptom of a 
disease before the major rash 
prodrome /'proudroum/, prodroma /prou 
'droumo/ noun an early symptom of an attack 
of a disease 

‘...in classic migraine a prodrome is followed by an 

aura, then a headache, and finally a recovery phase. 

The prodrome may not be recognised’ [British 

Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

produce /pro'djuis/ verb to make or cause 
something O The drug produces a sensation of 
dizziness. O Doctors are worried by the side- 
effects produced by the new painkiller. (NOTE: 
producing - produced) 
product /'prodAkt/ noun 1. something which 
is produced 2. a result or effect of a process 
productive cough /pro,dAktiv 'kof/ noun a 
cough where phlegm is produced 
proenzyme /prou'enzaim/ noun the first 
mature form of an enzyme, before it develops 
into an active enzyme. Also called zymogen 
profession /pro'feJXojn/ noun 1. a type of 
job for which special training is needed 2. all 


progestogen 

people working in a specialised type of em¬ 
ployment for which they have been trained O 
They are both doctors by profession. 
professional /pr3'fej(9)n(9)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a profession 

professional body /pro.feJOjnOjl 'bDdi/ 
noun an organisation which acts for all the 
members of a profession 
Professional Conduct Committee /pro 
,feJ(o)n(o)l 'kDndAkt ko,miti/ noun a com¬ 
mittee of the General Medical Council which 
decides on cases of professional misconduct. 
Abbr PCC 

professional misconduct /pro,feJ(o)n(o)l 
mi s' kondAkt/ noun actions which are consid¬ 
ered to be wrong by the body which regulates 
a profession, e.g. an action by a doctor which 
is considered wrong by the Professional Con¬ 
duct Committee of the General Medical Coun¬ 
cil 

profile /'proufail/ noun 1 . a brief description 
of the characteristics of a person or thing 2. a 
set of data, usually in graph or table form, 
which indicates to what extent something has 
the same characteristics as a group tested or 
considered standard 3. the amount that other 
people notice somebody or something ■ verb 
to give a short description or assessment of 
somebody or something (note: profiling - pro¬ 
filed) 

profound /pro'faund/ adjective very great or 
serious O a profound impairment of the im¬ 
mune system 

profunda /pro'fAndo/ adjective referring to 
blood vessels which lie deep in tissues 
profundaplasty /pro'fAndoplsesti/ noun a 
surgical operation to widen a junction of the 
femoral artery, in order to relieve narrowing by 
atherosclerosis (note: The plural is profunda- 
plasties.) 

profuse /pro'fjuis/ adjective existing in very 
large quantities O fever accompanied by pro¬ 
fuse sweating O pains with profuse internal 
bleeding 

progeny /'prDd 3 oni/ noun a person’s child or 
children (note: Takes a singular or plural verb.) 
progeria /prou'dsiorio/ noun a condition of 
premature ageing. Also called Hutchinson- 
Gilford syndrome 

progestational /prou.dses'teiJOjnol/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the stage of the menstrual 
cycle after ovulation when progesterone is 
produced 

progesterone /prou'dsestoroun/ noun a 
hormone which is produced in the second part 
of the menstrual cycle by the corpus luteum 
and which stimulates the formation of the pla¬ 
centa if an ovum is fertilised (note: Progester¬ 
one is also produced by the placenta itself.) 
progestogen /pro'd3est9d39n/ noun any 
substance which has the same effect as proges¬ 
terone 
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comment: Because natural progesterones 
prevent ovulation during pregnancy, syntheti¬ 
cally produced progestogens are used to 
make contraceptive pills, 
prognathic jaw /prDg,na 20 ik 'c^o:/ noun a 
jaw which protrudes further than the other 
prognathism /'prDgn90iz(9)m/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which one jaw, especially the lower 
jaw, or both jaws protrude 
prognosis /prag'nousis/ noun an opinion of 
how a disease or disorder will develop O This 
cancer has a prognosis of about two years. O 
The prognosis is not good, (note: The plural is 
prognoses.) 

prognostic /prog'nostik/ adjective referring 
to a prognosis 

prognostic test /prog,nDstik 'test/ noun a 
test to suggest how a disease will develop or 
how long a person will survive after an opera¬ 
tion 

programme /'prougrsem/ noun a series of 
medical treatments given in a set way at set 
times O The doctor prescribed a programme of 
injections. O She took a programme of steroid 
treatment, (note: The US spelling is program.) 
progress noun /‘prougres/ 1. development 
and improvement O Progress has been made 
in cutting waiting times. 2. the way in which a 
person is becoming well O The doctors seem 
pleased that she has made such good progress 
since her operation. ■ verb /prou'gres/ 1. to 
develop and improve, or to continue to do well 
O The patient is progressing well. 2. to move 
to a more advanced stage O As the disease pro¬ 
gressed, he spent more and more time sleep¬ 
ing. 

progression /prou'greJXojn/ noun develop¬ 
ment O The progression of the disease was 
swift. 

progressive /pro'gresiv/ adjective develop¬ 
ing all the time O Alzheimer's disease is a pro¬ 
gressive disorder which sees a gradual decline 
in intellectual functioning. 
progressive deafness /pro,gresiv 'del 
fnos/ noun a condition, common in people as 
they get older, in which a person gradually be¬ 
comes more and more deaf 
progressively /prou'gresivli/ adverb more 
and more O He became progressively more 
disabled. 

progressive muscular atrophy /pro,gresiv 
.mAskjulo 'setrofi/ noun muscular dystrophy, 
with progressive weakening of the muscles, 
particularly in the pelvic and shoulder girdles 
proguanil /prou'gwasml/ noun a drug used 
in the prevention and treatment of malaria 
proinsulin /prou'insulin/ noun a substance 
produced by the pancreas, then converted to 
insulin 

project /pro'd 3 ekt/ verb to protrude or stick 
out 


projection /pro^ek/on/ noun 1 . a part of 
the body which sticks out or stands out. Also 
called prominence. Compare promontory 2. 
(in psychology) mental action in which a person 
blames another person for his or her own faults 
projection tract /pro'd 3 ekJ(o)n trsekt/ 
noun fibres connecting the cerebral cortex with 
the lower parts of the brain and spinal cord 
prolactin /prou'lasktin/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the pituitary gland which stimulates 
the production of milk. Also called lactogenic 
hormone 

prolapse /'proulseps/ noun a condition in 
which an organ has moved downwards out of 
its usual position ■ verb to move downwards 
out of the usual position (note: prolapsing - 
prolapsed) 

prolapsed intervertebral disc /prou 
.lsepsd into.vsitobrol 'disk/ noun a condition 
in which an intervertebral disc becomes dis¬ 
placed or where the soft centre of a disc passes 
through the hard cartilage of the exterior and 
presses onto a nerve. Abbr PID. Also called 
slipped disc 

prolapse of the rectum /,proulaeps ov do 
'rektom/ noun a condition in which mucous 
membrane of the rectum moves downwards 
and passes through the anus 
prolapse of the uterus /.proulasps ov do 
'juitoros/, prolapse of the womb /.proulseps 
ov do 'wu:m/ noun a movement of the uterus 
downwards due to weakening of the structures 
of the pelvic floor, e.g. because of age or a dif¬ 
ficult childbirth. Also called metroptosis, pro¬ 
lapsed uterus, uterine prolapse 
proliferate /pro'liforeit/ verb to produce 
many similar cells or parts, and so grow (note: 
proliferating - proliferated) 
proliferation /pro.lifo'reiJXojn/ noun the 
process of proliferating 
proliferative /pro'liforotiv/ adjective multi¬ 
plying 

proliferative phase /pro'liforotiv feiz/ 
noun a period when a disease is spreading fast 
proline /'proulin/ noun an amino acid found 
in proteins, especially in collagen 
prolong /pro'lDr)/ verb to make something 
last longer O The treatment prolonged her life 
by three years. 

prolonged /pro'lDpd/ adjective very long O 
She had to undergo a prolonged course of ra¬ 
diation treatment. 

promethazine /prou'me0ozi:n/ noun an an¬ 
tihistamine drug used in the treatment of aller¬ 
gies and motion sickness 
prominence /'prnminons/ noun a part of the 
body which sticks out or stands out. Also 
called projection. Compare promontory 
prominent /'prDminont/ adjective standing 
out, very visible O She had a prominent scar 
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on her neck which she wanted to have re¬ 
moved. 

promontory /'promant^ri/ noun a section 
of an organ, especially the middle ear and sac¬ 
rum which stands out above the rest. Compare 
projection, prominence 
promote /pro'mout/ verb 1. to help some¬ 
thing to take place O The drug is used to pro¬ 
mote blood clotting. 2. to raise a person to a 
more senior job or a higher position (note: 
promoting - promoted) 
pronate /'prouneit/ verb 1. to lie face down¬ 
wards 2. to turn the hand so that palm faces 
downwards (note: pronating - pronated) 
pronation /prou'neiJXojn/ noun the act of 
turning the hand round so that the palm faces 
downwards. Opposite supination. See illustra¬ 
tion at anatomical terms in Supplement 
pronator /prou'neito/ noun a muscle which 
makes the hand turn face downwards 
prone /proun/ adjective 1. lying face down¬ 
wards. Opposite supine 2. referring to the arm 
with the palm facing downwards 
pronounced /pro'naunst/ adjective very ob¬ 
vious or marked O She has a pronounced limp. 
propagate /'propogeit/ verb to multiply 
something, or cause something to multiply 
(note: propagating - propagated) 
propagation ^propo'geiJXojn/ noun an act 
of causing something to spread or multiply 
properdin /'proupodin/ noun protein in 
blood plasma which can destroy Gram-nega¬ 
tive bacteria and neutralise viruses when act¬ 
ing together with magnesium 
prophase /'proufeiz/ noun the first stage of 
mitosis when the chromosomes are visible as 
long thin double threads 
prophylactic /.profo'kektik/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which helps to prevent the development 
of a disease ■ adjective preventive 
prophylaxis /.profs'lseksis/ noun 1. the pre¬ 
vention of disease 2. a preventive treatment 
(note: [all senses] The plural is prophylaxes.) 
proportion /pro'poiJOjn/ noun a quantity of 
something, especially as compared to the 
whole O A high proportion of cancers can be 
treated by surgery. O The proportion of outpa¬ 
tients to inpatients is increasing. 

‘...the target cells for adult myeloid leukaemia are 
located in the bone marrow, and there is now evi¬ 
dence that a substantial proportion of childhood leu¬ 
kaemias also arise in the bone marrow’ 
[British Medical Journal ] 

propranolol /prou'pasnolDl/ noun a drug that 
slows heart rate and heart output, used in the 
treatment of angina pectoris, irregular heart 
rhythms, migraine and high blood pressure 
proprietary /pro'praiotOjri/ adjective be¬ 
longing to a commercial company 
proprietary medicine /pro.praiotOjri 
'med(o)s(3)n/, proprietary drug /pro 


,praiot(o)ri 'drAg/ noun a drug which is sold 
under a trade name. [> patent medicine 
proprietary name /pro,praiot(»ri 'neim/ 
noun a trade name for a drug 
proprioception ^prouprio'sepjon/ noun 
the reaction of nerves to body movements and 
the relaying of information about movements 
to the brain 

proprioceptive /.prouprio'septiv/ adjective 
referring to sensory impulses from the joints, 
muscles and tendons, which relay information 
about body movements to the brain 
proprioceptor /.prouprio'septo/ noun the 
end of a sensory nerve which reacts to stimuli 
from muscles and tendons as they move 
proptosis /prDp'tousis/ noun forward dis¬ 
placement of the eyeball 
prop up /,prop 'Ap/ verb to support a person, 
e.g. with pillows (note: propping up - 
propped up) 

prospective /pro'spektiv/ adjective 1. ap¬ 
plying to the future. [> retrospective 2. follow¬ 
ing what happens to selected patients 
prostaglandin /.prDsto'glaendin/ noun any 
of a class of unsaturated fatty acids found in all 
mammals which control smooth muscle con¬ 
traction, inflammation and body temperature, 
are associated with the sensation of pain and 
have an effect on the nervous system, blood 
pressure and in particular the uterus at men¬ 
struation 

prostate /'prDSteit/ noun same as prostate 
gland (note: Do not confuse with prostrate.) □ 
prostate trouble inflammation or enlarge¬ 
ment of the prostate gland ( informal) 
prostate cancer /'prDSteit .ksenso/ noun a 
malignant tumour of the prostate gland, found 
especially in men over 55 
prostatectomy /.prDsto'tektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove all or part of the 
prostate gland (note: The plural is prostatecto¬ 
mies.) 

prostate gland /'prD,steit glaend/ noun an 
O-shaped gland in males which surrounds the 
urethra below the bladder and secretes a fluid 
containing enzymes into the sperm. See illus¬ 
tration at urogenital system (male) in Supple¬ 
ment. Also called prostate 
comment: As a man grows older, the prostate 
gland tends to enlarge and constrict the point 
at which the urethra leaves the bladder, mak¬ 
ing it difficult to pass urine. 

prostatic /pro'stastik/ adjective referring to 
or belonging to the prostate gland 

prostatic hypertrophy /pm.staetik hai 
'p3itrofi/ noun an enlargement of the prostate 
gland 

prostatic massage /pro.stastik 'massa^/ 
noun the removal of fluid from the prostate 
gland through the rectum 
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prostatic urethra /pro.stsetik ju'riiOro/ 
noun a section of the urethra which passes 
through the prostate gland 
prostatic utricle /prD.stastik 'ju:trik(»l/ 
noun a sac branching off the urethra as it pass¬ 
es through the prostate gland 
prostatism /'prDSteitiz(o)m/ noun a disor¬ 
der of the prostate gland, especially enlarge¬ 
ment that blocks or inhibits urine flow 
prostatitis /.prosto'taitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the prostate gland 
prostatocystitis /.prDstsetousi'staitis/ 
noun inflammation of the prostatic urethra and 
the bladder 

prostatorrhoea /.prDstoto'riio/ noun dis¬ 
charge of fluid from the prostate gland (note: 
The US spelling is prostatorrhea.) 
prosthesis /prDs'0i:sis/ noun a device which 
is attached to the body to take the place of a 
part which is missing, e.g. an artificial leg or 
glass eye (note: The plural is prostheses.) 

‘The average life span of a joint prosthesis is 10-15 
years’ [British Journal of Nursing] 

prosthetic /pros'Betik/ adjective replacing a 
part of the body which has been amputated or 
removed O He was fitted with a prosthetic 
hand. 

prosthetic dentistry /pros.Betik 'dentistri/ 
noun the branch of dentistry which deals with 
replacing missing teeth parts of the jaw, and 
fitting dentures, bridges and crowns. Also 
called prosthodontics 

prosthetics /pros'Betiks/ noun the study 
and making of prostheses 
prosthetist /'prDsOotist/ noun a qualified 
person who fits prostheses 
prosthodontics /.pmsBo'dDntiks/ noun 
same as prosthetic dentistry (note: Takes a 
singular verb.) 

prostrate /'pmstreit/ adjective lying face 
down (note: Do not confuse with prostate.) 
prostration /pro'streiJXojn/ noun extreme 
tiredness of body or mind 
protamine /'proutomiin/ noun a simple pro¬ 
tein found in fish, used with insulin to slow 
down the insulin absorption rate 
protanopia /.prouto'noupio/ noun same as 
Daltonism 

protease /'proutieiz/ noun a digestive en¬ 
zyme which breaks down protein in food by 
splitting the peptide link. Also called proteo¬ 
lytic enzyme 

protect /pro'tekt/ verb to keep a person or 
thing safe from harm O The population must 
be protected against the spread of the virus. 
protection /pro'tekjon/ noun 1 . the act of 
keeping a person or thing safe from harm 2. 
something which protects O Children are vac¬ 
cinated as a protection against disease. 
Protection of Children Act 1999 /pro 
.tekjon ov 'tjildron £ekt/ noun in the UK, an 


Act of Parliament to protect children by re¬ 
stricting the employment of certain nurses, 
teachers or other workers whose jobs bring 
them into contact with children, on grounds 
such as misconduct or health 
protective /pro'tektiv/ adjective providing 
protection 

protective isolation /pro.tektiv ,aiso 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun a set of procedures used to pro¬ 
tect people who have impaired resistance to in¬ 
fectious disease, e.g. those with leukaemia and 
lymphoma. Aids and graft patients. Also 
called reverse isolation 
protein /'proutiin/ noun a nitrogen com¬ 
pound which is present in and is an essential 
part of all living cells in the body, formed by 
the linking of amino acids 
comment: Proteins are necessary for growth 
and repair of the body’s tissue. They are 
mainly formed of carbon, nitrogen and oxygen 
in various combinations as amino acids. 
Foods such as beans, meat, eggs, fish and 
milk are rich in protein. 

protein balance /'proutiin .bselons/ noun a 
situation when the nitrogen intake in protein is 
equal to the excretion rate in the urine 

protein-bound iodine /.proutiin baund 
'aiodiin/ noun a compound of thyroxine and 
iodine 

protein-bound iodine test /.proutiin 
baund 'aiodiin test/ noun a test to measure if 
the thyroid gland is producing adequate quan¬ 
tities of thyroxine. Abbr PBI test 
protein deficiency /'proutiin di,fiJ(o)nsi/ 
noun a lack of enough proteins in the diet 
proteinuria /.prouti'njuorio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which there are proteins in the urine 
proteolysis /.prouti'Dlosis/ noun the break¬ 
ing down of proteins in food into amino acids 
by enzymes 

proteolytic /.proutiou'litik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to proteolysis 

proteolytic enzyme /.proutioulitik 'enzaim/ 
noun same as protease 

proteose /'proutious/ noun a water-soluble 
compound formed during hydrolytic processes 
such as digestion 

Proteus /'proutios/ noun a genus of bacteria 
commonly found in the intestines 
prothrombin /prou'Brombin/ noun a protein 
in blood which helps blood to coagulate and 
which needs Vitamin K to be effective. Also 
called Factor II 

prothrombin time /prou'Brombin taim/ 
noun the time taken in Quick test for clotting to 
take place 

proto- /proutou/ prefix first or at the begin¬ 
ning 

protocol /'proutokol/ noun the set of instruc¬ 
tions for the clinical management of a particu¬ 
lar condition, including tests, surgery and drug 
treatments 
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proton pump /'proutDn pAmp/ noun an en¬ 
zyme system within the gastric mucosa that se¬ 
cretes gastric acids O The drug acts on the pro¬ 
ton pump mechanism. 

proton-pump inhibitor /'proutDn pAmp in 
,hibito/ noun a drug which suppresses the fi¬ 
nal stage of gastric acid secretion by the proton 
pump in the gastric mucosa 
protopathic /.proutou'pasGik/ adjective 1 . 
referring to nerves which are able to sense only 
strong sensations 2. referring to a first symp¬ 
tom or lesion 3. referring to the first sign of 
partially restored function in an injured nerve 
► compare epicritic 

protoplasm /'proutou.plsezCojm/ noun a 
substance like a jelly which makes up the larg¬ 
est part of each cell 

protoplasmic /.proutou'plsezmik/ adjective 
referring to protoplasm 
protoporphyrin IX /.proutou.poiforin 
'nain/ noun the commonest form of porphyrin, 
found in haemoglobin and chlorophyll 
protozoa /.prouto'zouo/ plural of protozoon 
protozoan /.prouto'zouon/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to protozoa 

protozoon noun a tiny simple organism with 
a single cell (note: The plural is protozoa or 
protozoons.) 

comment: Parasitic protozoa can cause sev¬ 
eral diseases, including amoebiasis, malaria 
and other tropical diseases, 
protract /prou'traskt/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing last a long time 2. to extend or lengthen 
a body part 

protractor /pro'traskto/ noun a muscle with 
the function of extending a body part 
protrude /pro'truid/ verb to stick out O She 
wears a brace to correct her protruding teeth. 
O Protruding eyes are associated with some 
forms of goitre, (note: protruding - protrud¬ 
ed) 

protuberance /pr9'tju:b(9)rons/ noun a 
rounded part of the body which projects above 
the rest 

proud flesh /.praud 'fleJV noun new vessels 
and young fibrous tissue which form when a 
wound, incision or lesion is healing 
provide /pro'vaid/ verb to supply something 
O A balanced diet should provide the neces¬ 
sary proteins required by the body. O The hos¬ 
pital provides an ambulance service to the 
whole area, (note: providing - provided) 
provider /pro'vaido/ noun a hospital which 
provides secondary care which is paid for by 
another body such as a PCG or social services. 
i> purchaser 

provision /pro'vi 3 (o)n/ noun 1 . the act of 
providing something O the provision of after¬ 
care facilities for patients recently discharged 
from hospital 2. something provided 
provisional /pro'vi3(9)n(3)l/ adjective tem¬ 
porary and which may be changed O The hos¬ 


pital has given me a provisional date for the 
operation. O The paramedical team attached 
sticks to the broken leg to act as provisional 
splints. 

provisionally /pro'v^ojnoli/ adverb in a 
temporary way, not certainly O She has provi¬ 
sionally accepted the offer of a bed in the hos¬ 
pital. 

provitamin /prou'vitomin/ noun a chemical 
compound which is converted to a vitamin 
during usual biochemical processes, e.g. the 
amino acid tryptophan, which is converted to 
niacin, and beta carotene, which is converted 
into vitamin A 

provoke /pro'vouk/ verb 1 . to make a person 
angry 2. to make something happen O The 
medication provoked a sudden rise in body 
temperature. O The fit was provoked by the 
shock of the accident. 3. to make something be 
felt O His lack of visitors provoked the nurses ’ 
sympathy, (note: provokes - provoking - pro¬ 
voked) 

proximal /'prDksim(o)l/ adjective near the 
midline, the central part of the body 
proximal convoluted tubule /,prok 
sim(o)l ,kDnvolu:tid 'tjuibjuil/ noun a part 
of the kidney filtering system between the loop 
of Henle and the glomerulus 
proximal interphalangeal joint /,prok 
sim(o)l intofo'laendsiol d 30 int/ noun a joint 
nearest the point of attachment of a finger or 
toe. Abbr PIP 

proximally /'praksimli/ adverb further to¬ 
wards the centre or point of attachment. Oppo¬ 
site distal ly. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement 

Prozac /'prouzcek/ a trade name for fluoxet¬ 
ine 

prurigo /pruo'raigou/ noun an itchy eruption 
of papules 

pruritus /pruo'raitos/ noun an irritation of 
the skin which makes a person want to scratch. 
Also called itching 

pruritus ani /pruo.raitis 'einai/ noun itch¬ 
ing round the anal orifice 
pruritus vulvae /pruo.raitis 'vaMi/ noun 
itching round the vulva 
prussic acid /.prASik 'aesid/ noun same as 
cyanide 

PSA test /,pii es 'ei test/ noun a blood test 
for prostate cancer which detects a protein pro¬ 
duced by prostate cells. Full form prostatic 
specific antigen test 

pseud- /sjuid/ prefix same as pseudo- ( used 
before vowels) 

pseudarthrosis /sjuidai'Grousis/ noun a 
false joint, as when the two broken ends of a 
fractured bone do not bind together but heal 
separately (note: The plural is pseudar- 
throses.) 
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pseudo- /sjuictau/ prefix similar to some- 
thing but not the same 

pseudoangina /.sjuidougen'c^aino/ noun 
pain in the chest, caused by worry but not indi¬ 
cating heart disease 

pseudocoxalgia /.sjuidoukDk'sasldso/ 
noun the degeneration of the upper end of the 
femur in young boys which prevents the femur 
from growing properly and can result in a per¬ 
manent limp. Also called Legg-Calve-Perthes 
disease 

pseudocrisis /'sjuidou.kraisis/ noun a sud¬ 
den fall in the temperature of a person with fe¬ 
ver which does not mark the end of the fever 
pseudocroup /.sjuidou'kruip/ noun 1. 
same as laryngismus 2. a form of asthma in 
which contractions take place in the larynx 
pseudocyesis /.sjuidousai'iisis/ noun a 
condition in which a woman has the physical 
symptoms of pregnancy but is not pregnant. 
Also called phantom pregnancy, pseudo¬ 
pregnancy 

pseudocyst /'sjuidousist/ noun a space 
which fills with fluid in an organ but without 
the walls which would form a cyst, as a result 
of softening or necrosis of the tissue 
pseudodementia /.sjuidoudi'menjo/ noun 
a condition of extreme apathy found in hyster¬ 
ical people in which their behaviour corre¬ 
sponds to what they imagine to be insanity, 
though they show no signs of true dementia 
pseudogynaecomastia /.sjuidou 

.gaimkou'mgestio/ noun enlargement of the 
male breast because of extra fatty tissue (note: 
The US spelling is pseudogynecomastia.) 
pseudohermaphroditism /,sju:douh3: 
'maefr9daitiz(o)m/ noun a condition in which 
a person has either ovaries or testes but exter¬ 
nal genitalia that are not clearly of either sex 
pseudohypertrophic muscular dystro¬ 
phy /.sjuidouhaipo.trDfik .mAskjulo 'disf 
trofi/ noun a hereditary disease affecting the 
muscles, which swell and become weak, be¬ 
ginning in early childhood. Also called Duch- 
enne muscular dystrophy 
pseudohypertrophy /.sjuidouhai 

'p3:trofi/ noun an overgrowth of fatty or fi¬ 
brous tissue in a part or organ, which results in 
the part or organ being enlarged 
pseudomonad /.sjuidou'mounod/ noun a 
rod-shaped bacterium which lives in soil or de¬ 
composing organic material and can cause dis¬ 
ease in plants and sometimes in humans 
pseudomyxoma /.sjuidoumik'soumo/ 
noun a tumour rich in mucus (note: The plural 
is pseudomyxomas or pseudomyxomata.) 
pseudo-obstruction /.sjuidou ob 
'strAkJon/ noun a condition in which symp¬ 
toms such as stomach cramps, nausea and 
bloating indicate a blockage in the intestines 
although no blockage exists 


pseudoplegia /,sju:d3u'pli:d39/, pseu¬ 
doparalysis /.sjuidoupo'raslosis/ noun 1 . loss 
of muscular power in the limbs without true 
paralysis 2. paralysis caused by hysteria 
pseudopolyposis /.sjuidoupoli'pousis/ 
noun a condition in which polyps are found in 
many places in the intestine, usually resulting 
from an earlier infection 
pseudopregnancy /.sjuidou'pregnonsi/ 
noun also called pseudocyesis 
psilosis /sai'lousis/ noun a disease of the 
small intestine which prevents a person from 
absorbing food properly. Also called sprue 
comment: The condition is often found in the 
tropics, and results in diarrhoea and loss of 
weight. 

psittacosis /.sito'kousis/ noun a disease of 
parrots which can be transmitted to humans. It 
is similar to typhoid fever, but atypical pneu¬ 
monia is present. Symptoms include fever, di¬ 
arrhoea and distension of the abdomen. Also 
called parrot disease 

psoas /'souos/ noun either of two pairs of 
muscles in the groin, psoas major and psoas 
minor, which help to move the hip joint 
psoas major /.souses 'meid 3 o/ noun a mus¬ 
cle in the groin which flexes the hip 
psoas minor /.souses 'maino/ noun a small 
muscle similar to the psoas major but not al¬ 
ways present 

psoriasis /so'raiosis/ noun a common in¬ 
flammatory skin disease where red patches of 
skin are covered with white scales 
psoriatic /.soiri'setik/ adjective referring to 
psoriasis 

psoriatic arthritis /.soirisetik a:'0raitis/ 
noun a form of psoriasis which is associated 
with arthritis 

psych- /saik/ prefix same as psycho- ( used 
before vowels) 

psychasthenia /.saikses'Giinio/ noun 1 . any 
psychoneurosis other than hysteria 2. psy¬ 
choneurosis characterised by fears and phobi¬ 
as 

psyche /'saiki/ noun the mind 
psychedelic /.saiko'delik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to drugs such as LSD which expand a per¬ 
son’s consciousness 

psychiatric /.saiki'aetrik/ adjective referring 
to psychiatry O He is undergoing psychiatric 
treatment. 

psychiatric hospital /.saiki'aetrik ,hDs 
pit(^)l/ noun a hospital which specialises in 
the treatment of patients with mental disorders 
psychiatrist /sai'kaiotrist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in the diagnosis and treatment 
of mental and behavioural disorders 
psychiatry /sai'kaiotri/ noun a branch of 
medicine concerned with the diagnosis and 
treatment of mental and behavioural disorders 
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psychic /'saikik/, psychical /'saikik(o)l/ ad¬ 
jective 1. referring to a person who is suppos¬ 
edly able to guess thoughts which people have 
not expressed, or to foresee the future 2. relat¬ 
ing to or originating in the human mind 
psycho- /saikou/ prefix referring to the mind 
psychoanalysis /.saikouo'naelosis/ noun a 
form of treatment for mental disorders in 
which a specialist and patient talk and together 
analyse the patient’s condition and past events 
which may have contributed to it 
psychoanalyst /.saikou'sen^list/ noun a 
person who is trained in psychoanalysis 
psychodrama /'saikoi^draimo/ noun a 
type of psychotherapy in which patients act 
out roles in dramas illustrating their emotional 
problems, in front of other patients 
psychodynamics /.saikoudai'naemiks/ 
noun the study of how the forces which affect 
human behaviour and mental states work, es¬ 
pecially on a subconscious level 
psychogenic /,saik3'd3enik/, psychoge- 
netic /.saikoudso'netik/, psychogenous /sai 
'kod39n9s/ adjective referring to an illness 
which starts in the mind, rather than in a phys¬ 
ical state 

psychogeriatrics /.saikoudseri'astriks/ 
noun the study of the mental disorders of the 
late stages of the natural life span 
psychological /,saik9'lDd3ik(9)l/ adjective 
referring to psychology, or caused by a mental 
state 

psychological dependence /.saiko 
,lDd 3 ik(o)l di'pendons/, psychological drug 
dependence /,saik3,lDd3ik(3)l 'drAg di 
,pendons/ noun a state in which a person is ad¬ 
dicted to a drug such as cannabis or alcohol but 
does not suffer physical effects if he or she 
stops taking it 

psychologically /,saiko'lDd3ikli/ adverb in 
a way which is caused by a mental state O He 
is psychologically addicted to tobacco. 
psychologist /sai'kDl9d3ist/ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of the mind and 
mental processes 

psychology /sai'kDldd 3 i/ noun the study of 
the mind and mental processes 
psychometrics /.saiko'metriks/ noun a 
way of measuring intelligence and personality 
in which the result is shown as a number on a 
scale 

psychomotor /.saiko'mouto/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to muscle movements caused by men¬ 
tal activity 

psychomotor disturbance /.saikomouto 
di'st3:bons/ noun muscle movements caused 
by a mental disorder, e.g. twitching 
psychomotor epilepsy /.saikomouto 'epi 
lepsi/ noun epilepsy in which fits are charac¬ 
terised by blurring of consciousness and ac¬ 


psychosocial 

companied by coordinated but wrong move¬ 
ments 

psychomotor retardation /.saikomouto 
^fctcu'deiJXa)!]/ noun the slowing of move¬ 
ment and speech, caused by depression 
psychoneuroimmunology /.saikou 
.njuorou^mju'nolodsi/ noun a branch of 
medicine which deals with how emotions af¬ 
fect the immune system 
psychoneurosis /.saikounju'rousis/ noun 
any of a group of mental disorders in which a 
person has a faulty response to the stresses of 
life. 0 neurosis (note: The plural is psychone¬ 
uroses.) 

psychopath /'saikopaeG/ noun a person with 
a long-term mental disorder characterised by 
antisocial and often violent behaviour 
psychopathic /.saiko'paeGik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to psychopaths or psychopathy 
psychopathological /.saikoupaeGo 
'lDd 3 ik(o)l/ adjective referring to psychopa¬ 
thology 

psychopathology /.saikopo'Golodsi/ noun 
a branch of medicine concerned with the pa¬ 
thology of mental disorders and diseases 
psychopathy /sai'kopoGi/ noun any disease 
of the mind (note: The plural is psychopa¬ 
thies.) 

psychopharmacology /.saikou.faimo 

'kDlod 3 i/ noun the study of the actions and ap¬ 
plications of drugs which have a powerful ef¬ 
fect on the mind and behaviour 
psychophysiological /.saikou.fizio 
'lDd 3 ik(o)l/ adjective referring to psychophys¬ 
iology 

psychophysiology /.saikou.fizi'olodsi/ 
noun the physiology of the mind and its func¬ 
tions 

psychoses /sai'kousiiz/ plural of psycho¬ 
sis 

psychosexual /.saikou'sekjuol/ adjective 
relating to the mental and emotional aspects of 
sexuality and sexual development 
psychosexual development /.saikou 
.sekjuol di'velopmont/ noun the develop¬ 
ment of human personality in stages based 
upon the ability to experience sexual pleasure, 
and the way in which sexuality plays a role in 
a person’s life 

psychosis /sai'kousis/ noun any serious 
mental disorder in which a person has a dis¬ 
torted perception of reality (note: The plural is 

psychoses.) 

psychosocial /,saik9u's9uj(3)l/ adjective 
relating to the interaction of psychological and 
social factors 

‘...recent efforts to redefine nursing have moved 
away from the traditional medically dominated ap¬ 
proach towards psychosocial care and forming rela¬ 
tionships with patients’ [British Journal of Nursing] 



psychosomatic 
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psychosomatic /.saikaosn'mtctik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the relationship between body 
and mind 

COMMENT: Many physical disorders, including 
duodenal ulcers and high blood pressure, can 
be caused by mental conditions like worry or 
stress, and are then termed psychosomatic in 
order to distinguish them from the same con¬ 
ditions having physical or hereditary causes, 
psychosurgery /.saikau's3id3ari/ noun 
brain surgery, used as a treatment for psycho¬ 
logical disorders 

psychosurgical /,saik3u's3:d3ik(a)l/ ad¬ 
jective referring to psychosurgery 
psychotherapeutic /.saikauGera'pjuttik/ 
adjective referring to psychotherapy 
psychotherapist /.saikau'Oerapist/ noun a 
person trained to give psychotherapy 
psychotherapy /.saikau'Gerapi/ noun the 
treatment of mental disorders by psychologi¬ 
cal methods, as when a psychotherapist en¬ 
courages a person to talk about his or her prob¬ 
lems. i> therapy 

psychotic /sal'kDtik/ adjective 1 . referring 
to psychosis 2. characterised by mental disor¬ 
der 

psychotropic /,sar k o' t rnpi k , adjective re¬ 
ferring to a drug such as a stimulant or sedative 
which affects a person’s mood 
pt abbr pint 

pterion /'tiarion/ noun the point on the side 
of the skull where the frontal, temporal pari¬ 
etal and sphenoid bones meet 
pteroylglutamic acid /.terauailglu: 
.taemik 'aesid/ noun same as folic acid 
pterygium /ts'ridjiam/ noun a degenerative 
condition in which a triangular growth of con¬ 
junctiva covers part of the cornea, with its apex 
towards the pupil 

pterygo- /terigau/ suffix the pterygoid proc¬ 
ess 

pterygoid plate /.terigaid 'pleit/ noun a 
small flat bony projection on the pterygoid 
process 

pterygoid plexus /.terigaid 'pleksas/ noun 
a group of veins and sinuses which join togeth¬ 
er behind the cheek 

pterygoid process /'terigaid .prauses/ 
noun one of two projecting parts on the sphe¬ 
noid bone 

pterygomandibular /.terigaumaen'dibjula/ 
adjective referring to the pterygoid process and 
the mandible 

pterygopalatine fossa /.terigaupaelatain 
'fDsa/ noun the space between the pterygoid 
process and the upper jaw 
pterygopalatine ganglion /.terigau 
paelatain 'gaerjglbn/ noun a ganglion in the 
pterygopalatine fossa associated with the max¬ 
illary nerve. Also called sphenopalatine gan¬ 
glion 


ptomaine /'taumein/ noun a group of nitrog¬ 
enous substances produced in rotting food, 
which gives the food a special smell (NOTE: 
Ptomaine poisoning was the term formerly 
used to refer to any form of food poisoning.) 
ptosis . 'toosis/ noun 1 . prolapse of an organ 
2. drooping of the upper eyelid, which makes 
the eye stay half closed 
-ptosis /tausis/ suffix prolapse 
PTSD abbr post-traumatic stress disorder 
ptyal- /taial/ prefix same as ptyalo- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

ptyalin /'taialin/ noun an enzyme in saliva 
which cleanses the mouth and converts starch 
into sugar 

ptyalism /'tai3liz(a)m/ noun the production 
of an excessive amount of saliva 
ptyalith /'taialiG/ noun same as sialolith 
ptyalo- /taialau/ prefix referring to saliva 
ptyalography /.taia'kigrafi/ noun same as 
sialography 

pubertal /'pju:bat(a)l/, puberal /'pjutbarsl/ 
adjective referring to puberty 
puberty /'pjutbati/ noun 1 . the physical and 
psychological changes which take place when 
childhood ends and adolescence and sexual 
maturity begin and the sex glands become ac¬ 
tive 2. the time when these changes take place 
comment: Puberty starts at about the age of 
10 in girls, and slightly later in boys. 
pubes 1 /'pjutbitz/ noun the part of the body 
just above the groin, where the pubic bones are 
found 

pubes 2 /'pjutbitz/ plural of pubis 
pubescent /pjut'besant/ adjective reaching 
or having reached puberty 
pubic /'pjutbik/ adjective referring to the area 
near the genitals 

pubic bone /,pjutbik 'baun/ noun the bone 
in front of the pelvis. Also called pubis. See il¬ 
lustration at urogenital system (MALE) in Sup¬ 
plement 

pubic hair /,pjutbik 'hea/ noun tough hair 
growing in the genital region 
pubic louse /.pjutbik 'laus/ noun also 
called Pediculus pubis 
pubic symphysis /.pjutbik 'simfasis/ 
noun a piece of cartilage which joins the two 
sections of the pubic bone. Also called symph¬ 
ysis pubis 

COMMENT: In a pregnant woman, the pubic 
symphysis stretches to allow the pelvic girdle 
to expand so that there is room for the baby to 
pass through. 

pubiotomy /.pjuibi'Dtami/ noun a surgical 
operation to divide the pubic bone during la¬ 
bour, in order to make the pelvis wide enough 
for the child to be bom safely (NOTE: The plural 

is pubiotomies.) 

pubis /'pjutbis/ noun a bone forming the 
front part of the pelvis. See illustration at pel¬ 
vis in Supplement (note: The plural is pubes.) 
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public health /.pAblik 'hel0/ noun the study 
of illness, health and disease in the community 
public health laboratory service /.pAblik 
,hel0 l9'bDr3t(9)ri ,s3ivis/ noun in the UK, a 
former service of the NHS which detected, di¬ 
agnosed and monitored suspected cases of in¬ 
fectious disease in a countrywide network of 
laboratories. Abbr PHLS 
public health medicine /.pAblik ,hel0 
'med(o)s(o)n/ noun the branch of medicine 
concerned with health and disease in popula¬ 
tions, with the responsibilities of monitoring 
health, identification of health needs, develop¬ 
ment of policies which promote health and 
evaluation of health services 
public health nurse /.pAblik ,hel0 'n3is/ 
noun a nurse such as a school nurse, health vis¬ 
itor or other community nurse who monitors 
health and works to prevent illness in commu¬ 
nity situations 

public health physician /.pAblik ,hel0 fi 
'ziJ(o)n/ noun a consultant who has special 
training in public health medicine 
pudenda /pjui'dendo/ plural of pudendum 
pudendal /pju:'dend(o)l/ adjective referring 
to the pudendum 

pudendal block /pju:,dend(o)l 'blDk/ noun 
an operation to anaesthetise the pudendum 
during childbirth 

pudendum /pjui'dendom/ noun an external 
genital organ of a woman (note: The plural is 

pudenda.) 

puerpera /pju'3:p(3)ro/ noun a woman who 
has recently given birth, or is giving birth, and 
whose uterus is still distended (note: The plural 

is puerperae.) 

puerperal /pju'3:p(»r3l/ adjective 1. refer¬ 
ring to the puerperium 2. referring to childbirth 
3. occurring after childbirth 
puerperal infection /pju,3:p0)r3l in 
'fekjon/, puerperal fever /pju,3:p(9)rol 
'fiivo/ noun an infection of the uterus and gen¬ 
ital tract after the birth of a baby, which is more 
common in women who have had a caesarean 
section. It causes a high fever, and occasional¬ 
ly sepsis, which can be fatal and was common¬ 
ly so in the past. Also called postpartum fever 
puerperalism /pju'3:p(3)roliz(3)m/ noun 
an illness of a baby or its mother resulting 
from or associated with childbirth 
puerperal psychosis /pju,3:p(»r9l sai 
'kousis/ noun a psychiatric disorder that some 
women may experience in the first two weeks 
after giving birth 

puerperal sepsis /pju,3:p(>)r3l 'sepsis/ 
noun blood poisoning following childbirth, 
caused by infection of the placental site 
puerperium /.pjuio'pioriom/ noun a period 
of about six weeks which follows immediately 
after the birth of a child, during which the 
mother’s sexual organs recover from childbirth 


pulmonary vein 

puerperous /pju'3:pros/ adjective same as 

puerperal 

puke /pjuik/ verb same as vomit ( informal ) 
Pulex /'pjuileks/ noun a genus of human 
fleas 

pull /pul/ verb to make a muscle move in a 
wrong direction O He pulled a muscle in his 
back. □ to pull the plug to switch off life sup¬ 
port ( informal) ■ □ to pull yourself together 
to become calmer O Although he was very an¬ 
gry he soon pulled himself together. 
pulley /'puli/ noun a device with rings 
through which wires or cords pass, used in 
traction to make wires tense 
pull through /,pul '0ru:/ verb to recover 
from a serious illness ( informal ) O The doctor 
says she is strong and should pull through. 
pulmo- /'pAlmou/, pulmon- /'pAlmon/ prefix 
referring to the lungs 

pulmonale /.pAlmo'neili/1 cor pulmonale 

pulmonary /'pAlmon(o)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the lungs 

pulmonary artery /,pAlm9n(»ri 'aitori/ 
noun one of the two arteries which take deox- 
ygenated blood from the heart to the lungs for 
oxygenation. See illustration at heart in Sup¬ 
plement 

pulmonary circulation /,pAlm9n(»ri 
.ssikju'lei/^n/ noun the circulation of blood 
from the heart through the pulmonary arteries 
to the lungs for oxygenation and back to the 
heart through the pulmonary veins. Also called 
lesser circulation 

pulmonary embolism /.pAlmon^ri 

'emb9liz(o)m/ noun a blockage of a pulmo¬ 
nary artery by a blood clot. Abbr PE 
pulmonary hypertension /.pAlmonO^i 
.haipo'tenjon/ noun high blood pressure in 
the blood vessels supplying blood to the lungs 
pulmonary insufficiency / ( pAlmon(9)ri 
l mso'fiJ(3)nsi/, pulmonary incompetence / 
,pAlm3n(9)ri in'kDmpit(3)ns/ noun a condi¬ 
tion characterised by dilatation of the main 
pulmonary artery and stretching of the valve 
ring, due to pulmonary hypertension 
pulmonary oedema /.pAlmonO^i i 
'diimo/ noun the collection of fluid in the 
lungs, as occurs in left-sided heart failure 
pulmonary stenosis /,pAlm9n(»ri ste 
'nousis/ noun a condition in which the open¬ 
ing to the pulmonary artery in the right ventri¬ 
cle becomes narrow 

pulmonary tuberculosis /,pAlm9n(9)ri 
tju: ( b3:kjuTousis/ noun tuberculosis in the 
lungs, which makes the person lose weight, 
cough blood and have a fever 
pulmonary valve /'pAlm9n(9)ri vaslv/ noun 
a valve at the opening of the pulmonary artery 
pulmonary vein /'pAlm9n(9)ri vein/ noun 
one of the four veins which carry oxygenated 
blood from the lungs back to the left atrium of 
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pulmonectomy 

the heart. See illustration at heart in Supple¬ 
ment (note: The pulmonary veins are the only 
veins which carry oxygenated blood.) 
pulmonectomy /.pAlmo'nektomi/ noun 
same as pneumonectomy (note: The plural is 
pulmonectomies.) 

pulmonology /^Almon'Dlodji/ noun the 
branch of medicine that deals with the struc¬ 
ture, physiology and diseases of the lungs 
pulp /pAlp/ noun soft tissue, especially when 
surrounded by hard tissue as in the inside of a 
tooth 

pulp cavity /'PAlp .kseviti/ noun the central 
part of a tooth containing soft tissue 
pulpy /'pAlpi/ adjective made of pulp O the 
pulpy tissue inside a tooth 
pulsate /pAl'seit/ verb to expand and con¬ 
tract with a strong regular beat (note: pulsat¬ 
ing - pulsated) 

pulsation /pATseiJ(9)n/ noun the action of 
beating regularly, e.g. the visible pulse which 
can be seen under the skin in some parts of the 
body 

pulse /pAls/ noun the regular expansion and 
contraction of an artery caused by the heart 
pumping blood through the body, which can 
be felt with the fingers especially where an ar¬ 
tery is near the surface of the body, as in the 
wrist or neck O Her pulse is very irregular. □ 
to take or feel a person’s pulse to measure a 
person’s pulse rate by pressing on the skin 
above an artery with the fingers O Has the pa¬ 
tient's pulse been taken? 
comment: The standard adult pulse is about 
72 beats per minute, but it is higher in chil¬ 
dren. The pulse is usually taken by placing the 
fingers on the patient’s wrist, at the point 
where the radial artery passes through the de¬ 
pression just below the thumb, 
pulseless /'pAlslos/ adjective referring to a 
person who has no pulse because the heart is 
beating very weakly 

pulse oximetry /,pa1s Dk'simotri/ noun a 
method of measuring the oxygen content of ar¬ 
terial blood 

pulse point /'paIs point/ noun a place on the 
body where the pulse can be taken 
pulse pressure /'paIs ,preJo/ noun the dif¬ 
ference between the diastolic and systolic 
pressure. 0 Corrigan’s pulse 
pulse rate /'paIs reit/ noun the number of 
times the pulse beats per minute 
pulsus /'pAlsos/ noun same as pulse 
pulsus alternans /.paIsos 'oiltonasnz/ 
noun a pulse with a beat which is alternately 
strong and weak 

pulsus bigeminus /.pAlsos bai'geminos/ 
noun a double pulse, with an extra ectopic beat 
pulsus paradoxus /.pAlsos paero'doksos/ 
noun a condition in which there is a sharp fall 
in the pulse when the person breathes in 
pulvis /'pAlvis/ noun powder 


pump /pAmp/ noun a machine which forces 
liquids or air into or out of something ■ verb to 
force liquid or air along a tube O The heart 
pumps blood round the body. O The nurses 
tried to pump the poison out of the stomach. 
pumping chamber /'pAmpig .tjeimbo/ 
noun one of the sections of the heart where 
blood is pumped 

punch drunk syndrome /pAntJ 'drAgk 
.sindroum/ noun a condition affecting a per¬ 
son, usually a boxer, who has been hit on the 
head many times and develops impaired men¬ 
tal faculties, trembling limbs and speech disor¬ 
ders 

puncta /'pApkto/ plural of punctum 
puncta lacrimalia /.pAgkto laekri'meilio/ 
plural noun small openings at the corners of the 
eyes through which tears drain into the nose 
punctate /'pAgkteit/ adjective referring to 
tissue or a surface which has tiny spots, holes 
or dents in it 

punctum /'pAqktom/ noun a point (note: 
The plural is puncta.) 

puncture /'pArjktJo/ noun 1. a neat hole 
made by a sharp instrument 2. the making of a 
hole in an organ or swelling to take a sample of 
the contents or to remove fluid ■ verb to make 
a hole in tissue with a sharp instrument (note: 
puncturing - punctured) 
puncture wound /'pApktJo wuind/ noun a 
wound made by a sharp instrument which 
makes a hole in the tissue 
pupil /'pjuip(o)l/ noun the central opening in 
the iris of the eye, through which light enters 
the eye. See illustration at eye in Supplement 
pupillary /'pjuipilori/ adjective referring to 
the pupil 

pupillary reaction /.pjuipibri ri'askjon/ 
noun a reflex of the pupil of the eye which con¬ 
tracts when exposed to bright light. Also called 

light reflex 

purchaser /'p3:tjis3/ noun a body, usually a 
PCG, which commissions health care and 
manages the budget to pay for the service. i> 

provider 

pure /pjuo/ adjective 1. not mixed with other 
substances 2. very clean 
pure alcohol /,pjuo 'celkohol/ noun alcohol 
BP, alcohol with 5% water 
purgation /p3:'geiJ(o)n/ noun the use of a 
drug to cause a bowel movement 
purgative /'p3:gotiv/ noun a drug used to 
empty the bowels. £> laxative 
purge /p3id3/ verb to induce evacuation of 
the bowels (note: purging - purged) 
purified protein derivative /.pjuorifaid 
'proutiin di,riv9tiv/ noun a pure form of tu¬ 
berculin, used in tuberculin tests. Abbr PPD 
purify /'pjuorifai/ verb to make something 
pure (note: purifies - purifying - purified) 



335 


purine /'pjuariin/ noun 1 . a nitrogen-contain¬ 
ing substance derived from uric acid which is 
the parent compound of several biologically 
important substances 2. a derivative of purine, 
especially either of the bases adenine and gua¬ 
nine, which are found in RNA and DNA 
Purkinje cells /po'kindsi selz/ plural noun 
neurones in the cerebellar cortex [Described 
1837. After Johannes Evangelista Purkinje 
(1787-1869), Professor of Physiology at Bre¬ 
slau, now in Poland, and then Prague, Czech 
Republic.] 

Purkinje fibres /po'kmdji .faiboz/ plural 
noun a bundle of fibres which form the atriov¬ 
entricular bundle and pass from the atrioven¬ 
tricular node to the septum [Described 1839. 
After Johannes Evangelista Purkinje (1787— 
1869), Professor of Physiology at Breslau, now 
in Poland, and then Prague, Czech Republic.] 
Purkinje shift /po'kinds i f if t/ noun the 
change in colour sensitivity which takes place 
in the eye in low light when the eye starts using 
the rods in the retina because the light is too 
weak to stimulate the cones 
purpura /'p3:pjur3/ noun a purple colouring 
on the skin, similar to a bruise, caused by 
blood disease and not by trauma 
pursestring operation /,p3:sstrir) ,Dpo 
reij'lojn/ same as Shirodkar’s operation 
pursestring stitch /'p3isstru] stitJ7 noun 
same as Shirodkar suture 
purulent /'pjuorulont/ adjective containing 
or producing pus 

pus /pAS/ noun a yellow liquid composed of 
blood serum, pieces of dead tissue, white 
blood cells and the remains of bacteria, formed 
by the body in reaction to infection (NOTE: For 
other terms referring to pus, see words begin¬ 
ning with py- or pyo-.) 

pustular /'pAstjulo/ adjective 1 . covered with 
or composed of pustules 2. referring to pus¬ 
tules 

pustulate /'pAStjuleit/ verb to become cov¬ 
ered with pustules, or cause pustules to appear 
on the skin (note: pustulating - pustulated) ■ 
adjective covered with pustules 
pustule /'pAStjutl/ noun a small pimple filled 
with pus 

putrefaction ^pjuitri'faekjsn/ noun the de¬ 
composition of organic substances by bacteria, 
making an unpleasant smell 
putrefy /'pjuitrifai/ verb to rot or decompose 
(note: putrefies - putrefying - putrefied) 
put up /,put 'Ap/ verb to arrange something 
such as a drip (note: putting up - put up) 
p.V. adverb by way of the vagina. Full form 
per vaginam 

PVS abbr persistent vegetative state 

PWA /,pi: dAbljui 'ei/ noun a person with 

Aids 


pyloric 

py- /pai/, pyo- /paiau/ prefix same as pyo- 
(used before vowels) 

pyaemia /pai'iimia/ noun invasion of blood 
with bacteria which then multiply and form 
many little abscesses in various parts of the 
body (note: The US spelling is pyemia.) 
pyarthrosis /.paiat'Orsusis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a joint becomes infected with py¬ 
ogenic organisms and fills with pus. Also 
called acute suppurative arthritis 
pyel- /paiol/ prefix same as pyelo- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

pyelitis /,pai3Taitis/ noun inflammation of 
the central part of the kidney 
pyelo- /paiolou/ prefix referring to the pelvis 
of the kidney 

pyelocystitis /.paislsusi'staitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the pelvis of the kidney and the 
urinary bladder 

pyelogram /'paialsgrrem/ noun an X-ray 
photograph of a kidney and the urinary tract 
pyelography jpaio'lngrnfi/ noun X-ray ex¬ 
amination of a kidney after introduction of a 
contrast medium 

pyelolithotomy /.paiolooli'Ontomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a stone from the 
pelvis of the kidney (note: The plural is pyelo- 
lithotomies.) 

pyelonephritis ^paialauni'fraitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the kidney and the pelvis of the 
kidney 

pyeloplasty /'paislaplassti/ noun any surgi¬ 
cal operation on the pelvis of the kidney (NOTE: 
The plural is pyeloplasties.) 
pyelotomy /.paia'lDtsmi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make an opening in the pelvis of 
the kidney (note: The plural is pyelotomies.) 
pyemia /pai'iimio/ noun US same as pyaemia 
pykno- /piknou/ prefix indicating thickness or 
density 

pyknolepsy /'pikna.lepsi/ noun a former 
name for a type of frequent attack of petit mal 
epilepsy affecting children 
pyl- /pail/, pyle- /'paili/ prefix referring to the 
portal vein 

pylephlebitis /.pailifla'baitis/ noun throm¬ 
bosis of the portal vein 

pylethrombosis /jpailiOmm'boosis/ noun 
a condition in which blood clots are present in 
the portal vein or any of its branches 
pylor- /pai'loir/ prefix same as pyloro- ( used 
before vowels) 

pylorectomy jpailo'rektomi noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove the pylorus and the an¬ 
trum of the stomach (note: The plural is py- 

lorectomies.) 

pylori /paiToiri/ plural of pylorus 

pyloric /pai'lDrik/ adjective referring to the 

pylorus 



pyloric antrum 
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pyloric antrum /pai.lorik 'asntrom/ noun a 
space at the bottom of the stomach, before the 
pyloric sphincter 

pyloric orifice /pai.lorik 'orifis/ noun an 
opening where the stomach joins the duode¬ 
num 

pyloric sphincter /pai.lDrik 'sfirjkto/ noun 
a muscle which surrounds the pylorus, makes 
it contract and separates it from the duodenum 
pyloric stenosis /pai.lorik ste'nousis/ 
noun a blockage of the pylorus, which prevents 
food from passing from the stomach into the 
duodenum 

pyloro- /pai'birou/ prefix the pylorus 
pyloroplasty /pai'biroplaesti/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make the pylorus larger, some¬ 
times combined with treatment for peptic ul¬ 
cers (note: The plural is pyloroplasties.) 
pylorospasm /paiTo:r9spaez(o)m/ noun a 
muscle spasm which closes the pylorus so that 
food cannot pass through into the duodenum 
pylorotomy /.paib'rotomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut into the muscle surrounding 
the pylorus to relieve pyloric stenosis. Also 
called Ramstedt’s operation (note: The plural 
is pylorotomies.) 

pylorus /pai'biros/ noun an opening at the 
bottom of the stomach leading into the duode¬ 
num (note: The plural is pylori.) 
pyo- /paiou/ prefix referring to pus 
pyocele /'paiosiil/ noun an enlargement of a 
tube or cavity due to accumulation of pus 
pyocolpos /,pai9'kDlp9s/ noun an accumu¬ 
lation of pus in the vagina 
pyoderma /.paio'dsimo/ noun an eruption of 
pus in the skin 

pyoderma gangrenosum /.paiodsimo 
,g2epgn'n3US3m/ noun a serious ulcerating 
disease of the skin, especially the legs, usually 
treated with steroid drugs 
pyogenesis /,paio'd 3 enisis/ noun the pro¬ 
duction or formation of pus 
pyogenic /,pai3'd3emk/ adjective producing 
or forming pus 

pyometra ^paio'miitro/ noun an accumula¬ 
tion of pus in the uterus 
pyomyositis ^paioumaio'saitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of a muscle caused by staphyloco¬ 
cci or streptococci 

pyonephrosis ^paioum'frousis/ noun the 
distension of the kidney with pus 
pyopericarditis /.paiouperika: 'daitis/ 
noun an inflammation of the pericardium due 
to infection with staphylococci, streptococci 
or pneumococci 

pyopneumothorax /.paiou.njuimou 
'Ooirasks/ noun an accumulation of pus and 
gas or air in the pleural cavity 


pyorrhoea /,pai9'rb/ noun discharge of pus 
(note: The US spelling is pyorrhea.) 
pyorrhoea alveolaris /.paiorb .selvbu 
'lairis/ noun suppuration from the supporting 
tissues round the teeth 

pyosalpinx ^paio'saslpipks/ noun inflam¬ 
mation and formation of pus in a Fallopian 
tube 

pyothorax /.paio'Goiraeks/ noun same as 

empyema 

pyr- /pair/ prefix same as pyro- ( used before 
vowels) 

pyramid /'piromid/ noun a cone-shaped part 
of the body, especially a cone-shaped projec¬ 
tion on the surface of the medulla oblongata or 
in the medulla of the kidney. See illustration at 
kidney in Supplement 

pyramidal /pi'r2emid(3)l/ adjective referring 
to a pyramid 

pyramidal cell /pi'raemid(o)l sel/ noun a 
cone-shaped cell in the cerebral cortex 
pyramidal system /pi'r2emid(9)l 'sistom/, 
pyramidal tract /pi'raemid(o)l traekt/ noun a 
group of nerve fibres within the pyramid of the 
medulla oblongata in the brain. It is thought to 
be vital in controlling movement and speech, 
pyretic /pai'retik/ adjective referring to fever 
■ noun an agent that causes fever 
pyrexia /pai'reksb/ noun same as fever 
pyrexic /pai'reksik/ adjective having fever 
pyridostigmine /.piridou'stigmiin/ noun a 
drug which stops or delays the action of the en¬ 
zyme cholinesterase, used to treat myasthenia 
gravis 

pyridoxine /,piri'dDksin/ noun same as Vita¬ 
min B 6 

pyrimidine /pi'rimidiin/ noun 1 . a strong¬ 
smelling nitrogenous based compound with a 
six-sided ring structure that is the parent com¬ 
pound of several biologically important sub¬ 
stances 2 . a derivative of pyrimidine, especial¬ 
ly any of the bases cytosine, thymine, and 
uracil which are found in RNA and DNA 
pyro- /pairou/ prefix burning or fever 
pyrogen /'pairod 3 en/ noun a substance 
which causes a fever 

pyrogenic /,pair9'd3enik/ adjective causing 
a fever 

pyromania /.pairou'meinb/ noun an uncon¬ 
trollable desire to start fires 
pyrophobia /.pairou'foubb/ noun an unusu¬ 
al fear of fire 

pyruvic acid /pai.ruivik 'sesid/ noun a sub¬ 
stance formed from glycogen in the muscles 
when it is broken down to release energy 
pyuria /pai'juorb/ noun pus in the urine 



q.d.S. adverb (written on prescriptions) to be 
taken four times a day. Full form quater in die 
sumendus 

Q fever /'kju: ,fiiV3/ noun an infectious rick¬ 
ettsial disease of sheep and cows caused by 
Coxiella burnetti transmitted to humans 
COMMENT: Q fever mainly affects farm workers 
and workers in the meat industry. The symp¬ 
toms are fever, cough and headaches, 
q.i.d. adverb (written on prescriptions) four 
times a day. Full form quater in die 
q.l. adverb (written on prescriptions) as much as 
you like. Full form quantum libet 
q.m. adverb (written on prescriptions) every 
morning. Full form quaque mane 
q.n. adverb (written on prescriptions) every 
night. Full form quaque node 
QRS complex /,kju: a:r 'es ,kDmpleks/ 
noun the deflections on an electrocardiogram, 
labelled Q, R, and S. which show ventricular 
contraction. 0 PQRST complex 
q.S. adverb (written on prescriptions) as much 
as necessary. Full form quantum sufficiat 
Q-T interval /,kju: 'ti: ,mt3v(3)l/, Q-S2 in¬ 
terval /,kju: es 'tu: ,int3v(3)l/ noun the 
length of the QRS complex in an electrocardi¬ 
ogram. i> PQRST complex 
quad /kwDd/ noun same as quadruplet 
(informal) 

quadrant /'kwDdrsnt/ noun one of four sec¬ 
tors of the body thought of as being divided by 
the sagittal plane and the intertubercular plane 
O tenderness in the right lower quadrant 
quadrantanopia /.kwDdraenta'nsupia/ 
noun blindness in a quarter of the field of vi¬ 
sion 

quadrate lobe /'kwDdreit lsub/ noun a lobe 
on the lower side of the liver 
quadratus /kwD'dreitas/ noun any muscle 
with four sides 

quadratus femoris /kwo.dreitss 
lemons/ noun a muscle at the top of the fe¬ 
mur which rotates the thigh 
quadri- /kwDdri/ prefix four 
quadriceps /'kwDdriseps/, quadriceps 
femoris /,kwDdriseps 'femDris/ noun a large 


muscle in the front of the thigh, which extends 
to the leg 

comment: The quadriceps femoris is divided 
into four parts: the rectus femoris, vastus lat¬ 
eralis, vastus medialis and vastus intermedi- 
us. It is the sensory receptors in the quadri¬ 
ceps which react to give a knee jerk when the 
patellar tendon is tapped, 
quadriplegia /,kwDdrfipli:d33/ noun paral¬ 
ysis of all four limbs, both arms and both legs 
quadriplegic /,kwDdri'pli:d 3 ik/ adjective 
paralysed in both arms and both legs ■ noun a 
person paralysed in both arms and both legs 
quadruple /'kwDdrup(3)l/ adjective 1 . con¬ 
sisting of four times as much 2. having four 
parts 

quadruplet /'kwDdruptat/ noun one of four 
babies born to a mother at the same time. Also 
called quad 

quadruple vaccine /,kwDdrup(3)l 

'vaeksitn/ noun a vaccine which immunises 
against four diseases, diphtheria, whooping 
cough, poliomyelitis and tetanus 
quadrupod /'kwDdrupDd/ noun a walking 
stick which ends in four little legs 
qualification jkwnlifi'kciJYojn/ noun 1 . a 
quality which makes a person suitable to do 
something 2. an official recognition of a stand¬ 
ard of achievement, e.g. a degree or diploma O 
She has a qualification in pharmacy. O Are his 
qualifications recognised in Great Britain? 
qualify /'kwDlifai/ verb 1. to make a person 
suitable to do something 2. to pass a course of 
study and be accepted as being able to practise 
O He qualified as a doctor two years ago. 
(note: [all senses] qualifies - qualifying - 
qualified) 

qualitative /'kwDlitativ/ adjective referring 
to a study in which descriptive information is 
collected. Compare quantitative 
quality /'kwDliti/ noun 1 . a characteristic of 
somebody or something 2. the general stand¬ 
ard or grade of something 3. the highest or fin¬ 
est standard 

quality assurance /'kwDliti sjuarans/ 
noun a set of criteria which are designed to 
check that people in an organisation maintain 
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quality circle 

a high standard in the products or services they 
supply 

quality circle /'kwDtati ,s3:k(o)l/ noun a 
group of employees from different levels of an 
organisation who meet regularly to discuss 
ways of improving the quality of its products 
or services 

Qualpacs /'kwDlpseks/, Quality Patient 
Care Scale /,kwDliti ,peiJ(o)nt 'keo skeil/ 
noun a method which guides nurses to evaluate 
their activity in terms of efficiency of cost, 
time, use of skill level and workload 
quantitative /'kwnntitotiv/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a study in which numerical information 
is collected. Compare qualitative 
quantitative digital radiography /,kwDn 
titotiv ,did3it(3)l reidi'Dgrofi/ noun the use 
of digital X-ray scans to find out whether a 
person has a bone disease such as osteoporo¬ 
sis. The levels of calcium in the bones are 
measured, usually in the spine and hip. 
quarantine /'kwDrontiin/ noun 1. the situa¬ 
tion in which a person, animal or ship just ar¬ 
rived in a country is kept isolated in case it car¬ 
ries a serious disease, to allow the disease time 
to develop and be detected 2. the period of 
such isolation to prevent the spread of disease 
O six months’ quarantine ■ verb to put a per¬ 
son or animal in quarantine (note: quarantin¬ 
ing - quarantined) 

comment: People who are suspected of hav¬ 
ing an infectious disease can be kept in quar¬ 
antine for a period which varies according to 
the incubation period of the disease. The main 
diseases concerned are cholera, yellow fever 
and typhus. 

quartan /'kwo:t(o)n/ adjective referring to a 
fever which occurs every fourth day, e.g. in 
some types of malaria 

quartan fever /'kwo:t(o)n ,fiivo/ noun a 
form of malaria caused by Plasmodium malar- 
iae in which the fever returns every four days. 

[> tertian fever 

queasiness /'kwiizinos/ noun the feeling of 
being about to vomit 

queasy /'kwiizi/ adjective feeling as though 
about to vomit 

Queckenstedt test /'kwekonsted test/ 
noun a test done during a lumbar puncture in 
which pressure is applied to the jugular veins 
to see if the cerebrospinal fluid is flowing cor¬ 
rectly [Described 1916. After Hans Heinrich 
George Queckenstedt (1876-1918), German 
physician.] 


quickening /'kwikniq/ noun the first sign of 
life in an unborn baby, usually after about four 
months of pregnancy, when the mother can 
feel it moving in her uterus 
Quick test /'kwik test/, Quick’s test noun a 
test to identify the clotting factors in a blood 
sample [Described 1932. After Armand James 
Quick (1894-1978), Professor of Biochemistry, 
Marquette University, USA.] 
quiescent /kwi'es(o)nt/ adjective referring 
to a disease with symptoms reduced either by 
treatment or in the usual course of the disease 
quin /kwin/ noun same as quintuplet 
(informal ) (note: The US term is quint.) 
quinine /kwi'niin/ noun an alkaloid drug 
made from the bark of cinchona, a South 
American tree 

comment: Quinine was formerly used to treat 
the fever symptoms of malaria, but is not often 
used now because of its side-effects. Small 
amounts of quinine have a tonic effect and are 
used in tonic water. 

quinine poisoning /kwi'niin 
iPOizCojnig/, quininism /'kwiniiniz(3)m/, 
quinism /'kwiniz(3)m/ noun an illness 
caused by taking too much quinine, leading to 
dizziness and noises in the head 
quinolone /kwino'bun/ noun a drug used to 
treat Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacte¬ 
rial infections of the respiratory and urinary 
tracts and of the gastro-intestinal system 
(note: Quinolone drugs have names ending in - 
oxacin: ciprofloxacin) 
comment: Contraindications include use in 
pregnancy, renal disease and for use in chil¬ 
dren. 

quinsy /'kwinzi/ noun acute throat inflam¬ 
mation with an abscess round a tonsil. Also 
called peritonsillar abscess 
quint /kwint/ noun US same as quintuplet 
quintan /'kwinton/ adjective referring to a fe¬ 
ver that occurs every fifth day 
quintuplet /'kwintjuplot/ noun one of five 
babies bom to a mother at the same time. Also 
called quin, quint 

quotidian /kwou'tidion/ adjective recurring 
daily 

quotidian fever /kwou.tidion 'fiivo/ noun a 
violent form of malaria in which the fever re¬ 
turns at daily or even shorter intervals 
quotient /'kwouJ(o)nt/ noun the result when 
one number is divided by another 
Q wave /'kju: weiv/ noun a negative deflec¬ 
tion at the start of the QRS complex on an elec¬ 
trocardiogram, going downwards 



R symbol roentgen 

R/ abbreviation prescription. Full form recipe 
rabbit fever /'rrebit fi:vo/ noun same as tu¬ 
laraemia 

rabid /'raebid/ adjective referring to rabies, or 
affected by rabies O She was bitten by a rabid 
dog. 

rabid encephalitis /.rrebid en.kefs'laitis/ 
noun a fatal form of encephalitis resulting 
from the bite of a rabid animal 
rabies /'reibitz/ noun a frequently fatal viral 
disease transmitted to humans by infected ani¬ 
mals O The hospital ordered a batch of rabies 
vaccine. Also called hydrophobia 
comment: Rabies affects the mental balance, 
and the symptoms include difficulty in breath¬ 
ing or swallowing and an intense fear of water 
(hydrophobia) to the point of causing convul¬ 
sions at the sight of water, 
racemose /'rtesimous/ adjective referring to 
glands which look like a bunch of grapes 
rachi- /reiki/ prefix same as rachio- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

rachianaesthesia /.reikiaenos'Giizio/ same 
as spinal anaesthesia (note: The US spelling is 

rachianesthesia.) 

rachio- /reikisu/ prefix referring to the spine 
rachiotomy /.reiki'otsmi/ noun same as 

laminectomy (note: The plural is rachioto- 
mies.) 

rachis /'reikis/ noun same as backbone 
(note: The plural is rachises or rachides.) 
rachischisis /rei'kiskisis/ noun same as 

spina bifida 

rachitic /rs'kitik/ adjective referring to rick¬ 
ets 

rachitis /ra'kaitis/ noun same as rickets 
rad /rted/ noun a unit of measurement of ab¬ 
sorbed radiation dose. 0 becquerel, gray 
(note: Gray is now used to mean one hundred 
rads.) 

radial /'reidial/ adjective 1 . referring to some¬ 
thing which branches 2. referring to the radius 
bone in the arm 

radial artery /'reidiol aitari/ noun an artery 
which branches from the brachial artery, run¬ 


ning near the radius, from the elbow to the 
palm of the hand 

radial nerve /'reidisl n3tv/ noun the main 
motor nerve in the arm. running down the back 
of the upper arm and the outer side of the fore¬ 
arm 

radial pulse /'reidisl paIs/ noun the main 
pulse in the wrist, taken near the outer edge of 
the forearm just above the wrist 
radial recurrent /.reidisl ri'kArsnt/ noun 
an artery in the arm which forms a loop beside 
the brachial artery 

radial reflex /.reidisl 'ritfleks/ noun a jerk 
made by the forearm when the insertion in the 
radius of one of the muscles, the brachioradia- 
lis, is hit 

radiate /'reidieit/ verb 1 . to spread out in all 
directions from a central point O The pain ra¬ 
diates from the site of the infection. 2. to send 
out rays O Heat radiates from the body, (note: 

radiating - radiated) 

radiation /,reidi'eij(3)n/ noun waves of en¬ 
ergy which are given off by some substances, 
especially radioactive substances 
COMMENT: Prolonged exposure to many types 
of radiation can be harmful. Nuclear radiation 
is the most obvious, but exposure to X-rays, 
either as a patient being treated or as a radi¬ 
ographer, can cause radiation sickness. First 
symptoms of the sickness are diarrhoea and 
vomiting, but radiation exposure can also be 
followed by skin burns and loss of hair. Mas¬ 
sive exposure to radiation can kill quickly, and 
any person exposed to radiation is more likely 
to develop certain types of cancer than other 
members of the population, 
radiation burn /,reidi'eij(3)n b3tn/ noun a 
burn on the skin caused by exposure to large 
amounts of radiation 

radiation enteritis /,reidieij(3)n ,ent3 
'raitis/ noun enteritis caused by X-rays 
radiation sickness /.reidi'eijfsjn .siknss/ 
noun an illness caused by exposure to radiation 
from radioactive substances 
radiation treatment /.reidi'eijfsjn 
,tri:tm3nt/ noun same as radiotherapy 
radical /'raedik(3)l/ adjective 1. aiming to 
deal with the root of a problem, taking thor¬ 
ough action to remove the source of a disease 
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radical mastectomy 

rather than treat its symptoms 2. referring to an 
operation which removes the whole of a part or 
of an organ, together with its lymph system 
and other tissue 

radical mastectomy /,raedik(o)l mas 
'stektomi/ noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
move a breast and the lymph nodes and mus¬ 
cles associated with it 

radical mastoidectomy /,raedik(o)l 
masstoi'dektomi/ noun a surgical operation to 
remove all of the mastoid process 
radical treatment /,rasdik(o)l 'triitmont/ 
noun treatment which aims at complete eradi¬ 
cation of a disease 

radicle /'raedik(o)l/ noun 1 . a small root or 
vein 2. a tiny fibre which forms the root of a 
nerve 

radicular /ro'dikjulo/ adjective referring to a 
radicle 

radiculitis /ro.dikju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a radicle of a cranial or spinal nerve 
radio- /reidiou/ prefix 1 . referring to radiation 
2. referring to radioactive substances 3. refer¬ 
ring to the radius in the arm 
radioactive /.reidiou'asktiv/ adjective with a 
nucleus which disintegrates and gives off ener¬ 
gy in the form of radiation which can pass 
through other substances 
comment: The commonest naturally radioac¬ 
tive substances are radium and uranium. Oth¬ 
er substances can be made radioactive for 
medical purposes by making their nuclei un¬ 
stable, so forming radioactive isotopes. Radi¬ 
oactive iodine is used to treat conditions such 
as thyrotoxicosis. Radioactive isotopes of var¬ 
ious chemicals are used to check the function¬ 
ing of, or disease in, internal organs, 
radioactive isotope /.reidiousektiv 
'aisotoup/ noun an isotope which sends out 
radiation, used in radiotherapy and scanning 
radioactivity /.reidiouask'tiviti/ noun ener¬ 
gy in the form of radiation emitted by a radio¬ 
active substance 

radiobiologist /.reidioubaTolodsist/ noun 
a doctor who specialises in radiobiology 
radiobiology /.reidioubaTolodsi/ noun the 
scientific study of radiation and its effects on 
living things 

radiocarpal joint /reidiou'ka:p(9)l d 30 int/ 
noun the joint where the radius articulates with 
the scaphoid, one of the carpal bones. Also 
called wrist joint 

radiodermatitis /.reidiou.daimo'taitis/ 
noun inflammation of the skin caused by expo¬ 
sure to radiation 

radiodiagnosis /.reidioudaiog'nousis/ 
noun an X-ray diagnosis 
radiograph /'reidiograif/ noun an image 
produced on film or another sensitive surface 
when radiation such as X-rays or gamma rays 
passes through an object ■ verb to make a ra¬ 
diograph of something, especially a part of the 
body 


radiographer /.reidi'ogrofo/ noun 1 . a per¬ 
son specially trained to operate a machine to 
take X-ray photographs or radiographs. Also 
called diagnostic radiographer 2. a person 
specially trained to use X-rays or radioactive 
isotopes in the treatment of patients. Also 
called therapeutic radiographer 
radiography /.reidi'ogrofi/ noun the work 
of examining the internal parts of the body by 
taking X-ray photographs 
radioimmunoassay /.reidiou.imjunou 
'cesei/ noun the use of radioactive tracers to in¬ 
vestigate the presence of antibodies in blood 
samples, in order to measure the antibodies 
themselves or the amount of particular sub¬ 
stances, such as hormones, in the blood 
radioisotope /.reidiou'aisotoup/ noun an 
isotope of a chemical element which is radio¬ 
active 

comment: Radioisotopes are used in medi¬ 
cine to provide radiation for radiation treat¬ 
ment. Radioactive isotopes of various chemi¬ 
cals are used to check the way organs func¬ 
tion or if they are diseased: for example, 
radioisotopes of iodine are used to investigate 
thyroid activity. 

radiologist /,reidTDlod 3 ist/ noun a doctor 
who specialises in radiology 
radiology /,reidi'Dl9d3i/ noun the use of ra¬ 
diation to diagnose disorders, e.g. through the 
use of X-rays or radioactive tracers, or to treat 
diseases such as cancer 
radiomimetic /.reidioumi'metik/ adjective 
referring to a drug or chemical which produces 
similar effects to those of radiation, e.g. the ni¬ 
trogen mustard group of chemicals used in 
chemotherapy 

radionuclide /.reidiou'njuiklaid/ noun an 
element which gives out radiation 
radionuclide scan /.reidiou'njuiklaid 
,sksen/ noun a scan, especially of the brain, 
where radionuclides are put in compounds 
which are concentrated in particular parts of 
the body 

radio-opaque /.reidiou ou'peik/ adjective 
absorbing and blocking radiant energy, e.g. X- 
rays 

comment: Radio-opaque substances appear 
light or white on X-rays and are used to make 
it easier to have clear radiographs of certain 
organs. 

radio-opaque dye /.reidiou ou.peik 'dai/ 
noun a liquid which appears on an X-ray, and 
which is introduced into soft organs such as 
the kidney so that they show up clearly on an 
X-ray photograph 

radiopaque /.reidiou'peik/ adjective same 

as radio-opaque 

radiopharmaceutical /.reidiou.faimo 
'su:tik(o)l/ noun a radioisotope used in medi¬ 
cal diagnosis or treatment 
radio pill /'reidiou pil/ noun a tablet with a 
tiny radio transmitter 
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ratio 


comment: The person swallows the pill and as 
it passes through the body it gives off informa¬ 
tion about the digestive system, 
radioscopy /.reidi'Dskopi/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of an X-ray photograph on a fluorescent 
screen 

radiosensitive ^reidiou'sensitiv/ adjective 
referring to a cancer cell which is sensitive to 
radiation and can be treated by radiotherapy 
radiosensitivity /.reidiousenso'tiviti/ 
noun sensitivity of a cell to radiation 
radiotherapist /.reidiou'Oeropist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in radiotherapy 
radiotherapy /.reidiou'Geropi/ noun the 
treatment of diseases by exposing the affected 
part to radioactive rays such as X-rays or gam¬ 
ma rays 

comment: Many forms of cancer can be treat¬ 
ed by directing radiation at the diseased part 
of the body. 

radium /'reidiom/ noun a radioactive metallic 
element (note: The chemical symbol is Ra.) 
radius /'reidios/ noun the shorter and outer of 
the two bones in the forearm between the el¬ 
bow and the wrist. See illustration at hand in 
Supplement (note: The plural is radii. The other 
bone in the forearm is the ulna.) 
radix /'reidiks/ noun same as root (note: The 
plural is radices or radixes.) 
radon /'reidDn/ noun a radioactive gas, 
formed from the radioactive decay of radium, 
and used in capsules called radon seeds to treat 
cancers inside the body (note: The chemical 
symbol is Rn.) 

comment: Radon occurs naturally in soil, in 
construction materials and even in ground wa¬ 
ter. It can seep into houses and causes radia¬ 
tion sickness. 

raise /reiz/ verb 1. to lift something O Lie 
with your legs raised above the level of your 
head. 2. to increase something O Anaemia 
causes a raised level of white blood cells in the 
body. 

rale /rail/ noun same as crepitation 
rally /'raeli/ verb to recover after a period of ill¬ 
ness ■ noun a sudden recovery after a period 
of illness 

Ramstedt’s operation /'raimstets Dpo 
,reiJ(o)n/ noun same as pylorotomy [De¬ 
scribed 1912. After Wilhelm Conrad Ramstedt 
(1867-1963), German surgeon.] 
ramus /'reimos/ noun 1 . a branch of a nerve, 
artery or vein 2. the ascending part on each 
side of the mandible (note: The plural is rami.) 
R & D /,a:r on 'di:/ abbr research and devel¬ 
opment 

randomised /'rsendomaizd/, randomized 

adjective involving subjects which have been 
selected without a prearranged plan and in no 
particular pattern or order 
range /reind 3 / noun 1 . a series of different 
but similar things O The drug offers protection 
against a wide range of diseases. O Doctors 


have a range of drugs which can be used to 
treat arthritis. 2. the difference between lowest 
and highest values in a series of data 
ranitidine /rse'mtidiin/ noun a drug which 
reduces the amount of acid released by the 
stomach. It is used to treat peptic ulcers and 
gastritis. 

ranula /'rasnjulo/ noun a small cyst under the 
tongue, on the floor of the mouth, which forms 
when a salivary duct is blocked 
Ranvier /'rainvi.ei/ » node of Ranvier 
rape /reip/ noun the crime of forcing some¬ 
body to have sexual intercourse ■ verb to force 
somebody to have sexual intercourse 
raphe /'reifi/ noun a long thin fold which 
looks like a seam, along a midline such as on 
the dorsal face of the tongue 
rapid /'raspid/ adjective fast 
rapid-acting /,raspid 'asktirj/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a drug or treatment which has an effect 
very quickly 

rapid eye movement sleep /.raspid ai 
'muivmont ship/ noun same as REM sleep 
rapport /ras'po:/ noun an emotional bond or 
friendly relationship between people O a psy¬ 
chiatrist who quickly establishes a rapport 
with his patients 

rare /reo/ adjective referring to something 
such as a disease of which there are very few 
cases O He is suffering from a rare blood dis¬ 
order. 

rarefaction /.reon'faskjon/ noun a condition 
in which bone tissue becomes more porous 
and less dense because of a lack of calcium 
rarefy /'reorifai/ verb 1. (of bones) to become 
less dense 2. to make something less dense 
rash /rseJV noun a mass of small spots which 
stays on the skin for a period of time, and then 
disappears □ to break out in a rash to have a 
rash which starts suddenly O She had a high 
temperature and then broke out in a rash. 
comment: Many common diseases such as 
chickenpox and measles have a characteris¬ 
tic rash as their main symptom. Rashes can 
be very irritating, but the itching can be re¬ 
lieved by applying calamine lotion, 
raspatory /'r£esp9t(9)ri/ noun a surgical in¬ 
strument like a file, which is used to scrape the 
surface of a bone 

ratbite fever /■ rsetbait ,fiivo/, ratbite dis¬ 
ease /'rzetbait di,zi:z/ noun fever caused by 
either of two bacteria Spirillum minor or 
Streptobacillus moniliformis and transmitted 
to humans by rats 

rate /reit/ noun 1 . the amount or proportion of 
something compared with something else 2. 
the number of times something happens in a 
set time O The heart was beating at a rate of 
only 59 per minute. 

ratio /'reijiou/ noun a number which shows a 
proportion or which is the result of one 
number divided by another O An IQ is the ratio 



rattle 


342 


of the person’s mental age to his or her chron¬ 
ological age. 

rattle /'raet(9)l/ noun a harsh noise made in 
the throat, caused by a blockage to breathing 
and heard especially near death 
Rauwolfia /roi'wulfio/ noun a tranquillising 
drug extracted from the plant Rauwolfia ser¬ 
pentine, sometimes used to treat high blood 
pressure 

raw /roil adjective 1. not cooked 2. sensitive O 
The scab came off leaving the raw wound ex¬ 
posed to the air. 3. referring to skin scraped or 
partly removed 

ray /rei/ noun a line of light, radiation or heat 
Raynaud’s disease /'reinouz di,zi:z/, Ray¬ 
naud’s phenomenon /'reinouz fi.nDminon/ 
noun a condition with various possible causes 
in which the blood supply to the fingers and 
toes is restricted and they become cold, white 
and numb. Also called dead man’s fingers, va¬ 
sospasm [Described 1862. After Maurice Ray¬ 
naud (1834-81), French physician.] 

RBC abbr red blood cell 
RCGP abbr Royal College of General Practi¬ 
tioners 

RCN abbr Royal College of Nursing 
RCOG abbr Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists 
RCP abbr Royal College of Physicians 
RCPsych /,a: si: 'saik/ abbr Royal College 
of Psychiatrists 

RCS abbr Royal College of Surgeons 
RCT abbr randomised controlled trial 
reabsorb /.riiob'zoib/ verb to absorb or take 
up something again O Glucose is reabsorbed 
by the tubules in the kidney. 
reabsorption /.riiob'zoipJXojn/ noun the 
process of being reabsorbed O Some substanc¬ 
es which are filtered into the tubules of the kid¬ 
ney, then pass into the bloodstream by tubular 
reabsorption. 

reach /riitJV noun 1. the distance which one 
can stretch to get hold of or touch something O 
Medicines should be kept out of the reach of 
children. 2. the distance which one can travel 
easily O The hospital is in easy reach of the 
railway station. ■ verb to arrive at a point O 
The infection has reached the lungs. 
react /ri'aekt/ verb 1. □ to react to something 
to act because of something else, to act in re¬ 
sponse to something O The tissues reacted to 
the cortisone injection. O The patient reacted 
badly to the penicillin. O She reacted positive¬ 
ly to the Widal test. 2. □ to react with some¬ 
thing {of a chemical substance) to change be¬ 
cause of the presence of another substance 
reaction /ri'aekjon/ noun 1. an action which 
takes place as a direct result of something 
which has happened earlier O A rash appeared 
as a reaction to the penicillin injection. 2. an 
effect produced by a stimulus O The patient 


experienced an allergic reaction to oranges. 3. 
the particular response of someone to a test 
reactionary /ri'£ekj9n(9)ri/ adjective same 

as reactive 

reactionary haemorrhage /ri.askJonCojri 
'hem(3)rid3/ noun bleeding which follows an 
operation 

reactivate /ri'sektiveit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing active again O His general physical 
weakness has reactivated the dormant virus. 
reactive /ri'asktiv/ adjective taking place as a 
reaction to something else 
reactive arthritis /ri.sektiv ai'Braitis/ noun 
arthritis caused by a reaction to something 
reactive hyperaemia /ri.sektiv .haipor 
'i:mio/ noun congestion of blood vessels after 
an occlusion has been removed 
reading /'riidig/ noun a note taken of figures, 
especially of degrees on a scale O The sphyg¬ 
momanometer gave a diastolic reading of 70. 
reagent /ri'eid39nt/ noun a chemical sub¬ 
stance which reacts with another substance, 
especially one which is used to detect the pres¬ 
ence of the second substance 
reagin /'ri9d3in/ noun an antibody which re¬ 
acts against an allergen 
real-time imaging /,riol taim 'imid3ig/ 
noun the use of ultrasound information to pro¬ 
duce a series of images of a process or chang¬ 
ing object almost instantly 
reappear /.riio'pio/ verb to appear again 
rear /rio/, rear end /rio end/ noun same as 
buttock {informal) 

reason /'ri:z(o)n/ noun 1 . something which 
explains why something happens O What was 
the reason for the sudden drop in the patient’s 
pulse rate? 2. the fact of being mentally stable 
O Her reason was beginning to fail. 
reassurance /.riio'Juorons/ noun an act of 
reassuring 

reassure /.riio'Juo/ verb to calm someone 
who is worried and give them hope O The doc¬ 
tor reassured her that the drug had no un¬ 
pleasant side-effects. O He reassured the old 
lady that she should be able to walk again in a 
few weeks. 

Reaven’s Syndrome /'riivonz .sindroum/ 
noun a clinical syndrome characterised by 
Type 2 diabetes, abdominal obesity, hyperten¬ 
sion and dyslipidaemia. Insulin resistance may 
be a key factor. [Described 1988. After Gerald 
Reaven, US physician.] 

rebore /'riibo:/ noun same as endarterecto¬ 
my {informal) 

rebuild /rii'bild/ verb to make good again a 
damaged structure or part of the body O After 
the accident, she had several operations to re¬ 
build her pelvis. 

recalcitrant /ri'kaslsitront/ adjective not re¬ 
sponding to treatment O a recalcitrant condi¬ 
tion 
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recall /ri'koil/ noun the act of remembering 
something from the past ■ verb to remember 
something which happened in the past 
recanalisation /ri: l kaen9lai'zeiJ'(o)n/, reca¬ 
nalization noun surgery to unblock a vessel 
within the body or reconnect a tube or duct 
receive /ri'siiv/ verb to get something, espe¬ 
cially a transplanted organ O She received six 
pints of blood in a transfusion. O He received 
a new kidney from his brother. 
receptaculum /riisep'taekjulom/ noun part 
of a tube which is expanded to form a sac 
receptor /ri'septo/, receptor cell /ri'septo 
sel/ noun a nerve ending or cell which senses a 
change such as cold or heat in the surrounding 
environment or in the body and reacts to it by 
sending an impulse to the central nervous sys¬ 
tem 

recess /ri'ses/ noun a hollow part in an organ 
recessive /ri'sesiv/ adjective {of an allele) 
having the characteristic that leads to the trait 
which it controls being suppressed by the pres¬ 
ence of the corresponding dominant allele. 
Compare dominant 

comment: Since each physical characteristic 
is governed by two genes, if one is dominant 
and the other recessive, the resulting trait will 
be that of the dominant gene. Traits governed 
by recessive genes will appear if both genes 
are recessive. 

recipient /ri'sipiont/ noun a person who re¬ 
ceives something such as a transplant or a 
blood transfusion from a donor 
‘...bone marrow from donors has to be carefully 
matched with the recipient or graft-versus-host dis¬ 
ease will ensue’ [Hospital Update ] 

recognise /'rekognaiz/, recognize verb 1 . to 
see or sense something or someone and re¬ 
member it from an earlier occasion O She did 
not recognise her mother. 2. to approve of 
something officially O The diploma is recog¬ 
nised by the Department of Health. 
recombinant DNA /r^kDmbinont di: en 
'ei/ noun DNA extracted from two or more dif¬ 
ferent sources and joined together to form a 
single molecule or fragment. This technology 
is used to produce molecules and organisms 
with new properties. 

recommend /.reko'mend/ verb to suggest 
that it would be a good thing if someone did 
something O The doctor recommended that 
she should stay in bed. O I would recommend 
following a diet to try to lose some weight. 
reconstruct /.riikon'strAkt/ verb to repair 
and rebuild a damaged part of the body 
reconstruction /.riikon'strAkJon/ noun the 
process of repairing and rebuilding a damaged 
part of the body 

reconstructive surgery /.riikonstrAktiv 
'S3:d39ri/ noun surgery which rebuilds a dam¬ 
aged part of the body. 0 plastic surgery 


record /'rekoid/ verb /ri'koid/ to note infor¬ 
mation O The chart records the variations in 
the patient's blood pressure. O You must take 
the patient’s temperature every hour and 
record it in this book. ■ noun a piece of infor¬ 
mation about something 
comment: Patients now have a legal right to 
have access to their medical records, 
recover /ri'kAva/ verb 1 . to get better after an 
illness, operation or accident O She recovered 
from her concussion in a few days. O It will 
take him weeks to recover from the accident. 
(note: You recover from an illness.) 2. to get 
back something which has been lost O Will he 
ever recover the use of his legs? O She recov¬ 
ered her eyesight even though the doctors had 
thought she would be permanently blind. 
recovery /ri'kAv(9)ri/ noun the process of re¬ 
turning to health after being ill or injured □ he 
is well on the way to recovery he is getting 
better □ she made only a partial recovery she 
is better, but is not completely well □ she has 
made a complete or splendid recovery she is 
completely well 

recovery position /ri'kAvori p9,ziJ(o)n/ 
noun a position in which someone is lying face 
downwards, with one knee and one arm bent 
forwards and the face turned to one side 
comment: It is called the recovery position be¬ 
cause it is recommended for accident victims 
or for people who are suddenly ill, while wait¬ 
ing for an ambulance to arrive. The position 
prevents the person from swallowing and 
choking on blood or vomit, 
recovery room /ri'kAv(3)ri ru:m/ noun a 
room in a hospital where patients are cared for 
after they have had a surgical operation and are 
recovering from the effects of the anaesthetic. 
Abbr RR 

recreational drug /.rekri'eiJXojnCo)! drAg/ 
noun a drug that is taken for pleasure rather 
than because of medical need 
recrudescence /,ri:kru: 'des(o)ns/ noun the 
reappearance of symptoms of a disease which 
seemed to have got better 
recrudescent /,ri:kru:'des(3)nt/ adjective 
referring to a symptom which has reappeared 
recruit /ri'kruit/ verb to get people to join the 
staff or a group O We are trying to recruit more 
nursing staff. 

‘...patients presenting with symptoms of urinary 
tract infection were recruited in a general practice 
surgery’ [Journal of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners ] 

rect- /rekt/ prefix same as recto- {used before 
vowels) 

recta /'rekto/ plural of rectum 
rectal /'rekt(o)l/ adjective referring to the rec¬ 
tum 

rectal fissure /,rekt(o)l 'fijo/ noun a crack 
in the wall of the anal canal 
rectally /'rekt(o)li/ adverb through the rec¬ 
tum O The temperature was taken rectally. 
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rectal prolapse /,rekt(o)l 'proulasps/ noun 
a condition in which part of the rectum moves 
downwards and passes through the anus 
rectal temperature /,rekt(o)l 'tempritjo/ 
noun the temperature in the rectum, taken with 
a rectal thermometer 

rectal thermometer /,rekt(o)l Bo'momito/ 
noun a thermometer which is inserted into the 
rectum to take the person’s temperature 
rectal triangle /,rekt(o)l 'trai£er)g(9)l/ noun 
same as anal triangle 
recti /'rekti/ plural of rectus 
recto- /rektou/ prefix referring to the rectum 
rectocele /'rektousiil/ noun a condition as¬ 
sociated with prolapse of the uterus, in which 
the rectum protrudes into the vagina. Also 
called proctocele 

rectopexy /'rektoupeksi/ noun a surgical 
operation to attach a rectum which has pro¬ 
lapsed 

rectoscope /'rektoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for looking into the rectum 
rectosigmoid /.rektou'sigmoid/ noun the 
part of the large intestine where the sigmoid 
colon joins the rectum 

rectosigmoidectomy /.rektou.sigmoi 
'dektomi/ noun the surgical removal of the 
sigmoid colon and the rectum 
rectovaginal /,rekt3uv9'd3ain(3)l/ adjec¬ 
tive relating to both the rectum and the vagina 
rectovaginal examination /.rektouvo 
,d3ain(9)l ig l zaemi'neiJ'(o)n/ noun an exami¬ 
nation of the rectum and vagina 
rectovesical /,rektou'vesik(9)l/ adjective 
referring to the rectum and the bladder 
rectum /'rektom/ noun the end part of the 
large intestine leading from the sigmoid colon 
to the anus. See illustration at digestive sys¬ 
tem in Supplement, urogenital system (male) 
in Supplement (note: For other terms referring 
to the rectum, see words beginning with proct-, 
procto-.) 

rectus /'rektos/ noun a straight muscle (note: 
The plural is recti.) 

‘.. .there are four recti muscles and two oblique mus¬ 
cles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of 
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

rectus abdominis /.rektos asb'dDminis/ 
noun a long straight muscle which runs down 
the front of the abdomen 
rectus femoris /.rektos 'femoris/ noun a 
flexor muscle in the front of the thigh, one of 
the four parts of the quadriceps femoris. i) me¬ 
dial 

recumbent /n'kAmbont/ adjective lying 
down 

recuperate /ri'kuiporeit/ verb to recover, to 
get better after an illness or accident O He is 
recuperating after an attack of flu. O She is go¬ 
ing to stay with her mother while she recuper¬ 
ates. 


recuperation /ri.kuipo'reiJXojn/ noun the 
process of getting better after an illness O His 
recuperation will take several months. 
recur /ri'k3i/ verb to return O The headaches 
recurred frequently, but usually after the pa¬ 
tient had eaten chocolate. 
recurrence /ri'kArons/ noun an act of return¬ 
ing O He had a recurrence of a fever which he 
had caught in the tropics. 
recurrent /ri'kAront/ adjective 1 . occurring 
in the same way many times 2. referring to a 
vein, artery or nerve which forms a loop 
recurrent abortion /ri.kAront o'bo:J(o)n/ 
noun a condition in which a woman has abor¬ 
tions with one pregnancy after another 
recurrent fever /ri.kAront 'fiivo/ noun a fe¬ 
ver like malaria which returns at regular inter¬ 
vals 

red /red/ adjective 1 . of a similar colour to 
blood O Blood in an artery is bright red, but 
venous blood is darker. 2. (of an area of skin) 
with an increased blood flow because of heat 
or infection ■ noun a colour similar to that of 
blood 

red blood cell /red bLvd sel/ noun a blood 
cell which contains haemoglobin and carries 
oxygen to the tissues and takes carbon dioxide 
from them. Abbr RBC. Also called erythro¬ 
cyte 

red corpuscle /.red 'ko:pAs(o)l/ noun same 

as red blood cell 

Red Crescent /red 'krez(o)nt/ noun in Is¬ 
lamic countries, an international organisation 
dedicated to the medical care of the sick and 
wounded in wars and natural disasters (note: It 
is known as the Red Cross elsewhere.) 

Red Cross /red 'krDs/ noun an international 
organisation dedicated to the medical care of 
the sick and wounded in wars and natural dis¬ 
asters (note: It is known as the Red Crescent in 
Islamic countries.) 

red-green colourblindness /.red grim 
'kAlo.blaindnos/ noun same as deuteranopia 
Redivac drain /'redivzek drein/, Redivac 
drainage tube /.redivask 'dreinid 3 tju:b/ 
trademark a tube which drains fluid away from 
the inside of a wound into a bottle, used mainly 
after operations on the abdomen 
red marrow /.red 'masrou/ noun the type of 
bone marrow where red blood cells and some 
white blood cells are formed 
redness /'rednos/ noun 1 . an area of skin to 
which the blood flow is increased because of 
heat or infection O The redness showed where 
the skin had reacted to the injection. 2 . a red 
colour 

reduce /ri'djuis/ verb 1. to make something 
smaller or lower O They used ice packs to try 
to reduce the patient’s temperature. 2 . to put 
something such as a dislocated or fractured 
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bone, a displaced organ or part or a hernia back 
into its proper position so that it can heal 
‘...blood pressure control reduces the incidence of 
first stroke and aspirin appears to reduce the risk of 
stroke after transient ischaemic attacks by some 
15%’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 
reducible /ri'dju:sib(3)l/ adjective capable 
of being reduced 

reducible hernia /ri,dju:sib(3)l 'hsinio/ 
noun a hernia where the organ can be pushed 
back into place without an operation 
reduction /ri'dAkJon/ noun 1. the lessening 
of something, the process of becoming less O 
They noted a reduction in body temperature. 2. 
the action of putting a hernia, a dislocated joint 
or a broken bone back into the correct position 
reduction division /ri'dAkJon di,vi3(o)n/ 
noun same as meiosis 

re-emerge /,ri: i'm3id3/ verb to come out 
again 

re-emergence /,ri: i'm3:d33ns/ noun an act 
of coming out again 

refer /ri'f3:/ verb 1 . to mention or to talk about 
something O The doctor referred to the pa¬ 
tient’s history of sinus problems. 2. to suggest 
that someone should consult something O For 
method of use, please refer to the manufactur¬ 
er’s instructions. O The user is referred to the 
page giving the results of the tests. 3. to pass on 
information about a patient to someone else O 
They referred her case to a gynaecologist. 4. to 
send someone to another doctor, usually a spe¬ 
cialist, for advice or treatment O She was re¬ 
ferred to a cardiologist. □ the GP referred 
the patient to a consultant he or she passed 
details about the patient’s case to the consult¬ 
ant so that the consultant could examine them 
‘27 adult patients admitted to hospital with acute ab¬ 
dominal pains were referred for study because their 
attending clinicians were uncertain whether to ad¬ 
vise an urgent laparotomy’ [ Lancet ] 

‘...many patients from outside districts were re¬ 
ferred to London hospitals by their GPs’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

referral /ri'f3:rol/ noun the act of sending 
someone to a specialist O She asked for a re¬ 
ferral to a gynaecologist. 

‘...he subsequently developed colicky abdominal 
pain and tenderness which caused his referral’ 
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

referred pain /ri,f3id 'pern/ noun same as 

synalgia 

reflection /ri'flekjon/ noun 1. the image of 
somebody or something which is seen in a 
mirror or still water 2. the process of reflecting 
something, especially light, sound or heat 3. 
careful thought 4. a situation in which an ana¬ 
tomical structure bends back upon itself 
reflective practice /ri.flektiv 'praektis/ 
noun the process of improving professional 
skills by monitoring your own actions while 
they are being carried out, and by then later 
evaluating them by talking or writing about 


refrigerator 

them and asking other professionals to give 
their assessments of you 
reflex /'riifleks/, reflex action /'riifleks 
.aekjon/ noun a physiological reaction without 
any conscious thought involved, e.g. a knee 
jerk or a sneeze, which happens in response to 
a particular stimulus □ light reflex, pupillary 
reflex to light reaction of the pupil of the eye 
which changes size according to the amount of 
light going into the eye 
reflex arc /'riifleks ,aik/ noun the basic sys¬ 
tem of a reflex action, where a receptor is 
linked to a motor neurone which in turn is 
linked to an effector muscle 
reflexologist / 1 ri:flok l sDl9d3ist/ noun a 
person specialising in reflexology 
reflexology /,riiflek'sDl9d3i/ noun a treat¬ 
ment to relieve tension by massaging the soles 
of the feet and thereby stimulating the nerves 
and increasing the blood supply 
reflux /'riifLvks/ noun a situation where a flu¬ 
id flows in the opposite direction to its usual 
flow O The valves in the veins prevent blood 
reflux, i) vesicoureteric reflux 
reflux oesophagitis /,ri:flAks ii,sDf9'd3al 
it is/ noun inflammation of the oesophagus 
caused by regurgitation of acid juices from the 
stomach 

refract /ri'fraekt/ verb to make light rays 
change direction as they go from one medium 
such as air to another such as water at an angle 
O The refracting media in the eye are the cor¬ 
nea, the aqueous humour, the vitreous humour 
and the lens. 

refraction /ri'f reek Jon/ noun 1 . a change of 
direction of light rays as they enter a medium 
such as the eye 2. the measurement of the an¬ 
gle at which the light rays bend, as a test to see 
if someone needs to wear glasses 
refractive /ri'fraektiv/ adjective referring to 
refraction 

refractometer ^riifrsek'tDmito/ noun an in¬ 
strument which measures the refraction of the 
eye. Also called optometer 
refractory /ri'fraekt(9)ri/ adjective difficult 
or impossible to treat, or not responding to 
treatment 

refractory period /ri,fr2ekt(3)ri 'pioriod/ 
noun a short space of time after the ventricles 
of the heart have contracted, when they cannot 
contract again 

refrigerate /ri'frid33reit/ verb to make 
something cold O The serum should be kept re¬ 
frigerated. 

refrigeration /ri.fridso'reiJXojn/ noun 1 . the 
process of making something cold 2. the proc¬ 
ess of making part of the body very cold, to 
give the effect of an anaesthetic 
refrigerator /ri'frid39reit3/ noun a machine 
which cools and keeps things cold 
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regain /ri'gein/ verb to get back something 
which was lost O He has regained the use of 
his left arm. O She went into a coma and never 
regained consciousness. 
regenerate /ri'dsenoreit/ verb to grow 
again, or grow something again 
regeneration /ripens'reiJ(o)n/ noun the 
process where tissue that has been destroyed 
grows again 

regenerative medicine /ri^enorotiv 
'med(3)s(o)n/ noun the branch of medicine 
that deals with the repair or replacement of tis¬ 
sues and organs by using advanced materials 
and methods such as cloning 
regimen /'red 3 imon/ noun a fixed course of 
treatment, e.g. a course of drugs or a special 
diet 

region /'ri:d33n/ noun an area or part which 
is around something O She experienced itch¬ 
ing in the anal region. O The rash started in 
the region of the upper thigh. O The plantar re¬ 
gion is very sensitive. 

regional /'ri:d3(3)n3l/ adjective in a particu¬ 
lar region, referring to a particular region 
regional enteritis /,ri:d 3 (o)nol ,ento 
'raitis/ noun same as Crohn’s disease 
Regional Health Authority /,ri:d3(»n9l 
'hel0 o:,0Driti/ noun an administrative unit in 
the National Health Service which is responsi¬ 
ble for planning the health service in a region. 
Abbr RHA 

regional ileitis /,ri:d3(3)n3l .ili'aitis/ noun 
compare ulcerative colitis, same as Crohn’s 
disease 

register /'red3ist3/ noun an official list ■ 
verb to write a name on an official list, espe¬ 
cially the official list of patients treated by a 
GP or dentist, or the list of people with a par¬ 
ticular disease O He is a registered heroin ad¬ 
dict. O They went to register the birth with the 
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths. □ 
to register with someone to put your name on 
someone’s official list, especially the list of pa¬ 
tients treated by a GP or dentist O Before reg¬ 
istering with the GP, she asked if she could vis¬ 
it him. O All practising doctors are registered 
with the General Medical Council. 
registered midwife /,red3ist3d 'midwaif/ 
noun a qualified midwife who is registered to 
practise 

Registered Nurse /'red3ist3d 'n3is/, Reg¬ 
istered General Nurse /,red3ist3d 
'd3en(3)r3l n3is/, Registered Theatre Nurse/ 

,red3ist3d '0i3t3 n3is/ noun a nurse who has 
been registered by the UKCC. Abbr RN, RGN, 
RTN 

registrar /,red 3 i'stra:/ noun 1 . a qualified 
doctor or surgeon in a hospital who supervises 
house officers 2. a person who registers some¬ 
thing officially 

Registrar of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths /,red 3 istra: av ,b3:0s ,mcerid 3 iz on 


'de0s/ noun an official who keeps the records 
of people who have been bom, married or who 
have died in a particular area 
registration /,red3i'streij(3)n/ noun the act 
of registering O A doctor cannot practise with¬ 
out registration by the General Medical Coun¬ 
cil. 

regress /ri'gres/ verb to return to an earlier 
stage or condition 

regression /ri'grej(3)n/ noun 1 . a stage 
where symptoms of a disease are disappearing 
and the person is getting better 2. (in psychia¬ 
try) the process of returning to a mental state 
which existed when the person was younger 
regular /'regjuls/ adjective 1 . taking place 
again and again after the same period of time 
O He was advised to make regular visits to the 
dentist. O She had her regular six-monthly 
checkup. 2. happening at the same time each 
day 

regularly /'regjulsli/ adverb happening re¬ 
peatedly after the same period of time O The 
tablets must be taken regularly every evening. 
O You should go to the dentist regularly. 
regulate /'regju.leit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing work in a regular way O The heartbeat is 
regulated by the sinoatrial node. 
regulation /,regju'leij(3)n/ noun the act of 
regulating O the regulation of the body’s tem¬ 
perature 

regurgitate /ri'g3id3iteit/ verb to bring into 
the mouth food which has been partly digested 
in the stomach 

regurgitation /ri.gsidsi'teiJXajn/ noun the 
process of flowing back in the opposite direc¬ 
tion to the usual flow, especially of bringing up 
partly digested food from the stomach into the 
mouth 

rehabilitate /.riis'biliteit/ verb to make 
someone fit to work or to lead their usual life 
rehabilitation /.riisbili'teiJOjn/ noun the 
process of making someone fit to work or to 
lead an ordinary life again 
rehydrate /.riihai'dreit/ verb to restore body 
fluids to a healthy level, or cause this to occur 
rehydration /.riihai'dreiJXajn/ noun the act 
of giving water or liquid to someone who has 
dehydration 

reinfect /.rinn'fekt/ verb to infect someone 
or something again 

reinfection /.rinn'fekj^n/ noun infection 
of an area for another time after recovery, es¬ 
pecially with the same microorganism 
Reiter’s syndrome /'raitaz .sindraum/, 
Reiter’s disease /'raitsz di'ziiz/ noun an ill¬ 
ness which may be sexually transmitted and 
affects mainly men, causing arthritis, urethritis 
and conjunctivitis at the same time [Described 
1916. After Hans Conrad Reiter (1881-1969), 
German bacteriologist and hygienist.] 
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reject /ri'd 3 ekt/ verb 1 . to refuse to accept 
something 2. to be unable to tolerate tissue or 
an organ transplanted from another body be¬ 
cause it is immunologically incompatible O 
The new heart was rejected by the body. O 
They gave the patient drugs to prevent the 
transplant being rejected. 3. to be unable to 
keep food down and vomit it up again 
rejection /ri'd 3 ekJon/ noun the act of reject¬ 
ing tissue O The patient was given drugs to re¬ 
duce the possibility of tissue rejection. 
relapse /'riilaeps, ri'laeps/ noun a situation in 
which someone gets worse after seeming to be 
getting better, or where a disease appears again 
after seeming to be cured ■ verb to return to an 
earlier and worse state, especially to get ill 
again after getting better O She relapsed into a 
coma. 

relapsing fever /ri'laepsirj ,fi:vo/ noun a 
disease caused by a bacterium, where attacks 
of fever recur from time to time 
relapsing pancreatitis /ri.leepsig 
.pasrjkrio'taitis/ noun a form of pancreatitis 
where the symptoms recur, but in a less painful 
form 

relate /ri'leit/ verb to connect something to 
something else O The disease is related to the 
weakness of the heart muscles. 

-related /rileitid/ suffix connected to O drug- 
related diseases 

relationship /ri'leij(9)njip/ noun a way in 
which someone or something is connected to 
another O The incidence of the disease has a 
close relationship to the environment. O He 
became withdrawn and broke off all relation¬ 
ships with his family. 

relative density /.relotiv 'densiti/ noun the 
ratio of the density of a substance to the densi¬ 
ty of a standard substance at the same temper¬ 
ature and pressure. For liquids and solids the 
standard substance is usually water, and for 
gases, it is air. 

relative risk /.relotiv 'risk/ noun a measure 
of the likelihood of developing a disease for 
people who are exposed to a particular risk, 
relative to people who are not exposed to the 
same risk. For example, the relative risk of my¬ 
ocardial infarction for oral contraceptive users 
is 1.6 times that of non-users. Abbr RR 
relax /ri'leeks/ verb to become less tense, or 
cause someone or something to become less 
tense O He was given a drug to relax the mus¬ 
cles. O The muscle should be fully relaxed. 
relaxant /ri'laeksont/ noun a substance which 
relieves strain ■ adjective relieving strain 
relaxation /.riilsek'seiJXojn/ noun 1 . the 
process of reducing strain in a muscle 2. the re¬ 
duction of stress in a person 
relaxation therapy /.riikek'seiJXojn 
,0eropi/ noun a treatment in which people are 
encouraged to relax their muscles to reduce 
stress 


relaxative /ri'lasksotiv/ noun US a drug 
which reduces stress 

relaxin /ri'laeksin/ noun a hormone which is 
secreted by the placenta to make the cervix re¬ 
lax and open fully in the final stages of preg¬ 
nancy before childbirth 
release /ri'liis/ noun the process of allowing 
something to go out O the slow release of the 
drug into the bloodstream ■ verb to let some¬ 
thing out O Hormones are released into the 
body by glands. 

releasing factor /ri'liisip ,f 2 ekto/ noun a 
substance produced in the hypothalamus 
which encourages the release of hormones 
releasing hormone /ri'liisir) ,ho:m9un/ 
noun a hormone secreted by the hypothalamus 
which makes the pituitary gland release partic¬ 
ular hormones. Also called hypothalamic hor¬ 
mone 

relief /ri'liif/ noun the process of making 
something better or easier O The drug provides 
rapid relief for patients with bronchial spasms. 
‘...complete relief of angina is experienced by 85% 
of patients subjected to coronary artery bypass sur¬ 
gery’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

relieve /ri'liiv/ verb to make something better 
or easier O Nasal congestion can be relieved 
by antihistamines. O The patient was given an 
injection of morphine to relieve the pain. O 
The condition is relieved by applying cold 
compresses. 

‘...replacement of the metacarpophalangeal joint is 
mainly undertaken to relieve pain, deformity and im¬ 
mobility due to rheumatoid arthritis’ [Nursing 
Times ] 

rem /rem/ noun a unit for measuring amounts 
of radiation, equal to the effect that one roent¬ 
gen of X-rays or gamma-rays would produce 
in a human being. It is used in radiation protec¬ 
tion and monitoring. 

REM /rem/ abbr rapid eye movement, t REM 

sleep 

remedial /ri'miidiol/ adjective acting as a 
cure 

remedy /'remodi/ noun a cure, a drug which 
will cure O Honey and glycerine is an old rem¬ 
edy for sore throats. 

remember /ri'membo/ verb to bring back 
into the mind something which has been seen 
or heard before O He remembers nothing or he 
can’t remember anything about the accident. 
remission /ri'mij(9)n/ noun a period when 
an illness or fever is less severe 
re. mist. /,rii 'mist/ adverb (on a prescription) 
repeat the same mixture. Full form repetatur 
mistura 

remittent /ri'mitont/ adjective lessening and 
then intensifying again at intervals 
remittent fever /r^mitont 'fiivo/ noun fever 
which goes down for a period each day, like ty¬ 
phoid fever 
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removal /ri'mu:v(3)l/ noun the action of re¬ 
moving something O An appendicectomy is 
the surgical removal of an appendix. 
remove /ri'muiv/ verb to take something 
away O He will have an operation to remove 
an ingrowing toenail. 

REM sleep /'rem ship/ noun a stage of sleep 
which happens several times each night and is 
characterised by dreaming, rapid eye move¬ 
ment and increased pulse rate and brain activ¬ 
ity. Also called rapid eye movement sleep 
comment: During REM sleep, a person 
dreams, breathes lightly and has a raised 
blood pressure and an increased rate of 
heartbeat. The eyes may be half-open, and 
the sleeper may make facial movements, 
ren- /ri:n/ prefix same as reno- ( used before 
vowels) 

renal /'ri:n(9)l/ adjective referring to the kid¬ 
neys 

renal artery /,ri:n(o)l 'aitori/ noun one of 
two arteries running from the abdominal aorta 
to the kidneys 

renal calculus /,ri:n(3)l 'kaslkjulos/ noun a 
small hard mineral mass called a stone in the 
kidney 

renal capsule /,ri:n(o)l 'kaepsjuil/ noun 

same as fibrous capsule 

renal clearance /'ri:n(o)l ,kli3rons/ noun 

the measurement of the rate at which kidneys 

filter impurities from blood 

renal colic /,ri:n(o)l 'kolik/ noun a sudden 

pain caused by a kidney stone or stones in the 

ureter 

renal corpuscle /,ri:n(9)l 'ko:pAs(o)l/ noun 
part of a nephron in the cortex of a kidney. 
Also called Malpighian body 
renal cortex /,ri:n(9)l 'koiteks/ noun the 
outer covering of the kidney, immediately be¬ 
neath the capsule. See illustration at kidney in 
Supplement 

renal dialysis /,ri:n(9)l dai'selosis/ noun a 
method of artificially maintaining the chemi¬ 
cal balance of the blood when the kidneys have 
failed, or the process of using this method. 
Also called dialysis 

renal hypertension /,ri:n(3)l ,haipo 
'tenJon/ noun high blood pressure linked to 
kidney disease 

renal medulla /,ri:n(o)l me'dAlo/ noun the 
inner part of a kidney containing no glomeruli. 
See illustration at kidney in Supplement 
renal pelvis /,ri:n(o)l 'pelvis/ noun the up¬ 
per and wider part of the ureter leading from 
the kidney where urine is collected before 
passing down the ureter into the bladder. Also 
called pelvis of the kidney. See illustration at 
kidney in Supplement 

renal rickets /,ri:n(o)l 'rikits/ noun a form 
of rickets caused by kidneys which do not 
function properly 


renal sinus /,ri:n(o)l 'sainos/ noun a cavity 
in which the renal pelvis and other tubes lead¬ 
ing into the kidney fit 

renal transplant /,ri:n(o)l 'traensplaint/ 
noun a kidney transplant 
renal tubule /,ri:n(o)l't juibjuil/ noun a tiny 
tube which is part of a nephron. Also called 

uriniferous tubule 

renew /ri'nju:/ verb □ to renew a prescrip¬ 
tion to get a new prescription for the same 
drug as before 

reni- /riini/ prefix referring to the kidneys 
renin /'riinin/ noun an enzyme secreted by 
the kidney to prevent loss of sodium, and 
which also affects blood pressure 
rennin /'renin/ noun an enzyme which makes 
milk coagulate in the stomach, so as to slow 
down the passage of the milk through the di¬ 
gestive system 

reno- /riinou/ prefix referring to the kidneys 
renogram /'riinougrsem/ noun 1. an X-ray 
image of a kidney 2. a visual record of kidney 
function that shows how quickly a radioactive 
substance introduced into the bloodstream is 
removed by the kidneys 
renography /rii'nogrofi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of a kidney after injection of a radioactive 
substance, using a gamma camera 
renovascular /.riinou'vseskjulo/ adjective 
relating to the blood vessels of the kidneys 
renovascular system /^iinou'vzeskjulo 
.sistom/ noun the blood vessels associated 
with the kidney 

reorganisation /rii.oigonai'zeiJCojn/, reor¬ 
ganization noun 1 . a change in the way some¬ 
thing is organised or done 2. the process of 
changing the way something is organised or 
done 3. an occasion when a business or organ¬ 
isation is given a completely new structure 
reovirus /'riiou.vairos/ noun a virus which 
affects both the intestine and the respiratory 
system, but does not cause serious illness. 
Compare echovirus 

rep /rep/ adverb (written on a prescription) re¬ 
peat. Full form repetatur 
repair /ri'peo/ verb to make something that is 
damaged good again O Surgeons operated to 
repair a hernia. 

repeat /ri'piit/ verb to say or do something 
again O The course of treatment was repeated 
after two months. 

repeat prescription /ri.piit pri'skripjon/ 
noun a prescription which is exactly the same 
as the previous one, and is often given without 
examination of the person by the doctor and 
may sometimes be requested by telephone 
repel /ri'pel/ verb to make something go away 
O If you spread this cream on your skin it will 
repel insects. 

repetitive strain injury /ri,petitiv 'strein 
iindsori/, repetitive stress injury /ri,petitiv 
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'stres ,ind39ri/ noun pain, usually in a limb, 
felt by someone who performs the same move¬ 
ment many times over a period, e.g. when op¬ 
erating a computer terminal or playing a musi¬ 
cal instrument. Abbr RSI 
replace /ri'pleis/ verb 1 . to put something 
back O an operation to replace a prolapsed 
uterus 2. to exchange one part for another O 
The surgeons replaced the diseased hip with a 
metal one. 

replacement /ri'pleismont/ noun an opera¬ 
tion to replace part of the body with an artifi¬ 
cial part 

replacement transfusion /ri,pleismont 
.trains'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun an exchange transfu¬ 
sion, a treatment for leukaemia or erythroblas¬ 
tosis where almost all the unhealthy blood is 
removed from the body and replaced by 
healthy blood 

replant /ri:'plaint/ verb to reattach or reinsert 
a body part such as a limb or tooth that has be¬ 
come detached 

replantation ^riiplain'teij^n/ noun a sur¬ 
gical technique which reattaches parts of the 
body which have been accidentally cut or torn 
off 

replicate /'replikeit/ verb {of a cell) to make 
a copy of itself 

replication /.repli'keij^n/ noun the proc¬ 
ess in the division of a cell, where the DNA 
makes copies of itself 

repolarisation /rii.poutarai'zeij^n/, re¬ 
polarization noun the restoration of the usual 
electrical polarity of a nerve or muscle cell 
membrane after reversal of its polarity while a 
nerve impulse or muscle contraction travelled 
along it 

report /ri'poit/ noun an official note stating 
what action has been taken, what treatment 
given or what results have come from a test O 
The patient's report card has to be filled in by 
the nurse. O The inspector's report on the hos¬ 
pital kitchens is good. ■ verb to make an offi¬ 
cial report about something O The patient re¬ 
ported her doctor for misconduct. O Occupa¬ 
tional diseases or serious accidents at work 
must be reported to the local officials. 
reportable diseases /ri,po:tob(o)l di 
'ziiziz/ plural noun diseases such as asbestosis, 
hepatitis or anthrax which may be caused by 
working conditions or may infect other work¬ 
ers and must be reported to the District Health 
Authority 

repositor /ri'pDZito/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment used to push a prolapsed organ back into 
its usual position 

repress /ri'pres/ verb to decide to ignore or 
forget feelings or thoughts which may be un¬ 
pleasant or painful 

repression /ri'prej(9)n/ noun {in psychiatry) 
the act of ignoring or forgetting feelings or 
thoughts which might be unpleasant 


reproduce ^riipro'djuis/ verb 1 . to produce 
children 2. {of microorganisms) to produce new 
cells 3. to do a test again in exactly the same 
way 

reproduction /.riipro'dAkJon/ noun the 
process of making new living beings by exist¬ 
ing ones, e.g. producing children or derived 
other descendants 

reproductive /.riipro'dAktiv/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to reproduction 

reproductive organs /.riipro'dAktiv 

,o:gonz/ plural noun parts of the bodies of men 
and women which are involved in the concep¬ 
tion and development of a fetus 
reproductive system /.riipro'dAktiv 

.sistorn/ noun the arrangement of organs and 
ducts in the bodies of men and women which 
produce spermatozoa or ova 
comment: In the human male, the testes pro¬ 
duce the spermatozoa which pass through the 
vasa efferentia and the vasa deferentia where 
they receive liquid from the seminal vesicles, 
then out of the body through the urethra and 
penis on ejaculation. In the female, an ovum, 
produced by one of the two ovaries, passes 
through the Fallopian tube where it is fertilised 
by a spermatozoon from the male. The ferti¬ 
lised ovum moves down into the uterus where 
it develops into an embryo. 

reproductive tract /.riipro'dAktiv traekt/ 
noun the series of tubes and ducts which carry 
spermatozoa or ova from one part of the body 
to another 

require /ri'kwaio/ verb to need something O 
His condition may require surgery. O Is it a 
condition which requires immediate treat¬ 
ment? □ required effect effect which a drug is 
expected to have O If the drug does not pro¬ 
duce the required effect, the dose should be in¬ 
creased. 

requirement /ri'kwaiomont/ noun some¬ 
thing which is necessary O One of the require¬ 
ments of the position is a qualification in phar¬ 
macy. 

RES abbr reticuloendothelial system 
research /ri 1 S3:tJ/ noun a scientific study 
which investigates something new O He is the 
director of a medical research unit. O She is 
doing research into finding a cure for leprosy. 
O Research workers or Research teams are 
trying to find a vaccine against AIDS. ■ verb 
to carry out scientific study O He is research¬ 
ing the origins of cancer. 
research and development /ri,s3itj on di 
'velopmont/ noun the process by which phar¬ 
maceutical companies find new drugs and test 
their suitability. Abbr R & D 
resect /ri'sekt/ verb to remove any part of the 
body by surgery 

resection /ri'sekjon/ noun the surgical re¬ 
moval of any part of the body 
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resection of the prostate /ri.sekfsn ov 6a i 
■pmsteit/ noun same as transurethral prosta- * 
tectomy s 

resectoscope /ri'sektoskoup/ noun a surgi- t 
cal instrument used to carry out a transurethral 1 
resection r 

reservoir /'rezovwa:/ noun 1. a cavity in an I 
organ or group of tissues in which fluids col¬ 
lect and are stored 2. an organism in which a 
parasite lives and develops without damaging 
it, but from which the parasite then passes to 
another species which is damaged by it 3. a 1 
part of a machine or piece of equipment where ( 
liquid is stored for it to use l 

reset /ri:'set/ verb to break a badly set bone * 
and set it again correctly O His arm had to be r 

reset. I 

residency /'rezid(o)nsi/ noun US a period i 
when a doctor is receiving specialist training * 
in a hospital I 

resident /'rezid(o)nt/ noun 1. someone who * 
lives in a place O All the residents of the old ‘ 

people’s home were tested for food poisoning. * 

2. US a qualified doctor who is employed by a 
hospital and sometimes lives in the hospital. 
Compare intern ■ adjective living in a place 
resident doctor /,rezid(o)nt 'dnktd/ noun a 
doctor who lives in a building such as an old 
people’s home 

residential /.rezi'denjol/ adjective 1. living 
in a hospital 2. living at home 
residential care /.rezi'denjol keo/ noun the \ 
care of patients either in a hospital or at home, t 
but not as outpatients i 

residual /ri'zidjuol/ adjective remaining, r 

which is left behind t 

residual air /ri.zidjuol 'eo/, residual vol- t 
ume /ri.zidjuol 'voljuim/ noun air left in the t 
lungs after a person has breathed out as much 1 
air as possible r 

residual urine /ri.zidjuol 'juorin/ noun i 

urine left in the bladder after a person has r 
passed as much urine as possible / 

resin /'rezin/ noun a sticky sap or liquid i 
which comes from some types of tree [ 

resist /ri'zist/ verb to be strong enough to 1 
avoid being killed or attacked by a disease O A i 
healthy body can resist some infections. \ 

resistance /ri'zistons/ noun 1. the ability of / 
a person not to get a disease 2. the ability of 1 

bacteria or a virus to remain unaffected by a \ 

drug O The bacteria have developed a resist¬ 
ance to certain antibiotics. 3. opposition to a ( 
force i 

resistant /ri'zist(9)nt/ adjective able not to c 
be affected by something O The bacteria are i 
resistant to some antibiotics. ( 

resistant strain /ri,zist(9)nt 'strein/nouna r 

strain of bacterium which is not affected by an- / 

tibiotics 1 


resolution /.rezo'luiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
amount of detail which can be seen in a micro¬ 
scope or on a computer monitor 2. a point in 
the development of a disease where the inflam¬ 
mation begins to disappear 
resolve /ri'zolv/ verb (of inflammation) to be¬ 
gin to disappear 

‘...valve fluttering disappears as the pneumothorax 
resolves. Always confirm resolution with a physical 
examination and X-ray’ [American Journal of 
Nursing ] 

resolvent /ri'zolvont/ adjective able to re¬ 
duce inflammation or swelling 
resonance /'rez(o)nons/ noun a sound made 
by a hollow part of the body when hit. i> mag¬ 
netic 

resorption /ri'soipjon/ noun the process of 
absorbing a substance produced by the body 
back into the body 

respiration /.respo'reiJXojn/ noun the act of 
taking air into the lungs and blowing it out 
again through the mouth or nose. Also called 

breathing 

comment: Respiration includes two stages: 
breathing in (inhalation) and breathing out 
(exhalation). Air is taken into the respiratory 
system through the nose or mouth, and goes 
down into the lungs through the pharynx, lar¬ 
ynx and windpipe. In the lungs, the bronchi 
take the air to the alveoli (air sacs) where ox¬ 
ygen in the air is passed to the bloodstream in 
exchange for waste carbon dioxide which is 
then breathed out. 

respiration rate /.respo'reiJXojn reit/ noun 
the number of times a person breathes per 
minute 

respirator /'resporeito/ noun 1 . same as ven¬ 
tilator □ the patient was put on a respirator 

the patient was attached to a machine which 
forced him to breathe 2. a mask worn to pre¬ 
vent someone breathing harmful gas or fumes 
respiratory /ri'spir3t(o)ri/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to breathing 

respiratory allergy /ri.spirotOjri 'aslodji/ 
noun an allergy caused by a substance which is 
inhaled. [> alveolitis, food allergy 
respiratory bronchiole /ri.spirotOjri 

'brngkioul/ noun the end part of a bronchiole 
in the lung, which joins the alveoli 
respiratory centre /ri.spirotOjri 'sento/ 
noun a nerve centre in the brain which regu¬ 
lates the breathing 

respiratory distress syndrome /ri 

,spir9t(9)ri di'stres .sindroum/ noun a con¬ 
dition of newborn babies, and especially com¬ 
mon in premature babies, in which the lungs 
do not expand properly, due to lack of sur¬ 
factant. Also called hyaline membrane dis¬ 
ease 

respiratory failure /ri.spirotOjri 'feiljo/ 
noun failure of the lungs to oxygenate the 
blood correctly 
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respiratory illness /ri,spiret(3)ri 'ilnas/ 
noun an illness which affects someone’s 
breathing 

respiratory pigment /ri.spirstOjri 
'pigmont/ noun blood pigment which can car¬ 
ry oxygen collected in the lungs and release it 
in tissues 

respiratory quotient /ri,spir9t(o)ri 

'kwouJ(3)nt/ noun the ratio of the amount of 
carbon dioxide taken into the alveoli of the 
lungs from the blood to the amount of oxygen 
which the alveoli take from the air. Abbr RQ 
respiratory syncytial virus /ri,spir3t(o)ri 
sin'sitiol .vairas/ noun a virus which causes 
infections of the nose and throat in adults, but 
serious bronchiolitis in children. Abbr RSV 
respiratory system /ri'spirstOjri 

'sistsm/, respiratory tract /ri'spir3t(3)ri 
traskt/ noun the series of organs and passages 
which take air into the lungs, and exchange ox¬ 
ygen for carbon dioxide 
respite care /'respait kea/ noun temporary 
care provided to people with disabilities, seri¬ 
ous conditions or terminal illness, so that their 
families can have a rest from the daily routine 
respond /ri'spDnd/ verb 1. to react to some¬ 
thing O The cancer is not responding to drugs. 
2. to begin to get better because of a treatment 
O She is responding to treatment. 

‘...many severely confused patients, particularly 
those in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s disease, do 
not respond to verbal communication’ [Nursing 
Times ] 

response /ri'spDns/ noun a reaction by an 
organ, tissue or a person to an external stimu¬ 
lus O immune response 1. reaction of a body 
to an antigen 2. reaction of a body which re¬ 
jects a transplant 

‘...anaemia may be due to insufficient erythrocyte 
production, in which case the reticulocyte count will 
be low, or to haemolysis or haemorrhage, in which 
cases there should be a reticulocyte response’ 
[Southern Medical Journal ] 

responsibility /ri.spDnsi'biliti/ noun 1. 
somebody or something which a person or or¬ 
ganisation has a duty to take care of O Check¬ 
ing the drip is your responsibility. 2. the blame 
for something bad which has happened O She 
has taken full responsibility for the mix-up. 3. 
the position of having to explain to somebody 
why something was done O Whose responsi¬ 
bility is it to talk to the family? 
responsible /ri'spDnsib(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to something which is the cause of some¬ 
thing else O the allergen which is responsible 
for the patient’s reaction O This is one of sev¬ 
eral factors which can be responsible for high 
blood pressure. 

responsive /ri'spDnsiv/ adjective reacting 
positively to medical treatment 
responsiveness /ri'sponsivnas/ noun the 
ability to respond to other people or to sensa¬ 
tions 


rest /rest/ noun a period of time spent relax¬ 
ing or sleeping O What you need is a good 
night’s rest. ■ verb 1. to spend time relaxing or 
sleeping 2. to use a body part less for a period 
of time O Rest your arm for a week. 
restenosis /.riista'nsusis/ noun an occasion 
when something becomes narrow again, e.g. a 
coronary artery which has previously been 
widened by balloon angioplasty (note: The 
plural is restenoses.) 

restless /'resttas/ adjective not able to relax 
or be still O restless sleep O She had a restless 
night. 

restless leg syndrome /.restlss 'leg .sinl 
draum/ noun painful discomfort in the legs 
when not active that can lead to interrupted 
sleep and fatigue 

restore /ri'sto:/ verb to give something back 
O She needs vitamins to restore her strength. O 
The physiotherapy should restore the strength 
of the muscles. O A salpingostomy was per¬ 
formed to restore the patency of the Fallopian 
tube. 

restrict /ri'strikt/ verb 1 . to make something 
less or smaller O The blood supply is restricted 
by the tight bandage. 2. to set limits to some¬ 
thing O The doctor suggested she should re¬ 
strict her intake of alcohol. 
restrictive /ri'striktiv/ adjective restricting, 
making something smaller 
result /ri'zAlt/ noun figures at the end of a 
calculation, at the end of a test O What was the 
result of the test? O The doctor told the patient 
the result of the pregnancy test. O The result of 
the operation will not be known for some 
weeks. 

resuscitate /ri'sASiteit/ verb to make some¬ 
one who appears to be dead start breathing 
again, and to restart the circulation of blood 
resuscitation /ri,sAsi'teiJ(3)n/ noun the act 
of reviving someone who seems to be dead, by 
making him or her breathe again and restarting 
the heart 

comment: The commonest methods of resus¬ 
citation are artificial respiration and cardiac 
massage. 

retain /ri'tein/ verb to keep or hold something 
O He was incontinent and unable to retain 
urine in his bladder. 0 retention 
retard /ri'taid/ verb to make something slow¬ 
er, e.g. to slow down the action of a drug O The 
drug will retard the onset of the fever. O The 
injections retard the effect of the anaesthetic. 
retardation /.riitai'deiJXsjn/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of making something slower 
retch /ret J/ verb to try to vomit without bring¬ 
ing any food up from the stomach 
retching /'ret Jig/ noun the fact of attempting 
to vomit without being able to do so 
rete /'riiti:/ noun a network of veins, arteries 
or nerve fibres in the body. i> reticular (note: 
The plural is retia.) 
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retention /ri 1 ten Jan/ noun the act of not let¬ 
ting out something, especially a fluid, which is 
usually released from the body, e.g. holding 
back urine in the bladder 
retention cyst /ri'tenjon sist/ noun a cyst 
which is formed when a duct from a gland is 
blocked 

retention of urine /ri.tenjon ov 'juorin/ 
noun a condition in which passing urine is dif¬ 
ficult or impossible because the urethra is 
blocked or because the prostate gland is en¬ 
larged 

rete testis /,ri:ti: 'testis/ noun a network of 
channels in the testis which take the sperm to 
the epididymis. i> reticular 
retia /'ri:Jio/ plural of rete 
reticular /ri'tikjula/ adjective relating to or in 
the form of a network 

reticular fibres /ri.tikjulo 'faibos/ plural 
noun fibres in connective tissue which support, 
e.g., organs or blood vessels 
reticular tissue /n.tikjub 'tiju:/ noun 
same as reticular fibres 
reticulin /ri'tikjuliin/ noun a fibrous protein 
which is one of the most important compo¬ 
nents of reticular fibres 
reticulocyte /ri'tikjulousait/ noun a red 
blood cell which has not yet fully developed 
reticulocytosis /ri.tikjubusai'tousis/ 
noun a condition in which the number of retic¬ 
ulocytes in the blood increases unusually 
reticuloendothelial cell /ri,tikjul9u 
.endou'Giiliol sel/ noun a phagocytic cell in 
the reticuloendolethial system 
reticuloendothelial system /ri.tikjulou 
.endou'Giiliol .sistom/ noun a series of 
phagocytic cells in the body, found especially 
in bone marrow, lymph nodes, liver and 
spleen, which attack and destroy bacteria and 
form antibodies. Abbr RES 
reticuloendotheliosis /ri.tikjulou.endou 
0i:li'ousis/ noun a condition in which cells in 
the RES grow large and form swellings in 
bone marrow or destroy bones 
reticulosis /ri.tikju'lousis/ noun any of sev¬ 
eral conditions where cells in the reticuloen¬ 
dothelial system grow large and form usually 
malignant tumours 

reticulum /ri'tikjulom/ noun a series of 
small fibres or tubes forming a network 
retin- /retin/ prefix same as retino- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

retina /'retina/ noun the inside layer of the 
eye which is sensitive to light. 0 detached ret¬ 
ina. See illustration at eye in Supplement 
(note: The plural is retinae.) 
comment: Light enters the eye through the 
pupil and strikes the retina. Light-sensitive 
cells in the retina (cones and rods) convert the 
light to nervous impulses. The optic nerve 
sends these impulses to the brain which inter¬ 
prets them as images. The point where the 


optic nerve joins the retina has no light-sensi¬ 
tive cells, and is known as the blind spot, 
retinaculum /.reti'naekjulom/ noun a band 
of tissue which holds a structure in place, as 
found in the wrist and ankle over the flexor 
tendons 

retinae /'retini/ plural of retina 

retinal /'retin(o)l/ adjective referring to the 

retina 

retinal artery /'retin(o)l .aitori/ noun the 
only artery of the retina, which accompanies 
the optic nerve 

retinal detachment /,retin(9)l di 
'teetjmont/ noun a condition in which the ret¬ 
ina is partly detached from the choroid 
retinitis /.reti'naitis/ noun inflammation of 
the retina 

retinitis pigmentosa /.reti.naitis .pigmen 
'touso/ noun a hereditary condition in which 
inflammation of the retina can result in blind¬ 
ness 

retino- /retinou/ prefix referring to the retina 
retinoblastoma /.retinoublse'stoumo/ noun 
a rare tumour in the retina, affecting infants 
retinol /'retinol/ noun a vitamin found in liv¬ 
er, vegetables, eggs and cod liver oil which is 
essential for good vision. Also called Vitamin 
A 

retinopathy /.reti'nDpoOi/ noun any disease 
of the retina 

retinoscope /'retinoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment with various lenses, used to measure the 
refraction of the eye 

retinoscopy ^reti'noskopi/ noun a method 
of measuring refractive errors in the eye using 
a retinoscope 

retire /ri 'taio/ verb to stop work at a particular 
age O Most men retire at 65, but women only 
go on working until they are 60. O Although 
she has retired, she still does voluntary work at 
the clinic. 

retirement /ri'taiomont/ noun 1 . the act of 
retiring O The retirement age for men is 65. 2. 
the act of being retired 

retraction /ri'traekjon/ noun the fact of mov¬ 
ing backwards or becoming shorter O There is 
retraction of the overlying skin. 
retraction ring /ri'traskjon rig/ noun a 
groove round the uterus, separating its upper 
and lower parts, which, in obstructed labour, 
prevents the baby from moving forward as ex¬ 
pected into the cervical canal. Also called 
Bandl’s ring 

retractor /ri'trsekto/ noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment which pulls and holds back the edge of 
the incision in an operation 
retro- /retrou/ prefix at the back, behind 
retrobulbar /.retrou'bAlbo/ adjective behind 
the eyeball 

retrobulbar neuritis /.retrou.bAlbo nju: 
'raitis/ noun inflammation of the optic nerve 
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which makes objects appear blurred. Also 
called optic neuritis 

retroflexion /.retrou'flekJXojn/ noun the 
fact of being bent backwards □ retroflexion of 
the uterus a condition in which the uterus 
bends backwards away from its usual position 
retrograde /'retrougreid/ adjective going 
backwards or deteriorating, getting worse 
retrograde pyelography /.retrougreid 
jpaio'lDgrofi/ noun an X-ray examination of 
the kidney where a catheter is passed into the 
kidney and an opaque liquid is injected direct¬ 
ly into it 

retrogression /.retrou'greJXojn/ noun re¬ 
turning to an earlier state 
retrolental fibroplasia /.retrou.lenUojl 
^aibrou'pleizio/ noun a condition in which fi¬ 
brous tissue develops behind the lens of the 
eye, resulting in blindness 
comment: Retrolental fibroplasia can occur in 
premature babies if they are treated with large 
amounts of oxygen immediately after birth, 
retro-ocular /.retrou 'Dkjulo/ adjective at 
the back of the eye 

retroperitoneal /.retrou.perito'niiol/ ad¬ 
jective at the back of the peritoneum 
retroperitoneal space /.retrou.peritouniml 
'speis/ noun the area between the posterior pa¬ 
rietal peritoneum and the posterior abdominal 
wall, containing the kidneys, adrenal glands, 
duodenum, ureters and pancreas 
retropharyngeal /^etrou.fasrin'dsiiol/ ad¬ 
jective at the back of the pharynx 
retropubic /.retrou'pjuibik/ adjective at the 
back of the pubis 

retropubic prostatectomy /.retroupjuibik 
^rDSto'tektomi/ noun removal of the prostate 
gland which is carried out through a suprapu¬ 
bic incision and by cutting the membrane 
which surrounds the gland 
retrospection /.retro'spekjon/ noun the act 
of recalling what happened in the past 
retrospective /.retro'spektiv/ adjective ap¬ 
plying to the past, tracing what has happened 
already to selected people 
retroversion /.retrou'vsiJXojn/ noun the 
fact of sloping backwards □ retroversion of 
the uterus Same as retroverted uterus 
retroverted uterus /.retrouvaitid 
'juitoros/ noun a condition in which the uterus 
slopes backwards away from its usual posi¬ 
tion. Also called retroversion of the uterus, 
tipped womb 

retrovirus /'retrouvairos/ noun a virus 
whose genetic material contains RNA from 
which DNA is synthesised (note: The AIDS vi¬ 
rus and many carcinogenic viruses are retrovi¬ 
ruses.) 

revascularisation /rii.vseskjubrai 

'zeiJ(o)n/, revascularization noun 1 . the act of 
restoring an adequate blood supply to an organ 
or tissue, especially in a surgical operation us¬ 


ing a blood vessel graft 2. the condition of hav¬ 
ing an adequate blood supply restored 
reveal /ri'viil/ verb to show something O Dig¬ 
ital palpation revealed a growth in the breast. 
reversal /ri'v3:s(9)l/ noun the procedure to 
change something back O reversal of sterilisa¬ 
tion 

reverse isolation /ri,v3is .aisoTeiJXsjn/ 
noun same as protective isolation 

revision /ri'vi 3 (o)n/ noun an examination of 
a surgical operation after it has been carried 
out O a revision of a radical mastoidectomy 
revive /ri 1 vaiv/ verb to bring someone back to 
life or to consciousness O They tried to revive 
him with artificial respiration. O She col¬ 
lapsed on the floor and had to be revived by the 
nurse. 

Reye’s syndrome /'raiz .sindroum/ noun a 
form of brain disease affecting young children, 
which is possibly due to viral infection and has 
a suspected link with aspirin 
RGN abbr Registered General Nurse 
Rh abbr rhesus 

RHA abbr Regional Health Authority 
rhabdomyosarcoma /.rsebdot^maiousa: 
'koumo/ noun a malignant tumour of striated 
muscle tissue. It occurs mostly in children, 
rhabdovirus /'rsebdouvairos/ noun any of a 
group of viruses containing RNA, one of 
which causes rabies 

rhachio- /reikiou/ prefix referring to the spine 
rhagades /'raegodiiz/ plural noun long thin 
scars in the skin round the nose, mouth or 
anus, seen in syphilis. i> fissure 
Rh disease /a:r 'eitj di,zi:z/ noun same as 
rhesus factor disease 

rheo- /riiou/ prefix 1 . relating to the flow of 
liquids 2. relating to the flow of electrical cur¬ 
rent 

rheometer /ri'mnito/ noun a device that 
measures the flow of thick liquids such as 
blood 

rhesus baby /'riisos ,beibi/ noun a baby 
with erythroblastosis fetalis 
rhesus factor /'riisos ,fcekto/ noun an anti¬ 
gen in red blood cells, which is an element in 
blood grouping. Also called Rh factor 
comment: The rhesus factor is important in 
blood grouping, because, although most peo¬ 
ple are Rh-positive, an Rh-negative patient 
should not receive an Rh-positive blood trans¬ 
fusion as this will cause the formation of per¬ 
manent antibodies. If an Rh-negative mother 
has a child by an Rh-positive father, the baby 
will inherit Rh-positive blood, which may then 
pass into the mother’s circulation at childbirth 
and cause antibodies to form. This can be 
prevented by an injection of anti D immu¬ 
noglobulin immediately after the birth of the 
first Rh-positive child and any subsequent Rh- 
positive children. If an Rh-negative mother 
has formed antibodies to Rh-positive blood in 
the past, these antibodies will affect the blood 
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of the fetus and may cause erythroblastosis 
fetalis. 

rhesus factor disease /'riisos .fsekto di 
,zi:z/ noun a disease which occurs when the 
blood of a fetus has a different rhesus factor 
from that of the mother. Also called Rh dis¬ 
ease 

rheumatic /rui'maetik/ adjective referring to 
rheumatism 

rheumatic fever /ru:,maetik 'fiivo/ noun a 
collagen disease of young people and children, 
caused by haemolytic streptococci, where the 
joints and also the valves and lining of the 
heart become inflamed. Also called acute 
rheumatism 

comment: Rheumatic fever often follows an¬ 
other streptococcal infection such as a strep 
throat or tonsillitis. Symptoms are high fever, 
pains in the joints, which become red, forma¬ 
tion of nodules on the ends of bones and diffi¬ 
culty in breathing. Although recovery can be 
complete, rheumatic fever can recur and dam¬ 
age the heart permanently, 
rheumatism /'ru:m9tiz(3)m/ noun pains 
and stiffness in the joints and muscles 
( informal ) O She has rheumatism in her hips. O 
He complained of rheumatism in the knees. 
rheumatoid /'ruimotoid/ adjective relating 
to rheumatism 

rheumatoid arthritis /.ruimotoid a: 
'Graitis/ noun a general painful disabling col¬ 
lagen disease affecting any joint, but especial¬ 
ly the hands, feet and hips, making them swol¬ 
len and inflamed, i> osteoarthritis 
‘...rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic inflammatory 
disease which can affect many systems of the body, 
but mainly the joints. 70% of sufferers develop the 
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

rheumatoid erosion /.ruimotoid i 

'r3U3(9)n/ noun erosion of bone and cartilage 
in the joints caused by rheumatoid arthritis 
rheumatoid factor /'ruimotoid .fsekto/ 
noun an antibody found in the blood serum of 
many people who have rheumatoid arthritis 
rheumatologist /.ruimo'tDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in rheumatology 
rheumatology /.ruimo'tDlodsi/ noun a 
branch of medicine dealing with rheumatic 
disease of muscles and joints 
Rh factor /,a:r 'eitj .fgekto/ noun same as 
rhesus factor 

rhin- /rain/ prefix same as rhino- {used before 
vowels) 

rhinal /'rain(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
nose 

rhinencephalon /.rainen'kefolDn/ noun the 
area of the forebrain that controls the sense of 
smell 

rhinitis /rai'naitis/ noun inflammation of the 
mucous membrane in the nose, which makes 
the nose run, caused, e.g., by a virus infection 
or an allergic reaction to dust or flowers 


rhino- /rainou/ prefix referring to the nose 
rhinology /rai'nDlod 3 i/ noun a branch of 
medicine dealing with diseases of the nose and 
the nasal passages 

rhinomycosis /.rainoumai'kousis/ noun an 
infection of the nasal passages by a fungus 
rhinopharyngitis /^ainoufgerin'dsaitis/ 
noun inflammation of the mucous membranes 
in the nose and pharynx 
rhinophyma ^rainou'faimo/ noun a condi¬ 
tion caused by rosacea, in which the nose be¬ 
comes permanently red and swollen 
rhinoplasty /'rainouplassti/ noun plastic 
surgery to correct the appearance of the nose 
rhinorrhoea /.rainou'rio/ noun a watery dis¬ 
charge from the nose 

rhinoscope /'rainoskoup/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for examining the inside of the nose 
rhinoscopy /rai'noskopi/ noun an examina¬ 
tion of the inside of the nose 
rhinosinusitis /.rainou.saino'saitis/ noun 
swelling of the lining of the nose and paranasal 
sinuses, as a result of either a viral infection or 
allergic rhinitis. It is usually treated with anti¬ 
biotics, antihistamines or steroids, 
rhinosporidiosis /.rainou.spDridi'ousis/ 
noun an infection of the nose, eyes, larynx and 
genital organs by the fungus Rhinosporidium 
seeberi 

rhinovirus /'rainou.vairos/ noun a group of 
viruses containing RNA, which cause infec¬ 
tion of the nose and include the virus which 
causes the common cold 
rhiz- /raiz/, rhizo- /'raizou/ prefix referring to 
a root 

rhizotomy /rai'zDtomi/ noun a surgical oper¬ 
ation to cut or divide the roots of a nerve to re¬ 
lieve severe pain 

Rh-negative /,ai eitj 'negotiv/ adjective 
who does not have the rhesus factor in his or 
her blood 

rhodopsin /rou'dDpsin/ noun a light-sensi¬ 
tive purple pigment in the rods of the retina, 
which makes it possible to see in dim light. 
Also called visual purple 
rhombencephalon /.romben'kefolDn/ 
noun the hindbrain, the part of the brain which 
contains the cerebellum, the medulla oblonga¬ 
ta and the pons 

rhomboid /'rDmboid/ noun one of two mus¬ 
cles in the top part of the back which move the 
shoulder blades 

rhonchus /'rorjkos/ noun an unusual sound 
in the chest, heard through a stethoscope, 
caused by a partial blockage in the bronchi 
(note: The plural is rhonchi.) 

Rh-positive/,a: eitj 'pDzitiv/ adjective who 
has the rhesus factor in his or her blood 
rhythm /'rid(3)m/ noun a regular movement 
or beat 
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rhythmic /'ridmik/ adjective regular, with a 
repeated rhythm 

rhythm method /'rid(3)m nieOod/ noun a 
method of birth control where sexual inter¬ 
course should take place only during the safe 
periods when conception is least likely to oc¬ 
cur, i.e. at the beginning and at the end of the 
menstrual cycle 

comment: This method is not as safe or relia¬ 
ble as other methods of contraception be¬ 
cause the time when ovulation takes place 
cannot be accurately calculated if a woman 
does not have regular periods, 
rib /rib/ noun one of twenty-four curved bones 
which protect the chest (note: For other terms 
referring to the ribs, see words beginning with 
cost-, costo-.) 

ribavirin /'raibs.vairin/ noun a synthetic 
drug which helps to prevent the synthesis of 
viral DNA and RNA, used in the treatment of 
viral diseases 

rib cage /'rib keid 3 / noun the ribs and the 
space enclosed by them 
comment: The rib cage is formed of twelve 
pairs of curved bones. The top seven pairs, 
the true ribs, are joined to the breastbone in 
front by costal cartilage. The other five pairs of 
ribs, the false ribs, are not attached to the 
breastbone, though the 8th, 9th and 10th pairs 
are each attached to the rib above. The bot¬ 
tom two pairs, which are not attached to the 
breastbone at all, are called the floating ribs, 
riboflavine /,raib3u'fleivin/ same as Vita¬ 
min B 2 (note: The US spelling is riboflavin.) 
ribonuclease /.raibsu'njuiklieiz/ noun an 
enzyme which breaks down RNA 
ribonucleic acid /.raibaunjui.klmk 'resid/ 
noun one of the nucleic acids in the nucleus of 
all living cells, which takes coded information 
from DNA and translates it into specific en¬ 
zymes and proteins. /: DNA. Abbr RNA 
ribose /'raibsus/ noun a type of sugar found 
in RNA 

ribosomal /,raib3's3um(3)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to ribosomes 

ribosome /'raibsssum/ noun a tiny particle 
in a cell, containing RNA and protein, where 
protein is synthesised 

ricewater stools /'raiswaita stutlz/ plural 
noun watery faeces that are typically passed by 
people who have cholera 
rich /ritj/ adjective 1 . well supplied 2. refer¬ 
ring to food which has a high calorific value 
‘... the sublingual region has a rich blood supply de¬ 
rived from the carotid artery’ [Nursing Times ] 
ricin /'raisin/ noun a highly toxic albumin 
found in the seeds of the castor oil plant 
rick /rik/ noun a slight injury to a joint caused 
by wrenching or spraining it ■ verb to wrench 
or sprain a joint of the body slightly 
rickets /'rikits/ noun a disease of children, 
where the bones are soft and do not develop 


rima glottidis 

properly due to lack of Vitamin D. Also called 

rachitis 

comment: Initial treatment for rickets in chil¬ 
dren is a vitamin-rich diet, together with expo¬ 
sure to sunshine which causes vitamin D to 
form in the skin. 

Rickettsia /ri'ketsio/ noun a genus of micro¬ 
organisms which causes several diseases in¬ 
cluding Q fever and typhus 
rickettsial /ri'ketsiol/ adjective referring to 
Rickettsia 

rickettsial pox /ri'ketsiol poks/ noun a dis¬ 
ease found in North America, caused by Rick¬ 
ettsia akari passed to humans by bites from 
mites which live on mice 
rid /rid/ verb □ to get rid of something to 
make something go away O He can ’ t get rid of 
his cold - he’s had it for weeks. □ to be rid of 
something not to have something unpleasant 
any more O I’m very glad to be rid of my flu. 
ridge /rid 3 / noun a long raised part on the sur¬ 
face of a bone or organ 
rifampicin /rif'aempisin/ noun an antibiotic 
which works by interfering with RNA synthe¬ 
sis in the infecting bacteria, used in the treat¬ 
ment of tuberculosis, leprosy and other bacte¬ 
rial infections 

right /rait/ noun the fact of being legally enti¬ 
tled to do or to have something O You always 
have the right to ask for a second opinion. 
right colic /,rait 'kolik/ noun an artery which 
leads from the superior mesenteric artery 
right-handed /,rait 'haendid/ adjective using 
the right hand more often than the left O He ’s 
right-handed. O Most people are right-hand¬ 
ed. 

right-left shunt /,rait left '/Ant/ noun a 
malformation in the heart, allowing blood to 
flow from the pulmonary artery to the aorta 
right lymphatic duct /,rait lim.faetik 
'dAkt/ noun one of the main terminal channels 
for carrying lymph, draining the right side of 
the head and neck and entering the junction of 
the right subclavian and internal jugular veins. 
It is the smaller of the two main discharge 
points of the lymphatic system into the venous 
system, the larger being the thoracic duct, 
rigid /'rid 3 id/ adjective stiff, not moving 
rigidity /ri'd 3 iditi/ noun the fact of being rig¬ 
id, bent or not able to be moved, i) spasticity 
rigor /'rigs/ noun an attack of shivering, often 
with fever 

rigor mortis /,rigo 'moitis/ noun a condition 
in which the muscles of a dead body become 
stiff after death and then become relaxed again 
comment: Rigor mortis starts about eight 
hours after death, and begins to disappear 
several hours later. Environment and temper¬ 
ature play a large part in the timing, 
rima /'raimo/ noun a narrow crack or cleft 
rima glottidis /.riimo 'glDtidis/ noun a 
space between the vocal cords 
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ring /rig/ noun a circle of tissue, or tissue or 
muscle shaped like a circle 
ring block / 'rig bk)k/ noun the process of in¬ 
serting local anaesthetic all the way round a 
digit, e.g. a finger, in order to perform a proce¬ 
dure distal to the block. 

Ringer’s solution /'rigoz s9,lu:J(o)n/ noun 
a solution of inorganic salts which is used both 
to treat bums and cuts and to keep cells, tissues 
or organs alive outside the body 
ring finger /'rig ,figgo/ noun the third finger, 
the finger between the little finger and the mid¬ 
dle finger 

ringing in the ear/,rigig in di 'io/^tinnitus 
ringworm /'rigw3:m/ noun any of various in¬ 
fections of the skin by a fungus, in which the 
infection spreads out in a circle from a central 
point. It is very contagious and difficult to get 
rid of. Also called tinea 
Rinne’s test /'riniz test/ noun a hearing test 
in which a tuning fork is hit and its handle 
placed near the ear, to test for air conduction, 
and then on the mastoid process, to test for 
bone conduction. It is then possible to deter¬ 
mine the type of lesion which exists by finding 
if the sound is heard for a longer period by air 
or by bone conduction. [Described 1855. After 
Friedrich Heinrich Rinne (1819-68), otologist at 
Gottingen, Germany.] 

rinse out /,rins 'aut/ verb to lightly wash the 
inside of something to make it clean, e.g. to get 
rid of soap O She rinsed out the measuring jar. 
O Rinse your mouth out with mouthwash. 
ripple bed /'rip(o)l bed/ noun a type of bed 
with an air-filled mattress divided into sec¬ 
tions, in which the pressure is continuously be¬ 
ing changed so that the body can be massaged 
and bedsores can be avoided 
rise /raiz/ verb to go up O His temperature 
rose sharply, (note: rising - rose - risen) 
risk /risk/ noun the possibility of something 
harmful happening O There is a risk of a chol¬ 
era epidemic. O There is no risk of the disease 
spreading to other members of the family. □ at 
risk in danger of being harmed O Businessmen 
are particularly at risk of having a heart at¬ 
tack. □ children at risk children who are more 
likely to be harmed or to catch a disease ■ verb 
to do something which may possibly cause 
harm or have bad results O If the patient is not 
moved to an isolation ward, all the patients 
and staff in the hospital risk catching the dis¬ 
ease. 

‘.. .adenomatous polyps are a risk factor for carcino¬ 
ma of the stomach’ [Nursing Times ] 

‘...three quarters of patients aged 35-64 on GPs’ 
lists have at least one major risk factor: high choles¬ 
terol, high blood pressure or addiction to tobacco’ 
[Health Services Journal] 

risk factor /'risk .faskto/ noun a characteris¬ 
tic that increases a person’s likelihood of get¬ 
ting a particular disease O Smoking is a risk 


factor for lung cancer. O Obesity is a risk fac¬ 
tor for diabetes. 

risus sardonicus /.raisos sai'dDnikos/ 
noun a twisted smile which is a symptom of 
tetanus 

rite of passage /,rait ov 'passid 3 / noun a 
ceremony which shows that somebody is mov¬ 
ing from one stage of their life to another, e.g. 
from childhood to puberty or from unmarried 
to married life 

river blindness /'rivo .blaindnos/ noun 
blindness caused by larvae getting into the eye 
in cases of onchocerciasis 
RM abbr Registered Midwife 
RMN abbr Registered Mental Nurse 
RN abbr Registered Nurse 
RNA abbr ribonucleic acid 
RNMH abbr Registered Nurse for the Mental¬ 
ly Handicapped 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever /.roki 
,mauntm .spDtid 'fiivo/ noun a type of ty¬ 
phus caused by Rickettsia rickettsii, transmit¬ 
ted to humans by ticks 

rod /rod/ noun 1 . a stick shape with rounded 
ends O Some bacteria are shaped like rods or 
are rod-shaped. 2. one of two types of light- 
sensitive cell in the retina of the eye. Rods are 
sensitive to dim light, but not to colour. C> cone 
comment: Rod cells in the eye are sensitive to 
poor light. They contain rhodopsin or visual 
purple, which produces the nervous impulse 
which the rod transmits to the optic nerve, 
rodent ulcer /,r9ud(9)nt Also/ noun a ma¬ 
lignant tumour on the face 
comment: Rodent ulcers are different from 
some other types of cancer in that they do not 
spread to other parts of the body and do not 
metastasise, but remain on the face, usually 
near the mouth or eyes. Rodent ulcer is rare 
before middle age. 

roentgen /'rontgon/ noun a unit of radiation 
used to measure the exposure of someone or 
something to X-rays or gamma rays. Symbol R 
[After Wilhelm Konrad von Rontgen (1845- 
1923), physicist at Strasbourg, Geissen, Wurz¬ 
burg and Munich, and then Director of the phys¬ 
ics laboratory at Wurzburg where he discovered 
X-rays in 1895. Nobel prize for Physics 1901.] 
roentgenogram /'rDntgenogrsem/ noun an 
X-ray photograph 

roentgenology /.rontgo'nolodsi/ noun the 
study of X-rays and their use in medicine 
roentgen ray /'rDntgon rei/ noun an X-ray 
or gamma ray which can pass through tissue 
and leave an image on a photographic film 
role /roul/ noun 1 . the usual or expected func¬ 
tion of somebody or something in a particular 
process or event O the role of haemoglobin in 
blood clotting 2. the characteristic or expected 
pattern of behaviour of a particular member of 
a social group O the eldest child’s role in the 
family 
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role playing /'roul .pleur)/ noun the act of 
pretending to be somebody else in a situation, 
so that you have to imagine how that person 
feels and thinks. It usually involves several 
people. It is used in many training exercises 
and psychiatric evaluations, 
rolled bandage /.rould 'ba 2 ndid 3 /, roller 
bandage /.route 'b£endid 3 / noun a bandage in 
the form of a long strip of cloth which is rolled 
up from one or both ends 
Romberg’s sign /'mmbaigz sain/ noun a 
swaying of the body or falling when standing 
with the feet close together and the eyes 
closed, the result of loss of the joint position 
sense [Described 1846. After Moritz Heinrich 
Romberg (1795-1873), German physician and 
pioneer neurologist.] 

comment: If a patient cannot stand upright 
when his or her eyes are closed, this shows 
that nerves in the lower limbs which transmit 
joint position sense to the brain are damaged, 
rongeur /rag'gs:/ noun a strong surgical in¬ 
strument like a pair of pliers, used for cutting 
bone 

roof /ru:f/ noun the top part of a cavity □ roof 
of the mouth Same as palate 
root /ru:t/ noun 1 . a point from which a part of 
the body grows O root of hair or hair root O 
root of nerve or nerve root 2. part of a tooth 
which is connected to a socket in the jaw ► 
also called radix 

root canal /'ru:t ko.nsel/ noun a canal in the 
root of a tooth through which the nerves and 
blood vessels pass 

rooting reflex /'ruitirj .riifleks/ noun the in¬ 
stinct in new babies to turn their heads towards 
a touch on the cheek or mouth, which is impor¬ 
tant for breastfeeding 

Roper, Logan and Tierney model /.roupo 
.teugon on 'tioni ,mDd(o)l/ noun an important 
model of nursing developed in the UK in 1980. 
Various factors such as necessary daily tasks, 
lifespan and health status are used to assess the 
relative independence of an individual, which 
the nurse will help them to increase. 
Rorschach test /'ro:Ja:k test/ noun the ink 
blot test, used in psychological diagnosis, 
where someone is shown a series of blots of 
ink on paper and is asked to say what each blot 
reminds him or her of. The answers give infor¬ 
mation about the person’s psychological state. 
[Described 1921. After Hermann Rorschach 
(1884-1922), German-born psychiatrist who 
worked in Bern, Switzerland.] 
rosacea /rou'zeijte/ noun a common skin dis¬ 
ease seen from middle age affecting the face, 
and especially the nose, which becomes red 
because of enlarged blood vessels. The cause 
is not known. Also called acne rosacea (note: 
Despite its alternative name, rosacea is not a 
type of acne.) 

rosea /'rouzte/ + pityriasis 


roseola infantum /rou.ziiote in'fasntom/ 
noun a sudden infection of small children, with 
fever, swelling of the lymph glands and a rash. 
It is caused by herpesvirus 6. Also called exan¬ 
them subitum 

rostral /'rDStr(o)l/ adjective like the beak of a 
bird 

rostrum /'mstrom/ noun a projecting part of 
a bone or structure shaped like a beak (note: 
The plural is rostra.) 

rot /rDt/ verb to decay, to become putrefied O 
The flesh was rotting round the wound as gan¬ 
grene set in. O The fingers can rot away in lep¬ 
rosy. 

rotate /rou'teit/ verb to move in a circle, or 
make something move in a circle 
rotation /rou'teiJ(9)n/ noun the act of mov¬ 
ing in a circle. See illustration at anatomical 
terms in Supplement □ lateral and medial 
rotation turning part of the body to the side, 
towards the midline 

rotator /rou'teito/ noun a muscle which 
makes a limb rotate 

rotavirus /'routovairos/ noun any of a group 
of viruses associated with gastroenteritis in 
children 

‘...rotavirus is now widely accepted as an important 
cause of childhood diarrhoea in many different parts 
of the world’ [East African Medical Journal ] 

Rothera’s test /'rndoroz test/ noun a test to 
see if acetone is present in urine, a sign of ke¬ 
tosis which is a complication of diabetes mel- 
litus [After Arthur Cecil Hamel Rothera (1880- 
1915), biochemist in Melbourne, Australia] 

Roth spot /'rout spDt/ noun a pale spot 
which sometimes occurs on the retina of a per¬ 
son who has leukaemia or some other diseases 
[After Moritz Roth (1839-1915), Swiss patholo¬ 
gist and physician] 
rotunda /rou'tAndo/* fenestra 
rough /rAf/ adjective not smooth O rough skin 
roughage /'rAfid 3 / noun same as dietary fi¬ 
bre 

comment: Roughage is found in cereals, nuts, 
fruit and vegetables. It is believed to be nec¬ 
essary to help digestion and avoid developing 
constipation and obesity, 
rouleau /rui'teu/ noun a roll of red blood 
cells which have stuck together like a column 
of coins (note: The plural is rouleaux.) 
round /raund/ adjective shaped like a circle ■ 
noun a regular visit □ to do the rounds of the 
wards to visit various wards in a hospital and 
talk to the nurses and check on patients’ 
progress or condition □ a health visitor’s 
rounds regular series of visits made by a 
health visitor 

round ligament /raund 'ligomont/ noun a 
band of muscle which stretches from the uter¬ 
us to the labia 

round window /raund 'windou/ noun a 
round opening between the middle ear and the 
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cochlea, and closed by a membrane. Also 
called fenestra rotunda. See illustration at ear 
in Supplement 

roundworm /'raundw3:m/ noun any of sev¬ 
eral common types of parasitic worms with 
round bodies, such as hookworms. Compare 

flatworm 

Rovsing’s sign/'rovsigz sain/ noun pain in 
the right iliac fossa when the left iliac fossa is 
pressed, which is a sign of acute appendicitis 
[Described 1907. After Nils Thorkild Rovsing 
(1862-1927), Professor of Surgery at Copenha¬ 
gen, Denmark.] 

Royal College of General Practitioners/ 

,roiol ,kDlid 3 ov 'd3en(o)r3l/ noun a profes¬ 
sional association which represents family 
doctors. Abbr RCGP 

Royal College of Nursing /.roiol ,kDlid 3 
ov 'n3isir)/ noun a professional association 
which represents nurses. Abbr RCN 
Roy’s model /'roiz ,mDd(o)l/ noun a model 
for nursing developed in the US in the 1970s. 
It describes a person’s health as being a state of 
successful positive adaptation to all those 
stimuli from the environment which could in¬ 
terfere with their basic need satisfaction. Ill¬ 
ness results from an inability to adapt to such 
stimuli, so nurses should help patients to over¬ 
come this. 

RQ abbr respiratory quotient 
RR abbr 1 . recovery room 2. relative risk 
-rrhage /rid 3 /, -rrhagia /'reid33/ suffix refer¬ 
ring to an unusual flow or discharge of blood 
-rrhaphy /rofi/ suffix referring to surgical 
sewing or suturing 

-rrhexis /reksis/ suffix referring to splitting or 
rupture 

-rrhoea /rio/ suffix referring to an unusual 
flow or discharge of fluid from an organ 
RSCN abbr Registered Sick Children’s Nurse 
RSI abbr repetitive strain injury 
RSV abbr respiratory syncytial virus 
RTN abbr Registered Theatre Nurse 
rub /rAb/ noun a lotion used to rub on the skin 
O The ointment is used as a rub. ■ verb 1. to 
move something, especially the hands, back¬ 
wards and forwards over a surface O She 
rubbed her leg after she knocked it against the 
table. O He rubbed his hands to make the cir¬ 
culation return. 2. □ to rub into to make an 
ointment go into the skin by rubbing O Rub the 
liniment gently into the skin. 
rubber /'rAbo/ noun 1. a material which can 
be stretched and compressed, made from the 
thick white liquid called latex, from a tropical 
tree 2. a condom ( informal) 
rubber sheet /,rAbo 'Jilt/ noun a waterproof 
sheet put on hospital beds or on the bed of a 
child who is prone to bedwetting, to protect the 
mattress 


rubbing alcohol /'rAbig .selkohDl/ noun US 

same as surgical spirit 

rubefacient /.ruibi'feiJXojnt/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes the skin warm, and pink 
or red ■ adjective causing the skin to become 
red 

rubella /rui'belo/ noun a common infectious 
viral disease of children with mild fever, swol¬ 
len lymph nodes and rash. Also called German 
measles 

comment: Rubella can cause stillbirth or mal¬ 
formation of an unborn baby if the mother 
catches the disease while pregnant. One 
component of the MMR vaccine immunises 
against rubella. 

rubeola /rui'biiolo/ noun same as measles 
Rubin’s test /'ruibinz test/ noun a test to 
see if the Fallopian tubes are free from ob¬ 
struction [After Isador Clinton Rubin (b. 1883), 
US gynaecologist] 

rubor /'ruibo/ noun redness of the skin or tis¬ 
sue 

rudimentary / l ru:di'ment(9)ri/ adjective ex¬ 
isting in a small form, or not developed fully O 
The child was born with rudimentary arms. 
Ruff ini corpuscles /rui'fiini ,ko:pAs(»lz/, 
Ruffini nerve endings /rui.fiini 'n3iv 
,endir)z/ plural noun branching nerve endings 
in the skin, which are thought to be sensitive to 
heat 

ruga /'ruigo/ noun a fold or ridge, especially 
in a mucous membrane such as the lining of 
the stomach (note: The plural is rugae.) 
rule out /,ruil 'aut/ verb to state that someone 
does not have a specific disease O We can rule 
out shingles. 

rumbling /'rAmblig/ noun borborygmus, 
noise in the abdomen, caused by gas in the in¬ 
testine 

rumination /.ruimi'neiJXojn/ noun 1. a con¬ 
dition in which someone has constant irration¬ 
al thoughts which they cannot control 2. the re¬ 
gurgitation of food from the stomach which is 
then swallowed again 

run lrAn/ verb {of the nose) to drip with liquid 
secreted from the mucous membrane in the na¬ 
sal passage O His nose is running. O If your 
nose is running, blow it on a handkerchief. O 
One of the symptoms of a cold is a running 
nose. 

run-down /,rAn 'daun/ adjective exhausted 
and unwell 

running /'rAnig/ adjective from which liquid 
is flowing O running eyes 
running sore/.rAnir) 'so:/ noun a sore which 
is discharging pus 

runny nose /,rAni 'nouz/ noun a nose which 
is dripping with liquid from the mucous mem¬ 
brane 

runs /rAnz/ noun the runs same as diarrhoea 

(informal ) O I’ve got the runs again, (note: 
Takes a singular or plural verb.) 
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rupture /'rAptJo/ noun 1. the breaking or 
tearing of an organ such as the appendix 2. 
same as hernia ■ verb to break or tear some¬ 
thing 

ruptured spleen /.rAptJhd 'splint/ noun a 
spleen which has been torn by piercing or by a 
blow 

Russell traction /'rAs(o)l ,traekj(3)n/ noun 
a type of traction with weights and slings used 
to straighten a femur which has been fractured 


[Described 1924. After R. Hamilton Russell 
(1860-1933), Australian surgeon.] 

Ryle’s tube /'railz ,tju;b/ noun a thin tube 
which is passed into the stomach through ei¬ 
ther the nose or mouth, used to pump out the 
contents of the stomach or to introduce a bari¬ 
um meal in the stomach [Described 1921. After 
John Alfred Ryle (1882-1950), physician at Lon¬ 
don, Cambridge and Oxford, UK.] 



Sabin vaccine /'seibin ,Vceksi:n/ noun an 
oral vaccine against poliomyelitis, consisting 
of weak live polio virus. Compare Salk vac¬ 
cine (note: This is the vaccine used in the UK) 
[Developed 1955. After Albert Bruce Sabin 
(1906-93), Russian-born New York bacteriolo¬ 
gist.] 

sac /Seek/ noun a part of the body shaped like 
a bag 

saccades /sce'keidz/ plural noun controlled 
rapid movements of the eyes made when a per¬ 
son is changing the direction in which they are 
focusing, e.g. when they are reading 
sacchar- /Seeks/ prefix same as saccharo- 
(used before vowels) 

saccharide /'sseksraid/ noun a form of car¬ 
bohydrate 

saccharin /'seeksrin/ noun a white crystal¬ 
line substance, used in place of sugar because, 
although it is nearly 500 times sweeter than 
sugar, it contains no carbohydrates 
saccharine /'sseksrain/ adjective relating to, 
resembling or containing sugar 
saccharo- /sseksrsu/ prefix referring to sugar 
saccule /'ssekjuil/, sacculus /'seekjulss/ 
noun the smaller of two sacs in the vestibule of 
the inner ear which is part of the mechanism 
which relates information about the position of 
the head in space 
sacra /'seikro/ plural of sacrum 
sacral /'seikrol/ adjective referring to the sac¬ 
rum 

sacral foramen /.seikrol fo'reimon/ noun 
one of the openings in the sacrum through 
which the sacral nerves pass. See illustration at 
pelvis in Supplement (note: The plural is sac¬ 
ral foramina.) 

sacralisation /.scekrolai'zeiJXojn/, sacrali¬ 
zation noun a condition in which the lowest 
lumbar vertebra fuses with the sacrum 
sacral nerve /'saskrol ,n3iv/ noun one of the 
nerves which branch from the spinal cord in 
the sacrum and govern the legs, the arms and 
the genital area 

sacral plexus /.seikrol 'pleksos/ noun a 
group of nerves inside the pelvis near the sac¬ 


rum which lead to nerves in the buttocks, back 
of the thigh and lower leg and foot 
sacral vertebrae /.seikrol 'v3itibri:/ plural 
noun the five vertebrae in the lower part of the 
spine which are fused together to form the sac¬ 
rum 

sacro- /seikrou/ prefix referring to the sacrum 
sacrococcygeal /.seikroukok'siidsiol/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the sacrum and the coccyx 
sacroiliac /.seikrou'iliask/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the sacrum and the ilium 
sacroiliac joint /.seikrou'iliask d 3 oint/ 
noun a joint where the sacrum joins the ilium 
sacroiliitis /.seikrouili'aitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the sacroiliac joint 
sacrotuberous ligament /.seikrou 
,t juiboros 'ligomont/ noun the large ligament 
between the iliac spine, the sacrum, the coccyx 
and the ischial tuberosity 
sacro-uterine ligament /.seikrou 
Juitorain Tigamant/ noun a ligament which 
goes from the neck of the uterus to the sacrum, 
passing on each side of the rectum 
sacrum /'seikrom/ noun a flat triangular 
bone, formed of five sacral vertebrae fused to¬ 
gether, located between the lumbar vertebrae 
and the coccyx. It articulates with the coccyx 
and also with the hip bones. See illustration at 
pelvis in Supplement (note: The plural is sac¬ 
ra.) 

SAD abbr seasonal affective disorder 
saddle joint /'s2ed(9)l d 30 int/ noun a syno¬ 
vial joint where one element is concave and 
the other convex, like the joint between the 
thumb and the wrist 

saddle-nose /'s£ed(o)l nouz/ noun a deep 
bridge of the nose, usually a sign of injury but 
sometimes a sign of tertiary syphilis 
sadism /'seidiz(9)m/ noun a sexual condi¬ 
tion in which a person finds sexual pleasure in 
hurting others 

sadist /'seidist/ noun a person whose sexual 
urge is linked to sadism 
sadistic /so'distik/ adjective referring to sad¬ 
ism. Compare masochism 
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SADS abbr seasonal affective disorder syn¬ 
drome 

safe /seif / adjective 1 . not likely to cause harm 
O Is it safe to use this drug on someone who is 
diabetic? 2. in a protected place or situation 
and not likely to be harmed or lost O Keep the 
drugs in a safe place. O He’s safe in hospital 
being looked after by the doctors and nurses. 
(note: safer - safest) 

‘...a good collateral blood supply makes occlusion 

of a single branch of the coeliac axis safe’ 

[British Medical Journal ] 

safe dose /seif 'dous/ noun the amount of a 
drug which can be given without being harm¬ 
ful 

safely /'seifli/ adverb without danger, without 
being hurt O You can safely take six tablets a 
day without any risk of side-effects. 
safe period /'seif ^ioriod/ noun the time 
during the menstrual cycle, when conception 
is not likely to occur, and sexual intercourse 
can take place, used as a method of contracep¬ 
tion. i> rhythm method 

safe sex /seif 'seks/ noun the use of meas¬ 
ures such as a contraceptive sheath and having 
only one sexual partner to reduce the possibil¬ 
ity of catching a sexually transmitted disease 
safety /'seifti/ noun the fact of being safe □ 
to take safety precautions to do things which 
make your actions or condition safe 
safety pin /'seifti pin/ noun a special type of 
bent pin with a guard which protects the point, 
used for attaching nappies or bandages 
sagittal /'s£ed 3 it(o)l/ adjective going from 
the front of the body to the back, dividing it 
into right and left 

sagittal plane /,s£ed 3 it(o)l 'plein/ noun the 
division of the body along the midline, at right 
angles to the coronal plane, dividing the body 
into right and left parts. Also called median 
plane. See illustration at anatomical terms in 
Supplement 

sagittal section /,sced 3 it(o)l 'sekjon/ noun 
any section or cut through the body, going 
from the front to the back along the length of 
the body 

sagittal suture /,sced 3 it(o)l 'suitjo/ noun a 
joint along the top of the head where the two 
parietal bones are fused 
StHA abbr Strategic Health Authority 
St John Ambulance Association and 
Brigade /sont ,d 3 Dn 'aembjulons o.sousl 
ieiJ(o)n on bri'geid/ noun a voluntary organ¬ 
isation which gives training in first aid and 
whose members provide first aid at public 
events such as football matches and demon¬ 
strations 

St Louis encephalitis /seint ,lu:is en,kefo 
'laitis/ noun a sometimes fatal form of en¬ 
cephalitis, transmitted by the ordinary house 
mosquito, Culex pipiens [After St Louis, Mis¬ 
souri, USA, where it was first diagnosed] 


St Vitus’s dance /sont 'vaitosiz dams/ 
noun a former name for Sydenham’s chorea 
salbutamol /scel'bjuitomDl/ noun a drug 
which relaxes and dilates the bronchi, used in 
the relief of asthma, emphysema and chronic 
bronchitis 

salicylate /so'lisileit/ noun one of various 
pain-killing substances derived from salicylic 
acid, e.g. aspirin 

salicylic acid /.seeli,silik 'sesid/ noun a 
white antiseptic substance which destroys bac¬ 
teria and fungi and which is used in ointments 
to treat corns, warts and other skin disorders 
salicylism /'s£elisiliz(o)m/ noun the effects 
of poisoning due to too much salicylic acid. 
Symptoms include headache, tinnitus, faint¬ 
ness and vomiting. 

saline /'seilain/ adjective referring to or con¬ 
taining salt O The patient was given a saline 
transfusion. ■ noun same as saline solution 
saline drip /.seilain 'drip/ noun a drip con¬ 
taining a saline solution 
saline solution /'seilain so,lu:J(3)n/ noun a 
solution made of distilled water and sodium 
chloride, which is introduced into the body in¬ 
travenously through a drip 
saliva /so'laivo/ noun a fluid in the mouth, se¬ 
creted by the salivary glands, which starts the 
process of digesting food (note: For terms re¬ 
ferring to saliva, see words beginning with ptyal- 
, ptyalo- or sial-, sialo-.) 
comment: Saliva is a mixture of a large quan¬ 
tity of water and a small amount of mucus, se¬ 
creted by the salivary glands. Saliva acts to 
keep the mouth and throat moist, allowing 
food to be swallowed easily. It also contains 
the enzyme ptyalin, which begins the diges¬ 
tive process of converting starch into sugar 
while food is still in the mouth. Because of this 
association with food, the salivary glands pro¬ 
duce saliva automatically when food is seen, 
smelt or even simply talked about, 
salivary /so'laiv(o)ri/ adjective referring to 
saliva 

salivary calculus /s3,laiv(o)ri 'kselkjubs/ 
noun a stone which forms in a salivary gland 
salivary gland /so'laiv(3)ri glcend/ noun a 
gland which secretes saliva, situated under the 
tongue (the sublingual gland), beneath the 
lower jaw (the submandibular gland) and in 
the neck at the back of the lower jaw joint (the 
parotid gland) 

salivate /'saHiveit/ verb to produce saliva 
salivation ^sasli'veiJXojn/ noun the produc¬ 
tion of saliva 

Salk vaccine /'soik ,vaeksi:n/ noun an in¬ 
jected vaccine against poliomyelitis, consist¬ 
ing of inactivated polio virus. Compare Sabin 
vaccine [Developed 1954. After Jonas Edward 
Salk (1914-95), virologist in Pittsburgh, USA.] 
salmeterol /sael'metorol/ noun a drug which 
relaxes and widens the airways, used to treat 
severe asthma 
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Salmonella /.saslmo'nelo/ noun a genus of 
pathogenic bacteria which live in the intestines 
and are usually acquired by eating contaminat¬ 
ed food, responsible for many cases of gastro¬ 
enteritis and for typhoid or paratyphoid fever 
(note: The plural is Salmonellae.) 
Salmonella poisoning /.saslmo'nelo 
,poiz(3)nir)/ noun poisoning caused by Sal¬ 
monellae which develop in the intestines O 
Five people were taken to hospital with Salmo¬ 
nella poisoning. 

salmonellosis /.scelmone'lousis/ noun food 
poisoning caused by Salmonella in the diges¬ 
tive system 

salping- /Scelpind3/ prefix same as salpingo- 
(used before vowels) 

salpingectomy /.saelpin'dsektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove or cut a Fallopian 
tube, used as a method of contraception 
salpingitis /,saelpin'd 3 aitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation, usually of a Fallopian tube 
salpingo- /saslpiggou/ prefix 1. referring to 
the Fallopian tubes 2. referring to the auditory 
meatus 

salpingography /.saelpig'gografi/ noun an 
X-ray examination of the Fallopian tubes 
salpingolysis /.scelpirj'golisis/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to open up blocked Fallopian 
tubes by removing any adhesions near the ova¬ 
ries 

salpingo-oophorectomy /sael.pirjgou 
^uofo'rektomi/ noun a surgical operation to 
remove a Fallopian tube and ovary 
salpingo-oophoritis /sasl.pirjgou .ouofo 
'raitis/, salpingo-oothecitis /szel.piggou 
,91)301'salt is/ noun inflammation of a Fallopi¬ 
an tube and the ovary connected to it 
salpingo-oophorocele /sasl.piggou au 
'Dforousiil/, salpingo-oothecocele /sasl 
.piggou ouo'Oiikousiil/ noun a hernia where a 
Fallopian tube and its ovary pass through a 
weak point in the surrounding tissue 
salpingostomy /.saslpig'gDstomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to open up a blocked Fallo¬ 
pian tube 

salpinx /'saslpirjks/ noun same as Fallopian 
tube (note: The plural is salpinges.) 
salt /soilt/ noun 1 . small white crystals mainly 
of sodium chloride used to flavour and pre¬ 
serve food 2. a crystalline compound, usually 
containing a metal, formed when an acid is 
neutralised by an alkali 
comment: Salt forms a necessary part of diet, 
as it replaces salt lost in sweating and helps to 
control the water balance in the body. It also 
improves the working of the muscles and 
nerves. Most diets contain more salt than 
each person actually needs, and although it 
has not been proved to be harmful, it is gener¬ 
ally wise to cut down on salt consumption. 
Salt is one of the four tastes, the others being 
sweet, sour and bitter. 


salt depletion /'soilt di,pliij(9)n/ noun loss 
of salt from the body, by sweating or vomiting, 
which causes cramp 

salt-free diet /.soilt fri: 'daiot/ noun a diet 
in which no salt is allowed 
salve /s£elv/ noun an ointment 
sample /'saimpol/ noun a small quantity of 
something used for testing O Blood samples 
were taken from all the staff in the hospital. O 
The doctor asked her to provide a urine sam¬ 
ple. 

sanatorium /.sgeno'toiriom/ noun an institu¬ 
tion, similar to a hospital, which treats partic¬ 
ular types of disorder such as tuberculosis, or 
offers special treatment such as hot baths or 
massage (note: The plural is sanatoria or san- 
atoriums.) 

sandflea /'sasndfli:/ noun the jigger, a tropi¬ 
cal insect which enters the skin between the 
toes and digs under the skin, causing intense 
irritation 

sandfly fever /'ssendflai ,fiiv9/ noun a virus 
infection like influenza, which is transmitted 
by the bite of the sandfly Phlebotomus pap- 
atasii and is common in the Middle East 
sandwich therapy /'sasnwidj ,0er9pi/ 
noun a system in which one type of treatment 
is used between exposures to a different treat¬ 
ment, e.g., chemotherapy given before and af¬ 
ter radiation, or radiation given before and af¬ 
ter surgery 

sangui- /sasrjgwi/ prefix relating to blood 
sanguineous /saeg'gwinios/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to blood, containing blood 
sanies /'seiniiiz/ noun a discharge from a 
sore or wound which has an unpleasant smell 
sanitary /'s 2 emt(o)ri/ adjective 1 . clean 2. re¬ 
ferring to hygiene or to health 
sanitary towel /'s£emt(o)ri ,tau91/ noun a 
disposable pad of absorbent material worn by 
women to absorb the blood flow during men¬ 
struation 

sanitation /.sasni'teiJXojn/ noun the practice 
of being hygienic, especially referring to pub¬ 
lic hygiene O Poor sanitation in crowded con¬ 
ditions can result in the spread of disease. 

SA node /,es 'ei noud/, S-A node noun same 
as sinoatrial node 

saphena /S9'fi:n9/ noun same as saphenous 
vein (note: The plural is saphenae.) 
saphenous /so'fiinos/ adjective relating to 
the saphenous veins 

saphenous nerve /so'fiinos n3iv/ noun a 
branch of the femoral nerve which connects 
with the sensory nerves in the skin of the lower 
leg 

saphenous opening /so.fiinos 
'oup(o)nir)/ noun a hole in the fascia of the 
thigh through which the saphenous vein passes 
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saphenous vein /ss'fiinss vein/ noun one 
of two veins which take blood from the foot up 
the leg. Also called saphena 
COMMENT: The long (internal) saphenous vein, 
the longest vein in the body, runs from the foot 
up the inside of the leg and joins the femoral 
vein. The short (posterior) saphenous vein 
runs up the back of the lower leg and joins the 
popliteal vein. 

sapphism /'sasfiz(3)m/ noun same as lesbi¬ 
anism 

sapraemia /S£e'pri:mi3/ noun blood poison¬ 
ing by saprophytes 

saprophyte /'steprofait/ noun a microorgan¬ 
ism which lives on dead or decaying tissue 
saprophytic /saeproo'fitik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an organism which lives on dead or de¬ 
caying tissue 

sarc- /sa:k/, sarco- /satkou/ prefix 1 . refer¬ 
ring to flesh 2. referring to muscle 
sarcoid /'satkoid/ noun a tumour which is 
like a sarcoma ■ adjective like a sarcoma 
sarcoidosis /.saikoi'ctausis/ noun a disease 
causing enlargement of the lymph nodes, 
where small nodules or granulomas form in 
certain tissues, especially in the lungs or liver 
and other parts of the body. Also called 
Boeck’s disease, Boeck’s sarcoid (note: The 
Kveim test confirms the presence of sarcoido¬ 
sis.) 

sarcolemma /,sa:k3u'lem3/ noun a mem¬ 
brane surrounding a muscle fibre 
sarcoma /sat'koumo/ noun a cancer of con¬ 
nective tissue such as bone, muscle or cartilage 
sarcomatosis /sa:,k3um3't3usis/ noun a 
condition in which a sarcoma has spread 
through the bloodstream to many parts of the 
body 

sarcomatous /sa:'knmot3s/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a sarcoma 

sarcomere /'satkomio/ noun a filament in 
myofibril 

sarcoplasm /'sa:k3plaez(3)m/ noun semi¬ 
liquid cytoplasm in muscle membrane. Also 
called myoplasm 

sarcoplasmic /,sa:k3u'plaezmik/ adjective 
referring to sarcoplasm 
sarcoplasmic reticulum /,sa:kou 
plaezmik n'tikjulsm/ noun a network in the 
cytoplasm of striated muscle fibres 
sarcoptes /sat'koptiiz/ noun a type of mite 
which causes scabies 

sardonicus /sat'donikss/ > risus sardoni- 
cus 

SARS /sa:z/ noun a serious, sometimes fatal, 
infection affecting the respiratory system, first 
seen in China. Suspected cases of SARS must 
be isolated with full barrier nursing precau¬ 
tions. Full form severe acute respiratory syn¬ 
drome 

sartorius /sai'toirios/ noun a very long mus¬ 
cle, the longest muscle in the body, which runs 


from the anterior iliac spine, across the thigh 
down to the tibia 

saturated fat /.ssetjoreitid 'feet/ noun a fat 
which has the largest amount of hydrogen pos¬ 
sible 

comment: Animal fats such as butter and fat 
meat are saturated fatty acids. It is thought 
that increasing the amount of unsaturated and 
polyunsaturated fats, mainly vegetable fats 
and oils, and fish oil, and reducing saturated 
fats in the food intake helps reduce the level 
of cholesterol in the blood, and so lessens the 
risk of atherosclerosis. 

saturnism /'scet9niz(o)m/ noun lead poison- 
ing 

satyriasis /.sasto'raiosis/ noun an obsessive 
sexual urge in a man (note: A similar condition 
in a woman is called nymphomania.) 
saucerisation ^soisorai'zeiJXojn/, sauceri- 
zation noun 1 . a surgical operation in which 
tissue is cut out in the form of a saucer-like de¬ 
pression, usually in order to help material 
drain away from infected areas of bone 2. the 
shallow saucer-like appearance of the upper 
surface of a vertebra after a compression frac¬ 
ture 

save /seiv/ verb 1 . to stop someone from be¬ 
ing hurt or killed O The doctors saved the little 
boy from dying of cancer. □ the surgeons 
saved her life they stopped the patient from 
dying 2. to stop something from being dam¬ 
aged O The surgeons were unable to save the 
sight of their patient. 

saw /so:/ noun a tool with a long metal blade 
with teeth along its edge, used for cutting ■ 
verb to cut something with a saw (note: saw¬ 
ing - sawed - sawn) 

Sayre’s jacket /'seioz ,d 3 aekit/ noun a plas¬ 
ter cast which supports the spine when verte¬ 
brae have been deformed by tuberculosis or 
spinal disease [After Lewis Albert Sayre (1820- 
1901), US surgeon] 

S.C. abbr subcutaneous 
scab /skeeb/ noun a crust of dry blood which 
forms over a wound and protects it 
scabicide /'skeibosaid/ noun a solution 
which kills mites ■ adjective killing mites 
scabies /'skeibiiz/ noun a very irritating in¬ 
fection of the skin caused by a mite which lives 
under the skin 

scala /'skailo/ noun a spiral canal in the coch¬ 
lea 

comment: The cochlea is formed of three spi¬ 
ral canals: the scala vestibuli which is filled 
with perilymph and connects with the oval 
window; the scala media which is filled with 
endolymph and transmits vibrations from the 
scala vestibuli through the basilar membrane 
to the scala tympani, which in turn transmits 
the sound vibrations to the round window, 
scald /skoild/ noun an injury to the skin 
caused by touching a very hot liquid or steam. 
Also called wet burn ■ verb to injure the skin 
with a very hot liquid or steam 
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scalding /'skoddirj/ adjective 1. referring to a 
liquid which is very hot 2. referring to urine 
which gives a burning sensation when passed 
scale /skeil/ noun 1 . a thin flat piece of some¬ 
thing such as dead skin 2. same as tartar 3. a 
system of measurement or valuation based on 
a series of marks or levels with regular inter¬ 
vals between them O a pay scale 4. same as 
scales ■ verb to remove the calcium deposits 
from teeth 

scalenus /skei'limos/, scalene /'skeiliin/ 
noun one of a group of muscles in the neck 
which bend the neck forwards and sideways, 
and also help expand the lungs in deep breath¬ 
ing 

scalenus syndrome /skei'liinos ,sinf 
droum/ noun a pain in an arm, caused by the 
scalenus anterior muscle pressing the subcla¬ 
vian artery and the brachial plexus against the 
vertebrae. Also called thoracic outlet syn¬ 
drome 

scale off /.skeil 'Df/ verb to fall off in scales 
scaler /'skeilo/ noun a surgical instrument for 
scaling teeth 

scales /skeilz/ noun a machine for weighing 
O The nurses weighed the baby on the scales. 
scalp /skaslp/ noun the thick skin and muscle, 
with the hair, which covers the skull 
scalpel /'skselpol/ noun a small sharp-point¬ 
ed knife used in surgery 
scaly /'skeili/ adjective covered in scales O 
The pustules harden and become scaly. 
scan /sksen/ noun 1 . an examination of part of 
the body using computer-interpreted X-rays to 
create a picture of the part on a screen 2. a pic¬ 
ture of part of the body created on a screen us¬ 
ing computer-interpreted X-rays ■ verb to ex¬ 
amine part of the body using computer-inter¬ 
preted X-rays to create a picture of the part on 
a screen 

scanner /'skasno/ noun 1 . a machine which 
scans a part of the body 2. a person who exam¬ 
ines a test slide 3. a person who operates a 
scanning machine 

scanning /'skaeniq/ noun 1. the act of exam¬ 
ining an area with the eyes 2. the act of exam¬ 
ining internal organs of the body with a piece 
of electronic equipment 
scanning speech /'skaeniq spiitJV noun a 
disorder in speaking, where each sound is spo¬ 
ken separately and given equal stress 
scaphocephalic /.skasfouso'faslik/ adjec¬ 
tive having a long narrow skull 
scaphocephaly /.skasfou'kefoli, .skasfou 
'sefoli/ noun a condition in which the skull is 
unusually long and narrow 
scaphoid /'skcefoid/, scaphoid bone / 
'skasfoid boun/ noun one of the carpal bones 
in the wrist. See illustration at hand in Supple¬ 
ment 


scapula /'sksepjulo/ noun one of two large 
flat bones covering the top part of the back. 
Also called shoulder blade (note: The plural is 

scapulae.) 

scapular /'skaspjulo/ adjective referring to 
the shoulder blade 

scapulo- /sksepjulou/ prefix relating to the 
scapula 

scapulohumeral /.skeepjulou'hjuimorol/ 
adjective referring to the scapula and humerus 
scar /ska:/ noun the mark left on the skin after 
a wound or surgical incision has healed O He 
still has the scar of his appendicectomy. Also 
called cicatrix ■ verb to leave a scar on the 
skin O The burns have scarred him for life. O 
Plastic surgeons have tried to repair the 
scarred arm. O Patients were given special 
clothes to reduce hypertrophic scarring. 
scarification /skaerifi'keiJ(o)n/ noun 
scratching, making minute cuts on the surface 
of the skin, e.g. for a smallpox vaccination 
scarificator /'skasrifokeito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used for scarification 
scarlatina /.skailo'tiino/, scarlet fever / 
,ska:lot 'fiivo/ noun an infectious disease 
with a fever, sore throat and a red rash. It is 
caused by a haemolytic streptococcus and can 
sometimes have serious complications if the 
kidneys are infected. 

Scarpa’s triangle /,ska:pa:z 'traiserjgol/ 
noun same as femoral triangle [After Antonio 
Scarpa (1747-1832), Italian anatomist and sur¬ 
geon] 

scar tissue /'ska: .Uju:/ noun fibrous tissue 
which forms a scar 

scat- /skast/, scato- /'skastou/ prefix referring 
to the faeces 

scato le /'sksetoul/ noun a substance in fae¬ 
ces, formed in the intestine, which causes a 
strong smell (note: Also spelled skatole.) 

SCC abbr squamous cell carcinoma 
scent /sent/ noun 1. a pleasant smell O The 
scent of flowers makes me sneeze. 2. a cosmet¬ 
ic substance which has a pleasant smell 3. a 
smell given off by a substance which stimu¬ 
lates the sense of smell 

scented /'sentid/ adjective with a strong 
pleasant smell O He is allergic to scented 
soap. 

schema /'ski:mo/ noun same as body image 
Scheuermann’s disease /'Joiomonz di 
,zi:z/ noun inflammation of the bones and car¬ 
tilage in the spine, usually affecting adoles¬ 
cents [Described 1920. After Holger Werfel 
Scheuermann (1877-1960), Danish orthopaed¬ 
ic surgeon and radiologist.] 

Schick test /'JTk test/ noun a test to see if a 
person is immune to diphtheria [Described 
1908. After Bela Schick (1877-1967), paediatri¬ 
cian in Vienna, Austria, and New York, USA.] 
comment: In the Schick test, a small amount 
of diphtheria toxin is injected, and if the point 
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of injection becomes inflamed it shows the 
person is not immune to the disease (a posi¬ 
tive reaction). 

Schilling test /'Jilig test/ noun a test to see 
if someone can absorb Vitamin B 12 through 
the intestines, to determine cases of pernicious 
anaemia [After Robert Frederick Schilling (b. 
1919), US physician] 

-schisis /skaisis/ suffix referring to a fissure 
or split 

schisto- /JTstou/ prefix referring to some¬ 
thing which is split 

Schistosoma /Jisto'soumo/, schistosome 

/'Jistosoum/ same as bilharzia 
schistosomiasis /Jistosou'maiosis/ noun 

same as bilharziasis 

SChiz- /skits/, schizo- /skitsou/ prefix refer¬ 
ring to something which is split 
schizoid /'skitsoid/ adjective referring to 
schizophrenia ■ noun a person who has a less 
severe form of schizophrenia 
schizoid personality /.skitsoid ,p3iso 
'naeliti/ noun a disorder in which someone is 
cold towards other people, thinks mainly about 
himself or herself and behaves in an odd way. 
Also called split personality 
schizophrenia /.skitsou'friinio/ noun a 
mental disorder in which someone withdraws 
from contact with other people, has delusions 
and seems to lose contact with the real world 
schizophrenic /.skitsou'frenik/ noun 
someone who has schizophrenia ■ adjective 
having schizophrenia 

schizotypal personality disorder / 

.skitsoutaipol ,p3is9'n2eliti dis.oido/ noun a 
schizoid personality type disorder 
Schlatter’s disease /'Jlaetoz di,zi:z / noun 
inflammation in the bones and cartilage at the 
top of the tibia [Described 1903. After Carl 
Schlatter (1864-1934), Professor of Surgery at 
Zurich, Switzerland.] 

Schlemm’s canal /'Jlemz ko.nael/ noun a 
circular canal in the sclera of the eye, which 
drains the aqueous humour [Described 1830. 
After Friedrich Schlemm (1795-1858), Profes¬ 
sor of Anatomy in Berlin, Germany.] 
Schonlein-Henoch purpura /J3inlain 
'henDk ( p3ipjuro/, Schonlein’s purpura / 
'J3inlainz ,p3ipjuro/ noun a blood disorder 
of children, in which the skin becomes purple 
on the buttocks and lower legs, the joints are 
swollen and painful and there are gastrointes¬ 
tinal problems 

school /skuil/ noun 1 . a place where children 
are taught 2. a specialised section of a univer¬ 
sity 

school health service /skuil 'hel0 ,s3ivis/ 
noun a special service, part of the local health 
authority, which looks after the health of chil¬ 
dren in school 


school nurse /skuil 'n3is/ noun a nurse who 
works in a school, treating health problems 
and promoting health and safety 
Schwann cells /'JvDn selz/ plural noun the 
cells which form the myelin sheath around a 
nerve fibre. See illustration at neurone in Sup¬ 
plement [Described 1839. After Friedrich Theo¬ 
dor Schwann (1810-82), German anatomist.] 
schwannoma /JvD'noumo/ noun a neurofi¬ 
broma, a benign tumour of a peripheral nerve 
Schwartze’s operation /'JVoitsiz ,Dporef 
iJ’(o)n/ noun the original surgical operation to 
drain fluid and remove infected tissue from the 
mastoid process [After Hermann Schwartze 
(1837-1910), German otologist] 
sciatic /sai'astik/ adjective 1 . referring to the 
hip 2. referring to the sciatic nerve 
sciatica /sai'aetiko/ noun pain along the sci¬ 
atic nerve, usually at the back of the thighs and 
legs 

comment: Sciatica can be caused by a 
slipped disc which presses on a spinal nerve, 
or can simply be caused by straining a muscle 
in the back. 

sciatic nerve /sai'setik n3iv/ noun one of 
two main nerves which run from the sacral 
plexus into each of the thighs, dividing into a 
series of nerves in the lower legs and feet. 
They are the largest nerves in the body. 

SCID abbr severe combined immunodeficien- 

Cy . 

science /'saions/ noun a study based on 
looking at and recording facts, especially facts 
arranged into a system 

scientific /.saion'tifik/ adjective referring to 
science O He carried out scientific experi¬ 
ments. 

scientist /'saiontist/ noun a person who spe¬ 
cialises in scientific studies 
scintigram /'sintigraem/ noun an image re¬ 
cording radiation from radioactive isotopes in¬ 
jected into the body 

scintillascope /sin'tiloskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument which produces a scintigram 
scintillator /'sintileito/ noun a substance 
which produces a flash of light when struck by 
radiation 

scintiscan /'sintiskaen/ noun a scintigram 
which shows the variations in radiation from 
one part of the body to another 
scirrhous /'siros/ adjective hard O a scir¬ 
rhous tumour 

scirrhus /'siros/ noun a hard malignant tu¬ 
mour, especially in the breast 
scissor leg /'sizo leg/ noun a condition in 
which someone walks with one leg crossing 
over the other, usually as a result of spasticity 
of the leg’s adductor muscles 
scissor legs /'sizo legz/ plural noun mal¬ 
formed legs, where one leg is permanently 
crossed over in front of the other 
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scissors /'sizoz/ plural noun an instrument 
for cutting, made of two blades and two han¬ 
dles fastened together 

scissura /'sijuro/ noun an opening in some¬ 
thing or a splitting of something 
scler- /sklio/ prefix same as sclero- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

sclera /'sklioro/ noun the hard white outer 
covering of the eyeball. See illustration at eye 
in Supplement. Also called sclerotic, sclerotic 
coat, albuginea oculi 
comment: The front part of the sclera is the 
transparent cornea, through which the light 
enters the eye. The conjunctiva, or inner skin 
of the eyelids, connects with the sclera and 
covers the front of the eyeball, 
scleral /'skliorol/ adjective referring to the 
sclera 

scleral lens /'skliorol lenz/ noun a large 
contact lens which covers most of the front of 
the eye 

scleritis /sklo'raitis/ noun inflammation of 
the sclera 

sclero- /skliorou/ prefix 1 . hard, thick 2. refer¬ 
ring to the sclera 

scleroderma /.sklioro'dsimo/ noun a colla¬ 
gen disease which thickens connective tissue 
and produces a hard thick skin 
scleroma /skb'roumo/ noun a patch of hard 
skin or hard mucous membrane 
scleromalacia /.sklioroumojeijio po 
'foirons/, scleromalacia perforans /.sklioroumo 
'leijio/ noun a condition of the sclera in which 
holes appear in it 

sclerosant agent /skl9'rous(3)nt ,eid39nt/ 
noun an irritating liquid injected into tissue to 
harden it 

sclerosing /sklo'rousig/ adjective becoming 
hard, or making tissue hard 
sclerosing agent /skb'rousir) ,eid 3 (o)nt/, 
sclerosing solution /sklo'rousig S3,lu:J(9)n/ 
noun same as sclerosant agent 
sclerosis /sklo'rousis/ noun a condition in 
which tissue becomes hard 
sclerotherapy ^skliorou'Beropi/ noun the 
treatment of a varicose vein by injecting a scle¬ 
rosant agent into the vein, and so encouraging 
the blood in the vein to clot 
sclerotic /skla'rotik/ adjective referring to 
sclerosis, or having sclerosis ■ noun same as 
sclera 

sclerotic coat /skla,rotik 'kout/ noun same 

as sclera 

sclerotome /'skliorotoum/ noun a sharp 
knife used in sclerotomy 
sclerotomy /sklo'rotomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut into the sclera 
SCO I ex /'skouleks/ noun the head of a tape¬ 
worm, with hooks which attach it to the wall of 
the intestine (note: The plural is scolices or 
scolexes.) 


scoliosis /.skouli'ousis/ noun a condition in 
which the spine curves sideways 
scoliotic /.skouli'Dtik/ adjective referring to 
a spine which curves sideways 
scoop stretcher /'skuip .stretjo/ noun a 
type of stretcher formed of two jointed sec¬ 
tions which can slide under someone and lock 
together 

-scope /skoup/ suffix referring to an instru¬ 
ment for examining by sight 
scopolamine /sko'pDlomiin/ noun a colour¬ 
less thick liquid poisonous alkaloid found in 
some plants of the nightshade family. It is used 
especially to prevent motion sickness and as a 
sedative. 

scorbutic /skoi'bjuitik/ adjective referring 
to scurvy 

scorbutus /skoi'bjuitos/ noun same as 

scurvy 

scoto- /skouto/ prefix dark 
scotoma /sko'toumo/ noun a small area in 
the field of vision where someone cannot see 
scotometer /skou'tDmito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to measure areas of impaired vision 
scotopia /skou'toupio/ noun the power of 
the eye to adapt to poor lighting conditions and 
darkness 

scotopic /skou'topik/ adjective referring to 
scotopia 

scotopic vision /skou.topik 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun 
vision in the dark and in dim light, where the 
rods of the retina are used instead of the cones, 
which are used for photopic vision, t dark ad¬ 
aptation 

scrape /skreip/ verb to remove the surface of 
something by moving a sharp knife across it 
scratch /skraetJ7 noun a slight wound on the 
skin made when a sharp point is pulled across 
it O She had scratches on her legs and arms. O 
Wash the dirt out of that scratch in case it gets 
infected. ■ verb to harm the skin by moving a 
sharp point across it O The cat scratched the 
girl's face. O Be careful not to scratch yourself 
on the wire. 

scratch test /'skraet J test/ noun a test for al¬ 
lergy, in which a small amount of a substance 
is placed on a lightly scratched area of skin to 
see if a reaction occurs 

scream /skriim/ noun a loud sharp cry ■ verb 
to make a loud sharp cry 
screen /skriin/ noun 1. a light wall, some¬ 
times with a curtain, which can be moved 
about and put round a bed to shield a person 2. 
same as screening ■ verb to examine large 
numbers of people to test them for a disease O 
The population of the village was screened for 
meningitis. 

‘.. .in the UK the main screen is carried out by health 
visitors at 6-10 months. With adequately staffed and 
trained community services, this method of screen¬ 
ing can be extremely effective’ [ Lancet ] 
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screening /'skriinig/ noun the process of 
testing large numbers of people to see if any of 
them have a particular type of disease. 0 genet¬ 
ic screening 

‘GPs are increasingly requesting blood screening for 
patients concerned about HIV’ [Journal of the 
Royal College of General Practitioners] 

screening test /'skriinig test/ noun a test 
for a particular disease which is given to peo¬ 
ple who have no symptoms in order to identify 
how many of them have that disease or are 
showing early signs of it 
scrip /skrip/ noun a doctor’s prescription 
( informal) 

scrofula /'skrof job/ noun a form of tubercu¬ 
losis in the lymph nodes in the neck, formerly 
caused by unpasteurised milk but now rare 
scrofuloderma /.skrof julou'dsimo/ noun a 
form of tuberculosis of the skin, forming ul¬ 
cers, and secondary to tuberculous infection of 
an underlying lymph gland or structure 
scrota /'skrouto/ plural of scrotum 
scrotal /'skrout(9)l/ adjective referring to the 
scrotum 

scrototomy /skrou'tDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to open up and examine the scrotum 
(note: The plural is scrototomies.) 
scrotum /'skroutom/ noun a bag of skin 
hanging from behind the penis, containing the 
testes, epididymides and part of the spermatic 
cord. See illustration at urogenital system 
(male) in Supplement (note: The plural is scro- 
tums or scrota.) 

scrub nurse /'skrAb ,n3is/ noun a nurse who 
cleans the operation site on someone’s body 
before an operation 

scrub typhus /'skrAb .taifos/ noun same as 
tsutsugamushi disease 
scrub up /.skrAb 'Ap/ verb (of a surgeon or 
theatre nurse) to clean the hands and arms 
thoroughly before performing surgery (note: 
scrubbing up - scrubbed up) 
scrum pox /' skrAmpDks/ noun a form of her¬ 
pes simplex found especially in male sports 
players, passed on easily due to the presence of 
small cuts in the skin combined with the abra¬ 
sive effects of facial stubble 
scurf /sk3:f/ noun same as dandruff 
scurvy /'sk3ivi/ noun a disease caused by 
lack of vitamin C or ascorbic acid which is 
found in fruit and vegetables. Also called 
scorbutus 

comment: Scurvy causes general weakness 
and anaemia, with bleeding from the gums 
and joints, and under the skin. In severe cas¬ 
es, the teeth drop out. Treatment consists of 
vitamin C tablets and a change of diet to in¬ 
clude more fruit and vegetables, 
scybalum /'sibolom/ noun very hard faeces 
seasick /'siisik/ adjective feeling sick be¬ 
cause of the movement of a ship O As soon as 
the ferry started to move she felt seasick. 


secondary amenorrhoea 

seasickness /'siisiknos/ noun illness, with 
nausea, vomiting and sometimes headache, 
caused by the movement of a ship O Take some 
seasickness tablets if you are going on a long 
journey. 

seasonal affective disorder /,si:z(»nO)l 
o'fektiv dis,o:do/, seasonal affective disor¬ 
der syndrome /,si:z(3)n(o)l o'fektiv dis 
,o:do .sindroum/ noun a condition in which a 
person becomes depressed and anxious during 
the winter when there are fewer hours of day¬ 
light. Its precise cause is not known, but it is 
thought that the shortage of daylight may pro¬ 
voke a reaction between various hormones and 
neurotransmitters in the brain. Abbr SAD, 
SADS 

seat-belt syndrome /'si:t belt .sindroum/ 
noun a group of injuries between the neck and 
the abdomen which occur in a car accident 
when a person is using either a lap belt or a 
shoulder belt incorrectly, not over the strong¬ 
est part of the chest 

sebaceous /so'beijos/ adjective 1 . referring 
to sebum 2. producing oil 
sebaceous cyst /so.beijos 'sist/ noun a 
cyst which forms when a sebaceous gland is 
blocked. 0 steatoma 

sebaceous gland /so.beijos 'glsend/ noun 
a gland in the skin which secretes sebum at the 
base of each hair follicle 
seborrhoea /.sebo'riio/ noun an excessive 
secretion of sebum by the sebaceous glands, 
common in young people at puberty, and 
sometimes linked to seborrhoeic dermatitis 
(note: The US spelling is seborrhea.) 
seborrhoeic /.sebo'rink/ adjective 1. caused 
by seborrhoea 2. having an oily secretion 
(note: [all senses] The US spelling is sebor¬ 
rheic.) 

seborrhoeic dermatitis /.seborink ,d3:m9 
'taitis/, seborrhoeic eczema /.seborink 'ekf 
simo/ noun a type of eczema where scales 
form on the skin 

seborrhoeic rash /.seborink 'raeJV noun t 
seborrhoeic dermatitis 

sebum /'siibom/ noun an oily substance se¬ 
creted by a sebaceous gland, which makes the 
skin smooth. It also protects the skin against 
bacteria and the body against rapid evapora¬ 
tion of water. 

second /'sekond/ noun a unit of time equal to 
1/60 of a minute ■ adjective coming after the 
first 

secondary /'sekondOjri/ adjective 1 . occur¬ 
ring after the first stage 2. less important than 
something else 3. referring to a condition 
which develops from another condition ■ 
noun a malignant tumour which has developed 
and spread from another malignant tumour. i> 
primary (note: The plural is secondaries.) 
secondary amenorrhoea / l sekond(9)ri 
eimeno'riio/ noun a situation in which a pre- 
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menopausal woman’s menstrual periods have , 
stopped t 

secondary biliary cirrhosis /.sekondCojri t 
,bili9ri so'rousis/ noun cirrhosis of the liver i 
caused by an obstruction of the bile ducts I 

secondary bronchi /,sekond(9)ri t 

'brogki:/ plural noun same as lobar bronchi ' 
secondary care /,sek9nd(9)ri 'keo/ noun ' c 
treatment provided by the professional team in I 
a hospital, rather than by a GP or other primary ( 
care provider and the primary health care ( 
team. Compare primary care, tertiary care. « 
Also called secondary health care * 

secondary cartilaginous joint / ( 

,sekond(3)ri kaito'kedginos ,d 30 int/ noun a < 

joint where the surfaces of the two bones are \ 

connected by a piece of cartilage so that they ( 

cannot move, e.g. the pubic symphysis « 

secondary dysmenorrhoea/.sekondCojri \ 

diSjineno'riio/ noun dysmenorrhoea which ' 

starts at some time after the first menstruation f 

secondary growth /,sek9nd(3)ri 'grouG/ j 

noun same as metastasis i 

secondary haemorrhage /.sekondCojri j 

'hem(9)rid3/ noun a haemorrhage which oc- c 

curs some time after an injury, usually due to i 

infection of the wound « 

secondary health care /,sekond(9)ri 'helG £ 

keo/ noun same as secondary care « 

secondary infection /.sekondCojri in 
'f ekjon/ noun an infection which affects a per- « 

son while he or she is weakened through hav- J 
ing another infection 

secondary medical care /,sekond(o)ri s 

'medik(o)l keo/ noun specialised treatment ( 

provided by a hospital ( 

secondary peritonitis /,sekond(o)ri .perito % 

'naitis/ noun peritonitis caused by infection < 
from an adjoining tissue, e.g. from the ruptur- \ 
ing of the appendix j 

secondary prevention /.sekondCojri pri ( 

'venjon/ noun the use of methods such as ^ 
screening tests which avoid a serious disease \ 
by detecting it early t 

secondary sexual characteristic / ( 

,sekond(o)ri .sekjuol kserikto'ristik/ noun a i 

sexual characteristic which develops after pu- ( 

berty, e.g. pubic hair or breasts « 

second-degree burn /.sekond di.gri: / 

'b3:n/ noun a burn where the skin becomes \ 

very red and blisters 1 

second-degree haemorrhoids /.sekond « 

di.gri: 'hemoroids/ plural noun haemorrhoids i 

which protrude into the anus but return into the t 
rectum automatically c 

second intention /.sekond in'tenj(9)n/ c 

noun healing of an infected wound or ulcer, / 

which takes place slowly and leaves a promi- c 

nent scar « 

second-level nurse /.sekond ,lev(o)l i 

'n3is/, second-level registered nurse / 1 


.sekond ,lev(3)l ,red3istod 'n3:s/ noun a 
trained person who delivers nursing care under 
the direction and supervision of a first-level 
nurse. Compare first-level nurse 
second molar /,sekond 'moulo/ noun any of 
the molars at the back of the jaw, before the 
wisdom teeth, erupting at about 12 years of 
age 

second opinion /.sekond o'pinjon/ noun a 
diagnosis or opinion on treatment from a sec¬ 
ond doctor, often a hospital specialist 
secrete /si'kriit/ verb {of a gland) to produce 
a substance such as hormone, oil or enzyme 
(note: secreting - secreted) 
secretin /si'kriitin/ noun a hormone secreted 
by the duodenum which encourages the pro¬ 
duction of pancreatic juice 
secretion /si'kri:/(3)n/ noun 1 . the process 
by which a substance is produced by a gland O 
The pituitary gland stimulates the secretion of 
hormones by the adrenal gland. 2. a substance 
produced by a gland O Sex hormones are bod¬ 
ily secretions. 

secretor /si'kriito/ noun a person who se¬ 
cretes substances indicating ABO blood group 
into mucous fluids such as semen or saliva 
secretory /si'kriitori/ adjective referring to, 
accompanied by or producing a secretion 
secretory otitis media /si.kriitori ou 
.taitis 'miidio/ noun same as glue ear 
section /'sekjon/ noun 1 . a part of something 
O the middle section of the aorta 2. the action 
of cutting tissue 3. a cut made in tissue 4. a 
slice of tissue cut for examination under a mi¬ 
croscope 5. a part of a document such as an Act 
of Parliament O She was admitted under sec¬ 
tion 5 of the Mental Health Act. 

Section 47 /.sekjon foiti 'sev(o)n/ noun a 
UK law under which a local authority has the 
power to seek an order from a magistrate’s 
court authorising the removal of a person at se¬ 
vere risk from their home. The authority must 
have a doctor’s certificate that the person is ei¬ 
ther suffering from a grave and chronic disease 
or is unable to look after himself or herself and 
is not receiving proper care and attention from 
other people. 

security blanket /si'kjuoroti .blasrjkit/ 
noun a familiar blanket, toy or other object 
which a child carries around because it makes 
him or her feel safe 

sedate /si'deit/ verb to calm a person by giv¬ 
ing them a drug which acts on the nervous sys¬ 
tem and relieves stress or pain, and in larger 
doses makes the person sleep O Elderly or 
confused patients may need to be sedated to 
prevent them wandering, (note: sedating - se¬ 
dated) 

sedation /si'deiJ(o)n/ noun the act of calm¬ 
ing someone using a sedative □ under seda¬ 
tion having been given a sedative O He was 
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still under sedation, and could not be seen by 
the police. 

sedative /'sedotiv/ noun an anxiolytic or 
hypnotic drug such as benzodiazepine, which 
acts on the nervous system to help a person 
sleep or to relieve stress (dated) O She was pre¬ 
scribed sedatives by the doctor. ■ adjective 
acting to help a person sleep or to relieve stress 
sedentary /'sed(9)nt(o)ri/ adjective involv¬ 
ing a lot of sitting and little exercise 
‘...changes in lifestyle factors have been related to 
the decline in mortality from ischaemic heart dis¬ 
ease. In many studies a sedentary lifestyle has been 
reported as a risk factor for ischaemic heart disease’ 
[Journal of the American Medical Association ] 

sedentary occupation /,sed(o)nt(9)ri 
.Dkju'peiJXojn/ noun a job where the workers 
sit down for most of the time 
sediment /'sedimont/ noun solid particles, 
usually insoluble, which fall to the bottom of a 
liquid 

sedimentation /.sedimen'teiJXojn/ noun 
the action of solid particles falling to the bot¬ 
tom of a liquid 

sedimentation rate /.sedimen'teiJXojn reit/ 
noun the rate at which solid particles are de¬ 
posited from a solution, measured especially 
in a centrifuge 

segment /'segment/ noun a part of an organ 
or piece of tissue which is clearly separate 
from other parts 

segmental /seg'ment(o)l/ adjective formed 
of segments 

segmental ablation /seg,ment(o)l se 
'bleiJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to re¬ 
move part of a nail, e.g. treatment for an in¬ 
growing toenail 

segmental bronchi /seg,ment(o)l 
'brogki:/ plural noun air passages supplying a 
segment of a lung. Also called tertiary bronchi 
segmentation /.segmon'teiJXojn/ noun the 
movement of separate segments of the wall of 
the intestine to mix digestive juice with the 
food before it is passed along by the action of 
peristalsis 

segmented /'segmontid/ adjective formed 
of segments 

segregation /.segri'geiJXojn/ noun 1 . the 
act of separating one person, group or thing 
from others, or of dividing people or things 
into separate groups which are kept apart from 
each other 2. the separation of the alleles of 
each gene and their distribution to separate sex 
cells during the formation of these cells in or¬ 
ganisms with paired chromosomes 
seizure /'si:33/ noun a fit, convulsion or sud¬ 
den contraction of the muscles, especially in a 
heart attack, stroke or epileptic fit 
select /si'lekt/ verb to choose one person, 
thing or group, but not others O She was se¬ 
lected to go on a midwifery course 


selection /si'lekjon/ noun an act of choosing 
one person, thing or group, but not others O the 
selection of a suitable donor for a bone mar¬ 
row transplant O The candidates for the post 
have to go through a selection process. 
selective /si'lektiv/ adjective choosing only 
one person, thing or group, and not others 
selective oestrogen receptor modula¬ 
tor /si.lektiv 'i:str9d3(o)n ri,septa .niDdju 
leita/, selective estrogen receptor modulator 
noun a drug which acts on specific oestrogen 
receptors to prevent bone loss without affect¬ 
ing other oestrogen receptors, e.g. raloxifene 
hydrochloride. Abbr SERM 
selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitor 
/si.lektrv sera.taunm rii'Apteik in.hibita/ 
noun a drug which causes a selective accumu¬ 
lation of serotonin in the central nervous sys¬ 
tem, and is used in the treatment of depression, 
e.g. fluoxetine. Abbr SSRI 
comment: The drug should not be started im¬ 
mediately after stopping an MAOI and should 
be withdrawn slowly. 

selenium /sa'liiniam/ noun a non-metallic 
trace element (note: The chemical symbol is 

Se.) 

self- /self/ prefix yourself 

self-abuse /.self a'bjuis/ noun same as self- 

harm 

self-actualisation /self .asktjualai'zeiJXajn/, 
self-actualization noun the successful devel¬ 
opment and use of personal talents and abili¬ 
ties 

self-admitted /.self ad'mitid/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a patient who has admitted himself 
or herself to hospital without being sent by a 
doctor 

self-care /self 'kea/ noun the act of looking 
after yourself properly, so that you remain 
healthy 

self-catheterisation /self .kasOitarai 
'zeij(a)n/, self-catheterization noun a proce¬ 
dure in which a person puts a catheter through 
the urethra into his or her own bladder to emp¬ 
ty out the urine 

self-defence /.self di'fens/ noun the act of 
defending yourself when someone is attacking 
you 

self-examination /.self ig,z£emi'neij(a)n/ 
noun the regular examination of parts of your 
own body for signs of disease 
self-governing hospital /self .gAvamg 
'hDspit(a)l/ noun in the UK, a hospital which 
earns its revenue from services provided to the 
District Health Authorities and family doctors. 
Also called hospital trust 
self-harm /.self 'ha:m/ noun a deliberate act 
by which someone injures part of their body as 
the result of a personal trauma. Cutting and 
burning are two of the most common forms of 
self-harm. Also called self-abuse, self-injury, 
self-mutilation, self-wounding 
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self-image /self 'imic^/ noun the opinion 
which a person has about how worthwhile, at¬ 
tractive, or intelligent he or she is 

self-injury /.self 'mc^ori/, self-mutilation / 

.self ,mjuiti l leij'(9)n/ noun same as self- 
harm 

self-retaining catheter /self n.teinig 
'keeGito/ noun a catheter which remains in 
place until it is deliberately removed 
self-wounding noun same as self-harm 
sella turcica /.selo 't3:siko/ noun a hollow 
in the upper surface of the sphenoid bone in 
which the pituitary gland sits. Also called pitu¬ 
itary fossa 

semeiology /.siimai'olodsi/ noun same as 

symptomatology 

semen /'siimon/ noun a thick pale fluid con¬ 
taining spermatozoa, produced by the testes 
and seminal vesicles and ejaculated from the 
penis 

semi- /semi/ prefix half 
semicircular /.semi'ssikjulo/ adjective 
shaped like half a circle 
semicircular canal /,semis3ikjub ko'nasl/ 
noun any one of three tubes in the inner ear 
which are partly filled with fluid and help to 
maintain balance. See illustration at ear in 
Supplement 

comment: The three semicircular canals are 
on different planes. When a person’s head 
moves, as when he or she bends down, the 
fluid in the canals moves and this movement 
is communicated to the brain through the ves¬ 
tibular section of the auditory nerve, 
semicircular duct /,semis3ikjub 'dAkt/ 
noun a duct in the semicircular canals in the 
ear 

semicomatose /.semi'koumotous/ adjec¬ 
tive almost unconscious or half asleep, but ca¬ 
pable of being woken up 
semi-conscious /.semi 'kDnfos/ adjective 
half conscious, only partly aware of what is 
going on O She was semi-conscious for most of 
the operation. 

semi-liquid /.semi 'likwid/ adjective half 
liquid and half solid 

semilunar /.semi'luino/ adjective shaped 
like half a moon 

semilunar cartilage /.semi.luino 
'ka:t9lid3/ noun same as meniscus 
semilunar valve /.semi.luino 'vselv/ noun 
either of two valves in the heart, the pulmonary 
valve and the aortic valve, through which 
blood flows out of the ventricles 
seminal /'semm(3)l/ adjective referring to se¬ 
men 

seminal fluid /’seminCo)! .flund/ noun the 
fluid part of semen, formed in the epididymis 
and seminal vesicles 

seminal vesicle /,semin(9)l 'vesik(o)l/ 
noun one of two glands at the end of the vas 
deferens which secrete the fluid part of semen. 


See illustration at urogenital system (male) in 
Supplement 

seminiferous tubule /semi.niforos 
'tjuibjuil/ noun a tubule in the testis which 
carries semen 

seminoma /.semi'noumo/ noun a malignant 
tumour in the testis (note: The plural is semi¬ 
nomas or seminomata.) 
semipermeable /.semi'p3:mi9b(9)l/ adjec¬ 
tive allowing some types of particle to pass 
through but not others 

semipermeable membrane /.semi 
,p3:mbb(3)l 'membrein/ noun a membrane 
which allows some substances in liquid solu¬ 
tion to pass through but not others 
semi prone /semi'proun/ adjective referring 
to a position in which someone lies face down¬ 
wards, with one knee and one arm bent for¬ 
wards and the face turned to one side 
semi-solid /.semi 'solid/ adjective half solid 
and half liquid 

SEN abbr State Enrolled Nurse 
senescence /si'nesons/ noun the ageing 
process 

senescent /si'nesont/ adjective approaching 
the last stages of the natural life span 
Sengstaken tube /'segzteikon tju:b/ noun 
a tube with a balloon, which is passed through 
the mouth into the oesophagus to stop 
oesophageal bleeding [After Robert William 
Sengstaken (b. 1923), US surgeon] 
senile /'siinail/ adjective 1. referring to the 
last stages of the natural life span or to the 
medical conditions associated with it 2. refer¬ 
ring to someone whose mental faculties have 
become weak because of age 
senile cataract /.siinail 'kaetorsekt/ noun a 
cataract which occurs in an elderly person 
senile dementia /.siinail di'menjo/ noun 
mental degeneration affecting elderly people 
( dated) 

senile plaque /'siinail plaek/ noun a spheri¬ 
cal deposit of beta amyloid in brain areas in 
Alzheimer’s disease 
senilis /so'nailis/ » arcus senilis 
senility /so'mloti/ noun the deterioration of 
mental activity associated with the last stages 
of the natural life span 

senior /'siinio/ adjective 1 . older than another 
person or other people 2. holding a more im¬ 
portant position than others O He is the senior 
anaesthetist in the hospital. O Senior members 
of staff are allowed to consult the staff records. 
■ noun a senior person 

senna /'sens/ noun a laxative made from the 
dried fruit and leaves of a tropical tree 
sensation /sen'seij(9)n/ noun a feeling or 
information about something which has been 
sensed by a sensory nerve and is passed to the 
brain 
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sense /sens/ noun 1 . one of the five faculties 
by which a person notices things in the outside 
world: sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch O 
When she had a cold, she lost her sense of 
smell. 2. the ability to discern or judge some¬ 
thing ■ verb to notice something by means 
other than sight O Teeth can sense changes in 
temperature. 

sense of balance /,sens sv 'baelsns/ noun 
a feeling that keeps a person upright, governed 
by the fluid in the inner ear balance mecha¬ 
nism 

sense organ /sens 'oigsn/ noun an organ in 
which there are various sensory nerves which 
can detect environmental stimuli such as scent, 
heat or pain, and transmit information about 
them to the central nervous system, e.g. the 
nose or the skin 

sensibility /.sensi'biliti/ noun the ability to 
detect and interpret sensations 
sensible /'sensib(s)l/ adjective 1 . showing 
common sense or good judgment 2. able to be 
detected by the senses 

sensible perspiration /,senssb(s)l 
.psispo'reiJXojn/ noun drops of sweat which 
can be seen on the skin, secreted by the sweat 
glands 

sensitisation /.sensitai'zeiJXsjn/, sensiti¬ 
zation noun 1 . the process of making a person 
sensitive to something 2. an unexpected reac¬ 
tion to an allergen or to a drug, caused by the 
presence of antibodies which were created 
when the person was exposed to the drug or al¬ 
lergen in the past 

sensitise /'sensitaiz/, sensitize verb to 
make someone sensitive to a drug or allergen 
(note: sensitising - sensitised) 
sensitised person /.sensitaizd 'p3is(»n/, 
sensitized person noun a person who is aller¬ 
gic to a drug 

sensitising agent /'sensitaizirj ,eid 3 snt/, 
sensitizing agent noun a substance which, by 
acting as an antigen, makes the body form an¬ 
tibodies 

sensitive /'sensitiv/ adjective 1 . able to de¬ 
tect and respond to an outside stimulus 2. hav¬ 
ing an unexpected reaction to an allergen or to 
a drug, caused by the presence of antibodies 
which were created when the person was ex¬ 
posed to the drug or allergen in the past 
sensitivity /.sensi'trviti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being able to detect and respond to an outside 
stimulus 2. the rate of positive responses in a 
test from persons with a specific disease. A 
high rate of sensitivity means a low rate of 
people being incorrectly classed as negative. 
Compare specificity 

sensorineural deafness /.senssri.njusrsl 
'defnss/, sensorineural hearing loss / 

.senssr^njusrsl 'hiorig Ids/ noun deafness 
caused by a disorder in the auditory nerves or 


the brain centres which receive impulses from 
the nerves. Also called perceptive deafness 
sensory /'senssri/ adjective referring to the 
detection of sensations by nerve cells 
sensory cortex /.senssri 'koiteks/ noun the 
area of the cerebral cortex which receives in¬ 
formation from nerves in all parts of the body 
{dated) 

sensory deprivation /.senssri .depri 
'vei/(3)n/ noun a condition in which a person 
becomes confused because they lack sensa¬ 
tions 

sensory nerve /'senssri n3iv/ noun a nerve 
which registers a sensation such as heat, taste 
or smell and carries impulses to the brain and 
spinal cord. Also called afferent nerve 
sensory neurone /.senssri 'njusrsun/ 
noun a nerve cell which transmits impulses re¬ 
lating to sensations from the receptor to the 
central nervous system 

sensory receptor /,senssri ri'septs/ noun 
a cell which senses a change in the surround¬ 
ing environment, e.g. cold or pressure, and re¬ 
acts to it by sending out an impulse through the 
nervous system. Also called nerve ending 
separate verb /'sepsreit/ to move two or 
more people or things apart O The surgeons 
believe it may be possible to separate the con¬ 
joined twins. O The retina has become sepa¬ 
rated from the back of the eye. (note: separat¬ 
ing - separated) ■ adjective/' sep(s)rst/1. not 
touching, together or in the same place 2. dis¬ 
tinct and not related or the same 
separation /.seps'reiJXsjn/ noun the act of 
separating or dividing two or more people or 
things, or the state of being separated 
separation anxiety /.seps'reiJOjn ger) 
,zaisti 1 noun a state of anxiety caused in 
someone, especially a young child, by the 
thought or fact of being separated from his or 
her mother or primary caregiver 
sepsis /'sepsis/ noun the presence of bacteria 
and their toxins in the body, which kill tissue 
and produce pus, usually following the infec¬ 
tion of a wound 

sept- /sept/ prefix same as septi- ( used before 
vowels) 

septa /'septs/ plural of septum 
septal /'sept(s)l/ adjective referring to a sep¬ 
tum 

septal defect /,sept(s)l 'diifekt/ noun a 
congenital condition in which a hole exists in 
the wall between the left and right sides of the 
heart allowing an excessive amount of blood to 
flow through the lungs, leading in severe cases 
to pulmonary hypertension and sometimes 
heart failure 

septate /'septeit/ adjective divided by a sep¬ 
tum 

septi- /septi/ prefix referring to sepsis 
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septic /'septik/ adjective referring to or pro¬ 
duced by sepsis 

septicaemia /.septi'siimio/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which bacteria or their toxins are 
present in the blood, multiply rapidly and de¬ 
stroy tissue. i> blood poisoning (note: The US 
spelling is septicemia.) 

septicaemic /.septi'siimik/ adjective 
caused by septicaemia, associated with septi¬ 
caemia (note: The US spelling is septicemic.) 
septicaemic plague /.septisiimik 'pleig/ 
noun a form of bubonic plague in which the 
symptoms are generalised throughout the 
body 

septic shock /.septik 'Jbk/ noun shock 
caused by bacterial toxins in the blood as a re¬ 
sult of infection. There is a dramatic drop in 
blood pressure, preventing the delivery of 
blood to the organs. Toxic shock syndrome is 
one type of septic shock, 
septo- /septou/ prefix referring to a septum 
septoplasty /'septoupkesti/ noun a surgical 
operation to straighten the cartilage in the sep¬ 
tum (note: The plural is septoplasties.) 
Septrin /'septrin/ a trade name for co-tri- 
moxazole 

septum /'septom/ noun a wall between two 
parts of an organ, e.g. between two parts of the 
heart or between the two nostrils in the nose. 
See illustration at heart in Supplement (note: 
The plural is septa.) 

septum defect /'septom ,di:fekt/ noun a 
condition in which a hole exists in a septum, 
usually the septum of the heart 
sequela /si'kwiilo/ noun a disease or disor¬ 
der that is caused by a disease or injury which 
the person had previously O a case of osteomy¬ 
elitis as a sequela of multiple fractures of the 
mandible O biochemical and hormonal seque¬ 
lae of the eating disorders O Kaposi's sarcoma 
can be a sequela of Aids, (note: The plural is 
sequelae.) 

sequence /'siikwons/ noun a series of 
things, numbers etc., which follow each other 
in order ■ verb 1. to put things in order 2. to 
show how amino acids are linked together in 
chains to form protein (note: sequences - se¬ 
quencing - sequenced) 
sequestra /si'kwestro/ plural of seques¬ 
trum 

sequestration /.siikwe'streiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the act of putting someone in an isolated place 
2. the loss of blood into spaces in the body, re¬ 
ducing the circulating volume. It can occur 
naturally or can be produced artificially by ap¬ 
plying tourniquets. O pulmonary sequestra¬ 
tion O A dry hacking cough can cause seques¬ 
tration of the peritoneum in the upper abdo¬ 
men. 3. the formation of a sequestrum 
sequestrectomy ^siikwi'strektomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to remove a sequestrum 
(note: The plural is sequestrectomies.) 


sequestrum /si'kwestrom/ noun a piece of 

dead bone which is separated from whole bone 

(note: The plural is sequestra.) 

ser- /sior/ prefix same as sero- ( used before 

vowels) 

sera /'sioro/ plural noun plural of serum 
serine /'serin/ noun an amino acid produced 
in the hydrolysis of protein 
serious /'siorios/ adjective 1. having very bad 
consequences O He’s had a serious illness. O 
There was a serious accident on the motorway. 
O There is a serious shortage of plasma. 2. 
thoughtful and not superficial or humorous O 
a serious discussion on the appropriateness of 
the treatment O serious about becoming a GP 
seriously /'sioriosli/ adverb in a serious way 
O She is seriously ill. 

SERM abbr selective (o)estrogen receptor 
modulator 

sero- /siorou/ prefix 1 . referring to blood se¬ 
rum 2. referring to the serous membrane 
seroconvert ^sioroukon'vsit/ verb to pro¬ 
duce specific antibodies in response to the 
presence of an antigen such as a bacterium or 
virus 

serological /.siorolodgikOjl/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to serology 

serological diagnosis /,si9r9ulDd3ik(»l 
.daiog'nousis/ noun a diagnosis which comes 
from testing serum 

serological type /,si9r3lDd3ik(»l 'taip/ 
noun same as serotype 

serology /sio'rolodsi/ noun the scientific 
study of serum and the antibodies contained in 
it 

seronegative /.siorou'negotiv/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to someone who gives a negative reac¬ 
tion to a serological test 
seropositive /.siorou'pDZitiv/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to someone who gives a positive reac¬ 
tion to a serological test 
seropus /'siorou.pAs/ noun a mixture of se¬ 
rum and pus 

serosa /si'rouso/ noun same as serous mem¬ 
brane (note: The plural is serosas or serosae.) 
serositis /^iorou'saitis/ noun inflammation 
of a serous membrane 

serotherapy /.siorou'Geropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment of a disease using serum from immune 
people or immunised animals 
serotonin /.sioro'tounm/ noun a compound 
which is a neurotransmitter and exists mainly 
in blood platelets. It is released after tissue is 
injured and is important in sleep, mood and va¬ 
soconstriction. 

serotype /'sioroutaip/ noun 1 . a category of 
microorganisms or bacteria which have some 
antigens in common 2. a series of common an¬ 
tigens which exists in microorganisms and 
bacteria ► also called serological type ■ verb 
to group microorganisms and bacteria accord- 
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ing to their antigens (note: serotyping - sero- 
typed) 

serous /'sioros/ adjective referring to, pro¬ 
ducing, or like serum 

serous membrane /.sioros 'membrein/ 
noun a membrane which both lines an internal 
cavity and covers the organs in the cavity, e.g. 
the peritoneum lining the abdominal cavity or 
pleura lining the chest cavity. Also called sero¬ 
sa 

serous pericardium /.sioros ,peri 
'kaidiom/ noun the inner part of the pericar¬ 
dium, forming a double sac which contains 
fluid to prevent the two parts of the pericar¬ 
dium from rubbing together 
serpens /'s3ipenz/* erythema serpens 
serpiginous /so'pid 3 inos/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to an ulcer or eruption which creeps 
across the skin 2. referring to a wound or ulcer 
with a wavy edge 

serrated /so'reitid/ adjective with a zigzag or 
saw-like edge 

serration /so'reiJ(o)n/ noun one of the points 
in a zigzag or serrated edge 
Sertoli cells /so'touli selz/ plural noun cells 
which support the seminiferous tubules in the 
testis [Described 1865. After Enrico Sertoli 
(1842-1910), Italian histologist, Professor of Ex¬ 
perimental Physiology at Milan, Italy.] 
sertraline /'S3itrsli:n/ noun an antidepres¬ 
sant drug which extends the action of the neu¬ 
rotransmitter serotonin. It is also used in the 
treatment of obsessive-compulsive disorder 
and post-traumatic stress disorder, 
serum /'siorom/ noun 1 . a fluid which sepa¬ 
rates from clotted blood and is similar to plas¬ 
ma except that it has no clotting agents. Also 
called blood serum 2. blood serum taken from 
an animal which has developed antibodies to 
bacteria, used to give humans temporary im¬ 
munity to a disease. Also called antiserum 3. 
any clear watery body fluid, especially a fluid 
that comes from a serous membrane (note: 
The plural is serums or sera.) 
comment: Blood serum is plasma without the 
clotting agents. It contains salt and small 
quantities of albumin, globulin, amino acids, 
fats and sugars; its main component is water, 
serum albumin /.siorom 'celbjumin/ noun a 
major protein in blood plasma 
serum bilirubin /.siorom bili'ruibin/ noun 
bilirubin in serum, converted from haemo¬ 
globin as red blood cells are destroyed 
serum globulin /.siorom 'globjulin/ noun a 
major protein in blood serum that is an anti¬ 
body 

serum glutamic-oxalacetic transami¬ 
nase /.siorom glui.tsemik .oksaslosiitik 
trains'aemineiz/ noun an enzyme excreted by 
damaged heart muscle, which appears in the 
blood of people who have had a heart attack. 
Abbr SGOT 


serum glutamic-pyruvic transaminase 

/.siorom glui.taemik pai.ruivik trsens'asmi 
neiz/ noun an enzyme secreted by the paren¬ 
chymal cells of the liver, occurring in in¬ 
creased amounts in the blood of people with 
infectious hepatitis. Abbr SGPT 
serum hepatitis /.siorom .hepo'taitis/ 
noun a serious form of hepatitis transmitted by 
infected blood, unsterilised surgical instru¬ 
ments, shared needles or sexual intercourse. 
Also called hepatitis B, viral hepatitis 
serum sickness /'siorom .siknos/ noun an 
allergic reaction to serum therapy which was 
formerly used as a way of boosting passive im¬ 
munity 

serum therapy noun the administration of 
treated serum, often from horses, formerly 
used as a way of boosting passive immunity 
serve verb 1. to give a person food or drink O 
Lunch is served in the ward at 12:30. 2. to be 
useful or helpful to a person or group O The 
clinic serves the local community well. 3. to 
have a particular effect or result O The letter 
serves to remind you of your outpatients’ ap¬ 
pointment. (note: [all senses] serves - serving 

- served) 

service /'s3ivis/ noun 1. the act or fact or 
serving a person or group 2. a group of people 
working together 

sesamoid /'sesamoid/, sesamoid bone / 

'sesomoid boun/ noun any small bony nodule 
in a tendon, the largest being the kneecap 
sessile /'sesail/ adjective referring to some¬ 
thing, especially a tumour, which has no stem. 
Opposite pedunculate 

session /'seJ(o)n/ noun a visit to a therapist 
for treatment O She has two sessions a week of 
physiotherapy. O The evening session had to 
be cancelled because the therapist was ill. 
set /set/ verb 1. to put the parts of a broken 
bone back into their proper places and keep the 
bone fixed until it has mended O The doctor 
set the man’s broken arm. 2. (of a broken bone) 
to mend, to form a solid bone again O His arm 
has set very quickly. O Her broken wrist is set¬ 
ting very well, b reset (note: setting - set) 
settle /'set(3)1/ verb 1. to begin to feel com¬ 
fortable or at ease, or to make a person feel 
comfortable or at ease (note: settles - settling 

- settled) 2. (of a sediment) to fall to the bot¬ 
tom of a liquid 3. (of a parasite) to attach itself, 
to stay in a part of the body O The fluke settles 
in the liver, (note: settles - settling - settled) 
sever /'sevo/ verb to cut something off O His 
hand was severed at the wrist. O Surgeons 
tried to sew the severed finger back onto the 
patient’s hand. 

severe /si'via/ adjective very bad or danger¬ 
ous O The patient experienced severe bleeding 
O A severe outbreak of whooping cough oc¬ 
curred during the winter. 
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severe acute respiratory disorder /si 

,vi3 3,kju:t ri'spir3t(3)ri dis,o:d3/ noun full 
form of SARS 

severely /si'violi/ adverb very badly or dan¬ 
gerously O Her breathing was severely affect¬ 
ed. 

‘...many severely confused patients, particularly 
those in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s disease, do 
not respond to verbal communication’ [Nursing 
Times ] 

severity /si'veriti/ noun the degree to which 
something is bad or dangerous O Treatment 
depends on the severity of the attack. 
sex /seks/ noun 1 . one of two groups, male 
and female, into which animals and plants can 
be divided O The sex of a baby can be identi¬ 
fied before birth. 2. same as sexual inter¬ 
course 

sex act /'seks sekt/ noun an act of sexual in¬ 
tercourse 

sexarche /'seksaiki/ noun the age when a 
person first has sexual intercourse 
sex change /'seks tjeind 3 / noun a surgical 
operation accompanied by hormone treatment 
to change someone’s physical sex-linked char¬ 
acteristics from female to male or from male to 
female 

sex chromosome /'seks .kroumosoum/ 
noun a chromosome which determines if a per¬ 
son is male or female 
comment: Out of the twenty-three pairs of 
chromosomes in each human cell, two are 
sex chromosomes, which are known as X and 
Y. Females have a pair of X chromosomes 
and males have a pair consisting of one X and 
one Y chromosome. The sex of a baby is de¬ 
termined by the father’s sperm. While the 
mother’s ovum only carries X chromosomes, 
the father’s sperm can carry either an X or a Y 
chromosome. If the ovum is fertilised by a 
sperm carrying an X chromosome, the em¬ 
bryo will contain the XX pair and so be female. 
Disordered chromosomes affect sexual de¬ 
velopment: a person with an XO chromosome 
pair (i.e. one X chromosome alone) has Turn¬ 
er’s syndrome; a person with an extra X chro¬ 
mosome (making an XXY set) has Klinefel¬ 
ter’s syndrome. Haemophilia is a disorder 
linked to the X chromosome, 
sex determination /'seks dit3:mi 
,neiJ*(o)n/ noun the way in which the sex of an 
individual organism is fixed by the number of 
chromosomes which make up its cell structure 
sex hormone /seks 'hoimoun/ noun an oes¬ 
trogen or androgen which promotes the growth 
of secondary sexual characteristics 
sex-linkage /'seks ,lir)kid 3 / noun the exist¬ 
ence of characteristics which are transmitted 
through the X chromosomes 
sex-linked /'seks ,lir)kt/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to genes which are linked to X chromo¬ 
somes 2. referring to characteristics such as 
colour-blindness which are transmitted 
through the X chromosomes 


sexology /sek'sDlod 3 i/ noun the study of sex 
and sexual behaviour 

sex organ /'seks ,o:gon/ noun an organ 
which is associated with reproduction and sex¬ 
ual intercourse, e.g. the testes and penis in 
men, and the ovaries. Fallopian tubes, vagina 
and vulva in women 

sex selection /'seks si,lekJ(o)n/ noun the 
determination of a baby’s sex before concep¬ 
tion by separating the spermatozoa carrying Y 
chromosomes from those carrying X chromo¬ 
somes 

sextuplet /'sekstjupbt/ noun one of six ba¬ 
bies born to a mother at the same time 
sexual /'sekjuol/ adjective referring to sex 
sexual act /'sekjuol sekt/ noun an act of sex¬ 
ual intercourse 

sexual attraction /.sekjuol o'traskJOjn/ 
noun a feeling of wanting to have sexual inter¬ 
course with someone 

sexual deviation /.sekjuol di:vi'eiJO)n/ 
noun any sexual behaviour which is not ac¬ 
cepted as usual in the society in which you 
live. Examples in Western society are sadism 
and voyeurism. 

sexual intercourse /.sekjuol intokois/ 
noun physical contact between people which 
involves stimulation of the genitals, especially 
the insertion of a man’s erect penis into a 
woman’s vagina with release of spermatozoa 
from the penis by ejaculation, which may fer¬ 
tilise ova from the woman’s ovaries. Also 
called sex, coitus, copulation 
sexually transmitted disease /.sekjuoli 
trasns.mitid di'ziiz/, sexually transmitted 
infection /.sekjuoli traens.mitid in 
'fekJ(o)n/ noun a disease or infection trans¬ 
mitted from an infected person to another per¬ 
son during sexual intercourse. Abbr STD, STI 
comment: Among the commonest STDs are 
non-specific urethritis, genital herpes, hepati¬ 
tis B and gonorrhoea; AIDS is also a sexually 
transmitted disease. The spread of sexually 
transmitted diseases can be limited by use of 
condoms. Other forms of contraceptive offer 
no protection against the spread of disease, 
sexual reproduction /.sekjuol ,ri:pro 
'dAkJon/ noun reproduction in which gametes 
from two individuals fuse together 
SFD abbr small for dates 
SGOT abbr serum glutamic-oxalacetic 
transaminase 

SGPT abbr serum glutamic-pyruvic transami¬ 
nase 

shaft /Ja :ft/ noun 1 . the long central section 
of a long bone 2. main central section of the 
erect penis 

shake /Jeik/ verb to move, or make some¬ 
thing move, with short quick movements 
(note: shaking - shook - shaken) 
shaken baby syndrome /Jeikon 'beibi 
.sindroum/, shaken infant syndrome / 
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Jeikon 'infant .sindraum/ noun a series of 
internal head injuries in a very young child, 
caused by being shaken violently. It can result 
in brain damage leading to speech and learning 
disabilities, paralysis, seizures and hearing 
loss, and may be life-threatening, 
shaky /'Jeiki/ adjective feeling weak and un¬ 
steady 

share /Jeo/ verb 1. to use or do something to¬ 
gether with others 2. to divide something and 
give parts of it to different people or groups 
(note: [all verb senses] shares - sharing - 
shared) ■ noun a single part of something di¬ 
vided among different people or groups 
shared care / Jeod 'keo/ noun antenatal care 
given jointly by an obstetrician in a hospital to¬ 
gether with a general practitioner or a midwife 
working in the community 
sharp /Ja:p/ adjective 1 . able to cut easily O A 
surgeon’s knife has to be kept sharp. 2. hurting 
in a sudden and intense way O She felt a sharp 
pain in her shoulder. 

sharply /'Jaipli/ adverb suddenly and to a 
significant extent O His condition deteriorated 
sharply during the night. 
sharps /Jaips/ plural noun objects with 
points, e.g. syringes ( informal) 
shave /Jeiv/ noun the removal of hair by cut¬ 
ting it off at skin level with a razor ■ verb to re¬ 
move hair with a razor (note: shaving - 
shaved) 

sheath /Ji:0/ noun 1. a layer of tissue which 
surrounds a muscle or a bundle of nerve fibres 
2. same as condom 

shed /Jed/ verb to lose blood or tissue O The 
lining of the uterus is shed at each menstrual 
period. O He was given a transfusion because 
he had shed a lot of blood, (note: shedding - 
shed) 

sheet /Jilt/ noun a large piece of cloth which 
is put on a bed O The sheets must be changed 
each day. O The soiled sheets were sent to the 
hospital laundry. [> draw-sheet 
shelf operation /'Jelf ,Dp3reiJ(o)n/ noun a 
surgical operation to treat congenital disloca¬ 
tion of the hip in children, in which bone tissue 
is grafted onto the acetabulum 
sheltered accommodation /Jeltod o 
^Dmo'deiJJojn/, sheltered housing /Jeltod 
'hauzig/ noun rooms or small flats provided 
for elderly people, with a resident supervisor 
or nurse 

Shiatsu /Ji'astsu:/ noun a form of healing 
massage in which the hands are used to apply 
pressure at acupuncture points on the body in 
order to stimulate and redistribute energy 
shift /Jift/ noun 1 . a way of working in which 
one group of workers work for a period and are 
then replaced by another group O She is work¬ 
ing on the night shift. O The day shift comes on 
duty at 6.30 in the morning. 2. the period of 


shock therapy 

time worked by a group of workers 3. a move¬ 
ment 

Shigella /Ji'gelo/ noun a genus of bacteria 
which causes dysentery 
shigellosis / Jige'lousis/ noun infestation of 
the digestive tract with Shigella, causing bacil¬ 
lary dysentery 

shin /Jin/ noun the front part of the lower leg 
shinbone /'Jinboun/ noun same as tibia 
shiner /'Jains/ noun same as black eye 
( informal ) 

shingles /'Jiggolz/ noun same as herpes 
zoster 

shin splints /'Jin splints/ plural noun ex¬ 
tremely sharp pains in the front of the lower 
leg, felt by athletes 

Shirodkar’s operation /Ji'rndkaiz npo.rel 
iJ(o)n/, Shirodkar pursestring /Ji.mdka: 
'p3isstrig/ noun a surgical operation to nar¬ 
row the cervix of the uterus in a woman who 
experiences habitual abortion in order to pre¬ 
vent another miscarriage, the suture being re¬ 
moved before labour starts. Also called purs¬ 
estring operation [After N. V. Shirodkar (1900- 
71), Indian obstetrician.] 

Shirodkar suture /Ji'mdka: .suitjo/ noun 
a type of suture which is placed around a cer¬ 
vix to tighten it during pregnancy and prevent 
miscarriage. Also called pursestring stitch 
shiver /'Jivo/ verb to tremble or shake all over 
the body because of cold or a fever, caused by 
the involuntary rapid contraction and relaxa¬ 
tion of the muscles 

shivering /'Jivorig/ noun the condition of 
trembling or shaking all over the body because 
of cold or a fever, caused by the involuntary 
rapid contraction and relaxation of the muscles 
shivery /'Jivori/ adjective trembling from 
cold, fear or a medical condition 
shock /Jok/ noun a state of weakness caused 
by illness or injury that suddenly reduces the 
blood pressure O The patient went into shock. 
O Several of the passengers were treated for 
shock. □ traumatic shock a state of shock 
caused by an injury which leads to loss of 
blood ■ verb to give someone an unpleasant 
surprise, and so put him or her in a state of 
shock O She was still shocked several hours 
after the accident, (note: You say that someone 
is in shock, in a state of shock or that they 
went into shock.) 

shock lung /Jok 'Ug/ noun a serious condi¬ 
tion in which a person’s lungs fail to work fol¬ 
lowing a trauma 

shock syndrome /'Jok .sindroum/ noun a 
group of symptoms, a pale face, cold skin, low 
blood pressure and rapid and irregular pulse, 
which show that someone is in a state of shock. 

0 anaphylactic shock 

shock therapy /'Jok ,0eropi/, shock treat¬ 
ment /' Jok .triitmont/ noun a method of treat- 
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ing some mental disorders by giving an anaes¬ 
thetised patient an electric shock to induce an 
epileptic convulsion 

shoot /Ju:t/ verb (of pain) to seem to move 
suddenly through the body with a piercing 
feeling O The pain shot down his arm. 
shooting /'Juitirj/ adjective (of pain) sudden 
and intense 

short /Joit/ adjective 1 . not having enough of 
something 2. not very tall or long 
short-acting /,Joit 'aektig/ adjective effec¬ 
tive only for a short period 
shortness of breath /Joitnos ov 'bre0/ 
noun the inability to breathe quickly enough to 
supply the oxygen needed 
short of breath /,Jo:t ov 'bre0/ adjective un¬ 
able to breathe quickly enough to supply the 
oxygen needed O After running up the stairs 
he was short of breath. 

shortsighted /Joit'saitid/ adjective same as 

myopic 

shortsightedness /Joit'saitidnos/ noun 

same as myopia 

shot /Jot/ noun same as injection (informal) O 
The doctor gave her a tetanus shot. O He need¬ 
ed a shot of morphine to relieve the pain. 
shoulder /'Jouldo/ noun a joint where the top 
of the arm joins the main part of the body O He 
dislocated his shoulder. O She was complain¬ 
ing of pains in her shoulder or of shoulder 
pains. 

shoulder blade /'Jouldo bleid/ noun same 

as scapula 

shoulder girdle /'Jouldo ,g3:d(o)l/ noun 
same as pectoral girdle 

shoulder joint /'Jouldo d 30 int/ noun a ball 
and socket joint which allows the arm to rotate 
and move in any direction 
shoulder lift /'Jouldo lift/ noun a way of car¬ 
rying a heavy person, in which the upper part 
of his or her body rests on the shoulders of two 
carriers 

shoulder presentation /'Jouldo ,prez(9)n 
,teiJ(o)n/ noun a position of a baby in the uter¬ 
us, in which the shoulder will first appear 
show /Jou/ noun the first discharge of blood at 
the beginning of childbirth ■ verb 1. to cause 
or allow something to be visible 2. to provide 
convincing evidence of something 
shrivel /'Jriv(a)l/ verb to become dry and 
wrinkled (note: shrivelling - shrivelled. The 
US spellings are shriveling - shriveled.) 
shuffling walk /jAf(o)lir) 'wo:k/, shuffling 
gait /jAf(o)lir) 'geit/ noun a way of walking 
in which the feet are not lifted off the ground, 
e.g. in Parkinson’s disease 
shunt /jAnt/ noun 1. the passing of fluid 
through a channel which is not the usual one 2. 
a channel which links two different blood ves¬ 
sels and carries blood from one to the other ■ 
verb (of blood) to pass through a channel which 


is not the usual one O As much as 5% of venous 
blood can be shunted unoxygenated back to 
the arteries. 

shunting /' jAntii]/ noun a condition in which 
some of the deoxygenated blood in the lungs 
does not come into contact with air, and full 
gas exchange does not take place 
SI abbreviation the international system of 
metric measurements. Full form Systeme In¬ 
ternational 

sial- /saiol/ prefix same as sialo- (used before 
vowels) 

sialadenitis /.saiol.zedi'naitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of a salivary gland. Also called 

siaioadenitis, sialitis 

sialagogue /sai'selogDg/ noun a substance 
which increases the production of saliva 
sialitis /.saiol'aitis/ noun same as sialadeni¬ 
tis 

sialo- /saiolou/ prefix 1 . referring to saliva 2. 
referring to a salivary gland 
siaioadenitis /.saiolou.sedi'naitis/ noun 

same as sialadenitis 

sialogogue /sai'selogog/ noun same as sial¬ 
agogue 

sialography /.saio'lDgrofi/ noun X-ray ex¬ 
amination of a salivary gland. Also called pty- 
alography 

sialolith /sai'aelsuliO/ noun a stone in a sali¬ 
vary gland. Also called ptyalith 
sialorrhoea /.saiolou'riio/ noun the produc¬ 
tion of an excessive amount of saliva (note: 
The US spelling is sialorrhea.) 

Siamese twins /.saiomiiz 'twinz/ plural 
noun same as conjoined twins 
sib /sib/ noun same as sibling (informal) 
sibilant /'sibilant/ adjective referring to a 
sound which whistles 
sibling /'siblig/ noun a brother or sister 
Sichuan flu /,sit Jwa:n 'flu:/ noun a virulent 
type of flu which has the same symptoms as 
those of ordinary flu (e.g. fever, sore throat and 
aching muscles) but they are more pronounced 
(informal) (note: The virus was first discovered 
in 1987 in Sichuan, a southwestern province of 
China.) 

sick /sik/ adjective 1. having an illness O He 
was sick for two weeks. □ to report or call in 
sick to say officially that you are unwell and 
cannot work 2. about to vomit O The patient 
got up this morning and felt sick. □ to be sick 
to vomit O The child was sick all over the floor. 
□ to make someone sick to cause someone to 
vomit O He was given something to make him 
sick. 

sickbay /'sikbei/ noun a room in a factory or 
on a ship where people can visit a doctor for 
treatment 

sickbed /'sikbed/ noun a bed where a person 
is lying sick O She sat for hours beside her 
daughter’s sickbed. 
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sick building syndrome /,sik 'bildirj ,sin 
droum/ noun a condition in which many peo¬ 
ple working in a building feel ill or have head¬ 
aches, caused by blocked air-conditioning 
ducts in which stale air is recycled round the 
building, often carrying allergenic substances 
or bacteria ( informal) 

sicken for /'sikon fo:/ verb to feel the first 
symptoms of an illness ( informal ) O She’s look¬ 
ing pale - she must be sickening for something. 
sickle cell /'sik(o)l sel/ noun a red blood cell 
shaped like a sickle, formed as a result of the 
presence of an unusual form of haemoglobin. 
Also called drepanocyte 
sickle-cell anaemia /'sik(o)l sel 3,ni:mi9/ 
noun an inherited condition in which someone 
develops sickle cells which block the circula¬ 
tion, causing anaemia and pains in the joints 
and abdomen. Also called drepanocytosis, 
sickle cell disease 

‘...children with sickle-cell anaemia are susceptible 
to severe bacterial infection. Even children with the 
milder forms of sickle-cell disease have an increased 
frequency of pneumococcal infection’ [ Lancet ] 
comment: Sickle-cell anaemia is a hereditary 
condition which is mainly found in people from 
Africa and the West Indies, 
sickle-cell chest syndrome /,sik(o)l sel 
'tjest .sindroum/ noun a common complica¬ 
tion of sickle-cell disease, with chest pain, fe¬ 
ver and leucocytosis 

sickle-cell disease /'sik(o)l sel di.ziiz/ 
noun same as sickle-cell anaemia. Abbr SCD. 
sickle-cell trait /'sik(o)l sel ,treit/ noun a 
hereditary condition of the blood in which 
some red cells become sickle-shaped, but there 
are not enough affected cells to cause anaemia 
sicklist /'siklist/ noun a list of people who 
are sick, e.g. children in a school or workers in 
a factory O We have five members of staff on 
the sicklist. 

sickly /'sikli/ adjective (usually of children) 
subject to frequent sickness O He was a sickly 
child, but now is a strong and healthy man. 
sickness /'siknos/ noun 1 . a state of having 
an illness O There is a lot of sickness in the 
winter months. O Many children are staying 
away from school because of sickness. £> sea¬ 
sickness, motion sickness 2. a feeling of 
wanting to vomit 

sickroom /'sikruim/ noun a room where 
someone is ill O Visitors are not allowed into 
the sickroom. 

side /said/ noun 1 . the part of the body be¬ 
tween the hips and the shoulder O She was ly¬ 
ing on her side. 2. the part of an object which 
is not the front, back, top or bottom O The 
nurse wheeled the trolley to the side of the bed. 
side-effect /'said i.fekt/ noun an effect pro¬ 
duced by a drug or treatment which is not the 
main effect intended O One of the side-effects 
of chemotherapy is that the patient's hair falls 
out. 


significantly 

‘.. .the treatment is not without possible side-effects, 
some of which can be particularly serious. The side- 
effects may include middle ear discomfort, claustro¬ 
phobia, increased risk of epilepsy’ 
[New Zealand Medical Journal) 

side rail /'said ,reil/ noun a rail at the side of 
a bed which can be lifted to prevent the person 
falling out 

sidero- /saidorou/ prefix referring to iron 
sideropenia /.saidorou'piinio/ noun a lack 
of iron in the blood usually caused by insuffi¬ 
cient iron in the diet 

siderophilin /saido'rDfolin/ noun same as 

transferrin 

siderosis /.saido'rousis/ noun 1 . a condition 
in which iron deposits form in tissue 2. inflam¬ 
mation of the lungs caused by inhaling dust 
containing iron 

SIDS abbr sudden infant death syndrome 
sight /salt/ noun one of the five senses, the 
ability to see O His sight is beginning to fail. □ 
to lose your sight to become blind 
sighted /'saitid/ adjective able to see, as op¬ 
posed to visually impaired 
sigmoid /'sigmoid/ adjective 1. shaped like 
the letter S 2. referring to the sigmoid colon ■ 
noun same as sigmoid colon 
sigmoid colon /.sigmoid 'koulon/ noun the 
fourth section of the colon which continues as 
the rectum. See illustration at digestive sys¬ 
tem in Supplement. Also called pelvic colon, 
sigmoid, sigmoid flexure 
sigmoidectomy /.sigmoi'dektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove the sigmoid co¬ 
lon (note: The plural is sigmoidectomies.) 
sigmoid flexure noun same as sigmoid co¬ 
lon 

sigmoidoscope /sig'moidoskoup/ noun a 
surgical instrument with a light at the end 
which can be passed into the rectum so that the 
sigmoid colon can be examined 
sigmoidoscopy /.sigmoi'dDskopi/ noun a 
procedure in which the rectum and sigmoid 
colon are examined with a sigmoidoscope 
sigmoidostomy /.sigmoi'dDstomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to bring the sigmoid colon 
out through a hole in the abdominal wall 
(note: The plural is sigmoidostomies.) 
sign /sain/ noun a movement, mark, colour¬ 
ing or change which has a meaning and can be 
recognised by a doctor as indicating a condi¬ 
tion (note: A change in function which is also 
noticed by the patient is a symptom.) ■ verb to 
write your name on a document such as a form 
or cheque, or at the end of a letter O The doctor 
signed the death certificate. 
significant /sig'nifikont/ adjective impor¬ 
tant or worth noting O No significant inflam¬ 
matory responses were observed. 
significantly /sig'nifikontli/ adverb in an 
important or noteworthy manner O He was not 
significantly better on the following day. 
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sign language 

sign language /'sain ,lceggwid 3 / noun a set 
of agreed signs made with the fingers and 
hands, used to indicate words by or for people 
who cannot hear or speak 
sildenafil citrate /.sildonofil 'saitreit/ 
noun an enzyme-inhibiting drug used in the 
treatment of male impotence 
silent /'sailont/ adjective 1 . not making any 
noise or talking 2. not visible or showing no 
symptoms O Genital herpes may be silent in 
women. O Graft occlusion is often silent with 
80% of patients. 

silica /'siliko/ noun a compound of silicon, 
the mineral which forms quartz and sand. Also 
called silicon dioxide 

silicon /'silikon/ noun a non-metallic chemi¬ 
cal element (note: The chemical symbol is Si.) 
silicon dioxide /.silikon dai'nksaid/ noun 

same as silica 

silicosis /.sili'kousis/ noun a disease of the 
lungs caused by inhaling silica dust from min¬ 
ing or stone-crushing operations 
comment: This is a serious disease which 
makes breathing difficult and can lead to em¬ 
physema and bronchitis. 

silver /'silvo/ noun a white-coloured metallic 
element (note: The chemical symbol is Ag.) 
silver nitrate /.silvo 'naitreit/ noun a salt of 
silver that is mixed with a cream or solution 
and used, e.g., to disinfect burns or to kill warts 
Silvester method /sil'vesto ,me0od/ noun 
a method of giving artificial respiration. The 
person lies on his or her back, then the first- 
aider brings the person’s hands together on the 
chest and moves them above the person’s 
head. i> Holger-Nielsen method 
Simmonds’ disease /'simondz di.ziiz/ 
noun a condition of women due to postpartum 
haemorrhage, in which there is lack of activity 
in the pituitary gland, resulting in wasting of 
tissue, brittle bones and premature senility 
[Described 1914. After Morris Simmonds (1855- 
1925), German physician and pathologist.] 
simple /'simpol/ adjective 1 . ordinary 2. not 
very complicated 

simple epithelium /.simpol ,epi'0iili9m/ 
noun an epithelium formed of a single layer of 
cells 

simple fracture /.simpol 'fraektjo/ noun a 
fracture where the skin surface around the 
damaged bone has not been broken and the 
broken ends of the bone are close together. 
Also called closed fracture 
simple tachycardia /.simpol tseki'kaidio/ 
noun same as sinus tachycardia 
simplex /'simpleks/ 1 herpes simplex 
Sims’ position /'simz po.ziJXojn/ noun a 
position of the body in which the person lies 
on his or her left side with their left arm behind 
their back and their right knee and thigh 
flexed. It is used to allow the anal or vaginal 
area to be examined easily. 


simvastatin /sim'vaestin/ noun a drug 
which lowers lipid levels in the blood, used in 
the treatment of high cholesterol 
sinciput /'sinsipAt/ noun the part of the skull 
that includes the forehead and the area above it 
sinew /'sinjui/ noun same as tendon 
singer’s nodule /.sirpz 'nodjuil/ noun a 
small white polyp which can develop in the 
larynx of people who use their voice too much 
or too loudly 

single parent family /,sir)g(s)l .peoront 
■faem(9)li/ noun a family which consists of a 
child or children and only one parent, e.g. be¬ 
cause of death, divorce or separation 
single photon emission computed tom¬ 
ography /,sir)g(3)l .foutDn i,miJ(o)n kom 
,pju:tid to'mogrofi/ noun a scan to study 
brain blood flow in conditions such as Alzhe¬ 
imer’s disease 

singultus /sirj'gAltos/ noun same as hiccup 
sinistral /'sinistrol/ adjective relating to or 
located on the left side, especially the left side 
of the body 

sino- /sainou/ prefix referring to a sinus 
sinoatrial /.sainou'eitriol/ adjective relating 
to the sinus venosus and the right atrium of the 
heart 

sinoatrial node /.sainou'eitriol noud/ noun 
a node in the heart at the junction of the supe¬ 
rior vena cava and the right atrium, which reg¬ 
ulates the heartbeat. Also called SA node, si¬ 
nus node 

sinogram /'sainougraem/ noun an X-ray 
photograph of a sinus 

sinography /sai'nDgrofi/ noun examination 
of a sinus by taking an X-ray photograph 
sinu- /saino/ prefix same as sino- 
sinuatrial adjective same as sinoatrial 
sinus /'sainos/ noun 1 . a cavity inside the 
body, including the cavities inside the head be¬ 
hind the cheekbone, forehead and nose O The 
doctor diagnosed a sinus infection. 2. a tract or 
passage which develops between an infected 
place where pus has gathered and the surface 
of the skin 3. a wide venous blood space 
sinusitis /.saino'saitis/ noun inflammation 
of the mucous membrane in the sinuses, espe¬ 
cially the maxillary sinuses 
sinus nerve /'sainos n3iv/ noun a nerve 
which branches from the glossopharyngeal 
nerve 

sinus node /'sainos noud/ noun same as si¬ 
noatrial node 

sinusoid /'sainosoid/ noun a specially 
shaped small blood vessel in the liver, adrenal 
glands and other organs 
sinus tachycardia /.sainos taski'kaidio/ 
noun rapid beating of the heart caused by stim¬ 
ulation of the sinoatrial node. Also called sim¬ 
ple tachycardia 
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sinus venosus /.sainos vo'nousis/ noun a 
cavity in the heart of an embryo, part of which 
develops into the coronary sinus and part of 
which is absorbed into the right atrium 
siphonage /'saifomd3/ noun the removal of 
liquid from one place to another with a tube, as 
used to empty the stomach of its contents 
Sippy diet /'sipi ,daiot/ noun US an alkaline 
diet of milk and dry biscuits as a treatment for 
peptic ulcers [After Bertram Welton Sippy 
(1866-1924), physician in Chicago, USA] 
sister /'sisto/ noun 1. a female who has the 
same father and mother as someone O He has 
three sisters. O Her sister works in a children’s 
clinic. 2. a senior nurse □ sister in charge a 
senior nurse in charge of a hospital ward 
sit /sit/ verb 1 . to rest with your weight largely 
supported by the buttocks 2. to cause a person 
to sit somewhere (note: [all senses] sitting - 
sat) 

site /salt/ noun 1. the position of something O 
The X-ray showed the site of the infection. 2. 
the place where something happened 3. the 
place where an incision is to be made in a sur¬ 
gical operation ■ verb to put something in a 
particular place, or be in a particular place O 
The infection is sited in the right lung, (note: 
siting - sited) 

‘...arterial thrombi have a characteristic structure: 
platelets adhere at sites of endothelial damage and 
attract other platelets to form a dense aggregate’ 
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine ] 

‘...the sublingual site is probably the most accepta¬ 
ble and convenient for taking temperature’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

‘...with the anaesthetist’s permission, the scrub 
nurse and surgeon began the process of cleaning up 
the skin round the operation site’ [NATNews] 
situated /'sitjueitid/ adjective in a particular 
place O The tumour is situated in the bowel. O 
The atlas bone is situated above the axis. 
sit up /,sit 'Ap/ verb 1. to sit with your back 
straight O The patient is sitting up in bed. 2. to 
move from a lying to a sitting position (note: 
sitting up - sat up) 

situs /'saitos/ noun the position of an organ 
or part of the body, especially the usual posi¬ 
tion (note: The plural is situs.) 
situs inversus /.saitos in'v3:sos/, situs in¬ 
versus viscerum /.saitos in,V3:s3S 
'visorom/ noun a congenital condition, in 
which the organs are not on the usual side of 
the body, i.e. where the heart is on the right 
side and not the left 

sitz bath /'sits ba:0/ noun a small low bath 
where someone can sit, but not lie down 
SI units /,es 'ai Juinits/p/u/'a/nounthe units 
used in an international system of units for 
measuring physical properties such as weight, 
speed and light 

Sjogren’s syndrome /‘J 3:grenz ,sin 
droum/ noun a chronic autoimmune disease in 
which the lacrimal and salivary glands become 


infiltrated with lymphocytes and plasma cells, 
and the mouth and eyes become dry 
skatole /'skastoul/ noun another spelling of 

scatole 

skeletal /'skelit(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
skeleton 

skeletal muscle /'skelit(o)l ,mAs(o)l/ noun 
a muscle attached to a bone, which makes a 
limb move 

skeleton /'skelit(o)n/ noun all the bones 
which make up a body 

Skene’s glands /'skiinz glaendz/ noun 
small mucous glands in the urethra in women 
[Described 1880. After Alexander Johnston 
Chalmers Skene (1838-1900), Scottish-born 
New York gynaecologist.] 
skia- /skaio/ prefix referring to shadow 
skiagram /'skaiogrsem/ noun an old term for 
X-ray photograph 

skier’s thumb /.skiioz '0Am/ noun an injury 
to the thumb caused by falling directly onto it 
when it is outstretched, resulting in tearing or 
stretching of the ligaments of the main thumb 
joint 

Skill /skil/ noun an ability to do difficult work, 
which is acquired by training O You need spe¬ 
cial skills to become a doctor. 
skilled /skild/ adjective having acquired a 
particular skill by training O He’s a skilled 
plastic surgeon. 

skill mix /'skil miks/ noun the range of dif¬ 
ferent skills possessed by the members of a 
group or required for a particular job 
skin /skin/ noun the tissue which forms the 
outside surface of the body O His skin turned 
brown in the sun. O Skin problems in adoles¬ 
cents may be caused by diet, (note: For other 
terms referring to skin, see words beginning with 
cut-, derm-, derma-, dermato-, dermo-.) 
comment: The skin is the largest organ in the 
human body. It is formed of two layers: the ep¬ 
idermis is the outer layer, and includes the top 
layer of particles of dead skin which are con¬ 
tinuously flaking off. Beneath the epidermis is 
the dermis, which is the main layer of living 
skin. Hairs and nails are produced by the skin, 
and pores in the skin secrete sweat from the 
sweat glands underneath the dermis. The skin 
is sensitive to touch and heat and cold, which 
are sensed by the nerve endings in the skin. 
The skin is a major source of vitamin D which 
it produces when exposed to sunlight, 
skin graft /'skin graift/ noun a layer of skin 
transplanted from one part of the body to cover 
an area where the skin has been destroyed O 
After the operation she had to have a skin 
graft. 

skinny /'skini/ adjective very thin ( informal) 
skin test /'skin test/ noun a test for allergy, 
in which a substance is applied to the skin to 
see if a reaction occurs 

skull /skAl/ noun the eight bones which are 
fused or connected together to form the head, 
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along with the fourteen bones which form the 
face. Also called cranium □ skull fracture a 
condition in which one of the bones in the 
skull has been fractured 
slash /slaeJV noun a long cut with a knife O He 
had bruises on his face and slashes on his 
hands. O The slash on her leg needs three 
stitches. ■ verb 1. to cut something with a 
knife or sharp edge □ to slash your wrists to 
try to kill yourself by cutting the blood vessels 
in the wrists 2. to cut costs or spending sharply 
( informal ) 

SLE abbr systemic lupus erythematosus 
sleep /ship/ noun the state or a period of rest¬ 
ing, usually at night, when the eyes are closed 
and you are not conscious of what is happen¬ 
ing O You need to get a good night's sleep if 
you have a lot of work to do tomorrow. O He 
had a short sleep in the middle of the after¬ 
noon. □ to get to sleep or go to sleep to start 
sleeping ■ verb to be in a state of sleep (note: 
sleeping - slept) 

comment: Sleep is a period when the body 
rests and rebuilds tissue, especially protein. 
Most adults need eight hours’ sleep each 
night. Children require more (ten to twelve 
hours) but older people need less, possibly 
only four to six hours. Sleep forms a regular 
pattern of stages: during the first stage the 
person is still conscious of his or her sur¬ 
roundings, and will wake on hearing a noise; 
afterwards the sleeper goes into very deep 
sleep (slow-wave sleep), where the eyes are 
tightly closed, the pulse is regular and the 
sleeper breathes deeply. During this stage the 
pituitary gland produces the growth hormone 
somatotrophin. It is difficult to wake someone 
from deep sleep. This stage is followed by 
rapid eye movement sleep (REM sleep), in 
which the sleeper’s eyes are half open and 
move about, he or she makes facial move¬ 
ments, the blood pressure rises and he or she 
has dreams. After this stage the sleeper re¬ 
lapses into the first sleep stage again. 

sleep apnoea /'ship aep,niia/ noun a condi¬ 
tion related to heavy snoring, with prolonged 
respiratory pauses leading to cerebral hypoxia 
and subsequent daytime drowsiness 
sleeping pill /’sliipir) pil/ noun a pill con¬ 
taining a drug, usually a barbiturate, which 
makes a person sleep O She died of an over¬ 
dose of sleeping pills. 

sleeping sickness /'sliipig .siknas/ noun 
an African disease, spread by the tsetse fly, 
where trypanosomes infest the blood. Also 
called African trypanosomiasis 
comment: Symptoms are headaches, lethar¬ 
gy and long periods of sleep. The disease is 
fatal if not treated. 

sleeping tablet noun a tablet containing a 
drug, usually a barbiturate, which makes a per¬ 
son sleep 

sleeplessness /'sliiplasnas/ noun t insom¬ 
nia 


sleep off /,sli:p 'of/ verb to recover from a 
mild illness or hangover by sleeping (note: 
sleeping off - slept off) 
sleep terror disorder /,sliip 'tera dis.aida/ 
noun a condition in which a person regularly 
wakes from sleep in a state of terror and con¬ 
fusion but remembers nothing about it in the 
morning 

sleepwalker /'sliipwaika/ noun same as 

somnambulist 

sleepwalking /'sliipwaikirj/ noun same as 

somnambulism 

sleepy /'sliipi/ adjective feeling ready to go to 
sleep (note: sleepier - sleepiest) 
sleepy sickness /'sliipi .siknas/ noun same 
as lethargic encephalitis 
slice /slais/ noun a thin flat piece of tissue 
which has been cut off O He examined the 
slice of brain tissue under the microscope. 
slide /slaid/ noun a piece of glass, on which a 
tissue sample is placed, to be examined under 
a microscope ■ verb to move along smoothly 
O The plunger slides up and down the syringe. 
(note: sliding - slid) 

sliding traction /.slaidir) 'tra 2 kj(a)n/ noun 
traction for a fracture of a femur, in which 
weights are attached to pull the leg 
slight /slait/ adjective not very serious O He 
has a slight fever. O She had a slight accident. 
slim /slim/ adjective pleasantly thin O She has 
become slim again after being pregnant. ■ 
verb to try to become thinner or weigh less O 
She is trying to slim before she goes on holi¬ 
day. (note: slimming - slimmed) 
slimming /'slimig/ noun the use of a special 
diet or special food which is low in calories 
and which is supposed to stop a person getting 
fat 

sling /slir)/ noun a triangular bandage at¬ 
tached round the neck, used to support an in¬ 
jured arm and prevent it from moving O She 
had her left arm in a sling. 
slipped disc /,slipt 'disk/ noun same as dis¬ 
placed intervertebral disc, prolapsed in¬ 
tervertebral disc 

slit lamp /'slit lsemp/ noun a piece of equip¬ 
ment which provides a narrow beam of light 
and is connected to a special microscope, used 
to examine the eye 

slough /slau/ noun dead tissue, especially 
dead skin, which has separated from healthy 
tissue ■ verb to lose dead skin which falls off 
slow-release vitamin tablet /slau ri.liis 
'vitamin .tseblat/ noun a vitamin tablet which 
will dissolve slowly in the body and give a 
longer and more constant effect 
slow-wave sleep /,slau ,weiv 'sliip/ noun a 
period of sleep during which the sleeper sleeps 
deeply and the eyes do not move 
comment: During slow-wave sleep, the pitui¬ 
tary gland secretes the hormone soma¬ 
totrophin. 
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small /smoil/ adjective 1. not large O His 
chest was covered with small red spots. O She 
has a small cyst in the colon. 2. young O He 
had chickenpox when he was small. 
small children /,smo:l 't/ildron/ noun 
young children, between about 1 and 10 years 
of age 

small for dates /,smo:l fo 'deits/ adjective 
referring to an unborn baby which is small in 
comparison to the average size for that number 
of weeks. Abbr SFD 

small intestine /,smo:l in'testin/ noun a 
section of the intestine from the stomach to the 
caecum, consisting of the duodenum, the jeju¬ 
num and the ileum 

small of the back /,smo:l ov do 'bsek/ noun 
the middle part of the back between and below 
the shoulder blades 

smallpox /'smoilpDks/ noun a very serious, 
usually fatal, contagious disease caused by the 
pox virus, with a severe rash, leaving masses 
of small scars on the skin. Also called variola 
comment: It is more than 200 years since the 
first smallpox vaccine experiments and vacci¬ 
nation has proved effective in eradicating 
smallpox. 

small stomach /,smo:l 'stAmok/ noun a 
stomach which is reduced in size after an op¬ 
eration, making the person unable to eat large 
meals 

smear /smio/ noun a sample of soft tissue, 
e.g. blood or mucus, taken from a person and 
spread over a glass slide to be examined under 
a microscope 

smear test /'smio test/ noun same as Papan¬ 
icolaou test 

smegma /'smegma/ noun an oily secretion 
with an unpleasant smell which collects on and 
under the foreskin of the penis 
smell /smel/ noun one of the five senses, the 
sense which is experienced through the nose ■ 
verb 1 . to notice the smell of something 
through the nose O / can smell smoke. O He 
can’t smell anything because he’s got a cold. 
2. to produce a smell O The room smells of dis¬ 
infectant. (note: smelling - smelled or smelt) 
comment: The senses of smell and taste are 
closely connected, and together give the real 
taste of food. Smells are sensed by receptors 
in the nasal cavity which transmit impulses to 
the brain. When food is eaten, the smell is 
sensed at the same time as the taste is 
sensed by the taste buds, and most of what 
we think of as taste is in fact smell, which ex¬ 
plains why food loses its taste when someone 
has a cold and a blocked nose, 
smelling salts /'smelig ,so:lts/ noun crys¬ 
tals of an ammonia compound which give off 
a strong smell and can revive someone who 
has fainted 

Smith-Petersen nail /,smi0 'pi:tos(o)n 
neil/ noun a metal nail used to attach the frac¬ 
tured neck of a femur [Described 1931. After 


Marius Nygaard Smith-Petersen (1886-1953), 
Norwegian-born Boston orthopaedic surgeon.] 
Smith’s fracture /'smiGs .frsektjo/ noun a 
fracture of the radius just above the wrist 
smog /smog/ noun pollution of the atmos¬ 
phere in towns, caused by warm damp air com¬ 
bining with smoke and exhaust fumes from 
cars 

smoke /smouk/ noun a white, grey or black 
product made of small particles, given off by 
something which is burning ■ verb to breathe 
in smoke from a cigarette, cigar or pipe which 
is held in the lips O Doctors are trying to per¬ 
suade people to stop smoking, (note: smoking 
- smoked) 

comment: The connection between smoking 
tobacco, especially cigarettes, and lung can¬ 
cer has been proved to the satisfaction of the 
British government, which prints a health 
warning on all packets of cigarettes. Smoke 
from burning tobacco contains nicotine and 
other substances which stick in the lungs, and 
can in the long run cause cancer and heart 
disease. 

smoke inhalation /'smouk inho.leiJXojn/ 
noun the breathing in of smoke, as in a fire 
smoker /'smouko/ noun a person who 
smokes cigarettes 

smoker’s cough /.smoukoz 'kof/ noun a 
dry asthmatic cough, often found in people 
who smoke large numbers of cigarettes 
smoking /'smoukig/ noun the action of 
smoking a cigarette, pipe or cigar O Smoking 
can injure your health. 

‘...three quarters of patients aged 35-64 on GPs’ 
lists have at least one major risk factor: high choles¬ 
terol, high blood pressure or addiction to tobacco. Of 
the three risk factors, smoking causes a quarter of 
heart disease deaths’ [Health Services Journal ] 
smooth /smuid/ adjective flat, not rough ■ 
verb to make something smooth O She 
smoothed down the sheets on the bed. 
smooth muscle /smu:d 'mAs(9)l/ noun a 
type of muscle found in involuntary muscles. 
Also called unstriated muscle 
SMR abbr submucous resection 
snare /sneo/ noun a surgical instrument made 
of a loop of wire, used to remove growths 
without the need of an incision 
sneeze /sniiz/ noun a reflex action to blow air 
suddenly out of the nose and mouth because of 
irritation in the nasal passages O She gave a 
loud sneeze. ■ verb to blow air suddenly out of 
the nose and mouth because of irritation in the 
nasal passages O The smell of flowers makes 
her sneeze. O He was coughing and sneezing 
and decided to stay in bed. (note: sneezing - 
sneezed) 

comment: A sneeze sends out a spray of 
droplets of liquid, which, if infectious, can then 
infect anyone who happens to inhale them, 
sneezing fit /'sniizig fit/ noun a sudden at¬ 
tack when someone sneezes many times 
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Snellen chart /'snelan tja:t/ noun a chart 
commonly used by opticians to test eyesight 
[Described 1862. After Hermann Snellen (1834- 
1908), Dutch ophthalmologist.] 
comment: The Snellen chart has rows of let¬ 
ters, the top row being very large, and the bot¬ 
tom very small, with the result that the more 
rows a person can read, the better his or her 
eyesight. 

Snellen type /'snetan taip/ noun different 
type sizes used on a Snellen chart 
sniff /snif/ noun an act of breathing in air or 
smelling through the nose O They gave her a 
sniff of smelling salts to revive her. ■ verb to 
breathe in air or to smell through the nose O 
He was sniffing because he had a cold. O She 
sniffed and said that she could smell smoke. 
sniffle /'smf(9)l/ verb to keep on sniffing be¬ 
cause you have a cold or are crying (note: snif¬ 
fling - sniffled) 

sniffles /'smf(o)lz/ plural noun a slight head 
cold, or an allergy that causes a running nose 
( informal ; used to children) O Don’t go out into 
the cold when you have the sniffles. 
snore /sno:/ noun a loud noise produced in 
the nose and throat when a person is asleep ■ 
verb to make a loud noise in the nose and throat 
when asleep (note: snoring - snored) 
comment: A snore is produced by the vibra¬ 
tion of the soft palate at the back of the mouth, 
and occurs when a sleeping person breathes 
through both mouth and nose, 
snoring /’snoirir)/ noun noisy breathing 
while asleep 

snot /snDt/ noun mucus in the nose ( informal) 
snow blindness /'snou ,blaindn9s/ noun 
temporary painful blindness caused by bright 
sunlight shining on snow 
snuffles /'snAf(o)lz/ plural noun the condi¬ 
tion of breathing noisily through a nose which 
is blocked with mucus, which is usually a 
symptom of the common cold, but can some¬ 
times be a sign of congenital syphilis ( informal ; 
used to children) 

soak /souk/ verb to put something in liquid so 
that it absorbs some of it O Use a compress 
made of cloth soaked in warm water. 
social /'souJ(o)l/ adjective referring to socie¬ 
ty or to groups of people 
social disease /,souJ(9)l di'ziiz/ noun US 
sexually transmitted disease 
socialisation /,souJOjlaTzeiJOjn/, social¬ 
ization noun the process involved when young 
children are becoming aware of society and 
learning how they are expected to behave 
social medicine /.souJOjl 'med(o)s(9)n/ 
noun medicine as applied to treatment of dis¬ 
eases which occur in particular social groups 
social services /,souJ(3)l 's3:visiz/ plural 
noun the special facilities which the govern¬ 
ment or local authorities provide to people in 
the community who need help, such as the eld¬ 


erly, children whose parents have died or the 
unemployed 

social worker /'s3uj(9)l ,w3:ko/ noun a 
government employee who works to provide 
social services to people in need and improve 
their living standards 

society /so'saioti/ noun 1 . the community of 
people who live in a particular country and 
share its institutions and customs 2. an organi¬ 
sation of people who have a shared interest 
sociopath /'sousiopaeG/ noun same as psy¬ 
chopath 

socket /'sokit/ noun a hollow part in a bone, 
into which another bone or organ fits O The tip 
of the femur fits into a socket in the pelvis. 
sodium /'soudiom/ noun a chemical element 
which is the basic substance in salt (note: The 
chemical symbol is Na.) 
comment: Sodium is an essential mineral and 
exists in the extracellular fluid of the body. 
Sweat and tears also contain a high propor¬ 
tion of sodium chloride. 

sodium balance /'soudiom .ballons/ noun 
the balance maintained in the body between 
salt lost in sweat and urine and salt taken in 
from food. The balance is regulated by aldos¬ 
terone. 

sodium bicarbonate /.soudiom bai 
'kaibonot/ noun sodium salt used in cooking, 
and also as a relief for indigestion and acidity. 
Also called bicarbonate of soda 
sodium chloride ^soudiom 'kbiraid/ noun 
common salt 

sodium fusidate /.soudiom 'fjuisideit/ 
noun an antibiotic used mainly to treat penicil¬ 
lin-resistant staphylococcal infections 
sodium pump /'soudiom pAmp/ noun a cel¬ 
lular process in which sodium is immediately 
excreted from any cell which it enters and po¬ 
tassium is brought in 

sodium valproate /.soudiom vasl'proueit/ 
noun an anticonvulsant drug used especially to 
treat migraines, seizures and epilepsy 
sodokosis /.soudou'kousis/, sodoku / 
'soudouku:/ noun a form of rat-bite fever, in 
which swellings in the jaws do not occur 
sodomy /'sDdomi/ noun anal sexual inter¬ 
course between men 

soft /soft/ adjective not hard or not resistant to 
pressure 

soft chancre /soft 'JTerjko/ noun same as 

soft sore 

soften /'sDf(o)n/ verb to make something 
soft, or become soft 

soft palate /soft 'padot/ noun the back part 
of the palate leading to the uvula. £> cleft palate 
soft sore /soft 'so:/ noun a venereal sore 
with a soft base, situated in the groin or on the 
genitals and caused by the bacterium Haemo¬ 
philus ducreyi. Also called chancroid, soft 
chancre 
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soft tissue /soft 'tiju:/ noun skin, muscles, 
ligaments or tendons 

soil /soil/ noun the earth in which plants grow 
■ verb to make something dirty O He soiled 
his sheets. O Soiled bedclothes are sent to the 
hospital laundry. 

solar plexus /.soulo 'pleksos/ noun a nerve 
network situated at the back of the abdomen 
between the adrenal glands 
solar retinopathy /.soulo reti'nopoBi/ noun 
irreparable damage to the most sensitive part 
of the retina, the macula, caused by looking at 
the sun with no protection or inadequate pro¬ 
tection, as when looking at an eclipse of the 
sun 

sole /soul/ noun the part under the foot O The 
soles of the feet are very sensitive. 

SOleus /'soulios/ noun a flat muscle which 
goes down the calf of the leg (note: The plural 
is solei.) 

solid /'stolid/ adjective 1 . not soft or yielding 
2. hard and not liquid O Water turns solid when 
it freezes. 

solid food /'solid fuid/ noun food which is 
chewed and eaten, not drunk O She is allowed 
some solid food, or She is allowed to eat solids. 
comment: Solid foods are introduced gradual¬ 
ly to babies and to patients who have had in¬ 
testinal operations. 

solidify /so'lidifai/ verb to become solid, or 
cause something to become solid O Carbon di¬ 
oxide solidifies at low temperatures. 
solids noun solid food 
soluble /'sDljub(9)l/ adjective able to dis¬ 
solve O a tablet of soluble aspirin 
soluble fibre /,SDljub(o)l 'faibo/ noun a fi¬ 
bre in vegetables, fruit and pulses and porridge 
oats which is partly digested in the intestine 
and reduces the absorption of fats and sugar 
into the body, so lowering the level of choles¬ 
terol 

solute /'sDljuit/ noun a solid substance 
which is dissolved in a solvent to make a solu¬ 
tion 

solution /so'lu:J(3)n/ noun a mixture of a 
solid substance dissolved in a liquid 
solvent /'sDlv(o)nt/ noun a liquid in which a 
solid substance can be dissolved 
solvent abuse /'sDlvont o.bjuis/, solvent 
inhalation /,SDlvont .inho Teijin/ noun a 
type of drug abuse in which someone inhales 
the toxic fumes given off by particular types of 
volatile chemical. Also called glue-sniffing 
‘...deaths among teenagers caused by solvent abuse 
have reached record levels’ [Health Visitor ] 
soma /'soumo/ noun the body, as opposed to 
the mind (note: The plural is somata or so- 
mas.) 

somat- /soumot/ prefix same as somato- 
(usedbefore vowels) 


somata /'soumoto/ plural of soma 
somatic /sou'maetik/ adjective referring to 
the body, either as opposed to the mind, or as 
opposed to the intestines and inner organs. 
Compare psychosomatic 
somatic nerve /sou'mastik n3iv/ noun any 
of the sensory and motor nerves which control 
skeletal muscles 

somatic nervous system /sou.maetik 
'n3ivos .sistom/ noun the part of the nervous 
system that serves the sense organs and mus¬ 
cles of the body wall and limbs, and brings 
about activity in the voluntary muscles 
somato- /soumotou/ prefix 1 . referring to the 
body 2. somatic 

somatology ^soumo'tDlodsi/ noun the 
study of both the physiology and anatomy of 
the body 

somatostatin /.soumotou'stcetin/ noun a 
hormone produced in the hypothalamus which 
helps to prevent the release of the growth hor¬ 
mone 

somatotrophic hormone /.soumoto.trofik 
'hoimoun/, somatotrophin /.soumoto'troufin/ 
noun a growth hormone, secreted by the pitui¬ 
tary gland, which stimulates the growth of 
long bones (note: The US term for soma¬ 
totrophin is somatotropin.) 
somatropin /.soumotou'troufin/ noun same 
as growth hormone 
-some /soum/ suffix tiny cell bodies 
somnambulism /sDm'n£embjuliz(o)m/ 
noun a condition especially affecting children 
where the person gets up and walks about 
while still asleep. Also called sleepwalking 
somnambulist /sDm'nsembjulist/ noun a 
person who walks in his or her sleep. Also 
called sleepwalker 

somnambulistic /sDmn,£embjuTistik/ ad¬ 
jective referring to somnambulism 
somnolent /'somnolont/ adjective sleepy 
somnolism /'sDmn9liz(3)m/ noun a trance 
which is induced by hypnotism 
Somogyi effect /'JomDd 3 i i.fekt/, Som- 
ogyi phenomenon /'JrmK^i fi.nDmonon/ 
noun in diabetes mellitus, a swing to a high 
level of glucose in the blood from an extreme¬ 
ly low level, usually occurring after an untreat¬ 
ed insulin reaction during the night. It is 
caused by the release of stress hormones to 
counter low glucose levels. 

-somy /soumi/ suffix the presence of chromo¬ 
somes 

son /SAn/ noun a male child of a parent O They 
have two sons and one daughter. 

Sonne dysentery /'sons ,disontri/ noun a 
common form of mild dysentery in the UK, 
caused by Shigella sonnei [Described 1915. Af¬ 
ter Carl Olaf Sonne (1882-1948), Danish bacte¬ 
riologist and physician.] 
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sonogram /'sounograem/ noun a chart pro¬ 
duced using ultrasound waves to find where 
something is situated in the body 
sonography /so'nDgrofi/ noun same as ul¬ 
trasonography 

sonoplacentography /.sounoplaeson'to 
grofi/ noun the use of ultrasound waves to find 
how the placenta is placed in a pregnant wom¬ 
an 

sonotopography /.sounoto'pogrofi/ noun 
the use of ultrasound waves to produce a son¬ 
ogram 

soothe /su:d/ verb to relieve pain or irritation 
or make a person less tense O The calamine lo¬ 
tion will soothe the rash, (note: soothing - 
soothed) 

soothing /'suidig/ adjective relieving pain or 
irritation or making someone less tense O They 
played soothing music in the dentist’s waiting 
room. 

sopor /'soups/ noun deep sleep or uncon¬ 
sciousness 

soporific /.SDpo'rifik/ noun a drug which 
makes a person go to sleep ■ adjective causing 
sleep 

sorbitol /'soibitol/ noun a white crystalline 
sweet alcohol which is used as a sweetener and 
a moisturiser, and in the manufacture of Vita¬ 
min C 

sordes /'soidiiz/ plural noun dry deposits 
round the lips of someone who has a fever 
sore /so:/ noun a small wound on any part of 
the skin, usually with a discharge of pus ■ ad¬ 
jective 1 . rough and inflamed O a sore patch on 
the skin 2. painful O My ankle still feels very 
sore. 

sore throat /so: 'Grout/ noun a condition in 
which the mucous membrane in the throat is 
inflamed, sometimes because the person has 
been talking too much, but usually because of 
an infection ( informal) 

s.o.s. adverb {on prescriptions) if necessary. 
Full form si opus sit (note: It means that the 
dose should be taken once.) 

SOtalol /'sDtolol/ noun a drug used to treat an 
irregular heartbeat and high blood pressure 
souffle /'su:f(o)l/ noun a soft breathing 
sound, heard through a stethoscope 
sound /saund/ noun 1. something which can 
be heard O The doctor listened to the sounds of 
the patient’s lungs. O His breathing made a 
whistling sound. 2. a long rod, used to examine 
or to dilate the inside of a cavity in the body ■ 
adjective strong and healthy O He has a sound 
constitution. O Her heart is sound, but her 
lungs are congested. ■ verb 1 . to make a par¬ 
ticular noise O Her lungs sounded as if she had 
pneumonia. 2. to examine the inside of a cavity 
using a rod 


sour /'sauo/ adjective not bitter, salt or sweet 
(note: It is one of the basic tastes.) 
source /so:s/ noun 1 . the substance which 
produces something O Sugar is a source of en¬ 
ergy. O Vegetables are important sources of vi¬ 
tamins. 2. the place where something comes 
from O The source of the allergy has been 
identified. O The medical team has isolated the 
source of the infection. 

space /speis/ noun a place, empty area be¬ 
tween things O An abscess formed in the space 
between the bone and the cartilage. 
spansule /'spaensjud/ noun a drug in the 
form of a capsule which is specially designed 
to release its contents slowly in the stomach 
spare /speo/ adjective extra or only used in 
emergencies O We have no spare beds in the 
hospital at the moment. O The doctor carries a 
spare set of instruments in her car. ■ verb to be 
able to give or spend something O Can you 
spare the time to see the next patient? O We 
have only one bed to spare at the moment. 
(note: sparing - spared) 
spare part surgery /,speo 'pa:t ,s3:d39ri/ 
noun surgery in which parts of the body such 
as bones or joints are replaced by artificial 
pieces 

sparganosis ^spccgo'nousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion caused by the larvae of the worm Sparga- 
num under the skin. It is widespread in East 
Asia. 

spasm /'spaez(9)m/ noun a sudden, usually 
painful, involuntary contraction of a muscle, 
as in cramp O The muscles in his leg went into 
spasm. O She had painful spasms in her stom¬ 
ach. 

spasmo- /spaezmou/ prefix referring to a 
spasm 

spasmodic /spaez'modik/ adjective 1 . oc¬ 
curring in spasms 2. happening from time to 
time 

spasmolytic /.spaezmo'litik/ noun a drug 
which relieves muscle spasms 
spasmus nutans /.spaezmos 'nju:tonz/ 
noun a condition in which someone nods his or 
her head and at the same time has spasms in 
the neck muscles and rapid movements of the 
eyes 

spastic /'spaestik/ adjective with spasms or 
sudden contractions of muscles ■ noun a per¬ 
son affected with cerebral palsy (note: The 
noun sense is now considered to be offensive.) 
spastic colon /.spaestik 'koukm/ noun 
same as mucous colitis 
spastic diplegia /.spaestik dai'pli:d33/ 
noun a congenital form of cerebral palsy which 
affects mainly the legs. Also called Little’s dis¬ 
ease 

spastic gait /.spaestik 'geit/ noun a way of 
walking where the legs are stiff and the feet not 
lifted off the ground 
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spasticity /spze'stisti/ noun a condition in 
which a limb resists passive movement. i> ri¬ 
gidity 

spastic paralysis /.spaestik po'raelosis/ 
noun same as cerebral palsy 
spastic paraplegia /.spaestik ,p^ro 
'pli:d33/ noun paralysis of one side of the 
body after a stroke 

spatula /'spaetjulo/ noun 1 . a flat flexible 
tool with a handle, used to scoop, lift, spread 
or mix things 2. a flat wooden stick used to 
press the tongue down when the mouth or 
throat is being examined 
speak /spiik/ verb to say words or articulate 
sounds with the voice O He is learning to 
speak again after a laryngectomy. (NOTE: 
speaking - spoke - spoken) 
speak up /,spiik 'Ap/ verb to speak more 
loudly O Speak up, please -1 can’t hear you! 
special /'speJ(o)l/ adjective not ordinary, or 
for a specific purpose O He has been given a 
special diet to cure his allergy. O She wore 
special shoes to correct a problem in her an¬ 
kles. 

special care baby unit /,spe/(3)l keo 
'beibi juinit/ noun a unit in a hospital which 
deals with premature babies or babies with se¬ 
rious disorders 

special health authority /,speJ(o)l hel0 
oi,0Driti/ noun a health authority which has 
unique national functions, or covers various 
regions. An example is UK Transplant, which 
manages the National Transplant Database 
and provides a 24-hour service for the match¬ 
ing and allocation of donor organs, 
special hospital /,speJ(o)l 'hDspit(o)l/ 
noun a hospital for people whose mental con¬ 
dition makes them a potential danger to them¬ 
selves and/or others 

specialisation /.speJalai'zeiJXajn/, spe¬ 
cialization noun 1. the act of specialising in a 
particular branch of medicine 2. a particular 
branch of medicine which a doctor specialises 
in 

specialise /'spejolaiz/, specialize verb 1. to 
concentrate on a specific subject or activity 2. 
to be an expert in a specific subject or area of 
knowledge (note: specialising - specialised) 
specialised /'spejolaizd/, specialized ad¬ 
jective 1 . designed for a particular purpose 2. 
concentrating on a particular activity or sub¬ 
ject O specialised skills 
specialise in /'spejolaiz in/, specialize in 
verb to study or to treat one particular disease 
or one particular type of patient O He special¬ 
ises in children with breathing problems. O 
She decided to specialise in haematology. 
specialism /'speJoliz(3)m/ noun same as 
speciality 

specialist /'spejolist/ noun a doctor who 
specialises in a particular branch of medicine 


specular 

O He is a heart specialist. O She was referred 
to an ENT specialist. 

specialist registrar /,spej(3)list 'red 3 i 
,stra:/ noun a junior doctor in a hospital who 
is doing further specialist training 
speciality /.speji'aeloti/ noun a particular ac¬ 
tivity or type of work which someone is spe¬ 
cially trained for or very interested in. Also 
called specialism, specialty 
special school /'spej(a)l skutl/ noun a 
school for children with disabilities 
specialty /'spej(a)lti/ noun US same as spe¬ 
ciality 

species /'spitjitz/ noun a group of living 
things with the same characteristics and which 
can interbreed (note: The plural is species.) 
specific /spa'sifik/ adjective referring to a 
disease caused by one type of microorganism 
only. Opposite non-specific ■ noun a drug 
which is only used to treat one disease 
specific gravity /spa,sifik 'graevati/ noun 
same as relative density 
specificity /,spesi'fisati/ noun the rate of 
negative responses in a test from persons free 
from a disease. A high specificity means a low 
rate of false positives. Compare sensitivity 
specific urethritis /spa,sifik juari'Graitis/ 
noun inflammation of the urethra caused by 
gonorrhoea 

specimen /'spesimin/ noun 1 . a small quan¬ 
tity of something given for testing O He was 
asked to bring a urine specimen. 2. one item 
out of a group O We keep specimens of dis¬ 
eased organs for students to examine. 
spectacles /'spektak(a)lz/ plural noun 
glasses which are worn in front of the eyes to 
help correct problems in vision 
comment: Spectacles can correct problems in 
the focusing of the eye, such as shortsighted¬ 
ness, longsightedness and astigmatism. 
Where different lenses are required for read¬ 
ing, an optician may prescribe two pairs of 
spectacles, one for standard use and the oth¬ 
er for reading. Otherwise, spectacles can be 
fitted with a divided lens (bifocals or varifo- 
cals). 

spectra /'spektra/ plural of spectrum 
spectrography /spek'trografi/ noun the re¬ 
cording of a spectrum on photographic film 
spectroscope /'spektraskaup/ noun an in¬ 
strument used to analyse a spectrum 
spectrum /'spektram/ noun 1 . the range of 
colours, from red to violet, into which white 
light can be split when it is passed through 
something (note: Different substances in solu¬ 
tion have different spectra.) 2. the range of or¬ 
ganisms that an antibiotic or chemical can kill 
(note: The plural is spectra or spectrums.) 
specula /'spekjula/ plural of speculum 
specular /'spekjola/ adjective carried out us¬ 
ing a speculum 
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speculum /'spekjulam/ noun a surgical in- 
strument which is inserted into an opening in 
the body such as a nostril or the vagina to keep 
it open in order to allow a doctor to examine 
the inside (note: The plural is specula or 
speculums.) 

speech /spiltJ7 noun 1 . the ability to make in¬ 
telligible sounds with the vocal cords 2. a talk 
given to an audience 

speech block /'spiitj blok/ noun a tempo¬ 
rary inability to speak, caused by the effect of 
nervous stress on the mental processes 
speech impediment /'spiitj im.pedimont/ 
noun an inability to speak easily or in the usual 
way because of the physical structure of the 
mouth or other disorders 
speech therapist /'spiitj ,0eropist/ noun a 
qualified person who practises speech therapy 
speech therapy /'spiitj ,0eropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment for a speech disorder such as stammering 
or one which results from a stroke or physical 
malformation 

spell /spel/ noun a short period O She has 

been having dizzy spells. O He had two spells 

in hospital during the winter. 

sperm /sp3im/ noun same as spermatozoon 

(note: The plural is sperm.) 

spermat- /sp3imot/ prefix same as sperma- 

to- ( used before vowels) 

spermatic /sp3:'maetik/ adjective referring 

to sperm 

spermatic artery /sp3i,m£etik 'aitori/ noun 
an artery which leads into the testes. Also 
called testicular artery 

spermatic cord /sp3i,maetik 'koid/ noun a 
cord running from the testis to the abdomen 
carrying the vas deferens, the blood vessels, 
nerves and lymphatics of the testis 
spermatid /'sp3imotid/ noun an immature 
male sex cell that develops into a spermatozo¬ 
on 

spermato- /sp3imotou/ prefix 1. referring to 
sperm 2. referring to the male reproductive 
system 

spermatocele /'sp3im9tosiil/ noun a cyst 
which forms in the scrotum 
spermatocyte /'sp3im9tosait/ noun an ear¬ 
ly stage in the development of a spermatozoon 
spermatogenesis /.spsimoto'dsenosis/ 
noun the formation and development of sper¬ 
matozoa in the testes 

spermatogonium /.spsimoto'gouniom/ 
noun a cell which forms a spermatocyte (note: 
The plural is spermatogonia.) 
spermatorrhoea ^spsimoto'rio/ noun the 
discharge of a large amount of semen fre¬ 
quently and without an orgasm (note: The US 
spelling is spermatorrhea.) 
spermatozoon /.spsimoto'zouDn/ noun a 
mature male sex cell, which is ejaculated from 
the penis and is capable of fertilising an ovum. 


Also called sperm (note: The plural is sperma¬ 
tozoa.) 

comment: A human spermatozoon is very 
small and is formed of a head, neck and very 
long tail. A spermatozoon can swim by mov¬ 
ing its tail from side to side. The sperm are 
formed in the testes and ejaculated through 
the penis. Each ejaculation may contain mil¬ 
lions of sperm. Once a sperm has entered the 
female uterus, it remains viable for about 
three days. 

spermaturia /.spsimo'tjuorio/ noun sperm 
in the urine 

sperm bank /'sp3im bsegk/ noun a place 
where sperm can be stored for use in artificial 
insemination 

sperm count /'sp3im kaunt/ noun a calcula¬ 
tion of the number of sperm in a quantity of se¬ 
men 

sperm donor /'sp3im .douno/ noun a male 
who gives sperm, for a fee, to allow a childless 
woman to bear a child 

spermi- /sp3imi/ prefix referring to sperm 
and semen 

spermicidal /,sp3imi'said(o)l/ adjective 
killing or able to kill sperm 
spermicidal jelly /.spsimi.saidO)! 'd 3 eli/ 
noun a jelly-like product which acts as a con¬ 
traceptive 

spermicide /'sp3imisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills sperm 

spermio- /sp3imiou/ prefix same as spermi- 
spermiogenesis /.spsimiou'dsenosis/ 
noun the stage of spermatogenesis during 
which a spermatid changes into a spermatozo¬ 
on 

spheno- /sfiinou/ prefix referring to the sphe¬ 
noid bone 

sphenoid /'sfiinoid/ adjective 1 . relating to 
the sphenoid bone 2. shaped like a wedge ■ 
noun same as sphenoid bone 
sphenoid bone /'sfiinoid boun/ noun one 
of two bones in the skull which form the side 
of the socket of the eye. Also called sphenoid 
sphenoid sinus /,sfiinoid 'sainos/ noun 
one of the sinuses in the skull behind the nasal 
passage 

sphenopalatine ganglion /.sfiinou 
,p2el9tain 'ganglion/ noun same as ptery¬ 
gopalatine ganglion 

spherocyte /'sfiorousait/ noun a red blood 
cell that is round rather than the usual disc 
shape 

spherocytosis /^fiorousai'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which someone has spherocytes 
in the blood, causing anaemia, enlarged spleen 
and gallstones, as in acholuric jaundice 
sphincter /'sfirjkto/, sphincter muscle / 
'sfigkto ,mAs(9)l/ noun a circular band of 
muscle which surrounds an opening or pas¬ 
sage in the body, especially the anus, and can 
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narrow or close the opening or passage by con¬ 
tracting 

sphincterectomy /.sfirjkto'rektomi/ noun 
1. a surgical operation to remove a sphincter 2. 
a surgical operation to remove part of the edge 
of the iris in the eye (note: The plural is sphinc- 
terectomies.) 

sphincteroplasty /'sfirjktoro.plsesti/ noun 
a surgical operation to relieve a tightened 
sphincter (note: The plural is sphincteroplast¬ 
ies.) 

sphincterotomy /.sfipkto'rDtomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an incision into a 
sphincter (note: The plural is sphincteroto¬ 
mies.) 

sphincter pupillae muscle /.sfipkto 
'pjuipilai ,mAs(o)l/ noun an annular muscle 
in the iris which constricts the pupil 
sphyg /sfig/ noun same as sphygmomanom¬ 
eter ( informal) 

sphygmic /'sfigmik/ adjective referring to 
the pulse of an artery 

sphyg mo- /sfigmou/ prefix referring to the 
pulse 

sphygmocardiograph /.sfigmou 

'kaidiougraif/ noun a device which records 
heartbeats and pulse rate 
sphygmograph /'sfigmograif/ noun a de¬ 
vice which records the pulse 
sphygmomanometer /.sfigmoumo 

'nomito/ noun an instrument which measures 
blood pressure in the arteries 
comment: The sphygmomanometer is a rub¬ 
ber sleeve connected to a scale with a column 
of mercury, allowing the nurse to take a read¬ 
ing. The rubber sleeve is usually wrapped 
round the arm and inflated until the blood flow 
is stopped. The blood pressure is determined 
by listening to the pulse with a stethoscope 
placed over an artery as the pressure in the 
rubber sleeve is slowly reduced, and by the 
reading on the scale. 

spica /'spaiko/ noun a way of bandaging a 
joint where the bandage crosses over itself like 
the figure 8 on the inside of the bend of the 
joint (note: The plural is spicae or spicas.) 
spicule /'spikjuil/ noun a small splinter of 
bone 

spigot /'spigot/ noun the end of a pipe which 
is joined by insertion into the enlarged end of 
another pipe 

spina /'spaino/ noun 1. a thin sharp piece of 
bone 2. the vertebral column 
spina bifida /.spaino 'bifido/ noun a serious 
condition in which part of the spinal cord pro¬ 
trudes through the spinal column. Also called 
rachischisis 

comment: Spina bifida takes two forms: a mild 
form, spina bifida occulta, where only the 
bone is affected, and there are no visible 
signs of the condition; and the serious spina 
bifida cystica where part of the meninges or 
spinal cord passes through the gap; it may re¬ 
sult in paralysis of the legs, and mental impair- 


spine 

ment is often present where the condition is 
associated with hydrocephalus, 
spinal /'spain(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
spine O She suffered spinal injuries in the 
crash. 

spinal accessory nerve /,spain(3)l ok 
'sesori n3iv/ noun the eleventh cranial nerve 
which supplies the muscles in the neck and 
shoulders 

spinal anaesthesia /,spain(o)l ,aenos 
'0i:zio/ noun local anaesthesia in which an an¬ 
aesthetic is injected into the cerebrospinal flu¬ 
id 

spinal anaesthetic /,spain(o)l .asnos'Oel 
tik/ noun an anaesthetic given by injection into 
the spine, which results in large parts of the 
body losing the sense of feeling 
spinal block /,spain(o)l 'blok/ noun analge¬ 
sia produced by injecting the spinal cord with 
an anaesthetic 

spinal canal /,spain(o)l ko'nsel/ noun the 
hollow channel running down the back of the 
vertebrae, containing the spinal cord. Also 
called vertebral canal 

spinal column /'spain(o)l ,kDlom/ noun 
same as spine 

spinal cord /'spain(o)l koid/ noun part of 
the central nervous system, running from the 
medulla oblongata to the filum terminale, in 
the vertebral canal of the spine (note: For other 
terms referring to the spinal cord, see words be¬ 
ginning with myel-, myelo-.) 
spinal curvature /,spain(o)l 'k3ivotJo/ 
noun unusual bending of the spinal column 
spinal fusion /,spain(o)l 'fjui 3 (o)n/ noun a 
surgical operation to join two vertebrae togeth¬ 
er to make the spine more rigid. Also called 
spondylosyndesis 

spinal ganglion /,spain(9)l 'gaerjglion/ 
noun a cone-shaped mass of cells on the poste¬ 
rior root, the main axons of which form the 
posterior root of the spinal nerve 
spinal meningitis /,spain(o)l ,menin'd 3 af 
it is/ noun inflammation of the membranes 
around the spinal cord, which particularly af¬ 
fects young children 

spinal nerve /'spain(o)l n3iv/ noun one of 
the 31 pairs of nerves which lead from the spi¬ 
nal cord and govern mainly the trunk and 
limbs 

spinal puncture /,spain(o)l 'pArjktJo/ noun 
same as lumbar puncture (note: The US term 

is spinal tap.) 

spinal shock /'spain(o)l 1 Jbk/ noun a loss of 
feeling in the lower part of the body below a 
point at which the spine has been injured 
spindle /'spind(o)l/ noun 1. a long thin struc¬ 
ture 2. a structure formed in cells during divi¬ 
sion to which the chromosomes are attached 
by their centromeres 

spine /spam/ noun 1. the series of bones, the 
vertebrae, linked together to form a flexible 
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Spinhaler 

supporting column running from the pelvis to 
the skull O She injured her spine in the crash. 

Also called backbone, spinal column, verte¬ 
bral column 2. any sharp projecting part of a 
bone 

comment: The spine is made up of twenty- 
four ring-shaped vertebrae, with the sacrum 
and coccyx, separated by discs of cartilage. 
The hollow canal of the spine (the spinal ca¬ 
nal) contains the spinal cord. See also note at 
vertebra. 

Spinhaler /spin'heilo/ a trade name for a de¬ 
vice from which a person with breathing prob¬ 
lems can inhale a preset dose of a drug 
spinnbarkeit /'spinbaikait/ noun a thread 
of mucus formed in the cervix which is used in 
determining the time of ovulation. At this time 
it can be drawn out on a glass slide to its max¬ 
imum length. 

spino- /spainou/ prefix 1 . referring to the 
spine 2. referring to the spinal cord 
spinocerebellar tract /.spainousero.beb 
'traskt/ noun a nerve fibre in the spinal cord, 
taking impulses to the cerebellum 
spinous process /.spainos 'prouses/ noun 
a projection on a vertebra or a bone which 
looks like a spine 

spiral /'spairol/ adjective running in a contin¬ 
uous circle upwards 

spiral bandage /.spairol 'b 2 endid 3 / noun a 
bandage which is wrapped round a limb, each 
turn overlapping the one before 
spiral ganglion /.spairol 'gaerjglion/ noun a 
ganglion in the eighth cranial nerve which sup¬ 
plies the organ of Corti 
spiral organ /.spairol 'oigon/ noun same as 
organ of Corti 

Spirillum /spi'rilom/ noun one of the bacte¬ 
ria which cause rat-bite fever 
spiro- /spairou/ prefix 1 . referring to a spiral 
2. referring to respiration 
spirochaetaemia /.spairouki'tiimio/ noun 
the presence of spirochaetes in the blood 
(note: The US spelling is spirochetemia.) 
spirochaete /'spairoukiit/ noun a bacterium 
with a spiral shape, e.g. the one which causes 
syphilis (note: The US spelling is spirochete.) 
spirogram /'spairougrsem/ noun a record of 
someone’s breathing made by a spirograph 
spirograph /'spairougraif/ noun a device 
which records depth and rapidity of breathing 
spirography /spai'rogrofi/ noun the record¬ 
ing of a someone’s breathing by use of a 
spirograph 

spirometer /spai'romito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which measures the amount of air a per¬ 
son inhales or exhales 

spirometry /spafromotri/ noun a measure¬ 
ment of the vital capacity of the lungs by use 
of a spirometer 

spironolactone /.spairono'lasktoun/ noun 
a steroid which helps the body produce urine. 


used in the treatment of oedema and hyperten¬ 
sion 

spit /spit/ noun saliva which is sent out of the 
mouth ■ verb to send liquid out of the mouth 
O Rinse your mouth out and spit into the cup 
provided. O He spat out the medicine. (NOTE: 

spitting - spat) 

Spitz-Holter valve /.spits 'holto vaflv/ 
noun a valve with a one-way system, surgical¬ 
ly placed in the skull and used to drain excess 
fluid from the brain in hydrocephalus 
splanchnic /'spkeqkmk/ adjective referring 
to viscera 

splanchnic nerve /'splserjkmk n3iv/ noun 
any sympathetic nerve which supplies organs 
in the abdomen 

splanchnology /splaegk'nolodgi/ noun the 
study of the organs in the abdominal cavity 
spleen /spliin/ noun an organ in the top part 
of the abdominal cavity behind the stomach 
and below the diaphragm, which helps to de¬ 
stroy old red blood cells, form lymphocytes 
and store blood. See illustration at digestive 
system in Supplement 
comment: The spleen, which is the largest en¬ 
docrine (ductless) gland, appears to act to re¬ 
move dead blood cells and fight infection, but 
its functions are not fully understood and an 
adult can live healthily after his or her spleen 
has been removed. 

splen- /splen/ prefix same as spleno- ( used 
before vowels) 

splenectomy /sple'nektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove the spleen (note: The 
plural is splenectomies.) 
splenic /'splenik/ adjective referring to the 
spleen 

splenic anaemia /.splenik o'niimio/ noun a 
type of anaemia, caused by cirrhosis of the liv¬ 
er, in which the person has portal hyperten¬ 
sion, an enlarged spleen and haemorrhages. 
Also called Banti’s syndrome 
splenic flexure /.splenik 'flekjo/ noun a 
bend in the colon where the transverse colon 
joins the descending colon 
splenii /'spliinii/ plural noun plural of spleni- 
us 

splenitis /splo'naitis/ noun inflammation of 
the spleen 

splenius /'spliinios/ noun either of two mus¬ 
cles on each side of the neck that reach from 
the base of the skull to the upper back and ro¬ 
tate and extend the head and neck (note: The 
plural is splenii.) 

spleno- /spliinou/ prefix referring to the 
spleen 

splenomegaly /.spliinou'megoli/ noun a 
condition in which the spleen is unusually 
large, associated with several disorders includ¬ 
ing malaria and some cancers 
splenorenal /.spliinou'riinCo)!/ adjective re¬ 
lating to both the spleen and the kidneys 
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splenorenal anastomosis /.spliinou 
,ri:n(9)l o.nsesto'mousis/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to join the splenic vein to a renal vein, 
as a treatment for portal hypertension 
splenovenography /.splimouvo'nogrofi/ 
noun X-ray examination of the spleen and the 
veins which are connected to it 
splint /splint/ noun a stiff support attached to 
a limb to prevent a broken bone from moving 
O He had to keep his arm in a splint for several 
weeks, t) shin splints 

splinter /'splints/ noun a tiny thin piece of 
wood or metal which gets under the skin and 
can be irritating and cause infection 
splinter haemorrhage /'splints 
,hem(s)rid 3 / noun a tiny line of haemorrhag¬ 
ing under the nails or in the eyeball 
split /split/ verb to divide something, or be¬ 
come divided (note: splitting - split) 
split personality /split ,p3iss'naelsti/ noun 
same as schizoid personality 
split-skin graft /.split .skin 'graift/ noun a 
type of skin graft in which thin layers of skin 
are grafted over a wound. Also called Thiersch 
graft 

spondyl /'spDndil/ noun same as vertebra 
spondyl- /spondil/ prefix same as spondylo- 
(usedbefore vowels) 

spondylitis /.spondi'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the vertebrae 

spondylo- /spDndilou/ prefix referring to the 
vertebrae 

spondylolisthesis /.spondilou'lisGosis/ 
noun a condition in which one of the lumbar 
vertebrae moves forwards over the one be¬ 
neath 

spondylosis /.spondi'lousis/ noun stiffness 
in the spine and degenerative changes in the 
intervertebral discs, with osteoarthritis. This 
condition is common in older people, 
spondylosyndesis /.spondibusin'diisis/ 
noun same as spinal fusion 
sponge /spAnd 3 / noun a piece of light ab¬ 
sorbent material, either natural or synthetic, 
used in bathing and cleaning 
sponge bath /'spAn 3 ba:0/ noun the act of 
washing someone in bed, using a sponge or 
damp cloth O The nurse gave the elderly lady 
a sponge bath. 

spongiform encephalopathy /.spA^i 
fo:m en.kefo'lopoGi/ noun a brain disease in 
humans and animals in which areas of the 
brain slowly develop holes in their cells and 
begin to look like a sponge 
spongioblastoma /.spAnsioubke'stoumo/ 
noun same as glioblastoma (note: The plural is 
spongioblastomas or spongioblastomata.) 
spongiosum /.spAnsi'ousom/ » corpus 
spongiosum 

spongy /'spAnd 3 i/ adjective soft and full of 
holes like a sponge 


spongy bone /'spAnd 3 i boun/ noun cancel¬ 
lous bone, light bone tissue which forms the 
inner core of a bone and also the ends of long 
bones. See illustration at bone structure in 
Supplement 

spontaneous /spDn'teinios/ adjective hap¬ 
pening without any particular outside cause 

spontaneous abortion /spon.teinios o 
'bo:J(o)n/ noun same as miscarriage 
spontaneous delivery /spon.teinios di 
'hv(o)ri/ noun a delivery of a baby which takes 
places naturally, without any medical or surgi¬ 
cal help 

spontaneous pneumothorax /spon 
.teinios njuimou'Goirseks/ noun a condition 
occurring when an opening is created on the 
surface of the lung allowing air to leak into the 
pleural cavity 

spontaneous version /spDn.teinios 
'v3:J(9)n/ noun a movement of a fetus to take 
up another position in the uterus, caused by the 
contractions of the uterus during childbirth or 
by the movements of the baby itself before 
birth 

spoon /spurn/ noun an instrument with a long 
handle at one end and a small bowl at the other, 
used for taking liquid medicine O a 5 ml spoon 
spoonful /'spuinful/ noun the quantity 
which a spoon can hold O Take two 5 ml 
spoonfuls of the medicine twice a day. 
sporadic /spo'rsedik/ adjective referring to 
outbreaks of disease that occur as separate cas¬ 
es, not in epidemics 

spore /spo:/ noun a reproductive body of par¬ 
ticular bacteria and fungi which can survive in 
extremely hot or cold conditions for a long 
time 

sporicidal /.spo:ri'said(3)l/ adjective killing 
spores 

sporicide /'spoirisaid/ noun a substance 
which kills bacterial spores 
sporotrichosis /.spoiroutrai'kousis/ noun 
a fungus infection of the skin which causes ab¬ 
scesses 

Sporozoa /spoiro'zouo/ noun a type of para¬ 
sitic Protozoa which includes Plasmodium, the 
cause of malaria 

sport /spoit/ noun 1. the playing of competi¬ 
tive physical games 2. a competitive physical 
game 

sports injury /'spoits ,ind39ri/ noun an in¬ 
jury caused by playing a sport, e.g. a sprained 
ankle or tennis elbow 

sports medicine /'spoits ,med(3)sin/ noun 
the study of the treatment of sports injuries 
spot /spDt/ noun a small round mark or pim¬ 
ple O The disease is marked by red spots on the 
chest. □ to break out in spots or to come out 
in spots to have a sudden rash 
spotted fever /.spDtid 'fiivo/ noun same as 
meningococcal meningitis 
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spotty /'spDti/ adjective covered with pimples 
sprain /sprein/ noun a condition in which the 
ligaments in a joint are stretched or tom be¬ 
cause of a sudden movement ■ verb to tear the 
ligaments in a joint with a sudden movement O 
She sprained her wrist when she fell. 
spray /sprei/ noun 1. a mass of tiny drops O 
An aerosol sends out a liquid in a fine spray. 2. 
a special liquid for applying to an infection in 
a mass of tiny drops O throat spray or nasal 
spray ■ verb 1 . to send out a liquid in a mass 
of tiny drops O They sprayed disinfectant eve¬ 
rywhere. 2. to spray an area with liquid O They 
sprayed the room with disinfectant. 
spread /spred/ verb to go out over a large ar¬ 
ea, or to cause something to do this O The in¬ 
fection spread right through the adult popula¬ 
tion. O Sneezing in a crowded bus can spread 
infection, (note: spreading - spread) 
‘...spreading infection may give rise to cellulitis of 
the abdominal wall and abscess formation’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

Sprengel’s deformity /'sprerjgolz di 
.foimiti/, Sprengel’s shoulder /.sprerjgolz 
'Jouldo/ noun a congenitally malformed 
shoulder, in which one scapula is smaller and 
higher than the other [Described 1891. After 
Otto Gerhard Karl Sprengel (1852-1915), Ger¬ 
man surgeon.] 

sprue /spru:/ noun same as psilosis 
spud /spAd/ noun a needle used to get a piece 
of dust or other foreign body out of the eye 
spur /sp3i/ noun a sharp projecting part of a 
bone 

sputum /'spjuitam/ noun mucus which is 
formed in the inflamed nose, throat or lungs 
and is coughed up O She was coughing up 
bloodstained sputum. Also called phlegm 
squama /'skweimo/ noun a thin piece of 
hard tissue, e.g. a thin flake of bone or scale on 
the skin (note: The plural is squamae.) 
squamo- /skweimou/ prefix 1 . relating to the 
squamous part of the temporal bone 2. scaly 
squamous /'skweimos/ adjective thin and 
hard like a scale 

squamous bone /'skweimos boun/ noun a 
part of the temporal bone which forms the side 
of the skull 

squamous cell carcinoma /.skweimos 
sel kaisi'noumo/ noun a common type of can¬ 
cer which usually develops in the outer layer 
of the skin, on the lips, or inside the mouth or 
oesophagus. Abbr SCC 
squamous epithelium /.skweimos epi 
'Biiliom/ noun epithelium with flat cells like 
scales, which forms the lining of the pericar¬ 
dium, the peritoneum and the pleura. Also 
called pavement epithelium 
squint /skwint/ noun a condition in which 
the eyes focus on different points. Also called 
strabismus ■ verb to have one eye or both 
eyes looking towards the nose O Babies often 


appear to squint, but it is corrected as they 
grow older. 

SRN abbr State Registered Nurse 
SSRI abbr selective serotonin re-uptake inhib¬ 
itor 

Stab /stseb/ noun a sudden burst of pain O She 
had a stab of pain above her right eye. ■ verb 
to cut by pushing the point of a knife into the 
flesh O He was stabbed in the chest. (NOTE: 

stabbing - stabbed) 

stabbing pain /'stcebig pern/ noun pain 
which comes in a series of short sharp bursts O 
He had stabbing pains in his chest. 
stabilise /'steibolaiz/, stabilize verb to make 
a condition stable O We have succeeded in sta¬ 
bilising his blood sugar level, (note: stabilis¬ 
ing - stabilised) 

stable /'steib(o)l/ adjective not changing O 
Her condition is stable. 
stable angina /,steib(o)l aen'djaino/ noun 
angina which has not changed for a long time 
stab wound /'stseb wuind/ noun a deep 
wound made by the point of a knife 
staccato speech /sto.kaitou 'spiitJ7 noun 
an unusual way of speaking with short pauses 
between each word 

Stacke’s operation /'stsekiz Dp9,reiJ(o)n/ 
noun a surgical operation to remove the poste¬ 
rior and superior wall of the auditory meatus 
[After Ludwig Stacke (1859-1918), German 
otologist] 

stadium /'steidiom/ noun a particular stage 
of a disease (note: The plural is stadia.) 
stadium invasioni /.steidiom in.veiji 
'ouni/ noun same as incubation period 
staff /staif/ noun people who work in an or¬ 
ganisation such as a hospital, clinic or doctor’s 
surgery O We have 25 full-time medical staff. 
O The hospital is trying to recruit more nurs¬ 
ing staff. O The clinic has a staff of 100. 

Staff midwife /staif 'mid,waif/ noun a mid¬ 
wife who is on the permanent staff of a hospi¬ 
tal 

staff nurse /'staif n3is/ noun a nurse who is 
on the permanent staff of a hospital 
Stage /steid 3 / noun a point in the develop¬ 
ment of a disease at which a decision can be 
taken about the treatment which should be giv¬ 
en or at which distinctive developments take 
place O The disease has reached a critical 
stage. O This is a symptom of the second stage 
of syphilis. 

‘.. .memory changes are associated with early stages 
of the disease; in later stages, the patient is frequent¬ 
ly incontinent, immobile and unable to communi¬ 
cate’ [Nursing Times ] 

stagger /'stasgo/ verb to move unsteadily 
from side to side while walking 
staging /'steid 3 ir)/ noun the process of per¬ 
forming tests to leam the extent of a disease 
within the body, in order to decide the best 
treatment for someone 
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stagnant loop syndrome /.stagnant 
'lu:p .sindraum/ noun a condition which oc¬ 
curs in cases of diverticulosis or of Crohn’s 
disease, with steatorrhoea, abdominal pain and 
megaloblastic anaemia 

stain /stein/ noun a substance used to give 
colour to tissues which are going to be exam¬ 
ined under the microscope ■ verb to treat a 
piece of tissue with a dye to increase contrast 
before it is examined under the microscope 
comment: Some stains are designed to have 
an affinity only with those chemical, cellular or 
bacterial elements in a specimen that are of 
interest to a microbiologist; thus the concen¬ 
tration or uptake of a stain, as well as the over¬ 
all picture, can be diagnostic, 
staining /'steinig/ noun the process of col¬ 
ouring tissue, bacterial samples or other mate¬ 
rials to make it possible to examine them and 
to identify them under the microscope 
stalk /stoik/ noun a piece of tissue which at¬ 
taches a growth to the main tissue 
Stamey procedure /'steimi pro,si:d33/ 
noun a surgical operation to cure stress incon¬ 
tinence in women. A minor abdominal inci¬ 
sion is made as well as a vaginal incision, and 
the neck of the bladder is stitched to the ab¬ 
dominal wall. 

stammer /'stsemo/ noun a speech difficulty 
in which someone repeats parts of a word or 
the whole word several times or stops to try to 
pronounce a word O He has a bad stammer. ■ 
verb to speak with a stammer 
stammerer /'stsemoro/ noun a person who 
stammers 

stammering /'stcemorig/ noun difficulty in 
speaking, in which the person repeats parts of 
a word or the whole word several times or 
stops to try to pronounce a word. Also called 

dysphemia 

stamp out /.stasmp 'aut/ verb to remove 
something completely O International organi¬ 
sations have succeeded in stamping out small¬ 
pox. O The government is trying to stamp out 
waste in the hospital service. 
stand /stsend/ verb 1 . to be in an upright po¬ 
sition with your bodyweight resting on your 
feet, or to put a person in this position 2. to get 
to your feet from a sitting position (note: 
stood) 

standard /'stsendod/ adjective usual, recom¬ 
mended or established O It is standard prac¬ 
tice to take the patient's temperature twice a 
day. ■ noun 1 . something which has been 
agreed upon and is used to measure other 
things by 2. a level of quality achieved by 
someone or something O The standard of care 
in hospitals has increased over the last years. 
O The report criticised the standards of hy¬ 
giene in the clinic. 

standardise /'stcendodaiz/, standardize 

verb to make all things of the same type follow 
the same standard 


Standard Precautions /.steendod pri 
'ko:J(o)nz/ plural noun the most recent set of 
guidelines for health care workers on dealing 
with blood, all body fluids, secretions and ex¬ 
cretions (except sweat), non-intact skin and 
mucous membranes. They are designed to re¬ 
duce the risk of transmission of microorgan¬ 
isms. The Standard Precautions are imple¬ 
mented automatically for everyone, as all pa¬ 
tients are presumed to be potentially 
infectious. 

stand up /.stasnd Ap/ verb 1 . to get up from 
being on a seat O He tried to stand up, but did 
not have the strength. 2. to hold yourself up¬ 
right O She still stands up straight at the age of 
ninety-two. (note: standing up - stood up) 
stapedectomy /.steipi'dektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove the stapes (note: 
The plural is stapedectomies.) 
stapedial mobilisation /sto.piidiol 
,m9ubilai'zeij(9)n/, stapediolysis /sto.piidi 
'dIosis/ noun a surgical operation to relieve 
deafness by detaching the stapes from the fe¬ 
nestra ovalis (note: The plural of stapediolysis 
is stapediolyses.) 

stapes /'steipiiz/ noun one of the three ossi¬ 
cles in the middle ear, shaped like a stirrup. 
See illustration at ear in Supplement 
comment: The stapes fills the fenestra ovalis, 
and is articulated with the incus, which in turn 
articulates with the malleus. 

staph /staef/ abbr Staphylococcus 
staphylectomy /.stcefTlektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove the uvula (note: The 
plural is staphylectomies.) 
staphylococcal /,st£efil9'kDk(9)l/ adjective 
referring to Staphylococci 
staphylococcal poisoning /.stasfilou 
.kDkol 'poiz(9)nig/ noun poisoning by Sta¬ 
phylococci in food 

Staphylococcus /.staefilo'kokos/ noun a 
bacterium which grows in a bunch like a bunch 
of grapes, and causes boils and food poisoning 
(note: The plural is Staphylococci.) 
staphyloma /.stasfTloumo/ noun a swelling 
of the cornea or the white of the eye (note: The 
plural is staphylomas or staphylomata.) 
staphylorrhaphy /.stzefi'birofi/ noun same 
as palatorrhaphy (note: The plural is staphyl¬ 
orrhaphies.) 

Staple /'steip(o)l/ noun a small piece of bent 
metal, used to attach tissues together ■ verb to 
attach tissues with staples 
stapler /'steipb/ noun a device used in sur¬ 
gery to attach tissues with staples, instead of 
suturing 

starch /start// noun the usual form in which 
carbohydrates exist in food, especially in 
bread, rice and potatoes. It is broken down by 
the digestive process into forms of sugar. 
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starchy /'staitji/ adjective referring to food 
which contains a lot of starch O He eats too 
much starchy food. 

Starling’s Law /'stailirjz lox/ noun a law that 
the contraction of the ventricles is in propor¬ 
tion to the length of the ventricular muscle fi¬ 
bres at the end of diastole 
startle reflex /'sta:t(o)l ,ri:fleks/ noun the 
usual response of a young baby to a sudden 
loud noise or a sudden fall through the air, by 
contracting the limb and neck muscles 
starvation /sta:'veiJ(o)n/ noun the fact of 
having had very little or no food 
starvation diet /sta:,veiJ(o)n 'daiot/ noun 
a diet which contains little nourishment, and is 
not enough to keep a person healthy 
starve /staiv/ verb to have little or no food or 
nourishment O The parents let the baby starve 
to death. 

stasis /'steisis/ noun a stoppage or slowing 
in the flow of a liquid, such as blood in veins, 
or food in the intestine 
‘A decreased blood flow in the extremities has been 
associated with venous stasis which may precipitate 
vascular complications’ [British Journal of Nursing] 
-stasis /stems/ suffix referring to stoppage in 
the flow of a liquid 

stat. /stact/ adverb (written on prescriptions) 
immediately. Full form statim 
State /steit/ noun the condition of something 
or of a person O His state of health is getting 
worse. O The disease is in an advanced state. 
State Enrolled Nurse /.steit in.rould 
'n3:s/ noun Abbr SEN. Now called second- 
level nurse 

state of mind /,steit ov 'maind/ noun a gen¬ 
eral feeling O He’s in a very miserable state of 
mind. 

State Registered Nurse/, steit ,red3istod 
'n3is/ noun Abbr SRN. Now called first-level 
nurse 

statin /'stastin/ noun a lipid-lowering drug 
which inhibits an enzyme in cholesterol syn¬ 
thesis, used to treat people with, or at high risk 
of developing, coronary heart disease 
-Statin /staetin/ suffix used in generic names 
of lipid-lowering drugs O pravastatin 
statistics /sto'tistiks/ plural noun official 
figures which show facts O Population statis¬ 
tics show that the birth rate is slowing down. 
status /'steitas/ noun a state or condition 
‘...the main indications being inadequate fluid and 
volume status and need for evaluation of patients 
with a history of severe heart disease’ [Southern 
Medical Journal ] 

‘... the standard pulmonary artery catheters have four 
lumens from which to obtain information about the 
patient’s haemodynamic status’ [RN Magazine) 

status asthmaticus /.steitos ges'mastikos/ 
noun an attack of bronchial asthma which lasts 
for a long time and results in exhaustion and 
collapse 


status epilepticus /.steitos epi'leptikos/ 
noun repeated and prolonged epileptic seizures 
without recovery of consciousness between 
them 

status lymphaticus /.steitos lim'fsetikos/ 
noun a condition in which the glands in the 
lymphatic system are enlarged 
statutory bodies /,st£etjut(9)ri 'bodiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun organisations set up by Acts of Parlia¬ 
ment to carry out specific functions, e.g. the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council, set up to reg¬ 
ulate the nursing and midwifery professions 
Stay /stei/ noun the time which someone 
spends in a place O The patient is only in hos¬ 
pital for a short stay. ■ verb to stop in a place 
for some time O She stayed in hospital for two 
weeks. O He’s ill with flu and has to stay in 
bed. 

STD abbr sexually transmitted disease 
steam inhalation /.stiim inho'leij^n/ 
noun a treatment for respiratory disease in 
which someone breathes in steam with medic¬ 
inal substances in it 

steapsin /sti'sepsin/ noun an enzyme pro¬ 
duced by the pancreas, which breaks down fats 
in the intestine 

stearic acid /sti.aerik 'aesid/ noun one of the 
fatty acids 

steat- /'stiiot/, steato- /'stiiotou/ prefix refer¬ 
ring to fat 

steatoma /.stiio'taumo/ noun a cyst in a 
blocked sebaceous gland. i> sebaceous cyst 
(note: The plural is steatomata.) 
steatopygia /.stiioto'pidsio/ noun excessive 
fat on the buttocks 

steatorrhoea /.stiioto'rio/ noun a condition 
in which fat is passed in the faeces 
Stein-Leventhal syndrome /.stain 
'levontail .sindroum/ noun t polycystic ova¬ 
ry syndrome [Described 1935. After Irving F. 
Stein (b. 1887), US gynaecologist; Michael Leo 
Leventhal (1901-71), US obstetrician and gy¬ 
naecologist.] 

Steinmann’s pin /.stainmasnz 'pin/ noun a 
pin for attaching traction wires to a fractured 
bone [Described 1907. After Fritz Steinmann 
(1872-1932), Swiss surgeon.] 

Stellate /'steleit/ adjective shaped like a star 
stellate fracture /.steleit 'frasktj'o/ noun a 
fracture of the kneecap shaped like a star 
stellate ganglion /.steleit 'gaerjglion/ noun 
a group of nerve cells in the neck, shaped like 
a star 

Stellwag’s sign /'stelvaigz sain/ noun a 
symptom of exophthalmic goitre, where some¬ 
one does not blink often, because the eyeball is 
protruding [After Carl Stellwag von Carion 
(1823-1904), ophthalmologist in Vienna, Aus¬ 
tria] 

Stem /stem/ noun a thin piece of tissue which 
attaches an organ or growth to the main tissue 
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steno- /stenou/ prefix narrow or constricted 
stenose /ste'nous/ verb to make something 
narrow 

stenosed valve /ste.noust 'vcelv/ noun a 
valve which has become narrow or constricted 

stenosing condition /ste.nous kon 
'diJ(o)n/ noun a condition which makes a pas¬ 
sage narrow 

stenosis /ste'nousis/ noun a condition in 
which a passage becomes narrow 
stenostomia /.stenou'stoumio/, stenosto- 
my /ste'nDStomi/ noun the narrowing of an 
opening 

Stensen’s duct /.stensonz 'dAkt/ noun a 
duct which carries saliva from the parotid 
glands [Described 1661. After Niels Stensen 
(1638-86), Danish physician and priest, anato¬ 
mist, physiologist and theologian.] 
stent /stent/ noun a support of artificial mate¬ 
rial often inserted in a tube or vessel which has 
been sutured 

Step /step/ noun a movement of the foot and 
the leg as in walking O He took two steps for¬ 
ward. O The baby is taking her first steps. 
Step up /,step 'Ap/ verb to increase some¬ 
thing ( informal ) O The doctor has stepped up 
the dosage. 

stereo- /st3ikou/ prefix referring to faeces 
stercobilin /.stsiko'bailin/ noun a brown 
pigment which colours the faeces 
stercobilinogen /.stsikobai'linodsen/ 
noun a substance which is broken down from 
bilirubin and produces stercobilin 
stercolith /'st3:koli0/ noun a hard ball of 
dried faeces in the bowel 
stercoraceous /.stsiko'reijos/ adjective 1. 
made of or containing faeces 2. similar to fae¬ 
ces 

stereognosis /.steriDg'nousis/ noun the 
ability to tell the shape of an object in three di¬ 
mensions by means of touch 
stereoscopic vision /.sterioskopik 
'vi 3 (o)n/ noun the ability to judge the distance 
and depth of an object by binocular vision 
stereotactic /.sterbu'tsektik/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to procedures which use coordinates 
put into a computer or scanner in order to lo¬ 
cate and operate upon tumours precisely. Ex¬ 
amples are biopsies, surgery or radiation ther¬ 
apy. 

stereotaxy /.steriou'tgeksi/, stereotaxic 
surgery /.steriou.tasksik 's3:d3ori/ noun a 
surgical procedure to identify a point in the in¬ 
terior of the brain, before an operation can be¬ 
gin, to locate exactly the area to be operated on 
stereotypy /'sterioutaipi/ noun the repeti¬ 
tion of the same action or word again and 
again 

Sterets /'sterots/ a trademark for a type of 
swab used for cleaning the skin before an in¬ 
jection 


Sterile /'sterail/ adjective 1 . with no harmful 
microorganisms present O a sterile environ¬ 
ment 2. not able to produce children 
sterile dressing /,sterail 'dresig/ noun a 
dressing which is sold in a sterile pack, ready 
for use 

sterilisation /.sterilai'zeiJXojn/, steriliza¬ 
tion noun 1 . the action of making instruments 
or areas completely free from microorganisms 
which might cause infection 2. a procedure 
that makes someone unable to have children 
comment: Sterilisation of a woman can be 
done by removing the ovaries or cutting the 
Fallopian tubes. Sterilisation of a man is car¬ 
ried out by cutting the vas deferens (vasecto¬ 
my). 

sterilise /'sterilaiz/, sterilize verb 1 . to make 
something completely free from microorgan¬ 
isms which might cause infection 2. to make 
someone unable to have children 
Steriliser /'sterolaizo/, sterilizer noun a ma¬ 
chine for sterilising surgical instruments by 
steam or boiling water 

sterilising /'sterilaizig/ adjective able to kill 
microorganisms O Wipe the surface with ster¬ 
ilising fluid. 

Sterility /sto'riliti/ noun 1 . the state of being 
free from microorganisms 2. the state of being 
unable to have children 
Steri-Strips /'steri strips/ a trademark for 
thin paper strips which are placed over an inci¬ 
sion in the skin. They help its edges to come 
together and form a scar. 

Sternal /'st3:n(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
breastbone 

sternal angle /,st3in(9)l '£egg(o)l/ noun the 
ridge of bone where the manubrium articulates 
with the body of the sternum 
sternal puncture /,st3:n(o)l 'pAgktJb/ 
noun a surgical operation to remove a sample 
of bone marrow from the breastbone for test¬ 
ing 

Sterno- /st3inou/ prefix relating to the breast¬ 
bone 

sternoclavicular /.stsinoukb'vikjub/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the sternum and the clavicle 
sternoclavicular angle /.stsinouklo 
.vikjuta 'asggol/ noun the angle between the 
sternum and the clavicle 
sternocleidomastoid muscle /,st3:nou 
(klaidou'mzestoid ,mAs(o)l/ noun a muscle in 
the neck, running from the breastbone to the 
mastoid process 

sternocostal /,st3:n9u'kDst(3)l/ adjective 
referring to the sternum and ribs 
sternocostal joint /,st3in9u'kDst(3)l 
d 30 int/ noun a joint where the breastbone 
joins a rib 

Sternohyoid /(Stsinou'haioid/ adjective re¬ 
lating to the sternum and the hyoid bone 
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sternohyoid muscle /,st3:n9u'haioid 
,mAs(3)l/ noun a muscle in the neck which 
runs from the breastbone into the hyoid bone 
sternomastoid /.stsinou'mcestoid/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the breastbone and the mastoid 
sternomastoid tumour /,st3:nou 
.masstoid 'tjuimo/ noun a benign tumour 
which appears in the sternomastoid muscle in 
newborn babies 

sternotomy /st3:'nDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut through the breastbone, so as 
to be able to operate on the heart 
sternum /'st3:nom/ noun same as breast¬ 
bone 

comment: The sternum runs from the neck to 
the bottom of the diaphragm. It is formed of 
the manubrium (the top section), the body of 
the sternum and the xiphoid process. The up¬ 
per seven pairs of ribs are attached to the 
sternum. 

sternutatory /st3i'nju:tot3ri/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes someone sneeze 
steroid /'stioroid/ noun any of several chem¬ 
ical compounds, including the sex hormones, 
which have characteristic ring systems and 
which affect the body and its functions 
comment: The word steroid is usually used to 
refer to corticosteroids. Synthetic steroids are 
used in steroid therapy, to treat arthritis, asth¬ 
ma and some blood disorders. They are also 
used by some athletes to improve their physi¬ 
cal strength, but these are banned by athletic 
organisations and can have serious side-ef¬ 
fects. 

Steroidal /'stioroidol/ adjective containing 
steroids. Opposite non-steroidal 
sterol /'stioml/ noun an insoluble substance 
which belongs to the steroid alcohols, e.g. cho¬ 
lesterol 

Stertor /'st3:to/ noun noisy breathing sounds 
in someone unconscious 
Stertorous /'st3:t(3)ros/ adjective character¬ 
ised by heavy snoring 

Steth- /ste0/, stetho- /'steGo/ prefix referring 
to the chest 

Stethograph /'steGograif/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which records breathing movements of 
the chest 

stethography /ste'Gogrofi/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of recording movements of the chest 
Stethometer /ste'Gomito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which records how far the chest expands 
when a person breathes in 
Stethoscope /'steGoskoup/ noun a surgical 
instrument with two earpieces connected to a 
tube and a metal disc, used by doctors to listen 
to sounds made inside the body, e.g. the 
sounds of the heart or lungs 
Stevens-Johnson syndrome /.stiivonz 
'd 3 Dnson .sindroum/ noun a severe form of 
erythema multiforme affecting the face and 
genitals, caused by an allergic reaction to 
drugs [Described 1922. After Albert Mason Ste¬ 


vens (1884-1945); Frank Chambliss Johnson 
(1894-1934), physicians in New York, USA.] 
Sthenia /'sGiinio/ noun a condition of great 
strength or vitality 

STI abbr sexually transmitted infection 
Stick /stik/ verb to attach something, to fix 
things together, e.g. with glue O In bad cases 
of conjunctivitis the eyelids can stick together. 
sticking plaster /'stikig ,pla:sto/ noun an 
adhesive plaster or tape used to cover a small 
wound or to attach a pad of dressing to the skin 
Sticky /'stiki/ adjective able to become easily 
attached like glue 

Sticky eye /'stiki ai/ noun a condition in ba¬ 
bies in which the eyes remain closed because 
of conjunctivitis 

Stiff /stif/ adjective not able to be bent or 
moved easily O My knee is stiff after playing 
football. 

stiffly /' stifli/ adverb in a stiff way O He is 
walking stiffly because of the pain in his hip. 
Stiff neck /stif 'nek/ noun a condition in 
which moving the neck is painful, usually 
caused by a strained muscle or by sitting in a 
cold wind 

stiffness /'stifnos/ noun the fact of being 
stiff O arthritis accompanied by stiffness in the 
joints 

Stigma /'stigma/ noun a visible symptom 
which shows that someone has a particular dis¬ 
ease (note: The plural is stigmas or stigmata.) 
stilet /stai'let/ noun 1 . a fine wire used as a 
probe in surgery 2. a wire inserted in a catheter 
to give it rigidity 

Stillbirth /'stilb3:0/ noun the birth of a dead 
fetus, more than 28 weeks after conception 
( informal) 

Stillborn /'stilboin/ adjective referring to a 
baby bom dead O Her first child was stillborn. 
Still’s disease /'stilz di.ziiz/ noun arthritis 
affecting children, similar to rheumatoid ar¬ 
thritis in adults [Described 1896. After Sir 
George Frederic Still (1868-1941), British pae¬ 
diatrician and physician to the king.] 

Stimulant /'stimjulant/ noun a substance 
which makes part of the body function faster O 
Caffeine is a stimulant. ■ adjective increasing 
body function 

comment: Natural stimulants include some 
hormones, and drugs such as digitalis which 
encourage a weak heart. Drinks such as tea 
and coffee contain stimulants. 

Stimulate /'stimjuleit/ verb to make a person 
or organ react, respond or function O The ther¬ 
apy should stimulate the patient into attempt¬ 
ing to walk unaided. O The drug stimulates the 
heart. 

Stimulation /,stimjuTeiJ(3)n/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of stimulating something 
Stimulus /'stimjulas/ noun something which 
has an effect on a person or a part of the body 
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and makes them react (note: The plural is stim¬ 
uli.) 

Sting /stir)/ noun the piercing of the skin by an 
insect which passes a toxic substance into the 
bloodstream ■ verb {of an insect) to make a 
hole in the skin and pass a toxic substance into 
the blood O He was stung by a wasp. 
comment: Stings by some insects such as 
tsetse flies can transmit a bacterial infection to 
a person. Other insects such as bees pass 
toxic substances into the bloodstream of the 
affected person, causing irritating swellings. 
Some people are strongly allergic to insect 
stings. 

Stinging /’stirjir)/ adjective referring to a 
sharp unpleasant feeling of pricking or burning 
O a sudden stinging sensation in the back of 
her leg 

Stirrup /'stirop/ noun same as stapes 
stirrup bone /'stirop boun/ noun same as 

stapes 

stitch /stitJV noun 1 . same as suture 2 O He 
had three stitches in his head. O The doctor 
told her to come back in ten days ’ time to have 
the stitches taken out. 2. pain caused by cramp 
in the side of the body after running O He had 
to stop running because he developed a stitch. 
■ verb same as suture O They tried to stitch 
back the finger which had been cut off in an ac¬ 
cident. 

stitch abscess /'stitj .gebses/ noun an ab¬ 
scess which forms at the site of a stitch or su¬ 
ture 

stock culture /,stok 'kAltJo/ noun the basic 
culture of bacteria, from which other cultures 
can be taken 

stocking /'stDkir)/ noun a close-fitting piece 
of clothing to cover the leg 
Stokes-Adams syndrome /.stouks 
'gedomz .sindroum/ noun a loss of conscious¬ 
ness due to the stopping of the action of the 
heart because of asystole or fibrillation [After 
William Stokes (1804-78), Irish physician; Rob¬ 
ert Adams (1791-1875), Irish surgeon] 
stoma /'stoumo/ noun 1 . any opening into a 
cavity in the body 2. the mouth 3. a colostomy 
(informal) (note: [all senses] The plural is sto¬ 
mata.) 

stomach /'stAmok/ noun 1 . the part of the 
body shaped like a bag, into which food passes 
after being swallowed and where the process 
of digestion continues O She complained of 
pains in the stomach or of stomach pains. O He 
has had stomach trouble for some time. See il¬ 
lustration at digestive system in Supplement 
2. the abdomen ( informal) O He had been 
kicked in the stomach, (note: For other terms 
referring to the stomach, see words beginning 
with gastr-, gastro-.) 

comment: The stomach is situated in the top 
of the abdomen, and on the left side of the 
body between the oesophagus and the duo¬ 
denum. Food is partly broken down by hydro¬ 


chloric acid and other gastric juices secreted 
by the walls of the stomach and is mixed and 
squeezed by the action of the muscles of the 
stomach, before being passed on into the du¬ 
odenum. The stomach continues the diges¬ 
tive process started in the mouth, but few sub¬ 
stances, except alcohol and honey, are actu¬ 
ally absorbed into the bloodstream in the 
stomach. 

stomach ache /'stAmok eik/ noun pain in 
the abdomen or stomach, caused by eating too 
much food or by an infection 
stomach cramp /'stAmok kraemp/ noun a 
sharp spasm of the stomach muscles 
stomach hernia noun same as gastrocele 
stomach pump /'stAmok pAmp/ noun an 
instrument for sucking out the contents of the 
stomach, e.g. to extract a poison that has been 
swallowed 

stomach tube /'stAmok tjuib/ noun a tube 
passed into the stomach to wash it out or to 
take samples of the contents 
stomach upset /'stAmok ,Apset/ noun a 
slight infection of the stomach O She is in bed 
with a stomach upset. Also called upset stom¬ 
ach 

stomach washout /,st Amok 'wDjaut /noun 

same as gastric lavage 

stomal /'stoum(o)l/ adjective referring to a 
stoma 

stomal ulcer /,stoum(o)l 'Also/ noun an ul¬ 
cer in the region of the jejunum 
stomat- /stoumot/ prefix same as stomato- 
(used before vowels) 

stomatitis /.stoumo'taitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the inside of the mouth 
stomato- /stoumoto/ prefix referring to the 
mouth 

stomatology /.stoumo'tolodsi/ noun a 
branch of medicine which studies diseases of 
the mouth 

-Stomy /stomi/ suffix meaning an operation to 
make an opening 

stone /stoun/ noun 1 . same as calculus 
( informal) (note: For other terms referring to 
stones, see words beginning with lith-, litho-, or 
ending with -lith.) 2. a measure of weight equal 
to 14 pounds or 6.35 kilograms O He tried to 
lose weight and lost three stone. O She weighs 
eight stone ten (i.e. 8 stone 10 pounds). 
stone-deaf /.stoun 'def/ adjective totally 
deaf 

Stool /stuil/ noun 1 . an act of emptying the 
bowels 2. a piece of solid waste matter which 
is passed out of the bowels O an abnormal 
stool O loose stools O a stool test (note: Often 
used in the plural.) ■ verb to pass apiece of sol¬ 
id matter out of the bowels 
Stoop /stuip/ noun a position where especial¬ 
ly the top of your back is bent forward O He 
walks with a stoop. ■ verb to have a stoop O 
He is seventy-five and stoops. 
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Stop needle /'stop ,ni:d(3)l/ noun a needle 
with a ring round it, so that it can only be 
pushed a specific distance into the body 
Stoppage /'stDpid3/ noun an act of stopping 
the function of an organ 
storage disease /'sto:rid 3 di,zi:z/ noun a 
disease in which unusual amounts of a sub¬ 
stance accumulate in a part of the body 
Stove-in chest /.stouv in 't Jest/ noun an in¬ 
jury resulting from an accident, where several 
ribs are broken and pushed towards the inside 
strabismal /stro'bizm(9)l/ adjective with the 
eyes focusing on different points 
strabismus /stro'bizmos/ noun a condition 
in which the eyes focus on different points. 
Also called squint, heterotropia 
strabotomy /stro'bntomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to divide the muscles of the eye in 
order to correct a squint 
Straight /streit/ adjective with no irregulari¬ 
ties such as bends, curves or angles 
Straighten /'streit(o)n/ verb to make some¬ 
thing straight, or become straight O Her ar¬ 
thritis is so bad that she cannot straighten her 
knees. 

Strain /strein/ noun 1 . a condition in which a 
muscle has been stretched or tom by a strong 
or sudden movement 2. a group of microorgan¬ 
isms which are different from others of the 
same type O a new strain of influenza virus 3. 
nervous tension and stress O Her work is caus¬ 
ing her a lot of strain. O He is suffering from 
nervous strain and needs to relax. ■ verb to 
stretch a muscle too far O He strained his back 
lifting the table. O She had to leave the game 
with a strained calf muscle. O The effort of 
running upstairs strained his heart. 

Strand /straend/ noun a thread 
Strangle /'straggol/ verb to kill someone by 
squeezing the throat so that he or she cannot 
breathe or swallow 

Strangulated /'straggjuleitid/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to part of the body which is caught in 
an opening in such a way that the circulation of 
blood is stopped 

strangulated hernia /.strarjgjuleitid 
'hsinio/ noun a condition in which part of the 
intestine is squeezed in a hernia and the supply 
of blood to it is cut off 

strangulation /.strasggju'leiJXojn/ noun the 
act of squeezing a passage in the body 
Strangury /'straggjuri/ noun a condition in 
which very little urine is passed, although the 
person wants to urinate, caused by a bladder 
disorder or by a stone in the urethra 
Strap /strap/ verb □ to strap (up) to wrap a 
bandage round a limb tightly, to attach tightly 
O The nurses strapped up his stomach wound. 
O The patient was strapped to the stretcher. 


Strapping /'strapig/ noun wide strong band¬ 
ages or adhesive plaster used to bandage a 
large part of the body 

Strategic Health Authority /stro,ti:d 3 ik 
'hel0 oi,0Driti/ noun in the UK, an organisa¬ 
tion, accountable to government, that assesses 
the health needs of local people and ensures 
that local health services are commissioned 
and provided to meet those needs. Abbr StHA 
Stratified /'stratifaid/ adjective made of sev¬ 
eral layers 

stratified epithelium /.stratifaid epi 
'0i:liom/ noun epithelium formed of several 
layers of cells 

stratum /'straitom/ noun a layer of tissue 
forming the epidermis (note: The plural is stra¬ 
ta.) 

comment: The main layers of the epidermis 
are: the stratum germinativum or stratum 
basale: this layer produces the cells that are 
pushed up to form the other layers; the stra¬ 
tum granulosum, a layer with granular cells 
under the stratum lucidum, a thin clear layer 
of dead and dying cells, and the surface layer, 
or stratum corneum, a layer of dead kerat- 
inised cells which progressively fall off. 

strawberry mark /'stro:b(o)ri ma:k/ noun a 
red birthmark in children, which will often dis¬ 
appear in later life 

streak /striik/ noun a long thin line of a dif¬ 
ferent colour 

strength /strer)0/ noun the fact of being 
strong O After her illness she had no strength 
in her limbs. 

Strengthen /'strer)0(9)n/ verb to make some¬ 
thing strong 

Strenuous /'strenjuos/ adjective referring to 
exercise which involves using a lot of force O 
Avoid doing any strenuous exercise for some 
time while the wound heals. 
strep throat /.strep '0rout/ noun an infec¬ 
tion of the throat by a streptococcus ( informal) 
Strepto- /strepto/ prefix referring to organ¬ 
isms which grow in chains 
streptobacillus /.streptobo'silos/ noun a 
type of bacterium which forms a chain 
streptococcal /,strept9'kDk(3)l/ adjective 
caused by a streptococcus 
Streptococcus /.strepto'kDkos/ noun a ge¬ 
nus of bacteria which grows in long chains, 
and causes fevers such as scarlet fever, tonsil¬ 
litis and rheumatic fever (note: The plural is 
streptococci.) 

streptodornase /.strepto'doineis/ noun an 
enzyme formed by streptococci which can 
make pus liquid 

streptokinase /.strepto'kaineiz/ noun an 
enzyme formed by streptococci which can 
break down blood clots and is therefore used in 
the treatment of myocardial infarction 
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streptolysin /strep'tDlosin/ noun a toxin 
produced by streptococci in rheumatic fever, 
which acts to destroy red blood cells 
Streptomyces /.strepto'maisiiz/ noun a ge¬ 
nus of bacteria used to produce antibiotics 
streptomycin /.strepto'maisin/ noun an an¬ 
tibacterial drug used mainly for the treatment 
of tuberculosis 

stress /stres/ noun 1 . physical pressure on an 
object or part of the body 2. a factor or combi¬ 
nation of factors in a person’s life which make 
him or her feel tired and anxious 3. a condition 
in which an outside influence such as over¬ 
work or a mental or emotional state such as 
anxiety changes the working of the body and 
can affect the hormone balance 
stress disorder /'stres dis.oido/ noun a dis¬ 
order caused by stress 

stress fracture /'stres .fraektjo/ noun a 
fracture of a bone caused by excessive force, 
as in some types of sport. Also called fatigue 
fracture 

stress incontinence /'stres m.kontinons/ 
noun a condition in women in which the mus¬ 
cles in the floor of the pelvis become incapable 
of retaining urine when the intra-abdominal 
pressure is raised by coughing or laughing 
stress reaction /'stres ri.sekjon/ noun a re¬ 
sponse to an outside stimulus which disturbs 
the usual physiological balance of the body 
stress-related illness /.stres ri.leitid 
'linos/ noun an illness which is due in part or 
completely to stress 

stretch /stret J7 verb to pull something out, or 
make something longer 
stretcher /'stretJo/ noun a folding bed, with 
handles, on which an injured person can be 
carried by two people O She was carried out of 
the restaurant on a stretcher. O Some of the ac¬ 
cident victims could walk to the ambulances, 
but there were several stretcher cases. 
stretcher bearer /'stretjo .beoro/ noun a 
person who helps to carry a stretcher 
stretcher case /'stretjo keis/ noun a person 
who is so ill that he or she has to be carried on 
a stretcher 

stretcher party /'stretjo ,pa:ti/ noun a 
group of people who carry a stretcher and look 
after the person on it 

stretch mark /'stretJ maik/ noun a mark on 
the skin of the abdomen of a pregnant woman 
or of a woman who has recently given birth. i> 

striae gravidarum 

stretch reflex /'stret J .riifleks/ noun a re¬ 
flex reaction of a muscle which contracts after 
being stretched 

stria /'straio/ noun a pale line on skin which 
is stretched, as in obese people (note: The plu¬ 
ral is striae.) 

striae gravidarum /.straii: .grsevi 
'deorom/ plural noun the lines on the skin of 


the abdomen of a pregnant woman or of a 
woman who has recently given birth 
Striated /strai'eitid/ adjective marked with 
pale lines 

striated muscle /strai'eitid ,mAs(9)l/ noun 
a type of muscle found in skeletal muscles 
whose movements are controlled by the cen¬ 
tral nervous system. Also called striped mus¬ 
cle 

Strict /strikt/ adjective severe, which must not 
be changed O She has to follow a strict diet. O 
The doctor was strict with the patients who 
wanted to drink alcohol in the hospital. 
Stricture /'striktjo/ noun the narrowing of a 
passage in the body 

stricturoplasty /'striktjorou.pkesti/ noun 
a surgical operation in which a part of the in¬ 
testine is widened 

stridor /'straido:/, stridulus /'straidjulos/ 
noun a sharp high sound made when air passes 
an obstruction in the larynx. [> laryngismus 
Strike-through /'straik 0ru:/ noun blood ab¬ 
sorbed right through a dressing so as to be vis¬ 
ible on the outside 

‘If strike-through occurs, the wound dressing should 
be repadded, not removed’ [British Journal of Nurs¬ 
ing] 

string sign /'strip sain/ noun a thin line 
which appears on the ileum, a sign of regional 
ileitis or Crohn’s disease 
Strip /strip/ noun a long thin piece of material 
or tissue O The nurse bandaged the wound 
with strips of gauze. O He grafted a strip of 
skin over the burn. ■ verb to take off some¬ 
thing, especially clothes O The patients had to 
strip for the medical examination. □ to strip to 
the waist to take off the clothes on the top part 
of the body 

striped muscle /'straipt ,mAs(o)l/ noun 
same as striated muscle 

Stripper /'strips/ noun an instrument in the 
form of a flexible wire with an olive-shaped 
end used for stripping varicose veins 
Stripping /'stripig/ noun a surgical operation 
to remove varicose veins 
Stroke /strsuk/ noun same as cerebrovascu¬ 
lar accident O He had a stroke and died. O She 
was paralysed after a stroke. ■ verb to touch 
something or someone softly with the fingers 
‘.. .stroke is the third most frequent cause of death in 
developed countries after ischaemic heart disease 
and cancer’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine] 

‘.. .raised blood pressure may account for as many as 
70% of all strokes. The risk of stroke rises with both 
systolic and diastolic blood pressure’ [British 
Journal of Hospital Medicine] 
comment: There are two causes of stroke: 
cerebral haemorrhage (haemorrhagic stroke), 
when an artery bursts and blood leaks into the 
brain, and cerebral thrombosis (occlusive 
stroke), where a blood clot blocks an artery, 
stroke patient /'strouk .peiJ(o)nt/ noun a 
person who has had a stroke 
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stroke volume /'strouk ,vDlju:m/ noun the 
amount of blood pumped out of the ventricle at 
each heartbeat 

Stroma /'stroumo/ noun tissue which sup¬ 
ports an organ, as opposed to the parenchyma 
or functioning tissues in the organ 
Strongyloides /,strDnd 3 i'bidi:z/ noun a 
parasitic worm which infests the intestines 
strongyloidiasis /,strDnd3ibi'dai3sis/ 
noun the fact of being infested with Strongy¬ 
loides which enters the skin and then travels to 
the lungs and the intestines 
Strontium /'strontiom/ noun a metallic ele¬ 
ment (note: The chemical symbol is Sr.) 
Strontium-90 /.strontiom 'nainti/ noun an 
isotope of strontium which is formed in nucle¬ 
ar reactions and, because it is part of the fallout 
of nuclear explosions, can enter the food 
chain, attacking in particular the bones of hu¬ 
mans and animals 

Structure /'strAktJo/ noun the way in which 
an organ or muscle is formed 
Struma /'struimo/ noun a goitre 
Strychnine /'strikniin/ noun a poisonous al¬ 
kaloid drug, made from the seeds of a tropical 
tree, and formerly used in small doses as a ton¬ 
ic 

Stryker frame /'straiko freim/ noun a spe¬ 
cial piece of equipment on which a patient can 
easily be rotated by a nurse, used for patients 
with spinal injuries 

ST segment /,es 'ti: ,segmont/, S-T seg¬ 
ment noun the part of an electrocardiogram, 
between the points labelled S and T, immedi¬ 
ately before the last phase of the cardiac cycle. 

i> PQRST complex 

Student /'stju:d(o)nt/ noun a person who is 
studying at a college or university O All the 
medical students have to spend some time in 
the hospital. 

student nurse /'stju:d(o)nt n3is/ noun a 
person who is studying to become a nurse 
Study /'stAdi/ noun the act of examining 
something to learn about it O She’s making a 
study of diseases of small children. O They 
have finished their study of the effects of the 
drug on pregnant women. ■ verb to examine 
something to learn about it O He’s studying 
pharmacy. O Doctors are studying the results 
of the screening programme. 
stuffy /'stAfi/, stuffed up /.stAft 'Ap/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a nose which is blocked with 
inflamed mucous membrane and mucus 
( informal ) 

Stump /stAmp/ noun a short piece of a limb 
which is left after the rest has been amputated 
Stun /stAn/ verb to knock someone out by a 
blow to the head 

Stunt /st Ant/ verb to stop something growing 
O The children’s development was stunted by 
disease. 


Stupe /stju:p/ noun a wet medicated dressing 
used as a compress 

Stupor /'stjuipo/ noun a state of being semi¬ 
conscious O After the party several people 
were found lying on the floor in a stupor. 
Sturge-Weber syndrome /,st3id3 'webo 
.sindroum/ noun a dark red mark on the skin 
above the eye, together with similar marks in¬ 
side the brain, possibly causing epileptic fits 
Stutter /'st Ato/ noun a speech problem where 
someone repeats the sound at the beginning of 
a word several times O He is taking therapy to 
try to cure his stutter. ■ verb to speak with a 
stutter 

stuttering /'stAtorir)/ noun same as stam¬ 
mering 

stye /stai/ noun same as hordeolum 
Stylet /'stailot/ noun 1. a very thin piece of 
wire which is put into a catheter or hollow nee¬ 
dle so that it will not become blocked when it 
is not being used 2. any long thin pointed in¬ 
strument 

Stylo- /stailou/ prefix referring to the styloid 
process 

styloglossus /,stailou'gk)sos/ noun a mus¬ 
cle which links the tongue to the styloid proc¬ 
ess 

Styloid /'stailoid/ adjective pointed 
styloid process /'stailoid .prouses/ noun a 
piece of bone which projects from the bottom 
of the temporal bone 

Stylus /'stailos/ noun a long thin instrument 
used for applying antiseptics or ointments to 
the skin 

Styptic /'stiptik/ noun a substance which 
stops bleeding ■ adjective used to stop bleed¬ 
ing 

styptic pencil /.stiptik 'pens(o)l/ noun a 
stick of alum, used to stop bleeding from small 
cuts 

sub- /SAb/ prefix underneath or below 
subabdominal /.SAbob'dominCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive beneath the abdomen 
subacute /,SAbo'kju:t/ adjective referring to 
a condition which is not acute but may become 
chronic 

subacute bacterial endocarditis / 

,SAbokju:t baek.tioriol ,endouka:'daitis/, 
subacute infective endocarditis /,SAbokju:t 
in.fektiv ,endouka:'daitis/ noun an infec¬ 
tion of the membrane covering the inner sur¬ 
faces of the heart caused by bacteria 
subacute combined degeneration of 
the spinal cord /.sAbokjuit kom.baind di 
,d 3 enoreiJ(o)n ov do 'spain(o)l ko:d/ noun a 
condition, caused by Vitamin B 12 deficiency, 
in which the sensory and motor nerves in the 
spinal cord become damaged and the person 
has difficulty in moving 
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis 
/sAbo,kju:t sklo.rousig ,paenenkefo'laitis/ 
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noun a rare inflammatory disease of the brain, 
mostly affecting children. It is linked to having 
measles at a very young age, and is usually fa¬ 
tal. 

subarachnoid /.SAbo'rseknoid/ adjective 
beneath the arachnoid membrane 
subarachnoid haemorrhage /.sAbo 
.raeknoid 'hem(9)rid3/ noun bleeding into the 
cerebrospinal fluid of the subarachnoid space 
subarachnoid space /.sAbo.raeknoid 
'speis/ noun a space between the arachnoid 
membrane and the pia mater in the brain, con¬ 
taining cerebrospinal fluid 
subaxillary /.SAbzek'silori/ adjective be¬ 
neath the armpit 

subcartilaginous /.SAbkcnti'latinos/ ad¬ 
jective 1. beneath cartilage or a body part com¬ 
posed of cartilage 2. made partly of cartilage 
subclavian /sAb'kleivion/ adjective under¬ 
neath the clavicle 

subclavian artery /sAb,kleivion 'aitori/ 
noun one of two arteries branching from the 
aorta on the left and from the innominate ar¬ 
tery on the right, continuing into the brachial 
arteries and supplying blood to each arm 
subclavian vein /sAb,kleivion 'vein/ noun 
one of the veins which continue the axillary 
veins into the brachiocephalic vein 
subclinical /sAb'klinik(o)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to a disease which is present in the body, 
but which has not yet developed any symp¬ 
toms 

subconscious /SAb'konJos/ noun the part 
of a person’s mental processes which he or she 
is not aware of most of the time, but which can 
affect his or her actions ■ adjective present in 
the mind although a person is not aware of it 
subcortex /SAb'koiteks/ noun the parts of 
the brain immediately beneath the cerebral 
cortex 

subcortical /SAb'ko:tik(3)l/ adjective be¬ 
neath a cortex 

subcostal /SAb'kDSt(o)l/ adjective below the 
ribs 

subcostal plane /sAb,kDst(o)l 'plein/ noun 
an imaginary horizontal line drawn across the 
front of the abdomen below the ribs 
subcranial /sAb'kreiniol/ adjective beneath 
the dome of the skull 

subculture /'sAbkAltJo/ noun a culture of 
bacteria which is taken from a stock culture 
subculturing /sAb'kAltJarir)/ noun the act 
of taking a culture of bacteria from a stock cul¬ 
ture 

subcutaneous /.sAbkjui'teinias/ adjective 
under the skin. Abbr s.c. 
subcutaneous injection /.sAbkjui.teinias 
in'd 3 ekjan/ noun same as hypodermic injec¬ 
tion 


submandibular gland 

subcutaneous oedema /.sAbkjui.teinias 
I'diima/ noun a fluid collecting under the skin, 
usually at the ankles 

subcutaneous tissue /.sAbkjui.teinias 
'tiju:/ noun fatty tissue under the skin 
subdural /SAb'djuaral/ adjective between 
the dura mater and the arachnoid 
subdural haematoma /sAb.djuorol hiimo 
'toumo/ noun a haematoma between the dura 
mater and the arachnoid which displaces the 
brain, caused by a blow on the head 
subglottis /SAb'glotis/ noun the lowest part 
of the laryngeal cavity, below the vocal folds 
subinvolution /.sAbinvo'luiJ^n/ noun a 
condition in which a part of the body does not 
go back to its former size and shape after hav¬ 
ing swollen or stretched, as in the case of the 
uterus after childbirth 

subject /'sAbd 3 ikt/ noun 1. a patient, a per¬ 
son who has a particular disease O The hospi¬ 
tal has developed a new treatment for arthritic 
subjects. 2. something which is being studied 
or written about O The subject of the article is 
‘Rh-negative babies \ 

subjective /sob'd3ektiv/ adjective repre¬ 
senting the views or feelings of the person con¬ 
cerned and not impartial O The psychiatrist 
gave a subjective opinion on the patient's 
problem. Compare objective 
subject to /'sAbd 3 ekt tu/ adverb likely to 
experience O The patient is subject to fits. O 
After returning from the tropics she was sub¬ 
ject to attacks of malaria. 
sublimate /'sAblimeit/ noun a deposit left 
when a vapour condenses ■ verb to convert vi¬ 
olent emotion into action which is not antiso¬ 
cial 

sublimation ^SAbli'meiJ^n/ noun a psy¬ 
chological process in which violent emotions 
which would otherwise be expressed in antiso¬ 
cial behaviour are directed into actions which 
are socially acceptable 

subliminal /sAb'limin(9)l/ adjective too 
slight to be noticed by the senses 
sublingual /sAb'liggwol/ adjective under the 
tongue 

‘.. .the sublingual region has a rich blood supply de¬ 
rived from the carotid artery and indicates changes in 
central body temperature more rapidly than the rec¬ 
tum’ [Nursing Times] 

sublingual gland /sAb'lirjgwol glaend/ 
noun a salivary gland under the tongue 
subluxation /.SAblAk'seiJ^n/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which a joint is partially dislocated 
submandibular /.sAbmaen'dibjulo/ adjec¬ 
tive under the lower jaw 
submandibular ganglion /sAbmasn.dibjub 
'ganglion/ noun a ganglion associated with 
the lingual nerve, relaying impulses to the sub¬ 
mandibular and sublingual salivary glands 
submandibular gland /.sAbmasn'dibjulo 
.glaend/, submaxillary gland /SAb'maeksilori 
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,glaend/ noun a salivary gland on each side of 
the lower jaw 

submental /sAb'ment(o)l/ adjective under 
the chin 

submucosa /.SAbmjui'kouso/ noun tissue 
under a mucous membrane 
submucous /SAb'mjuikos/ adjective under a 
mucous membrane 

submucous resection /sAb.mjuikos ri 
'sekjon/ noun the removal of a bent cartilage 
from the septum in the nose. Abbr SMR 
subnormal /sAb'no:m(o)l/ adjective with a 
mind which has not developed fully (note: 
This term is regarded as offensive.) 
subnormality /.SAbnoi'mseliti/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which someone’s mind has not devel¬ 
oped fully (note: This term is regarded as of¬ 
fensive.) 

suboccipital ^SAbDk'sipitCojl/ adjective be¬ 
neath the back of the head 
suborbital /SAb'o:bit(o)l/ adjective beneath 
the eye socket 

subperiosteal /.SAbperi'Dstiol/ adjective 
immediately beneath the connective tissue 
around bones 

subphrenic /SAb'frenik/ adjective under the 
diaphragm 

subphrenic abscess /sAb.fremk 'asbses/ 
noun an abscess which forms between the dia¬ 
phragm and the liver 

subside /sob'said/ verb to go down or be¬ 
come less violent O After being given the anti¬ 
biotics, her fever subsided. 
substance /'sAbstons/ noun a chemical ma¬ 
terial, e.g. a drug O toxic substances released 
into the bloodstream O He became addicted to 
certain substances. 

substance abuse /'sAbstons 9,bju:s/, sub¬ 
stance misuse /'sAbstons mis.juiz/ noun the 
misuse or excessive use of drugs, alcohol or 
other substances for pleasure or to satisfy ad¬ 
diction, which often causes health, emotional 
or social problems for the user 
substance P /.SAbstons 'pi:/ noun a neuro¬ 
transmitter involved in pain pathways 
substitution /,SAbsti't ju:J(o)n/ noun the act 
of replacing one thing with another 
substitution therapy /,sAbstitju:J(9)n 
,0eropi/ noun a way of treating a condition by 
using a different drug from the one used before 
substrate /'sAbstreit/ noun a substance 
which is acted on by an enzyme 
‘.. .insulin is a protein hormone and the body’s major 
anabolic hormone, regulating the metabolism of all 
body fuels and substrates’ [Nursing 87] 
subsultus /SAb'sAltos/ noun a twitching of 
the muscles and tendons, caused by fever 
subtertian fever /sAb,t3:J(o)n 'fi:vo/ noun 
a type of malaria, where the fever is present 
most of the time 


subthreshold /'sAbGreJhould/ adjective de¬ 
scribing a stimulus that is not strong enough to 
have an effect 

subtotal /SAb'tout(o)l/ adjective referring to 
an operation to remove most of an organ 
subtotal gastrectomy /,sAbtout(o)l gae 
'strektomi/ noun the surgical removal of all 
but the top part of the stomach in contact with 
the diaphragm 

subtotal hysterectomy /,sAbtout(3)l 

.histo'rektomi/ noun the surgical removal of 

the uterus, but not the cervix 

subtotal pancreatectomy /,sAbt9ut(o)l 

,paer)kri9'tekt9mi/ noun the surgical removal 

of most of the pancreas 

subtotal thyroidectomy /,sAbtout(o)l 

,0airoTdekt9mi/ noun the surgical removal of 

most of the thyroid gland 

subungual /sAb'Aggwol/ adjective under a 

nail 

succeed /sok'siid/ verb to do well at what 
one was trying to do O Scientists have suc¬ 
ceeded in identifying the new influenza virus. 
O They succeeded in stopping the flow of 
blood. 

success /sok'ses/ noun 1. the fact of doing 
something well, doing what one was trying to 
do O They tried to isolate the virus but without 
success. 2. something which goes well O The 
operation was a complete success. 
successful /sok'sesf(3)l/ adjective working 
well O The operation was completely success- 
fui. 

succession /sok'seJXojn/ noun a line of 
happenings, one after the other O She had a 
succession of miscarriages. 
successive /sok'sesiv/ adjective following 
one after the other O She had a miscarriage 
with each successive pregnancy. 

SUCCUS /'sAkos/ noun juice secreted by an or¬ 
gan 

succus entericus /,sAkos en'terikos/ noun 
juice formed of enzymes, produced in the in¬ 
testine to help the digestive process 
succussion /so'kAjXojn/ noun a splashing 
sound made when there is a large amount of 
liquid inside a cavity in the body, e.g. the stom¬ 
ach 

suck /sAk/ verb to pull liquid or air into the 
mouth or into a tube 

sucrase /'suikreiz/ noun an enzyme in the 
intestine which breaks down sucrose into glu¬ 
cose and fructose 

sucrose /'suikrous/ noun a sugar, formed of 
glucose and fructose, found in plants, especial¬ 
ly in sugar cane, beet and maple syrup 
suction /'sAkJon/ noun a force created by the 
action of sucking O The dentist hooked a suc¬ 
tion tube into the patient’s mouth. 



401 


sudamen /su'deimon/ noun a little blister 
caused by sweat (note: The plural is sudami- 
na.) 

sudden /'sAd(o)n/ adjective happening 
quickly 

sudden death /,sAd(o)n 'deO/ noun death 
without any identifiable cause, not preceded 
by an illness 

sudden infant death syndrome /,sAd(o)n 
, infont 'de0 .sindraum/ noun the sudden 
death of a baby under the age of about twelve 
months in bed, without any identifiable cause. 
Abbr SIDS. Also called cot death 
Sudeck’s atrophy /'suideks .aetrafi/ noun 
osteoporosis in the hand or foot [Described 
1900. After Paul Hermann Martin Sudeck 
(1866-1938), German surgeon.] 
sudor /'suida:/ noun sweat 
sudoriferous /.suida'riferas/ adjective pro¬ 
ducing sweat 

sudorific /,suida'rifik/ noun a drug which 
makes someone sweat 

suffer /'sAf a/ verb 1. to have an illness for a 
long period of time O I suffer from headaches. 
2. to feel pain O 7 didn’t suffer much. 3. to re¬ 
ceive an injury O He suffered multiple injuries 
in the accident. 

sufferer /'sAfara/ noun a person who has a 
particular disease O a drug to help asthma suf¬ 
ferers or sufferers from asthma 
suffering /'sAf(a)rig/ noun the experiencing 
of pain over a long period of time 
suffocate /'sAfakeit/ verb to make someone 
stop breathing by cutting off the supply of air 
to his or her nose and mouth 
suffocation /.SAfa'keiJXajn/ noun the act of 
making someone become unconscious by cut¬ 
ting off his or her supply of air 
suffuse /sa'fjuiz/ verb to spread over or 
through something 

suffusion /sa'fju: 3 (a)n/ noun the spreading 
of a red flush over the skin 
sugar /'Juga/ noun any of several sweet car¬ 
bohydrates (note: For other terms referring to 
sugar, see words beginning with glyc-, glyco-.) 
comment: There are several natural forms of 
sugar: sucrose (in plants), lactose (in milk), 
fructose (in fruit), glucose and dextrose (in 
fruit and in body tissue). Edible sugar used in 
the home is a form of refined sucrose. All sug¬ 
ars are useful sources of energy, though ex¬ 
cessive amounts of sugar can increase weight 
and cause tooth decay. Diabetes mellitus is a 
condition in which the body is incapable of ab¬ 
sorbing sugar from food. 

sugar intolerance /'Jugor in.tDlorons/ 
noun diarrhoea caused by sugar which has not 
been absorbed 

suggest /sorest/ verb to mention an idea O 
The doctor suggested that she should stop 
smoking. 

suggested daily intake /so,d 3 estid .deili 
'inteik/ noun the amount of a substance which 


sumatriptan 

it is recommended a person should take in each 
day 

suggestibility /S3,d3esti'biliti/ noun a 
mental state in which somebody just accepts 
other people’s ideas, attitudes or instructions, 
without questioning them. It is usually in¬ 
creased under hypnosis, 
suggestible /s9'd3estib(o)l/ adjective easily 
influenced by other people 
suggestion /sorestJon/ noun 1. an idea 
which has been mentioned O The doctor didn’t 
agree with the suggestion that the disease had 
been caught in the hospital. 2. (in psychiatry) 
the process of making a person’s ideas change, 
by suggesting different ideas which the person 
can accept, such as that he or she is in fact 
cured 

suicidal /.suii'saidCojl/ adjective referring to 
someone who wants to kill himself O He has 
suicidal tendencies. 

suicide /'sunsaid/ noun the act of killing 
oneself □ to commit suicide to kill yourself O 
After his wife died he committed suicide. 
sulcus /'sAlkos/ noun a groove or fold, espe¬ 
cially between the gyri in the brain □ lateral 
sulcus and central sulcus two grooves which 
divide a cerebral hemisphere into lobes 
sulfa drug /'sAlfo drAg/, sulfa compound / 
'sAlfo .kmnpaund/ noun same as sulfona¬ 
mide 

sulfasalazine /.sAlfo'sseloziin/ noun a drug 
belonging to the sulfonamide group of anti¬ 
bacterial drugs. It is used in the treatment of ul¬ 
cerative colitis and Crohn’s disease, and also 
of severe rheumatoid arthritis, 
sulfate /'sAlfeit/ noun same as sulphate 
sulfonamide /SATfonomaid/ noun a bacteri¬ 
ostatic drug, e.g. trimethoprim, used to treat 
bacterial infection, especially in the intestine 
and urinary system, but now less important 
due to increasing bacterial resistance 
sulfonylurea /.SAlfonailju'riio/ noun any of 
a group of drugs which lower blood sugar, 
used in the treatment of diabetes 
sulfur /'sAlfo/ noun another spelling of sul¬ 
phur 

sulphate /'SAlfeit/ noun a salt of sulphuric 
acid 

sulphur /'sAlfo/ noun a yellow non-metallic 
chemical element which is contained in some 
amino acids and is used in creams to treat 
some skin disorders (note: The chemical sym¬ 
bol is S. Note also that words beginning sulph- 
are spelt sulf- in US English.) 
sulphuric acid /sAl.fjuorik 'assid/ noun a 
strong colourless oily corrosive acid which has 
many uses 

sumatriptan ^suimo'triptasn/ noun a drug 
which helps to narrow the blood vessels, used 
in the treatment of acute migraine 
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sun /saii/ noun the very hot and large star 
around which the earth travels and which gives 
light and heat 

sunbathing /’sAnbeidir)/ noun the practice 

of lying in the sun to absorb sunlight 

sun blindness /'sAn .blaindnos/ noun same 

as photoretinitis 

sunburn /'sAnb3in/ noun damage to the skin 
by excessive exposure to sunlight 
sunburnt /'sAnb3:nt/ adjective referring to 
skin made brown or red by exposure to sun¬ 
light 

sunlight /'sAnlait/ noun the light from the 
sun O He is allergic to strong sunlight. 
comment: Sunlight is essential to give the 
body Vitamin D, but excessive exposure to 
sunlight will not simply turn the skin brown, but 
also may burn the surface of the skin so badly 
that it dies and pus forms beneath. Constant 
exposure to the sun can cause cancer of the 
skin. 

sunscreen /'sAnskriin/ noun a cream for 
rubbing into the skin that acts as a block 
against the harmful rays of the sun, used to re¬ 
duce the risk of sunburn 
sunstroke /'sAnstrouk/ noun a serious con¬ 
dition caused by excessive exposure to the sun 
or to hot conditions, in which the person be¬ 
comes dizzy and has a high body temperature 
but does not perspire 

super- /suipo/ prefix 1. above 2. extremely 
superciliary /.suipo'siliori/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the eyebrows 

superego /.suipor'iigou/ noun {in psycholo¬ 
gy) the part of the mind which is a person’s 
conscience, which is concerned with right and 
wrong 

superfecundation /.suipofiikon'deiJXojn/ 
noun a condition in which two or more ova 
produced at the same time are fertilised by dif¬ 
ferent males 

superfetation /.suipofii'teiJXojn/ noun a 
condition in which an ovum is fertilised in a 
woman who is already pregnant 
superficial /.suipo'fiJXojl/ adjective on the 
surface, close to the surface or on the skin □ 
superficial burn burn on the skin surface 
superficial fascia /.suipofiJXojl 1 feifa/ plu¬ 
ral noun membranous layers of connective tis¬ 
sue found just under the skin 
superficial thickness burn ^suipofiJXojl 
'Biknos b3in/ noun same as partial thickness 
burn 

superficial vein /.suipofiJXojl 'vein/ noun a 
vein which is near the surface of the skin 
superinfection /'suiporinifekjon/ noun a 
second infection which affects the treatment of 
the first infection, because it is resistant to the 
drug used to treat the first 
superior /su'piorio/ adjective {of part of the 
body) higher up than another part 


superior aspect /su.piorio 'zespekt/ noun a 
view of the body from above 
superior ganglion /su.piorio 'gasgglion/ 
noun a small collection of cells in the jugular 
foramen 

superiority /su.piori'oriti/ noun the fact of 
being better than something or someone else 
superiority complex /su.piori'Driti ,knml 
pleks/ noun a condition in which a person 
feels he or she is better and more important 
than others and pays little attention to them 
superior mesenteric artery /su.piorio 
mes(e)n,terik 'aitori/ noun one of the arteries 
which supply the small intestine 
superior vena cava /su.piorio ,vi:no 
'keivo/ noun a branch of the large vein into the 
heart, carrying blood from the head and the top 
part of the body. See illustration at heart in 
Supplement 

supernumerary /.suipo'njuimorori/ adjec¬ 
tive extra, more than the usual number 
‘...allocation of supernumerary students to clinical 
areas is for their educational needs and not for serv¬ 
ice requirements’ [Nursing Times ] 

superovulation /.suipor.Dvju'leiJXojn/ 
noun an increased frequency of ovulation, or 
production of a large number of ova at one 
time. It is often caused by giving a woman 
with infertility problems gonadotrophin hor¬ 
mones to stimulate ovulation, 
su perv i se /' su: povaiz/ verb to manage or or¬ 
ganise something O The administration of 
drugs has to be supervised by a qualified per¬ 
son. O She has been appointed to supervise the 
transfer of patients to the new ward. 
supervision /^uipo'visCojn/ noun manage¬ 
ment or organisation O Elderly patients need 
constant supervision. O The sheltered housing 
is under the supervision of a full-time nurse. 
supervisor /'suipovaizo/ noun a person who 
supervises O the supervisor of hospital cater¬ 
ing services 

supinate/'suipineit/ verb to turn the hand so 
that the palm faces upwards 
supination /.suipi'neiJXojn/ noun the act of 
turning the hand so that the palm faces up¬ 
wards. Opposite pronation. See illustration at 
anatomical terms in Supplement 
supinator /'suipineito/ noun a muscle which 
turns the hand so that the palm faces upwards 
supine /'suipain/ adjective 1 . lying on the 
back. Opposite prone 2. with the palm of the 
hand facing upwards 

‘...the patient was to remain in the supine position, 
therefore a pad was placed under the Achilles tendon 
to raise the legs’ [NATNews] 
supplement /'sAplimont/ noun 1. any extra 
nutrients that are taken to help a specific con¬ 
dition when someone is not getting all they 
need from their food O vitamin and folic acid 
supplements 2. a pill or product regarded as 
helpful in improving health that can be bought 
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without a prescription. Supplements are not 
tested in the same way as prescription drugs. O 
dietary or food supplements ■ verb to add on 
or increase above what is taken usually O She 
supplemented her diet with folic acid when she 
was planning a pregnancy. 
supply /so'plai/ noun something which is 
provided O The arteries provide a continuous 
supply of oxygenated blood to the tissues. O 
The hospital service needs a constant supply of 
blood for transfusion. O The government sent 
medical supplies to the disaster area. ■ verb to 
provide or give something which is needed O 
A balanced diet will supply the body with all 
the vitamins and trace elements it needs. O 
The brachial artery supplies the arm and 
hand. 

support /so'poit/ noun 1 . help to keep some¬ 
thing in place O The bandage provides some 
support for the knee. O He was so weak that he 
had to hold onto a chair for support. 2. a han¬ 
dle, a metal rail which a person can hold O 
There are supports at the side of the bed. O The 
bath is provided with metal supports. ■ verb 1. 
to hold something O He wore a truss to sup¬ 
port a hernia. 2. to keep something in place 
support hose /so'poit houz/ plural noun 
stockings that fit tightly to the legs, worn to 
help the flow of blood 

supportive /so'poitiv/ adjective helping or 
comforting someone in trouble O Her family 
was very supportive when she was in hospital. 
O The local health authority has been very 
supportive of the hospital management. 
support stocking /so'poit .stDkig/ noun a 
stocking worn to prevent postural hypotension 
and peripheral oedema 

support worker /so'poit ,w3:ko/ noun 
someone who assists registered health service 
professionals as part of a team, e.g. as a nurs¬ 
ing auxiliary or assistant, or in specialist areas 
such as mental health, speech therapy or phys¬ 
iotherapy 

suppository /so'pDZit(9)ri/ noun a piece of 
a soluble material such as glycerine jelly con¬ 
taining a drug, which is placed in the rectum to 
act as lubricant, or in the vagina, to treat disor¬ 
ders such as vaginitis, and is dissolved by the 
body’s fluids 

suppress /so'pres/ verb to reduce the action 
of something completely, e.g. to remove a 
symptom or to stop the release of a hormone O 
a course of treatment which suppresses the 
painful irritation O The drug suppresses the 
body’s natural instinct to reject the transplant¬ 
ed tissue. O The release of adrenaline from the 
adrenal cortex is suppressed. 
suppression /so'preJ(o)n/ noun the act of 
suppressing something O the suppression of 
allergic responses O the suppression of a hor¬ 
mone 


suppressor T-cell /so.preso 1 ti: sel/ noun a 
T-cell which stops or reduces the immune re¬ 
sponse to an antigen of B-cells and other T- 
cells 

suppurate /'sApjureit/ verb to form and dis¬ 
charge pus 

suppurating /’sApjureitir)/ adjective puru¬ 
lent, containing or discharging pus 
suppuration /.SApju'reiJXojn/ noun the for¬ 
mation and discharge of pus 
supra- /suipro/ prefix above or over 
supraglottis /.suipro'glotis/ noun the part 
of the larynx above the vocal folds, including 
the epiglottis 

supraoptic nucleus /.suiproDptik 
'njuiklios/ noun a nucleus in the hypothala¬ 
mus from which nerve fibres run to the poste¬ 
rior pituitary gland 

supraorbital /.suipro'DibitCojl/ adjective 
above the orbit of the eye 
supraorbital ridge /,su:pr3o:bit(o)l 'rid 3 / 
noun the ridge of bone above the eye, covered 
by the eyebrow 

suprapubic /.suipro'pjuibik/ adjective 
above the pubic bone or pubic area 
suprarenal /.suipro'dinCojl/ adjective above 
the kidneys ■ noun same as suprarenal gland 
suprarenal area / l su:prori:n(9)l 'eorio/ 
noun the area of the body above the kidneys 
suprarenal cortical hormone / 
,su:pr9ri:n(3)l ,ko:tik(o)l 'hoimoun/ noun a 
hormone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal 
glands, e.g. cortisone 

suprarenal gland /.suipro'riinCo)! gteend/, 
suprarenal /,su:pr9'ri:n(3)l/ noun one of two 
endocrine glands at the top of the kidneys, 
which secrete adrenaline and other hormones 
suprarenal medulla /,su:pr9ri:n(3)l me 
'dAlo/ noun same as adrenal medulla 
suprasternal /.suipro'stsinCo)!/ adjective 
above the sternum 

supraventricular tachycardia /.sAbven 
.trikjulo .taski'kaidio/ noun tachycardia 
coming from the upper chambers of the heart 
surface /'s3ifis/ noun the top layer of some¬ 
thing O The surfaces of the two membranes 
may rub together. 

surfactant /S3:'fcekt9nt/ noun a substance in 
the alveoli of the lungs which keeps the surfac¬ 
es of the lungs wet and prevents lung collapse 
surgeon /'S3:d39n/ noun a doctor who spe¬ 
cialises in surgery (note: Although surgeons 
are doctors, in the UK they are traditionally 
called ‘Mr’ and not ‘Dr’, so ‘Dr Smith’ may be a 
GP, but ‘Mr Smith’ is a surgeon.) 
surgeon general /,s3:d3on 'd3en(3)rol/ 
noun US a government official responsible for 
all aspects of public health 
surgery /'s3:d39ri/ noun 1. the treatment of 
diseases or disorders by procedures which re¬ 
quire an operation to cut into, to remove or to 
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manipulate tissue, organs or parts O The pa¬ 
tient will need plastic surgery to remove the 
scars he received in the accident. O The surgi¬ 
cal ward is for patients waiting for surgery. O 
Two of our patients had to have surgery. O She 
will have to undergo surgery. 2. a room where 
a doctor or dentist sees and examines patients 
O There are ten patients waiting in the surgery. 
O Surgery hours are from 8.30 in the morning 
to 6.00 at night. 

surgical /'s3id3ik(o)l/ adjective 1. referring 
to surgery O All surgical instruments must be 
sterilised. 2. referring to a disease which can 
be treated by surgery O We manage to carry 
out six surgical operations in an hour. 
surgical belt /,s3id3ik(o)l 'belt/ noun a fit¬ 
ted covering, worn to support part of the back, 
chest or abdomen 

surgical boot /,s3id3ik(o)l 'bu:t/ noun a 
specially made boot for a person who has an 
unusually shaped foot, to support or correct it 
surgical care /'s3id3ik(o)l keo/ noun look¬ 
ing after patients who have had surgery 
surgical diathermy /.s3id3ik(o)l daio 
'03:mi/ noun a procedure which uses a knife or 
electrode which is heated by a strong electric 
current until it coagulates tissue 
surgical emphysema /,s3id3ik(o)l ,emfi 
'siimo/ noun air bubbles in tissue, not in the 
lungs 

surgical fixation /,s3id3ik(o)l fik'seiJ(o)n/ 
noun a method of immobilising something 
such as a bone either externally by the use of a 
splint or internally by a metal plate and screws 
surgical gloves /'s3id3ik(o)l gUvz/ plural 
noun thin plastic gloves worn by surgeons 
surgical hose noun a strong elastic stocking 
worn to support a weak joint in a knee or to re¬ 
lieve varicose veins. Also called elastic hose, 
surgical stocking 

surgical intervention /,s3id3ik(o)l .into 
'venjon/ noun the treatment of disease or oth¬ 
er condition by surgery 
surgically /'S3id3ikli/ adverb using surgery 
O The growth can be treated surgically. 
surgical neck /,s3id3ik(o)l 'nek/ noun the 
narrow part at the top of the humerus, where 
the arm can easily be broken 
surgical needle /,s3id3ik(o)l 'ni:d(o)l/ 
noun a needle for sewing up surgical incisions 
surgical procedure /,s3id3ik(o)l pro 
' siid 30 / noun a surgical operation 
surgical shoe /,s3id3ik(o)l 'Ju:/ noun a spe¬ 
cially made boot for a person who has an unu¬ 
sually shaped foot, to support or correct it 
surgical spirit /,s3id3ik(o)l 'spirit/ noun 
ethyl alcohol with an additive giving it an un¬ 
pleasant taste, used as a disinfectant or for 
cleansing the skin. Also called rubbing alco¬ 
hol 


surgical stocking /,s3id3ik(o)l 'stDkig/ 
noun same as surgical hose 
surgical ward /'s3id3ik(o)l woid/ noun a 
ward for patients who have undergone surgery 
surgical wound /'s3id3ik(o)l wuind/ noun 
an incision made during a surgical operation 
surrogate /'sArogot/ adjective taking the 
place of ■ noun someone or something that 
takes the place of another person or thing O 
surrogate mother 1 . a woman who has a child 
by artificial insemination for a woman who 
cannot become pregnant, with the intention of 
handing the child over to her when it is bom 2. 
a person who takes the place of a natural moth¬ 
er for someone 

surround /so'raund/ verb to be all around 
something O The wound is several millimetres 
deep and the surrounding flesh is inflamed. 
survival /so'vaiv(o)l/ noun the act of contin¬ 
uing to live O The survival rate of newborn ba¬ 
bies has begun to fall. 

survive /so'vaiv/ verb to continue to live O 
He survived two attacks of pneumonia. O The 
baby only survived for two hours. 
survivor /so'vaivo/ noun a person who sur¬ 
vives 

susceptibility /so.septi'biliti/ noun lack of 
resistance to a disease 

‘...low birth weight has been associated with in¬ 
creased susceptibility to infection’ [East African 
Medical Journal ] 

‘.. .even children with the milder forms of sickle-cell 
disease have an increased frequency of pneumococ¬ 
cal infection. The reason for this susceptibility is a 
profound abnormality of the immune system’ [Lan¬ 
cet] 

susceptible /so'septib(o)l/ adjective likely 
to catch a disease O She is susceptible to colds 
or to throat infections. 

suspect noun /'sAspekt/ a person who doc¬ 
tors believe may have a disease O They are 
screening all typhoid suspects. ■ verb /so 
'spekt/ to think that someone may have a dis¬ 
ease O He is a suspected diphtheria carrier. O 
Several cases of suspected meningitis have 
been reported. 

‘...those affected are being nursed in five isolation 
wards and about forty suspected sufferers are being 
barrier nursed in other wards’ [Nursing Times ] 
suspension /so'spenjon/ noun a liquid with 
solid particles in it 

suspensory /so'spensori/ adjective hanging 
down 

suspensory bandage /so.spensori 
'b 2 endid 3 / noun a bandage to hold a part of the 
body which hangs 

suspensory ligament /so.spensori 
'ligomont/ noun a ligament which holds a part 
of the body in position. See illustration at eye 
in Supplement 

sustain /so'stein/ verb 1. to keep, to support, 
to maintain something O These bones can sus¬ 
tain quite heavy weights. O He is not eating 
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enough to sustain life. 2. to experience an inju¬ 
ry O He sustained a severe head injury. 
sustentacular /.sAston'taskjulo/ adjective 
referring to a sustentaculum 
sustentaculum /.SASton'tagkjulom/ noun a 
part of the body which supports another part 
suture /'suitJo/ noun 1. a fixed joint where 
two bones are fused together, especially the 
bones in the skull 2. a procedure for attaching 
the sides of an incision or wound with thread, 
so that healing can take place. Also called 
stitch 3. a thread used for attaching the sides of 
a wound so that they can heal ■ verb to attach 
the sides of a wound or incision together with 
thread so that healing can take place. Also 
called stitch 

comment: Wounds are usually stitched using 
thread or catgut which is removed after a 
week or so. Sutures are either absorbable, 
made of a substance which is eventually ab¬ 
sorbed into the body, or non-absorbable, in 
which case they need to be removed after a 
certain time. 

suxamethonium /^Aksomi'Bouniom/ noun 
a drug similar to acetylcholine in structure, 
used as a muscle relaxant during surgery 
swab /swDb/ noun 1 . a cotton wool pad, often 
attached to a small stick, used, e.g., to clean a 
wound, to apply ointment or to take a speci¬ 
men 2. a specimen taken with a swab O a cer¬ 
vical swab 

swallow /'swdIou/ verb to make liquid, food 
and sometimes air go down from the mouth to 
the stomach O Patients suffering from nose¬ 
bleeds should try not to swallow the blood. 
swallowing /'swolouig/ noun same as 
deglutition 

Swan-Ganz catheter /.swon 'gsentz 
,kae0it9/ noun a special catheter which can be 
floated through the right chamber of the heart 
into the pulmonary artery. The balloon at its tip 
is then inflated to measure arterial pressure, 
sweat /swet/ noun a salty liquid produced by 
the sweat glands to cool the body as the liquid 
evaporates from the skin O Sweat was running 
off the end of his nose. O Her hands were cov¬ 
ered with sweat. Also called perspiration ■ 
verb to produce moisture through the sweat 
glands and onto the skin O After working in the 
fields she was sweating. 
sweat duct /'swet dAkt/ noun a thin tube 
connecting the sweat gland with the surface of 
the skin 

sweat gland /'swet glsend/ noun a gland 
which produces sweat, situated beneath the 
dermis and connected to the skin surface by a 
sweat duct 

sweat pore /'swet po:/ noun a hole in the 
skin through which the sweat comes out 
sweet /swiit/ adjective one of the basic tastes, 
not bitter, sour or salt O Sugar is sweet, lemons 
are sour. 


swell /swel/ verb to become larger, or cause 
something to become larger O The disease af¬ 
fects the lymph glands, making them swell. O 
The doctor noticed that the patient had swol¬ 
len glands in his neck. O She finds her swollen 
ankles painful, (note: swelling - swelled - 
swollen) 

swelling /'swelig/ noun a condition in which 
fluid accumulates in tissue, making the tissue 
become large O They applied a cold compress 
to try to reduce the swelling. 
swimmer’s cramp /.swimoz 'krasmp/ noun 
spasms in arteries and muscles caused by cold 
water, or by swimming soon after a meal 
sycosis /sai'kousis/ noun a bacterial infec¬ 
tion of hair follicles 

sycosis barbae /sai.kousis 'baibi/ noun an 
infection of hair follicles on the sides of the 
face and chin. Also called barber’s itch, bar¬ 
ber’s rash 

Sydenham’s chorea /.sidnomz kD'riio/ 
noun temporary chorea affecting children, fre¬ 
quently associated with endocarditis and rheu¬ 
matism [Described 1686. After Thomas Syden¬ 
ham (1624-89), English physician.] 
symbiosis /.simbai'ousis/ noun a condition 
in which two organisms exist together and help 
each other to survive 

symblepharon /sim'bleforon/ noun a con¬ 
dition in which the eyelid sticks to the eyeball 
symbol /'simbol/ noun a sign or letter which 
means something 

Syme’s amputation /.saimz aempju 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun a surgical operation to ampu¬ 
tate the foot above the ankle [Described 1842. 
After James Syme (1799-1870), Edinburgh sur¬ 
geon and teacher; one of the first to adopt anti¬ 
sepsis (Joseph Lister was his son-in-law), and 
also among the early users of anaesthesia.] 
symmetry /'simotri/ noun the regularity of 
structure and distribution of parts of the body, 
each side of the body being structurally similar 
to the other 

sympathectomy ^simpo'Gektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to cut part of the sympathet¬ 
ic nervous system, as a treatment of high blood 
pressure 

sympathetic /.simpo'Getik/ adjective 1. 
feeling or showing shared feelings, pity or 
compassion 2. relating to or belonging to the 
sympathetic nervous system, or to one of its 
parts 

sympathetic nervous system /,simpo0e 
tik 'n3ivos .sistom/, sympathetic system / 
,simpo0etik 'sistom/ noun part of the auto¬ 
nomic nervous system, which leaves the spinal 
cord from the thoracic and lumbar regions to 
go to various important organs such as the 
heart, the lungs and the sweat glands, and 
which prepares the body for emergencies and 
vigorous muscular activity. £> parasympathet¬ 
ic nervous system 
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sympatholytic /.simpsOsu'litik/ noun a 
drug which stops the sympathetic nervous sys¬ 
tem working 

sympathomimetic /.simpoOoumi'metik/ 
adjective referring to a drug such as dopamine 
hydrochloride which stimulates the activity of 
the sympathetic nervous system and is used in 
cardiac shock following myocardial infarction 
and in cardiac surgery 

sympathy /'simpoGi/ noun 1 . the feeling or 
expression of pity or sorrow for the pain or dis¬ 
tress of somebody else 2. the relationship be¬ 
tween people which causes one of them to pro¬ 
voke a similar condition to their own in the 
other one. For example, when the first person 
yawns, the second feels an urge to yawn too. 3. 
the influence produced on any part of the body 
by disease or change in another part 
symphysiectomy /.simfizi'ektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove part of the pubic 
symphysis to make childbirth easier 
symphysiotomy /.simfizi'Dtomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an incision in the 
pubic symphysis to make the passage for a fe¬ 
tus wider 

symphysis /'simfosis/ noun the point where 
two bones are joined by cartilage which makes 
the joint rigid 

symphysis menti /.simfosis 'menti/ noun 
a point in the front of the lower jaw where the 
two halves of the jaw are fused to form the 
chin 

symphysis pubis /.simfosis 'pjuibis/ 
noun same as pubic symphysis 

symptom /'simptom/ noun a change in the 
way the body works or a change in the body’s 
appearance, which shows that a disease or dis¬ 
order is present and which the person is aware 
of O The symptoms of hay fever are a running 
nose and eyes. O A doctor must study the 
symptoms before making his diagnosis. O The 
patient presented all the symptoms of rheumat¬ 
ic fever. (note: If a symptom is noticed only by 
the doctor, it is a sign.) 

symptomatic /.simpto'mastik/ adjective be¬ 
ing a symptom of something O The rash is 
symptomatic of measles. 
symptomatology /.simptomo'tDlodsi/ 
noun a branch of medicine concerned with the 
study of symptoms. Also called semeiology 
syn- /sin/ prefix joint, or fused 
synalgia /si'naeld33/ noun a pain which is 
felt in one part of the body, but is caused by a 
condition in another part, e.g. pain in the groin 
which can be a symptom of a kidney stone or 
pain in the right shoulder which can indicate 
gall bladder infection. Also called referred 
pain 

synapse /'sainseps/ noun a point in the nerv¬ 
ous system where the axons of neurones are in 
contact with the dendrites of other neurones ■ 
verb to link something with a neurone 


synaptic /sin'aeptik/ adjective referring to a 
synapse 

synaptic connection /sin.septik ko 
'nekJ(o)n/ noun a link between the dendrites 
of one neurone with another neurone 
synarthrosis /.sinai'Grousis/ noun a joint, 
e.g. in the skull, where the bones have fused 
together 

synchondrosis /.sinkon'drousis/ noun a 
joint, as in children, where the bones are linked 
by cartilage, before the cartilage has changed 
to bone 

synchysis /'sirjkisis/ noun a condition in 
which the vitreous humour in the eye becomes 
soft 

syncope /'sirjkopi/ noun a condition in 
which someone becomes unconscious for a 
short time because of reduced flow of blood to 
the brain. Also called fainting fit 
syncytium /sin'sijiom/ noun a continuous 
length of tissue in muscle fibres 
syndactyl /sin'dasktil/ adjective having two 
or more fingers or toes joined together when 
born 

syndactyly /sin'daektili/, syndactylism /sin 
'd£ektiliz(3)m/ noun a condition in which two 
toes or fingers are joined together with tissue 
syndesm- /sindesm/, syndesmo- /sin 
desmou/ prefix referring to ligaments 
syndesmology ^sindes'mDlodsi/ noun a 
branch of medicine which studies joints 
syndesmosis /.sindes'mousis/ noun a joint 
where the bones are tightly linked by liga¬ 
ments 

syndrome /'sindroum/ noun a group of 
symptoms and other changes in the body’s 
functions which, when taken together, show 
that a particular disease is present. i> complex 
synechia /si'nekio/ noun a condition in 
which the iris sticks to another part of the eye 
syneresis /si'morosis/ noun the releasing of 
fluid as in a blood clot when it becomes harder 
synergism /'sin3d3iz(3)m/ noun a situation 
where two or more things are acting together 
in such a way that both are more effective. 
Also called synergy 

synergist /'sin3d3ist/ noun a muscle or drug 
which acts with another and increases the ef¬ 
fectiveness of both 

synergy /'sin3d3i/ noun same as synergism 
syngeneic /.sindss'nink/ adjective referring 
to individuals or tissues that have an identical 
or closely similar genetic make-up, especially 
one that will allow the transplanting of tissue 
without provoking an immune response 
syngraft /'singraift/ noun same as isograft 
synoptophore /si'nDptafo:/ noun an instru¬ 
ment used to correct a squint 
synostosed /'sinD.stsuzd/ adjective [of 
bones) fused together with new bone tissue 
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synostosis /.sinD'stousis/ noun the fusing 
of two bones together by the formation of new 
bone tissue 

synovectomy /.sinou'vektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove the synovial mem¬ 
brane of a joint 

synovia /sai'nouvio/ noun same as synovial 
fluid 

synovial /sai'nouviol/ adjective referring to 
the synovium 

synovial cavity /sai.nouviol 'kasviti/ noun 
a space inside a synovial joint. See illustration 
at synovial joint in Supplement 
synovial fluid /sai.nouviol 'flund/ noun a 
fluid secreted by a synovial membrane to lu¬ 
bricate a joint. See illustration at synovial 
joint in Supplement 

synovial joint /sai.nouviol 'd 3 oint/ noun a 
joint where the two bones are separated by a 
space filled with synovial fluid which nourish¬ 
es and lubricates the surfaces of the bones. 
Also called diarthrosis 
synovial membrane /sai.nouviol 'memi 
brein/, synovium noun a smooth membrane 
which forms the inner lining of the capsule 
covering a joint and secretes the fluid which 
lubricates the joint. See illustration at synovial 
joint in Supplement 

synovioma /.sinouvi'oumo/ noun a tumour 

in a synovial membrane 

synovitis /.saino'vaitis/ noun inflammation 

of the synovial membrane 

synovium /si'nouviom/ same as synovial 

membrane 

‘70% of rheumatoid arthritis sufferers develop the 
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints. The 
synovium produces an excess of synovial fluid 
which is abnormal and becomes thickened’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

synthesis /'sinGosis/ noun 1 . the process of 
combining different ideas or objects into a new 
whole 2. a new unified whole resulting from 
the combination of different ideas or objects 3. 
the formation of compounds through chemical 
reactions involving simpler compounds or ele¬ 
ments 4. in psychiatry, the fusing together of 
all the various elements of the personality 
(note: The plural is syntheses.) 
synthesise /'sinGosaiz/, synthesize verb to 
make a chemical compound from its separate 
components O Essential amino acids cannot 
be synthesised. O The body cannot synthesise 
essential fatty acids and has to absorb them 
from food. 

synthetic /sin'Getik/ adjective made by hu¬ 
mans, made artificially 

synthetically /sin'Getikli/ adverb made arti¬ 
ficially O Synthetically produced hormones 
are used in hormone therapy. 
syphilide /'sifilaid/ noun a rash or open sore 
which is a symptom of the second stage of 
syphilis 


syphilis /'sifolis/ noun a sexually transmitted 
disease caused by a spirochaete Treponema 
pallidum 

comment: Syphilis is a serious sexually trans¬ 
mitted disease, but it is curable with penicillin 
injections if the treatment is started early. 
Syphilis has three stages: in the first, or prima¬ 
ry, stage, a hard sore (chancre) appears on 
the genitals or sometimes on the mouth; in the 
second, or secondary, stage about two or 
three months later, a rash appears, with sores 
round the mouth and genitals. It is at this 
stage that the disease is particularly infec¬ 
tious. After this stage, symptoms disappear 
for a long time, sometimes many years. The 
disease reappears in the third, or tertiary, 
stage in many different forms: blindness, brain 
disorders, ruptured aorta or general paralysis 
leading to mental disorder and death. The 
tests for syphilis are the Wassermann test and 
the less reliable Kahn test, 
syring- /sirind 3 / prefix same as syringo- 
(used before vowels) 

syringe /si'rind 3 / noun a medical instrument 
made of a tube with a plunger which either 
slides down inside the tube, forcing the con¬ 
tents out through a needle as in an injection, or 
slides up the tube, allowing a liquid to be 
sucked into it ■ verb to wash out the ears using 
a syringe 

syringo- /siriggou/ prefix referring to tubes, 
especially the central canal of the spinal cord 
syringobulbia /si.riggou'bAlbio/ noun sy¬ 
ringomyelia in the brain stem 
syringocystadenoma /si,ngg9usistodi 
'noumo/, syringoma ^sirig'goumo/ noun a 
benign tumour in sweat glands and ducts 
syringomyelia /si.nggsumai'iilio/ noun a 
disease which forms cavities in the neck sec¬ 
tion of the spinal cord, affecting the nerves so 
that the person loses the sense of touch and 
pain 

syringomyelitis /si.riggoumaio'laitis/ 
noun a swelling of the spinal cord, which re¬ 
sults in the formation of cavities in it 
syringomyelocele /si.riggou'maiolousiil/ 
noun a severe form of spina bifida where the 
spinal cord pushes through a hole in the spine 
systaltic /sis'taeltik/ adjective describing an 
organ such as the heart that contracts and re¬ 
laxes alternately 

system /'sistom/ noun 1 . the body as a whole 
O Amputation of a limb gives a serious shock 
to the system. 2. the arrangement of particular 
parts of the body so that they work together O 
the lymphatic system 

systematic desensitisation /.sistomastik 
di:,sensitai'zeij(3)n/ noun a therapy for pho¬ 
bias and other anxiety disorders in which pa¬ 
tients are gradually given longer and longer 
exposures to the object of their fears 
Systeme International d’Unites /si.stem 
.senteonsesjonail 'dumitei/ noun the Interna¬ 
tional System of units, i) SI 



408 


systemic 

systemic /si'stiimik/ adjective referring to 
or affecting the whole body O Septicaemia is a 
systemic infection. 

systemic circulation /si.stiimik ,s3:kju 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun the circulation of blood around 
the whole body, except the lungs, starting with 
the aorta and returning through the venae ca- 
vae 

systemic lupus erythematosus /si 

,sti:mik .luipos .eriOiims'tsusss/ noun one 
of several collagen diseases which are forms of 
lupus, where red patches form on the skin and 
spread throughout the body. Abbr SLE 


systole /'sistoli/ noun a phase in the beating 
of the heart when it contracts as it pumps blood 
out. Opposite diastole □ the heart is in systo¬ 
le the heart is contracting and pumping 
systolic /si'stolik/ adjective referring to the 
systole 

systolic murmur /si,stDlik 'm3im3/ noun a 
sound produced during systole which indi¬ 
cates an unusual condition of a heart valve 
systolic pressure /si.stolik 'preja/ noun 
the high point of blood pressure which occurs 
during the systole. Systolic pressure is always 
higher than diastolic pressure. 



T 


T symbol tera- 

TAB abbr typhoid-paratyphoid A and BO He 
was given a TAB injection. O TAB injections 
give only temporary immunity against paraty¬ 
phoid. [>TAB vaccine 

tabes /'teibiiz/ noun a condition in which 
someone is wasting away 
tabes dorsalis /,teibiiz doi'seilis/ noun a 
disease of the nervous system, caused by ad¬ 
vanced syphilis, in which the person loses the 
sense of feeling, control of the bladder and the 
ability to coordinate movements of the legs, 
and has severe pains. Also called locomotor 
ataxia 

tabes mesenterica /, teibiiz .mesen 
'teriko/ noun the wasting of glands in the ab¬ 
domen 

tabetic /to'betik/ adjective wasting away or 
affected by tabes dorsalis 
tablet /'tasblot/ noun 1 . a small flat round ob¬ 
ject containing medicine that is taken by swal¬ 
lowing O a bottle of aspirin tablets O Take two 
tablets three times a day. 2. any tablet, pill or 
capsule taken by swallowing ( informal) 
taboparesis /.teiboupo'riisis/ noun the fi¬ 
nal stage of syphilis in which the person has 
locomotor ataxia, general paralysis and mental 
deterioration 

TAB vaccine /,tii ei: 'bii .vseksiin/ noun a 
vaccine which immunises against typhoid fe¬ 
ver and paratyphoid A and B 
tachy- /taeki/ prefix fast 
tachyarrhythmia /.taekio'ridmio/ noun a 
fast irregular heartbeat 

tachycardia /.taeki'kaidio/ noun a rapid 
beating of the heart 

tachyphrasia /.tseki'freizio/, tachyphasia / 

jtaeki'feizio/ noun a particularly rapid way of 
speaking, as occurs with some people with 
mental disorders 

tachyphyl(l)axis /.tsekifo'lseksis/ noun an 
effect of a drug or neurotransmitter which be¬ 
comes less with repeated doses 
tachypnoea /.taskip'niio/ noun very fast 
breathing 


tacrolimus /.taskro'liimos/ noun a powerful 
immunosuppressant drug used to reduce the 
risk of organ transplant rejection 
tactile /'taektail/ adjective able to be sensed 
by touch 

tactile anaesthesia /.taektail .aenos'Giizio/ 
noun the loss of the sensation of touch 
taenia /'tiinio/ noun 1. a long ribbon-like part 
of the body 2. a large tapeworm of the genus 
Taenia 

comment: The various species of Taenia 
which affect humans are taken into the body 
from eating meat which has not been properly 
cooked. The most obvious symptom of tape¬ 
worm infestation is a sharply increased appe¬ 
tite, together with a loss of weight. The most 
common infestations are with Taenia solium, 
found in pork, where the larvae develop in the 
body and can form hydatid cysts, and Taenia 
saginata, the adult form of which grows to be¬ 
tween four and eight metres long in the hu¬ 
man intestine. 

taeniacide /'tiiniosaid/ noun a substance 
which kills tapeworms 

taenia coli /.tiinio 'koulai/ noun the outer 
band of muscle running along the large intes¬ 
tine 

taeniafuge /'tiinisfju:d 3 / noun a substance 
which makes tapeworms leave the body 
taeniasis /tii'naiosis/ noun infestation of the 
intestines with tapeworms 
Tagamet /'tasgomet/ a trade name for a prep¬ 
aration of cimetidine 

tai chi /,tai 'tji:/, t’ai chi noun an ancient Chi¬ 
nese system of exercises designed for health, 
self-defence and spiritual development 
take /teik/ verb 1. to swallow a medicine O 
She has to take her tablets three times a day. O 
The medicine should be taken in a glass of wa¬ 
ter. 2. to do particular actions O The dentist 
took an X-ray of his teeth. O The patient has 
been allowed to take a bath. 3. (of graft) to be 
accepted by the body O The skin graft hasn’t 
taken. O The kidney transplant took easily. 
(note: taking - took - taken) 
take after /'teik ,a:fto/ verb to be like one or 
other parent O He takes after his father. 
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take care of/,teik 'keaav/ verb to look after 
someone O The nurses will take care of the ac¬ 
cident victims. 

take Off /,teik 'of/ verb to remove something, 
especially clothes O The doctor asked him to 
take his shirt offer to take off his shirt. 
talc /taelk/ noun a soft white powder used to 
dust on irritated skin 

talcum powder /'taelkam paodn/ noun 
scented talc 

tali /'teili/ plural of talus 
talipes /'ttelipiiz/ noun a foot with a shape 
that does not allow usual walking, a congenital 
condition. Also called cleft foot, club foot 
comment: The most usual form of talipes (tal¬ 
ipes equinovarus) is where the person walks 
on the toes because the foot is permanently 
bent forward. In other forms, the foot either 
turns towards the inside (talipes varus), to¬ 
wards the outside (talipes valgus) or up¬ 
wards at the ankle (talipes calcaneus) so 
that the person cannot walk on the sole of the 
foot. 

tall /toil/ adjective high, usually higher than 
other people O He's the tallest in the family - 
he's taller than all his brothers. O How tall is 
he? O He's 5 foot 7 inches (5'7") tall or 1.25 
metres tall. 

talo- /teilou/ prefix referring to the ankle bone 
talus /'teilos/ noun the top bone in the tarsus 
which articulates with the tibia and fibula in 
the leg, and with the calcaneus in the heel. 
Also called anklebone. See illustration at foot 
in Supplement (note: The plural is tali.) 
tamoxifen /to'moksifen/ noun a drug which 
helps to prevent the actions of oestrogen, used 
especially in the treatment of breast cancer and 
some types of infertility 
tampon /'taempDn/ noun 1 . a wad of absorb¬ 
ent material put into a wound to soak up blood 
during an operation 2. a cylindrical plug of soft 
material put into the vagina to absorb blood 
during menstruation 

tamponade /.tasmpo'neid/ noun 1 . the ac¬ 
tion of putting a tampon into a wound 2. abnor¬ 
mal pressure on part of the body 
tan /tsen/ verb (of skin) to become brown in 
sunlight O He tans easily. O She is using a tan¬ 
ning lotion. 

tannin /'tasnin/, tannic acid /'tasmk 'zesid/ 
noun a substance found in the bark of trees and 
in tea and other liquids, which stains brown 
tantalum /'tasntolom/ noun a rare metal, 
used to repair damaged bones (note: The 
chemical symbol is Ta.) 

tantalum mesh /'tsentolom meJ7 noun a 
type of net made of tantalum wire, used to re¬ 
pair cranial conditions 

tantrum /'tsentrom/ noun a sudden episode 
of bad behaviour, usually in a child, where the 
child throws things or lies on the floor and 
screams 


tap /tsep/ noun 1 . a surgical procedure to drain 
off body fluid with a hollow needle or a tube 2. 
a pipe with a closing valve and a handle which 
can be turned to make a liquid or gas come out 
of a container ■ verb 1 . to remove or drain liq¬ 
uid from part of the body. i> spinal 2. to hit 
someone or something lightly O The doctor 
tapped his chest with his finger. 
tape /teip/ noun a long thin flat piece of ma¬ 
terial 

tapeworm /'teipw3im/ noun a parasitic 
worm with a small head and long body like a 
ribbon. Tapeworms enter the intestine when a 
person eats raw meat or fish. The worms attach 
themselves with hooks to the side of the intes¬ 
tine and grow longer by adding sections to 
their bodies. 

tapotement /to'poutmont/ noun a type of 
massage where the therapist taps the person 
with his or her hands 

tapping /'tsepig/ noun same as paracentesis 

target /'taigit/ noun a place which is to be hit 
by something O target cell, target organ 1. 

cell or organ which is affected by a drug, by a 
hormone or by a disease 2. large red blood cell 
which shows a red spot in the middle when 
stained 

‘...the target cells for adult myeloid leukaemia are 
located in the bone marrow’ [British Medical Jour¬ 
nal] 

tarry stool /,ta:ri 'stuil/ noun dark and 
sticky solid matter which is passed out of the 
bowels 

tars- /tens/ prefix same as tarso- ( used before 
vowels) 

tarsal /'ta:s(9)l/ adjective referring to the tar¬ 
sus ■ noun same as tarsal bone 
tarsal bone /'ta:s(o)l boun/ noun one of sev¬ 
en small bones in the ankle, including the talus 
and calcaneus. Also called tarsal 
tarsalgia /tai'sasidgo/ noun a pain in the an¬ 
kle 

tarsal gland /'ta:s(o)l glsend/ noun same as 

meibomian gland 

tarsectomy /tai'sektomi/ noun 1. a surgical 
operation to remove one of the tarsal bones in 
the ankle 2. a surgical operation to remove the 
tarsus of the eyelid 

tarsitis /tai'saitis/ noun an inflammation of 
the edge of the eyelid 

tarso- /taisou/ prefix 1 . relating to the ankle 2. 
relating to the edge of the eyelid 
tarsorrhaphy /tai'sDrofi/ noun an operation 
to join the two eyelids together to protect the 
eye after an operation 

tarsotomy /tai'sDtomi/ noun an incision of 
the tarsus of the eyelid 

tarsus /'taisos/ noun 1. the seven small bones 
of the ankle. See illustration at foot in Supple¬ 
ment 2. a connective tissue which supports an 
eyelid (note: The plural is tarsi.) 
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comment: The seven bones of the tarsus are: 
calcaneus, cuboid, the three cuneiforms, na¬ 
vicular and talus. 

tartar /'taits/ noun a hard deposit of calcium 
which forms on teeth, and has to be removed 
by scaling. Also called scale 
tartrazine /'taitroziin/ noun a yellow sub¬ 
stance (El02) added to food to give it an at¬ 
tractive colour. Although widely used, tartra¬ 
zine provokes reactions in hypersensitive peo¬ 
ple and is banned in some countries, 
task allocation /'taisk £el9,keij(9)n/ noun a 
system in which patient care is divided into 
tasks which are given to different nurses with 
specific skills 

taste /teist/ noun one of the five senses, 
where food or substances in the mouth are no¬ 
ticed through the tongue O She doesn ’t like the 
taste of onions. O He has a cold, so food seems 
to have lost all taste or seems to have no taste. 
■ verb 1. to notice the taste of something with 
the tongue O I have a cold so I can’t taste an¬ 
ything O You can taste the salt in this butter. 2. 
to have a taste O The tablets taste of pepper¬ 
mint. 

taste bud /'teist bAd/ noun a tiny sensory re¬ 
ceptor in the vallate and fungiform papillae of 
the tongue and in part of the back of the mouth 
comment: The taste buds can tell the differ¬ 
ence between salt, sour, bitter and sweet 
tastes. The buds on the tip of the tongue iden¬ 
tify salt and sweet tastes, those on the sides 
of the tongue identify sour, and those at the 
back of the mouth the bitter tastes. Note that 
most of what we think of as taste is in fact 
smell, and this is why when someone has a 
cold and a blocked nose, food seems to lose 
its taste. The impulses from the taste buds are 
received by the taste cortex in the temporal 
lobe of the cerebral hemisphere, 
taurine /'toiriin/ noun an amino acid which 
forms bile salts 

taxis /'taeksis/ noun the procedure of pushing 
or massaging dislocated bones or hernias to 
make them return to their usual position 
-taxis /taeksis/ suffix manipulation 
taxonomy /taek'sDnomi/ noun 1. the practice 
or principles of classification generally O Any 
diagnostic task can be aided by a taxonomy of 
symptoms and a taxonomy of causes together 
with connections between them. 2. the science 
of classifying plants, animals and microorgan¬ 
isms into increasingly broader categories 
based on shared features. Traditionally, organ¬ 
isms were grouped by physical resemblances, 
but recently other criteria such as genetic 
matching have also been used. 

Tay-Sachs disease /,tei 'sseks di,zi:z/ 
noun an inherited condition affecting the me¬ 
tabolism, characterised by progressive paraly¬ 
sis of the legs, blindness and learning disabili¬ 
ties [Described 1881. After Warren Tay (1843- 
1927), British ophthalmologist; Bernard Sachs 
(1858-1944), US neurologist.] 


TB abbr tuberculosis O He is suffering from 
TB. O She has been admitted to a TB sanatori¬ 
um. 

T bandage /'ti: ,baendid 3 / noun a bandage 
shaped like the letter T, used for bandaging the 
area between the legs 
TBI abbreviation total body irradiation 
T-cell /'ti: sel/ noun same as T-lymphocyte 
TCP a trade name for various mild antisep¬ 
tic liquids 

t.d.S., TDS adverb ( written on prescriptions) 
three times a day. Full form ter in diem su- 
mendus 

tea /ti:/ noun 1 . the dried leaves of a plant used 
to make a hot drink 2. a hot drink made by 
pouring boiling water onto the dried leaves of 
a plant 

teach /ti:tJ7 verb 1. to give lessons in some¬ 
thing O Professor Smith teaches neurosurgery. 
2. to show someone how to do something O 
She was taught first aid by her mother. (NOTE: 

teaching - taught) 

teaching hospital /'tifijig ,hDspit(o)l/ 
noun a hospital attached to a medical school 
where student doctors work and study as part 
of their training 

team /ti:m/ noun a group of people who work 
together O The heart-lung transplant was car¬ 
ried out by a team of surgeons. 
team nursing /'ti:m ,n3:sig/ noun a system 
in which the care of a group of patients is as¬ 
signed to a team of four or five health workers, 
led by a professional nurse who assigns them 
various tasks. They meet at the beginning and 
end of each shift to exchange information, 
tear /tio/ noun 1. a drop of the salty fluid 
which forms in the lacrimal gland. The fluid 
keeps the eyeball moist and clean and is pro¬ 
duced in large quantities when a person cries. 
O Tears ran down her face, (note: For other 
terms referring to tears, see words beginning 
with dacryo- or lacrimal.) □ she burst into 
tears she suddenly started to cry 2. /tea/ a hole 
or a split in a tissue often due to over-stretch¬ 
ing O An episiotomy was needed to avoid a 
tear in the perineal tissue. ■ verb to make a 
hole or a split in a tissue by pulling or stretch¬ 
ing it too much O He tore a ligament in his an¬ 
kle. O They carried out an operation to repair 
a torn ligament, (note: tearing - tore - torn) 
tear duct /'tio dAkt/ noun same as lacrimal 
duct 

tear gland /'tio glamd/ noun same as lac¬ 
rimal gland 

teat /ti:t/ noun a rubber nipple on the end of a 
baby’s feeding bottle 

technician /tek'mJ(o)n/ noun a qualified 
person who does practical work in a laboratory 
or scientific institution O He is a laboratory 
technician in a laboratory attached to a teach¬ 
ing hospital. 
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technique /tek'niik/ noun a way of doing 
scientific or medical work O a new technique 
for treating osteoarthritis O She is trying out a 
new laboratory technique. 

‘...few parts of the body are inaccessible to modem 
catheter techniques, which are all performed under 
local anaesthesia’ [British Medical Journal] 

‘.. .the technique used to treat aortic stenosis is simi¬ 
lar to that for any cardiac catheterization’ [Journal 
of the American Medical Association] 

‘.. .cardiac resuscitation techniques used by over half 
the nurses in a recent study were described as ‘com¬ 
pletely ineffective’ ’ [Nursing Times] 

tectorial membrane /tek.toiriol 'meml 
brein/ noun a membrane in the inner ear which 
contains the hair cells which transmit impulses 
to the auditory nerve 

tectospinal tract /,tektou,spain(o)l 
'traekt/ noun a tract which takes nerve impuls¬ 
es from the mesencephalon to the spinal cord 
TED abbr thrombo-embolic deterrent stocking 
teeth /ti:0/ plural of tooth 
teething /’tiidir)/ noun the period when a ba¬ 
by’s milk teeth are starting to erupt, and the 
baby is irritable O He is awake at night be¬ 
cause he is teething. O She has teething trou¬ 
ble and won’t eat. 

Teflon /'teflon/ trademark a synthetic poly¬ 
mer injected into the joints of the larynx to in¬ 
crease movement and help hoarseness of voice 
tegmen /'tegmon/ noun the covering for an 
organ (note: The plural is tegmina.) 
tegument /'tegjumont/ noun a covering, es¬ 
pecially the protective outer covering of an or¬ 
ganism 

tel- /tel/ prefix same as tele- ( used before vow¬ 
els) 

tela/ 1 tills/ noun a delicate part or tissue in the 
body with a fine or intricate pattern like a web 
telangiectasia /te.kendgiek'teisis/ noun a 
condition in which the small blood vessels, es¬ 
pecially in the face and thighs, are permanent¬ 
ly dilated producing dark red blotches 
telangiectasis /te,la 2 nd 3 i'ektosis/, tel¬ 
angiectasia /te,l 2 end 3 iek'teisis/ noun small 
dark red spots on the skin, formed by swollen 
capillaries 

telangioma /te.laendsi'sums/ noun a tu¬ 
mour or haematoma of the blood capillaries 
tele- /teli/ prefix referring to distance 
teleceptor /'telisepto/ noun a sensory recep¬ 
tor which receives sensations from a distance. 
These occur in the eyes, ears and nose. Also 
called telereceptor 

telemedicine /'telimed(o)sin/ noun the pro¬ 
vision of diagnosis and health care from a dis¬ 
tance using media such as interactive compu¬ 
ter programs or off-site advisers 
telencephalon /.telen'kefolon/ noun same 
as cerebrum 

telepathy /to'lepoBi/ noun the apparent com¬ 
munication directly from one person’s mind to 


another person’s, without the use of speech, 
writing or other signs or symbols 
teleradiography /.telireidi'Dgrofi/ noun a 
type of radiography where the source of the X- 
rays is at a distance from the person being X- 
rayed 

teleradiology /.telireidi'Dlodsi/ noun the 
process of transmitting scans and other images 
electronically so that they can be viewed by 
surgeons or other health care workers in differ¬ 
ent locations at the same time 
teleradiotherapy /telireidiou'Geropi/ noun 
a type of radiotherapy, where the person being 
treated is some way away from the source of 
radiation 

telereceptor /'telirisepto/ noun same as tel¬ 
eceptor 

telo- /telou/ prefix referring to an end 
telophase /'teloufeiz/ noun the final stage of 
mitosis, the stage in cell division after ana¬ 
phase 

temazepam /to'msezipsem/ noun a hypnotic 
drug used in the short-term treatment of in¬ 
somnia 

temperature /'temprit Jo/ noun 1 . the heat of 
the body or of the surrounding air, measured in 
degrees O The doctor asked the nurse what the 
patient's temperature was. O His temperature 
was slightly above normal. O The thermome¬ 
ter showed a temperature of99°F. □ to take a 
patient’s temperature to insert a thermome¬ 
ter in someone’s body to see what his or her 
body temperature is O They took his tempera¬ 
ture every four hours. O When her temperature 
was taken this morning, it was normal. 2. ill¬ 
ness when your body is hotter than normal O 
He ’s in bed with a temperature. O Her mother 
says she’s got a temperature, and can’t come 
to work. 

comment: The average body temperature is 
about 37° Celsius or 98° Fahrenheit. This 
temperature may vary during the day, and can 
rise if a person has taken a hot bath or had a 
hot drink. If the environmental temperature is 
high, the body has to sweat to reduce the heat 
gained from the air around it. If the outside 
temperature is low, the body shivers, because 
rapid movement of the muscles generates 
heat. A fever will cause the body temperature 
to rise sharply, to 40 °C (103°F) or more. Hy¬ 
pothermia exists when the body temperature 
falls below about 35°C (95°F). 
temperature chart /'tempritjo tjait/ noun 
a chart showing changes in a person’s temper¬ 
ature over a period of time 
temperature graph /'tempritjo graif/ 
noun a graph showing how a person’s temper¬ 
ature rises and falls over a period of time 
temper tantrum /'tempo .tamtrom/ noun t 
tantrum 

temple /'tempol/ noun the flat part of the side 
of the head between the top of the ear and the 
eye 
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temporal /'temporal/ adjective referring to 
the temple 

temporal arteritis /.temporal aito'raitis/ 
noun a headache caused by inflammation of 
the region over the temporal artery, usually oc¬ 
curring in older people 

temporal bone /'temporal boun/ noun one 
of the bones which form the sides and base of 
the cranium. See illustration at ear in Supple¬ 
ment 

comment: The temporal bone is in two parts: 
the petrous part forms the base of the skull 
and the inner and middle ears, while the squa¬ 
mous part forms the side of the skull. The low¬ 
er back part of the temporal bone is the mas¬ 
toid process, while the part between the ear 
and the cheek is the zygomatic arch. 

temporal fossa /,temp(o)rol 'foso/ noun a 
depression in the side of the head, in the tem¬ 
poral bone above the zygomatic arch 
temporalis /.tempo'reilis/, temporalis 
muscle /.tempo'reilis ,mAs(9)l/ noun a flat 
muscle running down the side of the head from 
the temporal bone to the coronoid process, 
which makes the jaw move up 
temporal lobe /'temp(9)r9l loub/ noun the 
lobe above the ear in each cerebral hemisphere 
temporal lobe epilepsy /.tempOjrol loub 
'epilepsi/ noun epilepsy due to a disorder of 
the temporal lobe and causing impaired mem¬ 
ory, hallucinations and automatism 
temporary /'temp(3)rori/ adjective not per¬ 
manent O The dentist gave him a temporary 
filling. O The accident team put a temporary 
bandage on the wound. 
temporo- /temporou/ prefix 1. referring to 
the temple 2. referring to the temporal lobe 
temporomandibular /.temporoumsen 

'dibjulo/ adjective relating to the temporal 
bone and the mandible 

temporomandibular joint /.temporou 
masn'dibjulo ,d 30 int/ noun a joint between 
the jaw and the skull, in front of the ear 
temporomandibular syndrome / 

(temporoumaen'dibjulo .sindroum/ noun a 
painful condition affecting the temporoman¬ 
dibular joint and the muscles used for chew¬ 
ing, usually associated with a faulty meeting 
of the teeth in biting and sometimes causing 
clicking sounds 

tenacious /ti'neijas/ adjective sticking or 
clinging to something else, especially a sur¬ 
face 

tenaculum /to'ncekjulom/ noun a surgical 
instrument shaped like a hook, used to pick up 
small pieces of tissue during an operation 
tend /tend/ verb 1 . □ to tend to do something 
to be inclined to do something as a normal 
process O The prostate tends to enlarge as a 
man grows older. 2. to care for or attend to 
someone or something 


tendency /'tendonsi/ noun the fact of being 
likely to do something □ to have a tendency 
to something to be likely to have something O 
There is a tendency to obesity in her family. O 
The children of the area show a tendency to vi¬ 
tamin-deficiency diseases. 

‘...premature babies have been shown to have a 
higher tendency to develop a squint during child¬ 
hood’ [Nursing Times ] 

tender /'tends/ adjective referring to skin or a 
body part which is painful when touched O 
The bruise is still tender. O Her shoulders are 
still tender where she got sunburnt. O A tender 
spot on the abdomen indicates that an organ is 
inflamed. 

tenderness /'tendsnss/ noun a feel of pain 
when touched O Tenderness when pressure is 
applied is a sign of inflammation. 
tendinitis /.tendi'naitis/ noun an inflamma¬ 
tion of a tendon, especially after playing sport, 
and often associated with tenosynovitis 
tendinous /'tendinss/ adjective referring to 
a tendon 

tendo calcaneus /.tendsu kael'keiniss/ 
noun the Achilles tendon, the tendon at the 
back of the ankle which connects the calf mus¬ 
cles to the heel and which acts to pull up the 
heel when the calf muscle is contracted 
tendon /'tendon/ noun a strip of connective 
tissue which attaches a muscle to a bone. Also 
called sinew (note: For other terms referring to 
a tendon, see words beginning with teno-.) 
tendonitis /,tendo'naitis/ noun same as 
tendinitis 

tendon sheath /'tendon Ji:0/ noun a tube of 
membrane which covers and protects a tendon 
tendovaginitis / ( tendouvaed 3 i'naitis/ noun 
an inflammation of a tendon sheath, especially 
in the thumb 

tenesmus /to'nezmos/ noun a condition in 
which someone feels the need to pass faeces, 
or sometimes urine, but is unable to do so and 
experiences pain 

tennis elbow /.terns 'elbou/ noun an inflam¬ 
mation of the tendons of the extensor muscles 
in the hand which are attached to the bone near 
the elbow. Also called lateral epicondylitis 
teno- /tenou/ prefix referring to a tendon 
tenonitis /.tenou'naitis/ noun the inflamma¬ 
tion of a tendon 

Tenon’s capsule /'tiinons .kaspsjuil/ noun 
a tissue which lines the orbit of the eye [After 
Jacques Rene Tenon (1724-1816), French sur¬ 
geon] 

tenoplasty /'tenoplsesti/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to repair a torn tendon 
tenorrhaphy /te'norofi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to stitch pieces of a torn tendon togeth¬ 
er 

tenosynovitis /.tenou.saino'vaitis/ noun a 
painful inflammation of the tendon sheath and 
the tendon inside. Also called peritendinitis 
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tenotomy /ts'nDtami/ noun a surgical opera¬ 
tion to cut through a tendon 
tenovaginitis /.tensu.vasdgi'naitis/ noun 
inflammation of the tendon sheath, especially 
in the thumb 

TENS /tens/ abbreviation a method of treating 
pain by applying electrodes to the skin. Small 
electric currents are passed through sensory 
nerves and the spinal cord. This suppresses the 
transmission of pain signals. O a TENS unit or 
machine Full form transcutaneous electrical 
nerve stimulation 

tense /tens/ adjective 1. {of a muscle) con¬ 
tracted 2. nervous and worried O The patient 
was very tense while she waited for the report 
from the laboratory. 

tension /'tenjon/ noun 1 . the act of stretching 
or the state of being stretched 2. an emotional 
strain or stress 

tension headache /'tenjon ,hedeik/ noun 
a headache all over the head, caused by worry 
and stress 

tension pneumothorax /'tenjon njuimou 
,0o:r£eks/ noun a condition of the pneumotho¬ 
rax in which rupture of the pleura forms an 
opening like a valve, through which air is 
forced during coughing but cannot escape 
tensor /'tenso/ noun a muscle which makes a 
joint stretch out 

tent /tent/ noun a small shelter put over and 
around someone’s bed so that gas or vapour 
can be passed inside 

tentorium cerebelli /ten,to:riom .sero'beli/ 
noun a part of the dura mater which separates 
the cerebellum from the cerebral hemispheres 
tera- /tero/ prefix 10 12 . Symbol T 
terat- /'terot/, terato- /'terotou/ prefix con¬ 
genitally unusual 

teratocarcinoma /.terotoukaisi'noumo/ 
noun a malignant teratoma, usually in the tes¬ 
tes 

teratogen /to'rgetodjen/ noun a substance 
which causes the usual development of an em¬ 
bryo or fetus to be disrupted, e.g. the German 
measles virus 

teratogenesis /.teroto'dgenosis/ noun an 
unusual pattern of development in an embryo 
and fetus 

teratogenic /.teroto'dsenik/ adjective 1. 
having the tendency to produce physical disor¬ 
ders in an embryo or fetus 2. relating to the 
production of physical disorders in an embryo 
or fetus 

teratology /.tero'tolodsi/ noun the study of 
the unhealthy development of embryos and fe¬ 
tuses 

teratoma /.tero'toumo/ noun a tumour, espe¬ 
cially in an ovary or testis, which is formed of 
tissue not usually found in that part of the body 
terbutaline /t3:'bju:toli:n/ noun a drug 
which relaxes muscles, used in the treatment 


of respiratory disorders and to control prema¬ 
ture labour 

teres /'tioriiz/ noun one of two shoulder mus¬ 
cles running from the shoulder blade to the top 
of the humerus. The larger of the two muscles, 
the teres major, makes the arm turn towards 
the inside, and the smaller, the teres minor, 
makes it turn towards the outside, 
terfenadine /t3:'fenodi:n/ noun an antihista¬ 
mine used in the treatment of hay fever and ur¬ 
ticaria 

term /t3im/ noun 1. a limited period of time, 
especially the period from conception to child¬ 
birth, or a point in time determined for an 
event □ she was coming near to term she was 
near the time when she would give birth 2. part 
of a college or school year O The anatomy ex¬ 
ams are at the beginning of the third term. 3. a 
name or word for a particular thing 
terminal /'t3:min(9)l/ adjective 1 . referring to 
the last stage of a fatal illness O The disease is 
in its terminal stages. 2. referring to the end, 
being at the end of something O He is suffering 
from terminal cancer. ■ noun an ending, a part 
at the end of an electrode or nerve 
terminal branch /'t3:min(3)l braintj/ noun 
the end part of a neurone which is linked to a 
muscle. See illustration at neurone in Supple¬ 
ment 

terminale /.tsimi'neili/ + filum terminale 
terminal illness /,t3:min(3)l 'ilnos/nounan 
illness from which someone will soon die 
terminally ill /.tsiminoli 'il/ adjective very ill 
and about to die O She was admitted to a hos¬ 
pice for terminally ill patients or for the termi¬ 
nally ill. 

termination /,t3:mi'neij(9)n/ noun the act 
of ending something □ termination (of preg¬ 
nancy) abortion 

-terol /teml/ suffix used in names of bron- 
chodilators 

tertian /'t3:J(o)n/ adjective referring to a fe¬ 
ver with symptoms which appear every other 
day ■ noun a tertian fever or set of symptoms 
tertian fever /'t3:J(o)n .fiivo/ noun a type of 
malaria where the fever returns every two 
days. i> quartan fever 

tertiary /'t3:Jori/ adjective third, coming after 
secondary and primary 

tertiary bronchi /,t3:Jori 'bropki:/ plural 
noun C> syphilis. Same as segmental bronchi 
tertiary care /,t3:j9ri 'keo/, tertiary health 
care /^i/ori 'hel0 keo/ noun highly special¬ 
ised treatment given in a health care centre, of¬ 
ten using very advanced technology. Compare 
primary care, secondary care 
test /test/ noun a short examination to see if a 
sample is healthy or if part of the body is work¬ 
ing well O He had an eye test this morning. O 
Laboratory tests showed that she was a menin¬ 
gitis carrier. O Tests are being carried out on 
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swabs taken from the operating theatre. □ the 
urine test was positive the examination of the 
urine sample showed the presence of an infec¬ 
tion or a diagnostic substance ■ verb to exam¬ 
ine a sample of tissue to see if it is healthy or 
an organ to see if it is working well O They sent 
the urine sample away for testing. O I must 
have my eyes tested. 
testes /'testiiz/ plural of testis 
testicle /'testik(o)l/ noun same as testis 
testicular /te'stikjulo/ adjective referring to 
the testes O Testicular cancer comprises only 
1% of all malignant neoplasms in the male. 
testicular artery /te.stikjulo 'aitori/ noun 
same as spermatic artery 
testicular hormone /te.stikjulo 'hoimoun/ 
noun testosterone 

testis /'testis/ noun one of two male sex 
glands in the scrotum. See illustration at uro¬ 
genital system (male) in Supplement. Also 
called testicle (note: The plural is testes. For 
other terms referring to the testes, see words be¬ 
ginning with orchi-.) 

comment: The testes produce both spermato¬ 
zoa and the sex hormone, testosterone. Sper¬ 
matozoa are formed in the testes, and passed 
into the epididymis to be stored. From the 
epididymis they pass along the vas deferens 
through the prostate gland which secretes the 
seminal fluid, and are ejaculated through the 
penis. 

test meal /'test mill/ noun a test to check the 
secretion of gastric juices, no longer much 
used 

testosterone /te'stDstoroun/ noun a male 
sex hormone, secreted by the Leydig cells in 
the testes, which causes physical changes, e.g. 
the development of body hair and a deep voice, 
to take place in males as they become sexually 
mature 

test tube /'test t ju:b/ noun a small glass tube 
with a rounded bottom, used in laboratories to 
hold samples of liquids 
test-tube baby /'test tjuib ,beibi/ noun a 
baby conceived through in vitro fertilisation in 
which the mother’s ova are removed from the 
ovaries, fertilised with a man’s spermatozoa in 
a laboratory, and returned to the mother’s uter¬ 
us to continue developing in the usual way 
tetanic /te'tsenik/ adjective referring to teta¬ 
nus 

tetano- /tetonou/ prefix 1 . relating to tetanus 
2. relating to tetany 

tetanus /'tet(3)nos/ noun 1 . the continuous 
contraction of a muscle, under repeated stimuli 
from a motor nerve 2. an infection caused by 
Clostridium tetani in the soil, which affects the 
spinal cord and causes spasms in the muscles 
which occur first in the jaw. Also called lock¬ 
jaw 

comment: People who are liable to infection 
with tetanus, such as farm workers, should be 


immunised against it, and booster injections 
are needed from time to time, 
tetany /'tetoni/ noun spasms of the muscles 
in the feet and hands, caused by a reduction in 
the level of calcium in the blood or by lack of 
carbon dioxide 
tetra- /tetro/ prefix four 
tetracycline /.tetro'saikliin/ noun an antibi¬ 
otic of a group used to treat a wide range of 
bacterial diseases such as chlamydia. Howev¬ 
er, they are deposited in bones and teeth and 
cause a permanent yellow stain in teeth if giv¬ 
en to children. 

comment: Because of its side-effects tetracy¬ 
cline should not be given to children. Many 
bacteria are now resistant to tetracycline, 
tetradactyly /.tetro'dasktili/ noun a congen¬ 
ital condition in which a child has only four 
fingers or toes 

tetralogy of Fallot /te.traslodgi ov 'faelou/ 
noun a disorder of the heart which makes a 
child’s skin blue. Also called Fallot’s tetralo¬ 
gy. 0 Blalock’s operation, Waterston’s opera¬ 
tion 

comment: The condition is formed of four con¬ 
ditions occurring together: the artery leading 
to the lungs is narrow, the right ventricle is en¬ 
larged, there is a disorder in the membrane 
between the ventricles and the aorta is not 
correctly placed. 

tetraplegia /,tetr9'pli:d33/ same as quadri- 
plegia 

textbook /'tekstbuk/ noun a book which is 

used by students O a haematology textbook or 

a textbook on haematology 

textbook case /'tekstbuk keis/ noun a case 

which shows symptoms which are exactly like 

those described in a textbook, a very typical 

case 

thalam- /Gaslom/ prefix same as thalamo- 
(used before vowels) 

thalamencephalon /.Gsebmenkefolon/ 
noun a group of structures in the brain linked 
to the brain stem, formed of the epithalamus, 
hypothalamus and thalamus 
thalamic syndrome /Go'laemik .sindroum/ 
noun a condition in which someone is ex¬ 
tremely sensitive to pain, caused by a disorder 
of the thalamus 

thalamo- /Ggelomou/ prefix referring to the 
thalamus 

thalamocortical tract /,0 aelomou 

,ko:tik(o)l 'traekt/ noun a tract containing 
nerve fibres, running from the thalamus to the 
sensory cortex 

thalamotomy /, Gaels'mDtomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make an incision into the tha¬ 
lamus to treat intractable pain 
thalamus /'Gaelsmss/ noun one of two mass¬ 
es of grey matter situated beneath the cere¬ 
brum where impulses from the sensory neu¬ 
rones are transmitted to the cerebral cortex. 
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See illustration at brain in Supplement (note: 
The plural is thalami.) 

thalassaemia /.Oaelae'siimio/ noun a heredi¬ 
tary disorder of which there are several forms 
caused by an anomalies in the protein compo¬ 
nent of the haemoglobin, leading to severe 
anaemia. It is found especially in people from 
Mediterranean countries, the Middle East and 
East Asia. Also called Cooley’s anaemia 
thalidomide /Oo'lidomaid/ noun a synthetic 
drug given to pregnant women for morning 
sickness in the 1960s which caused babies to 
be bom with stunted limbs. It is now used in 
the treatment of leprosy, 
thallium scan /'Oceliom skasn/ noun a meth¬ 
od of finding out about the blood supply to the 
heart muscle by scanning to see how the radi¬ 
oactive element thallium moves when injected 
into the bloodstream and where it attaches it¬ 
self to the heart wall 

thanatology ^Oaeno'tDlodsi/ noun the study 
of the medical, psychological and sociological 
aspects of death and the ways in which people 
deal with it 

thaw /0o:/ verb to bring something which is 
frozen back to usual temperature 
theatre /'Gioto/ noun t operating theatre 

‘While waiting to go to theatre, parents should be en¬ 
couraged to participate in play with their children’ 
[British Journal of Nursing] 

theatre gown /'Oioto gaun/ noun 1 . a loose 
piece of clothing worn by a person having an 
operation 2. a long green robe worn over other 
clothes by a surgeon or nurse in an operating 
theatre 

theatre nurse /'Gioto n3is/ noun a nurse 
who is specially trained to assist a surgeon dur¬ 
ing an operation 

theca /'Giiko/ noun tissue shaped like a sheath 
thelarche /'Oelaiki/ noun the beginning of 
the process of breast development in young 
women 

thenar /'Gi:no/ adjective referring to the palm 
of the hand ■ noun the palm of the hand. Com¬ 
pare hypothenar 

thenar eminence /.Giinor 'eminons/ noun 
the ball of the thumb, the lump of flesh in the 
palm of the hand below the thumb 
theophylline /Gi'ofiliin/ noun a compound 
made synthetically or extracted from tea 
leaves which helps to widen blood vessels and 
airways, and to stimulate the central nervous 
system and heart. It is used in the treatment of 
breathing disorders. 

theory /'Giori/ noun an argument which ex¬ 
plains a scientific fact 

therapeutic /.Gero'pjuitik/ adjective given 
in order to cure a disorder or disease 

therapeutic abortion /.Geropjuitik o 
'bo:J(o)n/ noun an abortion which is carried 
out because the health of the mother is in dan¬ 
ger 


therapeutic index /,0eropju:tik 'indeks/ 
noun the ratio of the dose of a drug which caus¬ 
es cell damage to the dose of that drug which 
is typically needed to effect a cure, by which 
the safety of the drug is decided 
therapeutic radiographer /.Gero.pjuitik 
.reidi'ogrofo/ noun someone specially trained 
to use X-rays or radioactive isotopes in the 
treatment of patients 

therapeutics /.Oero'pjuitiks/ noun the 
study of various types of treatment and their 
effect on patients 

therapist /'Oeropist/ noun a person specially 
trained to give therapy O an occupational ther¬ 
apist i> psychotherapist 
therapy /'Oeropi/ noun the treatment of a per¬ 
son to help cure a disease or disorder 
therm /03:m/ noun a unit of heat equal to 
100,000 British thermal units or 1.055 x 10 8 
joules 

thermal /'03:m(9)l/ adjective referring to heat 
thermal anaesthesia /,03:m(9)l .asnos 
'Oiizio/ noun the loss of the feeling of heat 
thermo- /03imou/ prefix referring to heat or 
temperature 

thermoanaesthesia /.Osimou.senos 
'Oiizio/ noun a condition in which someone 
cannot tell the difference between hot and cold 
thermocautery /.Osimou'koitori/ noun the 
procedure of removing dead tissue by heat 
thermocoagulation /.Osimoukou.segju 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun the procedure of removing tis¬ 
sue and coagulating blood by heat 
thermogram /'03:mograem/ noun an infra¬ 
red photograph of part of the body 
thermograph /'Osimougraif/ noun a device 
that shows patterns of heat radiated from a 
body, used in diagnosis 
thermography /03:'mDgrofi/ noun a tech¬ 
nique, used especially in screening for breast 
cancer, where part of the body is photographed 
using infrared rays which record the heat given 
off by the skin and show variations in the blood 
circulating beneath the skin 
thermolysis /03:'mDl9sis/ noun a loss of 
body temperature, e.g. by sweating 
thermometer /Oo'mDmito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment for measuring temperature 
thermophilic /.Oaimou'filik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an organism which needs a high tem¬ 
perature to grow 

thermoreceptor /.Osimouri'septo/ noun a 
sensory nerve which registers heat 
thermotaxis ^Gsimou'tasksis/ noun an au¬ 
tomatic regulation of the body’s temperature 
thermotherapy /.Osimou'Oeropi/ noun treat¬ 
ment using heat, e.g. from hot water or infra¬ 
red lamps, to treat conditions such as arthritis 
and bad circulation. Also called heat therapy 
thiamine /'Oaiomiin/, thiamin /'Oaiomin/ 
noun same as Vitamin B 1 
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thicken /'0ikon/ verb 1 . to become wider or 
larger, or cause something to become wider or 
larger O The walls of the arteries thicken under 
deposits of fat. 2. (of liquid) to become more 
dense and viscid and flow less easily O The 
liquid thickens as its cools. 

Thiersch graft /'tioj graift/, Thiersch’s 
graft /'tiojiz graift/ same as split-skin graft 
thigh /0ai/ noun the top part of the leg from 
the knee to the groin 

thighbone /'Baiboun/ noun the femur, the 
bone in the top part of the leg, which joins the 
acetabulum at the hip and the tibia at the knee 
(note: For other terms referring to the thigh, see 

femoral.) 

thin /0in/ adjective 1. not fat O His arms are 
very thin. O She’s getting too thin - she should 
eat more. O He became quite thin after his ill¬ 
ness. 2. not thick O They cut a thin slice of tis¬ 
sue for examination under the microscope. 3. 
referring to blood which is watery (note: thin¬ 
ner - thinnest) 

thiopental sodium /,0aioupent(o)l 
'soudiom/ noun a barbiturate drug used as a 
rapid-acting intravenous general anaesthetic. 
Also called thiopentone 
thiopentone /,0ai9u'pent9un/, thiopentone 
sodium /,0aioupent9un 'soudiom/ noun 
same as thiopental sodium (note: Its chemical 
formula is C 11 H 17 N 2 02SNa.) 
thioridazine /.©aiou'ridoziin/ noun a syn¬ 
thetic compound used as a tranquilliser for 
people who are suffering from a psychosis 
third-degree burn /,03id di.gri: 'b3in/ 
noun a burn in which the skin and the tissues 
beneath it are severely damaged 
third-degree haemorrhoids /03id di'grii/ 
plural noun haemorrhoids which protrude into 
the anus permanently 

third molar /03id 'mauls/ noun one of the 
four molars at the back of the jaw, which only 
appears at about the age of 20 and sometimes 
does not appear at all. Same as wisdom tooth 
thirst /03ist/ noun a feeling of wanting to 
drink O He had a fever and a violent thirst. 
thirsty /'03isti/ adjective wanting to drink O If 
the patient is thirsty, give her a glass of water. 
(note: thirstier - thirstiest) 

Thomas’s splint /'tDmasiz splint/, Tho¬ 
mas splint /'tnmas splint/ noun a metal splint 
used to keep a fractured leg still. It has a pad¬ 
ded ring at the hip attached to rods to which 
bandages are bound and a bar under the foot at 
the lower end. [Described 1875. After Hugh 
Owen Thomas (1834-91), British surgeon and 
bonesetter.] 

thorac- /0oiras/ prefix same as thoraco- ( used 
before vowels) 

thoracectomy /.Ooiro'sektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove one or more ribs 


thready 

thoracentesis /.Goirssen'tiisis/ noun same 

as thoracocentesis 

thoraces /'0oirasiiz/ plural of thorax 
thoracic /0oi'ra2Sik/ adjective referring to the 
chest or thorax 

thoracic aorta /0oi,r£esik ei'oita/ noun part 
of the aorta which crosses the thorax 
thoracic cavity /0oi,raesik 'kasviti/ noun 
the chest cavity, containing the diaphragm, 
heart and lungs 

thoracic duct /001'rsesik dAkt/ noun one of 
the main terminal ducts carrying lymph, on the 
left side of the neck 

thoracic inlet / 0 oi,r 2 esik 'inlat/ noun a 
small opening at the top of the thorax 
thoracic outlet /0oi,r£esik 'autlet/ noun a 
large opening at the bottom of the thorax 

thoracic outlet syndrome /0oi,r£esik 
'autlet .sindroum/ noun same as scalenus 
syndrome 

thoracic vertebrae /0oi,raesik 'v3:tibri:/ 
plural noun the twelve vertebrae in the spine 
behind the chest, to which the ribs are attached 
thoraco- /0oirakau/ prefix relating to the tho¬ 
rax 

thoracocentesis /,0oirakausen'tiisis/ 
noun an operation in which a hollow needle is 
inserted into the pleura to drain fluid 
thoracolumbar /.©oirakau'lAmba/ adjective 
referring to the thoracic and lumbar areas of 
the body 

thoracoplasty /'0oirakaupkesti/ noun a 
surgical operation to cut through the ribs to al¬ 
low the lungs to collapse, formerly a treatment 
for pulmonary tuberculosis 
thoracoscope /'0oirakaskaup/ noun a sur¬ 
gical instrument, like a tube with a light at the 
end, used to examine the inside of the chest 
thoracoscopy /.©oira'koskapi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of the inside of the chest, using a 
thoracoscope 

thoracotomy /.©oira'kDtami/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make a hole in the wall of the 
chest 

thorax /'0oir£eks/ noun the cavity in the top 
part of the front of the body above the abdo¬ 
men, containing the diaphragm, heart and 
lungs, and surrounded by the ribcage 
thread /0red/ noun a thin piece of cotton, su¬ 
ture, etc. O The surgeon used strong thread to 
make the suture. ■ verb to insert a thin piece of 
cotton, suture, etc. through the eye of a needle 
thread vein / '0red vein/ noun a fine vein that 
is visible through the skin 
threadworm /'0redw3im/ noun a thin para¬ 
sitic worm, Enterobius vernicularis, which in¬ 
fests the large intestine and causes itching 
round the anus, t Enterobius. Also called pin- 
worm 

thready /'0redi/ adjective referring to a pulse 
which is very weak and can hardly be felt 
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thready pulse /,0redi 'paIs/ noun a very 
weak pulse which is hard to detect 
threatened abortion /,0ret(o)nd o 
'bo:J(o)n/ noun a possible abortion in the early 
stages of pregnancy, indicated by bleeding 
threonine /'Oriioniin/ noun an essential ami¬ 
no acid 

threshold /'Orejhould/ noun 1. the point at 
which something starts, e.g. where something 
can be perceived by the body or where a drug 
starts to have an effect O She has a low hearing 
threshold. 2. the point at which a sensation is 
strong enough to be sensed by the sensory 
nerves 

‘...if intracranial pressure rises above the treatment 
threshold, it is imperative first to validate the reading 
and then to eliminate any factors exacerbating the 
rise in pressure’ [British Journal of Hospital Medi¬ 
cine] 

thrill /Bril/ noun a vibration which can be felt 
with the hands 

thrive /0raiv/ verb to do well, to live and grow 
strongly 

-thrix /0riks/ suffix relating to a hair 
throat /0rout/ noun 1. the top part of the tube 
which goes down from the mouth to the stom¬ 
ach 2. the front part of the neck below the chin 
□ to clear the throat to give a little cough 
comment: The throat carries both food from 
the mouth and air from the nose and mouth. It 
divides into the oesophagus, which takes food 
to the stomach, and the trachea, which takes 
air into the lungs. 

throb /0rDb/ verb 1. {of the heart) to beat hard¬ 
er and faster than usual, especially from exer¬ 
tion or fear 2. {of a painful part of the body) to 
experience pain which comes and goes regu¬ 
larly O Once the local anaesthetic wore off his 
thumb began to throb. 

throbbing /'0rDbig/ adjective referring to 
pain which comes again and again like a heart 
beat O She has a throbbing pain in her finger. 
O He has a throbbing headache. 
throbbing pain /,0rDbir) 'pern/ noun pain 
which continues in repeated short attacks 
thrombectomy /0rmn'bekt9mi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove a blood clot 
thrombin /'0rDmbin/ noun a substance 
which converts fibrinogen to fibrin and so co¬ 
agulates blood 

thrombo- /0rDmbou/ prefix 1. referring to a 
blood clot 2. referring to thrombosis 
thromboangiitis /^rombou.aendsi'aitis/ 
noun a condition in which the blood vessels 
swell and develop blood clots along their walls 
thromboangiitis obliterans / 
^romboueendsi.aitis ob'htoronz/ noun a 
disease of the arteries in which the blood ves¬ 
sels in a limb, usually the leg, become narrow, 
causing gangrene. Also called Buerger’s dis¬ 
ease 


thromboarteritis /.©rombou.aito'raitis/ 
noun inflammation of an artery caused by 
thrombosis 

thrombocyte /'0rDmbousait/ noun same as 

platelet 

thrombocythaemia /.©rombousai'0i:mio/ 
noun a disease in which someone has an unu¬ 
sually high number of platelets in the blood 
thrombocytopenia /.©rmnbou.saitou 
'piinio/ noun a condition in which someone 
has an unusually low number of platelets in the 
blood 

thrombocytopenic /.©rmnbou.saitou 
'penik/ adjective referring to thrombocytope¬ 
nia 

thrombocytosis /.©rombousai'tousis/ 
noun an increase in the number of platelets in 
someone’s blood 

thrombo-embolic deterrent stocking / 

,0rDmbou em,bDlik di'teront ,stDkir)/ noun 
a support stocking to prevent thrombus forma¬ 
tion following surgery. Abbr TED 
thromboembolism /.©rombou 

'emb9liz(9)m/ noun a condition in which a 
blood clot forms in one part of the body and 
moves through the blood vessels to block an¬ 
other, usually smaller, part 
thromboendarterectomy /.©rDmbou.end 
aito'rektomi/ noun a surgical operation to 
open an artery to remove a blood clot which is 
blocking it 

thromboendarteritis /.©rombou.endaito 
'raitis/ noun inflammation of the inside of an 
artery, caused by thrombosis 
thrombokinase /.©rombou'kaineiz/ noun 
an enzyme which converts prothrombin into 
thrombin, so starting the sequence for coagu¬ 
lation of blood. Also called thromboplastin 
thrombolysis /©rmn'bDlosis/ noun same as 
fibrinolysis 

thrombolytic /0rDmbouTitik/ adjective 

same as fibrinolytic 

thrombophlebitis /.©romboufli'baitis/ 
noun the blocking of a vein by a blood clot, 
sometimes causing inflammation 
thromboplastic /^rombou'pkestik/ adjec¬ 
tive causing or increasing the formation of 
blood clots 

thromboplastin /.©rombou'plcestin/ noun 
same as thrombokinase 
thrombopoiesis /,0rDmb9upoi'i:sis/ noun 
the process by which blood platelets are 
formed 

thrombose /0rDm'bouz/ verb to cause 
thrombosis in a blood vessel, or be affected by 
thrombosis 

thrombosis /©rom'bousis/ noun the block¬ 
ing of an artery or vein by a mass of coagulated 
blood 

thrombus /'brombos/ noun same as blood 
clot 
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throw up /,0roo ‘\p/ verb same as vomit 
( informal) 

thrush /0rAj7 noun an infection of the mouth 
or the vagina with the bacterium Candida albi¬ 
cans 

thumb /0Am/ noun the short thick finger, with 
only two bones, which is separated from the 
other four fingers on the hand 
thumb-sucking /'0Am .SAkig/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of sucking a thumb O Thumb-sucking 
tends to push the teeth forward. 
thym- /0aim/ prefix referring to the thymus 
gland 

thymectomy /0ai'mekt9mi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove the thymus gland 
-thymia /0aimio/ suffix referring to a state of 
mind 

thymic /'0aimik/ adjective referring to the 
thymus gland 

thymine /'0aimi:n/ noun one of the four basic 
chemicals in DNA 

thymitis /0ai'maitis/ noun inflammation of 
the thymus gland 

thymocyte /'©aimousait/ noun a lym¬ 
phocyte formed in the thymus gland 
thymol /'0aimDl/ noun a colourless com¬ 
pound which is made synthetically or extract¬ 
ed from thyme oil, used as an antiseptic 
thymoma /0ai'mourns/ noun a tumour in the 
thymus gland 

thymus /'0aimos/, thymus gland /'0aimos 
glasnd/ noun an endocrine gland in the front 
part of the top of the thorax, behind the breast¬ 
bone 

comment: The thymus gland produces lym¬ 
phocytes and is responsible for developing 
the system of natural immunity in children. It 
grows less active as the person becomes an 
adult. Lymphocytes produced by the thymus 
are known as T-lymphocytes or T-cells. 
thyro- /0airou/ prefix referring to the thyroid 
gland 

thyrocalcitonin /.©airoukselsi'toumn/ 
noun same as calcitonin 
thyrocele /'0airousi:l/ noun swelling of the 
thyroid gland 

thyroglobulin /.©airou'glDbjulin/ noun pro¬ 
tein stored in the thyroid gland which is broken 
down into thyroxine 

thyroglossal /,0airou'glDs(o)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the thyroid gland and the throat 
thyroglossal cyst /,0airouglDs(»l 'sist/ 
noun a cyst in the front of the neck 
thyroid /'0airoid/, thyroid gland noun /'0ail 
raid glaend/ an endocrine gland in the neck, 
which is activated by the pituitary gland and 
secretes a hormone which regulates the body’s 
metabolism ■ adjective referring to the thyroid 
gland 

comment: The thyroid gland needs a supply 
of iodine in order to produce thyroxine. If the 
thyroid gland malfunctions, it can result in 


hyperthyroidism (producing too much thyrox¬ 
ine) leading to goitre, or in hypothyroidism 
(producing too little thyroxine). Hyperthy¬ 
roidism can be treated with carbimazole. 
thyroid cartilage /,0airoid 'ka:tolid 3 / noun 
a large cartilage in the larynx, part of which 
forms the Adam’s apple. See illustration at 
lungs in Supplement 

thyroid depressant /'0airoid di,pres(o)nt/ 
noun a drug which reduces the activity of the 
thyroid gland 

thyroid dysfunction /'0airoid dis 
,fAr)kJ(9)n/ noun malfunction of the thyroid 
gland 

thyroidectomy / ( 0airoi'dektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove all or part of the 
thyroid gland 

thyroid extract /'0airoid ,ekstr£ekt/ noun a 
substance extracted from thyroid glands of an¬ 
imals and used to treat hypothyroidism 
thyroid gland /'0airoid gkend/ noun same 

as thyroid 

thyroid hormone /'0airoid .hoimoun/ noun 
a hormone produced by the thyroid gland 
thyroiditis /,0airoi'daitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the thyroid gland 
thyroid-stimulating hormone /'0airoid 
.stimjuleitir) ,ho:moun/ noun a hormone se¬ 
creted by the pituitary gland which stimulates 
the thyroid gland. Abbr TSH. Also called thy- 
rotrophin 

thyroparathyroidectomy /,0airou,paero 
.©airoi'dektomi/ noun a surgical operation to 
remove the thyroid and parathyroid glands 
thyroplasty /'©airoupkesti/ noun a surgical 
procedure performed on the cartilages of the 
larynx to improve the quality of the voice 
thyrotomy /0ai'rDtomi/ noun a surgical 
opening made in the thyroid cartilage or the 
thyroid gland 

thyrotoxic /,0airou'tDksik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to severe hyperthyroidism 
thyrotoxic crisis /,0airou,tDksik 'kraisis/ 
noun a sudden illness caused by hyperthy¬ 
roidism 

thyrotoxic goitre /,0airou,tDksik 'goito/ 
noun overactivity of the thyroid gland, as in 
hyperthyroidism 

thyrotoxicosis /,0airoutDksTkousis/ noun 

same as hyperthyroidism 

thyrotrophin /^airou'troufin/ noun same as 

thyroid-stimulating hormone (note: The US 
term is thyrotropin.) 

thyrotrophin-releasing hormone / 

.©airou.troufin ri'liisir) ,ho:moun/ noun a 
hormone secreted by the hypothalamus, which 
makes the pituitary gland release thyrotrophin, 
which in turn stimulates the thyroid gland. 
Abbr TRH 

thyroxine /Oai'rokskn/ noun a hormone pro¬ 
duced by the thyroid gland which regulates the 
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body’s metabolism and the conversion of food 
into heat, used in treatment of hypothyroidism 
TIA abbr transient ischaemic attack 
‘...blood pressure control reduces the incidence of 
first stroke and aspirin appears to reduce the risk of 
stroke after TIAs by some 15%’ [British Journal of 
Hospital Medicine ] 

tibia /'tibia/ noun the larger of the two long 
bones in the lower leg between the knee and 
the ankle. Also called shinbone. Compare fib¬ 
ula 

tibial /'tibisl/ adjective referring to the tibia 
tibial artery /'tibial ,a:tari/ noun one of two 
arteries which run down the front and back of 
the lower leg 

tibialis /.tibi'eilis/ noun one of two muscles 
in the lower leg running from the tibia to the 
foot 

tibial torsion /.tibial 'ta:J(a)n/ noun a per¬ 
sistent slight twist in the tibia, caused by a 
cramped position in the uterus. It makes the 
feet of young children point inwards for up to 
a year after they begin to walk on their own, 
but it corrects itself as the leg grows, 
tibio- /tibiau/ prefix referring to the tibia 
tibiofibular /.tibiau'fibjula/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to both the tibia and the fibula 
tic /tik/ noun an involuntary twitch of the mus¬ 
cles usually in the face ( informal ) 
tic douloureux /tik duila'ru:/ noun same as 
trigeminal neuralgia 

tick /tik/ noun a tiny parasite which sucks 
blood from the skin 

tick fever /'tik ,fi:va/ noun an infectious dis¬ 
ease transmitted by bites from ticks 
t.i.d., TID adverb (used on prescriptions) three 
times a day. Full form ter in die 
tidal air /'taid(o)l ,eo/, tidal volume / 
,taid(3)l 'vDljuim/ noun the amount of air that 
passes in and out of the body in breathing 
-tidine /tidiin/ suffix used for antihistamine 
drugs 

tie /tai/ verb to attach a thread with a knot O 
The surgeon quickly tied up the stitches. O The 
nurse had tied the bandage too tight. (NOTE: ty¬ 
ing -tied) 

timolol /'timolol/ noun a beta-blocker used in 
the treatment of migraine, high blood pressure 
and glaucoma 
tinct. abbr tincture 

tincture /'tipktjo/ noun a medicinal sub¬ 
stance dissolved in alcohol 
tincture of iodine /.tirjktjsr av 'aisdirn/ 
noun a weak solution of iodine in alcohol, used 
as an antiseptic 

tinea /'tinia/ noun » ringworm 

tinea barbae /.tinia 'ba:bi:/ noun a fungal 

infection in the beard 

tinea capitis /,tinia ks'paitis/ noun a fungal 
infection on the scalp 


tinea cruris /.tinis 'kruiris/ noun a fungal 
infection of the groin area, especially in hot 
climates 

tinea pedis ./,t rnio 'pedis/ noun same as ath¬ 
lete’s foot 

tingle /'tirjgsl/ verb to have a pricking or 
stinging sensation in a body part 
tingling /'tigglir)/ noun a feeling of pricking 
or stinging in a body part O an unpleasant tin¬ 
gling down her arm ■ adjective pricking or 
stinging O a tingling sensation 
tinnitus /'tinitas/ noun a condition in which 
someone hears a ringing sound in the ears 
COMMENT: Tinnitus can sound like bells, or 
buzzing, or a loud roaring sound. In some cas¬ 
es it is caused by wax blocking the auditory 
canal, but it is also associated with Meniere's 
disease, infections of the middle ear and 
acoustic nerve conditions, 
tipped womb /,tipt 'wuim/ noun US same 
as retroverted uterus 

tired /'taiad/ adjective feeling a need to rest 
tiredness /'taiadnas/ noun the condition of 
being tired 

tired out /,tai3d 'aut/ adjective feeling ex¬ 
tremely tired O She is tired out after the phys¬ 
iotherapy. 

tissue /'tiju:/ noun a group of cells that car¬ 
ries out a specific function (note: For other 
terms referring to tissue, see words beginning 
with hist-, histo-.) 

comment: Most of the body is made up of soft 
tissue, with the exception of the bones and 
cartilage. The main types of body tissue are 
connective, epithelial, muscular and nerve tis¬ 
sue. 

tissue culture /'1 1 J'u: k\ltj’a' noun tissue 
grown in a culture medium in a laboratory 
tissue plasminogen activator /,tiju: 
pltez'minadgan ,aektiveit3/ noun an agent 
given to cause fibrinolysis in blood clots. Abbr 
TPA 

tissue type /'tiju: taip/ noun the immuno¬ 
logical characteristics of a tissue that deter¬ 
mine whether or not it can be successfully 
transplanted into another person 
tissue typing /'tiju: ,taipir)/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of identifying various elements in tissue 
from a donor and comparing them to those of 
the recipient to see if a transplant is likely to be 
rejected 

titanium /tai'teinism/ noun a light metallic 
element which does not corrode (NOTE: The 
chemical symbol is Ti.) 

titration /tai'treijfajn/ noun the process of 
measuring the strength of a solution 
titre /' tilts/ noun a measurement of the quan¬ 
tity of antibodies in a serum 
T-lymphocyte /'ti: .limfssait/ noun a lym¬ 
phocyte formed in the thymus gland. Also 
called T-cell 

TNM classification /.ti: en 'em klsesifi 
,keij(s)n/ noun an internationally agreed 
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standard which is the most widely used means 
for classifying the extent of cancer. T refers to 
the size of the tumour, N to the lymph node in¬ 
volvement and M to the presence or absence of 
metastasis. 

tOCO- /tsuksu/ prefix referring to childbirth 
tocography /tD'kDgrsfi/ noun the process of 
recording the contractions of the uterus during 
childbirth 

tocopherol /tD'kDfsrol/ noun one of a group 
of fat-soluble compounds which make up vita¬ 
min E, found in vegetable oils and leafy green 
vegetables 

toddler’s diarrhoea /,todbz dais'riis/ 
noun a condition in which recurrent loose 
stools are produced, often containing partially 
digested food. It usually occurs in children be¬ 
tween the ages of one and three years. 

Todd’s paralysis /' tDdz ps.raslssis/, Todd’s 
palsy /'tDdz ,po:lzi/ noun a temporary paraly¬ 
sis of part of the body which has been the start¬ 
ing point of focal epilepsy 
toe /tsu/ noun one of the five separate parts at 
the end of the foot. Each toe is formed of three 
bones or phalanges, except the big toe, which 
only has two. 

toenail /'tsuneil/ noun a thin hard growth 
covering the end of a toe 
toileting /'toilstig/ noun the act of helping 
someone to perform the actions of urinating or 
opening their bowels, including helping them 
to do so if they are unable to get out of bed or 
are incontinent 

toilet training /'toilst .treinig/ noun the 
process of teaching a small child to pass urine 
or faeces in a toilet, so that he or she no longer 
requires nappies 

tolbutamide /tDl'bjuitsmaid/ noun a drug 
which lowers blood-glucose levels by stimu¬ 
lating the pancreas to produce more insulin. It 
is used in the treatment of Type II diabetes, 
tolerance /'tDlsrsns/ noun the ability of the 
body to tolerate a substance or an action O He 
has been taking the drug for so long that he 
has developed a tolerance to it. 

‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient de¬ 
partment on grounds of disabling breathlessness, se¬ 
verely limiting exercise tolerance and the perform¬ 
ance of activities of normal daily living’ [Lancet] 
tolerate /'tolsreit/ verb 1 . not to be affected 
by the unpleasant effects of something, espe¬ 
cially not to experience bad effects from being 
exposed to something harmful 2. not to react to 
a drug through having developed a resistance 
to it 

-tome /tsum/ suffix 1 . a cutting instrument 2. 
a segment O a dermatome 
to mo- /tsumsu/ prefix referring to cutting or 
a section 

tomogram /'tsumsgrsem/ noun a picture of 
part of the body taken by tomography 


tomography /ts'mogrsfi/ noun the scanning 
of a particular part of the body using X-rays or 
ultrasound 

-to my /tsmi/ suffix referring to a surgical op¬ 
eration 

tone /tsun/ noun the slightly tense state of a 
healthy muscle when it is not fully relaxed. 
Also called tonicity, tonus 
tongue /tAg/ noun the long muscular organ 
inside the mouth which can move and is used 
for tasting, swallowing and speaking. The top 
surface is covered with papillae, some of 
which contain taste buds. O The doctor told 
him to stick out his tongue and say ‘Ah ’. Also 
called glossa (note: For other terms referring to 
the tongue, see lingual and words beginning 
with gloss-, glosso-.) 

tongue depressor /'tAg depress/ noun an 
instrument, usually a thin piece of wood, used 
by a doctor to hold someone’s tongue down 
while the throat is being examined 
tongue-tie /'tAg tai / noun the condition of 
being unable to move your tongue with the 
usual amount of freedom, because the small 
membrane which attaches the tongue to the 
floor of the mouth is unusually short 
tonic /'tonik/ adjective referring to a muscle 
which is contracted ■ noun a substance which 
improves the someone’s general health or 
which makes a tired person more energetic O 
He is taking a course of iron tonic tablets. O 
She asked the doctor to prescribe a tonic for 
her anaemia. 

tonicity /tsu'msiti/ noun same as tone 
to no- /tsunsu/ prefix referring to pressure 
tonography /tsu'nogrsfi/ noun a measure¬ 
ment of the pressure inside an eyeball 
tonometer /tsu'nomits/ noun an instrument 
which measures the pressure inside an organ, 
especially the eye 

tonometry /tsu'nomstri/ noun a measure¬ 
ment of pressure inside an organ, especially 
the eye 

tonsil /'tDns(s)l/ noun an area of lymphoid 
tissue at the back of the throat in which lymph 
circulates and protects the body against germs 
entering through the mouth. Also called pala¬ 
tine tonsil 

comment: The tonsils are larger in children 

than in adults, and are more liable to infection. 

When infected, the tonsils become enlarged 

and can interfere with breathing, 
tonsillar /'tonsils/ adjective referring to the 
tonsils 

tonsillectomy /.tDnsi'lektsmi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove the tonsils 
tonsillitis /.tDnsi'laitis/ noun inflammation 
of the tonsils 

tonsillotome /tDn'silstsum/ noun a surgical 
instrument used in cutting into or removing the 
tonsils 
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tonsillotomy /^Dnsi'krtami/ noun a surgical 
operation to make a cut into the tonsils 
tonus /'toonos/ noun same as tone 
tooth /tu :0/ noun one of a set of bones in the 
mouth which are used to chew food (note: The 
plural is teeth. For other terms relating to the 
teeth, see words beginning with dent-.) 
comment: A tooth is formed of a soft core of 
pulp, covered with a layer of hard dentine. The 
top part of the tooth, the crown, which can be 
seen above the gum, is covered with hard 
shiny enamel which is very hard-wearing. The 
lower part of the tooth, the root, which attach¬ 
es the tooth to the jaw, is covered with ce¬ 
ment, also a hard substance, but which is 
slightly rough and holds the periodontal mem¬ 
brane which links the tooth to the jaw. The 
milk teeth in a child appear over the first two 
years of childhood and consist of incisors, ca¬ 
nines and molars. The permanent teeth which 
replace them are formed of eight incisors, four 
canines, eight premolars and twelve molars. 
The last four molars (the third molars or wis¬ 
dom teeth), are not always present, and do 
not appear much before the age of twenty. 
Permanent teeth start to appear about the age 
of five to six. The order of eruption of the per¬ 
manent teeth is: first molars, incisors, premo¬ 
lars, canines, second molars, wisdom teeth. 

toothache /'tu:0eik/ noun a pain in a tooth. 
Also called odontalgia 

topagnosis /.toupo'gnousis/ noun an ina¬ 
bility to tell which part of your body has been 
touched, caused by a disorder of the brain 
tophus /'toufos/ noun a deposit of solid crys¬ 
tals in the skin or in the joints, especially in 
someone with gout (note: The plural is tophi.) 
topical /'tDpik(9)l/ adjective referring to a 
specific area of the external surface of the 
body O suitable for topical application 
‘...one of the most common routes of neonatal poi¬ 
soning is percutaneous absorption following topical 
administration’ [Southern Medical Journal ] 
topical drug /'tDpik(o)l drAg/ noun a drug 
which is applied to a specific external part of 
the body only 

topically /'tDpikli/ adverb by putting on a 
specific external part of the body only O The 
cream is applied topically. 
topo- /tDpo/ prefix a place or region 
topographical /.tDpo'grasfikCojl/ adjective 
referring to topography 
topography /to'pogrofi/ noun the descrip¬ 
tion of each particular part of the body 
tormina /'toimino/ noun same as colic 
torpid /'torpid/ adjective describing a part of 
the body that has lost the ability to move or 
feel 

torpor /'toipo/ noun a condition in which 
someone seems sleepy or slow to react 
torsion /'to:J(o)n/ noun 1 . the twisting of 
something, or a twisted state 2. the stress 
placed on an object which has been twisted 


torso /'toisou/ noun the main part of the body, 
not including the arms, legs and head. Also 
called trunk 

torticollis /.toiti'kolis/ noun a condition of 
the neck, where the head is twisted to one side 
by contraction of the sternocleidomastoid 
muscle. Also called wry neck 
total /'tout(o)l/ adjective 1. complete O He 
has total paralysis of the lower part of the 
body. 2. throughout the whole body 
total body irradiation /,tout(»l ,bDdi i 
,reidi'eiJ(o)n/ noun treating the whole body 
with radiation 

total deafness /,tout(o)l 'defnos/ noun be¬ 
ing unable to hear any sound at all. i> hearing 
loss 

total hip arthroplasty /,tout(o)l hip 
,a:0rouplaesti/, total hip replacement / 

,tout(o)l 'hip ri.pleismont/ noun the replace¬ 
ment of both the head of the femur and the 
acetabulum with an artificial joint 
total hysterectomy /,t3ut(o)l ,histo 
'rektomi/ noun the surgical removal of the 
whole uterus 

total pancreatectomy /,tout(o)l ,paer)krio 
'tektomi/ noun the surgical removal of the 
whole pancreas together with part of the duo¬ 
denum. Also called Whipple’s operation 
total recall /,tout(o)l ri'koil/ noun the fact of 
being able to remember something in com¬ 
plete detail 

touch /tAtJV noun one of the five senses, 
where sensations are felt by part of the skin, 
especially by the fingers and lips 
comment: Touch is sensed by receptors in the 
skin which send impulses back to the brain. 
The touch receptors can tell the difference be¬ 
tween hot and cold, hard and soft, wet and 
dry, and rough and smooth, 
tough /tAf/ adjective unable to break or tear 
easily O The meninges are covered by a layer 
of tough tissue, the dura mater. 

Tourette’s syndrome /tui'rets ,sin 
droum/, Tourette syndrome /tui'ret ,sin 
droum/ noun a condition which includes in¬ 
voluntary movements, tics, use of foul lan¬ 
guage and respiratory disorders. Also called 
Gilles de la Tourette Syndrome 
tourniquet /'toimkei/ noun an instrument or 
tight bandage wrapped round a limb to con¬ 
strict an artery, so reducing the flow of blood 
and stopping bleeding from a wound 
tox- /tDks/ prefix same as toxo- ( used before 
vowels) 

toxaemia /tDk'siimio/ noun the presence of 
poisonous substances in the blood. C> blood 
poisoning (note: The US spelling is toxemia.) 
toxaemia of pregnancy /tDk.siimio ov 
'pregnonsi/ noun a condition which can affect 
women towards the end of pregnancy, in which 
they develop high blood pressure and pass pro¬ 
tein in the urine 
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toxic /'toksik/ adjective poisonous 
toxic goitre /.toksik 'goito/ noun a type of 
goitre due to hyperthyroidism in which the 
limbs tremble and the eyes protrude 
toxicity /tok'sisiti/ noun 1. the degree to 
which a substance is poisonous or harmful 2. 
the amount of poisonous or harmful material 
in a substance 

toxico- /tDksikou/ prefix referring to poison 
toxicogenic /,tDksik9u'd3enik/ adjective 
same as toxigenic 

toxicologist / l tDksi l kDlod 3 ist/ noun a sci¬ 
entist who specialises in the study of poisons 
toxicology /,tDksi'kDl3d3i/ noun the scien¬ 
tific study of poisons and their effects on the 
human body 

toxicosis /.toksi'kousis/ noun poisoning 
toxic shock syndrome /,toksik 'Jbk ,sini 
droum/ noun a serious condition caused by a 
staphylococcus infection of the skin or soft tis¬ 
sue. Its symptoms include vomiting, high fe¬ 
ver, faintness, muscle aches, a rash and confu¬ 
sion. Abbr TSS 

toxigenic /,tDksi'd 3 emk/ adjective caused or 
produced by a toxin. Also called toxicogenic 
toxin /'tDksin/ noun a poisonous substance 
produced in the body by microorganisms, and 
which, if injected into an animal, stimulates 
the production of antitoxins 
toxo- /tDksou/ prefix referring to poison 
toxocariasis /^oksoko'raiosis/ noun the in¬ 
festation of the intestine with worms from a 
dog or cat. Also called visceral larva migrans 
toxoid /'tDksoid/ noun a toxin which has 
been treated and is no longer poisonous, but 
which can still provoke the formation of anti¬ 
bodies. Toxoids are used as vaccines, and are 
injected into a patient to give immunity against 
specific diseases. 

toxoid-antitoxin /.tDksoid .Eenti'tDksin/ 
noun a mixture of a toxoid and an antitoxin, 
used as a vaccine 

toxoplasmosis /.toksouplasz'mousis/ 
noun a disease caused by the parasite Toxo¬ 
plasma which is carried by animals. Toxoplas¬ 
mosis can cause encephalitis or hydrocephalus 
and can be fatal. 

TPA abbr tissue plasminogen activator 
trabecula /tro'bekjulo/ noun a thin strip of 
stiff tissue which divides an organ or bone tis¬ 
sue into sections (note: The plural is trabecu¬ 
lae.) 

trabeculectomy /tro.bekju'lektomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to treat glaucoma by cut¬ 
ting a channel through trabeculae to link with 
Schlemm’s canal 

trace /treis/ noun a very small amount O 
There are traces of the drug in the blood sam¬ 
ple. O The doctor found traces of alcohol in 
the patient's urine. ■ verb to find someone or 
something that you are looking for 


trace element /'treis .elimont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which is essential to the human body, 
but only in very small quantities 
comment: The trace elements are cobalt, 
chromium, copper, magnesium, manganese, 
molybdenum, selenium and zinc, 
tracer /'treiso/ noun a substance, often a radi¬ 
oactive one, injected into a substance in the 
body, so that doctors can follow its passage 
round the body 

trache- /treiki/ prefix same as tracheo- (note: 
used before vowels) 

trachea /tro'kiio/ noun the main air passage 
which runs from the larynx to the lungs, where 
it divides into the two main bronchi. It is about 
10 cm long, and is formed of rings of cartilage 
and connective tissue. See illustration at lungs 
in Supplement. Also called windpipe 
tracheal /tro'kiiol/ adjective referring to the 
trachea 

tracheal tugging /tro.kiiol 'tAgirj/ noun the 
feeling that something is pulling on the wind¬ 
pipe when the person breathes in, a symptom 
of aneurysm 

tracheitis /.treiki'aitis/ noun inflammation 
of the trachea due to an infection 
trachelorrhaphy /^reiki'lDrofi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to repair tears in the cervix of 
the uterus 

tracheo- /treikiou/ prefix relating to the tra¬ 
chea 

tracheobronchial /.treikiou'brorjkiol/ ad¬ 
jective referring to both the trachea and the 
bronchi 

tracheobronchitis /.treikioubrDrj'kaitis/ 
noun inflammation of both the trachea and the 
bronchi 

tracheo-oesophogeal /.treikiou i:,sDfo 
'd 3 iiol/ adjective referring to both the trachea 
and the oesophagus 

tracheostomy /drseki'Dstomi/, tracheoto¬ 
my /.traeki'otomi/ noun a surgical operation to 
make a hole through the throat into the wind¬ 
pipe, so as to allow air to get to the lungs in 
cases where the trachea is blocked, as in pneu¬ 
monia, poliomyelitis or diphtheria 
comment: After the operation, a tube is insert¬ 
ed into the hole to keep it open. The tube may 
be permanent if it is to bypass an obstruction, 
but can be removed if the condition improves, 
trachoma /tro'koumo/ noun a contagious vi¬ 
ral inflammation of the eyelids, common in 
tropical countries, which can cause blindness 
if the conjunctiva becomes scarred 
tract /traskt/ noun 1 . a series of organs or 
tubes which allow something to pass from one 
part of the body to another 2. a series or bundle 
of nerve fibres connecting two areas of the 
nervous system and transmitting nervous im¬ 
pulses in one or in both directions 
‘GI fistulae are frequently associated with infection 
because the effluent contains bowel organisms 
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which initially contaminate the fistula tract’ 
[Nursing Times ] 

traction /'traskjon/ noun a procedure that 
consists of using a pulling force to straighten a 
broken or deformed limb O The patient was in 
traction for two weeks. 
comment: A system of weights and pulleys is 
fixed over the patient’s bed so that the limb 
can be pulled hard enough to counteract the 
tendency of the muscles to contract and pull it 
back to its original position. Traction can also 
be used for slipped discs and other disloca¬ 
tions. Other forms of traction include frames 
attached to the body. 

tractotomy /traek'tDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to cut the nerve pathway taking sen¬ 
sations of pain to the brain, as a treatment for 
severe pain that is hard to control 
tragus /'treigos/ noun a piece of cartilage in 
the outer ear which projects forward over the 
entrance to the auditory canal 
training /'treinir)/ noun the process of edu¬ 
cating by giving instruction and the opportuni¬ 
ty to practise 

trait /treit/ noun 1. a typical characteristic of 
someone 2. a genetically controlled character¬ 
istic 

trance /trains/ noun a condition in which a 
person is in a dream, but not asleep, and seems 
not to be aware of what is happening round 
him or her O a hypnotic trance 
tranexamic acid /.trasnek.sasmik 'sesid/ 
noun a drug used to control severe bleeding 
tranquilliser /'traerjkwilaizo/, tranquillizer, 
tranquillising drug /'trcegkwilaizig drAg/ 
noun an antipsychotic, anxiolytic or hypnotic 
drug which relieves someone’s anxiety and 
calms him or her down ( informal) O She’s tak¬ 
ing tranquillisers to calm her nerves. O He’s 
been on tranquillisers ever since he started his 
new job. 

trans- /trains/ prefix through or across 
transaminase /trasn'scemineiz/ noun an en¬ 
zyme involved in the transamination of amino 
acids 

transamination /trains, semi'neiJ(o)n/ 

noun the process by which amino acids are me¬ 
tabolised in the liver 

transcendental meditation /.treensen 
,dent(o)l .medi'teiJXojn/ noun a type of med¬ 
itation in which the same words or sounds are 
repeated silently 

transcription /trasn'skripjon/ noun 1. the 
act of copying something written, or of putting 
something spoken into written form 2. the first 
step in carrying out genetic instructions in liv¬ 
ing cells, in which the genetic code is trans¬ 
ferred from DNA to molecules of messenger 
RNA, which then direct protein manufacture 
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimula¬ 
tion /.traenskjui.teinios i,lektrik(9)l 'n3iv 
stimju.leiJXojn/ noun full form of TENS 


transderm a I /tr£enz'd3im(9)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to a drug which is released through the 
skin 

transdermal patch /tr2enz,d3im(o)l 'paetj7 
noun a patch containing medication applied to 
the skin and releasing its contents into the 
body over a period of time 
transdiaphragmatic approach /trsenz 
.daiofraeg^aetik o'proutJV noun an opera¬ 
tion carried out through the diaphragm 
transection /traen'sekJ(o)n/ noun 1. the act 
of cutting across part of the body 2. a sample 
of tissue which has been taken by cutting 
across a part of the body 
transfer /trains'1:3:/ verb to pass from one 
place to another, or cause someone or some¬ 
thing to pass from one place to another O The 
hospital records have been transferred to the 
computer. O The patient was transferred to a 
special burns unit. 

transference /'trcensf(9)rons/ noun (in psy¬ 
chiatry) a condition in which someone trans¬ 
fers to the psychoanalyst the characteristics 
belonging to a strong character from his or her 
past such as a parent, and reacts as if the ana¬ 
lyst were that person 

transferrin /traens'ferin/ noun a substance 
found in the blood, which carries iron in the 
bloodstream. Also called siderophilin 
transfer RNA /,tr£ensf3i ,a:r en 'ei/ noun 
RNA which attaches amino acids to protein 
chains being made at ribosomes 
transfix /trains'fiks/ verb to cut through a 
part of the body completely, e.g. when ampu¬ 
tating a limb 

transfusion /traens'fjui3(9)n/ noun the pro¬ 
cedure of transferring blood or saline fluids 
from a container into a someone’s bloodstream 
transient /'trsenziont/ adjective not lasting 
long 

transient ischaemic attack /.traenziont i 
'skiimik o.taek/ noun a mild stroke caused by 
a brief stoppage of blood supply to the brain. 
Abbr TIA 

transillumination /.trasnsi.luimi'neiJXojn/ 
noun an examination of an organ by shining a 
bright light through it 

transitional /traen'ziJXojnol/ adjective in the 
process of developing into something 

transitional epithelium /traen.ziJXojnol 
epi'Giiliom/ noun a type of epithelium found 
in the urethra 

translation /traens'leiJ(o)n/ noun 1. the act 
of putting something written or spoken in one 
language into words of a different language 2. 
the process by which information in messen¬ 
ger RNA controls the sequence of amino acids 
assembled by a ribosome during protein syn¬ 
thesis 

translocation /.traenslou'keiJXojn/ noun 
the movement of part of a chromosome to an- 



other part of the same chromosome or to a dif¬ 
ferent chromosome pair, leading to genetic 
disorders 

translucent /trams'lu:s(o)nt/ adjective al¬ 
lowing light to pass through, but not enough to 
allow objects on the other side to be clearly 
distinguished 

translumbar /trams'lAmbo/ adjective 
through the lumbar region 
transmigration /,tramzmai'grei/(3)n/ 
noun the movement of a cell through a mem¬ 
brane 

transmission-based precautions /trams 
,miJ(o)n beist pri'ko:J(3)nz/ plural noun the 
most recent set of guidelines for health care 
workers on dealing with highly infectious dis¬ 
eases, to be used in addition to the Standard 
Precautions. There are three categories: Air¬ 
borne Precautions, Droplet Precautions and 
Contact Precautions, sometimes used in com¬ 
bination for diseases which can be transmitted 
in various ways. 

transmit /tramz'mit/ verb to pass something 
such as a message or a disease O Impulses are 
transmitted along the neural pathways. O The 
disease is transmitted by lice. 
transparent /trams'paeront/ adjective able 
to be seen through O The cornea is a transpar¬ 
ent tissue on the front of the eye. 
transplacental / l traensplo l sent(3)l/ adjec¬ 
tive through the placenta 
transplant noun /'tramsplaint/ 1. a proce¬ 
dure which involves taking an organ such as 
the heart or kidney, or tissue such as skin, and 
grafting it into someone to replace an organ or 
tissue which is diseased or not functioning 
properly O She had a heart-lung transplant. 2. 
the organ or tissue which is grafted O The kid¬ 
ney transplant was rejected. ■ verb /trams 
'plaint/ to graft an organ or tissue onto or into 
someone to replace an organ or tissue which is 
diseased or not functioning correctly 
transplantation /.tramsplain'teiJXojn/ 
noun the act of transplanting something 
‘...bone marrow transplantation has the added com¬ 
plication of graft-versus-host disease’ [Hospital Up¬ 
date ] 

transport /trams'poit/ verb to carry some¬ 
one or something to another place O Arterial 
blood transports oxygen to the tissues. 
transposition /.traenspo'ziJXojn/ noun a 
congenital condition where the aorta and pul¬ 
monary artery are placed on the opposite side 
of the body to their usual position 
transpyloric plane /.traenspai.lDrik 
'plein/ noun a plane at right angles to the sag¬ 
ittal plane, passing midway between the su¬ 
prasternal notch and the symphysis pubis. See 
illustration at anatomical terms in Supple¬ 
ment 

transrectal /trams'rekt(o)l/ adjective 

through the rectum 
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transsexual /tramz'sekjuol/ adjective feel- 
' ing uncomfortable with the birth gender ■ 
noun a person, especially a man, who feels un¬ 
comfortable with their birth gender 

> transsexualism /tramz'sekju9liz(3)m/ 

’ noun a condition in which a person, especially 

a man, feels uncomfortable with their birth 
? gender 

transtubercular plane /.tramstju 
1 ,b3ikjulo 'plein/ noun an imaginary horizon¬ 

tal line drawn across the lower abdomen at the 
level of the projecting parts of the iliac bones. 

> See illustration at anatomical terms in Sup- 
t plement. Also called intertubercular plane 

* transudate /'tramsjuideit/ noun a fluid 
which passes through the pores of a mem- 

l brane. It contains less protein or solid material 
than an exudate. 

* transudation /,tramsju:'deij*(9)n/ noun the 
. process of passing a fluid from the body’s cells 

through the pores of a membrane 
transuretero-ureterostomy /trams 
’ Juoritorou Juorito'rDStomi/ noun a surgical 

operation in which both ureters are brought to 
the same side in the abdomen, because one is 
damaged or obstructed 

transurethral /.tramsju'riiBrol/ adjective 
through the urethra 

transurethral prostatectomy /.traensju 
.riiOrol prDSto'tektomi/, transurethral re¬ 
section /,tramsju.riiGrol ri'sekjon/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove the prostate 
I gland, where the operation is carried out 

through the urethra. Abbr TUR. Also called re- 
r section of the prostate 

’ transvaginal /.tramsvo'dsainCo)!/ adjective 

across or through the vagina 
» transverse /tramz'v3is/ adjective across, at 
) right angles to an organ 

5 transverse arch /,tramz'v3:s aitJV noun 

same as metatarsal arch 

1 transverse colon /,tramzv3is 'koukm/ 

noun the second section of the colon which 
crosses the body below the stomach. See illus¬ 
tration at digestive system in Supplement 
transverse fracture /,tramzv3is 'fraektjo/ 
l noun a fracture where the bone is broken 
straight across 

t transverse lie /,tramzv3is 'lai/ noun the po¬ 
sition of a fetus across the body of the mother 
j transverse plane /,tramzv3is 'plein/ noun 

a plane at right angles to the sagittal plane, run- 
: ning horizontally across the body. See illustra¬ 

tion at anatomical terms in Supplement 
transverse presentation /,tramzv3is 
“ ,prez(3)n'teij(3)n/ noun a position of the 

baby in the uterus, where the baby’s side will 
appear first, usually requiring urgent manipu- 
? lation or caesarean section to prevent compli¬ 
cations 
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transverse process /.trsenzvsis 'prouses/ 
noun the part of a vertebra which protrudes at 
the side 

transvesical prostatectomy /trams 
,vesik(o)l prDSto'tektomi/ noun an operation 
to remove the prostate gland, carried out 
through the bladder 

transvestism /tr£enz'vestiz(o)m/ noun the 
condition of liking to dress and behave as a 
member of the opposite sex 
transvestite /tramz'vestait/ noun a person 
who dresses and behaves as a member of the 
opposite sex 

trapezium /tro'piiziom/ noun one of the 
eight small carpal bones in the wrist, below the 
thumb. See illustration at hand in Supplement 
(note: The plural is trapeziums or trapezia.) 
trapezius /tro'piizios/ noun a triangular 
muscle in the upper part of the back and the 
neck, which moves the shoulder blade and 
pulls the head back 

trapezoid /'traspizoid/, trapezoid bone / 

'traepizoid boun/ noun one of the eight small 
carpal bones in the wrist, below the first finger. 
See illustration at hand in Supplement 
trauma /'troimo/ noun 1 . a wound or injury 2. 
a very frightening or distressing experience 
which gives a person a severe emotional shock 
trauma centre /'troimo ,sento/ noun a hos¬ 
pital or a department in a hospital that treats 
people who have complex, life-threatening in¬ 
juries 

traumatic /troi'maetik/ adjective 1 . caused 
by an injury 2. extremely frightening, distress¬ 
ing or shocking 

traumatic fever /tro:,maetik 'fiivo/ noun a 
fever caused by an injury 
traumatic pneumothorax /troi.maetik 
nju:mou'0o:r£eks/ noun pneumothorax which 
results from damage to the lung surface or to 
the wall of the chest, allowing air to leak into 
the space between the pleurae 
traumatology /.troimo'tDlodsi/ noun a 
branch of surgery which deals with injuries re¬ 
ceived in accidents 

traveller’s diarrhoea /,traev(o)l9z daio 
'riio/ noun diarrhoea that affects people who 
travel to foreign countries and which is due to 
contact with a different type of E. coli from the 
one they are used to. ( informal) 
travel sickness /'tr£ev(o)l .siknos/ noun 
same as motion sickness 
trazodone /'treezodoun/ noun an antidepres¬ 
sant drug which has a strong sedative effect, 
used in the treatment of depressive disorders 
accompanied by insomnia 
Treacher Collins syndrome /.triitjo 
'knlinz .sindroum/ noun a hereditary disorder 
in which the lower jaw, the cheek bones, and 
the ear are not fully developed 


treat /tri:t/ verb to use medical methods to 
cure a disease or help a sick or injured person 
to recover O She has been treated with a new 
antibiotic. O She’s being treated by a special¬ 
ist for heart disease. 

treatment /'triitmont/ noun 1 . actions taken 
to look after sick or injured people or to cure 
disease O He is receiving treatment for a 
slipped disc. 2. a particular way of looking af¬ 
ter a sick or injured person or trying to cure a 
disease O cortisone treatment O This is a new 
treatment for heart disease. 
trematode /'tremotoud/ noun a parasitic 
flatworm 

tremble /'trembol/ verb to shake or shiver 
slightly 

trembling /'tremblig/ noun rapid small 
movements of a limb or muscles O Trembling 
of the hands is a symptom of Parkinson 9 s dis¬ 
ease. 

tremens /'triimenz/* delirium tremens 

tremor /'tremo/ noun slight involuntary 
movements of a limb or muscle 
trench fever /'trenj ,fi:vo/ noun a fever 
caused by Rickettsia bacteria, similar to ty¬ 
phus but recurring every five days 
trench foot /.trentj 'fut/ noun a condition, 
caused by exposure to cold and damp, in 
which the skin of the foot becomes red and 
blistered and in severe cases turns black when 
gangrene sets in. Also called immersion foot 
(note: Trench foot was common among soldiers 
serving in the trenches during the First World 
War.) 

trench mouth /.trentj 'mauO/ noun t gingi¬ 
vitis 

Trendelenburg’s operation /tren 
'delonb3:gz Dpo,reiJ(9)n/ noun an operation 
to tie a saphenous vein in the groin before re¬ 
moving varicose veins [After Friedrich Trendel- 
burg (1844-1924), German surgeon] 
Trendelenburg’s position /tren 
'delonb3:gz po.ziJXojn/, Trendelenburg po¬ 
sition /tren'delonb3:g po.ziJXojn/ noun a po¬ 
sition in which someone lies on a sloping bed, 
with the head lower than the feet, and the 
knees bent. It is used in surgical operations to 
the pelvis and for people who have shock. 
Trendelenburg’s sign /tren'delonb3:gz 
sain/ noun a symptom of congenital disloca¬ 
tion of the hip, where the person’s pelvis is 
lower on the opposite side to the dislocation 
trephination /.trifi'neiJXojn/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation which consists of removing a 
small part of the skull with a trephine in order 
to perform surgery on the brain 
trephine /tri'fiin/ noun a surgical instrument 
for making a round hole in the skull or for re¬ 
moving a round piece of tissue 
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Treponema /.treps'niima/ noun a genus of 
bacteria which cause diseases such as syphilis 
or yaws 

treponematosis /.treponiimo'tousis/ noun 
an infection by the bacterium Treponema 
pertenue. i> yaws 

TRH abbr thyrotrophin-releasing hormone 
triad /'traised/ noun three organs or three 
symptoms which are linked together in a group 
triage /'tri:a: 3 / noun the system in which a 
doctor or nurse sees patients briefly in order to 
decide who should be treated first 
trial /'traioly noun a process of testing some¬ 
thing such as a drug or treatment to see how ef¬ 
fective it is, especially before allowing it to be 
used generally O clinical trials O a six-month 
trial period O We ’re supplying it on a trial ba¬ 
sis. ■ verb to test something as part of a trial 
triamcinolone /.traisem'sinoloun/ noun a 
synthetic corticosteroid drug used in the treat¬ 
ment of skin, mouth and joint inflammations 
triangle /'traiasggol/ noun 1 . a flat shape 
which has three sides 2. part of the body with 
three sides 

triangular /trai'serjgjulo/ adjective with 
three sides 

triangular bandage /trai.aeggjub 
'baendid 3 / noun a bandage made of a triangle 
of cloth, used to make a sling for the arm 
triceps /'traiseps/ noun a muscle formed of 
three parts, which are joined to form one ten¬ 
don 

triceps brachii /.traiseps 'breikiii/ noun a 

muscle in the back part of the upper arm which 

makes the forearm stretch out 

trich- /trik/ prefix same as tricho- ( used before 

vowels) 

trichiasis /tri'kaiosis/ noun a painful condi¬ 
tion in which the eyelashes grow in towards 
the eye and scratch the eyeball 
trichinosis /.triki'nousis/, trichiniasis / 
.triki'naiosis/ noun a disease caused by infes¬ 
tation of the intestine by larvae of roundworms 
or nematodes, which pass round the body in 
the bloodstream and settle in muscles 
comment: The larvae enter the body in meat, 
especially pork, which has not been properly 
cooked. 

tricho- /trikou/ prefix 1 . referring to hair 2. 
like hair 

Trichocephalus /.triko'sefolos/ noun same 

as Trichuris 

trichology /tri'kDlod 3 i/ noun the study of 
hair and the diseases which affect it 
Trichomonas /.triko'mounos/ noun a spe¬ 
cies of long thin parasite which infests the in¬ 
testines 

Trichomonas vaginalis /triko.mounos 
V£ed3i'neilis/ noun a parasite which infests 
the vagina and causes an irritating discharge 


trichomoniasis /.trikoumo'naiosis/ noun 
infestation of the intestine or vagina with Tri¬ 
chomonas 

trichomycosis /.trikoumai'kousis/ noun a 
disease of the hair caused by a corynebacteri- 
um 

Trichophyton /trai'kofitDn/ noun a fungus 
which affects the skin, hair and nails 
trichophytosis /.trikoufai'tousis/ noun an 
infection caused by Trichophyton 
trichosis /trai'kousis/ noun any unusual 
condition of the hair 

trichotillomania /.trikoutibu'memio/ 
noun a condition in which a person pulls his or 
her hair out compulsively 
trichromatism /trai'kr9um9tiz(9)m/ noun 
vision which allows the difference between the 
three primary colours to be seen. Compare di¬ 
chromatism, monochromatism 
trichrome stain /'traikroum .stein/ noun a 
stain in three colours used in histology 
trichuriasis /.trikju'raiosis/ noun an infes¬ 
tation of the intestine with whipworms 
Trichuris /tri'kjuoris/ noun a thin round par¬ 
asitic worm which infests the caecum. Also 
called whipworm 

tricuspid /trai'kAspid/ noun something 
which has three cusps, e.g. a tooth or leaf ■ ad¬ 
jective 1 . having three cusps or points 2. refer¬ 
ring to a tricuspid valve or tooth 
tricuspid valve /trai'kAspid vaslv/ noun an 
inlet valve with three cusps between the right 
atrium and the right ventricle in the heart. See 
illustration at heart in Supplement 
tricyclic antidepressant /trai.saiklik 
.sentidi'presCojnt/, tricyclic antidepressant 
drug /trai.saiklik , 2 entidTpres(o)nt drAg/ 
noun a drug used to treat depression and panic 
disorder, e.g. amitriptyline and nortriptyline 
comment: Antimuscarinic and cardiac side-ef¬ 
fects can occur; rapid withdrawal should be 
avoided. 

tridactyly /trai 1 daektili/ noun the condition 
of having only three fingers or toes 
trifocal lenses /trai,f9uk(o)l Tenziz/, trifo¬ 
cal glasses /trai,f9uk(o)l 'glaisiz/, trifocals 
/trai'f9uk(o)lz/ plural noun spectacles which 
have three lenses combined in one piece of 
glass to give clear vision over different dis¬ 
tances. i> bifocal 

trigeminal /trai'd3emin(3)l/ adjective in 
three parts 

trigeminal ganglion /trai,d 3 emm(o)l 
'gasrjglbn/ noun a sensory ganglion contain¬ 
ing the cells of origin of the sensory fibres in 
the fifth cranial nerve. Also called Gasserian 
ganglion 

trigeminal nerve /trai'd3emin(o)l n3iv/ 
noun the fifth cranial nerve, formed of the oph¬ 
thalmic nerve, the maxillary nerve and the 
mandibular nerve, which controls the sensory 
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nerves in the forehead, face and chin, and the 
muscles in the jaw 

trigeminal neuralgia /trai,d3emin(9)l nju 
'raeld33/ noun a disorder of the trigeminal 
nerve, which sends intense pains shooting 
across the face. Also called tic douloureux 
trigeminy /trai'd 3 emini/ noun an irregular 
heartbeat, where a regular beat is followed by 
two ectopic beats 

trigger /'trigs/ verb to start something hap¬ 
pening O It is not known what triggers the de¬ 
velopment of shingles. 

trigger finger /'trigs .figgs/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a finger can bend but is difficult 
to straighten, probably because of a nodule on 
the flexor tendon 

triglyceride /trai'glissraid/ noun a sub¬ 
stance such as fat which contains three fatty 
acids 

trigone /'traigsun/ noun a triangular piece of 
the wall of the bladder, between the openings 
for the urethra and the two ureters 
trigonitis /.trigs'naitis/ noun inflammation 
of the bottom part of the wall of the bladder 
trigonocephalic /trai.gonsks'faslik/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a skull which shows signs of 
trigonocephaly 

trigonocephaly /trai,gDns'kef(s)li/ noun a 
condition in which the skull is in the shape of 
a triangle, with points on either side of the face 
in front of the ears 

triiodothyronine /trai,aisdsu'0airsniin/ 
noun a hormone synthesised in the body from 
thyroxine secreted by the thyroid gland 
trimeprazine /trai'meproziin/ noun an anti¬ 
histamine used to relieve the itching caused by 
eczema and various skin rashes, including al¬ 
lergic skin rashes caused by poison ivy 
trimester /trai'mesto/ noun one of the three 
3-month periods of a pregnancy 
trimethoprim /trai'miiGoprim/ noun a syn¬ 
thetic drug used in the treatment of malaria 
triphosphate /trai'fosfeit/» adenosine tri¬ 
phosphate 

triple marker test /,trip(9)l 'maiko test/ 
noun a blood test performed on pregnant wom¬ 
en which can detect Down’s syndrome in a fe¬ 
tus by analysing the relative levels of substanc¬ 
es produced by the mother’s placenta and the 
fetus itself 

triplet /'tripbt/ noun one of three babies born 
to a mother at the same time 
triple vaccine /,tnp(o)l 'vseksiin/ noun a 
vaccine which induces protection against three 
diseases e.g. diphtheria, tetanus and whooping 
cough 

triploid /'tripbid/ adjective referring to a cell 
where each chromosome, except the sex chro¬ 
mosome, occurs three times, which is not via¬ 
ble in humans 


triquetrum /trai'kwetrom/, triquetral /trai 
'kwetr(o)l/, triquetral bone /trai'kwetr(o)l 
boun/ noun one of the eight small carpal bones 
in the wrist. See illustration at hand in Supple¬ 
ment 

trismus /'trizmos/ noun a spasm in the lower 
jaw, which makes it difficult to open the 
mouth, a symptom of tetanus 
trisomic /trai'soumik/ adjective referring to 
Down’s syndrome 

trisomy /'traisoumi/ noun a condition in 
which someone has three chromosomes in¬ 
stead of a pair 

trisomy 21 /.traisoumi .twenti 'wAn/ noun 
same as Down’s syndrome 
tritanopia /.traito'noupb/ noun a rare form 
of colour blindness, in which someone cannot 
see blue. Compare Daltonism, deuteranopia 
trocar /'trouka:/ noun a surgical instrument 
or pointed rod which slides inside a cannula to 
make a hole in tissue to drain off fluid 
trochanter /tro'kzento/ noun two bony 
lumps on either side of the top end of the femur 
where muscles are attached 
comment: The lump on the outer side is the 
greater trochanter, and that on the inner side 
is the lesser trochanter. 

trochlea /'tmklio/ noun any part of the body 
shaped like a pulley, especially part of the low¬ 
er end of the humerus, which articulates with 
the ulna, or a curved bone in the frontal bone 
through which one of the eye muscles passes 
(note: The plural is trochleae.) 
trochlear /'trDklb/ adjective referring to a 
ring in a bone 

trochlear nerve /'troklio n3iv/ noun the 
fourth cranial nerve which controls the mus¬ 
cles of the eyeball 

trochoid joint /'troukoid d 30 int/ noun a 
joint where a bone can rotate freely about a 
central axis as in the neck, where the atlas ar¬ 
ticulates with the axis. Also called pivot joint 
trolley /'troli/ noun a wheeled table for trans¬ 
porting patients O The patient was placed on a 
trolley to be taken to the operating theatre. 
troph- /tmf/ prefix same as tropho- (used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

trophic /'tmf ik/ adjective relating to food and 
nutrition 

trophic ulcer /.trnfik 'Also/ noun an ulcer 
caused by lack of blood, e.g. a bedsore 
tropho- /tmfou/ prefix referring to food or 
nutrition 

trophoblast /'tmfoublaest/ noun tissue 
which forms the wall of a blastocyst 
-trophy /trofi/ suffix 1. nourishment 2. refer¬ 
ring to the development of an organ 
tropia /'troupio/ noun same as squint 
-tropic /tmpik/ suffix 1 . turning towards 2. re¬ 
ferring to something which influences 
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tropical /'trDpik(o)l/ adjective located in or 
coming from areas around the equator where 
the climate is generally very hot and humid 
tropical disease /,trDpik(o)l di'ziiz/ noun a 
disease which is found in tropical countries, 
e.g. malaria, dengue or Lassa fever 
tropical medicine /.tropikOjl 'med(o)sin/ 
noun a branch of medicine which deals with 
tropical diseases 

tropical ulcer /,trDpik(9)l 'aIso/ noun a 
large area of infection which forms around a 
wound, found especially in tropical countries. 
Also called Naga sore 

trots /trDts/ □ the trots an attack of diarrhoea 
( informal) 

trouble /'trAb(o)l/ noun a disorder or condi¬ 
tion ( informal ) O stomach trouble O treatment 
for back trouble 

Trousseau’s sign /'truisouz sain/ noun a 
spasm in the muscles in the forearm when a 
tourniquet is applied to the upper arm, which 
causes the index and middle fingers to extend. 
It is a sign of latent tetany, showing that the 
blood contains too little calcium. [After Armand 
Trousseau (1801-67), French physician] 
true rib /,tru: 'rib/ noun one of the top seven 
pairs of ribs which are attached to the breast¬ 
bone. Compare false rib 
true vocal cords /,tru: 'voukOjl ,koidz/ 
plural noun the cords in the larynx which can 
be brought together to make sounds as air 
passes between them 

truncus /'trArjkos/ noun the main blood ves¬ 
sel in a fetus, which develops into the aorta and 
pulmonary artery 
trunk /trArjk/ noun same as torso 
truss /trAS/ noun a belt worn round the waist, 
with pads, to hold a hernia in place 
trypanocide /'triponousaid/ noun a drug 
which kills trypanosomes 
Trypanosoma /^riponou'soumo/, trypano¬ 
some /'triponousoum/ noun a microscopic 
organism which lives as a parasite in human 
blood. It is transmitted by the bite of insects 
such as the tsetse fly and causes sleeping sick¬ 
ness and other serious illnesses, 
trypanosomiasis /.tnponousou'maiosis/ 
noun a disease, spread by insect bites, where 
trypanosomes infest the blood. Symptoms are 
pains in the head, general lethargy and long 
periods of sleep. 

comment: In Africa, sleeping sickness, and in 

South America, Chagas’ disease, are both 

caused by trypanosomes, 
trypsin /'tripsin/ noun an enzyme converted 
from trypsinogen by the duodenum and secret¬ 
ed into the digestive system where it absorbs 
protein 

trypsinogen /tnp'smod39n/ noun an en¬ 
zyme secreted by the pancreas into the duode¬ 
num 


tryptophan /'triptofaen/ noun an essential 
amino acid 

tsetse fly /'tetsi flai, 'setsi flai/ noun an Af¬ 
rican insect which passes trypanosomes into 
the human bloodstream, causing sleeping sick¬ 
ness 

TSH abbr thyroid-stimulating hormone 
TSS abbr toxic shock syndrome 
tsutsugamushi disease /.tsuitsogo 
'muiJT di,zi:z/ noun a form of typhus caused 
by the Rickettsia bacteria, passed to humans 
by mites found in South East Asia. Also called 
scrub typhus 

tubal /'tju:b(o)l/ adjective referring to a tube 
tubal ligation /,tju:b(o)l lai'geiJXojn/ noun 
a surgical operation to tie up the Fallopian 
tubes as a sterilisation procedure 
tubal occlusion /,tju:b(o)l o'klu: 3 (»n/ 
noun a condition in which the Fallopian tubes 
are blocked, either as a result of disease or sur¬ 
gery 

tubal pregnancy /,tjuib(o)l 'pregnonsi/ 
noun the most common form of ectopic preg¬ 
nancy, in which the fetus develops in a Fallo¬ 
pian tube instead of the uterus 
tube /tju:b/ noun 1 . a long hollow passage in 
the body 2. a soft flexible pipe for carrying liq¬ 
uid or gas 3. a soft plastic or metal pipe, sealed 
at one end and with a lid at the other, used to 
dispense a paste or gel 

tube feeding /'tju:b ,fi:dig/ noun the proc¬ 
ess of giving someone nutrients through a tube 
directly into their stomach or small intestine 
tuber /'tjuibo/ noun a swollen or raised area 
tuber cinereum /.tjuibo .sino'riom/ noun 
the part of the brain to which the stalk of the 
pituitary gland is connected 
tubercle /'tju:bok(o)l/ noun 1. a small bony 
projection, e.g. on a rib 2. a small infected 
lump characteristic of tuberculosis, where tis¬ 
sue is destroyed and pus forms 
tubercular /tju'b3ikjulo/ adjective 1. caus¬ 
ing or referring to tuberculosis 2. referring to 
someone who has tuberculosis 3. with small 
lumps, though not always due to tuberculosis 
tuberculid /t ju'b3:kjulid/, tuberculide noun 
a skin wound caused by tuberculosis 
tuberculin /tju'b3:kjulin/ noun a substance 
which is derived from the culture of the tuber¬ 
culosis bacillus and is used to test people for 
the presence of tuberculosis 
tuberculin test /tju'b3ikjulin test/ noun a 
test to see if someone has tuberculosis, in 
which someone is exposed to tuberculin and 
the reaction of the skin is noted 
tuberculosis /tju,b3ikju'l9usis/ noun an 
infectious disease caused by the tuberculosis 
bacillus, where infected lumps form in the tis¬ 
sue. Abbr TB 

comment: Tuberculosis can take many forms: 

the commonest form is infection of the lungs 

(pulmonary tuberculosis), but it can also at- 
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tack the bones (Pott's disease), the skin (lu¬ 
pus), or the lymph nodes (scrofula). Tubercu¬ 
losis is caught by breathing in bacillus or by 
eating contaminated food, especially unpas¬ 
teurised milk. It can be passed from one per¬ 
son to another, and the carrier sometimes 
shows no signs of the disease. Tuberculosis 
can be cured by treatment with antibiotics, 
and can be prevented by inoculation with 
BCG vaccine. The tests for the presence of 
TB are the Mantoux test, the Heaf test and the 
patch test; it can also be detected by X-ray 
screening. 

tuberculous /tju'bsikjulss/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to tuberculosis 

tuberose /'tjutborouz/ adjective with lumps 
or nodules 

tuberose sclerosis /.tjutborous skis 
'rousis/ noun same as epiloia 
tuberosity /,t juiba'rDsiti/ noun a large lump 
on a bone 

tuberous /'tjutboros/ adjective with lumps 
or nodules 

tubo- /tjutbou/ prefix referring to a Fallopian 
tube or to the internal or external auditory 
meatus 

tuboabdominal /,tju:b3uaeb'dDmm(3)l/ 
adjective referring to a Fallopian tube and the 
abdomen 

tubocurarine /.tjutbau'kjusrariin/ noun a 
toxic alkaloid which is the active constituent 
of curare, used as a muscle relaxant 
tubo-ovarian /.tjuibno oo'venmn/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to a Fallopian tube and an ovary 
tubotympanal /.tjuibsu'timpsnfs)!/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the Eustachian tube and the 
tympanum 

tubular /'tjuibjuls/ adjective 1. shaped like a 
tube 2. referring to a tubule 
tubular bandage /.tjuibjula 'baendid 3 / 
noun a bandage made of a tube of elastic cloth 
tubular reabsorption /.tjuibjuls riisb 
'soipj’on/ noun the process by which some of 
the substances filtered into the kidney are ab¬ 
sorbed back into the bloodstream by the tu¬ 
bules 

tubular secretion /.tjuibjula si'kri: f(o)n/ 
noun the secretion of some substances into the 
urine by the tubules of the kidney 
tubule /'tjuibjuil/ noun a small tube in the 
body. 0 renal tubule 

tuft /tAft/ noun 1 . a small group of hairs 2. a 
group of blood vessels. i> glomerular tuft 
tugging /'tAgig/ > tracheal tugging 
tularaemia /.tuilo'riimio/ noun a disease of 
rabbits, caused by the bacterium Pasteurella or 
Brucella tularensis, which can be passed to 
humans. In humans, the symptoms are head¬ 
aches, fever and swollen lymph nodes. Also 
called rabbit fever (note: The US spelling is tu¬ 
laremia.) 


tulle gras /'tjuil grai/ noun a dressing made 
of open gauze covered with soft paraffin wax 
which prevents sticking 
tumefaction /.tjuimi'faekfon/ noun swell¬ 
ing within body tissue, usually caused a build¬ 
up of blood or water 

tumescence /tju:'mes(o)ns/ noun swollen 
tissue where liquid has accumulated under¬ 
neath. 0 oedema 

tumescent /tjui'mesont/ adjective swollen 
or showing signs of swelling, usually as a re¬ 
sult of a build-up of blood or water within 
body tissues 

tumid /'tjuimid/ adjective swollen 
tummy /'tAmi/ noun stomach or abdomen 
( informal) 

tummy ache /'tAmi eik/ noun stomach pain 
( informal) 

tumoral /'tjuimorol/, tumorous /'tjuimoros/ 
adjective referring to a tumour 
tumour /'tjuimo/ noun an unusual swelling 
or growth of new cells O The X-ray showed a 
tumour in the breast. O a brain tumour. (NOTE: 
For other terms referring to tumours, see words 
beginning with onco-. The US spelling is tu¬ 
mor.) 

tunable dye laser /,tju:nob(9)l dai 'leizo/ 
noun a laser which coagulates fine blood ves¬ 
sels, used to blanch port wine stains 
tunica /'tjuimko/ noun a layer of tissue 
which covers an organ 

tunica adventitia /.tjuiniko .sedven'tijo/ 
noun an outer layer of the wall of an artery or 
vein. Also called adventitia 
tunica albuginea testis /.tjuiniko selbju 
,d3ini3 'testis/ noun a white fibrous mem¬ 
brane covering the testes and the ovaries 
tunica intima /.tjuiniko 'intimo/ noun the 
inner layer of the wall of an artery or vein. 
Also called intima 

tunica media /.tjuimko 'miidio/ noun the 
middle layer of the wall of an artery or vein. 
Also called media 

tunica vaginalis /.tjuimko V2ed3i'neilis/ 
noun a membrane covering the testes and 
epididymis 

tuning fork /'tjuinig folk/ noun a metal fork 
which, if hit, gives out a perfect note, used in 
hearing tests such as Rinne’s test 
tunnel vision /,tAn(o)l 'vi3(o)n/ noun vision 
which is restricted to the area directly in front 
of the eye 

turbinate /'t3ibinot/ adjective 1. having a 
shape like a spiral or an inverted cone 2. refer¬ 
ring to any of the three bones found on the 
walls of the nasal passages of mammals 
turbinate bone /'t3:binot boun/ noun t na¬ 
sal conchae 

turbinectomy /.tsibi'nektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove a turbinate bone 
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turbulent flow /,t3:bjulont 'flou/ noun 
rushing or uneven flow of blood in a vessel, 
usually caused by a partial obstruction 
turcica /'t3:siko/» sella turcica 
turgescence /t3i'd3es(o)ns/ noun a swell¬ 
ing in body tissue caused by the accumulation 
of fluid 

turgid /'t3id3id/ adjective swollen with blood 
turgor /'t3:go/ noun the condition of being 
swollen 

turn /t3in/ noun a slight illness or attack of 
dizziness ( informal ) ■ verb 1. to move the head 
or body to face in another direction 2. to 
change into something different O The solu¬ 
tion is turned blue by the reagent. 

Turner’s syndrome /'t3:noz .sindroum/ 
noun a congenital condition in females, caused 
by the absence of one of the pair of X chromo¬ 
somes, in which sexual development is retard¬ 
ed and no ovaries develop [Described 1938. Af¬ 
ter Henry Hubert Turner (b. 1892), US endo¬ 
crinologist, Clinical professor of Medicine, 
Oklahoma University, USA.] 
turricephaly /.tAri'sefoli/ same as oxyceph¬ 
aly 

tussis /'tASis/ noun coughing 
tutor /'tjuito/ noun a teacher, a person who 
teaches small groups of students 
tweezers /'twiizoz/ plural noun an instru¬ 
ment shaped like small scissors, with ends 
which pinch and do not cut, used to pull out or 
pick up small objects 

twenty-four hour flu /.twenti ,fo: auo 
'flu:/ noun any minor illness similar to flu 
which lasts for a short period ( informal) 
twenty-twenty vision /.twenti .twenti 
'vi 3 (o)n/ noun perfect vision 
twice /twais/ adverb two times □ twice daily 
two times a day 

twilight myopia /.twailait mai'oupio/ noun 
a condition of the eyes, in which someone has 
difficulty in seeing in dim light 
twilight sleep /'twailait ,sli:p/ noun a type 
of anaesthetic sleep, in which the patient is 
semi-conscious but cannot feel any pain 
twilight state /'twailait steit/ noun a condi¬ 
tion of epileptics and alcoholics in which the 
person can do some automatic actions, but is 
not conscious of what he or she is doing 
comment: Twilight state is induced at child¬ 
birth, by introducing anaesthetics into the rec¬ 
tum. 

twin /twin/ noun one of two babies born to a 
mother at the same time 
comment: Twins occur at a rate of about one 
birth in 38. They are often found in the same 
family, where the tendency to have twins is 
passed through females, 
twinge /twind 3 / noun a sudden sharp pain O 
He sometimes has a twinge in his right shoul¬ 
der. 


type B behaviour 

twist /twist/ verb to hurt a joint by turning or 
bending it too much or the wrong way O He 
twisted his ankle. 

twitch /twitj/ noun a small movement of a 
muscle in the face or hands ■ verb to make 
small movements of the muscles 
twitching /'twitJTr)/ noun small movements 
of the muscles in the face or hands 
tylosis /tai 'lousis/ noun the development of a 
callus 

tympan- /timpon/ prefix same as tympano- 
(note: used before vowels) 
tympanectomy /.timpo'nektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove the tympanic 
membrane 

tympanic /tim'pasnik/ adjective referring to 
the eardrum 

tympanic bone /tim'paenik boun/ noun the 
part of the temporal bone that supports and 
partly surrounds the auditory canal 
tympanic cavity /tim.paemk 'kaeviti/ noun 
the section of the ear between the eardrum and 
the inner ear, containing the three ossicles. 
Also called middle ear, tympanum 
tympanic membrane /tim.pasnik 'memi 
brein/ noun the membrane at the inner end of 
the external auditory meatus leading from the 
outer ear, which vibrates with sound and pass¬ 
es the vibrations on to the ossicles in the mid¬ 
dle ear. Also called tympanum, eardrum. See 
illustration at ear in Supplement 
tympanites /.timpo'naitiiz/ noun the ex¬ 
pansion of the stomach with gas. Also called 
meteorism 

tympanitis /.timpo'naitis/ noun same as oti¬ 
tis media 

tympano- /timponou/ prefix referring to the 
eardrum 

tympanoplasty /'timponoupkesti/ noun 
same as myringoplasty 
tympanosclerosis /.timponouskta'rousis/ 
noun irreversible damage to the tympanic 
membrane and middle ear, starting with the re¬ 
placement of tissues or fibrin by collagen and 
hyalin. Then calcification occurs, leading to 
deafness. 

tympanotomy /.timpo'nDtomi/ noun same 

as myringotomy 

tympanum /'timponom/ noun 1. same as 

tympanic membrane 2. same as tympanic 
cavity 

type A behaviour /.taip 'ei bi.heivjo/ noun 
a behaviour pattern which may contribute to 
coronary heart disease, in which an individual 
is aggressive and over-competitive, and usual¬ 
ly lives at a stressful pace. Compare type B be¬ 
haviour 

type B behaviour /,taip 'bi: bi.heivjo/ 
noun a behaviour pattern which is unlikely to 
contribute to coronary heart disease, in which 
an individual is patient, tolerant, not very com- 
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Type I diabetes mellitus 

petitive and lives at a more relaxed pace. Com¬ 
pare type A behaviour 

Type I diabetes mellitus /taip ,wAn daio 
,bi:ti:z mo'laitos/ noun the type of diabetes 
mellitus in which the beta cells of the pancreas 
produce little or no insulin, and the person is 
completely dependent on injections of insulin 
for survival. It is more likely to develop in peo¬ 
ple under 30. Symptoms are usually severe and 
occur suddenly. Also called insulin-depend¬ 
ent diabetes 

Type II diabetes mellitus /taip ,tu: daio 
,bi:ti:z mo'laitos/ noun the type of diabetes 
mellitus in which cells throughout the body 
lose some or most of their ability to use insu¬ 
lin. It is more likely to develop in people who 
are over 40, who are overweight or obese, and 
who do not exercise regularly. It can be con¬ 
trolled in some cases with diet and exercise, 
but more severe cases may need oral medica¬ 
tion which reduces glucose concentrations in 
the blood, or insulin injections, so that even 
cells with a poor uptake will capture enough 
insulin. Also called non-insulin-dependent 
diabetes 

typhlitis /ti'flaitis/ noun inflammation of the 
caecum (large intestine) 
typho- /taifou/ prefix 1 . relating to typhoid fe¬ 
ver 2. relating to typhus 


typhoid /'taifoid/, typhoid fever /.taifoid 
'fiivo/ noun an infection of the intestine 
caused by Salmonella typhi in food and water 
comment: Typhoid fever gives a fever and di¬ 
arrhoea and the person may pass blood in the 
faeces. It can be fatal if not treated. People 
who have had the disease may become carri¬ 
ers, and the Widal test is used to detect the 
presence of typhoid fever in the blood, 
typhus /'taifos/ noun one of several fevers 
caused by the Rickettsia bacterium, transmit¬ 
ted by fleas and lice, producing a fever, ex¬ 
treme weakness and a dark rash on the skin. 
The test for typhus is the Weil-Felix reaction, 
typical /'tipik(o)l/ adjective showing the usu¬ 
al symptoms of a condition O His gait was typ¬ 
ical of a patient suffering from Parkinson’s 
disease. 

typically /'tipikli/ adverb in a typical way 
tyramine /'tairomiin/ noun an enzyme found 
in cheese, beans, tinned fish, red wine and 
yeast extract, which can cause high blood pres¬ 
sure if found in excessive quantities in the 
brain. i> monoamine oxidase 
tyrosine /'tairosiin/ noun an amino acid in 
protein which is a component of thyroxine, 
and is a precursor to the catecholamines 
dopamine, noradrenaline and adrenaline 
tyrosinosis /.tairousi'nousis/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which there is irregular metabolism of 
tyrosine 



UKCC abbr United Kingdom Central Council 
for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting 
ulcer /'aIso/ noun an open sore in the skin or 
in a mucous membrane, which is inflamed and 
difficult to heal O stomach ulcer 
ulcerated /'Alsoreitid/ adjective covered 
with ulcers 

ulcerating /'Alsereitirj/ adjective developing 
into an ulcer 

ulceration /.Also'reiJX^n/ noun the develop¬ 
ment of an ulcer 

ulcerative /'Als(9)rotiv/ adjective referring 
to ulcers, or characterised by ulcers 
ulcerative colitis /,Als(3)r9tiv ko'laitis/ 
noun severe pain in the colon, with diarrhoea 
and ulcers in the rectum, often with a psycho¬ 
somatic cause 

ulceromembranous gingivitis /.Alsorou 
,membr9n3S ,d3md3i'vaitis/ noun inflam¬ 
mation of the gums, which can also affect the 
mucous membrane in the mouth 
ulcerous /'Alsoros/ adjective 1. referring to 
an ulcer 2. like an ulcer 
ulitis /ju'laitis/ noun inflammation of the 
gums 

ulna /'Alno/ noun the longer and inner of the 
two bones in the forearm between the elbow 
and the wrist. See illustration at hand in Sup¬ 
plement. Compare radius 
ulnar /'Alno/ adjective referring to the ulna 
‘...the whole joint becomes disorganised, causing 
ulnar deviation of the fingers resulting in the typical 
deformity of the rheumatoid arthritic hand’ [Nursing 
Times ] 

ulnar artery /'Alnor ,a:tori/ noun an artery 
which branches from the brachial artery at the 
elbow and runs down the inside of the forearm 
to join the radial artery in the palm of the hand 
ulnar nerve /'Alno n3iv/ noun a nerve which 
runs from the neck to the elbow and controls 
the muscles in the forearm and some of the fin¬ 
gers 

comment: The ulnar nerve passes near the 
surface of the skin at the elbow, where it can 
easily be hit, giving the effect of the ‘funny 
bone’. 


ulnar pulse /'Alno pAls/ noun a secondary 
pulse in the wrist, taken near the inner edge of 
the forearm 

ultra- Mltro/ prefix 1 . further than 2. extremely 
ultrafiltration /.Altrofil'treiJXojn/ noun the 
process of filtering the blood to remove tiny 
particles, e.g. when the blood is filtered by the 
kidney 

ultramicroscopic /Altro.maikro'skopik/ 
adjective referring to something so small that it 
cannot be seen using a standard microscope 
ultrasonic /.Altro'sDmk/ adjective referring 
to ultrasound 

ultrasonic probe /^ltrosDnik 'proub/ noun 
an instrument which locates organs or tissues 
inside the body using ultrasound 
ultrasonics /.Altro'sDmks/ noun the study 
of ultrasound and its use in medical treatments 
ultrasonic waves /.AltrosDnik 'weivz/ plu¬ 
ral noun same as ultrasound 
ultrasonogram /.Altro'sDnogrsem/ noun a 
picture made with ultrasound for the purpose 
of medical examination or diagnosis 
ultrasonograph /.Altro'sDnograif/ noun a 
machine which takes pictures of internal or¬ 
gans, using ultrasound 

ultrasonography /.Altroso'nDgrofi/ noun 
the procedure of passing ultrasound waves 
through the body and recording echoes which 
show details of internal organs. Also called 

echography 

ultrasonotomography /Altro.sDnoto'mDl 
grofi/ noun the procedure of making images 
using ultrasound of organs which are placed at 
different depths inside the body 
ultrasound /'Altrosaund/ noun very high 
frequency sound waves which can be reflected 
off internal body parts or off a fetus in the 
womb to create images for medical examina¬ 
tion (note: No plural for ultrasound.) 
comment: The very high frequency waves of 
ultrasound can be used to detect and record 
organs or growths inside the body, in a similar 
way to the use of X-rays, by recording the dif¬ 
ferences in echoes sent back from different 
tissues. Ultrasound is used routinely to moni¬ 
tor the development of a fetus in the womb, 
and to treat some conditions such as internal 
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bruising. It can also destroy bacteria and cal¬ 
culi. 

ultrasound marker /Altrosaund .maiko/ 
noun an unusual physical characteristic seen in 
an ultrasound examination of a fetus which is 
an indication of the existence of a genetic or 
developmental disorder 
ultrasound probe /'Altrosaund proub/ 
noun same as ultrasonic probe 
ultrasound scan /'Altrosaund skasn/ noun 
the examination of internal parts of the body, 
especially a fetus in the womb, using ultra¬ 
sound technology 

ultrasound scanning /'Altrosaund 

.skasnig/, ultrasound screening /'Altrosaund 
,skri:nig/ noun a method of gathering infor¬ 
mation about the body by taking images using 
high-frequency sound waves 
ultrasound treatment /'Altrosaund 

.triitmont/ noun the treatment of soft tissue 
inflammation using ultrasound waves 
ultraviolet adjective referring to the short in¬ 
visible rays beyond the violet end of the spec¬ 
trum, which form the element in sunlight 
which tans the skin, helps the skin produce Vi¬ 
tamin D and kills bacteria. Abbr UV 
ultraviolet lamp /.Altro.vaiobt 'laemp/ 
noun a lamp which gives off ultraviolet rays 
ultraviolet radiation /.Altro.vaiolot reidi 
'eij(9)n/, ultraviolet rays/.Altro'vaiolot reis/ 
noun short invisible rays of ultraviolet light. 
Abbr UVR 

umbilical /Am'bilik(9)l/ adjective referring 
to the navel 

umbilical circulation /Am,bilik(o)l ,s3:kju 
'leiJ(o)n/ noun the circulation of blood from 
the mother’s bloodstream through the umbili¬ 
cal cord into the fetus 

umbilical cord /Am'bilik(3)l koid/ noun a 
cord containing two arteries and one vein 
which links the fetus inside the uterus to the 
placenta 

comment: The arteries carry the blood and 
nutrients from the placenta to the fetus and 
the vein carries the waste from the fetus back 
to the placenta. When the baby is born, the 
umbilical cord is cut and the end tied in a knot. 
After a few days, this drops off, leaving the na¬ 
vel marking the place where the cord was 
originally attached. 

umbilical hernia /Am,bilik(o)l 'h3inb/ 
noun a hernia which bulges at the navel, usual¬ 
ly in young children. Also called exomphalos 
umbilical region /Am'bilik(o)l ,ri:d3(9)n/ 
noun the central part of the abdomen, below 
the epigastrium 

umbilicated /Am'bilikeitid/ adjective with a 
small depression, like a navel, in the centre 
umbilicus /Am'bilikos/ noun same as navel 
umbo /'Ambou/ noun a projecting part in the 
middle of the outer side of the eardrum 
un- /An/ prefix not 


unaided /An'eidid/ adjective without any 
help O Two days after the operation, he was 
able to walk unaided. 

unblock /An'bbk/ verb to remove something 
which is blocking O An operation to unblock 
an artery. 

unciform bone /'Ansifoim boun/ noun one 
of the eight small carpal bones in the wrist, 
shaped like a hook. Also called hamate bone 
uncinate /'Ansinot/ adjective shaped like a 
hook 

uncinate epilepsy /.Ansinot 'epilepsi/ 
noun a type of temporal lobe epilepsy, in 
which the person has hallucinations of smell 
and taste 

unconditioned response /.Ankon 
,diJ(o)nd ri'spDns/ noun a response to a stim¬ 
ulus which occurs automatically, by instinct, 
and has not been learned 
unconscious /An'konjbs/ adjective not 
aware of what is happening O She was uncon¬ 
scious for two days after the accident. ■ noun 
□ the unconscious (in psychology) the part of 
the mind which stores feelings, memories or 
desires that someone cannot consciously call 
up. i> subconscious 

unconsciousness /An'konjbsnos/ noun 
the state of being unconscious, e.g. as a result 
of lack of oxygen or from some other external 
cause such as a blow on the head 
uncontrollable /,Ank9n'tr3ubb(3)l/ adjec¬ 
tive not able to be controlled O The uncontrol¬ 
lable spread of the disease through the popu¬ 
lation. 

uncoordinated /.Ankoubidineitid/ adjec¬ 
tive not working together O His finger move¬ 
ments are completely uncoordinated. 
uncus /'Apkos/ noun a projecting part of the 
cerebral hemisphere, shaped like a hook 
undecenoic acid /An.desinouik 'sesid/, 
undecylenic acid /An.disilemk 'sesid/ noun a 
substance made from castor bean oil, used in 
the treatment of fungal infections such as 
thrush 

under- /Ando/ prefix less than usual, too little 
undergo /.Ando'gou/ verb to experience 
something such as a procedure or operation O 
He underwent an appendicectomy. O There 
are six patients undergoing physiotherapy. 
underhydration /,AndohaTdreiJ(o)n/ noun 
the condition of having too little water in the 
body 

undernourished /.Ando'nAriJt/ adjective 
having too little food 

underproduction /.Andopro'dAkJXojn/ 
noun the act of producing less than normal 
undertake /.Ando'teik/ verb to carry out a 
procedure such as a surgical operation O Re¬ 
placement of the joint is mainly undertaken to 
relieve pain. 
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underweight /,And3'weit/ adjective weigh¬ 
ing less than is medically advisable O He is 
several pounds underweight for his age. 
undescended testis /Andi.sendid 'testis/ 
noun a condition in which a testis has not de¬ 
scended into the scrotum 
undiagnosed /An.daisg'nsuzd/ adjective 
not identified as a specific disease or disorder 
undigested /,Andai'd3estid/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to food which is not digested in the body 
undine /'Audi:n/ noun a glass container for a 
solution to bathe the eyes 
undress /An'dres/ verb to remove clothes 
undulant fever /'a nd|( j I ont fi:vo/ same as 
brucellosis 

unfit /An'fit/ adjective not physically healthy 
ungual /'Arjgwsl/ adjective referring to the 
fingernails or toenails 

unguent /'Arjgwont/ noun a smooth oily me¬ 
dicinal substance which can be spread on the 
skin to soothe irritations 
unguentum /Ag'gwentam/ noun (inpharma¬ 
cy) an ointment 

unguis /'Aggwis/ same as nail 
unhealthy /An'helBi/ adjective 1. not in good 
physical condition 2. not helping someone to 
be healthy O The children have a very un¬ 
healthy diet. 

unhygienic /Anhai'dsimik/ adjective not 
clean or good for health O The conditions in 
the hospital laundry have been criticised as 
unhygienic. 
uni- /jurni/ prefix one 

unicellular /Juini'seljulo/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to an organism formed of one cell 
uniform /'ju:nifo:m/ noun the set of official 
clothes worn by a group of people such as the 
nurses in a hospital to identify them ■ adjec¬ 
tive the same or similar O Healthy red blood 
cells are of a uniform shape and size. 
unigravida /juini'graevido/ same as primi- 
gravida 

unilateral /,ju:ni'last(3)r3l/ adjective affect¬ 
ing one side of the body only 

unilateral oophorectomy /,ju:ni 
,laet(3)r3l .ausfs'rektami/ noun the surgical 
removal of one ovary 

union /'jumjan/ noun the joining together of 
two parts of a fractured bone. Opposite non¬ 
union. i> malunion 

uniovular /, jumi'Dvjula/ noun consisting of. 
or coming from, one ovum 
uniovular twins /Juini.ovjolo 'twinz/ plu¬ 
ral noun same as identical twins 
unipara /jui'niporo/ same as primipara 
unipolar /Juini'poulo/ adjective referring to 
a neurone with a single process. Compare bi¬ 
polar. See illustration at neurone in Supple¬ 
ment 

unipolar lead /Jumipaula 'liid/ noun an 
electric lead to a single electrode 


unstable angina 

unipolar neurone /juini.pauta 'njuaraon/ 
noun a neurone with a single process. Com¬ 
pare multipolar neurone, bipolar neurone. 

See illustration at neurone in Supplement 
unit /'juimt/ noun 1. a single part of a larger 
whole 2. a part of a hospital that has a special¬ 
ised function O a burns unit 3. a named and 
agreed standard amount used for measuring 
something O A gram is an SI unit of weight. 4. 
a quantity of a drug, enzyme, hormone or of 
blood, taken as a standard for measurement 
and producing a given effect O three units of 
blood O a unit of insulin 5. a machine or device 
O a waste-disposal unit 
‘...the blood loss caused his haemoglobin to drop 
dangerously low, necessitating two units of RBCs 
and one unit of fresh frozen plasma’ [RN Magazine] 

United Kingdom Central Council for 
Nursing, Midwifery, and Health Visiting 

/ju:,naitid .kirjdom ,sentrol .kaunsol fo 
,n3isir) mid.wifori ond 'hel0 .vizitir)/ noun 
in the UK from 1979 until April 2002, an or¬ 
ganisation which regulated nurses, midwives, 
and health visitors. The UKCC and the four 
National Boards have now been replaced by 
the Nursing and Midwifery Council. Abbr 
UKCC 

univalent /Juini'veibnt/ adjective same as 

monovalent 

universal donor /ju:niv3:s(o)l 'douno/ 
noun a person with blood group O, whose 
blood may be given to anyone 

Universal Precautions /Ju:mv3is(9)l pri 
'ko:J(o)nz/ abbr UP. » Standard Precautions 
universal recipient /,ju:niv3:s(3)l ri 
'sipiont/ noun a person with blood group AB 
who can receive blood from all the other blood 
groups 

unmedicated dressing /An.medikeitid 
'dresiq/ noun a sterile dressing with no anti¬ 
septic or other medication on it 
unprofessional conduct /Anpro.feJonCo)! 
'kondAkt/ noun action by a professional per¬ 
son such as a doctor or nurse which is consid¬ 
ered wrong by the body which regulates the 
profession 

‘...refusing to care for someone with HIV-related 
disease may well result in disciplinary procedure for 
unprofessional conduct’ [Nursing Times] 

unqualified /An'kwolifaid/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to someone who has no qualifications or 
no licence to practise 

unsaturated fat /An.sastjoreitid 'feet/ noun 
fat which does not have a large amount of hy¬ 
drogen, and so can be broken down more eas- 
ily 

unstable /An'steib(o)l/ adjective referring to 
something which may change easily O an un¬ 
stable mental condition. 
unstable angina /An,steib(9)l 2en'd3ain9/ 
noun angina which has suddenly become 
worse 
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unsteady /An'stedi/ adjective likely to fall 
down when walking O She is still very un¬ 
steady on her legs. 

unstriated muscle /,Anstrai,eitid 
'mAs(o)l/ noun same as smooth muscle 
unviable /An'vaiob(o)l/ adjective referring to 
a fetus that cannot live if bom 
unwanted pregnancy /An,wontid 
'pregnonsi/ noun a condition in which a wom¬ 
an becomes pregnant without wanting to have 
a child 

unwell /An'wel/ adjective ill O She felt unwell 
and had to go home, (note: Not used before a 
noun: a sick woman but the woman was un¬ 
well.) 

upper /'Aps/ adjective at the top, higher 
upper arm /,Apo 'aim/ noun the part of the 
arm from the shoulder to the elbow 
upper limb /,Apo 'lim/ noun an arm O There 
was damage to the upper limbs only. 
upper motor neurone /.Apo 'mouto 
.njuoroun/ noun a neurone which takes im¬ 
pulses from the cerebral cortex 
upper respiratory infection /,Apo ri 
'spir9t(o)ri in.fekjon/ noun an infection in 
the upper part of the respiratory system 
UPPP abbr uvulopalatopharyngoplasty 
upset noun /'Apset/ a slight illness ■ adjec¬ 
tive/Ap'set/ slightly ill 

upside down /.Apsaid 'daun/ adverb with 
the top turned to the bottom 
upside-down stomach /.Apsaid daun 
'stAmok/ adverb US t diaphragmatic hernia 

uracil /'juorosil/ noun a pyrimidine base, one 
of the four bases in RNA in which it pairs with 
thymine 

uraemia /ju'riimio/ noun a disorder caused 
by kidney failure, where urea is retained in the 
blood, and the person develops nausea, con¬ 
vulsions and in severe cases goes into a coma 
(note: The US spelling is uremia.) 
uraemic /ju'riimik/ adjective referring to 
uraemia, or having uraemia (note: The US 
spelling is uremic.) 

uran- /juoron/ prefix referring to the palate 
uraniscorrhaphy /.juoroni'skDrofi/ noun 
same as palatorrhaphy 

urataemia /Juoro'tiimio/ noun a condition 
in which urates are present in the blood, e.g. in 
gout 

urate /'juoreit/ noun a salt of uric acid found 
in urine 

uraturia /Juoro'tjuorio/ noun the presence 
of excessive amounts of urates in the urine, 
e.g. in gout 

urea /ju'riio/ noun a substance produced in 
the liver from excess amino acids, and excret¬ 
ed by the kidneys into the urine 
urease /'juorieiz/ noun an enzyme which 
converts urea into ammonia and carbon diox¬ 
ide 


urecchysis /ju'rekisis/ noun a condition in 
which uric acid leaves the blood and enters 
connective tissue 

uresis /ju'riisis/ noun the act of passing urine 
ureter /ju'riito, 'juorito/ noun one of the two 
tubes which take urine from the kidneys to the 
urinary bladder. See illustration at kidney in 
Supplement. Also called urinary duct 
ureter- /juriito/ prefix same as uretero- ( used 
before vowels) 

ureteral /ju'riitorol/ adjective referring to the 
ureters 

ureterectomy /Juorito'rektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of a ureter 
ureteric /Juori'terik/ adjective same as ure¬ 
teral 

ureteric calculus /Juoriterik 'kaelkjulos/ 
noun a kidney stone in the ureter 
ureteric catheter /juoriterik 'kaeGito/ 
noun a catheter passed through the ureter to the 
kidney, to inject an opaque solution into the 
kidney before taking an X-ray 
ureteritis /Juorito'raitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a ureter 

uretero- /juriitorou/ prefix referring to the 
ureter 

ureterocele /ju'riitorousiil/ noun swelling 
in a ureter caused by narrowing of the opening 
where the ureter enters the bladder 
ureterocolostomy /ju^iitoroukD'lDstomi/ 
noun a surgical operation to implant the ureter 
into the sigmoid colon, so as to bypass the 
bladder 

ureteroenterostomy /ju.riitorou.ento 
'rDStomi/ noun an artificially formed passage 
between the ureter and the intestine 
ureterolith /ju'riitorouliG/ noun a stone in a 
ureter 

ureterolithotomy /ju.riitorouh'GDtomi/ 
noun the surgical removal of a stone from the 
ureter 

ureterolysis /juonto'rolosis/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to free one or both ureters from 
adhesions or surrounding tissue 
ureteroneocystostomy /ju.riitorou 
,ni:9Usai'stDSt9mi/ noun a surgical operation 
to transplant a ureter to a different location in 
the bladder 

ureteronephrectomy /ju.riitoroum 
'frektomi/ noun same as nephroureterectomy 
ureteroplasty /ju'riitorouplsesti/ noun a 
surgical operation to repair a ureter 
ureteropyelonephritis /ju.riitorou 
.paiolouni'fraitis/ noun inflammation of the 
ureter and the pelvis of the kidney to which it 
is attached 

ureteroscope /ju'riitorouskoup/ noun an 
instrument which is passed into the ureter and 
up into the kidneys, usually used to locate or 
remove a stone 
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ureteroscopy /Juarita'rDskapi/ noun an 
examination of the ureter with a ureteroscope 
ureterosigmoidostomy /ju.riitarausigi 
mai'dDStami/ same as ureterocolostomy 
ureterostomy /Juarita'rDstami/ noun a 
surgical operation to make an artificial open¬ 
ing for the ureter into the abdominal wall, so 
that urine can be passed directly out of the 
body 

ureterotomy /Juarita'rDtami/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to make an incision into the ure¬ 
ter, mainly to remove a stone 
ureterovaginal /ju.riitarauva'dsainO)!/ 
adjective referring to the ureter and the vagina 
urethr- /juariiGr/ prefix same as urethro- 
(used before vowels) 

urethra /ju'riiGra/ noun a tube which takes 
urine from the bladder to be passed out of the 
body. See illustration at urogenital system in 
Supplement 

comment: In males, the urethra serves two 
purposes: the discharge of both urine and se¬ 
men. The male urethra is about 20cm long; in 
women it is shorter, about 3cm and this rela¬ 
tive shortness is one of the reasons for the 
predominance of bladder infection and inflam¬ 
mation (cystitis) in women. The urethra has 
sphincter muscles at either end which help 
control the flow of urine. 

urethral /ju'ri:Gr(a)l/ adjective referring to 
the urethra 

urethral catheter /ju,ri:Gr(a)l 'kaeGita/ 
noun a catheter passed up the urethra to allow 
urine to flow out of the bladder, used to empty 
the bladder before an abdominal operation. 
Also called urinary catheter 
urethral stricture /ju,ri:Gral 'striktja/ 
noun a condition in which the urethra is nar¬ 
rowed or blocked by a growth. Also called ure¬ 
throstenosis 

urethritis /.juara'Graitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the urethra 

urethro- /juriiGrau/ prefix referring to the 
urethra 

urethrocele /ju'ri:Grasi:l/ noun 1 . a swelling 
formed in a weak part of the wall of the urethra 
2. prolapse of the urethra in a woman 
urethrogram /ju'riiGragrsem/ noun an X- 
ray photograph of the urethra 
urethrography /juari'Grografi/ noun X-ray 
examination of the urethra 
urethroplasty /ju'riiGraplaesti/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to repair a urethra 
urethrorrhaphy /juari'GrDrafi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to repair a tom urethra 
urethrorrhoea /ju.riiGra'riia/ noun the dis¬ 
charge of fluid from the urethra, usually asso¬ 
ciated with urethritis 

urethroscope /ju'riiGraskaup/ noun a sur¬ 
gical instrument, used to examine the interior 
of a man’s urethra 


urinary incontinence 

urethroscopy /JuarTGroskapi/ noun an ex¬ 
amination of the inside of a man’s urethra with 
a urethroscope 

urethrostenosis /ju.riiGrausta'nausis/ 
noun same as urethral stricture 
urethrostomy /JuarTGrostami/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to make an opening for a man’s 
urethra between the scrotum and the anus 
urethrotomy /JuarTGrotami/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to open a blocked or narrowed 
urethra. Also called Wheelhouse’s operation 
uretie /ju'riitik/ adjective referring to the 
passing of urine 

urge /3id3/ noun a strong need to do some¬ 
thing 

urge incontinence /'3id3 in,kDntinans/ 
noun a condition in which someone feels a 
very strong need to urinate and cannot retain 
their urine 

urgent /'3id3ant/ adjective needing to be 
done quickly O She had an urgent operation 
for strangulated hernia. 
urgently /'3:d3antli/ adverb immediately O 
The relief team urgently requires more medical 
supplies. 

-uria /juaria/ suffix 1 . a condition of the urine 
2. a disease characterised by a condition of the 
urine 

uric acid /Juarik 'aesid/ noun a chemical 
compound which is formed from nitrogen in 
waste products from the body and which also 
forms crystals in the joints of people who have 
gout 

uricacidaemia /Juarikaesid'iimia/ noun 

same as lithaemia 

uricosuric /Juarika'sjuarik/ noun a drug 
which increases the amount of uric acid ex¬ 
creted in the urine 

uridrosis /juari'drausis/ noun a condition 
in which excessive urea forms in the sweat 
urin- /juarin/ prefix same as urino- ( used be¬ 
fore vowels) 

urinalysis /Juari'naelasis/ noun the analysis 
of urine, to detect diseases such as diabetes 
mellitus 

urinary /'juarin(a)ri/ adjective referring to 
urine 

urinary bladder /Juarin(a)ri 'blasda/ noun 
a sac where the urine collects after passing 
from the kidneys through the ureters, before 
being passed out of the body through the ure¬ 
thra. See illustration at kidney, urogenital 
system (male) in Supplement 
urinary catheter /Juarin(a)ri 'kaeGita/ 
noun same as urethral catheter 
urinary duct /'juarin(a)ri dAkt/ noun same 
as ureter 

urinary incontinence /juarin(a)ri in'kDnl 
tinans/ noun the involuntary emission of urine 
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urinary obstruction 

urinary obstruction /juorinCojri ob 
'strAkJsn/ noun a blockage of the urethra, 
which prevents urine being passed 
urinary retention /juorinCojri ri'tenjon/ 
noun the inability to pass urine, usually be¬ 
cause the urethra is blocked or because the 
prostate gland is enlarged. Also called urine 
retention 

urinary system / l juorin(9)ri 'sistom/ noun 
a system of organs and ducts which separate 
waste liquids from the blood and excrete them 
as urine, including the kidneys, bladder, ure¬ 
ters and urethra 

urinary tract /'ju3rin(3)ri traekt/ noun the 
set of tubes down which the urine passes from 
the kidneys to the bladder and from the bladder 
out of the body 

urinary tract infection /'ju9rin(9)ri trakt 
in,fekfon/ noun a bacterial infection of any 
part of the urinary system. Symptoms are usu¬ 
ally a need to urinate frequently and pain on 
urination. Abbr UTI 

urinate /'juorineit/ verb to pass urine from 
the body 

urination /.juori'neiJXojn/ noun the passing 
of urine out of the body. Also called micturi¬ 
tion 

urine /'juorin/ noun a yellowish liquid, con¬ 
taining water and waste products, mainly salt 
and urea, which is excreted by the kidneys and 
passed out of the body through the ureters, 
bladder and urethra 

urine retention /'juorin ri,tenJ(o)n/ noun 
same as urinary retention 
uriniferous /Juori'mforos/ adjective carry¬ 
ing urine 

uriniferous tubule /juori.mf^ros 
'tjuibjuil/ noun same as renal tubule 
urino- /juorinou/ prefix referring to urine 
urinogenital /Juorinou^enitCo)!/ adjec¬ 
tive same as urogenital 

urinometer /.juori'nomito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which measures the specific gravity of 
urine 

urobilin /Juorou'bailin/ noun a yellow pig¬ 
ment formed when urobilinogen comes into 
contact with air 

urobilinogen /Juoroubai'linodson/ noun a 
colourless pigment formed when bilirubin is 
reduced to stercobilinogen in the intestines 
urocele /'juorosiil/ noun a swelling in the 
scrotum which contains urine 
urochesia /Juoro'kiizio/ noun the passing 
of urine through the rectum, due to injury of 
the urinary system (note: The US spelling is 
urochezia.) 

urochrome /'juorokroum/ noun the pigment 
which colours the urine yellow 
urodynamics /Juoroudai'naemiks/ plural 
noun the active changes which occur during 


the function of the bladder, urethral sphincter 
and pelvic floor muscles 
urogenital /Ju9r3u'd3enit(9)l/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to the urinary and genital systems. Also 
called urinogenital 

urogenital diaphragm /ju9r9,d3enit(3)l 
.daio'frsem/ noun a fibrous layer beneath the 
prostate gland through which the urethra pass¬ 
es 

urogenital system / l juor3u , d3emt(3)l 
.sistom/ noun the whole of the urinary tract 
and reproductive system 
urogram /'juorogrsem/ noun an X-ray pic¬ 
ture of the urinary tract, or of a part of it 
urography /ju'rogrofi/ noun an X-ray exam¬ 
ination of part of the urinary system after in¬ 
jection of radio-opaque dye 
urokinase /Juorou'kaineiz/ noun an en¬ 
zyme formed in the kidneys, which begins the 
process of breaking down blood clots 
urolith /'juoroliG/ noun a stone in the urinary 
system 

urological /.juoro'lDdsikCojl/ adjective re¬ 
ferring to urology 

urologist /ju'rDlod 3 ist/ noun a doctor who 
specialises in urology 

urology /ju'rDlod 3 i/ noun the scientific study 
of the urinary system and its diseases 
urostomy /ju'rDStomi/ noun the surgical cre¬ 
ation of an artificial urethra 
urticaria /.aiti'keorio/ noun an allergic reac¬ 
tion to injections, particular foods or plants 
where the skin forms irritating reddish patch¬ 
es. Also called hives, nettle rash 
USP abbr United States Pharmacopeia. } 
pharmacopoeia 

usual /'ju:3U9l/ adjective expected or typical 
uter- /juito/ prefix same as utero- {used before 
vowels) 

uteri /'ju:t(o)ri/ plural of uterus 

uterine /'juitorain/ adjective referring to the 

uterus 

uterine cavity /Juitorain 'kaeviti/ noun the 
inside of the uterus 

uterine fibroid /Juitorain 'faibroid/, uter¬ 
ine fibroma /.juitorain fai'broumo/ noun 
same as fibroid tumour 
uterine procidentia /Juitorain prousi 
'denjo/, uterine prolapse /Juito.rain 
'proukeps/ noun a condition in which part of 
the uterus has passed through the vagina, usu¬ 
ally after childbirth 

comment: Uterine procidentia has three stag¬ 
es of severity: in the first the cervix descends 
into the vagina, in the second the cervix is out¬ 
side the vagina, but part of the uterus is still in¬ 
side, and in the third stage, the whole uterus 
passes outside the vagina, 
uterine retroflexion /Juitorain .retrou 
'flekJ\o)n/ noun a condition in which the uter¬ 
us bends backwards away from its usual posi¬ 
tion 
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uterine retroversion /juttsrain retrau 
V3iJ'(o)n/ noun a condition in which the uter¬ 
us slopes backwards away from its usual posi¬ 
tion 

uterine subinvolution /Juitorain ,sAb 
inv3'lu:J(3)n/ noun a condition in which the 
uterus does not go back to its previous size af¬ 
ter childbirth 

Uterine tube /'juitsrain tju:b/ noun same as 

Fallopian tube 

Utero- /juttarou/ prefix referring to the uterus 
Uterocele /'juttsrasid/ noun a hernia of the 
uterus. Also called hysterocele 
Uterogestation /juitaradge'steijtsjn/ 
noun a standard pregnancy, where the fetus de¬ 
velops in the uterus 

Uterography ,j u :to' rncjrof i/ noun an X-ray 
examination of the uterus 
utero-ovarian /Juitoroo au'vearian/ adjec¬ 
tive referring to the uterus and the ovaries 
uterosalpingography /juitarausaelpig 
gngrnfi/ same as hysterosalpingography 
uterovesical /Juitarau'vesiktall/ adjective 
referring to the uterus and the bladder 
Uterus /'juit(a)ras/ noun the hollow organ in 
a woman's pelvic cavity, behind the bladder 
and in front of the rectum in which the embryo 
develops before birth. Also called womb. See 
illustration at urogenital system (female) in 
Supplement (note: For other terms referring to 
the uterus, see words beginning with hyster-, 
hystero-, metr-, metro-.) 
comment: The top of the uterus is joined to the 
Fallopian tubes which link it to the ovaries, 
and the lower end (cervix uteri) opens into the 
vagina. When an ovum is fertilised it becomes 
implanted in the wall of the uterus and devel¬ 
ops into an embryo inside it. If fertilisation and 
pregnancy do not take place, the lining of the 
uterus (endometrium) is shed during menstru¬ 
ation. At childbirth, strong contractions of the 
wall of the uterus (myometrium) help push the 
baby out through the vagina. 


uterus didelphys /Juitfajras dai'delfis/ 
noun same as double uterus 
UTI abbr urinary tract infection 
Utricle /'ju:trik(3)l/, utriculus /ju'trikjulss/ 
noun a large sac inside the vestibule of the ear, 
which relates information about the upright 
position of the head to the brain 
UV abbreviation ultraviolet 
UV-absorbing lens /ju: ,vi: ab.zotbir) 
'lenz/ noun a lens devised to absorb UVR in 
order to protect the eyes against the sun 
uvea /'j u: via/ noun a layer of organs in the 
eye beneath the sclera, formed of the iris, the 
ciliary body and the choroid. Also called uveal 
tract 

uveal /'ju:vial/ adjective referring to the uvea 
uveal tract /'jutvial traskt/ noun same as 

uvea 

uveitis /,juivi'aitis/ noun inflammation of 
any part of the uvea 

uveoparotid fever /jutvia'paeratid ,fi:v3/, 
uveoparotid syndrome /jutvia'paeratid 
.smdroom noun inflammation of the uvea 
and of the parotid gland 
UVR abbr ultraviolet radiation 
uvula /'jutvjula/ noun a piece of soft tissue 
which hangs down from the back of the soft 
palate 

uvular /'jutvjula/ adjective referring to the 
uvula 

uvulectomy / jutvju'lektami/ noun the sur¬ 
gical removal of the uvula 
UVUlitiS /juivju'laitis/ noun inflammation 
of the uvula 

uvulopalatopharyngoplasty /jutvjulau 
.paelataufa'riggauplaesti/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to remove the uvula and other soft tis¬ 
sue in the palate, in order to widen the airways 
and treat the problem of snoring. Abbr UPPP 
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vaccinate /'vseksineit/ verb to introduce 
vaccine into a person’s body in order to make 
the body create its own antibodies, so making 
the person immune to the disease (note: You 
vaccinate someone against a disease.) 
vaccination /.vasksi'neij^n/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of vaccinating someone 
comment: Originally the words vaccination 
and vaccine applied only to smallpox immuni¬ 
sation, but they are now used for immunisa¬ 
tion against any disease. Vaccination is main¬ 
ly given against cholera, diphtheria, rabies, 
smallpox, tuberculosis, and typhoid, 
vaccine /'vseksiin/ noun a substance which 
contains antigens to a disease or a weak form 
of a disease, used to protect people against it 
vaccinotherapy /.vseksinou'Geropi/ noun 
the treatment of a disease with a vaccine 
vacuole /'vaskjuoul/ noun a space in a fold of 
a cell membrane 

vacuum /'vaskjuom/ noun a space which is 
completely empty of all matter, including air 
vacuum extraction /'vsekjuom ik 
.straskjon/ noun the procedure of pulling on 
the head of the baby with a suction instrument 
to aid birth 

vacuum extractor /'vsekjuom ik.straekto/ 
noun a surgical instrument formed of a rubber 
suction cup which is used in vacuum extrac¬ 
tion during childbirth 

vacuum suction /'vaekjuom .SAkJon/ noun 
a method used to achieve an abortion, after dil¬ 
atation of the cervix. Also called aspiration 
vagal /'veig(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
vagus nerve 

vagal tone /,veig(o)l 'toun/ noun the action 
of the vagus nerve to slow the beat of the si¬ 
noatrial node 

vagin- /vod 3 ain/ prefix referring to the vagina 
vagina /vo'd3ain9/ noun a passage in a wom¬ 
an’s reproductive tract between the entrance to 
the uterus, the cervix, and the vulva, able to 
stretch enough to allow a baby to pass through 
during childbirth. See illustration at urogeni¬ 
tal system (female) in Supplement (note: For 
other terms referring to the vagina, see words 
beginning with colp-, colpo-.) 


vaginal /v9'd3ain(o)l/ adjective referring to 
the vagina 

vaginal bleeding /V3,d3ain(3)l 'bliidirj/ 
noun bleeding from the vagina 
vaginal delivery /V3,d3ain(9)l di'liv(o)ri/ 
noun the birth of a baby through the mother’s 
vagina, without surgical intervention 
vaginal diaphragm /V3,d3ain(3)l 
'daiofrasm/ noun a circular contraceptive de¬ 
vice for women, which is inserted into the va¬ 
gina and placed over the neck of the uterus be¬ 
fore sexual intercourse 

vaginal discharge /V3,d3ain(9)l 'distja:d 3 / 
noun the flow of liquid from the vagina 
vaginal douche /vo.dsainCo)! 'du:J7 noun 
1. the process of washing out the vagina 2. a 
device or liquid for washing out the vagina 
vaginal examination /V9,d3ain(3)l ig 
.zasmi'neij^n/ noun the act of checking the 
vagina for signs of disease or growth 
vaginalis /.vaedsi'neilis/ noun 1 . same as Tri¬ 
chomonas vaginalis 2. same as tunica vagina¬ 
lis 

vaginal orifice /V3,d3ain(3)l 'orifis/ noun 
an opening leading from the vulva to the uterus 
vaginal proctocele /V3,d3ain(3)l 
'prDktosiil/ noun a condition associated with 
prolapse of the uterus, where the rectum pro¬ 
trudes into the vagina 

vaginal suppository noun same as pessary 
1 

vaginectomy /.vaedsi'nektomi/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to remove the vagina or part of 
it 

vaginismus /.vsedsi'nizmos/ noun a painful 
contraction of the vagina which prevents sexu¬ 
al intercourse 

vaginitis /,vaed 3 i'naitis/ noun inflammation 
of the vagina which is mainly caused by the 
bacterium Trichomonas vaginalis or by a fun¬ 
gus Candida albicans 

vaginography /.vcedsi'nogrofi/ noun an X- 
ray examination of the vagina 
vaginoplasty /vo'dsainoplsesti/ noun a sur¬ 
gical operation to graft tissue on to the vagina 
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vaginoscope /'vaedsinouskoup/ noun same 

as colposcope 

vago- /veigD/ prefix referring to the vagus 
nerve 

vagotomy /vedgotomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to cut through the vagus nerve which 
controls the nerves in the stomach, as a treat¬ 
ment for peptic ulcers 

vagus /'veigos/, vagus nerve /'veigos n3:v/ 
noun either of the tenth pair of cranial nerves 
which carry sensory and motor neurons serv¬ 
ing the heart, lungs, stomach, and various oth¬ 
er organs and control swallowing. Also called 
pneumogastric nerve 

valgus /'vaelgos/, valgum /'vaelgom/, valga / 
'vaelgo/ adjective turning outwards. C> hallux 
valgus. Compare varus 
validity /vo'liditi/ noun {of a study) the fact of 
being based on sound research and methods 
which exclude alternative explanations of a re¬ 
sult 

valine /'veiliin/ noun an essential amino acid 
Valium /'vaeliom/ a trade name for diazepam 
vallate papillae /.vaeleit po'pili:/ plural 
noun large papillae which form a line towards 
the back of the tongue and contain taste buds 
vallecula /vo'lekjulo/ noun a natural depres¬ 
sion or fissure in an organ as between the hem¬ 
ispheres of the brain (note: The plural is val- 
leculae.) 

Valsalva’s manoeuvre /vael'saelvoz mo 
,nu:vo/ noun the process of breathing out 
while holding the nostrils closed and keeping 
the mouth shut, used in order to test the func¬ 
tioning of the Eustachian tubes or to adjust the 
pressure in the middle ear 
value /'vaelju:/ noun 1 . the degree to which 
something is useful or necessary O food with 
low nutritional value 2. a number or amount 
that is unknown and is shown as a symbol ■ 
plural noun values the views someone has 
about the appropriate way to behave O respect 
for different cultural values 
valve /vaelv/ noun a flap which opens and 
closes to allow liquid to pass in one direction 
only, e.g. in the heart, blood vessels or lym¬ 
phatic vessels 

valvotomy /vael'vDtomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to cut into a valve to make it open wid¬ 
er 

valvula /'vaelvjulo/ noun a small valve (note: 
The plural is valvulae.) 

valvular /'vaelvjulo/ adjective referring to a 
valve 

valvular disease of the heart /.vaelvjub 
di.ziiz 9V di: 'halt/ noun an inflammation of 
the membrane which lines the valves of the 
heart. Abbr VDH 

valvulitis /.vaelvju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a valve in the heart 


valvuloplasty /'vaelvjulouplaesti/ noun sur¬ 
gery to repair valves in the heart without open¬ 
ing the heart 

‘...in percutaneous balloon valvuloplasty a catheter 
introduced through the femoral vein is placed across 
the aortic valve and into the left ventricle; the cathe¬ 
ter is removed and a valve-dilating catheter bearing 
a 15mm balloon is placed across the valve’ 
[,Journal of the American Medical Association ] 
valvulotomy /.vaelvju'lDtomi/ noun same as 
valvotomy 

vancomycin /.vaerjkou'maisin/ noun an an¬ 
tibiotic which is effective against some bacte¬ 
ria which are resistant to other antibiotics. 
Strains of bacteria resistant to vancomycin 
have now developed. 

van den Bergh test/.vaen den 'b3:g .test/ 
noun a test of blood serum to see if a case of 
jaundice is caused by an obstruction in the liv¬ 
er or by haemolysis of red blood cells [After 
A.A. Hijmans van den Bergh (1869-1943), 
Dutch physician] 

vaporise /'veiporaiz/, vaporize verb to turn a 
liquid into a vapour 

vaporiser /'veiporaizo/, vaporizer noun a 
device which warms a liquid to which medici¬ 
nal oil has been added, so that it provides a va¬ 
pour which someone can inhale 
vapour /'veipo/ noun 1 . a substance in the 
form of a gas 2. steam from a mixture of a liq¬ 
uid and a medicinal oil (note: The US spelling 
is vapor.) 

Vaquez-Osler disease /vae,keiz 'dsIo di 
,zi:z/ noun same as polycythaemia vera [After 
Henri Vaquez (1860-1936), French physician, 
Sir William Osier (1849-1919), Professor of 
Medicine in Montreal, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and then Oxford] 

vara /'veoro/ adjective same as varus 
variant CJD /.veoriont ,si:d 3 ei 'di:/ noun a 
form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease which was 
observed first in the 1980s, especially affect¬ 
ing younger people. Abbr vCJD 
variation /.veori'eiJXojn/ noun a change 
from one level to another O There is a notice¬ 
able variation in his pulse rate. O The chart 
shows the variations in the patient’s tempera¬ 
ture over a twenty-four hour period. 
varicectomy /.vaeri'sektomi/ noun a surgi¬ 
cal operation to remove a vein or part of a vein 
varicella /.vaeri'selo/ noun same as chicken- 
pox 

varicella-zoster virus /.vaeriselo 'zDsto 
.vairos/ noun a herpes virus that causes chick- 
enpox and shingles 
varices /'vaerisiiz/ plural of varix 
varicocele /'vaerikouskl/ noun swelling of a 
vein in the spermatic cord which can be cor¬ 
rected by surgery 

varicose /'vaerikous/ adjective 1 . affected 
with or having varicose veins 2. designed for 
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the treatment of varicose veins 3. relating to or 
producing swelling 

varicose eczema /.vserikous 'eksimo/ 
noun eczema which develops on the legs, 
caused by bad circulation. Also called hypo¬ 
static eczema 

varicose ulcer /.vserikous 'aIso/ noun an 
ulcer in the leg as a result of bad circulation 
and varicose veins 

varicose vein /.vserikous 'vein/ noun a 
vein, usually in the legs, which becomes twist¬ 
ed and swollen 

varicosity /.vseri'kDsiti/ noun (of veins) the 
condition of being swollen and twisted 
varicotomy /.vseri'kDtomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to make a cut into a varicose vein 
varifocals /'veori.foukCojlz/ plural noun 
spectacles with lenses which have varying fo¬ 
cal lengths from top to bottom, for looking at 
things at different distances from the wearer 
variola /vo'raiolo/ noun same as smallpox 
varioloid /'veorioloid/ noun a type of mild 
smallpox which affects people who have al¬ 
ready had smallpox or have been vaccinated 
against it 

varix /'veoriks/ noun a swollen blood vessel, 
especially a swollen vein in the leg (note: The 
plural is varices.) 

Varolii /vo'rouli:/» pons Varolii 
varus /'veoros/, varum /'veorom/, vara / 
'veoro/ adjective turning inwards. i> coxa vara. 
Compare valgus 

vary /'veori/ verb 1 . to change O The dosage 
varies according to the age of the patient. 2. to 
try different actions O The patient was recom¬ 
mended to vary her diet. 
vas /vaes/ noun a tube in the body (note: The 
plural is vasa.) 

vas- /vaes/ prefix same as vaso- 
vasa efferentia /,veiso efo'rentio/ plural 
noun the group of small tubes which sperm 
travel down from the testis to the epididymis 
vasa vasorum /.veiso vei'soirom/ plural 
noun tiny blood vessels in the walls of larger 
blood vessels 

vascular /'vaeskjulo/ adjective referring to 
blood vessels 

vascular dementia /.vaeskjulo di'menjo/ 
noun a form of mental degeneration due to dis¬ 
ease of the blood vessels in the brain 
vascularisation /.vaeskjulorai'zeiJXsjn/, 
vascularization noun the development of new 
blood vessels 

vascular lesion /.vseskjulo 'li: 3 (o)n/ noun 
damage to a blood vessel 
vascular system /'vasskjulo .sistom/ noun 
the series of vessels such as veins, arteries and 
capillaries, carrying blood around the body 
vasculitis /.vasskju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of a blood vessel 


vas deferens /,vaes 'deforenz/ noun see il¬ 
lustration at urogenital system (male) in Sup¬ 
plement. also called ductus deferens, sperm 
duct (note: The plural is vasa deferentia.) 

vasectomy /vo'sektomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to cut a vas deferens, in order to pre¬ 
vent sperm travelling from the epididymis up 
the duct. i> bilateral vasectomy 
vas efferens /,v 2 es 'eforenz/ noun one of 
many tiny tubes which take the spermatozoa 
from the testis to the epididymis (note: The 
plural is vasa efferentia.) 
vaso- /veizou/ prefix 1. referring to a blood 
vessel 2. referring to the vas deferens 
vasoactive /.veizou'asktrv/ adjective having 
an effect on the blood vessels, especially con¬ 
stricting the arteries 

vasoconstriction /.veizoukon'strikjon/ 
noun a contraction of blood vessels which 
makes them narrower 

vasoconstrictor /.veizoukon'strikto/ noun 
a chemical substance which makes blood ves¬ 
sels become narrower, so that blood pressure 
rises, e.g. ephedrine hydrochloride 
vasodilatation /.veizou.dailo'teiJXojn/, va¬ 
sodilation /,veiZ3udaiTeiJ(3)n/ noun the re¬ 
laxation of blood vessels, especially the arter¬ 
ies, making them wider and leading to in¬ 
creased blood flow or reduced blood pressure 
vasodilator /.veizoudai'leito/ noun a chem¬ 
ical substance which makes blood vessels be¬ 
come wider, so that blood flows more easily 
and blood pressure falls, e.g. hydralazine hy¬ 
drochloride 

‘Volatile anaesthetic agents are potent vasodilators 

and facilitate blood flow to the skin.’ [British 

Journal of Nursing] 

vaso-epididymostomy /.veizou .epididi 
'mDStomi/ noun a surgical operation to reverse 
a vasectomy in which the cut end of the vas 
deferens is joined to a tubule within the epidi¬ 
dymis above a blockage in it 
vasoinhibitor /.veizouin'hibito/ noun a 
chemical substance that reduces or stops the 
activity of the nerves that control the widening 
or narrowing of the blood vessels 
vasoligation /.veizolai'geiJXojn/ noun a 
surgical operation to tie the vasa deferentia to 
prevent infection entering the epididymis from 
the urinary system 

vasomotion /veizo'mouJXojn/ noun the 
control of the diameter of blood vessels and 
thus of blood flow. [> vasoconstriction, va¬ 
sodilatation 

vasomotor /.veizou'mouto/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the control of the diameter of blood 
vessels 

vasomotor centre /.veizo'mouto sento/ 
noun a nerve centre in the brain which changes 
the rate of heartbeat and the diameter of blood 
vessels and so regulates blood pressure 
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vasomotor nerve /.veizou'mouto n3:v/ 
noun a nerve in the wall of a blood vessel 
which affects the diameter of the vessel 
vasopressin ^veizou'presin/ noun same as 

antidiuretic hormone 

vasopressor /.veizou'preso/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which increases blood pressure by nar¬ 
rowing the blood vessels 
vasospasm /'veizouspsezm/ noun a muscle 
spasm causing the fingers to become cold, 
white and numb. i> Raynaud’s disease 
vasovagal /,veizou'veig(o)l/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the vagus nerve and its effect on the 
heartbeat and blood circulation 
vasovagal attack /,veizou l veig(3)l o.tsek/ 
noun a fainting fit as a result of a slowing down 
of the heartbeats caused by excessive activity 
of the vagus nerve 

vasovasostomy /.veizouvo'sDstomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to reverse a vasectomy 
vasovesiculitis /.veizouvesikju'laitis/ 
noun inflammation of the seminal vesicles and 
a vas deferens 

vastus intermedius /.vasstos ,into 
'miidios/, vastus medialis /.vsestos ,mi:di 
'eilis/, vastus lateralis /.vsestos .lseto'reilis/ 
noun three of the four parts of the quadriceps 
femoris, the muscle of the thigh (note: The 
fourth is the rectus femoris.) 
vault /voilt/ noun □ vault of the skull part of 
the skull which includes the frontal bone, the 
temporal bones and the occipital bone 
VBAC abbr vaginal birth after Caesarean sec¬ 
tion 

vCJD abbr variant CJD 
VD abbr venereal disease 
VD clinic /,vi: 'di: .klinik/ noun a clinic spe¬ 
cialising in the diagnosis and treatment of ve¬ 
nereal diseases 

VDH abbr valvular disease of the heart 
vectis /'vektis/ noun a curved surgical instru¬ 
ment used in childbirth 
vector /'vekto/ noun an insect or animal 
which carries a disease and can pass it to hu¬ 
mans O The tsetse fly is a vector of sleeping 
sickness. 

vegan /'viigon/ noun someone who does not 
eat meat, dairy produce, eggs or fish and eats 
only vegetables and fruit ■ adjective involving 
a diet of only vegetables and fruit 
vegetarian /.vedgi'teorion/ noun someone 
who does not eat meat, but eats mainly vegeta¬ 
bles and fruit and sometimes dairy produce, 
eggs or fish ■ adjective involving a diet with¬ 
out meat 

vegetation / l ved 3 i'teiJ(o)n/ noun a growth 
on a membrane, e.g. on the cusps of valves in 
the heart 

vegetative /'ved 3 itotiv/ adjective 1 . refer¬ 
ring to growth of tissue or organs 2. referring 


to a state after brain damage, where a person is 
alive and breathing but shows no responses 
vehicle /'vi:ik(o)l/ noun a liquid in which a 
dose of a drug is put 

vein /vein/ noun a blood vessel which takes 
deoxygenated blood containing waste carbon 
dioxide from the tissues back to the heart 
(note: For other terms referring to veins see 
words beginning phleb-, phlebo- or vene-, 
veno-.) 

vena cava /.viino 'keivo/ noun one of two 
large veins which take deoxygenated blood 
from all the other veins into the right atrium of 
the heart. See illustration at heart in Supple¬ 
ment, kidney in Supplement (note: The plural 
is venae cavae.) 

comment: The superior vena cava brings 
blood from the head and the top part of the 
body, while the inferior vena cava brings 
blood from the abdomen and legs, 
vene- /veni/ prefix referring to veins 
venene /vo'niin/ noun a mixture of different 
venoms, used to produce antivenene 
venepuncture /'vempArjktJo/ noun the act 
of puncturing a vein either to inject a drug or 
to take a blood sample 

venereal /vo'moriol/ adjective 1 . relating to 
sex acts or sexual desire 2. relating to the gen¬ 
itals 3. referring to an infection or disease 
which is transmitted through sexual inter¬ 
course O venereal warts 
venereal disease /vi'nioriol di,zi:z/ noun a 
disease which is passed from one person to an¬ 
other during sexual intercourse. Abbr VD 
(note: Now usually called a sexually transmit¬ 
ted disease (STD).) 

venereal wart Armorial 'wort/ noun a wart 
on the genitals or in the urogenital area 
venereologist /vo^iori'nlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in the study of venereal 
diseases 

venereology /vOimori'Dlodsi/ noun the sci¬ 
entific study of venereal diseases 
venereum /vo'nioriom/ * lymphogranulo¬ 
ma venereum 
veneris /'venoris/* mons 
venesection ^veni'sekjon/ noun an opera¬ 
tion where a vein is cut so that blood can be re¬ 
moved, e.g. when taking blood from a donor 
venipuncture /'vempArjktJo/ noun same as 
venepuncture 

veno- /viinou/ prefix referring to veins 
venoclysis /vo'nDklosis/ noun the proce¬ 
dure of slowly introducing a saline or other so¬ 
lution into a vein 

venogram /'viinograem/ noun same as phle- 
bogram 

venography /vi'nDgrofi/ noun same as phle¬ 
bography 

venom /'venom/ noun a poison in the bite of 
a snake or insect 
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comment: Depending on the source of the 
bite, venom can have a wide range of effects, 
from a sore spot after a bee sting, to death 
from a scorpion. Antivenene will counteract 
the effects of venom, but is only effective if the 
animal which gave the bite can be correctly 
identified. 

venomous /'venomos/ adjective referring to 
an animal which has poison in its bite O The 
cobra is a venomous snake. O He was bitten by 
a venomous spider. 

venosus /vi'nousos/} ductus venosus 
venous /'viinos/ adjective referring to the 
veins 

‘.. .venous air embolism is a potentially fatal compli¬ 
cation of percutaneous venous catheterization’ 
[Southern Medical Journal\ 

‘...a pad was placed under the Achilles tendon to 
raise the legs, thus aiding venous return and prevent¬ 
ing deep vein thrombosis’ [NATNews] 
venous bleeding /.viinos 'bliidig/ noun 
bleeding from a vein 

venous blood /'viinos blAd/ noun same as 

deoxygenated blood 

venous haemorrhage /.viinos 
, hem(o)rid 3 / noun the escape of blood from a 
vein 

venous system /'viinos .sistom/ noun a 
system of veins which brings blood back to the 
heart from the tissues 

venous thrombosis /.viinos Grom'bousis/ 
noun the blocking of a vein by a blood clot 
venous ulcer /.viinos 1 Also/ noun an ulcer in 
the leg, caused by varicose veins or by a blood 
clot 

ventilation /,venti'leij(3)n/ noun the act of 
breathing air in or out of the lungs, so remov¬ 
ing waste products from the blood in exchange 
for oxygen. C> dead space 
ventilator /'ventileito/ noun a machine 
which pumps air into and out of the lungs of 
someone who has difficulty in breathing O The 
newborn baby was put on a ventilator. Also 
called respirator 

ventilatory failure /'ventileitri .feiljo/ 
noun a failure of the lungs to oxygenate the 
blood correctly 

Ventimask /'ventimaisk/ a trademark for a 
type of oxygen mask 

Ventolin /'ventolin/ a trade name for salbuta- 
mol 

ventouse /'ventuis/ noun a cup-like vacuum 
device attached to the top of an unborn baby’s 
head in the process of delivery, used to enable 
a distressed baby to be bom quickly 
ventral /'ventr(o)l/ adjective 1. referring to 
the abdomen 2. referring to the front of the 
body. Opposite dorsal 

ventricle /'ventrik(o)l/ noun a cavity in an 
organ, especially in the heart or brain. See il¬ 
lustration at heart in Supplement 
comment: There are two ventricles in the 
heart: the left ventricle takes oxygenated 


blood from the pulmonary vein through the left 
atrium, and pumps it into the aorta to circulate 
round the body; the right ventricle takes blood 
from the veins through the right atrium, and 
pumps it into the pulmonary artery to be 
passed to the lungs to be oxygenated. There 
are four ventricles in the brain, each contain¬ 
ing cerebrospinal fluid. The two lateral ventri¬ 
cles in the cerebral hemispheres contain the 
choroid processes which produce cerebrospi¬ 
nal fluid. The third ventricle lies in the midline 
between the two thalami. The fourth ventricle 
is part of the central canal of the hindbrain, 
ventricul- /ventrikjul/ prefix referring to a 
ventricle in the brain or heart 
ventricular /ven'trikjub/ adjective referring 
to the ventricles 

ventricular fibrillation /ven.trikjub .fail 
bri'leij(9)n/ noun a serious heart condition 
where the ventricular muscles flutter and the 
heart no longer beats. Abbr VF 
ventricular folds /ven'trikjub fouldz/ plu¬ 
ral noun same as vocal cords 
ventricular septal defect /ven.trikjulo 
'sept(o)l di.fekt/ noun a condition in which 
blood can flow between the two ventricles of 
the heart, because the intraventricular septum 
has not developed properly. Abbr VSD. Com¬ 
pare atrial septal defect 
ventriculitis /.ventrikju'laitis/ noun in¬ 
flammation of the brain ventricles 
ventriculoatriostomy /ven.trikjubu.eitri 
'DStomi/ noun an operation to relieve pressure 
caused by excessive quantities of cerebrospi¬ 
nal fluid in the brain ventricles 
ventriculogram /ven'trikjubgrsem/ noun 
an X-ray picture of the ventricles of the brain 
ventriculography /.ventrikju'bgrofi/ 
noun a method of taking X-ray pictures of the 
ventricles of the brain after air has been intro¬ 
duced to replace the cerebrospinal fluid 
ventriculo-peritoneal shunt /ven 
.trikjubu .perito.niiol 'jAnt/ noun an artifi¬ 
cial drain used in hydrocephalus to drain cere¬ 
brospinal fluid from the ventricles 
ventriculoscopy /ven.trikju'lDskopi/ noun 
an examination of the brain using an endo¬ 
scope 

ventriculostomy /ven.trikju'lostomi/ noun 
a surgical operation to pass a hollow needle 
into a ventricle of the brain so as to reduce 
pressure, take a sample of fluid or enlarge the 
ventricular opening to prevent the need for a 
shunt 

ventro- /ventrou/ prefix 1 . ventral 2. referring 
to the abdomen 

ventrofixation /.ventroufik'seiJXojn/ noun 
a surgical operation to treat retroversion of the 
uterus by attaching the uterus to the wall of the 
abdomen 

ventrosuspension /.ventrouso'spenjbn/ 
noun a surgical operation to treat retroversion 
of the uterus 
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Venturi mask /ven'tjuori maisk/ noun a 
type of disposable mask which gives the per¬ 
son a controlled mixture of oxygen and air 
Venturi nebuliser /ven'tjuori .nebjulaizo/ 
noun a type of nebuliser which is used in aero¬ 
sol therapy 

venule /'venjuil/ noun a small vein or vessel 
leading from tissue to a larger vein 
verapamil /vo'raspomil/ noun a synthetic 
compound which helps to prevent the move¬ 
ment of calcium ions across membranes. It is 
used in the treatment of angina pectoris, hy¬ 
pertension and irregular heartbeat, 
verbigeration /.vsibidgo'reij^n/ noun a 
condition seen in people with mental disor¬ 
ders, in which they keep saying the same 
words over and over again 
vermicide /'v3:misaid/ noun a substance 
which kills worms in the intestine 
vermiform /'v3:mifo:m/ adjective shaped 
like a worm 

vermiform appendix /,v3:mifo:m o 
'pendiks/ noun same as appendix 1 
vermifuge /'V3:mifju:d3/ noun a substance 
which removes worms from the intestine 
vermillion border /vo.milion 'boido/ noun 
the external red parts of the lips 
vermis /'v3:mis/ noun the central part of the 
cerebellum, which forms the top of the fourth 
ventricle 

vermix /'v3:miks/ noun a vermiform appen¬ 
dix 

vernix caseosa /,v3:mks keisi'ouso/ noun 
an oily substance which covers a baby’s skin at 
birth 

verruca /vo'ruiko/ noun a small hard harm¬ 
less growth on the sole of the foot, caused by a 
virus (note: Verrucas are a type of wart. The 
plural is verrucas or verrucae.) 
version /'v3:/(3)n/ noun the procedure of 
turning a fetus in a uterus so as to put it in a 
better position for birth 
vertebra /'v3:tibro/ noun one of twenty-four 
ring-shaped bones which link together to form 
the backbone. See illustration at cartilagi¬ 
nous joint in Supplement (note: The plural is 
vertebrae.) 

comment: The top vertebra (the atlas) sup¬ 
ports the skull; the first seven vertebrae in the 
neck are the cervical vertebrae; then follow 
the twelve thoracic or dorsal vertebrae which 
are behind the chest and five lumbar verte¬ 
brae in the lower part of the back. The sacrum 
and coccyx are formed of five sacral vertebrae 
and four coccygeal vertebrae which have 
fused together. 

vertebral /'v3:tibrol/ adjective referring to 
the vertebrae 

vertebral artery /,v3:tibrol 'aitori/ noun 
one of two arteries which go up the back of the 
neck into the brain 


vesicovaginal 

vertebral canal /,v3itibr9l ko'nasl/ noun 

same as spinal canal 

vertebral column /'v3:tibrol ,kDlom/ noun 
the series of bones and discs linked together to 
form a flexible column running from the base 
of the skull to the pelvis. Also called back¬ 
bone, spinal column. See illustration at pelvis 
in Supplement 

vertebral disc /,v3:tibrol 'disk/ noun same 

as intervertebral disc 

vertebral foramen /,v3:tibrol fo'reimon/ 
noun a hole in the centre of a vertebra which 
links with others to form the vertebral canal 
through which the spinal cord passes 
vertebral ganglion /,v3:t9brol 'gasgglion/ 
noun a ganglion in front of the origin of the 
vertebral artery 

vertebro-basilar insufficiency /.vsitibrou 
.bsezilo .inso'fijonsi/ noun a brainstem ischae¬ 
mia due to temporary occlusion of the arteries 
vertex /'v3iteks/ noun the top of the skull 
vertex delivery /'v3iteks di,liv(9)ri/ noun a 
normal birth, where the baby’s head appears 
first 

vertigo /'vsitigou/ noun 1 . feelings of dizzi¬ 
ness or giddiness caused by a malfunction of 
the sense of balance 2. a fear of heights, as a re¬ 
sult of a sensation of dizziness which is felt 
when high up, especially on a tall building O 
She won't sit near the window - she suffers 
from vertigo. 

very low density lipoprotein /,veri lou 
.densoti ^ipou'proutiin/ noun a fat produced 
by the liver after food has been absorbed and 
before it becomes low density lipoprotein. 

AbbrVLDL 

vesical /'vesik(9)l/ adjective referring to the 
bladder 

vesicant /'vesikont/ noun a substance which 
makes the skin blister. Also called epispastic 
vesicle /'vesik(o)l/ noun 1 . a small blister on 
the skin, e.g. caused by eczema 2. a sac which 
contains liquid 

vesico- /vesikou/ prefix referring to the uri¬ 
nary bladder 

vesicofixation /.vesikoufik'seij^n/ noun 

same as cystopexy 

vesicostomy /.vesi'kDstomi/, vesicotomy / 

.vesi'kDtomi/ noun same as cystostomy 
vesicoureteric reflux /.vesikoujuori 
,terik 'riiflAks/ noun the flowing of urine 
back from the bladder up the ureters during 
urination, which may carry infection from the 
bladder to the kidneys. Also called vesicouret¬ 
ie reflux 

vesicouretic /,vesikouju'retik/ adjective 
relating to the urinary bladder and the ureters 
vesicouretic reflux /.vesikouju.retik 
'riiflAks/ noun same as vesicoureteric reflux 
vesicovaginal /.vesikouvo'dsainCo)!/ ad¬ 
jective referring to the bladder and the vagina 
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vesicovaginal fistula 

vesicovaginal fistula /.vesikouvo^aintajl 
'fistjuta/ noun an unusual opening between 
the bladder and the vagina 
vesicular /vo'sikjuta/ adjective referring to a 
vesicle 

vesicular breathing /vo.sikjuta 'briidirj/, 
vesicular breath sound /vo.sikjuta 'bre0 
saund/ plural noun the sound made during the 
normal breathing process 
vesiculation /vo.sikju'leiJXojn/ noun the 
formation of blisters on the skin 
vesiculectomy /.vesikju'lektomi/ noun a 
surgical operation to remove a seminal vesicle 
vesiculitis /vo.sikju'laitis/ noun inflamma¬ 
tion of the seminal vesicles 
vesiculography /vo.sikju'logrofi/ noun an 
X-ray examination of the seminal vesicles 
vesiculopapular /vo.sikjutau'paspjuta/ 
adjective referring to a skin disorder which has 
both blisters and papules 
vesiculopustular /vo.sikjutau'pAstjuta/ 
adjective referring to a skin disorder which has 
both blisters and pustules 
vessel /'ves(o)l/ noun 1 . a tube in the body 
along which liquid flows, especially a blood 
vessel 2. a container for fluids 
vestibular /ve'stibjuta/ adjective referring to 
a vestibule, especially the vestibule of the in¬ 
ner ear 

vestibular folds /ve'stibjuta fouldz/ plural 
noun folds in the larynx above the vocal folds, 
which are not used for speech. Also called 

false vocal cords 

vestibular glands /ve'stibjuta glaendz/ 
plural noun the glands at the point where the 
vagina and vulva join, which secrete a lubri¬ 
cating substance 

vestibular nerve /ve'stibjub n3:v/ noun 
the part of the auditory nerve which carries in¬ 
formation about balance to the brain 
vestibule /'vestibjuil/ noun a cavity in the 
body at the entrance to an organ, especially the 
first cavity in the inner ear or the space in the 
larynx above the vocal cords or a nostril. See 
illustration at ear in Supplement 
vestibulocochlear nerve /ves.tibjutau 
'koklb ,n3iv/ noun the eighth cranial nerve 
which governs hearing and balance. Also 
called acoustic nerve, auditory nerve 
vestigial /ves'tid 3 bl/ adjective existing in a 
rudimentary form O The coccyx is a vestigial 
tail. 

VF abbr ventricular fibrillation □ in VF refer¬ 
ring to someone whose heart is no longer able 
to beat 

viability /,vai^'biliti/ noun the fact of being 
viable O The viability of the fetus before the 
22nd week is doubtful. 

viable /'vaiob(3)l/ adjective referring to a fe¬ 
tus which can survive if born O A fetus is via¬ 
ble by about the 28th week of pregnancy. 


Viagra /vai'segro/ a trade name for sildenafil 
citrate 

vial /'vaiol/ noun same as phial 
Vibramycin /.vaibro'maisin/ a trade name 
for doxycycline 

vibrate /vai'breit/ verb to move rapidly and 
continuously 

vibration /vai'breiJ(o)n/ noun rapid and 
continuous movement O Speech is formed by 
the vibrations of the vocal cords. 
vibration white finger /vai.breiJXojn 
'wait ,f irjgo/ noun a condition caused by long¬ 
term use of a chain saw or pneumatic drill, 
which affects the circulation in the fingers 
vibrator /vai'breito/ noun a device to pro¬ 
duce vibrations, which may be used for mas¬ 
sages 

Vibrio /'vibrbu/ noun a genus of Gram-nega¬ 
tive bacteria which are found in water and 
cause cholera 

vibrissae /vai'brisii/ plural noun hairs in the 
nostrils or ears 

vicarious /vi'keortas/ adjective done by one 
organ or agent in place of another 
vicarious menstruation /vi.keortas ,men 
stru'eiJXojn/ noun the discharge of blood oth¬ 
er than by the vagina during menstrual periods 
victim /'viktim/ noun a person who is injured 
in an accident or who has caught a disease O 
The victims of the rail crash were taken to the 
local hospital. □ to fall victim to something 
to become a victim of or to experience bad ef¬ 
fects from something O Half the people eating 
at the restaurant fell victim to salmonella poi¬ 
soning. 

vigour /'vigo/ noun a combination of positive 
attributes expressed in rapid growth, large size, 
high fertility and long life in an organism 
(note: The US spelling is vigor.) 
villous /'vitas/ adjective shaped like a villus, 
or formed of villi 

villus /'vitas/ noun a tiny projection like a fin¬ 
ger on the surface of a mucous membrane 
(note: The plural is villi.) 
vinblastine /vin'blsestiin/ noun an alkaloid 
drug used in the treatment of cancer 
vincristine /vin'kristiin/ noun an alkaloid 
drug similar to vinblastine, also used in the 
treatment of cancer. It works by blocking cell 
division and is highly toxic, 
vinculum /'vigkjutam/ noun a thin connect¬ 
ing band of tissue (note: The plural is vincula.) 
violent /'vaiotant/ adjective very strong, very 
severe O He had a violent headache. O Her re¬ 
action to the injection was violent. 
violently /'vaiotantli/ adverb in a strong way 
O He reacted violently to the antihistamine. 
violet /'vaiotat/ noun a dark, purplish blue 
colour at the end of the visible spectrum 
viraemia /vai'riimta/ noun a virus in the 
blood (note: The US spelling is viremia.) 
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viral /'vairol/ adjective caused by a virus, or 
referring to a virus 

viral hepatitis noun same as serum hepatitis 
viral infection /'vairol in.fekjon/ noun an 
infection caused by a virus 
viral pneumonia /.vairol njui'mounio/ noun 
a type of inflammation of the lungs caused by 
a virus. Also called virus pneumonia 
virgin /'V3id3in/ noun a female who has not 
experienced sexual intercourse 
virginity /V3'd3initi/ noun the condition of a 
female who has not experienced sexual inter¬ 
course 

virile /'virail/ adjective like a man, with strong 
male characteristics 

virilisation /.virilai'zeiJXojn/, virilization 

noun the development of male characteristics 
in a woman, caused by a hormone imbalance 
or therapy 

virilism /'viriliz(o)m/ noun male characteris¬ 
tics such as body hair and a deep voice in a 
woman 

virology /vai'rolodsi/ noun the scientific 
study of viruses 

virulence /'virulons/ noun 1. the ability of a 
microorganism to cause a disease 2. the degree 
of effect of a disease 

virulent /'virulont/ adjective 1. referring to 
the ability of a microorganism to cause a dis¬ 
ease O an unusually virulent strain of the virus 
2. referring to a disease which develops rapid¬ 
ly and has strong effects 
virus /'vairos/ noun a parasite consisting of a 
nucleic acid surrounded by a protein coat that 
can only develop in other cells. Viruses cause 
many diseases including the common cold, 
AIDS, herpes and polio, (note: Antibiotics have 
no effect on viruses, but effective vaccines have 
been developed for some viral diseases.) 
virus pneumonia noun same as viral pneu¬ 
monia 

viscera /'visoro/ plural noun the internal or¬ 
gans, e.g. the heart, lungs, stomach and intes¬ 
tines 

visceral /'visorol/ adjective referring to the 
internal organs 

visceral larva migrans /.visorol .laivo 
'maigrzenz/ noun same as toxocariasis 
visceral muscle /'visorol ,mAs(9)l/ noun a 
smooth muscle in the wall of the intestine 
which makes the intestine contract 
visceral pericardium /.visorol ,peri 
'kaidiom/ noun the inner layer of serous peri¬ 
cardium, attached to the wall of the heart 
visceral peritoneum /.visorol .peritou 
'niiom/ noun part of the peritoneum which 
covers the organs in the abdominal cavity 
visceral pleura /.visorol 'pluoro/ noun a 
membrane attached to the surface of a lung. 
See illustration at lungs in Supplement 


visceral pouch /'visorol pautJ7 noun same 

as pharyngeal pouch 

viscero- /visorou/ prefix relating to the vis¬ 
cera 

visceromotor /.visoro'mouto/ adjective 
controlling the movement of viscera 
visceroptosis /.visoro'tousis/ noun a 
movement of an internal organ downwards 
from its usual position 

visceroreceptor /.visorouri'septo/ noun a 
receptor cell which reacts to stimuli from or¬ 
gans such as the stomach, heart and lungs 
viscid /'visid/ adjective referring to a liquid 
which is sticky and slow-moving 
viscosity /vi'skDSiti/ noun the state of a liq¬ 
uid which moves slowly 
viscous /'viskos/ adjective referring to a liq¬ 
uid which is thick and slow-moving 
viscus /'viskos/» viscera 
visible /'vizib(o)l/ adjective able to be seen O 
There were no visible symptoms of the disease. 
vision /'vi 3 (o)n/ noun the ability to see, eye¬ 
sight O After the age of 50, many people's vi¬ 
sion begins to fail. 

vision centre /'vi 3 (o)n ,sento/ noun the 
point in the brain where the nerves relating to 
the eye come together 

visit /'vizit/ noun 1. a short stay with some¬ 
one, especially to comfort a patient O The pa¬ 
tient is too weak to have any visits. O He is al¬ 
lowed visits often minutes only. 2. a short stay 
with a professional person O They had a visit 
from the district nurse. O She paid a visit to the 
chiropodist. O On the patient's last visit to the 
physiotherapy unit, nurses noticed a great im¬ 
provement in her walking. ■ verb to stay a 
short time with someone O I am going to visit 
my brother in hospital. O She was visited by 
the health visitor. 

visiting times /'vizitirj taimz/ plural noun 
the times of day when friends are allowed into 
a hospital to visit patients 
visitor /'vizit9/ noun a person who visits O 
Visitors are allowed into the hospital on Sun¬ 
day afternoons. O How many visitors did you 
have this week? 

visual /'vi 3 Uol/ adjective referring to sight or 
vision 

visual acuity /,vi 3 uol o'kjunti/ noun the 

ability to see objects clearly 

visual area /,vi 3 uol 'eorio/ noun the part of 

the cerebral cortex which is concerned with 

sight 

visual axis /,vi 3 Uol 'ceksis/ noun the line be¬ 
tween the object on which the eye focuses, and 
the fovea 

visual cortex /,vi 3 uol 'koiteks/ noun the 
part of the cerebral cortex which receives in¬ 
formation about sight 
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visual field /'vi 3 Uol fi:l n d/ noun the area 
which can be seen without moving the eye. 
Also called field of vision 
visualisation /,vi3U3lai'zeif(3)n/, visuali¬ 
zation noun 1. a technique in which an image 
of an internal organ or other part of the body is 
produced by using X-rays or other means such 
as magnetic resonance imaging 2. a technique 
in which someone creates a strongly positive 
mental picture of something such as the way in 
which they would like to solve a problem, in 
order to help them cope with it 
visually impaired /,vi 3 uoli im'peod/ adjec¬ 
tive having difficulty in seeing because of an 
eye condition 

visually impaired person /,vi 3 uoli im 
,peod 'p3:s(o)n/ noun a person whose eye¬ 
sight is not clear 

visual purple /,vi3Uol 'p3:p(o)l/ noun same 

as rhodopsin 

vitae /' vaiti:/ t arbor vitae 

vital /'vait(o)l/ adjective very important or 
necessary for life O If circulation is stopped, 
vital nerve cells begin to die in a few minutes. 
O Oxygen is vital to the human system. 
vital capacity /,vait(o)l ko'pcesiti/ noun the 
largest amount of air which a person can ex¬ 
hale at one time 

vital centre /,vait(o)l 'sento/ noun a group 
of nerve cells in the brain which govern a par¬ 
ticular function of the body such as the five 
senses 

vital organs /,vait(o)l 'oigonz/ plural noun 
the most important organs in the body, without 
which a human being cannot live, e.g. the 
heart, lungs and brain 

vital signs /,vait(o)l 'sainz/ plural noun 
measurements of pulse, breathing and temper¬ 
ature 

vital statistics /,vait(o)l sto'tistiks/ plural 
noun a set of official statistics relating to the 
population of a place, such as the percentage 
of live births per thousand, the incidence of 
particular diseases and the numbers of births 
and deaths 

vitamin /'vitamin/ noun an essential sub¬ 
stance not synthesised in the body, but found 
in most foods, and needed for good health 
Vitamin A /.vitamin 'ei/ noun a vitamin 
which is soluble in fat and can be formed in the 
body from precursors but is mainly found in 
food such as liver, vegetables, eggs and cod 
liver oil. Also called retinol 
comment: Lack of Vitamin A affects the 
body’s growth and resistance to disease and 
can cause night blindness or xerophthalmia. 
Carotene (the yellow substance in carrots) is 
a precursor of Vitamin A, which accounts for 
the saying that eating carrots helps you to see 
in the dark. 


Vitamin B 1 /,vitamin bii 'wAn/ noun a vita¬ 
min found in yeast, liver, cereals and pork. 
Also called thiamine 

Vitamin B 2 /.vitamin bi: 'tu:/ noun a vita¬ 
min found in eggs, liver, green vegetables, 
milk and yeast. Also called riboflavine 
Vitamin B 6 /.vitamin bi: 'siks/ noun a vita¬ 
min found in meat, cereals and molasses. Also 
called pyridoxine 

Vitamin B 12 /.vitamin bi: 'twelv/ noun a vi¬ 
tamin found in liver and kidney, but not 
present in vegetables. Also called cyanoco- 
balamin 

Vitamin B complex /.vitamin bi: 'kmiU 
pleks/ noun a group of vitamins such as folic 
acid, riboflavine and thiamine 
Vitamin C /'vitamin si:/ noun a vitamin 
which is soluble in water and is found in fresh 
fruit, especially oranges and lemons, raw veg¬ 
etables and liver. Also called ascorbic acid 
Vitamin D /.vitamin 'di:/ noun a vitamin 
which is soluble in fat and is found in butter, 
eggs and fish. It is also produced by the skin 
when exposed to sunlight. It helps in the for¬ 
mation of bones, and lack of it causes rickets 
in children. 

vitamin deficiency /'vitamin di,fij(a)nsi/ 
noun a lack of necessary vitamins O He is suf¬ 
fering from Vitamin A deficiency. O Vitamin C 
deficiency causes scurvy. 

Vitamin E /.vitamin 'i:/ noun a vitamin 
found in vegetables, vegetable oils, eggs and 
wholemeal bread 

Vitamin K /.vitamin 'kei/ noun a vitamin 
found in green vegetables such as spinach and 
cabbage, and which helps the clotting of blood 
and is needed to activate prothrombin 
vitelline sac /vi'telain sask/ noun a sac at¬ 
tached to an embryo, where the blood cells 
first form 

vitellus /vi'telas/ noun the yolk of an egg 
(ovum) 

vitiligo /.viti'laigau/ noun a condition in 
which white patches appear on the skin. Also 
called leucoderma 

vitrectomy /vi'trektomi/ noun a surgical op¬ 
eration to remove some or all of the vitreous 
humour of the eye 

vitreous /'vitrios/ adjective 1. having the 
characteristics of glass 2. relating to the vitre¬ 
ous humour of the eye 

vitreous body /'vitrios ,bDdi/ noun same as 

vitreous humour 

vitreous detachment /.vitrios di 
'teet Jmont/ noun the separation of the vitreous 
humour from the retina, often due to natural 
ageing when the vitreous humour thins, but 
also occurring in other conditions such as dia¬ 
betes 

vitreous humour /.vitrios 'hju:mo/ noun a 
transparent jelly which fills the main cavity 
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behind the lens in the eye. See illustration at 
eye in Supplement 

vitritis /vi'traitis/ noun same as hyalitis 

vitro /'viitriou/» in vitro 

Vitus /'vaitos/» St Vitus’s dance 

viviparous /vi'viporos/ adjective referring to 
animals which bear live young, such as hu¬ 
mans, as opposed to birds and reptiles which 
lay eggs . 

vivisection /.vivi'sekjon/ noun the act of 
dissecting a living animal as an experiment 
vocal /'vouk(o)l/ adjective referring to the 
voice 

vocal cords /'v9uk(9)l ko:dz/ plural noun a 
pair of fibrous sheets of tissue which span the 
cavity of the voice box (larynx) and produce 
sounds by vibrating. Also called ventricular 
folds 

vocal folds /'v9uk(o)l fouldz/ plural noun 
same as vocal cords 

vocal folds abducted /,v9uk(o)l fouldz ob 
'dAktid/ noun the usual condition of the vocal 
cords in quiet breathing 
vocal folds adducted /,vouk(3)l fouldz o 
'dAktid/ noun the position of the vocal cords 
for speaking 

vocal fremitus /,vouk(9)l 'fremitos/ noun a 
vibration of the chest when a person speaks or 
coughs 

vocal ligament /'v9uk(9)l .ligomont/ noun 
a ligament in the centre of the vocal cords 
vocal resonance /,v9uk(o)l 'rezonons/ 
noun a sound heard by a doctor when he or she 
listens through a stethoscope to the chest while 
a person is speaking 

voice /vois/ noun the sound made when a per¬ 
son speaks or sings □ to lose one’s voice not to 
be able to speak because of a throat infection 
□ his voice has broken his voice has become 
deeper and adult, with the onset of puberty 
voice box /'vois bDks/ noun the larynx, a 
hollow organ containing the vocal cords at the 
back of the throat, which produces sounds 
volar /'voulo/ adjective referring to the palm 
of the hand or sole of the foot 
volatile /'vdotail/ adjective referring to a liq¬ 
uid which turns into gas at room temperature 
volatile oils /.VDlotail 'oilz/ plural noun con¬ 
centrated oils from plants used in cosmetics 
and as antiseptics 

volitantes /vdi'tsentiiz/ » muscae voli- 
tantes 

volition /vo'liJ(o)n/ noun the ability to use 
the will 

Volkmann’s canal /'folkmainz ko.nsel/ 
noun a canal running horizontally through 
compact bone, carrying blood to the Haversian 
systems [After Richard von Volkmann (1830- 
89), German surgeon] 

Volkmann’s contracture /'folkmainz kon 
,tr£ekt Jo/ noun a fibrosis and tightening of the 


muscles of the forearm because blood supply 
has been restricted, leading to contraction of 
the fingers 

volsella /vol'selo/ noun a type of surgical for¬ 
ceps with claw-like hooks at the end of each 
arm. Also called vulsella 
volume /'vDljuim/ noun an amount of a sub¬ 
stance 

voluntary /'vDlont(o)ri/ adjective done be¬ 
cause one wishes to do it 
voluntary admission /,vDlont(o)ri od 
'miJ(o)n/ noun the process of taking someone 
into a psychiatric hospital with the person’s 
consent 

voluntary movement /,vDlont(o)ri 
'muivmont/ noun a movement directed by the 
person’s willpower, using voluntary muscles, 
e.g. walking or speaking 
voluntary muscle /'vDlont(o)ri ,niAs(o)l/ 
noun a muscle which is consciously control¬ 
led. It is usually made up of striated fibres. 
comment: Voluntary muscles work in pairs, 
where one contracts and pulls, while the other 
relaxes to allow the bone to move, 
volunteer /.VDlon'tio/ noun a person who of¬ 
fers to do something for free, without being 
paid O The hospital relies on volunteers to 
help with sports for disabled children. O They 
are asking for volunteers to test the new cold 
cure. ■ verb to offer to do something for free O 
The research team volunteered to test the new 
drug on themselves. 

volvulus /'vDlvjulos/ noun a condition in 
which a loop of intestine is twisted and 
blocked, so cutting off its blood supply 
vomer /'voumo/ noun a thin flat vertical bone 
in the septum of the nose 
vomica /'vomiko/ noun 1 . a cavity in the 
lungs containing pus 2. the act of vomiting pus 
from the throat or lungs 
vomit /'vomit/ noun partly digested food 
which has been brought up from the stomach 
into the mouth O His bed was covered with 
vomit. O She died after choking on her own 
vomit. Also called vomitus ■ verb to bring up 
partly digested food from the stomach into the 
mouth O He had a fever, and then started to 
vomit. O She vomited her breakfast. 
vomiting /'vomitig/ noun the act of bringing 
up vomit into the mouth. Also called emesis 
vomitus /'vDmitos/ noun same as vomit 
von Hippel-Lindau syndrome Mm 
,hip(o)l 'lindau .sindroum/ noun a disease in 
which angiomas of the brain are related to an¬ 
giomas and cysts in other parts of the body 
von Recklinghausen’s disease /,vDn 
'reklii]hauz(o)nz di.ziiz/ noun 1 . same as 
neurofibromatosis 2. same as osteitis fibrosis 
cystica [Described 1882. After Friedrich Daniel 
von Recklinghausen (1833-1910), Professor of 
Pathology at Strasbourg, France.] 
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von Willebrand’s disease /,vdii 'vili 
brsendz di,zi:z/ noun a hereditary blood dis¬ 
ease, occurring in both sexes, in which the mu¬ 
cous membrane starts to bleed without any ap¬ 
parent reason. It is caused by a deficiency of a 
clotting factor in the blood, called von Wille¬ 
brand’s factor. [Described 1926. After E. A. von 
Willebrand (1870-1949), Finnish physician.] 
von Willebrand’s factor /,vDn 'vili 
brsendz ,f 2 ekto/ noun a protein substance in 
plasma involved in platelet aggregation 
voyeurism /'vwai3:riz(9)m/ noun a condi¬ 
tion in which a person experiences sexual 
pleasure by watching others having inter¬ 
course 

VSD abbr ventricular septal defect 
vu /vu:/ l deja vu 

vulgaris /vAl'georis/ 1 lupus vulgaris 

vulnerable /'vAln(9)r3b(o)l/ adjective likely 
to catch a disease because of being in a weak¬ 


ened state O Premature babies are especially 
vulnerable to infection. 

vulsella /vAl'selo/, vulsellum /vAl'selom/ 
noun same as volsella 

vulv- /vaIv/ prefix referring to the vulva ( used 
before vowels) 

vulva /'vaIvo/ noun a woman’s external sexu¬ 
al organs, at the opening leading to the vagina. 
0 kraurosis vulvae (note: For other terms refer¬ 
ring to the vulva, see words beginning with epi- 
si-.) 

comment: The vulva is formed of folds (the la¬ 
bia), surrounding the clitoris and the entrance 
to the vagina. 

vulvectomy /vAl'vektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to remove the vulva 
vulvitis /VAl'vaitis/ noun inflammation of 
the vulva, causing intense irritation 
vulvovaginitis / v a I v o o v m d 3 1 1 n a 1 11 s / noun 
inflammation of the vulva and vagina 




wad /WDd/ noun a pad of material used to put 
on a wound O The nurse put a wad of absorb¬ 
ent cotton over the sore. 
wadding /'wodig/ noun material used to 
make a wad O Put a layer of cotton wadding 
over the eye. 

waist /weist/ noun the narrow part of the 
body below the chest and above the buttocks 
wait /weit/ verb to stay somewhere until 
something happens or someone arrives O He 
has been waiting for his operation for six 
months. O There are ten patients waiting to see 
Dr Smith. 

waiting list /'weitig list/ noun a list of peo¬ 
ple waiting for admission to hospital usually 
for treatment of non-urgent disorders O The 
length of waiting lists for non-emergency sur¬ 
gery varies enormously from one region to an¬ 
other. O It is hoped that hospital waiting lists 
will get shorter. 

waiting room /'weitirj ruim/ noun a room at 
a doctor’s or dentist’s surgery where people 
wait O Please sit in the waiting room - the 
doctor will see you in ten minutes. 
waiting time /'weitirj taim/ noun the period 
between the time when someone’s name has 
been put on the waiting list and his or her ad¬ 
mission into hospital 

wake /weik/ verb 1. to interrupt someone’s 
sleep O The nurse woke the patient, or The pa¬ 
tient was woken by the nurse. 2. to stop sleep¬ 
ing O The patient had to be woken to have his 
injection, (note: waking - woke - woken) 
wakeful /'weikf(o)l/ adjective wide awake, 
not wanting to sleep 

wakefulness /'weikfulnos/ noun the condi¬ 
tion of being wide awake 
wake up /,weik 'Ap/ verb to stop sleeping, or 
stop someone sleeping O The old man woke up 
in the middle of the night and started calling 
for the nurse. 

Waldeyer’s ring /.vaildaioz 'rig/ noun a 
ring of lymphoid tissue made by the tonsils 
and adenoid [Described 1884. After Heinrich 
Wilhelm Gottfried Waldeyer-Hartz (1836-1921), 
German anatomist.] 


walk /wo:k/ verb to go on foot O The baby is 
learning to walk. O He walked when he was 
only eleven months old. O She can walk a few 
steps with a Zimmer frame. 
walking distance /'woikig .distons/ noun 
the distance which someone can walk before 
they experience pain in their muscles, which 
shows the effectiveness of the blood supply to 
their legs 

walking frame /'woikirj freim/ noun a metal 
frame used by people who have difficulty in 
walking. [> Zimmer frame 

wall /wo:l/ noun the side part of an organ or a 
passage in the body O An ulcer formed in the 
wall of the duodenum. O The doctor made an 
incision in the abdominal wall. O They re¬ 
moved a fibroma from the wall of the uterus or 
from the uterine wall. 

wall eye /'wo:l ai /, walleye noun an eye 
which is very pale or which is squinting so 
strongly that only the white sclera is visible 
Wangensteen tube /'wserjgonstiin tjuib/ 
noun a tube which is passed into the stomach 
to remove the stomach’s contents by suction 
[Described 1832. After Owen Harding Wangen¬ 
steen (1898-1980), US surgeon.] 
ward /woid/ noun a room or set of rooms in a 
hospital, with beds for the patients O He is in 
Ward 8B. O The children's ward is at the end 
of the corridor. 

ward manager /'wo:d ,m 2 enid 3 o/ noun a 

nurse in charge of a ward 

ward nurse /'woid n3is/ noun a nurse who 

works in a hospital ward 

ward sister /'woid ,sisto/ noun a senior 

nurse in charge of a ward 

warfarin /'wo:f(9)rin/ noun a colourless 

crystalline compound used to help prevent the 

blood clotting 

warm /wo:m/ adjective quite hot, pleasantly 
hot O The patients need to be kept warm in 
cold weather. 

warn /worn/ verb to tell someone that a danger 
is possible O The children were warned about 
the dangers of solvent abuse. O The doctors 
warned her that her husband would not live 
more than a few weeks. 
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warning /'womig/ noun written or spoken in¬ 
formation about a danger O There’s a warning 
on the bottle of medicine, saying that it should 
be kept away from children. O Each packet of 
cigarettes has a government health warning 
printed on it. O The health department has giv¬ 
en out warnings about the danger of hypother¬ 
mia. 

wart /wait/ noun a small hard harmless 
growth on the skin, usually on the hands, feet 
or face, caused by a virus (note: Warts on the 
feet are called verrucas.) 
washbasin /'wD/beis(3)n/ noun a bowl in a 
kitchen or bathroom where you can wash your 
hands 

washout /'wDjaut/ noun a thorough cleaning 
with a liquid, especially water 
Wassermann reaction /'wDsomasn ri 
,2ekJ(o)n/, Wassermann test /'wDSomsen 
test/ noun a blood serum test to see if someone 
has syphilis. Abbr WR [Described 1906. After 
August Paul von Wassermann (1866-1925), 
German bacteriologist.] 

waste /weist/ adjective referring to material 
or matter which is useless O The veins take 
blood containing waste carbon dioxide back 
into the lungs. O Waste matter is excreted in 
the faeces or urine. ■ verb to use more of 
something than is needed O The hospital kitch¬ 
ens try not to waste a lot of food. 
waste away /,weist o'wei/ verb to become 
thinner O When he caught the disease he sim¬ 
ply wasted away. 

waste product /.weist 'prodAkt/ noun a 

substance which is not needed in the body and 

is excreted in urine or faeces 

wasting /' weistig/ noun a condition in which 

a person or a limb loses weight and becomes 

thin 

wasting disease /'weistig di,zi:z/ noun a 
disease which causes severe loss of weight or 
reduction in size of an organ 
water /'wo:to/ noun 1. the liquid essential to 
life which makes up a large part of the body O 
Can I have a glass of water please? O They 
suffered dehydration from lack of water. □ wa¬ 
ter on the knee fluid in the knee joint under 
the kneecap, caused by a blow on the knee 2. 
urine ( informal ) O He passed a lot of water dur¬ 
ing the night. O She noticed blood streaks in 
her water. O The nurse asked him to give a 
sample of his water. ■ plural noun waters the 
fluid in the amnion in which a fetus floats 
( informal) Also called amniotic fluid ■ verb {of 
the eyes) to fill with tears or saliva (note: For 
other terms referring to water, see words begin¬ 
ning with hydr-, hydro-.) 
comment: Since the body is formed of about 
50% water, the average adult needs to drink 
about 2.5 litres (5 pints) of fluid each day. Wa¬ 
ter taken into the body is passed out again as 
urine or sweat. 


water balance /'wo:to .bzelons/ noun a state 
where the water lost by the body, e.g. in urine 
or sweat, is made up by water absorbed from 
food and drink 

water bed /'woito bed/ noun a mattress 
made of a large heavy plastic bag filled with 
water, used to prevent bedsores 
waterbrash /'woitobrgeJV noun a condition 
caused by dyspepsia, in which there is a burn¬ 
ing feeling in the stomach and the mouth sud¬ 
denly fills with acid saliva 
water-hammer pulse /'woito .hasmo paIs/ 
noun same as Corrigan’s pulse 
Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome / 
,wo:tohaus 'friidorikson .sindroum/ noun a 
condition caused by blood poisoning with 
meningococci, in which the tissues of the ad¬ 
renal glands die and haemorrhage [Described 
1911 by Rupert Waterhouse (1873-1958), phy¬ 
sician at Bath, UK; described 1918 by Carl 
Friderichsen (b. 1886), Danish physician] 
watering eye /.woitorig 'ai/ noun an eye 
which fills with tears because of an irritation 
waterproof /'woitopruif/ adjective not al¬ 
lowing water through O Put a waterproof sheet 
on the baby’s bed. 

water sac /'woito Seek/ noun t amnion 
Waterston’s operation /'woitostonz 
,DporeiJ(9)n/ noun a surgical operation to 
treat Fallot’s tetralogy, in which the right pul¬ 
monary artery is joined to the ascending aorta 
[After David James Waterston (1910-85), paedi¬ 
atric surgeon in London, UK] 
waterworks /'wo:tow3:ks/ plural noun same 
as urinary system ( informal) 
watery /'wo:t(3)ri/ adjective liquid, like water 
O He passed some watery stools. 
Watson-Crick helix /,wDts(o)n 'krik 
,hi:liks/ noun a molecular model for DNA in 
which the organic base pairs are linked by hy¬ 
drogen bonds which form the rungs of a ladder 
spiralling in the form of a helix 
Watson knife /.wDtson 'naif/ noun a type of 
very sharp surgical knife for skin transplants 
wax /weeks/ noun a soft yellow substance pro¬ 
duced by bees or made from petroleum 
WBC abbr white blood cell 
weak /wiik/ adjective not strong O After his 
illness he was very weak. O She is too weak to 
dress herself. O He is allowed to drink weak 
tea or coffee. 

weaken /'wiikon/ verb to make something or 
someone weak, or become weak O He was 
weakened by the disease and could not resist 
further infection. O The swelling is caused by 
a weakening of the wall of the artery. 
weakness /'wiiknos/ noun the fact of lack¬ 
ing strength O The doctor noticed the weak¬ 
ness of the patient’s pulse. 
weak pulse /,wi:k 'paIs/ noun a pulse which 
is not strong, which is not easy to feel 



weal /will/ noun a small area of skin which 
swells because of a sharp blow or an insect bite 
wean /wi:n/ verb to make a baby stop breast¬ 
feeding and take other liquid or solid food, or 
to make a baby start to eat solid food after hav¬ 
ing only had liquids to drink O The baby was 
breastfed for two months and then was gradu¬ 
ally weaned onto the bottle. 
wear /weo/ verb to become damaged through 
being used O The cartilage of the knee was 
worn from too much exercise, (note: wearing - 
wore - worn) 

wear and tear /.wear on 'tea/ noun the nor¬ 
mal use which affects an organ O A heart has 
to stand a lot of wear and tear. O The wear and 
tear of a strenuous job has begun to affect his 
heart. 

wear off /,weor 'of/ verb to disappear gradu¬ 
ally O The effect of the painkiller will wear off 
after a few hours. O He started to open his 
eyes, as the anaesthetic wore off. 
webbing /'webiq/ noun the condition of hav¬ 
ing an extra membrane of skin joining two 
structures in the body together 
Weber-Christian disease /.veibo 
'kristjon di,zi:z/ noun a type of panniculitis 
where the liver and spleen become enlarged 
[After Frederick Parkes Weber (1863-1962), 
British physician; Henry Asbury Christian 
(1876-1951), US physician] 

Weber’s test /'veiboz test/ noun a test to see 
if both ears hear correctly, where a tuning fork 
is struck and the end placed on the head [After 
Friedrich Eugen Weber-Liel (1832-91), German 
otologist] 

web space /'web speis/ noun the soft tissue 
between the bases of the fingers and toes 
Wechsler scales /'vekslo skeilz/ plural 
noun a set of standardised scales for measuring 
someone’s IQ. There are three separate ver¬ 
sions developed for different age groups, 
wee /will verb same as urinate ( informal) 
weep /wi:p/ verb 1 . to cry 2. (of a wound) to 
ooze fluid 

Wegener’s granulomatosis /.vegonoz 
^raenjuloumo'tousis/ noun a disease of con¬ 
nective tissue, where the nasal passages, lungs 
and kidneys are inflamed and ulcerated, with 
formation of granulomas. It is usually fatal, 
weigh /wei/ verb 1. to measure how heavy 
something is O The nurse weighed the baby on 
the scales. 2. to have a particular weight O She 
weighed seven pounds (3.5 kilos) at birth. O A 
woman weighs less than a man of similar 
height. O The doctor asked him how much he 
weighed. O I weigh 120 pounds or I weigh 54 
kilos. 

weight /weit/ noun 1 . how heavy someone or 
something is O What’s the patient’s weight? □ 
her weight is only 105 pounds she weighs 
only 105 pounds □ to lose weight to get thin¬ 
ner O She’s trying to lose weight before she 


453 Werdnig-Hoffmann disease 

i goes on holiday. □ to put on weight to become 
; fatter O He’s put on a lot of weight in the last 
few months. □ to gain in weight to become 
r fatter or heavier 2. something which is heavy O 
Don’t lift heavy weights, you may hurt your 
; back. 

weight gain /'weit ,gein/ noun the fact of 
becoming fatter or heavier 
i weight loss /'weit ,1 ds/ noun the fact of los- 

> ing weight or of becoming thinner O Weight 
loss can be a symptom of certain types of can¬ 
cer. 

Weil-Felix reaction /.vail 'feiliks ri 
r .cekjon/, Weil-Felix test /,vail 'feiliks test/ 
l noun a test to see if someone has typhus, in 

> which the person’s serum is tested for antibod¬ 
ies against Proteus vulgaris [Described 1916. 
After Edmund Weil (1880-1922) Austrian physi- 

f cian and bacteriologist; Arthur Felix (1887- 
i 1956), British bacteriologist.] 

Weil’s disease /'vailz di'ziiz/ noun same as 
leptospirosis [Described 1886. After Adolf Weil 

> (1848-1916), physician in Estonia who also 
practised in Wiesbaden, Germany.] 

? welder’s flash /.weldoz 'fkeJV noun a condi- 

> tion in which the eye is badly damaged by very 
1 bright light 

, welfare /'welfeo/ noun 1 . good health, good 
l living conditions O They look after the welfare 
of the old people in the town. 2. money paid by 
s the government to people who need it O He ex- 
: ists on welfare payments. 

r well /wel/ adjective healthy O He’s not a well 
l man. O You’re looking very well after your 
holiday. O He’s quite well again after his flu. 
j O She’s not very well, and has had to stay in 
bed. 

I well-baby clinic /,wel 'beibi ,klimk/ noun a 
l clinic where parents can ask a doctor or nurse 
any questions they have about their child’s 
growth and development. Their babies can be 
weighed and measured and their development 
) monitored. 

wellbeing /'wel ,bi:ig/ noun the state of be- 
r ing in good health and having good living con¬ 
ditions O She is responsible for the wellbeing 
; of the patients under her care. 

i well-man clinic /,wel 'rnasn .klinik/ noun a 
clinic just for men where they can get check- 
r ups, advice and health information 
, well-woman clinic /,wel 'wumon .klinik/ 

> noun a clinic which specialises in preventive 
i medicine for women, e.g. breast screening and 
- cervical smear tests, and gives advice on preg- 

> nancy, contraception and the menopause 

t wen /wen/ noun a cyst which forms in a seba¬ 
ceous gland 

Werdnig-Hoffmann disease /,v3:dmg 
] 'hofmon di,zi:z/ noun a disease in which the 

> spinal muscles atrophy, making the muscles of 
the shoulders, arms and legs weak. In its most 

? severe form, infants are born floppy, have 
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feeding and breathing problems and rarely live 
more than two or three years. 

Werner’s syndrome /'w3:nsz .sindrsum/ 
noun an inherited disorder involving prema¬ 
ture ageing, persistent hardening of the skin, 
underdevelopment of the sex organs and cata¬ 
racts 

Wernicke-Korsakoff syndrome /.V3:mks 
'koisokDf .sindrsum/ noun a form of brain 
damage caused by severe nutritional deficien¬ 
cies in people with long-term alcoholism 
Wernicke’s encephalopathy /.v3:mksz 
en.kefs'hopsOi/ noun a condition caused by 
lack of Vitamin B, which often affects alcohol¬ 
ics and in which the person is delirious, moves 
the eyes about rapidly, walks unsteadily and is 
subject to constant vomiting [Described 1875. 
After Karl Wernicke (1848-1905), Breslau psy¬ 
chiatrist and neurologist.] 

Wertheim’s operation /'v3ithaimz Dps 
,reij(s)n/ noun a surgical operation to remove 
the uterus, the lymph nodes which are next to 
it and most of the vagina, the ovaries and the 
Fallopian tubes, as treatment for cancer of the 
uterus [Described 1900. After Ernst Wertheim 
(1864-1920), Austrian gynaecologist.] 

West Nile fever /.west 'nail ,fi:vs/ noun a 
mosquito-bome viral infection which causes 
fever, pains, enlarged lymph nodes and some¬ 
times inflammation of the brain 
wet /wet/ adjective not dry, covered in liquid 
O He got wet waiting for the bus in the rain 
and caught a cold. O The baby has nappy rash 
from wearing a wet nappy. ■ verb to make the 
bed wet by urinating while asleep O He is eight 
years old and he still wets his bed every night. 
wet beriberi /,wet .beri'beri/ noun beriberi 
in which the body swells with oedema 
wet burn /wet 'b3in/ noun same as scald 
wet dream /wet driim/ noun same as noctur¬ 
nal emission 

wet dressing /.wet 'dresirj/ noun t com¬ 
press 

Wharton’s duct /,wo:t(s)nz 'dAkt/ noun a 
duct which takes saliva into the mouth from 
the salivary glands under the lower jaw [After 
Thomas Wharton (1614-73), English physician 
and anatomist at St Thomas’s Hospital, London, 
UK] 

Wharton’s jelly /,ws:t(s)nz 'd 3 eli/ noun a 
jelly-like tissue in the umbilical cord 
wheal /will/ same as weal 
Wheelhouse’s operation /'wiilhausiz 
,DpsreiJ(s)n/ noun same as urethrotomy [Af¬ 
ter Claudius Galen Wheelhouse (1826-1909), 
British surgeon] 

wheeze /wi:z/ noun a whistling noise in the 
bronchi O The doctor listened to his wheezes. 
■ verb to make a whistling sound when breath¬ 
ing O When she has an attack of asthma, she 
wheezes and has difficulty in breathing. 


wheezing /'wiizig/ noun whistling noises in 
the bronchi when breathing. Wheezing is often 
found in people with asthma and is also asso¬ 
ciated with bronchitis and heart disease, 
wheezy /'wiizi/ adjective making a whistling 
sound when breathing O She was quite wheezy 
when she stopped running. 
whiplash injury /'wiplaej ,ind 3 sri/ noun an 
injury to the vertebrae in the neck, caused 
when the head jerks backwards, often occur¬ 
ring in a car that is struck from behind 
whiplash shake syndrome /.wiplasj 'Jeik 
.sindrsum/ noun in young babies, a series of 
internal head injuries caused by being shaken 
violently. They can result in brain damage 
leading to speech and learning disabilities, pa¬ 
ralysis, seizures, blindness and hearing loss. 
They are often life-threatening. 

Whipple’s disease /'wip(s)lz di.ziiz/ noun 
a disease in which someone has difficulty in 
absorbing nutrients and passes fat in the fae¬ 
ces, the joints are inflamed and the lymph 
glands enlarged [Described 1 907. After George 
Hoyt Whipple (1878-1976), US pathologist. No¬ 
bel prize for Pathology and Medicine 1934.] 
Whipple’s operation /'wip(s)lz Dps, ref 
ij(s)n/ noun same as pancreatectomy 
whipworm /'wipw3:m/ noun same as Tri- 
churis 

white /wait/ adjective of a colour like snow or 
milk O White patches developed on his skin. O 
Her hair has turned quite white. (NOTE: whiter 
- whitest) ■ noun the main part of the eye 
which is white O The whites of his eyes turned 
yellow when he developed jaundice. 
white blood cell /.wait 'bLvd ,sel/ noun a 
colourless blood cell which contains a nucleus 
but has no haemoglobin, is formed in bone 
marrow and creates antibodies. Abbr WBC. 
Also called leucocyte 

white commissure /.wait 'kDmisjus/ noun 
part of the white matter in the spinal cord near 
the central canal 

white corpuscle /.wait 'ks:pAs(s)l/ noun 
same as white blood cell 
white finger /wait 'firjgs/ noun a condition 
in which a finger has a mottled discoloured ap¬ 
pearance because its blood vessels are dam¬ 
aged. The thumb is usually not affected. Very 
severe cases can result in finger loss. It occurs 
most commonly in Raynaud’s disease, 
whitehead /'waithed/ noun a small white 
swelling formed when a sebaceous gland be¬ 
comes blocked 

white leg /wait Teg/ noun a condition which 
affects women after childbirth, in which a leg 
becomes pale and inflamed as a result of lym¬ 
phatic obstruction. Also called milk leg, 
phlegmasia alba dolens 
white matter /'wait .masts/ noun nerve tis¬ 
sue in the central nervous system which con¬ 
tains more myelin than grey matter 



white noise instrument /,wait 'noiz ,in 
stmmont/ noun a small electronic device 
worn in the ear. It combines sounds of many 
different frequencies. It is used to mask inter¬ 
nal noise in the ear due to tinnitus, 
whites /waits/ plural noun same as leucor- 
rhoea ( informal) 

whitlow /'witlau/ noun an inflammation 
caused by infection near the nail in the fleshy 
part of the tip of a finger. Also called felon 
WHO abbr World Health Organization 
whoop /wu:p, hu:p/ noun a loud noise made 
when inhaling by a person who has whooping 
cough 

whooping cough /'huipirj kDf/ noun an in¬ 
fectious disease caused by Bordetella pertus¬ 
sis affecting the bronchial tubes, common in 
children, and sometimes very serious. Also 

called pertussis 

COMMENT: A person with whooping cough 
coughs very badly and makes a characteristic 
'whoop' when he or she breathes in after a 
coughing fit. Whooping cough can lead to 
pneumonia, and is treated with antibiotics. 
Vaccination against whooping cough is given 
to infants. 

Widal reaction /vit'datl r^aekfan/, Widal 
test /vi: 'da:l test/ noun a test to detect typhoid 
fever. A sample of the person's blood is put 
into a solution containing typhoid bacilli, or 
anti-typhoid serum is added to a sample of ba¬ 
cilli from the person's faeces. If the bacilli ag¬ 
glutinate, i.e. form into groups, this indicates 
that the person has typhoid fever. [Described 
1896. After Georges Fernand Isidore Widal 
(1862-1929), French physician and teacher.] 
Willis /'wills/ + circle of Willis 
willpower /'wil.pauo/ noun the fact of having 
a strong will O The patient showed the will¬ 
power to start walking again unaided. 

Wilms’ tumour /'vilmz ,tju:m3/ noun same 
as nephroblastoma [Described 1899. After Max 
Wilms (1867-1918), Professor of Surgery at 
Leipzig, Basle and Heidelberg.] 

Wilson’s disease /'wilsonz di,zitz/ noun a 
hereditary disease where copper deposits ac¬ 
cumulate in the liver and the brain, causing cir¬ 
rhosis. Also called hepatolenticular degener¬ 
ation [Described 1912. After Samuel Alexander 
Kinnier Wilson (1878-1937), British neurolo- 
gist.] 

wind /wind/ noun 1. gas which forms in the 
digestive system and escapes through the anus 
O The baby is suffering from wind. Also called 
flatus 2. an uncomfortable feeling caused by 
the accumulation of gas in the upper digestive 
system O He has pains in the stomach caused 
by wind. Also called flatulence □ to break 
wind to bring up gas from the stomach, or to 
let gas escape from the anus 
windburn /'windb3:n/ noun redness and in¬ 
flammation of the skin caused by exposure to 
harsh wind 
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i window /'windsu/ noun a small opening in 
i the ear 

' windpipe /'windpaip/ noun same as trachea 
wiring /'waiorip/ noun 1. a network of wires 

2. a neurological or physiological structure or 
process which controls a function in the body 

3. the act of fixing a piece of bone in place us- 
1 ing wires 

wisdom tooth /'wizdom tu:0/ noun one of 
the four teeth in the back of the jaw which only 
appear at about the age of 20 and sometimes 
do not appear at all. Also called third molar 
witch hazel /'witj ,heiz(o)l/ noun a lotion 
made from the bark of a tree, used to check 
bleeding and harden inflamed tissue and bruis- 
t es. Also called hamamelis 

> withdrawal /wid'droiol/ noun 1. a loss of in¬ 
terest in having contact with other people, 
which leads to a person becoming isolated 2. a 
period during which a person who has been 
addicted to a drug stops taking it and experi¬ 
ences unpleasant symptoms 

‘.. .she was in the early stages of physical withdrawal 
from heroin and showed classic symptoms: sweat- 
. ing, fever, sleeplessness and anxiety’ [Nursing 
Times ] 

| withdrawal symptom /wid'droial 
, simpt am/ noun an unpleasant physical condi¬ 
tion, e.g. vomiting, headaches or fever, which 
occurs when someone stops taking an addic¬ 
tive drug 

j Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome /wolf 

I ,pa:kins(3)n'wait ,sindrsum/ noun a condi¬ 

tion within the heart's conducting tissue which 
makes the heart beat dangerously fast. It can 
, be fatal. 

womb/wu:m/ noun same as uterus (note: For 
other terms referring to the womb, see words be- 
, ginning with hyster-, hystero-, metr-, metro-, 

( uter-, utero-.) 

t women’s ward /'wiminz wo:d/, women’s 

hospital /'wiminz ,hDspit(3)l/ noun a ward or 
i hospital for female patients. 0 well-woman 

clinic 

Wood’s lamp /'wudz laemp/ noun an ultravi¬ 
olet lamp which allows a doctor to see fluores- 
r cence , e.g. in the hair of someone who has a 
fungal infection [After Robert Williams Wood 
(1868-1955), US physicist] 
woolsorter’s disease /'wulsoitsz di,ziiz/ 
noun a form of anthrax which affects the lungs 
word blindness /'word blaindnos/ noun 
, same as alexia 

l work-related upper limb disorder /,w3:k 

L ri,leitid ,Aps 'lim dis,oido/ same as repeti- 

> tive strain injury. Abbr WRULD. 

World Health Organization /,w3:ld 'hel9 
o:qonai l zei|Yo)n/ noun an organisation, part 
) of the United Nations, which aims to improve 
health in the world. Abbr WHO 
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worm /W3im/ noun a long thin animal with no 
legs or backbone, which can infest the human 
body, especially the intestines 
wound /wuind/ noun damage to external tis¬ 
sue which allows blood to escape O He had a 
knife wound in his leg. O The doctors sutured 
the wound in his chest. □ gunshot wound 
wound caused by a pellet or bullet from a gun 
■ verb to harm someone by making a hole in 
the tissue of the body O She was wounded 
three times in the head. 

wound dehiscence /wuind dii'his(o)ns/ 
noun the splitting open of a surgical incision 
wound healing /'wuind .hiilig/ noun the re¬ 
placement of dead tissue with new tissue 
WR abbr Wassermann reaction 
wrench /rent// verb to injure part of the body 
by twisting it suddenly and forcibly 
wrinkle /'rirjkol/ noun a fold in the skin 
wrinkled /'ripkold/ adjective covered with 
wrinkles 

wrist /rist/ noun a joint between the hand and 
forearm O He sprained his wrist and can’tplay 
tennis tomorrow. See illustration at hand in 
Supplement (note: For other terms referring to 


the wrist, see words beginning with carp-, car- 
po-.) 

comment: The wrist is formed of eight small 
bones in the hand which articulate with the 
bones in the forearm. The joint allows the 
hand to rotate and move downwards and 
sideways. The joint is easily fractured or 
sprained. 

wrist drop /'rist drop/ noun paralysis of the 
wrist muscles, caused by damage to the radial 
nerve in the upper arm, which causes the hand 
to hang limp 

wrist joint /'rist d 30 int/ noun a place where 
the wrist joins the arm 

writer’s cramp /.raitoz 'krasmp/ noun a 
painful spasm of the muscles in the forearm 
and hand which comes from writing too much 
writhe /raid/ verb □ to writhe in pain to twist 
and turn because the pain is very severe 
WRULD abbr work-related upper limb disor¬ 
der 

wry neck /'rai nek/, wryneck noun same as 

torticollis 

Wuchereria /.vuko'riorio/ noun a type of 
tiny nematode worm which infests the lymph 
system, causing elephantiasis 
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xanth- /zsenG/ prefix same as xantho- ( used 
before vowels) 

xanthaemia /Z2en'0i:mio/ noun same as car- 
otenaemia (note: The US spelling is xan- 
themia.) 

xanthelasma /.zsenBa'laezms/ noun the for¬ 
mation of little yellow fatty tumours on the 
eyelids 

xanthine /'Z2en0i:n/ noun 1 . an intermediate 
product in the breakdown of nucleic acids to 
uric acid, found in blood, body tissue and urine 
2. a derivative of xanthine, e.g. caffeine or the¬ 
ophylline 

xantho- /Zcen0ou/ prefix yellow 
xanthochromia /.zasnOo'kroumio/ noun 
yellow colour of the skin as in jaundice 
xanthoma /zasn'Ooumo/ noun a yellow fatty 
mass, often on the eyelids and hands, found in 
people with a high level of cholesterol in the 
blood (note: The plural is xanthomata.) 
xanthomatosis /.zgenOomo'tousis/ noun a 
condition in which several small masses of 
yellow fatty substance appear in the skin or 
some internal organs, caused by an excess of 
fat in the body 

xanthopsia /z2en'0Dpsio/ noun a disorder of 
the eyes, making everything appear yellow 
xanthosis /z£en'0ousis/ noun yellow colour¬ 
ing of the skin, caused by eating too much food 
containing carotene 

X chromosome /'eks .kroumosoum/ noun 
a chromosome that determines sex. Compare Y 
chromosome. i> sex chromosome 
xeno- /zenou/ prefix different 
xenograft /'zenograift/ noun tissue taken 
from an individual of one species and grafted 
on an individual of another species. Also 
called heterograft. Opposite homograft 
xenotransplantation /.zenoutraensplain 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun the process of transplanting or¬ 
gans from one species to another, especially 
from animals to humans 
xero- /ziorou/ prefix dry 
xeroderma /.zioro'dsimo/ noun a skin disor¬ 
der where dry scales form on the skin 


xerophthalmia /.ziorofOselmio/ noun a 
condition of the eye, in which the cornea and 
conjunctiva become dry because of a lack of 
Vitamin A 

xeroradiography /.ziorou.reidi'ogrofi/ 
noun an X-ray technique used in producing 
mammograms on selenium plates 
xerosis /zi'rausis/ noun extreme dryness of 
skin or mucous membrane 
xerostomia /.zioro'stoumio/ noun dryness 
of the mouth, caused by lack of a saliva 
xiphi- /zifi/ prefix relating to the xiphoid proc¬ 
ess 

xiphisternal plane /,zifi,st3:n(3)l 'plein/ 
noun an imaginary horizontal line across the 
middle of the chest at the point where the xi¬ 
phoid process starts 

xiphisternum /.zifi'stsinom/ noun same as 

xiphoid process 

xiphoid process /'zifoid ,prouses/, xi¬ 
phoid cartilage /'zifoid ,ka:tilid 3 / noun the 
bottom part of the breastbone which is carti¬ 
lage in young people but becomes bone by 
middle age. Also called ensiform cartilage, xi¬ 
phisternum 

X-linked /'eks ,lir)kt/ adjective relating to the 
genes situated on the X chromosome 
X-linked disease /'eks ,lir)kt di,zi:z/ noun 
a genetic disorder caused by a mutation on the 
X chromosome which only appears in males, 
e.g. one form of haemophilia 
X-ray /'eks rei/, x-ray noun 1 . a ray with a 
very short wavelength, which is invisible, but 
can go through soft tissue and register as a 
photograph on a film. X-rays are used in diag¬ 
nosis in radiography, and in treating disease by 
radiotherapy. O The X-ray examination 
showed the presence of a tumour in the colon. 
2. a photograph taken using X-rays O The den¬ 
tist took some X-rays of the patient’s teeth. O 
He pinned the X-rays to the light screen. 3. an 
examination in which X-ray photographs are 
taken O All the staff had to have chest X-rays. 
■ verb to take an X-ray photograph of a patient 
O There are six patients waiting to be X-rayed. 
comment: Because X-rays go through soft tis¬ 
sue, it is sometimes necessary to make inter- 
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nal organs opaque so that they will show up 
on the film. In the case of stomach X-rays, 
people take a barium meal before being pho¬ 
tographed (contrast radiography); in other 
cases, such as kidney X-rays, radioactive 
substances are injected into the bloodstream 
or into the organ itself. X-rays are used not 
only in radiography for diagnosis but as a 
treatment in radiotherapy as rapidly dividing 
cells such as cancer cells are most affected. 
Excessive exposure to X-rays, either as a per¬ 
son being treated, or as a radiographer, can 
cause radiation sickness. 

X-ray imaging /'eks rei iniid^iQ/ noun the 
process of showing X-ray pictures of the in¬ 
side of part of the body on a screen 
X-ray photograph /,eks rei 'footogratf/ 
noun a picture produced by exposing sensitive 
film to X-rays O He was examining the X-ray 
photographs of the patient’s chest. 

X-ray screening /'eks rei ,skriinir)/ noun a 
method of gathering information about the 


body by taking images using X-rays. It is car¬ 
ried out by a radiographer or radiologist. 
Xylocaine /'zaibkein/ a trade name for a 
preparation of lignocaine 

xylometazoline hydrochloride /,zaibu 
m3,t£ez3li:n ,haidr3'kb:raid/, xylometazo¬ 
line /,zaibum3't£ez3li:n/ noun a drug which 
helps to narrow blood vessels, used in the 
treatment of colds and sinusitis 
xylose /'zaiboz/ noun pentose which has not 
been metabolised 

XYY syndrome /,eks wai 'wai .sindroum/ 
noun an extremely rare condition in males in 
which they have two Y chromosomes instead 
of one. They grow faster than normal, and their 
final height is approximately 7cm above aver¬ 
age. Many experience severe acne during ado¬ 
lescence. 
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yawn /join/ noun a reflex action when tired or 
sleepy, in which the mouth is opened wide and 
after a deep intake of air, the breath exhaled 
slowly O His yawns made everyone feel 
sleepy. ■ verb to open the mouth wide and 
breathe in deeply and then breathe out slowly 
yawning /'joinip/ noun the act of opening the 
mouth wide without conscious control and 
slowly releasing a deep breath, usually a sign 
of tiredness or boredom 
yaws /joiz/ noun a tropical disease caused by 
the spirochaete Treponema pertenue. Symp¬ 
toms include fever with raspberry-like swell¬ 
ings on the skin, followed in later stages by 
bone malformation. Also called framboesia, 
pian. i> treponematosis 
Y chromosome /'wai .kroumosoum/ noun 
a chromosome that determines sex, it is carried 
by males and is shorter than an X chromo¬ 
some. Compare X chromosome. i> sex chro¬ 
mosome 

yeast /jiist/ noun a fungus which is used in 
the fermentation of alcohol and in making 
bread. It is a good source of Vitamin B. 
yellow /'jelou/ adjective of a colour like that 
of the sun or of gold O His skin turned yellow 
when he had hepatitis. O The whites of the eyes 
become yellow as a symptom of jaundice. ■ 
noun a colour like that of the sun or of gold 
yellow atrophy /.jelou 'astrofi/ noun an old 
name for severe damage to the liver 
yellow elastic fibrocartilage /Jelou i 
.kestik .faibrou'kaitilids/ noun flexible car¬ 
tilage, e.g. in the ear and epiglottis 


yellow fever /'jelou ,fi:vo/ noun an infec¬ 
tious disease, occurring especially in Africa 
and South America, caused by an arbovirus 
carried by the mosquito Aedes aegypti. It af¬ 
fects the liver and causes jaundice. There is no 
known cure and it can be fatal, but vaccination 
can prevent it. 

yellow fibre /Jelou 'faibo/ noun same as 

elastic fibre 

yellow marrow noun t marrow 
yellow spot /'jelou spot/ noun same as mac¬ 
ula lutea 

Yersinia pestis /jsi.sinio 'pestis/ noun a 
bacterium which causes plague 
yin and yang /,jin and 'jeep/ noun the two 
opposite and complementary principles of 
Chinese philosophy which are thought to exist 
in varying proportions in all things. They are 
sometimes thought of as femininity and mas¬ 
culinity. 

yoga /'jougo/ noun 1. a Hindu discipline 
which promotes spiritual unity with a Supreme 
Being through a system of postures and rituals 
2. any one of dozens of systems and methods 
derived from or based on Hindu yoga. Many 
include breathing exercises and postures 
which are thought to aid health, 
yolk sac /'jouk seek/ noun same as vitelline 
sac 

yuppie flu /jApi 'flu:/ noun t myalgic en¬ 
cephalomyelitis ( informal) 



Zadik's operation /'zeidiks Dpo.reiJXojn/ 
noun a surgical operation to remove the whole 
of an ingrowing toenail 
Zantac /'zasntsek/ a trade name for ranitidine 
zidovudine /zi'douvjudiin/ noun azidothy- 
midine or AZT, a drug used in the treatment of 
AIDS, which helps to slow the progress of the 
disease 

Zimmer frame /'zimo freim/ a trademark for 
a metal frame used by people who have diffi¬ 
culty in walking O She managed to walk some 
steps with a Zimmer frame. £> walking frame 
zinc /zigk/ noun a white metallic trace ele¬ 
ment (note: The chemical symbol is Zn.) 
zinc ointment /zigk 'ointmont/ noun a 
soothing ointment made of zinc oxide and oil 
zinc oxide /zirjk 'Dksaid/ noun a compound 
of zinc and oxygen, which forms a soft white 
soothing powder used in creams and lotions 
(note: Its chemical formula is ZnO.) 
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome /,zDlind3or 
'elis(o)n .sindroum/ noun a condition in 
which tumours are formed in the islet cells of 
the pancreas together with peptic ulcers [De¬ 
scribed 1955. After Robert Milton Zollinger (b. 
1903), Professor of Surgery at Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity, USA; Edwin H. Ellison (1918-70), Asso¬ 
ciate Professor of Surgery at Ohio State Univer¬ 
sity, USA.] 

zona /'zouno/ noun 1 . same as herpes zoster 

2. a zone or area 

zona pellucida /.zouno pi'luisido/ noun a 
membrane which forms around an ovum 
zone /zoun/ noun an area of the body 
zonula /'zDnjulo/, zonule /'zDnjuil/ noun a 
small area of the body 

zonule of Zinn /.ZDnjuil ov 'zin/ noun a sus¬ 
pensory ligament of the lens of the eye 
zonulolysis /.zonjuTdosis/ noun the re¬ 
moval of a zonule by dissolving it 


zoo- /zou/ prefix relating to animals 
zoonosis /.zouD'nousis/ noun a disease 
which a human can catch from an animal 
(note: The plural is zoonoses.) 
zoster /'zDsto/ » herpes zoster 
Z-plasty /'zed .plaesti/ noun a technique used 
in plastic surgery. A deep Z-shaped incision is 
made to relieve tension in the area of a scar, or 
to change the direction of a scar, 
zygoma /zai'goumo/ noun same as zygomat¬ 
ic arch (note: The plural is zygomata.) 
zygomatic /.zaigo'msetik/ adjective refer¬ 
ring to the zygomatic arch 
zygomatic arch /.zaigomastik 'a:tJ7 noun 
the ridge of bone across the temporal bone, 
running between the ear and the bottom of the 
eye socket. Also called zygoma 
zygomatic bone/.zaigomsetik 'boon/ noun 
a bone which forms the prominent part of the 
cheek and the lower part of the eye socket. 
Also called cheekbone, malar bone 
zygomatic process /.zaigomastik 'prousf 
es/ noun one of the bony projections which 
form the zygomatic arch 
zygomycosis /.zaigomai'kousis/ noun a 
disease caused by a fungus which infests the 
blood vessels in the lungs 
zygote /'zaigout/ noun a fertilised ovum, the 
first stage of development of an embryo 
zym- /zaim/ prefix (used before vowels) 1 . en¬ 
zymes 2. fermentation 

zymogen /'zaimodgen/ noun same as proen¬ 
zyme 

zymosis /zai'mousis/ noun same as fermen¬ 
tation 

zymotic /zai'mDtik/ adjective referring to zy¬ 
mosis 




SUPPLEMENT 


Anatomical Terms 


The body is always described as if standing upright with the palms of the hands 
facing forward. There is only one central vertical plane, termed the median or 
sagittal plane, and this passes through the body from front to back. Planes parallel 
to this on either side are parasagittal or paramedian planes. Vertical planes at right 
angles to the median are called coronal planes. The term horizontal (or transverse ) 
plane speaks for itself. Two specific horizontal planes are (a) the transpyloric, 
midway between the suprasternal notch and the symphysis pubis, and (b) the 
transtubercular or intertubercular plane, which passes through the tubercles of the 
iliac crests. Many other planes are named from the structures they pass through. 

Views of the body from some different points are shown on the diagram; a view of 
the body from above is called the superior aspect, and that from below is the 
inferior aspect. 

Cephalic means toward the head; caudal refers to positions (or in a direction) 
towards the tail. Proximal and distal refer to positions respectively closer to and 
further from the centre of the body in any direction, while lateral and medial relate 
more specifically to relative sideways positions, and also refer to movements. 
Ventral refers to the abdomen, front or anterior, while dorsal relates to the back of a 
part or organ. The hand has a dorsal and a palmar surface, and the foot a dorsal and 
a plantar surface. 

Note that flexion of the thigh moves it forward while flexion of the leg moves it 
backwards; the movements of extension are similarly reversed. Movement and 
rotation of limbs can be medial, which is with the front moving towards the centre 
line, or lateral, which is in the opposite direction. Specific terms for limb 
movements are adduction, towards the centre line, and abduction, which is away 
from the centre line. Other specific terns are supination and pronation for the hand, 
and inversion and eversion for the foot. 
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FOOT 1 . carpus 6. triquetrum 11. hamate 

2. metacarpus 7. pisiform 12. ulna 

1. tarsus 4. cuneiforms 7. calcaneus 3. phalanges S. trapezium 13. radius 

2. metatarsus 5. navicular 8. talus 4. scaphoid 9. trapezoid 14. wrist 

3. phalanges 6. cuboid 5. lunate 10. capitate 
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